
Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce member Amy

Davanzante, owner of Pamper
My Party, wanted to make a
difference.  She’s donating
30% of all sales during the
months of April and May to
ten members of the Bella
Donna Social Club, a local
women’s group, to help with
their fundraising requirement
of $18,000 for their team in
the Avon Walk for Breast Can-
cer.  

It seems like a great idea,
helping women feel better via
her pampering parties and
helping to fight breast cancer
at the same time.  Davanzante
started her business three
years ago to provide a luxuri-
ous spa experience to women
in the comfort of their own
homes.  Her business, Pamper
My Party provides spa serv-
ices to groups usually for baby
and bridal showers, but she’s
even done a menopause party.
“Taking care of yourself is

vital, and I think social sup-
port for women is important,”
said Davanzante.  Choices of
treatments include massage
therapy, hand and foot treat-
ments, collagen masks and

more.

The Avon Walk for
Breast Cancer will be held in
nine cities across the country.
The San Francisco Walk, on
July 12 – 13 starts in down-
town San Francisco and con-
tinues across the bridge and
alongside the Sausalito water-
front.   The money raised is
managed by the Avon Founda-

tion, a registered charity to ad-
vance access to care and find-
ing a cure for breast cancer. A
chunk of that money stays lo-
cally, San Francisco General
Hospital and UCSF received
$1.25 million, Marin County
Department of Health re-
ceived $400,000, Contra
Costa Health Services re-
ceived $200,000 along with a
number of other organizations
in years past.

The savvy Avon Founda-
tion emphasizes returning
funds to Walk locales and
places a priority on reaching
low income, elderly, minori-
ties and the growing number
of folks with little or no health
insurance.  

For more information on
the Avon Walk for Breast Can-
cer, go to www.avonfounda-
tion.org.  For more
information on Pamper My
Party, go to 
www.pampermyparty.com
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Lamorinda Weekly Online
We all know how quickly Internet use has grown, and how

successfully it has connected people all over the world. Perhaps
you have friends or family who don't live in Lamorinda but who
might enjoy reading a particular story or seeing pictures of your
kids, grandkids or maybe even yourself that has been published
in the Lamorinda Weekly?

Go online! You will find all of our stories, from the first issue
to the most current, on our web site:
www.lamorindaweekly.com.  All of the pages you have 
seen in your Lamorinda Weekly newspaper are stored 
in our online archive.

Because the Lamorinda Weekly is a full-size newspaper, it is
not ideal for computer screens. So, for your convenience, we
have also included "single-story" files. 

Like the examples below, each story is available in letter-size
format; easy to view, easy to print and easy to email!

Try it out! Open our web site, type into the Search bar a name
or location and see what you find. Please enjoy it, and if you like
it tell your friends about it!

all content copyright by Lamorinda Weekly, Moraga CA

Wednesday, February 6, 2008  •  Volume 01; Issue 26  •  www.lamorindaweekly.com

T here are many challenges in throwing a dinner party, but when the menu

requires 700 pounds of cracked crab to feed more than 300 guests, plan-

ning is everything.Each year, between January and March, dozens of organizations in the area pre-

pare buckets and tubs of legs, bodies and claws from our popular West Coast crus-

tacean for their annual crab feeds.  The Moraga Valley Kiwanis, which will host its

eighth annual crab feed Saturday, Feb. 9 at the Holy Trinity Cultural Center in Mor-

aga, amasses an army of volunteers to pull off one of their biggest fundraisers of the

year.  

“We start planning 11 months ahead,” Kiwanis crab feed co-chair Sam Sperry

said.  

In addition to coordinating the crab order, preparation and serving at the event,

more than half of the Kiwanis’ 60 members help oversee the silent auction, the set up

and tear down, cook additional food for the dinner, and man the beer, wine and cock-

tail operation. 
“Jeff Koester is the other co-chair, and he handles the food and beverages,”

Sperry said.  “Jeff makes fresh pasta with spaghetti sauce, salad and his own spe-

cial recipe for salsa that he serves with chips as an appetizer.  He starts at 8 a.m.

doing the food preparation so we’re ready when we open the door at 6 p.m.  We also

work with the East Bay Center for Volunteers to get high school students to do the

serving.  They have tip jars, and last year they raised $1,000 in tips.”

The bulk of the money raised at the Kiwanis crab feed comes from the silent

auction.  “Tim Freeman is our silent auction coordinator and has gotten roughly 100

items donated,” said Sperry, who, with wife Susan, has hosted a celebrity dinner at

their house as an auction item where local “celebrities” like Moraga School Superin-

tendent Rick Schafer, Town Councilman Mike Metcalf, and Town Manager Phil Vince

serve dinner to the winning bidder.

“We are aiming to give away $35,000 in grants this year,” Sperry added.

“The crab feed is clearly one of our largest fundraisers.”

