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City Council 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo
Wednesday, September 24
Planning Comm. 7:30pm

Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, October 6

Design Review

Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive
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Park & Rec 7:30pm
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2100 Donald Drive
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Liaison 8:00am
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1280 Moraga Way

Friday, October 10

Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us
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* calendar updates

7:30pm

Candidates’
Night Forum
Wednesday, October 1,

7:30 p.m.
JM Auditorium

see page 6

Party!, 9/06/08 Moraga and
Orinda Police responded to a
Hammond Place residence on
a report of a loud party with
50 people loitering about in
the street. When the cops ar-
rived at 11:30 the noise level
was found to be at an “unac-
ceptable level.” A majority
of the students contacted
were underage and at various
stages of alcohol intoxica-
tion. A number of the party
goers ran away, damaging a
portion of fence in the
process.

D.U.L, 9/6/08 A Toyota was
stopped for traveling west-
bound in the east-bound lane
of De La Salle Drive at Saint
Mary’s College at 2:30 in the
morning. The vehicle’s 19-
year-old driver showed signs
of intoxication. It is un-
known if the driver was from
the United Kingdom.

Walking and swearing,
9/5/08 A concerned citizen
called in to report a male sub-
ject walking and yelling pro-
fanities at passing vehicles on
Moraga Road near Donald
Drive. During police contact,
the subject displayed extreme
signs of alcohol intoxication.
It was determined that he was
a danger to himself and oth-
ers, and was taken into cus-
tody. Was he beaked about
the road construction?
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Moraga Candidates to Town Council on Participatory Democracy

By Sophie Braccini

(Also read Sophie Braccini's conversation with former Mayor
Cherie Grant on participatory democracy in Moraga, page 11)

o a small town that’s always

articulated a desire for mini-
mal government, the involvement of
its citizens is crucial. Participatory
democracy is the result, encompass-
ing both volunteerism in groups that
service the greater good, and active
citizen participation in the decision
making processes that affect the
town. The six candidates seeking
election to the Town Council this
November are aware of the oppor-
tunities and challenges this creates.

“Moraga has always em-
braced the idea of minimal govern-
ment, says Howard Harpham, who
speaks from experience as President
of Kiwanis, past President of our
Park & Recreation Foundation, and
member of the Historical Society
and CERT, “Our vibrant, active
community is supported not by gov-
ernment programs, but by volun-
teers who give their time and money
to our many foundations, service or-
ganizations, commissions and pri-
vate groups.”

He is echoed by Janice Kolbe,
who says, “The spirit of volun-
teerism... is the backbone of Mor-
aga and what has contributed, more
than almost anything else, to the
strength and vitality of our commu-
nity. As a result of Moraga’s com-
mitment to ‘minimal government,’
we have seen the growth of numer-
ous foundations, service organiza-
tions, Town Commissions and
volunteer groups by which our citi-
zens have volunteered their time, en-
ergy and money to achieve things
our town government could not oth-
erwise accomplish.”

Mike Metcalf has experienced
Moraga’s democracy first hand for
the past four years, as Council mem-
ber and Mayor in 2007; he says, “By
choice and by necessity, Moraga has
always been a small-government
town. Were it not for the volun-
teerism of our citizens, many im-
portant things would not get done.
Volunteerism is encouraged and
people continue to respond with

their labors and dollars. One can
feel this on July 4th, the Pear Festi-
val, and the summer concert series.
It's not always the same people
doing the work; many become in-
volved in different ways. Commu-
nity participation is everywhere, and
the spirit is infectious.

... continued on page 6

Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
455 Moraga Road, Suite A

Moraga, California 94556

925.376.2325 — 925.376.2328 (fax)

‘e

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe — Estate planning
Lisa J. Radcliffe — Family Law, custody, support and visitation

TSAC Gets Ready
to Tackle Moraga’s Roads

By Sophie Braccini
Moraga’s Traffic Safety Advi-

sory Committee (TSAC)
presented a new Traffic Calming
Guide for the Town Council’s ap-
proval on September 10th. The new
text, that clarifies procedures and
aims at efficiently gathering public
support, puts the Fire and Police De-
partments at the center of the deci-
sion making process when it comes
to installing high impact traffic calm-
ing devices on the roads, such as the
raised speed tables that until recently
divided the Town.

When the new TSAC was ap-
pointed in January 2008, one of its
first missions was to propose a new
version of the Guide. TSAC Chair
Barbara Simpson says the commit-
tee’s mission is to act as “a buffer be-
tween citizens and Council so the
small issues do not bog down the
elected body.” The Guide was a nec-
essary tool for the Committee to ac-
complish its mission. It took TSAC
seven monthly and many additional
meetings to completely analyze and
recompose the 2000 version of the
Guide.

