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Lamorinda Community

Orinda’s Candidates Answer the Critical Questions

Calendar

City Council Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, October 7
Tuesday, October 21
Planning Comm. Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, October 28

Parks & Recreation Comm. 7pm

Orinda Community Center Room 7
28 Orinda Way

Wednesday, October 8

Public Safety Comm.  7pm

Sarge Littlehale Community Room
22 Orinda Way

Thursday, October 9

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 9am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way
Monday, October 6

Community Meeting 7pm
Bicycle, Trail Walkway Master Plan

Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way
Thursday, October 9

Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/

Candidates
Night

Thursday, October 16,
7 - 8:30 p.m.
Library Auditorium

ORINDA :

Orinda Police Blotter will
be back on October 15

By Andrea A. Firth
en the candidates for City
Council were asked about
their vision of Orinda in the next
five years, incumbents Victoria
Smith and Steve Glazer identified
fixing Orinda’s crumbling roads as
their number one priority, and new-
comer, Dr. Bob Larsen, focused on
the need to promote commercial
growth in the City.

“My vision for Orinda is one
in which our citizens have safe
roads,” states Smith who estimates
the cost of repair at $100 000,000.
“Fixing Orinda’s roads will require
additional resources, including
grant money, increased fees, redi-
recting funds within the City’s
budget, potential benefit assessment
districts, and potential taxes...
Roads are my first priority.”

Glazer agreed that the poor
condition of Orinda’s roads is his
top area of concern noting that the
City inherited 92 miles of substan-
dard roads and drains upon incor-
poration and that 40% of Orinda’s
roads are now in failure condition.
“I’m running for re-election to the
Council, because I don’t think we
can afford to give up on this prob-
lem. We need to bring the commu-
nity together and find a consensus
solution. We will never be able to
please everyone, especially when it
comes to new taxation,” states
Glazer. “T hope the residents and the
new City Council will roll up their
sleeves and work for an achievable
solution to this vexing problem.”

Larsen has pinned his vision
for Orinda to the City’s commercial
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business potential. “Increasing
business in Orinda is important, be-
cause Orinda needs sales and com-
mercial property tax revenues to
meet city expenses and school
costs,” states Larsen. “We should
develop a successful business plan
using a consulting firm with a track
record of revitalizing small city
downtown districts,” he adds.
“Identifying existing business
needs as well as products and serv-
ices desired by Orindans will allow
us to build for success. The type of
new businesses may well include a
small luxury hotel, a medical sup-
ply store, and a sporting goods
shop, amongst others.”

The three candidates are uni-
fied in their responses regarding
Orinda’s need to be prepared for a
potential natural disaster such as a
major earthquake or fire. Both
Smith and Glazer note that the City
government is already working to
ensure residents are prepared in the
event of a catastrophe.

“We know it’s not a question
of “if” but ‘when’, and for that rea-
son, we created the Orinda Public
Safety Advisory Commission,”
states Smith. “That Commission
has done a tremendous job of train-
ing CERT volunteers, forming
Neighborhood Watch Groups, rais-
ing public awareness and conduct-
ing emergency drills, and is
preparing a list of local medical vol-
unteer professionals,” she adds.

Glazer is on board with
Smith’s assessments of Orinda’s
government efforts thus far. “This

is a huge priority for Orinda,” states
Glazer, “I was the author of our new
Public Safety Commission, because
emergency preparedness must be
front and center for our City every
day.”

Dr. Larsen brought his per-
spective as physician to the discus-
sion of disaster preparation
identifying the need for a roster of
clinicians and a vaccination pro-
gram.” | feel confident that our po-
lice and fire departments will
respond professionally. During a
crisis, they will need the help of
doctors, nurses, and counselors
within our community,” states
Larsen. “Last year people in Orinda
went without flu vaccinations,” he
adds. “Orinda should work with the
County, the California Department
of Health, and other agencies to de-

velop a program for vaccinating
seniors, residents with respiratory
conditions and public safety offi-
cers.”

So who are the two to choose
in this top-two winners take all
election? Let’s allow the candidates
to tell us.

“As Mayor, I’ve met many
young people, and I always tell
them that they must exercise their
right to vote, and with that right,
comes the obligation to give back
to the community,” states Smith. “
bring a history of volunteering in
Orinda and getting things done lo-
cally, and with citizen support, |
hope to continue that work.”

“I have experience as a com-
munity volunteer working for our
schools, parks, and fire district
along with my service as a Mayor
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and City Council member,” states
Glazer. “I have a strong commit-
ment to open and accessible gov-
ernment that focuses on problem
solving and fiscal restraint and ac-
countability. [ want to continue our
work to promote improvements to
our planning and design review
process, increase public safety and
emergency preparedness activities,
and direct the most city resources
possible toward fixing our roads.”

And from Dr. Bob Larsen,
the Alternative...”As a successful
businessman for over two decades,
[ will bring a new set of skills and
ideas to our Council. I will encour-
age others previously uninvolved to
participate. Unlike my opponents |
will not take campaign money from
PACs, lobbyists & special interests.
We can and should do better.”

