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By Cathy Tyson

From Pumpkin Patch to Trick-or-Treating at ghoulishly garbed homes, Lamorinda's kids get ready for Halloween
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Orinda Candidates Forum -

Halloween Goes
Hollywood in Moraga
By Andrea A. Firth
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Upcoming Election-Related Events

Nov 4 — Vote! If voting by mail, your two-card ballot
needs .59 postage. If you've already mailed your ballot
with less, don't worry - the Contra Costa County Elec-
tions Division will pick up the difference, but warns
that ballots with insufficient postage may be delayed;
so if you haven't yet mailed yours, don't forget to add
that extra .17 to make sure your vote counts.

W& The Lamorinda Democratic Club invites all
Lamorindans to an outdoor celebration on to com-
memorate this year’s historic elections. Enjoy lively
music and refreshments with your fellow Lamorindans
from 6:00-8:00 pm in Lafayette Plaza Square (corner
of Mt. Diablo Boulevard and Moraga Road). Local
officials and state representatives will share their

Advertising

thoughts concerning the critical impacts made by
America’s ethnic communities as well as by the envi-
ronmental, grass-roots and women’s movements upon
this historic election of our country’s first African-
American President. Bring your family, friends and
neighbors and celebrate!

For more information, visit:
http://www.lamorindademoclub.org

Hear an analysis of the election and discuss
the impacts as St. Mary’s College and the League of
Women Voters present a post-election forum. The
event begins at 7:00pm in the Soda Center and is free
and open to the public. Forum participants will dis-
cuss the impact that the results of the November 4th

election will have, both locally and the state and na-
tional level. “We have designed a great panel,” says
Tim Farley, St. Mary’s Community and Government
Relations Director, “Steve Sloane, who teaches Po-
litical Science, will represent St Mary’s and analyze
the international impact of the elections; Marc San-
dalow, political analyst for KPIX Channel 5 and
KCBS Radio will come from Washington to talk
about the impacts of the national races; Carla Marin-
ucci, political analyst from the San Francisco Chron-
icle, will talk about state results and Lisa
Voderbrueggen, Political Editor of the Contra Costa
Times, will address local issues.” Professor Mike
Russo will moderate. Speakers will share their in-
sights and take questions from the audience.

Over 40 new Letters to the

(925) 339-1918
DanaGreenTeam.com

NEW LAFAYETTE LISTING!

3392 East Terrace
Incredible Views & Enormous Potential

2168sf 3BD/2BA w/ 1BD/1BA In-Law Unit
.51 Acre Lot on Pristine Court

Award-Winning Lafayette Schools
Priced at $825,000
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Moraga-gate?

By Andy Scheck, Sophie Braccini and Lee Borrowman

fter being contacted by a concerned Moraga res-

ident who had received an anonymous political
email from a person or persons who refused to divulge
their identities, calling themselves by the apparent mis-
nomer, “Moragans for Government Integrity” (MGI),
the Lamorinda Weekly was surprised to discover that
MGI had used our Post Office Box number as their
mailing address. The Lamorinda Weekly is not affili-
ated in any way with MGI, nor would we be involved
with one-sided political action, particularly an action
that contained racial innuendo -- this was cause for fur-
ther investigation.

A check of MGI’s website registration
(www.moragansforgovtintegrity.com) appeared to re-
veal a flurry of recent activity. Prior to the use of the
Lamorinda Weekly’s address, the site’s administrative
contact had been listed under the last name Clement,
with a Burbank address. A day later, the name of the
site’s administrative contact was changed to Mark Felt,
phone number 925-123-4567, and our address (Mark
Felt, as many may recall, is the name of the former As-
sociate Director of the FBI who revealed three years
ago that he was the source known as “Deep Throat” in
the Watergate scandal.)

Publisher Andy Scheck contacted the legal de-
partment of the site host and filed a report with the
Moraga Police Department.

The regulations of the Internet Corporation for

Assigned Names and Numbers require the adminis-
trative contact for a web site to have a legal address.
Clement could not be reached for comment. The Mor-
aga Police Department is still investigating.

Clement’s name also formerly appeared on the
website registration of Moraga Town Council candi-
date Howard Harpham, although that too was changed
on the same day as MGI’s and Harpham is now listed
as the contact for his own website, www.howard-
harpham.com.

When we approached Harpham with our docu-
mentation at a recent Town Council meeting, wonder-
ing if there was a connection, Harpham replied, “I
guess it looks like it,” but declined to comment further.

The anonymous email in question suggested that
a link exists between current Council member Ken
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Chew, Council candidate Karen Mendonca and Wal-
nut Creek printer Cedric Cheng.

One of the claims was that Chew had pressured
Town staff to award a printing contract to Cheng with-
out going through the proper bidding process. Philip
Vince, who was the Town Manager at that time, said he
was aware that allegations had been made and did not
wish to comment. The business between Cheng and
the Town was for an amount below that which would
have required the Town to follow a competitive bid-
ding process. “I looked at the offer, asked my clerk to
compare a few unit cost prices and made the decision,”
recalls Vince.

Another element of the email was an inference
that Chew and Cheng were conspiring to nail down the

Asian vote for Mendonca. .
... continued on page 9
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Lamorinda Community

Calendar

City Council Tpm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, November 10
Planning Comm. Tpm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, November 6
Design Review Tpm

Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday, November 12
Town of Lafayette:
http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

Don’t Forget Your Backpack

10/18/08 — A concerned citizen alerted
Lafayette Police when he noticed a suspi-
cious backpack sitting alone on a bench out-
side of the Lafayette Library. Police
responded to the call and carefully searched
the backpack for owner identification. Two
phone numbers were discovered in the pack
and one of them was next to the word
“Mom.” Police dialed the number and dis-
covered that the backpack belonged to a
Lafayette Elementary student.

Does the Glove Fit?

10/19/08 — A Leland Drive resident was
awakened by the sound of someone at-
tempting to pry open the doors in the front
and rear of his home. After shouting “Is
somebody there?” the victim heard footsteps
running away from his house. A short time
later, he heard screeching car tires. Police
were summoned and discovered a single
glove, two mini flashlights and a 32-ounce
7-11 cup in the driveway. Two persons were
contacted inside a car parked on Leland
Drive. It is unknown whether or not they
were involved in the attempted break-in.

Missing Bag

10/16/08 — A Dewing Avenue resident
left her bag in the back seat of her car
and forgot to lock the door. An un-
known suspect was not deterred by the
lack of locks and managed to open the
door and leave with the bag. Residents
are encouraged to lock their doors.

Who Wrote the Check?

10/18/08 — An Oak Hill Road resident
received a call from Wachovia Bank
about a woman attempting to cash one
of his checks in the amount of $1,500.
The victim confirmed he had not written
the check and has no idea how the sus-
pect obtained his check. It is still uncer-
tain as to who actually wrote the check
and the investigation continues.

When buying or selling a

home, begin with Lafayette’s

Natural Resource, Dana

Green, for all your real estate

needs. Call today for a

complimentary staging

and market analysis of
your home!
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Credit Crisis Impacts Lafayette’s Bonds

How safe are Lafayette’s investments?

By Cathy Tyson
As it turns out, very safe - no
pork bellies or wheat futures
grace the City’s balance sheet.
However there has been a signifi-
cant bump in the road for bond
sales to complete the new Library.
When the project was in its
infancy, the Lafayette Redevelop-
ment Agency could not have antic-
ipated the current financial
meltdown. The plan was to sell $11
million worth of bonds in October
2008 to complete the remaining
year of construction on the project.
“When the RDA sells its
bonds later this month, Lafayette
will likely pay an interest rate that’s
up to two percent higher than it was
just two months ago. As a result,
instead of netting $11.3 million
from the bond issue, Lafayette
might reap just $7 or $8 million,”
said City Manager Steven Falk in
his Friday Summary.
He continues, “Despite the

turmoil, the City Council — acting
as the Lafayette Redevelopment
Agency Board — voted unani-
mously to proceed anyway and
issue the bonds. Agency members
noted that putting off the bond is-
suance could stall the project and,
given the unstable markets, perhaps
relegate the Agency to even higher
interest rates.”

There are a couple of options
to bridge the $3 to $4 million fund-
ing gap. The RDA Board will con-
sider borrowing the money, to be
repaid with interest, from the
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center Foundation or from other
city funds.

Aside from bond concerns, a
recent report states, “Staff believes
that the City’s investments in rela-
tively conservative instruments are
in line with the City’s policy to
value safety over yield.”

Tracy Robinson, Administra-

tive Services Director, put it another
way, “We tend to not invest in any-
thing we can’t understand or ex-
plain.”

The City tends to ladder in-
vestments in order to give the City
sufficient liquidity while offering a
more stable source of income.

... continued on page 6
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Dana H. Green
(925) 339-1918

danagreen@rockcliff.com

Weare Disigns

Tine, Y’/)’m(’/{y dince 1977
« Custom Designed Jewelry

« Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
! « Expert Repair

« Appraisals
- Pearls Restrung
Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

“The Forge”

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com

: 50% off

; Watch Battery

j Now $5, Reg $10

I 1vath battery per person. Exp. 11/30/08.
Usually installed while you wait.
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

Meet Lafaette’s

Newest Officers

Officer Vince Ones and Officer Andy Russell recently joined the
Lafayette Police Department from the County Patrol - Valley Sta-
tion in Alamo. Both officers are already familiar with local water-
ing holes and bad guy hangouts to better serve and protect

residents.

Photo Cathy Tyson

Golden Anniversary of Las Trampas

___,..--l"ll i =

ounty Supervisor Gayle

Uilkema, District 2 with Las
Trampas Board President Rich
Motta, recipient of a Contra Costa
County Board of Supervisors’ Res-
olution. Las Trampas is a non-
profit organization that has served
adults with developmental disabili-
ties for fifty years. Bonnie Peacock,
Development Director, organized
the Open House and greeted guests
who were offered tours of the cam-
pus and refreshments prepared by
the consumers at the facility.

Lafayette Juniors Rummage Sale

By Cathy Tyson

hose looking to de-clutter,

get a tax deductible dona-
tion and support a worthy cause
should hold on to their gently
used items for the Lafayette Jun-
iors Rummage Sale. On Satur-
day November 15, the Lafayette
Community Center will be open
to collect clothing, household
goods, furniture, kitchen items,
and more from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00
p-m. The big sale starts at 7:00
a.m. on Sunday morning, doors
will close at 3:00 - come early

for the best selection.

“The children’s department
does really well,” notes Monica
Byers. Many of the Juniors have
young families and as every par-
ent knows, kids just seem to
grow out of their Big Wheels,
high chairs, and toddler size
clothing so fast.

This annual fall fund raiser
is expected to garner between
$5,000 and $8,000 to be split
among a number of local chari-
ties including: Futures Explored,

the Lamorinda Spirit Van, and
the Xenophon Therapeutic Rid-
ing Center in Orinda. With very
little outlay of funds to host the
sale, the over fifty member
strong Juniors are proud that
they get a lot of charity bang for
the buck.

The few things they don’t
accept are children’s car seats,
computer monitors and non-
working electronics. Only cash
and checks will be accepted in
payment.

Re-elect Carl Anduri Lafayette City Council

PRIORITIES

® Maintain our fiscal integrity and strengthen our infrastructure

* Continue Lafayette's strong tradition of fiscal responsibility.
* Put in place the financing necessary to improve our infrastructure, especially our neighborhood roads.

® Preserve our incomparable natural setting and semi-rural ambience

* Protect our hillsides, ridges and open space for the enjoyment of all our residents.
* Support Lafayette’s General Plan.

® Create a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly downtown

» Encourage one-of-a-kind shops and restaurants.

» Work for better parking alternatives in downtown Lafayette.
® Build a city in which all generations thrive and interact
* Make the new library a focal point of our community.

* Be alert to opportunities to add to the City's parks, recreation programs and trail system in a fiscally sound manner.

* Support the work of the City’s Environmental Task Force and its efforts to improve our quality of life.
* Find ways to make it easier for our seniors to continue to live in Lafayette and to contribute to our
community, including appropriately sited senior housing and improved services for seniors.

EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS

* Councilmember, 2002 — present

* Mayor, 2005

* Planning Commissioner, 1997 —2002; Chair, 2000 — 2002
* Co-chair, Roads Task Force

* Member, Hillside Task Force

* President, Lex Mundi, a global association of law firms, 2000-present

* Co-chair, Senior Housing Task Force
¢ Chair, Environmental Strategy Task Force

Mike Anderson and Courtney Murphree

Patricia and Brandt Andersson
Michele and Jim Andrew
Sharon Anduri

Ann and Peter Appert
Jeanne and Jack Ateljevich
Diane and Guy Atwood
Ruth Bailey

Jacque and Jim Bava

Sally and Geoff Bellenger
Larry Bellusa

Marie and Robert Blits
Larry Blodgett

Lori and Dan Bosshart
Todd Burlingame

Ann and Jim Burns
George Burtt and Gayle Grant
Shirley P. Callister

Susan Price Callister
Nancy Caranica

Bill Carey and Kathy Daly
Judy and Steve Carney
Bart Carr

“We need Carl’s proven abilities,
Jjudgment and vision on the City
Council. He has been great for our

entire community.”

