
Meetings of the Acalanes

Union High School Dis-

trict (AUHSD) Governing

Board are typically staid affairs

attended by a handful of par-

ents and teachers who listen as

the Board members discuss

matters of curriculum, staffing,

and of late mostly the budget.

However, the AUHSD Board

was greeted last Wednesday

with a packed house that over-

flowed into the lobby adjacent

to the meeting room. Over

eighty parents, players, and

colleagues came to voice their

support for former Miramonte

Girls Varsity Basketball coach,

Darrell Hirashima, and to ex-

press their discontent over his

recent dismissal.

“We are outraged that

Darrell has been relieved as

Miramonte’s Girls Basketball

coach,” stated player parent

Judy Batlin. “We are here be-

cause we want to you to rein-

state Darrell Hirashima right

now,” she added.

One by one players, par-

ents, and a coaching colleague

stepped up to the podium to

convey to the Board their re-

spect and admiration for Hi-

rashima’s coaching talent and

character. Several young

women who had been coached

by Hirashima related the sup-

port that he had provided them

both on and off of the court.

Described as a soft-spoken,

good hearted, unpretentious

man, several speakers noted

the long-standing winning

ways of the Miramonte Lady

Matadors under Hirashima’s

coaching.

The Board was repeatedly

asked to reconsider the deci-

sion to terminate Hirashima.

“This is a good man. This is a

good coach,” stated one parent.

“Please take the time to recon-

sider this decision.”

The AUHSD Governing

Board listened intently to the

predetermined twenty minutes

of public comment, however

following their standard proto-

col; the Board conducted no

further discussion of the matter

at the meeting.
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Pay less for electricity with SolarLease

TURN SUNSHINE
INTO SAVINGS

$0DOWN
$85/MO.

Typical 3-BDRM Home

“$0 Down” promotion expires 7/31/08. A solar power station is customized for your home,so lease terms vary based on system size, government rebates and local utility rates. A lease for a 3.2kW system starts at $85 per month with an 
annual increase of 3.5% each year for 15 years. No security deposit is required. First month’s payment is due upon delivery of materials. SolarLease is not available in all areas. Copyright, 2008 SolarCity. All rights reserved. CA CSLB 888104.

Contact Us for a FREE Solar Consultation
888.SOL.CITY I 888.765.2489 I SOLARCITY.COM

California’s #1 Residential Solar Power Company

AUHSD Board Meeting Attracts Crowd and Outcry over Coach Dismissal
By Andrea A. Firth

AUHSD Explores Bond Extension
By Andrea A. Firth

Back in May, the Governing

Board of the Acalanes Union

High School District commissioned

a survey of voters in the District to

determine support for a no tax rate

increase bond measure to be placed

on the November 2008 ballot. Re-

sults of the telephone survey of just

over 400 area registered voters re-

vealed that there was a very good

base of support—65% in favor—

for a bond extension to raise funds

to renovate and improve the facili-

ties at the four high schools in the

District, the adult education center

in Walnut Creek, and the District

office. 

As proposed, the bond exten-

sion would lengthen the time that

taxpayers would pay the same tax

by ten or more years, however the

tax rate would not increase. If

placed on the November ballot, the

bond measure will require 55% of

voters to approve for passage.

Based on the District’s Facil-

ities Master Plan, the projects to be

covered by the bond extension in-

clude general projects such as the

replacement of aging roofing, the

conversion of facilities no longer

needed into classroom space, and

the creation of a 10-year technology

fund. The site specific projects pro-

posed emphasized the need for im-

proving the safety of facilities such

as Campolindo High School, which

is now fifty years old and in need of

modernization

The Governing Board set two

dates in July for special Board

meetings to adopt a resolution to

place a no-tax rate increase bond

measure on the Fall ballot. (See

School Calendar)
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