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EBMUD Imposes a
Water Shortage Management Program

By Sophle Braccml
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Last year, the East Bay Munic-
ipal Utility District asked its
users for voluntary rationing. This
year, after a second dry year, re-
duction in water use is mandatory
to the tune of 19% for single fam-
ily users and 12% for commercial
users. Many residents and officials
are taking steps to reduce their
usage, while some question the
fairness of the policy and even the
management acumen of the
agency.

A shortage of water is not

new to California. Many battles £

have been fought over water, and
some see potable water as the most
precious and endangered resource
of our planet. With rising con-
sciousness about climate change
and conservative use of our natu-
ral resources, when EBMUD de-
clared a  water shortage
management program most users
started brainstorming on how they
could contribute. The financial
consequence of not saving will cer-
tainly be an enticement. If water
use does not decrease by 19%
compared to the last 3-year aver-
age, residents will face a $2 sur-
charge per unit (748 gallons) of
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water used. All customers will see
a 10% increase of their bill to cover
operating and drought costs; read
your EMBUD drought mailer
carcfully.

“We should all be concerned.
There is not enough
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Meter water
in California,” says
Moraga resident Al Kyte, “but peo-
ple in this country do not like to be

told how to live, so nothing will
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happen until it hurts.” The biggest
demand for water by homeowners
is for outside watering; thirsty
lawns are an easy target. Kyte is
part of the “Bring Back the Na-
tives” movement that advocates re-
placing water-demanding plants
such as lawns with drought toler-
ant native plants. “We are just a
few years behind Arizona where
having lawns is prohibited,” adds
Kyte, “people here could keep their
lawns on flat areas only and re-
place most of it with natives that
are very attractive and do not re-
quire any water once established.”
Gardening with drought re-
sistant plants is only one of
EBMUD’s recommendations to
help residents curtail their con-
sumption. Orinda Council mem-
ber Sue Severson is well aware of
the requirements, “Our family is
always conscientious about saving
energy and water. Recently we
added a water well on our property
to use for landscape watering
needs. Our family is also consider-
ing replacing the original toilet fix-
tures with the new low water
ones,” says Severson.
In Moraga, Council Member
Ken Chew is confident that resi-
dents will conserve. “If the ma-
jority of the households in
Moraga participate in taking
water conservation steps, we
can play a major part in help-
ing to conserve one of our most
precious resources - clean and
./ drinkable water.” Chew recom-
mends using less than 100 gallons
of water per day per household,
stop washing cars, set water sprin-
klers to 3mn maximum and use it
every other day, conserve water in
toilets, hand wash dishes and take
shorter showers, turning off the
water as you soap.
... continued on page 7
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up to 50” off
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Save IS date:

Fri May 30™ - Sat May 31 9-3pm

20 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette, (925)-962-1776

A tantalizing array
of vintage for
home & garden:
everything from advanced
stages of decay to pristine
statues.

Do stop by-we
promise to please!
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Voted Best Of The Best
In The East Bay

Free hair cut with
a color service*
*with Maryha or Stefani

dizablo

best

o -
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“Masters, The True
Artists Of Color, Cut
& Style”

Seen In Harper’s
Bagaar Magagine

925-939-7425

Tuesday - Saturda
4 4 2400 Olympic Blvd., Suite 4 - Walnut Creek

Evening Appointments Available

PILATES, YOGA

RECONDITIONING

Our approach
to recondirioning is based on
helping clients achieve their goals
by integrating Resistance Training,
Pilates, and Yoga. Our studio
offers a personal and professional
environment, perfect for those

S seeking the knowledge to help
themselves understand and
implement their full potential.

Gz’ve the Dad in your life the Gift of

Absolute Center. One on one training
discounts and class packages available.
See our web site for more details or

call 925 299 CORE
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at McCaulou’s

*On items of 15.00 or more

M aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

FREE

Gift With "
Purchase! . JOCkey
Buy Two - Under\(/\)/ear
Webkinz and b /
receive a } / 2 5 0
Golden Retriever OFF
Webkinz FREE - reg. price

SALE
Flip Flops!
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20% OFF

Womens e Kids ¢ Mens

Look for the “EXTRA 20% OFF”’Toppers

EXTRA! EXTRA!
Take an Extra

0% OFF

On already Marked Down
Clearance Sale Iltems in the

Shoe Dept.

A Big Selection To Choose From On
Clearance Merchandise Already
Marked Down 30% to 75% OFF.

Womens ¢ Kids ¢ Mens

SALE
Crocs!

25% OFF

Womens ¢ Kids ¢ Mens

Great Colors to choose from: Mango,

Choose from: Reef, Sugar,
Ocean Minded, Havajanas,
Women’s O’Neill, Teva, Cobian, Vans

Orange, Kelly Green, Red, Black,
Cotton Candy, Turquoise, Sea Blue, Navy,
Grape, Purple, Chocolate, Yellow, Fuchsia
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DANVILLE MORAGA COUNTRYWOOD CLAYTON ROAD ORINDA
Town & Country Moraga Center Treat & Bancroft Vineyard Center Village Square

LAFAYETTE

Plaza Center

MONTCLAIR
6211 Medau Place, Oakland