Anne Grodin, Chair, Lafayette Community
Foundation; former Mayor and Citizen
of the Year

* Associate, 1974-1980, and Partner, 1980-2000, Morrison & Foerster LLP (admitted to the bar in California and New York; general

business practice with emphasis on financial transactions, project finance, cross-border investment, and technology acquisitions)
* B.A., Stanford; J.D., Yale Law School
» Married to Sharon Woodnutt Anduri, who grew up in Lafayette and attended Lafayette schools; two children: Eric and Lauren

PLEASE JOIN YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WHO SUPPORT CARL

Lorinda Carson

Larry Challacombe
Michelle Chan

Tom Chastain and Renee Chow
Sereta Churchill

Joan and Tom Cleveland
John Coleman

Dr. Jerald and Sara Combs
Chris and Dean Coons
Steve Cortese

Jack Coulter

Becky Courter

Patricia Curtin

Ann Denny

Doris and Marechal Duncan
Larry Duson

Catherine Eames

Beth Ferree and John Eaton
Michelle Edmunds

Pat and Roger Falcone
Tracey and Glenn Farrell
Carol and Doug Federighi
DuBose Forrest

Jim Fitzsimmons and Kris Torske
Jim Garrett

Sally and Dennis Garrison Alice and Dick Johnson Jan and Ted McHale Annette and Will Roberge
Judy and Kent Garvens Hilma Jones Kathy and Mike Merchant Ned Robinson

Teresa Gerringer Suzanne, Robert and Glen Jones Val and Geoft Meredith Karen Rose

David Gold Art Kapoor Mary Miller Bob Russell

Amy and Mike Grant John Kiefer Anne and Mark Mitchell Sharon and Ivor Samson
Anne and Marshall Grodin Diane Kisner Marci Montgomery

Mary and Alfred Gross Jeanne and Brad Kisner James R. Moore Christine Schreiber
Susan Hahn Carolyn and Al Lacy Marge Moran Florence Schrupp

John Hall Lois Laine Tom Mulvaney Barbara Schuh

Bill Hansen Gwenn Lennox Judy Nelson Cindy Sevilla

Ken Hertel Irmy Lewis Robert L. Nolan, M.D. Carol and Bob Singer
Lynn and Dave Hiden Jay Lifson Jeff Peacock Catherine Sinnott
Alison Hill Fred Lothrop Ruth Perkins Kathy Skovgard

Mary Ann and Bill Hoisington ~ Jon Love Michele Perrault Sandra and Dick Smith
Gene and Gretel Holit Will Lovitt Maeve Pessis Pat Snyder

Dick and Robin Holt Budd MacKenzie Linda Peterson Stacy Spell

Scott Honegger Karen and Al Maggio Debora Peverada Margaret and Allen Steele
Sherry and Howard Hoover Barbara and Howard Martin Earl Piermattei Laura Stein

Erling Horn Byrne and Oystein Mathisen Ellen Poling Alice and Gary Stern
Eliot Hudson Ruth and David McCahan Vivian Portnoff Tony Suh

Jane and Ron Hufft Sandra McCandless Alpha Quincy Steve Swantner

Rick Humann
Christina and Howard Janssen

Mary McCosker

Krista McGuire and Meade Hopkins

Traci Reilly
Steve Richard

Jeane and Roger Samuelsen Judith and Barry Toomajian

Don Tatzin and

Ellen Reintjes

Kim Tejada

Janet and Ramsay Thomas
Will Tissue

Allison and Jim Todhunter
Cliff Tong

Janet and David Van Etten
Tracy and Donn Walklet
Lynn MacMichael and Howard
Weamer

Liz Welch

John N. and Joan West
Tom White

Barbara and Mark Wille
Avon and George Wilson
Laura and Ernie Winslow
Greg Woehrle

Anne Wondolowski
Mary-Jane Wood

Sheri and Barry Woodruff
Dana and Ken Yzurdiaga

www.anduri.com

PAID FOR BY ANDURI FOR CITY COUNCIL, 3461 SO. SILVER SPRINGS ROAD, LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
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Calendar Land Use Initiatives Debate Heats Up
City Council ~ 7:30pm | By Sophie Braccini Distinctive Home Theatne & Stereo
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School = | T
1010 Camino Pablo .. f 1

o ol B
Monday, November 12 3 B
Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, November 17

Monday, November 3 canceled SOECI inchomgletegc Free-In-Home Estimates
' ' ystems, peraces 925-209-7001

Des1gn Review 7:30pm Universal Remote Solutions
lsastenit, [ Sa.la Iezm Proudly Serving The Lamorinda P.O. Box 365
2100 Donald Drive Community Since 2002 Moraga, CA 94556
Tuesday, November 10
Ry 7:30pm as S See the Town Council Candidates Night and Initiatives Forum online at:
Hacienda, Mosaic Room e = L .
?FIOO lzonal(;]?nve ber 18 Ellen Beans left, President Moraga Citizens’ Network and Lee Borrow- WWWoIamorlndaweekly.com

mesday, Yovermber man, Editor Lamorinda Weekly Photo Andy Scheck | We videotaped the Moraga Citizens’Network events for those who couldn’t attend.
%églsglt}on 8:00am Moraga residents who attended  ted from the audience. One aspect
1280 Moraga Way the Moraga Citizen’s Net-  that was recently dragged into the

Friday, November 14

Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us

Dirty pool, 10/19/08 Last Satur-
day, someone threw dirt into a
Walford Drive resident’s pool.
The reporting person said it
would cost approximately $400 to
clean the pool. It was suggested
that a neighbor might be the cul-
prit; suspected neighbor said they
were not involved. Case of the
mystery dirt has been suspended
pending additional leads.

Vodka swiped, 10/18/08 A source
reported that a white female put a
bottle of Vodka inside her purse
and left Safeway without paying
for it. Alert source obtained the
license plate number of the truck
the young alleged thief got into.
Contact with the registered
owner, the dad, revealed that his
daughter was driving the truck
and spending the night at a
friend’s house. Dad found daugh-
ter and vodka. Vodka was de-
stroyed and the daughter is
presumably in trouble.

Vandalism, 10/17/08 A small
storage unit next to Rheem Ele-
mentary’s Roadrunner Club was
broken into. A red Radio Flyer
wagon and a miniature soccer
goal were damaged in the
process, along with the locking
mechanism, but it appears that no
property was taken.

Burglary, 10/16/08 During the
night an unknown suspect or sus-
pects entered Moraga Auto Care
and Service by force and subse-
quently removed 79 packs of cig-
arettes. We can rule out the
Surgeon General as the thief.

work Initiatives Forum still have
questions about the initiatives’ po-
tential impacts on their town. As the
election  draws near, campaign
strategies have taken a more aggres-
sive turn. This polarization doesn’t
make it any easier for Moragans to
make their decision.

On October 13th, Moraga Cit-
izens Network presented a land use
forum, inviting proponents of Meas-
ure J (Dick Loewke) , Measure K
(Renata Sos) and “No on Both”
(Bob Reynolds). Your friendly
neighborhood newspaper co-spon-
sored the forum and provided a
moderator. Go online at www.lam-
orindaweekly.com to view our video
of the forum.

After a background presenta-
tion of the Moraga General Plan and
MOSO 1986 by Bruce Whitley,
Chair of the Planning Commission,
each group offered its arguments
then responded to questions submit-

debate by Measure J (J) proponents
is the building of affordable housing
in Moraga as a result of the passage
of Measure K (K). Many questions
pertained to this issue.

To recap the underlying
issue: Each town in California has
to plan for its fair share of afford-
able housing to meet the global
needs that have been forecasted.
Failure to do so results in monetary
loss and other complications. The
Town’s obligation is to plan, not to
build, 245 high-density and/or low
and medium income units. Mean-
ing that areas need to be designated
with a certain density, or carry re-
strictions as far as affordability of
what will be built there. For exam-
ple, classifying a large enough land
area with a density of 24 dwellings
per acre would be enough to com-
ply with the Town’s obligations.

... continued on page 6

Rancho Laguna Project Stalled

By Sophie Braccini

he Planning Commission

sent the Rancho Laguna
housing development project that
has been under study for years
back to the drawing board, on the
evening that could have seen its
Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) adopted. Now there is no
chance that the project will be
adopted before the people of Mor-
aga vote on the two land-use ini-
tiatives that are on the November
ballot.

The single question that al-
lowed the Commission to reject
the EIR was asked by Planning
Commissioner Bruce Whitley, “Is
the project compliant with the
General Plan?”

In a document sent earlier by
Planning Director Lori Salamack to
the Commission, she explained her
concerns about the compliance of
the project with the General Plan.
She focused on the homes that were
proposed to be built along Rheem
Boulevard: “The General Plan pro-

vides direction regarding minimum
lot sizes...(it) requires larger lot
sizes if necessary to mitigate nega-
tive visual impacts and/or geologic
hazards.” She explained that the lots
on Rheem Boulevard are subject to
both geological hazards and nega-
tive visual impacts.  Salamack
wrote, “The Planning Commission
may find it necessary to increase the
minimum lot area along Rheem
Boulevard so as to mitigate the neg-
ative visual impacts.” The Commis-
sion debated the issue and agreed
that due to the visual impact on
Rheem Boulevard the plans did not
satisfy the minimum lot size re-
quirement of the General Plan.

The Commission could still
have supported the project by ap-
proving a statement of overriding
consideration.

A financial contribution of-
fered by Rancho Laguna L.L.C. to
repair Rheem Boulevard could
have been such a consideration.

... continued on page 12
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©2008 Committee to Elect Janice Kolbe

Janice

KOLBE

ID#1309964

ON NOVEMBER 4, 2008

RE-ELECT FRED WEIL

DIRECTOR

MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE DISTRICT BOARD

e AN EXPERIENCED LEADER

e FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE
e AN EFFECTIVE PROBLEM SOLVER

e A SKILLED CONSENSUS BUILDER
WHY WE SHOULD VOTE FOR FRED:

FRED IS AN EFFECTIVE VOLUNTEER AND LEADER, WHO HAS SERVED AND
REPRESENTED OUR COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS

Moraga-Orinda Fire District Director, 2003 to date, current President

Acalanes Union High School District Board Member, 1987-2000, President for four terms

Moraga Elementary School District Board Member, 1979-87, President for two terms

Campolindo Homeowners’ Association Director, 1973-80, President for four terms

Moraga Education Foundation Founder, 1981

ENDORSERS (PARTIAL LIST)

CURRENT & FORMER BOARD MEMBERS WHO HAVE SERVED WITH FRED

Gordon Nathan (Moraga-Orinda Fire Board)
Gene Gottfried (Moraga-Orinda Fire Board)
John Wyro (Moraga-Orinda Fire Board)
Barby Eppinger (Moraga School Board)
Peggy Cabaniss (Moraga School Board)
Maridel Moulton (Moraga School Board)

Robert Mogg (Campolindo Homeowners’ Board)
OTHER COMMUNITY LEADERS, FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS

Brother Mel Anderson, FSC
Cheryl Sass

Adrienne Vasilev

Charles MacNulty

Mary Ann & Bill McLeod
Candace & Dick Olsen
Cheryl & Les Berkes

Julie & George Fisher
Akhtar Helalian-Ganji & Ahmad Ganji
Antoinette & Lou Ciapponi
Gail Nathan

T. PerLee

Sue Severson

Diane Wagner

Jane & Norman Hanson
Fred Stammen

Patricia Devine

Judy Yun

C.J. & Irwin Feinberg
Bobby Cabiness

Evleen & Eddie Salem

Judi & Steve Rubin

John Loose

Marilyn & Don Drennan
Cookie & Marty Javinsky
Mitzi Weinberg

Pam & Tim Meltzer

Fred Weil Re-Election Committee

Here’s what community leaders
say about Janice Kolbe...

“I served two years on the Moraga Planning Commission
and one year as the Chairman of the Moraga
Beautification Committee. | feel uniquely qualified
to recommend Janice. Moraga needs level headed,
reasonable Town Council members who do not seek

_ office with a preconceived agenda. Janice is a centrist
-who seeks to understand all sides of an issue before
making up her mind. Please support Janice Kolbe for

- Town Council. She is qualified to lead our town.
Bernie Smit

CA FPPC ID# 1309183
Samuel L. Sperry, Treasurer, 172 Valley Hill Drive, Moraga, CA 94556

Joan Weil, Fred’s wife for over 40 years
Kathleen Hermann & Peter Vasilev
Lisa J. Evans

Terri & Gary Hirschbein
Barbara & Barry Gross

Sue Funkhouser

Jan & Doug Oglesby

Tim Mclnerny

Barbara & Gary Evans

Leslie & Lad Lynch

Loretta Schlansky

Mary Dunn

Nancy Bennett

Dianne & David Feldhammer
Bama & Vasu Devan

Virginia Kirkpatrick

Katy & Dave Diaz

Marsha & Jeff Donner
Cynthia Andre

Carol & Ted Gamble

Harold Koojoolian

Sally Roberts

Stacey & John Drennan

Jim Sauerberg

Joan & Larry Evans

Dave Trotter

Graig Crossley

Former Worldwide President of Rotary International

Janice Kolbe — Moraga Town Council Candidate

To learn more about Janice, please visit her website.
www.janicekolbe.com

“Committee To Elect Janice Kolbe” ID# 1309964

SUPPORTERS

Janet & Sean Absher
Tim & Eileen Alford
Ginger & Kenwar Bagai
John & Eloise Bannister

James Barroffio

Paul & Kirsten Bechwith
Jane Bolton

Frank & Virginia Bonetto
Scott Bowhay

Lee& Karen Bren

Bret & Kathleen Brodowy
Doug & Carolyn Brown
Ron & Kathryn Centerwall
Roger & Yumi Chelemedos
Doug & Corin Cole

Randy Colombo

Paul & Melissa Coupin

Al & Alice Dessayer

Judy Dinkle

Cliff & Mary Elena Doctherman

Mary & Jim Dreenan
Tom Engberg

Phil & Ginny Everist
George & Julie Fisher
Eric Fleet

Ken Forman

Kathe and Ed Foster
Fran & John Gentry
Don & Janet Grant
Alfred Haro

Chris & Michelle Hoff

Bonnie Koojoolian (Moraga School Board)
Bob Merritt (Moraga School Board)

Phyllis Gallaher (Acalanes School Board)
Elizabeth Rudnick (Acalanes School Board)
Alice Johnson (Acalanes School Board)
Leonard Holmes (Acalanes School Board)

Dexter Louie, M.D.
Dennis Kelleher

Laurie & Anthony Crudele
Steven E. Hirsch

Reyna & Rudy Toman
Susan & Sam Sperry
Jackie & Tom Mclnerny
Wendy & Stan Holcenberg
Robin Merritt

Katie Coffman

Carole & Gary Irwin
Marcy & Dick Terry
Sandy & Dennis Hill
Ginny & Greg Horner
Sandy & Paul Mayo
Sachico & William Sytz
John Moulton

Elena & Larry Hood
Margaret Shasky

Yank Eppinger

Suzanne Jones

Claire Curtin

Helen & Peter Scheaff, M.D.
Patricia & Paul Doucet
Barbara & Larry Briggs
DeEtta Kay & Bob Reynolds
Tory & Dick Courtney

www.fredweil.com

“lanice Kolbe will bring common sense, positive vision, and fiscal responsibility to Moraga’s
Town Council - and those quadlities are sorely needed.”
Cliff Dochterman, Retired University Administrator,

“The times I've had the opportunity to serve on committees with Janice, I've been impressed

by her consensus building skills and willingness to listen—they are great strengths that will be
needed with our Town Council.”

Mike Holbrook

Gary & Judi Hubert

John Hamilton

George Juarez

Jerry & Kathleen Jonson
Richard Jones

Bob & Cynthia Latham
Chris & Yvette Lardge
Thomas & Suzanne Lowe
Don & Dorothy Maddison
Joesph & Margaret Mahoney

Joe & Janine Martello
Pam & Ron Mayes
Rich & Maura Mendoza
Robert & Claire Moon
Joseph Mullen

Rick & Gloria Nedell
John & Magaret Noor
Dean Okamura

Sue Olsen

Drew & Linda Ostman
Bart & Julie Penfold

Roger Poynts

Dan & Nilda Rego

Matt & Chris Rei

Stanley & Heather Roth
Dan & Elisabeth Sanguinetti
Fred Schactman

Bernie & Elaine Smit
Mark & Linda Solomon
Gary Smith

Micheal & Cynthia Speers
Wes & Arlenne Spewak,

Rick Nedell

Gordon Steele

Frank & Helen Sullivan,
Timothy Taylor

Robert & Virginia Traynor
Lonnie & Chuck Treat
Trudy & Joe Tuan

Susan & Norm White

Ig Vega
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Lamorinda Community

Calendar
City Council Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way
Tuesday, November 5
Planning Comm. Tpm

Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, November 11 canceled
Tuesday, November 25

Public Safety Comm. 7pm
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way
Wednesday, November 13

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 9am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way
Monday, November 3

Revenue Enhancement Task
Force Community Workshop
De Rey School Auditorium ~ 7pm
Wednesday, November 12
Town of Orinda:

http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us
Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orindachamber.org
¢ local businesses

* upcomming events

ORINDA

Armed robbery, 10/22/08 At 10:00
p.m. an unknown suspect entered
the Cocina Mexicana on Orinda
Way through the unlocked front
door and brandished a black re-
volver. The suspect told employees
to lie on the floor and demanded
cash from the register. Fortunately
the money was safe in their safe and
robber only got away with an iPod
and iPhone.