Other organizations holding local crab feeds in the coming days and weeks in-

clude the Lamorinda 4H club and the Soroptimist International of 24-680.  The 4H’s

feed is on Feb. 9 at the Martinez Boys and Girls Club, with proceeds supporting the

youth fair and awards. The Soroptimist inaugural feed is on Sunday, Feb. 24 at

Oakwood Athletic Club in Lafayette.  It benefits women and girls in local com-

munities and throughout the world.

Like many organizations in the area, the Kiwanis orders its crab from a

local seafood wholesale distributor that delivers the fresh Dungeness on the

morning of the event – packed in ice, cracked, and cleaned – in large shipping

containers wrapped in plastic.

Folsom-based Pacific Crab Company, which specializes in crab feeds, suggests

organizations order at least two pounds of crab per person, which equates to about one

pound after the crab has been cracked and cleaned.  Sperry said the Kiwanis increased

their crab order this year to be sure they would have enough for everyone, and even

some extra to sell at the door after the event.

“Last year, we used every bit of the 675 pounds Jeff ordered,” he said.

Nearly 8 million pounds of Dungeness crab are caught on average each year, ac-

cording to Fish and Game records, but this year’s season had a late start due to the

Nov. 8 oil spill in the San Francisco Bay.  Fortunately, the opening was delayed by

only two weeks, opening on Dec. 1 after the state declared local crab free of contam-

ination.  

That was good news for organizations like the Moraga Valley Kiwanis,

which raises nearly $15,000 each year at the crab feed to fund grants for various

local charities.  
When it is all over, the volunteers will take a much needed break.  Then two

weeks after the event, Sperry said he will meet with the Cultural Center’s event co-

ordinator to see what went right and what they should change for next year. 

Then they will start planning all over again.  

For anyone interested in purchasing any remaining tickets for the Kiwanis

event, contact Paul Ratto at (925) 899-9536.  For ticket information regarding the

Soroptimist crab feed, call (925) 890-1167.

‘Tis the Season to Dine on Dungeness

By Jennifer Wake

Want to spice up your crab?  

Boil it with herbs.
1/4 cup pickling spice

3 tablespoons sliced fresh chives 

2 tablespoons yellow mustard seeds 

2 tablespoons black peppercorns 

2 tablespoons crushed red pepper flakes 

1 tablespoon celery seeds 

1 tablespoon sliced fresh ginger 

2 teaspoons dried oregano 

5 crushed bay leaves Tie all the spices in a muslin bag and add to the boiling liquid

with sea salt to taste.
(Source:  http://www.chow.com/recipes/10603)

Pamela Stewart and Cindy Silberman ready for crab at the Holy Trinity Cultural Center in MoragaPhoto Andy Scheck
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Dyer Defense and See-Saw BattleBrings Campo the Win

By Conrad BassettChris Dyer scored the first three points of the game and finished with
four of the last six, but it was his tenacious defense and eye for his

teammates that led the Campolindo boys basketball team to a 66-56 win

over rival Miramonte before a packed house on Jan. 29 in Orinda.
The Cougars (14-6, 7-1 DFAL) jumped off to a 9-2 lead as Jack

Trotter and Adam Mancebo also drained threes but the Matadors (17-

3, 7-1 DFAL) fought back behind Chris Hatfield's eight points in the pe-

riod and led by 22-19 after one.The second period remained a see-saw as neither team led by more

than three.  Jack Trotter scored 11 of his first half 21 points in the period

the last two coming on a monster dunk to tie the game at 37-37 at the end

of the half on a Tom Wraith assist.In the third, each team made a run.  Following a Mancebo score,

Eric Obeysekere hit a two and Petar Madzerivic scored five straight and

the Mats led 45-40 which would be their biggest lead of the game.  The

Cougars chipped away at the lead with Will Shields answering Zac Akin's

three with one of his own to cut the lead to 48-46.  Dyer than passed out

two of his game high eight assists, one each to Trotter and one to Miles

Macy and the Cougars had the lead.  Hatfield added two and following

three Dyer free throws and another Hatfield basket, the third period was

over with Campo ahead by 53-52.In the critical fourth period, Campo methodically pulled away from

the Mats.  Shields hit his fifth trey of the game on yet another Dyer pass

and Trotter added two. An Obeysekere follow shot to cut the lead to 58-

54 and an Obeysekere jumper at the 1:26 mark to keep it a four point

deficit were the only Miramonte scores in the fourth period.  The Cougs

ended the game by scoring the last six points, one a Dyer steal and coast-

to-coast layup with 1:06 to go to seal the win.Trotter finished with 28 points and 14 rebounds and four blocks

while his Matador counterpart Obeysekere scored 14 to go with 15 re-

bounds and 6 blocks.  He led balanced Miramonte scoring which also

included 14 from Hatfield who had seven rebounds, 13 from Akin, and

ten from Madzerivic.
Shields finished with 15 for the Cougars and Dyer totaled 12 pointsand seven rebounds in the onlyDFAL matchup of the season be-tween the two teams.  As there are10 teams in the league, each teamonly plays five teams twice.  Thiswill change next year when theDFAL drops to a seven teamleague as part of the new NCS re-alignment.  If each team continuesto win, however, a matchup in theNCS Division 3 playoffs is a distinctpossibility.

