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Conservationists Help Kids Go Buggy for Bugs

By Jennifer Wake
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Nearly thirty children sat atten-
tively on the floor of the

Moraga Library last Thursday,
waiting for a chance to do some-
thing that might make some par-
ents cringe: Let a two-inch long
hissing cockroach crawl over their
hands.

The visit was part of an effort
to enlighten kids to the mysterious
world of bugs and promote conser-
vationism for their habitats. Edu-
cation specialists from the Center
for Ecosystem Survival brought
Australian walking sticks, Mada-
gascar hissing cockroaches, giant
African millipedes, and California
darkling beetles to the library as
part of their Insect Discovery Lab
program.

Presenters Trent Davis and
Emily Geiges said they bring their
bugs to 700 different locations
throughout the greater Bay Area
each year with the hope of teach-
ing children about the wonder of
these creatures. It is also a way to
promote their “Adopt an Acre”
program, which raises funds to
purchase and protect critical
ecosystems for endangered species
of plants and animals in the trop-
ics.

“There are 1.7 million kinds
of bugs named in the world, but
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Insect Discovery Lab education specialist Emily Geiges shows children a Mal
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scientists think there are 50 to 100
million yet to be discovered,”
Geiges told the children. “We’re
trying to save the ecosystem these
animals live in.”

Children sat quietly as the
presenters gently placed the crea-
tures on patient, open hands. As
the children (and some bold par-
ents) held the creatures, they were
told of all the wonderful things
they do for the environment, such
as removing waste, fertilizing the
soil, and even dining on dead ani-
mals that could otherwise decay
and spread disease. The specialists
also explained some common mis-
conceptions that often lead to fear
of these creatures.

“People think cockroaches
are dirty, but they are actually very
clean creatures,” Geiges said as she
gently held a large hissing cock-
roach in her fingers. “People see
them on food or near garbage, but
they’re just coming out to eat.”

When asked why a child’s
bug fascination can turn to bug re-
vulsion, Geiges said parents play a
key role. “If mom is screaming at
a spider, it sends a message to the
child,” she said. ‘“Parents need to
keep their minds as open as possi-
ble. Children look to you for an
example.”
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Keeping an open mind about
our local insects can be beneficial
as well.

Gary Dorrington, who works
at McDonnell Nursery in Orinda,
believes we should be focusing our
attention on bees.

“I can’t stress enough how
important it is to educate ourselves
about bees. People tend to lump
bees with yellow jackets, wasps,
and hornets,” Dorrington said.
“Wasp and yellow jacket traps kill
honeybees as well. But honeybees
aren’t going to harm someone un-
less someone touches them, and
they’ll die after they sting you, so
there’s your solution.”

Ahandout written by the Wal-
nut Creek Garden Club entitled
“Save the Bees,” offered at Orchard
Nursery in Lafayette, states that if
honeybees die off, scientists predict

that two-thirds of our food would ei-
ther be gone or become so expen-
sive that no one could afford it.

University of California at
Berkeley researchers were alarmed
to find that commercial honeybee
populations have dropped precipi-
tously in recent years, from 4 mil-
lion to 2.4 million, and wild bee
species are also plummeting. Pes-
ticides may play a role in the re-
duction of wild species, since many
sprays are ‘“non-selective” and kill
good bugs (soldier beetles, lady
beetles and honeybees) as well as
the bad.

The Garden Club suggests
using insecticidal soaps rather than
pesticides and landscaping with
plants that will attract honeybees,
native bees and other pollinators:
borage, coreopsis, marjoram,
thyme, lavender, rosemary, single
roses and hyssop. “Most bees like
open flowers to land on. Bees es-
pecially enjoy rosemary, as well as
most flowering plants and trees,
such as apple, almond, lemon and
orange trees.”

... continued on page 11
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o Sharp Bicycle o

Fisher Simple City Bikes arriving soon

“One stop shop
for all your

commuter bike needs”

Matt Sharp, Owner

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square

284-9616 - M-F 10-6,Sat 9-6,Sun 12-5
www.sharpbicycle.com

Heal Your Back, Knees and HiPs
sith Pilates

°39

One month
trial offer
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1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

925-376-7500

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT USED BOOKSTORE

CANETTI'S BOOKSHOP

We sell & trade gently read books

Quality Books at good prices
Save extra on bookgroup selections
Special order new books
Gift certificates available

39 Moraga Way ¢ Orinda * 925.258.9076
OPEN 10am-9pm EVERY DAY!

Small Business of the Year 2006

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

computer technical support

repairs ¢ training * websites

Computer Consulting & Training

025.283.5666

Nerd4Rent.com

3503 Mt Diablo Blvd, Suite 4
Lafayette, California 94549
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M aulou’s

FRE

Giftwrapping*

at McCaulou’s

*On items of 15.00 or more

Extra! Extra!

20

%o

OFF

ipS Dept.

A big selection to choose

from on

excellent values already marked down.

Take an Extra 20% OFF clearance merchandise.
Look for the “Extra 20% OFF” Red Toppers.

Babies ¢ Toddler Girl « Toddler Boy

Girls 4 to 6X * Boys4to7 ¢ Girls 7 to 16

M aulous

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

ALFRED DUNMER
Entire Stock of
Spring Sportswear

OFF

NOW 16.99 - 32.99
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Molil Teas & Shirts
Thesa Will Go Fast!

Firast come, first serve

ALL SUN HATS -
By Capelli, Axxents : ‘-r-
M.Y.AG., Sun & Sand b i
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NOW ONLY 9.99
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LIZ CLAIBORNE
All Spring Teas. Capriz,
Skirts, Jackats Pants

%
OFF

NOW 20.99 - 77.40

FRESH PRODUCE
Fantastic Selection of
Teas, Capris, Drasses

%

OFF

NOW 17.99 - 43.20
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CARIBBEAN JOE

Teas, Caprs & Mora!

NOW 13.99 - 26.99

Greal Selection of

%

OFF

COTTON CONMNECTION
Entire Stock of
Summer Coordinaies

5“DFF

NOW 9.99 - 23.99
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ALL SWIMWEAR
Maxzines, Caribbean Jos,
& Ponbrook. Al Styles

LADIES DEPT.

%

OFF

CATHY DAMIELS
Red, White, Navy &
Chambray Knit Groups

OFF '

NOW 15.99 - 23.99 J
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LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR
PRim i T cowri @] Copmanlry B2 11 higagis P Ol
P A0 H25) B3 T-0041 1500 3302210

VI aulous

CONCORD SONOMA

\inargand Cenber
535, a37-00.30

All Stretch Twill By Currents, Crystal Assorted Tropical And Sun Dresses . EI"!I" Salem Straits &
Bermuda Shorts. 6 - 16 | Carolyn Taylor & More! | Prinis by Salem Straits By Peariree takind Erika. 10 Colors. 5-XL
0 0 , ¥ '
OFF OFF H OFF OFF
NOW 13.60 NOW 4.99 - 9.99 COMPARE AT 38.00 = T NOW 14.99 E ] R NOW ONLY 7.99
ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK
9 Bay Area Stores to serve you! Vilir Squive  Mceaga Canter Couirymond Caesar
§25) 354-3448 (92%) 3T6-7252 {AZ5) B35-0300

NAPA

Hapa Town Cender
(PR EoE-50TE
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