
At the very end of the Mt. Dia-

blo Court, past Blodgett’s

Abbey Carpet and two other exist-

ing condominium complexes, the 2-

acre parcel owned by Lafayette

Properties recently received an ap-

proval to finally start building, sub-

ject to conditions from the City

Council.  It was more than a year

ago, September 19, 2007, that this

paper reported that the Council was

wrestling with the Lafayette Park

Terrace project.

Originally planned as a much

larger 40-unit condominium com-

plex, a year ago that was whittled

down to 28, now the final approval

will be for 18 units.   

In late July City Council

members took the unusual step of

visiting a few of the units in the ad-

jacent complex to get a better idea of

the visual and possible noise impli-

cations of the proposed project.

... continued on page 6

We recently wondered aloud

what the future might hold

for Lamorinda’s biggest little city.

Who better to ask than those very

candidates who hope to play a

prominent role in shaping that fu-

ture?  So we got in touch with the

four candidates who are vying for

the three open seats on the

Lafayette City Council and asked

them to describe their vision of

what Lafayette will look like in ten

years.  This was meant to address

concerns of growth and density, es-

pecially relevant with the Strategy

for Downtown Lafayette in the

works and Association of Bay Area

Government’s (ABAG) housing re-

quirements.  Due to space consid-

erations, these are brief comments.

In order to get a better picture of the

candidates’ positions, see them at

the upcoming Candidates Evening

hosted by the Lafayette Homeown-

ers Association (see box for details).

Gabriel Froymovich
Challenger Gabriel Froy-

movich thinks that, “We are at a

crucial moment in determining

what Lafayette will look like in ten

years.  If we keep going in our cur-

rent direction, we will have a dras-

tically different city than we do

now.”  He sees a more congested

downtown, more apartment build-

ings, and fewer single family

homes as a proportion of total units.

“This is the plan for Lafayette, as

laid out by ABAG and our current

City Council.”

He continues, “We may also

have fewer businesses, with a

smaller proportion of independent

merchants.  If the Council does not

restrain spending, and instead

passes large sales tax increases,

some independent businesses will

be forced out of town in today’s

rough economy…Sadly, in the last

Lafayette Vistas, the Council stated

that they still hope for a sales tax in-

crease.”

As the alternative candidate,

he hopes to keep all of this from

happening. “My ideal future

Lafayette is not so different than the

present Lafayette: built on healthy

neighborhoods and unique busi-

nesses, with breathing room and a

low crime rate.”

Carl Anduri
“What is essential is having a

vision now for where we want to be

in ten years and having the right

leadership to pursue that vision,”

said incumbent Carl Anduri.  If re-

elected, he will do what he can so

that in the future, “We can continue

to enjoy the beauty of our undevel-

oped ridges, hillsides and open

space and our semi-rural, small

town ambiance.”

Commenting on the need for

multi-generational housing where

residents can thrive, Anduri notes,

“We must find ways to make it pos-

sible for our seniors to continue to

live in Lafayette and to contribute

to our community.”  Other impor-

tant factors in his vision include:

having a vibrant, pedestrian and bi-

cycle-friendly downtown filled

with one-of-a-kind shops and

restaurants, expanded recreation fa-

cilities with an extensive trail sys-

tem, an excellent library for

life-long learning and great schools

to prepare students for the future.  

Finally, he wants to be pre-

pared to meet the fiscal challenges

of the next ten years.  “Our infra-

structure, including our neighbor-

hood roads, will be in excellent

condition.”   

Mike Anderson
“Thanks to our comprehen-

sive Hillside and Ridgeline Protec-

tion Ordinances, as well as the

General Plan, most of Lafayette

will look the same as it does today,”

opines Mayor Mike Anderson.

Although he does sees some

potential for growth, “However,

there may be development down-

town sparked by the new library

that will change the area near the

Park Theatre and Golden Gate Way,

possibly creating a Civic Arts Dis-

trict with walking paths and access

to Lafayette.  There should also be

opportunities for seniors to live in

this area near services and activities

vital to a healthy lifestyle.”

Equally important to Ander-

son is, “how the city will feel in ten

years?”  He sees the continuation of

the small-town atmosphere, and re-

turning students coming back to

settle in the community like their

parents did a generation ago.  “Be-

cause of this, there will continue to

be that more-than-chance opportu-

nity that you will encounter a smile

or friendly greeting from someone

that you may or may not know as

you live a day in this wonderful

place we call home.”

Carol Federighi
“Lafayette’s downtown will con-

tinue to evolve and revitalize in the

next ten years,” said incumbent

Carol Federighi.  “By the end of

next year, our much anticipated

Lafayette Library and Learning

Center will open, making the block

at Mt. Diablo, First Street and

Golden Gate Way a much livelier,

attractive place.”  She thinks resi-

dents are likely to see attractive new

development across the street on

Golden Gate and anticipates

Lafayette Circle will have addi-

tional quality retail and restaurants.