Bold armed robber, 10/22/08 The
same unknown suspect entered Vil-
lage Pizza at 10:06 p.m., located half
a block from Cocina Mexicana, and
ordered employees to lie on the
ground. He took cash and coin val-
ued at approximately $500. and fled.
Perhaps he was looking for his own
personal economic stimulus package.

Pallet theft, 10/21/08 Two unknown
suspects loaded plastic pallets from
the back of Safeway into a van and
sped away. The vehicle and thieves
were caught on tape, but unfortu-
nately not by the cops. Be on the
look out for a white 1990 Chevrolet
van with the license plate number
8H11361. Are plastic pallets a hot
item on Craig’s List?

D.UIL, 10/19/08 A 28-year-old
white female from Livermore was
pulled over on Moraga Way at 3:00
a.m. for going 61 m.p.h in a 35
m.p.h zone. Upon confrontation by
the cop, he noticed that that she had
bloodshot eyes, an unsteady gait and
slurred speech. Coincidentally her
blood alcohol level was above the
legal limit.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

Calendar, Notes, News

Orinda Candidates Forum—2 Incumbents and the Alternative
By Andrea A. Firth

and Victoria Smith

q s the three candidates vying for
the two open City Council

seats in Orinda assembled to partic-
ipate in the Candidates Forum on the
evening of October 16th, there was
no physically apparent difference
among them. Yet a quick peak under
the table gave a hint to the differ-
ences that might lie ahead. The cur-
rent Mayor, Victoria Smith, wore
blue pumps with a sensible heel. In-
cumbent and the former Mayor,
Steve Glazer, was wearing a pair of
black men’s dress shoes. Dr. Bob
Larsen sported pointy-toed, grey
leather boots. One of these candi-
dates was not like the other two—a
point that Dr. Bob tried to emphasize
throughout the evening.

o - J
Candidates for Orinda City Council (L to R) Dr. Bob Larsen, Steven Glazer,

Photo A. Firth

To the question of Orinda’s
most pressing priority, Smith and
Glazer identified repairing Orinda’s
roads as first on their lists. Both cited
the $100 million roadworks problem
as the City’s most urgent need, and
both hoped to realize a comprehen-
sive solution. Larsen took a different
approach citing the need to improve
City revenues through the promotion
of small businesses to fill the empty
storefronts in Theater Square.

When asked how they would
improve the business climate in
Orinda, Larsen stated, “We need
professional help and a business
plan.” He went on to suggest that the
City hire a consultant, possibly from
UC Berkeley, to help make this hap-

pen. He mentioned the City’s
moniker of Borinda (not to confused
with their neighbor Boraga) as evi-
dence of the need for more enter-
tainment outlets for teens and
seniors, and he suggested a bowling
alley as a possible improvement.
Glazer described the ongoing sales
tax leakage study as a good step to-
ward identifying the commercial
needs of the downtown district, and
he highlighted the strong partnership
already in place with the Chamber
of Commerce and Council. Smith
was also a fan of the sales tax leak-
age study, which she had pushed to
make happen, and highlighted the
commercial planning task force that
was already at work to help redefine
Orinda’s downtown.

When it came to schools, an-
other clear distinction among the
candidates arose. Both Glazer and
Smith supported Measure E—the
Acalanes Union High School Dis-
trict (AUHSD) Bond Measure on
the November ballot—which has
been endorsed by the current Coun-
cil, citing the fact that AUHSD
ranked first academically in the
State because of the community’s
financial support of the schools.

... continued on page 6
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Orinda

M Painting Services

Residential and
Restoration

Meticulous attention to detail
37 years of satisfied customers

David Collins, Orinda

925-254-6882

Bicycle, Trail and Walkway Master Plan Takes the Next Step

By Andrea A. Firth
Over forty Orinda residents re-

cently attended a community
meeting with members of the City
staff and Vice Mayor Sue Severson
to provide input to guide the devel-
opment of Orinda’s Bicycle, Trail
and Walkway Master Plan (BTW
Plan). During the two-hour meeting,
attendees heard a presentation by the
consulting group Alta Planning and
Design (Alta) who shared the results
of an ongoing online survey of resi-
dents regarding the status and needs
of the paths and trails throughout the
City.

“Many Orinda citizens regu-
larly participate in walking, hiking
and biking around town,” states
Severson. “Unfortunately, there are
limited areas in our community
where these healthy activities can be
enjoyed safely. This is especially
true for our youth, who face many
challenges in attempting safe routes
to school,” she adds. The online sur-
vey results echoed these sentiments
and revealed that while a majority of
residents regularly walk, bike, and
hike around Orinda, just as many are
dissatisfied with the pedestrian and
bicycle paths they have to navigate.

Alta noted that Orinda’s ac-
cess to BART, neighborhood
schools, and the regional trail system
provides an excellent opportunity to
create a more pedestrian- and cy-
cling-friendly community. Chal-
lenges to achieving this goal include

the narrow right-of-way and lack of
sidewalks on many residential
streets, topography and drainage is-
sues, and the limited number of ex-
isting paths and bikeways outside of
the Downtown area.

Residents at the community
meeting were invited to participate
in a workshop session. As the atten-
dees poured over maps of the City
to identify the most important areas
to be included in the BTW Plan, the
common theme of a desire for safe
access to downtown, schools, and
trails resurfaced. “This public input
helps us to get a good handle on
what is most important,” says Todd
Skinner, Director of Parks and
Recreation. He adds that the public
process and the creation of the BTW
Plan will help to establish clear pri-

orities and enable the City to deter-
mine what is most easily attainable,
affordable, and creates the greatest
usability.

“The BTW Master Plan
process is very collaborative,” states
Severson. Over the next several
months, additional public input will
be solicited on the contents of a draft
BTW Master Plan, which will then
be revised before it is presented to
the City for adoption next year.

“Once a Master Plan is in
place, it will provide a vision for im-
proving safe access to schools and
our downtown area with prioritiza-
tion for best use of limited re-
sources,” notes Severson. “This will
allow for greater opportunities to re-
ceive future grant dollars in realiz-
ing the improvement plan.”

Orinda City Task Forces Plan

Public Workshops
By Andrea A. Firth

E
Orinda's Planning Director (L), Emmanuel Ursu, introduced the new Assistant

Planner, Richard Yee, at the most recent City Council meeting  Photo A. Firth

ollowing a year filled with over

150 task force and subcommit-
tee meetings, Orinda’s Planning
Process Review Task Force
(PPRTF) plans to schedule a series
of public workshops in November to
get the community’s input on a draft
report of recommendations to
streamline the City’s planning
process. “The volunteers on the
[PPRTF] donated a tremendous
amount of time over the past year,”
notes Councilmember Amy Worth
who is also a member of the Task
Force. “Alot of really thoughtful di-

alogue went into the development of
this draft report,” she adds.

The Task Force identified
three main areas for review and re-
vision within the City’s planning
process according to Councilmem-
ber Tom McCormick. The process
subcommittee looked at ways to re-
vise the planning, application, and
review process to make it less cum-
bersome. A residential subcommit-
tee identified over 20 specific areas
where the development code could
be simplified.

... continued on page 6

[)écor(:onsuhant
‘i_ & [Faux,/ |nterior Painter

Nancy Blue
925.849.4799

e Color Consultation ¢ Art & Furniture Placement

* Fabric, Accessories, Lighting, etc.

TheHattersleys.com Helping You Achieve Your Goals!

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515 i
Darlene Hattersley {
925.360.9588

O
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Prestigious 24 Acre Sleepy Hollow Area Estate
“and 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Luxury Home Shown
by Appointment, Price Upon Request.

Many Pics/Info on Our Website.

stings and Valnable Buyer and Seller Tips on onr Website.

Voted Walnut Creek's Best Multi-Family
Development, 2008! Classic Luxury Condos

from $379,000 in a High-tech, Security Building

Close to Town, on the Iron Horse Trail.

Paid for by Dr. Bob - The Alternative

Let’s get there together

Doctor Bob Larsen - The Alternative

A place that welcomes entrepreneurs and small business
A business plan that produces robust revenue for our city and schools

A town that reveres its elders and those who contribute to our community

A Vision For Orinda

A vibrant, revitalized small city downtown

A community that is inclusive and inviting, not one that marginalizes those who question

A physical location that is blessed and lives up to its human(e) potential

THE ALTERNATIVE

W LARSEN

ORINDA CITY COUNCIL
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Drought: Are We Meeting Our Goals?
By Sphie Braccini
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San Leandro Reserv0|r view from Pinehurst Road Iast Sunday

In September the single-family
residences served by the East
Bay Municipal Utility District
(EBMUD) missed their water
usage objective of a 19% reduc-
tion by just one point, and the
global goal of a 15% overall re-
duction for the agency was met.

The numbers are similar for
preceding months, however if the
coming winter is as dry as the
two previous winters, EBMUD
could have to resort to extreme
rationing, which could mean a
50% cut back for single-family
users. The solution: Save now
and hope for a wet winter!

“I am still optimistic,” said
EBMUD elected Board Member
Kathy Foulkes, “we are very grate-
ful for all the efforts people have
made and our agency is working on
many fronts to maintain a high
quality service for its constituency.”

For some, the 19% felt like a
huge burden. Out of the 1.3 million
customers served by EBMUD,
7,300 have applied for an adjust-
ment and 90% of them have re-
ceived it. According to Foulkes
those are for example people with
children who just bought the house
of an old couple, families where
kids are coming back to live, per-

sons with a medical problem or in-
dividuals who are doing everything
they can already. The cases were
examined by EBMUD Conserva-
tion Department, which will con-
duct spot checks.

The industrial users ex-
ceeded their 5% reduction objec-
tive by reducing their consumption
by 13%. Foulkes attributes this to
the partnerships that take place be-
tween her agency and these users.
“The industrial clients are the cat-
egory who consumes the most
water,” says Foulkes, “for example
the refineries need enormous
quantities of water to cool down
their cooling tower, or Coca-Cola
which uses our water for its sodas
as well as for its bottled water.”
That’s where partnerships operate.
EBMUD is processing recycled
water: twice treated sewage water,
appropriate to swim in but not for
drinking. Such water is used in the
Richmond cooling tower refinery.

EBMUD is working on many
others venues to secure and im-
prove our supply. Some projects
are just in infancy such as the feasi-
bility of a desalination plant, other
are closer like the use of ground
water available in the San Lorenzo
area or Sacramento County, and by

i T
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Photo Andy Scheck
December 0f 2009 we will have ac-
cess to the water of the Sacramento
basin in case of drought.

In the meantime, EBMUD
recommends that all of its cus-
tomers continue their efforts. If you
own a pool, install a pool cover, and
don’t forget that re-filling pools has
been banned. The agency asks that
we do not forget to turn off our irri-
gation systems as soon as the rain
starts and that for the time being, we
water no more than one day a week.
We are asked to address indoor
water waste by checking for leaky
toilets — notorious water wasters —
and putting a stop to running water
in sinks while doing dishes or
brushing teeth and limiting show-
ers to 5 minutes. “I personally re-
cycle my own grey water,” says
Foulkes, who met her 19% objec-
tive, “I have a bucket in my
shower to collect the water that
runs before it gets warm enough,
and one in my kitchen sink.” She
believes that without the use of that
water to irrigate her garden, it
would have died.

EBMUD’s Board of Direc-
tors will reconvene in April to ex-
amine the level of the snow pack
and make a decision for the com-
ing year.

” 925-377-0977
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Voted Best Of The Best
In The East Bay

» Advanced Color Specialists

« Custom Hair Cuts
« Hair Extensions

Tuesday - Saturday
Evening Appointments Available

di 1|1In

“Masters, The True
Artists Of Color, Cut
& Style”

Seen In Harper's
Bagaar Magagine

925-939-7425
2400 Olympic Blvd., Suite 4  Walnut Creek

(r" .J'::'ff ¥ 5 f Erﬁ?.n!’re’—;

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

One month
trial offer

925-376-7500

Pamela Halloran,
Broker Associate

Village Associates
(925) 323-4100

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com

REAL ESTATE

Listing and selling
in Lamorinda
for over 20 years.
Call Pamela for
all your
real estate needs!

Unwrap a whole new you
with the revelutionany new Frawel re:stond ™ treatment.

T thae seasnn for giving. VWhy ol gie yoassst wmething that lets
POl b0 and Tl oo et T Frey e

7

- /-f:”rn’n":" .r.rl/'.- :

SI0NE TN 3 TN aise

Irexlrrasn] podeedrs B0 Niveertl Thee Bont o Sgineg, wiinkies, Lundige 4ot
]l el S0, hioay recEline Raddieinl prdendsldf B oS e Raliural

o 1or coealing newy, haalllsy sy

1 replace damaged cely. 1L

ey ddllagen produdtian, hadping yiur SEin return Lo s origan
brauty and ghoey. Youll el remartable repdis wilh mesmad downime

Lo all Nodaey amd ke your ol extra spedial with an

S LT lizr Frueed e alcrw dsabmmeni

Tl iy nd S | e e UGG drdard P

e e e e

e w den arn ik bebregre b deled el reiepe. = el 5 el S Pe oL

NPT 0 RN PRE i DT T

$200 off*

Fraxel Restore Laser Treatment!

*offer good for new clients only/one per person exp. 11/30/08
Call today to schedule your
complimentary consultation

(925) 283-6975

R

ASPEN

M EDSPA

f
William Birdsong, MD
The Clocktower

3579 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
www.aspenmedspa.com

ipS Dept.

A big selection to choose from on
excellent values already marked down.
Take an Extra 20% OFF clearance merchandise.
Look for the “Extra 20% OFF” Red Toppers.
Babies ¢ Toddler Girl « Toddler Boy
Girls 4to 6X « Boys4to7 ¢ Girls7to 16

Extra! Extra!

20%

OFF
COLLECTIONS OUTERWEAR
ALL A.G.B. FALLI

CORDUROY JACKETS
60 | 50
NOW ONLY 17.99 to 19.99

NOW 27.99. Orig. 56.00
Jackets, Sweaters, Pants By Live A Little. S - XL
F

b PUFF PARKAS

& | 50~

NOW 19.99. Microfiber,
Zip Front Parkas by Effeci

FLEECE JACKETS

50

NOW 14.99. Orig. 30.00
Zip Front. By C. Taylor

ANALOGY JACKETS

950

Fall Tapestry Pattern NOW 9.99 to 14.99. By
Jackets. NOW 29.99 Tiara & Reference Point

ORINDA  MORAGA WALNUT CREEK

Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center
(925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300

CONCORD SONOMA NAPA

Vineyard Center Marketplace Center ~ Napa Town Center
(925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375

M aulous

Webkinz  «.a
13.95 =« ‘\
-

In Stock Now!
GREAT BUYS

M aulous

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

New Styles
Arriving Daily!

