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Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977
The Olsen Team

Sue, Lara and Ben
Phone: 925-253-2530

www.TheOlsenTeam.com

Coming Soon - 1248 Larch Avenue, Moraga

Coming Soon - 169 Natalie Drive, Moraga

The Perfect House!  
Beautifully remodeled throughout. 

Great floorplan, gorgeous yard.  
5 bedrooms plus office, 3.5 baths

3392 Square feet. .37 acre, 3 car garage
Open kitchen, huge family room, 
Formal living and dining rooms.

Call the Olsen Team today for a sneak preview.  

www.1248Larch.com   Offered at $1,550,000.

Open Sunday - 113 Cypress Point Way, Moraga

The Perfect House!  

3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths / 1732 sq. ft.
10,000 sq. ft. lot.

Remodeled kitchen and family room.
Formal Living and Dining rooms.

Hardwood floors throughout.
Newer doors and windows.

www.169Natalie.com

Gorgeous and timeless in MCC!  

3 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths / 1749 sq. ft.
Remodeled kitchen - Granite and Stainless.
Hardwood floors throughout lower level.

Newer windows and doors.
Overhead lighting, crown molding & more.

Open Sunday 1 to 4 PM

Offered at $799,000.

Voted Best Of  The Best 
In The East Bay
• Advanced Color Specialists
• Custom Hair Cuts
• Hair Extensions
Tuesday - Saturday
Evening Appointments Available

“Masters, The True
Artists Of  Color, Cut

& Style”
Seen In Harper’s

Bazaar Magazine

925-939-7425
2400 Olympic Blvd., Suite 4 • Walnut Creek

Grass-root Efforts in Lamorinda:
Making Change at the National Level
By Sophie Braccini

Metro in Lafayette rarely

sees tens of customers

sitting in its dining room, each

with a cell phone at their ear

and just a cup of coffee on the

table.  The unusual call center

was created by the restaurant’s

Erika Pringsheim-Moore as

part of the Move On Obama

campaign.  Moore is but one

of the many Lamorindans,

both Democrats and Republi-

cans, who feel that they can

make a difference at the na-

tional level and will continue

to campaign until the Novem-

ber election.

“I was raised in a home

where talking politics was a

family sport,” says Pring-

sheim-Moore, whose father

was a political science profes-

sor, “so today, even if I do not

have a lot of time with two

jobs and two young children, I

can’t fathom not acting and

trying to effect change.”  The

objective at Metro on Sunday

the 21st was to call Oregon

Move On members to get

them to get involved in the

race in their State. 

David Finkbeiner, an

Orinda resident, also believes

that actions at the individual

level can effect change.

Finkbeiner invited about thirty

people to his home that same

afternoon.  Move On, a move-

ment that’s celebrating its 10th

anniversary this year, is a pro-

gressive effort that believes in

the power of individuals, as

long as there are enough of

them who are motivated.

Meetings, petitioning and fund

raising are usually initiated by

internet messaging. “They

have become quite sophisti-

cated,” says Finkbeiner, “the

approach is targeted and they

can mobilize an impressive

number of people in a very

short time.”

Under the Republican

Women’s canopy at the

Lafayette Art and Wine Festi-

val, the volunteers were just as

fired-up. The Sarah Palin life-

size stand-up poster had not

arrived yet, but the excitement

about the vice-presidential

candidate on the Republican

ticket was palpable in the

booth.  

Club President Phyllis

Stout said, “We are part of the

National Republican Women

Federation.  Our mission is to

educate the public and support

our candidates.”  Much of this

is achieved by hosting lunch-

eons with invited speakers. At

the fair, the objective was to

get as many people as possible

registered to vote.   

Volunteers, like Stout or

Tracy Ragnall Lloyd, have

done their share this year of

door-to-door campaigning.

“We go where the people are,”

says Lloyd, “we target a spe-

cific group, like the “decline to

state” and we bring them liter-

ature.”  Most of the time the

women, who do not want to

intrude on people’s lives, leave

the documents by the front

door.   