Residential Burglaries on The Rise in Orinda

By Andrea A. Firth
Orinda has experienced an in-

creased number of residen-
tial burglaries over the past month.
According to the Orinda Police De-
partment (OPD), The City averages
one residential burglary a week on
an annual basis. In September, there
was a spike in the number of bur-
glaries to a total of eight, and homes
throughout Orinda on both sides of
Highway 24 have been burglarized.
“The majority of residential burgla-
ries occur on the weekdays during
the daytime,” states Orinda Police
Chief Bill French. “Several recent
victims have been out for a short
time during the day and not had
their home-alarm systems acti-
vated.”

While Chief French strongly
encourages residents to turn on their
alarms and remain alert for unusual
activity in their neighborhoods, he

has also boosted the number of po-
lice on patrol throughout the City.
Chief French notes that is remark-
able that no one has seen the bur-
glars who are working in daylight
and who have stolen large items
such as laptops and flat screen tele-
visions along with smaller items
such as jewelry. “I feel strongly that
the thieves are from outside the
City, and they driving a car to ot
near the houses that they target,”
states French.

The OPD is working hard to
solve these crimes with aggressive
patrol tactics investigative police
work. Chief French notes that a
group of burglars was apprehended
by the OPD last month, and that the
current burglars may be part of that
group or a completely different
group. “Our job now is to catch the
burglars with stolen goods to enable

a conviction or to convince them
that it’s not worth coming to
Orinda.” If you see a suspicious
person or vehicle in your neighbor-
hood, contact the police department
immediately.

Orinda City Business

By Andrea A. Firth

Front row (L to R)

Smith, Amy Worth, and Mark Maxson; Back row: Steve Glazer and Tom McCormick

t the last regular City
Council meeting, the
Council took time to recog-
nize the significant efforts of

: Harriet Ainsworth, Kate Wiley, and Jim Luini; Middle row: Sue Severson, MayorVictoriz;\

the Orinda Association and
individual Orindans who
contributed to the celebra-
tion of Orinda’s 25th Annual

Photo Andrea A. Firth

4th of July Parade.
... continued on page 11

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515
Darlene Hattersley
92).360.9588
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rand 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Luxury Home Shown

by Appointment, Price Upon Request.
Many Pics/Info on Our Website.

1 - T s "
Voted Walnut Creek's Best Multi-Family
Development, 2008! Classic Luxury Condos
from $379,000 in a High-tech, Security Building
Close to Town, on the Iron Horse Trail.

Quality books
Good prices

YOUR INDEPENDENT USED BOOKSTORE

CANETTI S BOOKSHOP
We sell & trade gently read books

Gift certificates available

39 Moraga Way * Orinda * 925.258.9076 §
OPEN 10am-8pm EVERY DAY!
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makeovers

*exp. 10-30
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Full Body Massage * Foot Reflexology

925-258-1888

Hours: 10 am to 9:30 pm
23 Orinda Way, Ste N - Orinda

Residential and
Restoration
Painting Services

Meticulous attention to detail
37 years of satisfied customers

David Collins, Orinda

925-254-6882

IN-HOME CAREGIVING THAT EXCEEDS
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
AND BENEFITS THE WHOLE FAMILY
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by Living Lean

"I lost 16 Ibs of fat and lowered my
glucose by 10 points in 12 weeks."

My name is Jane Swim and | am a 61 year
old woman who has battled weight her entire
ﬂ life! Food became my friend as well as my
3 & enemy. | know every diet ever written and

,& . %" probably have tried it. | joined Living Lean
S mSEE »,...? six months ago and am absolutely delighted

with my results. | am more than midway in
my weight loss (10 more to go); but,more
L. importantly, | have finally found a program
| can live with, not a diet but a lifestyle.
Sheena has taught me that healthy
carbohydrates are NOT my enemy, but rather
my friend when eaten properly. And the
results do not lie. | lowered my glucose ten
points, have lost inches and have gained
confidence in my ability to make wise life
style choices and to live with a sense of
contentment. My goal is not to be the
thinnest person in our community, but to
be one of the healthiest!

- —Jane Swim
living lean.

The Living Lean Program

For more information call Sheena at:

(925) 360-7051

Space is imited so call today.

-
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jane swim

SIDE BY SIDE

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

+ RSVP is a free member
service association for
those 55 and above

< Our Volunteer Coach helps
you find the volunteer
opportunity that's best
for you

GETTING STARTED IS EASY
Visit: www.helpnow.org

OR
Call 925.472.5769

RSVP Contra Costa is sponsored by the
Volunteer Center of the East Bay

maore than any other group?
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HERE ARE S0ME REASONS MEDICAL PROFESSIOMALS CHOOSE LS

Medical professionals and tamilies want to trust that
thetr loved ones are being cared for according to their
own high, personal standards. That's a tough
assignment, but our unique companion caregivers
allow them to do just that. The systems of cane
-..1;-1.'r||.|j'-|_';'. |.'\-:|.' the medical stalf of FHone | :.||;|_|1.“1|_.|:|_
Plus provides professional clients with more fime and
EHEFEY Lo devolde (o ||||'Ir CHIerTs, e _1-'I %1 rg-'--.-!'n'o rest
and relaxation, emjoy a robust social life and to really
enjoy their precious family relationships.

LOWEST COST CARE IN HORTHERM CALIFORMNLA
THAT FOCUSES OM THE WHOLE FAMILY

Call now for a o ? .
FREE in-home nome =
assessment__ |l companion/us

(925) B03-0725 care ar s BEST, RIGHT I YOUR HOME