ACTIVEWEAR
VELOUR JOGSETS

50~

Zip Jacket & Pant Sets
NOW 29.99. 8 Fall Colors.

ALL COLUMBIA

30

All Fall Jackets & Tops
Great Selection. Ladies Dept.

N

FLEECE JOGSETS

19.99

Basic Turtlenecks & All Anney Microfleece
Tees. 5 Styles. 20 Colors ]2 pc. Jacket/Pant Sets.

VK aulou's

ACCESSORIES
ALL SAG HARBOR

50~

Fall Handbags & Totes
NOW Only 16.99 to 22.99

-~y
W
e

CHENILLE GLOVES

75

NOW 3.99. Fantastic
Selection of Styles & Colors

SOCK CLEARANCE

75

NOW 1.99. All Solid &
Novelty Socks by Sache

SWEATERS
SWEATER TWINSETS

50~

By Crystal. Cardigans
NOW 13.50. Shell 8.50

REFERENCE POINT

12.50

Fall solids & Tweeds
Asst. Styles. 100% Cotton

.

T

FALL NOVELTY TEES

By New Directions &
Jane Ashley. Orig. 20.00

FASHION TEES

50~

NOW 7.99. Orig. 16.00
By Currents & Maxwell

C.M. SPORT FALL

ALL LEMONGRASS

19.99

Faux Suede Jackets &
Shirts. All Styles & Colors

THREE HEARTS

50

Microfiber Jackets &
Pants. NOW 22.99 & 15.99

A H' 2
FALL CARDIGANS

50

9 Bay Area Stores to serve you!
LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR

Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau PI. Oakland
(925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210
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YOUR INDEPENDENT USED BOOKSTORE

CANETTI S BOOKSHOP
We sell & trade gently read books

SIDE BY SIDF

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

-
&

| + RSVP is a free member
service association for
those 55 and above

+ Our Volunteer Coach helps
you find the volunteer
opportunity that's best
for you

GETTING STARTED IS EASY
Visit: www.helpnow.org

OR
Call 925.472.5769

RSVP Contra Costa is sponsored by the
Volunteer Center of the East Bay

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£ 925-377-0977
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Credit Crisis Impacts Lafayette’s Bonds How safe are Lafayette’s investments?

... continued from page 2

However nowadays Robinson
notes that the yield curve has re-
mained rather flat so the investments
are relatively short-term.

What’s the actual break down
of the investments? Of Lafayette’s
$32,916,000., roughly 70% or
$22,982,788. is invested in the Local
Agency Investment Pool (LAIF).
According to their website, this pro-
gram offers local agencies the oppor-

tunity to participate in a major port-
folio, which invests hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, using the investment
expertise of the Treasurer's Office in-
vestment staff at no additional cost to
the taxpayer.

“We tend to keep it there be-
cause it has a better yield, and it needs
to be liquid,” said Robinson. “At this
point, LAIF is offering higher yields
than other investments, although that

has not always been the case. The
City contracts with PFM (Public Fi-
nancial Management) to advise them
on investment strategy.”

The remainder is split between
Federal Agency Bonds, FNMA Disc
Notes, and two Money Market Pools
that do not have exposure to sub-
prime mortgages and are being used
to fund library construction.

“The City’s investments need

to be in accordance with the State
Government Code, however, the
City’s policy is actually more restric-
tive than the Government Code al-
lows. For example, the City requires
higher investment ratings on nego-
tiable Certificates of Deposit,
Medium Term notes and California
Local Agency obligations than the
government code permits,” said
Robinson.

Land Use Initiatives Debate Heats

... continued from page 3

Whether or not those are built is
then the decision of the property
owner/developer and does not impact
the compliance of the town. The
Town of Moraga has been working
on a “Specific Plan” that would ad-
dress those needs and high density
housing has been proposed on the
Bruzzone family property adjacent to
the Moraga Center, one of the only
place in town that meets all the State’s
requirements, including easy access
to public transportation. This plan has
been in the making for years, in part-
nership with that family.

So why is the Bruzzone family
and their J campaign saying that K
would force low income housing on
their land? At first glance, it’s irrel-
evant. K does not address the down-
town area and its density. But Dick
Loewke, who appeared on behalf of
Measure J at the forum and who has
been working with the Bruzzone
family for many years as their urban
planner, said “The Specific plan is
being initiated by the Town of Mor-

Ask Jeff
Are All Oil Changes Created Equal?
p T e -] quirements. With the complexity
' of today’s automobiles, the cor-
rect oil grade is ultra critical.
Most discount oil changes only
offer one grade of oil that do not
have  proper certifications
through API and ISLAC and is
usually for older model cars.
Correct oil costs more due to spe-
cific additives used for emission
and performance needs of mod-
ern automobiles and light trucks.

Dear Jeff;

I have a Hybrid vehicle. Are there
any special Hybrid service con-
cerns I should know about?
Signed, Mr. Green

Dear Mr. Green;

Hybrid technology is certainly a
sign of our transportation future.
Unfortunately, not too many
shops are properly trained to
service these vehicles. Most hy-
brids require hybrid specific oils
and fluids that meet low emis-
sions capabilities. Always use
trusted facilities with trained

Jeff Joyce

[Dear Jeff;

I always look for coupons when
my car needs an oil change, How
do I know my car is getting the
correct service my car requires?
Signed, Confused in Concord

Dear Confused;

Not all coupon oil changes meet
factory service or warranty re-

v Quick lube convenience with professional, competent
technicians that are properly trained to service
today’s complex automobiles.

v Thorough inspections focusing on factory service
schedules to maintain warranty compliance.

v Convenient Monday through Saturday service.

Advertising

technicians that offer the correct
oils to keep your warranty in ef-
fect and keep your hybrid the
best it can be.

My owner’s manual states my
car requires synthetic oil, but do |
really have to use it?

Signed, Frustrated in Fremont

[Dear Frustrated;

There are many vehicles with hi-
performance engines that are in-
deed engineered to use synthetic
oil for their engines. Synthetic
oils provide longer drain inter-
vals, superior oiling capabilities
in cold start up and better adhe-
sion to internal engine compo-
nents. All these play a curtail role
in protecting your investment.

Jeft Joyce has been the Manager
of Express Oil Change & Tire
Center since 2004. He can be
reached at 925-254-8989 or
jjoyce@orindamotors.com

Why Choose Express Oil Change & Tire Center?

v Inventory to meet your vehicles specific needs.
Correct conventional and synthetic oil grades
available to keep your automobile running well.

v Hybrid vehicle service specialists.

v Nitrogen tire inflation service available.

v Orinda Motors experience and integrity.

E Approved

Auto Repair

Orinda Motors, Inc.
63 Orinda Way, Orinda e (925) 254-2012 ¢ www.orindamotors.com

For Convenience, Value and Honesty,
Orinda Motors is the Best Choice! :

r "
Trirte

flr.'llll.'ll..ql I|.'|!Irl LPR P .

B T

aga. The number of units, the kind of
units, how it interfaces with retail is
akey issue with the economic feasi-
bility of this plan, if Measure K
passes, the kind of housing down-
town will exclusively be low income
housing, very low, low and moder-
ate.” He added that in the absence of
the possibility to build these units
elsewhere, they would be concen-
trated in the downtown area, while
Measure J would allow for the build-
ing of in-law or secondary units in
large homes (these types of units
being considered as “affordable” as
well.) Later in the forum Loewke
went a step further, “If this low in-
come housing cannot be accommo-
dated as second units and would
have to be put into the downtown, it
can’t be built,” he said, “it’s not eco-
nomically feasible for a developer to
go out and build low income hous-
ing all by itself without a subsidy; if
that happens the Town will find itself
in violation of State law and litiga-
tion would come from the General
Attorney’s office.”

Could a vote for Measure K
put the town at risk of litigation from
the General Attorney’s office? No -
because the Town’s obligation is to
plan, not to build.

“This is an unfortunate at-
tempt to tag Measure K with this
issue,” responded Renata Sos for
Measure K, “when the Bruzzone
family has complete control of
the negotiation and the future of
the condominiums.”

The second issue that gener-
ated a lot of public questions was the
impact of the initiatives on the eco-
nomic development of the town.
Measure K would block large de-
velopment in Moraga’s open space.

Up

If Bollinger Canyon, for example,
was to be designated as 20 dwellings
per acre, it is unlikely that a devel-
oper would invest in a remote prop-
erty that would require a large
infrastructure investment. The num-
ber of homes would not allow a suf-
ficient return. Additionally, Loewke
said that MOSO 2008 would apply
beyond the designated area, “If you
read sections 8a3 and 23.b,” he said,
“you will see that it prohibits devel-
opment on minor ridgelines outside
designated land.”

Section 8,a/3 in the K text
reads: “development will be prohib-
ited on ‘minor ridge lines’ immedi-
ately adjacent to and extending into
MOSO 2008 Open Space if slopes
exceed 20% and the elevation of
said ridges is greater than 800 feet of
mean sea level.”

On the other hand, J would per-
mit the construction of hundreds of
homes (the number is not set in the
initiative but could exceed 300) that
would generate additional property
tax for Moraga and potentially addi-
tional sales tax revenue. “Develop-
ment appears to be an attractive way
for a town to raise revenue,” warned
Sos, “it is only a short term gain.
The tax stagnates while the costs as-
sociated with supporting the devel-
opment, police, schools...grow at
twice the rate.” She believes that K,
which limits possible development,
will be a more fiscally responsible
measure.

Part of the financial stability of
the town should come from a vibrant
business community. A question re-
garding the impact of their initiative
(or lack there of) on the business cli-
mate of Moraga was not addressed in
much detail by the presenters.

Fire Chief Reacts Strongly
to Measure J Campaign Tactic

“Measures J & K are issues that ap-
propriately should be decided by
those who live in the Town of Moraga,
and the Moraga Orinda Fire District
(MOFD) has no vested interest or de-
sire to interfere with the vote of the
people. The Fire District has launched
a comprehensive investigation and
will pursue all appropriate means to
engage responsible parties,” wrote
MOFD Fire Chief Pete Nowicki last
week, in response to Measure J cam-
paign material distributed over the
weekend of October 17 which pre-
sented firefighters affiliated with the
MOFD supporting Proposition J and
opposing Proposition K. Nowicki
stated firmly: “The MOFD neither en-
dorses nor opposes any ballot meas-
ure which will be decided on
November 4”

“The MOFD did not send these
mailers, nor did it have any knowledge
that they were being sent. Although
the mailers show firefighters in their
rescue ensemble and identifies them
as District and local firefighters, District
policy does not authorize employees
to speak on behalf of MOFD nor on
behalf of the Board of Directors," wrote
Nowicki. The Chief also sent letters to
the members of the Moraga Town
Council expressing his frustration with
the situation, labeling the mailers “ir-
responsible” and assuring the Council
that in addition to a complete investi-
gation the District would take action
to inform voters of its neutrality.

This is the second time that local
authorities have had cause to
renounce any association of their
agencies to Measure J. The
appearance of the “Go Cougars”
statement on the “Yes on J” campaign
signs prompted a swift reaction from
Acalanes Union High School District
Superintendent  Jim Negri on
September 23, who advised residents
that“Campolindo High School and the
AUHSD have not taken any position in
support of or against Measure J!"

Orinda City Task Forces Plan Public Workshops

... continued from page 4

“The residential group tackled
some sacred cows to make it easier to
remodel and not overly burden-
some,” notes McCormick. A com-
mercial subcommittee looked at the
impediments to improving the down-
town environment. “The commercial
group has identified ways to create
more of a village-like atmosphere to
help revitalize the downtown area,”
he adds. An overview of the recom-
mendations of changes and improve-
ments to the commercial elements of
the plan will be presented at the up-
coming Chamber of Commerce

luncheon next week.

“[In the workshops] the com-
munity members will have a chance
to weigh in on the plan before it is in
a more final format,” states Worth.
Based on the community workshops,
the PPRTF report will be finalized
and presented to the Planning Com-
mission and Council for approval.
The dates, times and locations for the
workshops will be posted at the
City’s website, http:/www.city-
oforinda.org.

The City of Orinda’s Revenue
Enhancement Task Force (RETF) is

also hosting a public workshop to
discuss their preliminary recom-
mendations for generating addi-
tional revenues to fund Orinda
roads, storm drain, fire flow, and
downtown improvements. The
workshop will be held on Wednes-
day, November 12th from 7:00 pm
to 9:00 pm at the Del Rey Elemen-
tary School Auditorium. Ideas to be
discussed at the meeting include
property tax reallocation, a sales tax
increase, a utility users tax, a parcel
tax, a business license tax, and a city
reserve drawdown.

ENTOURA G Ex

Spa, Salon & Café

Day

NIGHT

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003

Orinda Candidates Forum—2 Incumbents and the Alternative

... continued from page 4
Larsen questioned the appro-
priateness of the $93 million bond
measure. “Just because students do
well on test scores is not a reason to
borrow $93 million,” he stated.
Things got stickier when the
discussion turned to the Moraga
Orinda Fire District (MOFD) and
campaign financing. Larsen noted
that the MOFD receives three times

more money from the Sate than the
City of Orinda does. “We need to
start talking turkey to these people,
but it’s hard to do when you get their
endorsement,” stated Larsen. ““I think
the Fire District does a great job, and
I appreciate their efforts,” stated
Glazer. “[The City] gets seven cents
on the dollar [from real estate taxes],
and we are trying to do our best with

ENTOURAGE

Presents:

Spa Party for Six

Includes:

~ 6 pedicures ~
~ 6 -50 min. Swedish Massages ~
~ 2 bottles of Kenwood chardonnay,
cabernet or sparkling wine ~
~ Your choice of sushi or fine cheese ~
~ An assortment of chocolates ~

$150 e peson

(includes tax and tip)

925-254-9721

that,” he added. Smith also comple-
mented MOFD’s service and cited
the importance of being able to work
well with others as a key factor to
success in city government.

Regarding campaign contri-
butions, Larsen stated emphatically
that he had and would not take
money from special interest groups
and that he differed distinctly from
his two opponents in this respect.
Glazer questioned Larsen’s accusa-
tions regarding his current campaign
contributions and the link to his pre-
vious campaign four years prior.
Glazer stated that the majority of his
campaign contributions had come
from Orinda residents, and that
smear campaigns reflected more
negatively on the individual making
the accusations. Smith admitted to
having received a small contribution
from PG&E and pointed out that
this was just one of the many contri-
butions that she had received in-
cluding hundreds from Orinda
residents.