Housing growth is also part of her

vision, with opportunities especially

in the downtown area in the next

ten years, “New affordable senior

housing units on Mt. Diablo Boule-

vard near the Forge, luxury condo-

miniums on the site of the Hillside

Inn and India Palace, and multi-unit

family dwellings at the east end of

town, and we are likely to have an-

other condominium project at Town

Center III south of BART.”  

She is hopeful that additional retail

and housing in our downtown will

be accompanied by enhancements

of our creeks; conveniently located

additional parking; preservation

and restoration of the Park Theatre

and a community park.  “All im-

provements will enhance our

town’s pedestrian friendly atmos-

phere.”
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Lamorinda Community Calendar, Notes, News Lafayette
City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Town of Lafayette:

http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, October 2

Thursday, October 9 joint 

meeting with City Council

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Park, Trails, Rec. 7pm
Community Center

500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, October 8

Senior Services 3:30pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, October 23

Tuesday, October 7

Thursday, October 9 joint 
meeting with Planning Commission

Tuesday, October 14

No Need to Break In to Enter

The Burton Valley area recently suffered

a home burglary and several thefts from

autos parked in driveways.  During the

middle of the night the unknown sus-

pects successfully opened the doors of

the unlocked home and vehicles.  Police

Chief Hubbard urges all residents to al-

ways lock doors to homes and cars.

Kicking Under the Influence

Lafayette Police responded to a tripped

alarm on Mt. Diablo Boulevard.  When

they arrived, they discovered a seemingly

drunk suspect nearby.  The suspect con-

fessed to breaking two office windows

with his foot.  The kicker was cuffed and

stuffed.

Don’t Be Late for Yoga

After arriving late for yoga class, a

woman put her cell phone in her jacket

and placed the jacket on the floor in the

back of the full class.  After class was

over, she went to retrieve her jacket and

found it missing.  An unknown class-

mate mistakenly left with her Dynamic

Kevlar motorcycle jacket and pink Razr

cell phone.

Missing Car

A McBride Drive resident discovered his

car had gone missing during the night.

The owner said he pulled the car into his

driveway the night before and had left the

car unlocked with the windows down.

The owner said he had not given per-

mission to anyone to take the car.
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• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/31/08.
Usually installed while you wait. 

W/coupon. Restrictions apply.“The Forge”  

Best Manicure!
Signature Manicure $12
Signature Pedicure $25

3589 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. CA 94549. 925-299-8877

Mercury News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine

Express Facial*

$32
*25 min Facial includes 

Semi-Annual Sale

30% Off 

Shoes and Bags
cleansing, exfoliation, 

Fast Skin Rejuvenation

steaming, massage,

Open
Daily

Until 7pm

World Class Spa Facility

Steam Room, RainForest Showers

Mon thru Thu 10am-7pm, Fri thru Sun 9am-7pm

moisturizing

Couple Massage Room, Wet Room

6400 sqf with Jacuzzi, Sauna

Candidates
Night

Monday, October 6,
7:30 p.m.
Lafayette 

Community Center, 
500 Saint Mary’s Rd.

Candidates Break Out the Crystal Ball
By Cathy Tyson

Condo Project Finally Gets Okay
By Cathy Tyson

Busy Weekend at Art & Wine Festival
By Cathy Tyson

One only had to look around at

the number of adults, chil-

dren, dogs and strollers to appreci-

ate the magnitude of this event.  By

all measures the thirteenth annual

Lafayette Art and Wine Festival,

sponsored by the Chamber of Com-

merce, was a big success.

“We do not have final num-

bers yet; however, based on what

we sold, we had our biggest crowd

ever.  Good weather, no major

problems to speak of, the artists re-

ported better sales of artwork and

the non-profits were happy with the

people they met,” said Chamber

Executive Director Jay Lifson.

“This is, of course, our biggest

event of the year and it does repre-

sent close to 40% of the chamber’s

annual budget.  Without it, we

could not provide all the free serv-

ices to the community.”

A portion of the proceeds

after expenses will go to LASF, the

Lafayette Art and Science Founda-

tion and other community partners.

Police Chief Hubbard said

that Festival goers were well be-

haved; no fights, no drunk driving

arrests.

Staff, including yours truly,

was pouring wine as fast we could

at the Lamorinda Weekly wine

booth.  Perhaps it was the opportu-

nity to chat up a local newshound,

ask the correct pronunciation of

Viognier, or maybe just people

waiting for the chiropractor next

door, we will never know.

Jessica Laversin and Sophie Braccini serving wine at the Lamorinda Weekly booth
Photo Wendy Scheck

(925) 339-1918
danagreen@rockcliff.com

DanaGreenTeam.com

NEW LAFAYETTE LISTING!

Serene Custom Home Tucked Along 
Prized Lafayette Trail

711 Los Palos Drive
Extensively Renovated 3479 Square-Foot Home 
Set Amongst Grand Heritage Oaks on .77 Acre

Level Corner Property, Multiple Landscape Venues
Incredible Location Sure to Inspire and Impress!

Offered at $2,150,000




