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Other students, such as
senior Doug Milliman, be-
lieve, “There has to be a bal-
ance between expansion and
keeping a mindful watch on
their impact on the commu-
nity.” Even though graduate
student Skye Price is regis-
tered to vote elsewhere, she
says, “To be a real global citi-
zen [’d be interested in
[MOSO], even though it’s not
where I live.”

Because many of the stu-
dents surveyed were registered
to vote in other parts of Cali-
fornia, many of them listed
state and national issues as
what mattered most to them in
the election. While none of
the students were familiar with
all of California’s twelve
propositions on this year’s bal-
lot, many, like senior Nakita
Thomas, were familiar with a
few.

Thomas says that she will
be voting for Proposition 2
(standards for confining farms
animals) and against Proposi-
tion 8 (eliminates right of
same sex couples to marry).
Several students polled said
they were still waiting to do
research on the propositions or
else they would decide in the
voting booth. Graduate stu-
dent Kevin O’Neill says that
he will carefully review the
propositions and how they af-
fect California and the politics
of the Bay area. He says, “I’d
rather have no law than some
bad law that we have to deal
with down the road.”

Another common con-
cern among Saint Mary’s stu-
dents is the war in Iraq. Junior
Brian Long points out that,
“The president we elect will
be a wartime president.” Long
is planning to vote for John
McCain because, “McCain
has the demeanor and the re-
silience to fight the agents and
the spread of [terrorism].”
Milliman, a former staff ser-
geant with the Air Force, is
concerned with the negative
spin put on the war by the
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media. He says of those who
are watching the media cover-
age, “They don’t see the im-
pact and the benefits of the
war for those in Iraq, the free-
doms that women have there
now.” Graduate student Eric
Ha, who was born in South
Korea and became an Ameri-
can Citizen this September
11th, says, “It’s not easy to fin-
ish the war at this point, there
are still many political issues
that exist in Iraq.”

The worsening economy
is another issue that has stu-
dents concerned and Ha lists
the economy as his greatest
concern. He says that, “The
most important issue for me is
the economic problem because
it affects everything in this
country and it will affect my
career in the future.” Gradu-
ate student Erin McCabe
voiced a common opinion in
that she’s worried, “We’re
going to end up in a depres-
sion-like situation.”

Students on the Saint
Mary’s campus were also di-
vided as to who, McCain or
Barak Obama, would be able
to lead America out of the cur-
rent economic crisis. Maurer,
who supported the economic
bailout plan, wants to see Mc-
Cain implement a positive na-
tional savings rate and not,
“reenact the policies of Roo-
sevelt.” Ha counters those
who support McCain by say-
ing, “The economic crisis we
are facing now is the result of
misleading and wrong deci-
sions by George Bush over the
last 8 years.” Ha plans to vote
for Obama because, “I agree
with his idea of change.”

The latest (10/7/08) Sur-
veyUSA poll has Obama lead-
ing McCain by a margin of
55-39% in the state of Califor-
nia, but the conservative Saint
Mary’s campus is bucking the
statewide trend and McCain
and Obama appear to be run-
ning even on campus despite
California being a traditionally
Democratic state.
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SMC Launches Great Book Series

By Andrea A. Firth
ho doesn’t love a great
book? Saint Mary’s
College recently launched
their great book seminar se-
ries, The Great Conversation,
and they invite members of
the community to attend one,
two, or all of the Tuesday
evening sessions. An SMC
faculty member leads each
seminar, and the format is de-
signed to encourage the par-
ticipants to share and
exchange their views on the
great book of the night. Some
of the works chosen for the
series are short stories and
novellas to make it even more
reader-friendly for busy Lam-
orindans.
The Great Books Semi-

ersen. “It’s very exciting. The
professor learns new things
each times he or she teaches
the text.”

Next up on the reading is
list is Bartleby the Scrivner, a
novella by Herman Melville.
For readers who have never
been able to conquer Moby
Dick, this may be just the
right dose of Melville. The
seminar series will conclude
with the classic tale of unre-
solved passion between
Heathcliff and Catherine from
Wuthering Heights by Emily
Bronte. Readers with kids of
high school age might be able
to share a copy.

... continued on page 11

nar has been ongoing at the
College for thirty years in one
form or another according to
the seminar coordinator, Grete
Stenersen, the Director of the
Weekend College. “SMC has
been a Great Books College
since the 1940’s,” states Sten-
ersen.

“All undergraduates are
required to take four Great
Books courses.” Established
by Christian Brother and for-
mer faculty member, Brother

0. DeSales Perez, the seminar | |

serves as an extension of that
undergraduate experience for
alumni and friends in the
community.

Willa Cather’s short
story Paul’s Case was the
focus of the first seminar.
“Everyone brings their own
perspective and questions to
the discussion,” states Sten-
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Nuttin Td'Dd"‘Fd Halloween?

Trick or Treat at
Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Halloween, October 31st
3:00 1o 5:00 p.m.

W! Trick or Treat Bags

Rheem Valley
Shopping Center

...a Moraga tradition
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ViDED
Rheem Blvd. at Moraga Rd.

Costumed children must be accompanied by an adult. See stores for details. While supplies last

Visit our website for more event information
www.rheemvalley.net
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Presidio Eg(change!"Advisors, a branch office of Omni Brokerage, Inc
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#% Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031
TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

3% Since 1995 OMI‘IJ]I Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.
¥4 OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry,

based on equity raised.

34 Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.
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Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. « Member FINRA/SiPC

Day NIGHT

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK,
CA 94597

(925) 407-4747
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1031 Replacement Property Solutions

Entou rage
Presents:
Spa, Salon & Café

Spa Party for Six
Includes:

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003
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www.entouragespa.com

~ 6 pedicures ~
~ 6 -50 min. Swedish Massages ~
~ 2 bottles of Kenwood chardonnay,
cabernet or sparkling wine ~
~ Your choice of sushi or fine cheese ~
~ An assortment of chocolates ~

$150 e persn

(includes tax and tip)

925-254-9721