Smith and Glazer closed their
remarks noting their experience on
the City Council, their successes in
implementing positive programs for
the City, and their desires to continue
the work in progress. Larsen noted
the difference between himself and
his two opponents and encouraged
voters seeking change to cast just
one vote for him.
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Lamorinda Prepares to Face Disaster

By Sophle Bracclnl

-
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CERT volunteers being debriefed by Gordon Nathan

“q t approximately 06:45-
hours on October 25th,

Lamorinda experienced an 8.1
earthquake.... Roads leading into
and out of the area are closed due
to damaged pavement, and power
lines blocking some major
roads.... You receive word, via a

“runner” from the Lamorinda Dis-
aster Coordinator that all available
CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team) members are re-
quested to report to the Moraga
Commons Park for staging and
await further instructions.”

And on that day at 08:00-

Photo Andy Scheck

hours, 100 CERT volunteers
gathered at the Moraga Com-
mons, to participate in the first
tri-city drill organized by CERT
in cooperation with the police de-
partments, the fire district, and
other agencies.

For efficient emergency re-

sponse, the circulation of infor-
mation is critical. Volunteers were
bombarded with one incident after
another of all magnitude: an in-
jured person somewhere in town,
a car leaking gas in the street, or
an apartment building collapsing
nearby. The command center re-
ceived notice, allocated resources
and documented its actions. One
of the key teams that morning was
the medical center. Areas had
been set up to triage victims de-
pending on the level of their in-
juries: a green tarp for minor,
yellow for serious but not life
threatening, red for requires im-
mediate attention and ablack tarp
marked the morgue area.
Earlier that morning another
70 volunteers had come to be
made up as victims and were
ready to be rescued. Ben Thomas,
a freshman at Campolindo and
member of Boy Scout troop 212
had volunteered. “When we ar-
rived we each chose the scenario
to play out,” said Thomas, who
had a pole go through his chest.
... continued on page 10

Cabinet Modtfzcatwns

BEFORE

AFTER|

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify

most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

e Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s
e Oversized, built-in Refrigerators
* Redesigns/Alterations

Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry,
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels?

We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 ©

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

aul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Private Donations Help Offset Cuts
By Jennifer Wake

Volunteers shown from left to right: Vicky To.th, Carolyn Pbetzsch,

Wendi Shively, Kathleen Guillaume, Diane Sasser, Martha Ross,

Julie Corbin, Dick Corbin

hile personal retirement

accounts decline in value
and financial markets convulse,
non-profit organizations must
scurry to find funding to keep their
doors open and their programs op-
erational.

Youth Homes operates
five state-licensed six-bed homes in
Lafayette, Concord and Pleasant
Hill, including three long-term res-
idential treatment programs and
two crisis emergency shelters. It
has skirted cuts from the state, so
far. But during that same time of
flat funding, the organization has
seen gas prices, energy costs and
healthcare more than double, says
Youth Homes Executive Director
Stuart McCullough.

With more than 80,000
children in the foster care system in
California — 2,000 in Contra Costa
County alone — these funds can
mean the difference between
whether these children go on to pur-
sue meaningful lives or end up on
the street.

In the majority of foster care
homes and facilities, 40 to 50 per-
cent of kids leave the system — often
running away and ending up home-
less. An even higher percentage
drop out of high school. Youth
Homes’ success has been markedly
different, with 75 to 80 percent of
its participants staying on their plan.

The reason?

“We don’t quit on our kids,”
McCullough says. “We don’t kick
people out.”

Youth Homes not only offers

Photo Carolyn Bybee

foster care where they’re in a
strange home miles away with dif-
ferent food, a new bedroom and a
group of complete strangers. The
child is physically and culturally
yanked from everything they love.
Yet, they are the victim,” McCul-
lough says. “They have not done
anything wrong.”

Often, children in foster care
exhibit symptoms of Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder. “These kids
can’t self-regulate, acting out with
hostility to others. They can be a
royal pain and are often thrown out
of one foster home after another,”
McCullough says.

After several years, some get
to a place like Youth Homes and
begin to get some real treatment for
a trauma that may have happened
years ago. And while getting these
children back to their homes is the
priority, all too often kids can’t go
home because the parent doesn’t
follow the program — whether it’s
attending anger management
classes or entering a drug or alco-
hol rehabilitation program — ex-
plains McCullough. Additionally,
there aren’t many of these group
homes in the County.

in Non-Profit Funding

“We try to step in to be the
parent,” McCullough says. “We
support them significantly. We try
to support this child as he or she
matures into young adulthood.
After they turn 18, we often have
kids come back to join us for
Thanksgiving dinner because
there’s no place for them to go.”

In 2007, Youth Homes started
an AfterCare Program for those
who have “aged out” of the foster
care system. The AfterCare Pro-
gram provides therapeutic services,
ongoing counseling and financial
help for those aged 17 to 22 — serv-
ices typically cut once a child turns
18.

Unfortunately, all of these
programs require money, and cur-
rent economic conditions are hitting
non-profits hard. “Youth Homes,
like any non-profit, is focusing on
private fund donations,” McCul-
lough says. “It’s highly competitive
and a stressful time. In 2009-10, the
state budget’s smoke and mirrors
will come to roost. Property taxes
will decline, and income taxes are
going to decline as people are laid
oft.”

Fortunately, ~McCullough
says the support he’s received from
his board members, community
outreach efforts and, specifically,
the Lamorinda Community has
been phenomenal. “Our board per-
sonally raised $50,000 and chal-
lenged the community, which
responded in kind with four to one
donations,” McCullough says. “I
could not ask for a more skilled or
better board.”

Last month, Youth Homes re-
ceived a first-time grant of $70,000
from the HEDCO Foundation for
the purchase of three eight-passen-
ger vans to be used to transport
Youth Homes children to school,
doctor’s appointments, counseling
and other activities, and the
Lafayette Juniors recently named

Youth Homes as its recipient for the
group’s annual November Rum-
mage Sale and its Kitchen Tour in
the spring. Other Lamorinda or-
ganizations including the Lafayette
Garden Club and the Lafayette
Chamber have provided volunteer
support and resources.

“Unlike most children born
into a loving home, these kids were
not so lucky — through no fault of
their own,” says Nedda Janatpour
of Youth Homes. “It is with the
support of the community that we
can show them that people do care
about them.”

“We’ve been blessed by the
Lamorinda area,” McCullough
added. “It’s been a life-saver, to be
perfectly honest.”

For more information about
Youth Homes, you can visit its Web
site at www.youthhomes.org.

World Class Spa Experience

Jacuzzi

RainForest Shower Relaxation Lounge

Voted Best Manicure!

by San Jose Mercury News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine

Fall Pedicure Special

$25

Sauna Steam Room

Spa Pedicure +

Gift Card Available, Party is welcome.
Over 500 Retail Products -
clothings, shoes, fashion jewelleries, bags, skincare, ...

ol
\\//

Free Sugar Scrub Exfoliation
+ Free Callus Treatment

3589 M. Diablo Blud., Lafayette. CA

9252998877
Open Daily 10am-7pm

R T
ROSSMOOR - THE BAY AREA’S BEST KEPT REAL ESTATE SECRET

Rossmoor is a nationally recognized, award
winning senior adult community, for age
55+. Located on 2200 acres in a
picturesque valley in Walnut Creek, this gated
community offers excellent recreational
facilities, including 27 holes of NCGA-rated

Mature Women

wanted for paid Print ads, Fashion runway

shows, and Catalogue work.
Amateurs welcome,

For audition

time call 925-937-4100

www.fusebayareafashion.com

FUSE

Bay Area Fashion

MAGAZINE

In-House training program available for a fee.

1475 No. Broadway Suite 250, Walnut Creek
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1200 Leisure Lane #7 - $165,000 Eq

Fixer with Great Potential! Sprawling wrap
around deck enclosure. 2 BR “Sequoia Wrap”.
Skylights in kitchen and bathroom. Central heat
and air conditioning. Lots of wall space for easy
furniture arrangement. Near Clubhouses.

Call Betty Case at (925) 287-3347.

572 High Eagle Drive $835, 000 5954 Autumnwood Drive #4A  $398,000
B.O.M. NEW PRICE! Eagle Ridge Condo 2 NO STEPS - Hill top building. Great views.
BR, 2 BA plus Den. 1,985 sq.ft. CITY LIGHTS, 2 BR, 2 BA. Newly renovated with custom
SUISUN BAY & MT DIABLO VIEWS. LR/DR decorator colors and all new flooring. Elevator
wifireplace. Designer eat-in kit. w/walk-in pantry.  access from parking garage and very close to
Spacious master retreat. Large private view deck!  private pool and hot tub.

Call Connie Rogers at (925) 287-3320. Call Evelyne K. Rolston at (925) 287-3322.

golf, 3 community swimming facilities, a
fitness center, 8 outdoor tennis courts, lawn
bowling and miles of beautiful hiking trails.

a place for these children and teens
to call home, they provide family
counseling and psychiatric services,
chemical abuse treatment and be-
havioral coaching — and they never
give up on a child.

“The majority of children in
the foster care system are there due
to abuse and profound neglect,”
McCullough says. By the time a
child begins to exhibit behaviors
consistent with abuse, it’s been sev-
eral years and the child is severely
wounded, McCullough explained.

Typically, if someone is sus-
pected of being abused, they’re
carefully assessed, but once it’s de-
termined there is abuse in the home,
the steps to remove a child from
that home can be traumatic.

“The next night Dad is ar-
rested, the child is taken away to

For over 40 years Rossmoor Realty has
marketed & sold exclusively in Rossmoor,
becoming the most successful real estate
office serving this unique community.

Rossmoor Realty has the best and most
professional agents, and since we work solely
in Rossmoor, we have unmatched market
expertise.

Talk to the Rossmoor Experts Today.

(925) 932-1162

WWW., rossmoorrealty com

) Rossmoor Realty

1641 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek, CA 94595

Rossmoor Realty is a Division of Rossmoor Properties Inc.

1780 Stanley Dollar Drive #2A

Quality Rossmoor Hillside condominium.
2 bedroom, 2 baths, 1,600 sq.ft. High ceilings,
2 decks, granite kitchen, fireplace, filtered view,  Two skylights. Close to carport. Excellent view

$529,000 317 Ptarmigan Drive #3 $129,900

Light, bright and cheerful! 2 BR, | BA
cooperative featuring new carpet and vinyl.

2662 Saklan Indian Drive #5 $254,500

Fantastic View of the Valley. | BR, |1/2 BA
condominium. Priced below assessed value.
Updated kitchen & baths. Berber carpeting.
Enclosed sunrm perfect for den or office.
Mint condition. Bargain price at $254,500.
Call The Nlelsen Team at (925) 287- 3370

attached garage plus detached carport. from large open deck. Great value at only

$129,900.

Call John Saunders at (925) 287-3314. Call The Nielsen Team at (925) 287-3370.
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On Saturday, Nov. 8, 2008, guests of
the 18th California Symphony Ball will
be transported into a wondrous Cirque
Du Musique, featuring professional cir-
cus performers around the world. The
evening will begin with a silent auction,
hors d'oeuvres, cocktails and cham-
pagne, followed by an elegant dinner
paired with fine wines and dancing to
the strains of the California Symphony
with an exciting live auction. All pro-
ceeds from this event will support the
Symphony’s education and artistic pro-
grams.. Tickets and tables can be or-
dered online at
www.californiasymphony.org or be
calling (925) 280-2490. Blackhawk
Museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza Cir-
cle, Danville.

Chevalier Restaurant Offers Live
Music. Every Wednesday night, the re-
cently opened French restaurant invites
patrons to come and enjoy
French/American jazz music by local
group “Duo Gadjo” 7 to 10 p.m. 960
Moraga Road, Lafayette. chevalier-
restaurant.com (925) 385-0793.

Celebrating its 43rd year, Women
Sing presents a holiday program, “O
Holy Night,” with a galaxy of choral se-
lections, highlighting the chorus's hall-
mark programming of "the traditional
and the unexpected." Led by Artistic
Director Martin Benvenuto, and ac-
companied by Paul Caccamo, Wom-
enSing is a S0-member auditioned
chorus, based in Orinda. Performances
are Sunday, Dec. 7th, at the First Con-
gregational Church, Berkeley, 2345
Channing Way, at 3pm, and Wednesday,
Dec. 10th at the Lafayette Orinda Pres-
byterian Church, 49 Knox Drive, at
8pm. For ticket information, visit our
Web Site at www.womensing.org, or
call 925-974-9169. Ticket prices are
$20 General, $25 Premium, $18 Senior,
$10 Student.

MASTERPIECE OR MESS? Bob
Wahrhaftig’s presentation is part of a se-
ries of First Friday events at the Moraga
Art Gallery in the Rheem Valley Shop-

Zheem

ITheater

350 Park Street
Moraga

@ 988-3411

Coming Soon

Oct 31
ZACK AND MIRI
MAKE A PORNO MOVIE
Nov 7
MADAGASCAR
ESCAPE 2 AFRICA
Nov 14
QUANTUM OF SOLACE
Nov 19
BOLT TWILIGHT

Please give us your thoughts
and ideas as we spruce up and re-
furbish our RHEEM THEATRE
Email us at js@earthlink.net
Jim Sheehan and Tom Peterson
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ping Center which will be from 7pm-
9pm on Friday Nov. 7th. Bob will dis-
cuss painting basics and how he is
inspired to work with colors. Then he
will set up a canvas and have each
member of the audience splash differ-
ent colors on the canvas ‘til it is covered.
The artist will then use this mixture as a
starting point to paint a portrait of a
model . One lucky audience member
will take the finished painting home in a
free drawing. Moraga Art Gallery, 570
Center Street, Rheem Valley Shopping
Center, Moraga . For questions call 510-
524-7664. Bob Wahrhaftig- Drinks and
refreshments served. Free to the public.

Lindsay Wildlife Museum -Vanishing
Wildlife- through Nov. 16. Watercolor
and mixed-media by Rita Sklar Van-
ishing Wildlife depicts American, Euro-
pean, Latin American and African
wildlife. Critics describe her paintings
as a mix of abstraction and realism, giv-
ing the paintings a feeling of movement
and immediacy and praise them as cap-
turing the subtle mood of the mystery of
nature. Lindsay Wildlife Museum, 1931
First  Avenue, Walnut  Creek.
www.wildlife-museum.org.

The Moraga Art Gallery presents a
new group show, "Celebrate"— through
January 4, 2009. The Gallery is doubly
featuring the work of 2 artists: Terri
Durkovic, a jewelry designer following
a life-long passion for creating wearable
art. She is constantly collecting semi
precious stones, pearls, shells, wood
beads and precious metals to include in
her designs. Natalia Udaltsova is a
painter and artist who loves life and
people, and this is reflected in her paint-
ings. The public is invited to the Open-
ing Reception on Saturday, Nov. 1,
2008, from 3-5 pm. Moraga Art Gallery,
570 Center St,. Rheem Valley Shopping
Center/ next to Longs Drugs Moraga.
Open Tuesday through Sunday, 12-5
pm, 925.376.5407.

