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FOXTAILS

By Mona Miller, DVM
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Foxtails can be

oxtails present a signifi-
Fcant health hazard to ani-
mals throughout California,
from late spring through fall.
It is impossible to miss this
wild annual grass if one goes
out into any un-landscaped
area. The name refers to the
bushy spike arrangement at the
top of the grass that resembles
the tail of a fox — it is a cluster
of spikelets attached to a main
stem. Each cluster comes off
the plant easily, and tiny barbs
clasp onto material (socks, fur,
etc). Then, the sharp point at
the base of the cluster allows it
to move forward into the ma-
terial. This is the plant’s adap-
tation for dispersing its seeds
throughout an area. For most
wild animals that live in the
same native environments that
foxtails are found, their fur is
short enough that the foxtail
does not migrate into the skin,
but is transported and dropped
off, allowing for successful
seed dispersal. However, for
our domestic pets we often
find that the foxtail point will
migrate into tissue and thereby
cause problems.

I have seen foxtails in
every part of an animal’s body.
Symptoms are related to the
body part affected. Some
areas are easier than others to
find and remove the foxtails —
such as in-between toes, the
undersides of paws, ear canals
and conjunctival lining of the
eyes. Even in these areas,
though, there may be signifi-
cant pain associated with the
foxtail (and its resultant in-
flammation and infection) that
the dog may need sedation or
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even anesthesia to remove it.
Dogs who lick their paws,
shake their heads and ears and
have swollen painful eyes
should be checked for a fox-
tail. Foxtails can get into a fe-
male dog’s vulva, causing
licking and changes in urina-
tion habits. Other areas are
more hidden — full anesthesia
would be required in the ma-
jority of cases to visualize and
remove foxtails in the throat
and nose. The classic case of a
dog inhaling a foxtail into his
nose would be one running
around in open space, and
starting to sneeze violently.
The sneezing may subside as
the foxtail settles over the next
few hours to days, but this is
something to check with your
veterinarian. Coughing and
gagging are common symp-
toms when a foxtail (or blades
of grass) gets stuck in the ton-

sil area.

Foxtails in cats are much
less common, possibly because
cats are meticulous cleaners,
but I have seen foxtails in cats’
eyes and ear canals.

When a foxtail gets em-
bedded into tissue, it is only a
matter of time before it will
start to penetrate inside. Fox-
tails can form abscesses in the
fat tissue under the skin, and
also inside the lungs and ab-
domen. Obviously, it is best to
address a foxtail problem be-
fore it has advanced inside the
body and requires subsequent
surgical diagnosis and re-
moval.

Additional information
can be found at www.veteri-
narypartner.com and
www.cvma.net.

Dr. Mona S. Miller lives in
Lafayette with her 3 year
old son and her yellow
Labrador Retriever. She
has worked at Four Sea-
sons Animal Hospital in
Lafayette since moving
here in 2001. She attended
Cal as an undergrad, and
received her DVM from
U.C. Davis. She can be
reached at Four Seasons,
938-7700, or by email to
MonaSDVM@aol.com.
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FY2008-09 PROPOSED EXPENDITURES BY GOVERNMENT FUNCTION

Parks & Recreation

$547,243 8%

Planning
$690,682
10%

Engr/Public
Works
$2,013,391
29%

Streit believes that Mor-
aga’s financial state is not cat-
astrophic. She explained that
many towns in the Bay Area
are suffering far greater cir-
cumstances than Moraga; the
Town has little debt, its bond
rating is essentially AAA and
all bargaining units are covered
in the budget.

The worrisome part of the
equation is the growth of ex-
penses while resources lan-
guish. “The cost of labor,
supplies and materials keeps
growing,” states Streit, “while
our revenue stream is more or
less stagnant.” The projected
deficit for 2009/2010 is about
$130,000; it jumps to $210,000
in 2010/2011, $460,000 in
2011/2012 and $550,000 in
2012/2013. That is, before
Streit makes her recommenda-
tions and before hiring addi-
tional police officers.