Jack Trotter (34) and Eric Obeysekere (35)                      Photo Jordan Fong
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Walking & Pampering for a Cause
By Cathy Tyson

Alessandra was visiting
from Berkeley when she got the
lucky bar.  “I got some good
chocolate here,” says the young
3rd grader, showing a bar of
Scharffenberger chocolate. “I
have tons of bubble gums,
M&M and sour Jelly Bellies.”
In the store, she found a 1961
DVD for her daddy and a birth-
day card for her younger
brother.  Kacey, a freshman at
Acalanes High School, was

lucky that parent Richard got a
Golden Ticket.  He shared it
with her.  “It’s fantastic here,”
said the Walnut Creek resident,
“they have collections of sweets
for all ages and all at the same
place.”  Adults can get hard-to-
find candies like Flicks, wax
lips, Big Hunks and Razzles;
you have to be a certain age to
know why those are special.

At 5pm sharp the store
opened to the public.  There was

a rush of exited children and
teens.  In a time of fight against
children obesity one could won-
der about the value of such a
store.  “This is totally part of
childhood,” said a mother
who’d rather stay unnamed,
“kids won’t come here every-
day, but it’s a fun place for an
occasional treat, just to put a lit-
tle more sweetness in our lives.”
Lafayette resident Laura Easley,
Ella’s mother, is adamant, “I’ll
probably be back once a week
for myself; I love this place.”
Obviously the charming and
slender mother needn’t concern
herself about her silhouette.

“We have a small non-
sugar section in the back of the
store that will grow,”  says Didi,
“our sorbet from Gelato Clas-
sico in Concord are 85% fruit
and one of our ice creams is
sugarless.”  Pleasure without the
guilt!  Is that reasonable?

Powell’s Sweet Shoppe is
located at 3591 Mt. Diablo
Boulevard.

Sweet Event at the Mercantile
... continued from page 13

The rush for sweets: Powell’s opens the doors at  Lafayette Mercantile

Music Lessons
www musicandart org

My Housing Guide EDUCATE & EMPOWER YOURSELF

MyHousingGuide.comLengacher. “From the moment that
you walk into the lobby, the actors

character hammed it up for the au-
dience. With his swarthy complex-

Student Directors Bruns and Bon-
temps.

Miramonte Performs Les Mis
By Andrea A. Firth

Tackling a musical that por-
trays the struggle of a

downtrodden man trying to re-
deem himself in the face of social
injustice while set in France as
the Napoleonic Wars rage is
pretty heady stuff for a high
school production. When the mu-
sical is the legendary Les Miser-
ables based on the book by Victor
Hugo, it is even more remark-
able. “I couldn’t have imagined
in my wildest dreams that such an
epic show could ever be per-
formed at a high school,” states
Miramonte drama teacher and
acting coach Heather Cousins. A
school edition of the musical (al-
most identical to the Broadway
version) released with amateur

royalties and “the immense talent
of the Miramonte students”
makes this possible according to
Cousins.

To master this larger-than-
life show, the cast (with the fe-
male leads double cast) has been
working on the production since
December with rehearsals lasting
up to six hours or more. In addi-
tion to the grueling rehearsal
schedule, sophomore Max Cole-
man has found that playing the
lead role of Jean Valjean has pre-
sented some other challenges.
“The major difficulty with the
role is demonstrating my age,”
says Max. “The age difference
between my character and me is
about 50 years! Another difficulty

is that I have to show that I am
dying of consumption (tuberculo-
sis) throughout the entire play.”

Max and his fraternal twin
brother Daniel, who plays
Thenardiers the corrupt
innkeeper in the play, have been
performing in musical theater
since they were in grade school,
and mom Ellie Schwartzman
could not be prouder of her
singing thespian offspring. Asked
if he could relate to the story of
the wretched ones, Max re-
sponded, “One of the main
themes of Les Miserables is the
peasants' rebellion against the
cruel and unjust monarchy, and I
definitely sympathize with that
belief.” He clarified his answer to
state that the monarchy in this in-
stance did not represent his par-
ents—but he does believe that the
cruelties found in the show in
some ways parallel current events
of today.

Les Miserables will be per-
formed at the Miramonte High
School Theater (750 Moraga Way
in Orinda) on March 13, 14, and
15 at 7:30 pm; March 20, 21, and
22 at 7;30 pm; and march 16 and
22 at noon. Advance tickets can
be purchased through the Mira-
monte High School website
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/mira-
monte or at the door.

Max and Daniel Coleman rehearsing for Les Miserables at Miramonte Photo provided
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