The Lafayette Gallery is celebrating
the holidays with "Lightly Seasoned:
Fine Art with a Dash of Holiday Spirit."
Through Dec. 24, 2008. The gallery
member artists are displaying original
fine art, paintings, prints, watercolors,
photography, jewelry and ceramics.
Artisa perfect gift for the holiday sea-
son. Itisa gift that will be cherished for
many a season to come. Gallery Hours:
11 — 5 pm Tuesday — Saturday, 50
Lafayette Circle, Lafayette, Ca 94549
925-284-2788.

New this year is the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce event , the
“Lafayette Holiday Art Walk , 2008.
The Art Walk occurs all day on Satur-
day, Dec. 6th. Do stop by Lafayette
shops to view artwork from gallery
artists displayed at businesses from
10am to 6pm.

PARENTS & TEENS

Risky Behavior - What Is Happen-
ing? What Can We Do About It?

Join our speakers for a lively, up-to-date
review of the current risky behaviors in
our middle schools and how we, as par-
ents, can identify and address them.
Thursday, Nov. 6, 2008, 7:30pm, library
Stanley Middle School, 3455 School
Street, Lafayette no fee, NEW register
class #05-6101 on-line at
http://adulted.acalanes.k12.ca.us/on-
linereg/ Questions & comments? Vera
Babor at vbabor@acalanes.k12.ca.us.

CARE Parent Network- a workshop
for parents of children with special
needs in Contra Costa SELPA, which
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includes the Acalanes, Lafayette, Mor-
aga and Orinda school districts - Satur-
day, Nov 8 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.. The
'Parent Academy' is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for parents to attend up to four
workshop sessions presented by an out-
standing group of educators on some of
the most requested topics in special ed-
ucation. Marchus School, 2900 Avon
Avenue, Concord. Contra Costa
SELPA parents: $25, other parents: $35,
Other professionals: $50. Deadline to
register is October 31. Pre-registration
is required. Questions? Call Cathy
Nicoll, SELPA Coordinator at 925-827-
0949 x13 Visit our website:
www.cccoe.k12.ca.us/selpa/ceselpa.htm

St. Perpetua will hold its Sth Annual
St. Perpetua Wine Festival on Satur-
day, Nov. 8 from 6:30-10:30 pm. The
Wine Festival will be held at the War
Veterans Memorial Building in
Lafayette. The event will include the
opportunity to taste and purchase wine
from Wine Thieves of Lafayette, learn
about wine and enjoy a catered buffet
dinner while listening to a live jazz
band. An extensive selection of wines,
including many that are hard to find,
will be available. A limited number of
tickets are offered for $55 per person
and can be purchased on-line at
www.stperpetua.org. For more infor-
mation, please call the school at 925-
284-1640.

Smart Money: Using the Bank In-
stead of Mom and Dad. Thursday,
Nov. 20th, 7-9pm, in the Las Lomas
Theater. Learn how to make smart
credit choices, apply for auto loans in-
cluding the hidden expenses involved,
and keeping your identity safe. Parents
are welcome to attend. This series is
brought to you by the Las Lomas
PTSA's Parent Ed and Healthy Choices
Committees and is free of charge. Hand
outs will be available at all sessions.
Questions? Contact Karen Schroter,
schroterS@astound.net.

RSVP/register through our new online
registration site:
http://adulted.acalanes.k12.ca.us/on-
linereg/ ,enter course #056216.

LECTURES & LITERATURE

The Italian Dolomites—A slide pres-
entation will reveal the flora, fauna and
other aspects of this beautiful area.
Emeritus College instructor Lucia Fal-
cone also will describe local customs,
natural resources, and favorite foods.
The single session will be held from 1 to
3 p.m, Thursday, Nov. 6, at the
Lafayette Community Center’s Elder-
berry Room, 500 St. Mary’s Road,
Lafayette. Fee: $15. To register, visit
www.dvc.edu/emeritus or call (925)
906-9105.

Thursday, Nov. 13, 4pm Garth Stein
will discuss and sign copies of The Art
of Racing in the Rain. Orinda Books.
276 Village Sq, Orinda, (925) 254-7606

Writin' On Empty: Parents Reveal
the Upside, Downside, and Everything
In Between When Children Leave the
Nest. Thursday, Nov. 13, 7:30 pm,
Lafayette Library. Hear authors Linda
Peterson, Taylor Cehn, Risa Nye, and
Julie Renalds reading from their tales
and essays. (See story page 10)

OTHER

Join the staff of the Shahrzad Dance
Academy at the Lafayette Library on
Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. when they teach us the
basics of Persian Dancing. Whether you
have performed on a stage or never

ohn Rosemond

“Assuming the
Power of Parenting”

Not to be missed

7 925-377-0977

stepped foot in a dance class before, this
class will be an experience not soon for-
gotten. So bring you friends and neigh-
bors to a free, fun-filled evening of
dance and laughter. Ages 10 through
adults only please. For more informa-
tion, please call (925) 283-3872 or go to
ccclib.org. Sponsored by the Lafayette
Community Foundation and the Friends
of the Lafayette Library. Lafayette Li-
brary, 952 Moraga Road

THE CYCLE RECYCLE. Again this
year, Bobbie and Tom Preston will be
doing the “Cycle Recycle, collecting re-
pairable bikes for refurbishing by the in-
mates at Marsh Canyon Detention
Facility. The repaired bikes will be
given at Christmas to under-privileged
children throughout the county-Most
needed are tricycles and junior bikes.
Not only do the kids get the gift of a
bike, the inmates learn the marketable
skill of bicycle repair. New and/or used,
repairable bikes may be delivered to the
side driveway of the Preston’s home
from now through the month of Nov.
only: 1307 Larch Avenue, Moraga. (No
need to contact the Prestons before leav-
ing a bike, unless you need more infor-
mation). For more information call
376-8474.

The Friends of Orinda Creeks invites
creek homeowners to learn more about
protecting their creeks. Nov. 5, 2008
from 7:30 — 9 pm in the Gallery Room
of the Orinda Library. Please RSVP at
mayarapp@comcast.net or 925-253-
1997.

Home Composting for Busy People
workshop on Saturday, Nov 8th from 1-
2:30. If you are interested in attending,
itis VERY IMPORTANT that you rsvp
with the Contra Costa Solid Waste Au-
thority at 925-906-1806. McDonnell
Nursery, 196 Moraga Way, Orinda, 925-
254-3713

Timeless Traditional Tea & Holiday
Boutique at the Lafayette United
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 955
Moraga Blvd., Lafayette. Saturday,
Nov. 15. Boutique from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
with an informal tea cafe. Boutique fea-
tures many handcrafted items at reason-
able prices, perfect for Holiday gifts.
Outside vendors also participating.
Three seatings for the Multi-course Tra-
ditional Tea at 12 noon, 2 p.m. & 4 p.m.
$20 each, two for $35, or table for eight
for $130 - Traditional Tea Requires
RESERVATIONS - call 925-284-7857.

Widowed Person Support offers so-
cial events and a workshop for all wid-
ows and widowers during Nov.. Call
925/932-3448. Saturday, Nov. 15, a
luncheon at Terzetto Cuisine Café in
Moraga. Saturday, Nov. 22, a free
workshop to help widowed people han-
dle the Holidays, at St. Stephens
Church, Orinda.

County Connection has scheduled a
Lamorinda public workshop at the
Orinda Community Center, 26 Orinda
Way on Wednesday, Nov. 12-4-7 pm to
discuss proposed service changes and a
possible spring implementation of the
approved fare increase originally sched-
uled to take place July 1,2009. Staff will
be available to describe proposed serv-
ice changes, and gather usage informa-
tion from riders to minimize ridership
loss. Maps and information will also be
available on the agency website -
www.cccta.org , and a dedicated email
account will be set up for email com-
ments, by Nov. Ist (925) 676-7500, or
visit www.cccta.org.

A parenting seminar from America’s most

popular speaker on parent and family issues

Friday, November 7th

7:00 p.m.

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane * Moraga, CA

For tickets: 376-4800+ www.myvpctoday.org

“Friday Night Festival”

Games and special activities are just part of the fun
for children (ages 6 months - 5th grade) of parents

attending the seminar.

Cost: $5 per child
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Saint Mary’s College

Campus Happenings

Photo by Ken C. Young, Moraga;
www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

Open House
Saturday, Nov 1st 10 am - noon in the
Soda Center:

BA in Leadership and Organizational
Studies and MA for working adults. Hy-
brid online format.

MA in Leadership (19 months) designed
for working adults, combining online
learning with in-person sessions. Financial
Aid available. Light refreshments served.

“Personal Investment Advice in this
Crazy Economy” - Tuesday, Nov 11, 6-
8pm at Saint Mary’s College of Califor-
nia’s Soda Center. Rob Black, the host of
"Rob Black and Your Money" on KRON-
TV, San Francisco and on KYCY 1550
AM, and contributor to "MoneyTrack" on
PBS-TV, is coming to offer personal in-
vestment advice to SMC Graduate Busi-
ness alumni and friends. Come with
questions, and pen and paper!

This event is free, sponsored by the SMC
Graduate Business Alumni Council, but
you must RSVP by going to
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/ alumni-and-
friends/alumni-events/
rsvp/index.html?event=321

6 — 6:30pm: Registration, Networking,
6:30-8pm: Seminar, Q&A.

Seminars
Distinguished Speaker Series
Sat, Nov. 22 - Erin Gruwell - exemplary
teacher, actress, author Freedom Writer's
Diary! (based on the award-winning film
and book) Soda Center, Saint Mary's Col-
lege, Moraga. $60/session. To register,
contact: Lydia Wiley, (925) 631-8124.
(see story page 11)

Creative Writing Reading Series
Wednesday, Nov. 12, at 7:30 p.m. -
Brenda Miller’s book, "Season of the
Body: Essays," was a finalist for the PEN
American Center Book Award. She has
received four Pushcart Prizes for her work
in creative nonfiction, and her essays have
appeared in such periodicals as The Geor-
gia Review, Prairie Schooner, Fourth
Genre, The Sun and Yoga Journal.

Soda Center, Saint Mary's College of Cal-
ifornia, 1928 St. Mary's Rd., Moraga.
Contact: MFA Program (925) 631-4457.

Theater
"Abundance" -- a Play by Beth Henley.
Directed by Rebecca Engle, the play is a
quirky comedy about mail-order brides,
by the Pulitzer-winning author of "Crimes
of the Heart." Thurs-Sun, Nov. 13-22, 8
p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 16, 2 p.m. LeFevre
Theatre, Saint Mary's College of Califor-
nia, 1928 St. Mary's Rd., Moraga.
Tickets: $8 for SMC faculty, staff and stu-
dents. $12 for non-SMC students. $15
general admission. Performing Arts (925)
631-4670.

Art Exhibits

The Second Golden Age of Dutch Art:
19th Century Dutch Paintings from the
Beekhuis Collection -through Dec. 14
Paintings by more than sixty artists repre-
sent a broad range of styles and subject
matter, including cityscapes, landscapes,
seascapes, still lifes, portraits, and interi-
ors. The exhibition is comprised of three
main groupings: Dutch Romanticism,
The Hague School and Dutch
Impressionism. Exhibition Admission:
$3; Gallery Hours: Wed —Sun, 11 am -
4:30 pm, 925.631.4379, www.hearstart-
gallery.org.

Exhibition hours: Wednesdays through Sun-
days, 11 am until 4:30 pm

Admission: $3 adult; children 12 and under
free; free parking

Web site: http://gallery.stmarys-ca.edu.
Telephone: 925-631-4379

For more information about upcoming
events at Saint Mary’s College, visit the
college website at http://www.stmarys-
ca.edu/news-and-events/events.html.

Rheem Green movie night on Nov.
13th "Dead in the Water"

Around the world, one in four people
doesn't have access to clean drinking
water. Some large international corpo-
rations view this crisis as a business op-
portunity, attempting to deliver clean
water, while also privatizing what many
consider a public resource. Award-win-
ning documentary filmmaker Neil
Docherty investigates this controver-
sial trend by looking at recent devel-
opments in Argentina, South Africa,
Bolivia and California. For $14 (on-
line) you can enjoy wine tasting and
appetizers starting at 6pm, followed
by the movie at 7pm.

Commonwealth Club Event-Thurs-
day, Nov 13, 6:30 pm- Offshore Oil:
Drilling Ourselves Into The Next Gen-
eration or An Environmental Catastro-
phe? Join a panel of experts to discuss
both the short-term and long-term ad-
vantages and disadvantages of offshore
oil drilling. JOE SPARANO, President,
Western States Petroleum Association,
MICHAEL BRUNE, CEO, Rainforest
Action Network , RANDALL LUTHI,
Director, Minerals Management Serv-
ice, PETER SCHWARTZ, President,
Global Business Network. 6 PM check-
in, 6:30 PM program, Cost: $15 mem-
bers, $30 non-members, $7 students.
For tickets, visit
commonwealthclub.org or call (415)
597-6705. Events held at the Bentley
School at 1000 Upper Happy Valley
Road, Lafayette, CA 94549.

Clowning class for adults with Jeff
Raz — Cirque du Soleil and Pickle Fam-
ily Circus veteran Jeff Raz will teach
some basics of clowning, the funda-
mentals of funny. Focusing on partner-
ships, students will learn classic
routines, some cool moves and some re-
ally silly tricks. Class size limited.
Mondays, 6:30-8 p.m., Nov. 3-Dec. 8.
Stagebridge Theatre, 2501 Harrison St.,
Oakland (at 27th St.), Near BART, on-
site parking. $75 (for 6 weeks)
510.444.4755. STAGEBRIDGE THE-
ATRE COMPANY, a non-profit organ-
ization based in Oakland since 1978.

On Saturday Nov. 15th, the Moraga
branch of the Union Bank of California
invites families to come to the branch
and get their children fingerprinted by
the Moraga Police for free. Residents
are invited to come in and talk to Mor-
aga Police Officers and Fire Fighters
about protecting their children, and
keeping our community safe. The bank
will donate $1000 to schools with 70%
of their students who come in for the
free Fingerprinting between 9:30 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m. from the following
schools: Los Perales, Rheem School
and Camino Pablo.

The Moraga Women's Society and
Hospice are having a "Fancy Us" Fash-
ion Show and Luncheon on Nov. 17, at
the Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700
School Street in Moraga, 10am - 1pm.
Fashions are from the Hospice Bou-
tique, and will be modeled

by the Hospice volunteers. Tickets are
$25. Call Louise Barr 284-7465.

Nov. 18th the Orinda Woman's Club
will host its annual Festival of Trees
luncheon, raffle, and fashion show.
Women's Fashion by Helen Lyall of
Vallejo; Men's Fashions by Jos A Bank
Clothiers of Lafayette Mercantile; Hair
and Makeup by Suzanne & company of
Pleasant Hill. The doors open at 10:30
AM for raffle preview and cocktails,
11:45 AM is the luncheon and the fash-
ion show. Tickets are $85.00 per per-
son. Please call (925) 963-6356 for
reservations. Proceeds benefit local
charities. Blackhawk Museum at 3700
Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville.

