
The Lafayette Arts & Sci-
ence Foundation sponsored

Rube Goldberg competition is
based on the college level, Na-
tional Rube Goldberg Contest
and scaled back for Stanley Mid-
dle School science enthusiasts by
Lead Science teacher Mike
Meneghetti.

Sixteen teams participated
in this year’s Build a Burger
theme.  They spent months work-
ing on their ideas and perfecting
their machines before the final
competition that was held on
March 27th.

Brothers Scott and Andrew
Bertics took first place.

“We wanted to make an
anagram for Rube Goldberg, so
we named it Be Goldburger,”
said eighth grader Scott Bertics.
Incorporating simultaneous in-
genious energy transfers (steps),
they used a catapult, funnel,
ramps, rubber band gun, two
pound weight and balance to get
the burger on the bun and turn it
gold with glitter.

Cody Gibb, Tommy
Holmes and Luke Johnston took
second for Fast Food Feeding
Frenzy.  They incorporated an
electrical circuit that burned
through steel wool causing the
burger, securely taped to the spat-
ula so it wouldn’t exit the space,
to flip onto the bun.

Jack Peterson and Spenser
Tejada placed third.  They pro-
grammed a robot to wait 21 sec-
onds before moving its robotic
arm to slow down the steps and
win more points.

Tyler Sorensen, Nicolette
Sorensen and Joshua Lee took
Honorable Mention using a zip
line and series of teeter totters to
get their burger on the bun.

Daniel Escobar, Patrick
Espe, Andrew Langley and Mar-
cus van Duren spent hours pack-
ing as many ingenious energy
transfers as they could into the
specified space.  They managed
23 steps, but spent so much time
explaining how their machine
worked that time ran out.   Un-

daunted, they proudly ran the
contraption twice, even though
they knew they wouldn’t win.  At
one point, everyone waited in an-
ticipation as their one minute
timer ticked.  Applause rang out
and the boys basked in triumph
when the machine continued and
completed the task.

“No more Factory Farms,”

read a sign attached to Just for
You machine created by Julia
Curiel, Grace Linderholm and
Antonia Yu.  Their theme was a
protest against fast food with
construction paper flames rim-
ming the machine and photos of
crowded cow barns and chicken
coops.

Savannah Lane and
Melissa Emerson were the only
contestants to use a chemical re-
action, dropping Mentos into
soda to inflate a balloon.

LASF volunteer science coor-
dinator Mary Ilyin said, “The

best part was how excited the
kids were to set up quickly so
they could inspect each other’s
machines.  It was great to watch
them be amazed by their fellow
contestants’ ingenuity.”

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, April 16, 2008LAMORINDA WEEKLY       Page: 16

Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley • Camino
Pablo Campolindo  •  Contra Costa Jewish Day School • Del Rey
Donald L. Rheem • Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary  • Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy
Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow
Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

Register Now!  
Classes Start Next Week

Adults, Teens, Kids

sewnow! 960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette [1 block S of Mt. Diablo]  (925) 283-7396  info@sewnow.com
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fashion studio

!ow
Have fun designing and 

making your own fashions!
 

Classes for all ages - daytime, after 
school, evenings, and Saturdays.

 

Summer Camps
 

Full and Half-day Summer Camps 
for Kids and Teens - have fun, learn 

new skills and create your own 
designer fashions!

 

For more information drop-in, call, or 
visit: www.sewnow.com
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“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Puravidacamp.com

Archery
Rock Climbing
Ropes  Course
Horseback Riding

•
•
•
•

Nature
Camping
Mt. Biking
Sports

•
•
•
•

Outdoor

Music
Singing

•
•

Drama
Art

•
• Dance•

adventuredaycamp.com

Home
Transportation

Extended Care included

Aquatics
Swimming
Canoeing

•
•

Sailing
Kayaking

•
•

Creativity

A sleep away program by
Adventure Day Camp

Session Dates:
August 10th -August 17th

Ages: 8 - 16

       Ages 4 - 14
         For More Information Please Call

(925) 937-6500
Or Visit 

Serving Moraga, Orinda, Lafayette, 
Oakland, Piedmont, Berkeley, & the 680 
Corridor from Martinez to San Ramon

A traditional summer camp in Walnut Creek

Youth Ink Winners Announced

Youth Ink received al-
most 60 submissions that were
each read and critiqued by an
esteemed panel of local profes-
sional writers comprised of
Melissa Manlove, Scott Ostler,
Yvonne Prinz and Ginger
Wadsworth.

“This year’s Youth Ink
entries had distinctive voices
and celebrated youth, protested
the encroachment of suburbia
on nature, articulated fear and
loss of a loved one, and cele-
brated the safety and realness
of family life in contrast to the

social pressures at school,”
said Maureen Brown, president
of the Orinda Junior Women’s
Club. “We are pleased Youth
Ink was the catalyst for these
talented young writers to share
their thoughts.”

Youth Ink winners will be
honored at an awards cere-
mony and reading at the
Orinda Library Auditorium on
Wednesday, April 16, at 6:30
p.m.  The public is welcome to
attend!

Generous co-sponsors of
Youth Ink, including The City

of Orinda, Friends of the
Orinda Library, The Story-
teller, Denning & Company,
Dragonfly Studio, and Ig &
Martha Vega and Clark
Thompson of Village Associ-
ates, made the contest possible.
The Orinda Junior Women’s
Club welcomes additional
sponsorships to ensure contin-
ued success.

If you are interested in
becoming an OJWC member,
please email Diane Eames at
diane_eames@hotmail.com

First Place of $250: 
Lauren Dahlberg-Seeth, OIS, Grade 8, for "The Walls Are Mine"

Second Place of $125: 
Tamar McCollom, OIS, Grade 8, for "The Importance in Insignificance"

Third Place of $75: 
Hanne Andersen, Julia Morgan School for Girls, Grade 8, for "My Favorite Place"

Honorable Mentions (and $25 gift certificate from The Storyteller) go to 
Miriam Griswold,  Allison Light, Margot Mai,  Marina Mai,  Lillian Malmberg, 
Evan McAvenia, Kelly Noah,  Sarah Sachs,  Ashley See and Michelle Wu.

The Orinda Junior Women’s Club (OJWC) is
pleased to announce the winners of Youth Ink,

an annual creative writing contest open to all sixth-,

seventh- and eighth-grade students who live or attend
school in Orinda.  

The 2008 Youth Ink winners are:

LASF Rube Goldberg Culminates in Energetic Evening
By Barbara Millman Cole, LASF Media Liaison

1st Place, Scott and Andrew Bertics Photo Cathy Bertics

2nd Place, (L-R) Tommy Holmes, Cody Gibb and Luke  Johnston     Photo Charlotte Gibb

3rd Place,  Jack Peterson (left) and Spencer Tejada      Photo Cathy Bertics

Mike Rosa State Farm Agent, 
1042 Country Club Dr Suite 2D • Moraga
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Sophie reading her favorite 

newspaper in the snow in Yosemite

A tired Ben Tyson, coming in for a

landing at Cabo San Lucas.  

Photo by reporter/mom Cathy Tyson. 

"Breast Cancer Boot CampCruise to Cabo San Lucas."  (More than 100 women gathered for the cruise.)

What Did You Do Over Spring Break?
This is what we did...

Amanda waits in

Stuttgart for the

rescheduled flight to

London Heathrow

Terminal 5. Her bag 

arrives at home one

week later.