The result was highly praised
by the Council, which unanimously
voted to approve it. The most im-
portant changes brought forth by the
text regard the way to collect citizen
input and the systematic involve-
ment of the Fire and Police authori-
ties in the decision process. The
traffic calming elements are broken
down in 3 categories: level 1 meas-
ures - that involve education and en-
forcement but do not affect
driveways, level 2 measures — that
involve changes to signage or pave-
ment markings and level 3 measures
—that involve physical modifications
to the street.

Level 1 measures do not re-
quire anybody’s support but recom-
mend the approval by the Police
department. Level 2 and 3 require

citizen approval: 75% approval by
petition of citizens abutting the
change and 70% of citizens within
300’ of the change; other affected cit-
izens’ approval is never required.
The approval of the Police and Fire
departments is required only for
level 3 measures, while TSAC ad
Town Council need to approve level
2 and 3 measures.

During the public comment
period, some residents argued that a
calming device installed on a major
road, even if they do not live within
300’ of the device, might impact
them. They were reminded that they
could always appeal to the Town
Council, which has the final decision
on these matters.

TSAC’s role was immediately
put to the test when the next issue on
the agenda came forth. It was a sim-
ple approval of the re-classification
of Camino Pablo and Donald Drive.
Those two roads had been classified
as “Arterial” in the old days when
they were supposed to be continued
and connecting to adjacent cities.
Town Engineer Jill Mercurio, acting
at the request of the Council, pro-
posed to re-classify them as “Collec-
tor or Local.” Some residents saw
this move as an attempt by the Town
to prepare the ground to ultimately
reduce speed permanently, particu-
larly on Camino Pablo, and de-
manded that the issue be transferred
to TSAC for study.

Police Chief Ruppenthal re-
peatedly stated that the classification
was not related to speed limitation,
but the debate went on nonetheless.
Finally, Council member Bird re-
marked that the reclassification was
not a traffic calming measure and
thus not a TSAC issue; she made a
motion to simply drop the matter and
it was adopted by 3 members of the
Council.

THREE GREAT CHOICES OF LAMORINDA HOMES!

MORAGA

Updated with over 2700 sqft

Sangiovese vineyard.

11 SANDERS RANCH RD.,

Great home for entertainning!

car garage. All on a .36 ac. lot with
lap pool, patios, lawn and mature

OFFERED AT $1,355,
WWW.11SANDERSRANCHRD.COM

1 CAMINO DEL CIELO,
ORINDA
Extraordinary views! This spacious
home was just built in 2005 and
features over 5000 sqft with 4 Br,
3.5 Ba, plus extra studio/office and
second family room.

BEST VALUE IN ORINDA!
$1,599,000
WWW.1CAMINODELCIELO.COM
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Pool and Vineyard!

and a 3

000

(925)254-3030

Its more important than ever to work with an experienced

 ELENA HOOD

180 EL TOYONAL,
ORINDA
New Construction! Fabulous custom
home with high end finishes, approx
2800 sqft, 4 Br, 3.5 Ba plus large
office on a .31 acre oak-studded lot
with lawns and patios.

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
$1,499,000
WWW.180ELTOYONAL.COM
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

The Market has Changed...

top producer! Call us if you’re thinking of a move!

ORINDA - MORAGA - LAFAYETTE

REAL ESTATE GROUP

WWW.ORINDA.COM

The Right Lender to Know™

Puzzled by news of lower interest rates when
mortgages rates are increasing?

Want to know more? Call me.

925-6

RFPM

27-7109

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

GORDON STEELE
Moraca

Canyou tel

['m wearing
[nvisalign™

CALL TODAY
TO SCHEDULEA

FREE

APPOINTMENT

Come visit us for Free Consultation Day and

Invisalign is the invisible way to straighten teeth
aligners. It’s been proven to be effective in both
clinical research and in practices nationwide. So

whether your teeth are crowded, too far apart, or

new reason to smile.

invic align

start

—

smiling more”

© 2004, Align Technology, Inc.
Invisalign is a registered trademark of Align Technology, Inc.

receive $400 off Invisalign® Treatment and free

records valued at $380, for a total of $780 savings!

Get the beautiful smile you've
always wanted, without braces.

Friday October 17th ONLY!
8:00 to 5:00

Call today for an appointment,

using a series of custom-made, nearly undetectable

space is limited.

have shifted since wearing braces, you'll have a

Hudson & Axelrode

Orthodontics
1016 Country Club Drive
Moraga, CA 94556.

(925) 376-2800

www.hudsonandaxelrodeortho.com
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