Please join the Town of Moraga and
the Moraga Chamber of Commerce
at the annual Moraga State of the Town
Address on Wednesday, Nov 19th at
7pm at the Rheem Theatre. There will
be complimentary wines donated by
Tim Argenti of Allied Waste and finger
foods provided by our local restaurant
owners from Terzetto Cuisine. Please
come meet your local elected officials
and network with community residents
and neighbors! The Chamber will an-
nounce this year's business person of the
year, and the Town Council will have a
succinct power point presentation on
key Town activities. Please mark your
calendars and plan to join us!

MORAGA GARDEN CLUB
MEETING - Nov. 20, 2008, Holy Trin-
ity Cultural Center, 1700 School St.,
Moraga. SAXON HOLT, Acclaimed
Photographer, will present "Images of
the Garden." For membership call Pat at
925-4675.

Montelindo Garden Club Meeting
and Speaker Series, Friday, Nov 21st.

Orinda Community Church, #10 Irwin
Way, Orinda, Meeting at 9:30 a.m.,
Speaker at 10:30. Speaker: Garth Ja-
cober, master gardener, plant care
teacher at Heather Farms, and owner of
Mt. Diablo Nursery in Lafayette, will
speak about perennials and pruning.
The free meeting  welcomes
guests.www.montelindogarden.com.

email : montelindogarden@aol.com

Volunteers Needed: Tax-Aide Coun-
selors, Computer Techies, and Greeters.
Help low to moderate-income tax-pay-
ers of all ages - focusing on those over
age 60. Provide free tax return prepara-
tion and electronic filing service. To
learn about the non-profit all-volunteer
program, attend a half-day orientation
meeting in Nov. 2008. (Orientation not
required to volunteer) Classes to be-
come IRS Certified Counselor in Janu-
ary 2009.. You will learn much more
about helping people through Tax-Aide
when you call LaVerne Gordon, District
Coordinator, at 925/335-8749 or
925/256-6807 or email
laverneg1@juno.com

Please submit events to:
calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Fish, Eat, Party
By Sophie Braccini
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At the table with guests of Jim Logsdon (left) and chef Eric (right)

he Quillback Rockfish pre-

pared with ginger and scal-
lions that chef Eric brought to the
tables of Hsiang's Restaurant on
Monday evening were still swim-
ming in the Pacific Ocean on Sun-
day morning. They found their way
to the Orinda kitchen with the help
of the rods of Orinda resident Jim
Logsdon and his friends. They were
partaking in a tradition of good sport
and great eating that has been going
on for ten years.

The two large round ta-
bles at Hsiang's were covered with
many more creative and tasty
dishes: Minced fish in lettuce cup,
Braised Lingcod steaks in a hot,
spicy sauce, Braised Cabezone

steaks in a sweet and hot sauce,
Olive Rockfish and Blue Rockfish
fillets fried in the Salt and Pepper
style with Jalapeno peppers, and Hot
and Spicy Szechwan style fish stew
with Chinese lip-numbing pepper
corns. The chef added white and
brown rice, and a variety of veg-
etable dishes.

“Eric and I made our arrange-
ment about ten years ago when he
first opened the restaurant and Judy
and I had just started seeing each
other,” says Jim Logsdon, “He has
cooked many memorable meals for
us over the years. In fact, we
thought so much of his skill that
Judy and I reserved the same two ta-
bles for our Rehearsal Dinner prior

Photo Sophie Braccini
to our marriage in 2000. We just
told Eric to pull out all the stops and
create a fabulous meal for twenty
four people. It was one of the best
meals I have ever eaten.” Some of
the dishes that Eric prepared that
night are on his menu, sometimes in
a “chicken version.” Others are cre-
ated for the occasion, depending on
the catch.

As diners ate to one’s fill, sto-
ries of the Sunday outing went
around the table. They left Orinda
before dawn on Sunday morning for
Emeryville where they had reserved
a boat with Emeryville Sportfishing
(www.emeryvillesportfishing.com).
The objective was the Farallon Is-
lands were fishing has rarely been

disappointing for them.

“I had a hard fight with a
seagull,” told Logsdon. Fishermen
use live anchovies as bait, so the
boat is surrounded by a group of
seagulls that try to get the baits be-
fore they reach the fishes. “I had
cast my line when that seagull dived
in pursuit of the anchovy. Suddenly
my line started coming back up at
great velocity and I reeled in as fast
as [ could. The bird emerged from
the ocean, flapping his wings vigor-
ously and screaming to the top of its
lungs, the hook was stuck in his
neck. I tried to grab the bird by the
neck, but they are incredibly fast and
their long neck is flexible in all di-
rections. It was like dealing with a
snake, only one with a long, hard
and very sharp beak. The bird
twisted his head around and snapped
my hand in his beak. One of the
deck-hands came to the rescue, but
the bird wouldn’t let go of my hand
and would contort himself so much
that the man couldn’t do anything,
Finally, I seized the bird with my
other hand just below the head, like
I did with snakes when I was a kid,
and the man could remove the hook.
We released the bird, but he was so
shocked that the captain’s dog got
him, we all rushed to shoo the dog
away and the seagull finally made
his escape.” What a story that bird
must have told his family that night!

Everyone came back safe and
sound, as they do every time and
with a nice catch. Only the men
went fishing that Sunday, but some-
times the wives join too. “I go out
and try to be a good sport when I’'m
pretty sure that the weather is going
to be nice,” says Judy Logsdon.

An Evening of Musical Story Telling

By Cathy Tyson

- Tl
Laura Zucker

Mother of three, attorney in a
past life, and award win-
ning  singer/songwriter Laura
Zucker will be appearing at Joe’s
of Lafayette on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1 at 7:30, for “Telling Our Sto-
ries,” an evening of musical story
telling in celebration of the release
of her new CD “A Step Ahead.”
Performing with Zucker will be
singer/songwriters Karen Mullally
and Chris Hanson. With a style that
has been compared to James Taylor
and Shawn Colvin, seeing Zucker
and friends perform might be the
just the thing for tired trick or
treaters.

The acoustic guitar player
and vocalist released her first CD,
“Left Foot Forward,” in August of
2006 to much critical acclaim. The
RI Muse describes Zucker’s music
as, “expertly crafted songs, accessi-
ble and compelling, performed with
a seasoned finesse and a vocal qual-
ity that is honest and direct.” She’s
the winner of West Coast Song-
writers, “Best Song of 2007” for “I
Can’t Let Go” and Best Song 2006
for “It was you.” Her song
“Memorial Day” was a finalist in
the Public Domain Foundation’s

Photo provided

“Music to Life” contest, resulting in
extensive airplay on XM radio.

“I'am so fortunate that I get to
write and perform. It’s very soul
satisfying, when so much of my
time is taken up with the everyday
tasks we all face: grocery shopping,
laundry and carpools. And to re-
ceive such overwhelmingly posi-
tive feedback is like the icing on the
cake,” said Zucker.

She was performing on the east

coast for much of the early
1980’s. “I took a break to attend law
school and practice law, but know-
ing I would need something to fall
back on, I kept my music skills
honed,” Zucker jokes. With chil-
dren at Happy Valley, Stanley and
Acalanes, she’s only able to devote
a fraction of her time to her own
music, the rest being taken up with
family, her part-time work as a
music teacher and guitar teacher for
teens and adults.

Go to www.laurazucker.com
for a listen. Her haunting song,
Memorial Day, references the
Lafayette crosses and urges that
we should never lose another
child to war. “People keep trying
to politicize that song, since it’s

about war, and the crosses. But
it’s really just a mother’s plea,
and I think, about something we
can all actually agree on.”

Joe’s of Lafayette, is lo-
cated at 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
on the west end of town. There
is no cover charge.

Viking
Paving

Lic. #783563

LAFAYETTE, CA

Moraga-gate?
... continued from page 1

Both Cheng and Chew are
members of the Chinese American
Political Association (CAPA). The
anonymous email claimed that
CAPA urges Moraga's Asian voters
(15% of the population) to "block
vote" for the candidate they choose.

Some members of Moraga’s
Asian community felt offended by
the comment. Eugene Tomine, a
Moraga resident of Japanese origin
who had seen the email, found it
distasteful. “T do not see why the
‘15% Asian Americans’ living in
Moraga had to be brought into
this,” he said. The soft-spoken at-
torney added that he didn’t appreci-
ate the racist tone of the text.
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“I had never experienced
racism toward Asians in Moraga
before this email,” said Susan Jun
Fish, a Korean-American mother
who has lived in Moraga for six
years, “I recognized the racist tone
of this negative campaign material
and hope that other people will rec-
ognize it as well and just erase it.”
Jun Fish continued, “We have
worked for decades to reduce
racism; that email sent us back to
the 60’s. Racism doesn’t belong in
Moraga or anywhere else, it breeds
paranoia and fear against other cul-
tures when we need to foster inte-
gration of the many different
traditions that make our country.”

Full Body Massage * Foot Reflexology

925-258-1888

Hours: 10 am to 9:30 pm
23 Orinda Way, Ste N - Orinda
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15% OFF
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Systems

FINEBEDDING & GIFLS

J apanese %ﬁ)le & comfort
Hours Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

Driveways
Retaining Walls
Pool Decks

Drainage & Patios

1

- Walkways

Call now for a

Free Estimate!

925-550-0525

EXCHANGES...

OMMON SPECIALISTS

Presidio E.;'__é:éhang?'Advisors, a branch office of Omni Brokerage, Inc
Lo

past five yflzrars, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031

urities o

rings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

1995 OMNII Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

| Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry,

bdsed on equity raised.

1.‘.-.1‘_ Clients have |nv¢;sted into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

|
|

‘\ ‘ <~ OMNI Bok

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. « Member FINRA/SiPC

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE,, STE 300
WALNUT CREEK,
CA 94597

(925) 407-4747
PRESIDIO

EXCHANGE ADVISORS

1031 Replacement Property Solutions

MARIA EBERLE

Respected and Trusted
Realtors that
Bridge the Gap

CALL US
TOLL FREE NOW'!

1-877-976-7766
# Prudential

Your Lamorinda to Rossmoor Connection
ONE STOP SHOPPING

Califoriia Aealey

NANCY GRANBERG

CINDY MADDUX

JIM OLSON
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Getting started ... =

i. ]ntroductorg Session ($29) |
Cl’n:ck—up ]nc]udcs (4omin) :

I:|exibi|it3, balance, stress level,
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computer technical support

DAHN ) YOGA

repairs * training * websites

brcathing , energy )qow, PostureJ
=

925-377-9642(YOGA)
www.dahnyoga.com
452 Center St. Moraga
(Next to T] Maxx)

N

Aura reacling, mini healing

. Brain Wave Vibration T rial
Class (Ih $ZO)

3, Go’co online and Sign-up

www.c]al'myoga.com

You may choose any of tl’rcm.
Ca” foran aPPointmcnt.

BRAIN
i
1]] ] *_J

Computer Consulting & Training

925.283.5666

NerddRent.com

3503 Mt Diablo Blvd, Suite 4
Lafayette, California 34549

* Consultation with a professional
Geriatric Care Manager
* High quality in-home assistance for older adults
* Personalized matching of client and companion
* Transportation for appointments, shopping and events
* Hourly, live-in, short-term and respite care available

Enrching Lile's Jounsey™

www.CompanionsCare.com www.ResCare.com

ALL FURLOVE PET CARE

# Daily Pet Visits while You're away
# Mid-Day Dog Walks
# Barb Pensky, Orinda owner

(925) 212-7422
One FREE Visit

with 3 day booking, new clients only

«/

[ www.AllFurLovePetCare.com ]

bonded &
insured

— Judy’s Nail Salon

ar Thank you Lamorinda for your Business!

L r6th Year Anniversary Special-:

,.-"'. | ( Manicure $8 )

( Pedicure $20 )

|
|
| ( Manicure & Pedicure $25 ) |
|
|

|
|( Full Set (acrylic) $20 ) Fill in $15

e
625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-0990 or 0991
Tues — Sat: 10am -7pm * Sun: 10am-6pm

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004

-f Monica Casale - Owner/Bookkeeper
,.5 / P

M OPTIMUM ACCOUNTING

Filed an extension?
Let us help organize your bookkeeping before filing!

Just need bookkeeping help?

Call us!
We’ve specialized in small business bookkeeping for over 16 years.

24 Marston Road # Orinda, CA 94563

Office: 415.370.4517 # Fax: 925.254.3178 # optimumaccounting@mac.com

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

7
rf|

e

A
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda, 254-3422
== 8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
\ 9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger
Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722 . www.oslc.net
Sunday mornings at OSLC:
Classic Worship, 8:15 am e
Education Hour, 9:30-10:20 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am

i Cdwit
8 Swrw i remline

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community
Sunday Services: 8and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.
Child care is available all year.

1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Church Services and Sunday School (up to age 20); 10 - 11 AM
Informal Testimony Meeting, Wed 7:30 - 8:30 PM

24 Orinda Way (mext to Orinda Library) Easy walk from Orinda BART

Learn about healing through prayer at
www.christianscienceorinda.org

If you would like your services listed, please email to
info@lamorindaweekly.com or call 925-377-0977.
A one inch listing will cost $20.

Election Outreach in Orinda
By Andrea A. Firth

Michele Olsen reads to a Glorietta kindergarten class as part of her

election outreach program

As Michele Olsen read to a
group of kindergarten stu-
dents in Ms. Johnson’s class at Glo-
rietta Elementary School, she was
there as both a mother (of her five-
year old son, Sam) and as the
Orinda City Clerk. Olsen launched
an election outreach program in the
Orinda Union School District
(OUSD) this year to help young
students make sense of the prolifer-
ation of brightly colored signs that
have appeared on lawns and road-
sides throughout their neighbor-
hoods during this historic election
season.

“It is important to demystify
the election process for the youth in
Orinda so they have a better under-
standing of current events and un-
derstand the importance of being an
informed citizen,” explains Olsen,
who has spoken to kindergarten,
2nd, 3rd ,and Sth grades classes at
Glorietta and Del Rey Schools as
part of her election outreach efforts.
“My motivation, in part, for organ-
izing this effort was following out
the City Council’s adopted goals of
providing Community Outreach to
its residents (both big and small)
and partnering with local agencies
like OUSD,” adds Olsen. “It is also
my duty as a Municipal Clerk to ed-
ucate as many people as possible on
the election process, most specifi-
cally the importance of voting.”

For the younger set, Olsen
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read the book Duck for President,
which tells the story of an ambi-
tious duck who wins his first elec-
tion against Farmer Brown to
become head of the farm. Duck
then works his way up to the Pres-
idency but finds that running a
country is very hard work. The
story concludes with Duck aban-
doning the political world and at
work on his biography. The playful
story introduced children to the vo-
cabulary of the voting process with
words like candidate, ballot, polling
place, and oath.

With the older students,
Olsen was able to delve even
deeper into the legislative process.
In some classes she held mock elec-
tions in which students voted by
both open and secret ballots. They
were able to see first-hand the po-
tential influence of peer pressure on
the voting process.

