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We Can Help Our Schools — For Free

By Lee Borrowman

here are several ways we can help our schools weather the budget

crisis without spending a penny more than usual. Participation in
these programs is free, and our kids benefit through the additional funding
coming to the schools and PTAs/Parent Clubs.

E-Scrip: Go to www.escrip.com and register your Safeway Club
Card anytime to start earning cash rewards for a local school. Check out
this news from the grateful Parents’ Clubs of Miramonte High School and
Orinda Intermediate School, two of the top 250 earning groups nationally
in the recent Safeway 10% Back to Schools Program:

As top earners during this promotional program, Safeway has con-
tributed an additional $1000 to each school for a grand total of $5775 to
Miramonte’s Parents’ Club and $3388 to OIS’s Parents’ Club for this six
week promotion.

Nancy Bluford, Miramonte’s eScrip Coordinator, says, “Mira-
monte’s eScrip program is supported by 2000 households who effortlessly
generate several thousand dollars per month by shopping with eScrip mer-
chants. Safeway is, by far, our largest partner and helps us raise about
$65,000 annually for Miramonte.”

Supporters register their Safeway Club Card number along with a
credit or debit card when they join eScrip. As they shop with eScrip mer-
chants like Safeway, a percentage of their purchases are sent to as many as
three designated organizations.

“eScrip is so easy,” says Marci Byrne, an eScrip Coordinator at OIS.
“Once you sign up for eScrip, you just shop as usual and a percentage of

your purchases are automatically donated to the groups of your choice. It
has been incredibly lucrative for OIS and we are so grateful that Safeway
keeps participating.”

This past summer, the Safeway 10% Back to Schools Program al-
lowed all eScrip groups to earn 10% of items purchased by their support-
ers from participating manufacturers such as Kraft Foods, Pepsi, Kellogg’s,
General Mills, Sara Lee and Unilever. During this six week Back to
Schools Program, the Safeway family of stores contributed over $3 million
to support the education of youth across the nation. eScrip, Inc. brings re-
tailers, manufacturers and service providers forward in support of educa-
tion of youth. To date, eScrip has generated more than $180 million in
merchant contributions to schools and organizations across the country.

Schoolpop: Similar to E-Scrip, but Safeway does not participate in
Schoolpop. All you need to do is register and begin your on-line shopping
at www.schoolpop.com. By clicking to your favorite on-line merchants,
your school of choice will receive a contribution based on a percentage of
your purchase. Participating merchants include E-Bay, Amazon.com,
Barnes and Noble, Nordstrom, Old Navy, Travelocity, Shutterfly and
dozens of others. The contribution amount varies by vendor; Amazon gives
2%, Shutterfly 9% and 123Inkjets.com a whopping 16%. Go to
http://www.schoolpop.com/shop/pghome/ for more information.

BoxTops for Education: Most elementary schools in Moraga and
Lafayette have designated BoxTop Coordinators (usually a member of the
PTA or Parents Club) who facilitate the redemption of BoxTops for Edu-
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