“One of the problems of
our revenue stream is that we
do not have a diversified rev-
enue base and are very vulner-
able to State take-away.” Streit

TOTAL = $6,947,160

goes on to explain that 40% of
the Town’s revenue comes

from property taxes. The
Town gets 5 cents from every
dollar paid in property tax, but
the tax is unpredictable and
fluctuates beyond Moraga’s
control. The problem is the
same with Moraga’s second
most  important  revenue
stream, sales tax, where only
one penny on the dollar stays
local. “We need to look at
sources of revenue that will
allow us to control our income
stream,” believes Streit.

At this time, working on
savings and trying to find
money for additional police of-
ficers, Streit is pessimistic: “If
no other income sources are
found in the short term, the re-
ality is that we will have to do
lay-offs.” This would neces-
sarily mean a lower level of
service for residents, such as
longer periods of wait time for
permits, less maintenance of
public grounds and fewer
recreation options.

The Council favors a dy-

General Govt
$1,389,002
20%

Debt Service
$136,000
2%

Public Safety
$2,170,844
31%

namic approach. A Council
Member Ken Chew put it, “I
support looking at ways to cut
expenses and the possibility of
a ‘Revenue Enhancement Task
Force’ to explore ways to in-
crease revenue.”

The City of Orinda re-
cently launched such a task
force. Mayor Lynda De-
schambault proposed that a
similar body be formed in
Moraga. “Rather than focus-
ing on cutting programs and
opportunities, it makes more
sense to focus our energy on
identifying ways to increase
our revenue generation.” She
would like to see a brainstorm-
ing process where different op-
tions would be studied,
including returning permitting
and processing to the Town,
adding a business license fee,
additional revenue from events
and recreation, grants or sell-
ing of property. Tashiro re-
cently met with Orinda to
discuss the project, which can
only happen if the Town Coun-
cil makes it so.

Management
hanges Tune
or 24-Hour

Members
... continued from page 6

“T have previously expressed my
frustration with the conditions to
the staff who are working there,
and have been assured by them
that the problems would be reme-
died by the opening of the new fa-
cility, and that all current 24-Hour
Fitness members would be able to
use the new facility under their ex-
isting memberships. ...nowhere in
any materials provided by the
Club, or in any discussion with any
employee of the Moraga Club, has
it ever been stated that there would
be an additional charge to existing
members to use the new facility; in
fact, quite the opposite has been
represented.”

She continued, “I am very
upset that you have decided that
existing 24-Hour Fitness members
will have to pay an additional
monthly charge to use the new
Moraga facility, notwithstanding
the fact that it does not have a pool
or any additional sports courts.
The new facility, while I certainly
hope that it will have decent air
conditioning, better equipment,
and more space than the current
substandard Moraga facility,
should not be designated as a
‘super sport’ club, nor do I believe
that any existing 24-Hour Fitness
member should be required to pay
more to use that facility.”

Sometimes the squeaky, pos-
sibly muscular, wheel gets the
grease.

# Mid-Day Dog Walks

All Fur Love Pet Care

Vacation Plans? Don't forget your pets!
(925) 212-7422
# Daily Pet Visits while You're away

# Barb Pensky, Orinda owner
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(925) SB03-0TIS CARE AT ITS BEST, RIGHT IN YOUR HOME

IR CATTEIVErS

The systems of care

np/uy

NERD 4 Rent

Computer Consulting & Training

computer technical support

repairs * training * websites

925.283.5666

Nerd4Rent.com

3503 Mt Diablo Blvd, Suite 4
Lafayette, California 94549

The largest selection of whirlpool bathtubs
in a single showroom anywhere in the world!

50 Comer Tubs - all 5izes and shapes
16 Free-Standing Tubs
4 % foot, deep Tub - availabbe nowhens elge!
6 Oriental Soaking Tubs

Gramte, Copper, and Conan-like

1 token Cast Iron Tub
16 Claw(oot Tubs

5 Brands of Handicapped, Walk-in Tubs

‘Come put vour tootsies in our tubz”

Fremont - 400°
4840 Davenport Fl.
Fremont, CA 538
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