But where are the Repub-

lican men?  “We have an asso-

ciate membership for them,”

says Stout, who obviously

welcomes them.  She says that

many of them work with the

Republican Central Commit-

tee in Walnut Creek. 

However, some Republic

men put their nose to the

grindstone when it gets per-

sonal.  Moraga resident

Nicholas Gerber is one of

these motivated, tireless politi-

cians.  He is running for the

Congressional seat in District

11, presently held by Ellen

Tauscher.  The manager of his

own campaign, Gerber has in-

vested $50,000 of his own

money in his dream of going

to Washington.  The rest of

Gerber’s campaign financing

comes largely from individual

donations because, according

to him, “The Republican party

endorses me and supports me

with their good wishes and

prayers,” but this has not

translated into much hard

cash.  For a year and a half

Gerber has been determinedly

pacing his district and person-

ally shaking thousands of

hands.  His “Go Gerber” sign

can be seen all over. 

Obtaining funding is one

of the major goals of all these

local efforts.  Some are com-

pletely individual and sponta-

neous. Jim and Jill Larsen,

Orinda residents who believes

that small streams create large

rivers, are organizing a barbe-

cue at their home to fundraise

for Barack Obama.  No big

names are invited, there will

be no media coverage (except

in your friendly neighborhood

newspaper) – just a simple

gathering of friends and ac-

quaintances who will watch

the Vice-Presidential debate

together and make a donation

in whatever amount they are

comfortable with. The

Larsen’s objective is to raise

$2,000.

Nick Gerber hands out a reusable bag with his name on it at the Lafayette Art and Wine Festival Photo Sophie Braccini

•    Life in LAMORINDA •

Rheem Shopping Center
between Long’s & Loard’s

First Friday at the Moraga Gallery brings you tips to 

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR DIGITAL CAMERA. 
The 2 hour program (7 to 9 pm on October 3) will 
present tips, answer questions, and give
demonstrations on use of a digital camera.
Presenting the program are John Diestler and Ken
Young, both artists with the Moraga Art Gallery.  
Bring your digital camera with you.

First Friday at the Moraga Art Gallery

376-5407

Open Weekdays 10:00-9:00, Saturday 10:00 - 7:00, Sunday 11:00-6:00 • 1126 Broadway Plaza, Walnut Creek • (925) 947-1991 • 1(800) 833-2182  
Full Service Bridal Registry and Internet access www.davidmbrian.com  (Elevator service from all three floors) 

Rare Opportunity Remodeling SALE!

A ONE TIME EVENT!   FINE GIFTS & ACCESSORIESINCLUDING ANTIQUE PIECES ALL AT SPECIAL 
PRICES TO MAKE ROOM FOR THE NEW “DAVID M. BRIAN” STORE, WALNUT CREEK. 

DINING AND SIDE TABLES – FINE ANTIQUES, GATE-LEG TABLES - DISPLAY TOWERS – SHOW CASES  
 ACCESSORIES – WINE RACK.  ALL YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS SILVER, CRYSTAL, FIGURINES,  

DISCONTINUED PATTERNS AND STYLES INCLUDING WATERFORD, ARMANI, LENOX, VERA WANG, SAMBONET, WEDGWOOD, 
BERNARDAUD, REIDEL, GORHAM, REED AND BARTON, HAVILAND, HOYA, MOSER, VERSACE, 
DAUM AND MORE! SAMPLE PLACE SETTINGS 75% OFF. POPULAR CRYSTAL STEMS 75% OFF 

THOUSANDS OF ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM. SALE MERCHANDISE AT LEAST 40% OFF! 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO HOLDS. SORRY, NO GIFTWRAP OR MAILING SERVICE ON CLEARANCE ITEMS 

IT’S GETTING CLOSER! ! 
NEW REDUCTIONS EVERYDAY! 

40% OFF 
50% OFF 

60% OFF
75% OFF