“The students were incredi-
bly informed about the election
process, specifically the presiden-
tial election,” says Olsen. “The
questions that they asked were rel-
evant and insightful and demon-
strated that they have been taught in
an unbiased manner,” she adds.
Olsen looks forward to continuing
and expanding the school election
outreach program in the years to
come to ensure the kindergarteners
0f 2008 are casting their votes in the
election of 2021.

Send Letters and Opinions to
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

A Message from the Moraga Orinda Fire District:
Please help us with our Strategic Plan

n 2005, The Moraga-Orinda

Fire District revised its Strate-
gic Plan, identifying progressive
changes and enhancements to our
operational process in order to be
able to better serve our cus-
tomers. We listened to the com-
munity, our employees, and other
local agencies to develop a se-
quence of goals, and a ‘task’ pat-
tern to achieve those goals. We
have recently completed our an-
nual review of the Plan, and have
noticed that the hard work of all
of our employees has paid off
handsomely. We have success-
fully completed nearly all of our
planned objectives — two full
years ahead of schedule.

We have decided to allow
our 2005 Plan to expire and cre-
ate a new vision for the future. In
order to create a comprehensive

Meetings:

new Strategic Plan that will best
serve the community, we again
would like to hear from you — our
valued neighbors and customers.
In order to allow the community
an opportunity to respond with
ease, we are going hi-tech. We
are going to utilize an internet
survey, as well as offer the ability
to provide additional on-line sug-
gestions and comments. The
URL is listed below, and the sur-
vey will be accessible October
18th through November 18th.
For those who would rather not
utilize the internet, the District
will host meetings with the Fire
Chief for comments and sugges-
tions. The dates and locations are
listed below.

To utilize the website:
http://ctmsurveys.com/html/mofd
08/mofd08.html

MOFD Administration Bldg — 1280 Moraga Way

November 17th

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Orinda City Offices — 22 Orinda Way

Sarge Littlehale Room
November 18th

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Local Authors Highlighted at
Lafayette Library’s Sweet Thursday

By Moya Stone

ocal Lafayette residents Linda

Peterson and Maria Hjelm
have been two of the hard working
ladies behind the Lafayette Li-
brary’s popular author reading se-
ries Sweet Thursday since its
inception six years ago. But the up-
coming Sweet Thursday event
scheduled for November 13, at
7:30 will honor Linda and Maria as
authors. Both women have con-
tributed their literary talents to re-
cently published anthologies.

Many readers will know
Linda from her mystery book, Ed-
ited to Death, featuring magazine
writer Maggie Fiori - the “arrogant
but likable” amateur detective.
Linda is just finishing up the sec-
ond in that series while helping to
promote “Writin’ on Empty: Par-
ents Reveal the Upside, Downside,
and Everything In Between when
Children Leave the Nest” for which
she wrote the opening essay, Naked
Parents in the Pool.

The book is a collection of
essays about the universal experi-
ence of children leaving home and
includes authors such as the San
Francisco  Chronicle’s C.W.
Nevius, the New York Times John
Leland, and Linda Weltner from the
Boston Globe. Edited by empty
nesters Joan Cehn, Risa Nye, and
Julie Renalds, Writin’ on Empty
started as a conversation among
women sharing feelings about
sending their children out into the
world. Soon the three women de-
cided there was an obvious niche to
fill. Linda, who also works full time
as a marketing executive, met Risa
in a writers group and became in-
volved in the project.

Linda’s only son is 30 now
and has a baby of his own, but
Linda says the day he left home for
good is as fresh for her as if it hap-
pened yesterday, “I missed the
noise, excitement, and chaos of
having a teenager around,” says
Linda. But she also concedes that
there are a few upsides as well.
“Fridge freedom,” she says. “We
no longer have to worry about
what’s in the fridge.” In her essay,
Linda approaches the topic with
humor sharing stories of her melt-
downs and tirades the first few
weeks after her son, Ben, left for

college, and then the surprising up-
side, like late night skinny-dips in
the family swimming pool.

Maria, who has a background
in book publishing and now works
in fundraising at UC Berkeley, be-
came involved with the book,
“Knowing Pains: Women on Love,
Sex and Work in Our 40s” through
a friend. This collection of essays
addresses another niche — the shift
women make into their 40s, having
achieved a certain level of success
and confidence, and how they deal
with issues such as aging parents,
death, divorce, motherhood, sex,
and more. Edited by local busi-
nesswoman Molly Tracy Rosen,
Knowing Pains came from Molly’s
desire, on her 40th birthday, to read
about other women in their 40s.
She went to the bookstore and
found nothing on the subject, thus
she decided to fill the gap herself.

In her essay, Just a Blip,
Maria shares her story of losing her
mother, who was diagnosed with
cancer on Maria’s 39th birthday
and died two months short of her
40th birthday. She says in her
essay: “So, here’s my quarrel, my
bone to pick, my beef with being 40
—it’s all too adult, and I prefer to
pretend that I'm still 28. You’d
think that having three kids, a mort-
gage, and a marriage that needs
constant tending would have turned
me into an adult, but it’s the learn-
ing to live without the protection of
my mother that has finally done it.”

Maria says she is struck by
this shared experience of turning
40. “There are so many different
ways to experience 40,” says
Maria, “I marvel at the strength of
women and how different we all
are and the many different ways to
experience the same thing.”

Joining Maria and Linda on
the November 13 Sweet Thursday
event will be Knowing Pains editor
Molly Rosen and contributor
Nancy Davis Kho, and Writin” on
Empty editor Risa Nye and con-
tributor Laura Shumaker. Copies of
both books will be available for
purchase, with proceeds going to
breast cancer education. For more
information contact the Lafayette
Library at 283-3872.

Lamorinda Prepares to Face Disaster

... continued from page 7

“The triage team identified
me as immediate and I was dis-
patched to the red tarp,” he said.
He was then directed to an ambu-
lance. Thomas was lucky there was
an ambulance, “If there is an inci-
dent of this magnitude here,” said
Moraga Chief of Police Mark Rup-
penthal, “roads might be closed and
evacuation impossible. You might
be looking at two weeks before any
public agency shows up.”

The importance of self-re-
liance was constantly reinforced.
“You might have only one or two
police officers on duty when some-
thing happens,” said Lieutenant
Robert Priebe, “and we are lucky
that some of the Public Works peo-
ple live close by.” Dan Bernie’s
Public Works team was there and
manifested their presence and effi-
ciency, interfacing with CERT vol-
unteers and flying from incident to

incident to bring help.

CERT’s Gordon Nathan, who
was instrumental in the preparation
of the drill, described the 3 objec-
tives of the training: “1- Organiza-
tion, 2- Communication, 3-
Interfacing with public agencies.”
During the debriefing that fol-
lowed, the volunteers were rated a
6 (out of 10): They did a good job,
but there was room for improve-
ment.

“I was very impressed by the
turn out and how people immedi-
ately got involved,” said a Lieu-
tenant from the Orinda Police
Department, “I saw a bit of temper
flaring and some uncertainty re-
garding specific skills, but on the
whole it was a good experience.”

The next CERT training will
start on February 5th 2009; go to
lamorindacert.org for more infor-
mation.
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Halloween Goes Hollywood in Moraga

By Andrea A. Firth

alloween goers will be treated
: to much more than a choco-
late bar or lollipop when they stop at
12 Linden Place in Moraga on Oc-
tober 31st. For the past ten years,
Michele Wilson and her brother
Greg have made Halloween a Hol-
lywood affair treating the kids who
visit to a five-minute skit based on a
popular movie. This year’s skit will
feature two scenes from the first
Stars Wars movie (Episode IV).

“People call this the Hal-
loween house,” says the Wilsons’
mom Lyn, whose driveway and
garage serve as the stage for the pro-

—

Members of the Star Wars cast who v;ill be performing at 12 Linden Place in Moraga on Halloween

duction. The outdoor “set” includes
Han Solo’s spaceship and the Mos
Eisley Cantina on the planet of
Tatooine.

Michele, who has acted and
sung on stage and the big screen,
serves as writer, actor, costume de-
signer, and director for the Hal-
loween show while brother Greg
contributes creatively and manages
the lighting and audio. Michele has
recruited a loyal group of family
members and friends to round out
the cast that includes Chewbacca—
Han Solo’s large and furry comrade,
Princess Leia and brother Luke Sky-
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walker, the villainous Darth Vader,
and the robot C-3PO. Even R2 D2
(a cleverly disguised shop-vac vac-
uum) makes an appearance.

“Kids get dropped off by the
vanload to come see the skit,” states
Lyn Wilson proudly. Previous Hal-
loween skits have included Michele
and friends dressed as witches and
hanging from brooms on the front
porch (scenes from the movie Hocus
Pocus) and outfitted as Dorothy and
friends traveling down the yellow
brick road (scenes from The Wizard
of 0Z).

We do have lots of fun doing
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the skit. It's a win-win for everyone,”
says Michele’s friend Judy Shumate
who will portray Princess Leia for
the evening. She encourages folks
out on Halloween to stop by and
enjoy the show. To see the Wilsons’
Halloween skit, stop by 12 Linden
Place (at the corner of Linden and
Corliss) in Moraga.
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Youth Commission’s Haunted House Rocks

By Cathy Tyson

nce again, the Lafayette Youth

Commission (LYC) has
worked long and hard to put to-
gether their annual Haunted House
fundraiser event. Just a few weeks
ago they still needed random body
parts, toe tags and surgical scrubs,
among other things, but it all came
together into the truly creepy expe-

rience that has become an institu-
tion. This year’s theme was Night-
mare.

Who knew that the Commu-
nity Center could be transformed
into the Morgue room, Circus room,
Psychedelic room and more. Not
only have Youth Commission mem-
bers created a performance “Night-

mare,” but these teens were savvy
enough to make the “House” only
semi-scary for kids under 7 during
early hours, and super scary for an
extra $2. for those eight and older
into the evening hours. Thereby
maximizing the fear factor and rev-
enue.

All of the ticket proceeds after
expenses benefit the youth of
Lafayette. Last year they made ap-
proximately $5,000. The LYC paid
for half of the cost of Stanley Inter-
mediate School’s new scoreboard,
and they’ve also contributed to the
Moraga Skate Park.

Just who are these kids who
donate their time? Brayton Noll is
President this year, Naomi Wasser-
man is Vice President, both are sen-
iors at Campolindo. About thirty
teens were asked at a recent meeting
why they belong, their answers
ranged from “Love Lafayette” to
“support the community” to “looks
good on college applications.” The
group chose the theme, and worked
on committees to design and set up
the rooms and spent hours working
on the event last weekend. What-
ever the reason, these students are
creating something from nothing
and in the process making the com-
munity more vibrant, and scary, at
least for a few days each year.

Freedom Writers’ Teacher to Speak at Saint Mary’s
By Andrea A. Firth

Erin Gruwell
n November 22nd, Erin

Gruwell, the teacher on
whom the movie Freedom Writers
is based will speak at Saint Mary’s
College (SMC) in Moraga as part of
the Distinguished Speakers Series.
‘We are very excited about Erin
coming,” states Dr. Kathy Perez

Photo provided

who is the Director
of Teaching Lead-
ership at SMC and
who has known
Ms. Gruwell for
several years. “She
is a very inspira-
tional speaker. She
puts the heart back
into teaching and
education,”  she
adds. Gruwell will
talk about her pas-
sion for teaching
and describe how
she transformed
high risk, strug-
gling students into
well read, college-
going young men
and women. For
those who have
seen the movie
Freedom Writers,
Perez has one caveat, “As good as
Hilary Swank is, Erin is better.”
Gruwell’s presentation is part
of SMC’s ongoing Distinguished
Speakers Series that is held on se-
lected Saturdays throughout the
school year (see sidebar). “The Sat-

urday Seminar series has been con-
ducted for 15 years,” states Perez.
Although traditionally structured for
beginning teachers and their men-
tors, this year’s Series includes
speakers that will appeal to a broad
audience notes Perez.

Each Seminar starts with a
continental breakfast, which is fol-
lowed by the keynote presentation.
Attendees then choose from a vari-
ety of topic-specific breakout ses-
sions in which to participate. The
morning ends with a buffet lunch.
The next seminar in January will
feature Mike Geisen, the National
Teacher of the Year. Geisen is an in-
novative middle school teacher who
uses music and technology to
humor and motivate students. Co-
median and author Michael
Pritchard will speak in February fol-
lowed by author Jo Gusman who
will discuss teaching English lan-
guage learners.

Further information on the
Distinguished Speakers Series can
be found at http://www.stmarys-
ca.edu/academics/schools/school-
of-education/ or by calling
(925) 631-4811.

SMC Distinguished Speakers Series
November 22" | Erin Gruwell Teacher, actress, author of Freedom Writers fame
January 24" Mike Geisen National Teacher of the Year
February 21 | Dr. Michael Pritchard | Save our Schools—Live Love, Laugh, Learn!
March 21° Jo Gusman Teaching English Learners

Seasons Interior Desin = =

|s this the Season for change? We combine creative
ideas with budget-friendly solutions to restyle
the rooms you live and work in.

Selling ahome? At Seasons Interior Design our goal is to
make your home “show” ready, for greatest first
impression to homebuyers.

Restyling: Paint Color Consultation: | can show you the
tricks to the perfect color in your room

call: Shannon Boehme at (925) 385-0293,
or email: shanbo78@gmail.com, P.O.Box 1835, Lafayette

H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.
( «MORTGAGE LOANS-+ )

Purchases < Refinances
Fixed Rate Reverse Mortgages (no cost)

253-5920

8 Camino Encinas Suite 210 * Orinda * hrsavage@pacbell.net

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

NEW CENTURY
- Kitchen @ Bath-

One source, One commitment
Specialists of stone & tile installation.
Custom natural & engineering stone countertops,
Cabinetry & High-End Fixtures.

Also servicing tear out & preparation.
Your expert source in customizing your
remodeling needs.

Showroom hours: Mon-Fri 8:00- 5:00, Sat 10:00-4:00
2500 Teagarden St. Suite B
San Leandro CA 94577
T:510-347-1818

www.nckb.com

All Upstairs Units af 5A

25% OFF on any size
For 4 months only! *

¥

Use our FREE Truck fo help you
move in!

* 25% Off on any size Upstairs unit, on new rentals only. Expires 11/30/08. Ask about details on “Free Truck” or rental truck rebate.

MORAGA

AABAK

RENTQYSPACE

B Thiage Mam= J 12 nilsag Fa Ll

925-631-7000
455 Moraga Road Suite F

www.5Aspace.com

Rheem
Shopping
Plaza

Rheem Blvd.

Moraga Rd.
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Lafayette’s Prudential Team
presents:
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$ 2,495,000
32 Sanford Lane

Located in Lafayette's premier new home commu-
nity of Hidden Oaks, this elegant single level home
has all the features that discriminating buyers are
looking for. With 3478 sq. ft. of living space, it has

4bdr, 3.5 bath, backyard pool &spaandisrichly ap-
pointed. Call Jim Colhoun at 925 962-6101

$1,650,000
108 Oak Road

Akitchen designed to delight any chef and
a yard for sophisticated entertaining, this
(astle Gate home has all the features
Orinda buyers are looking for.

A great opportunity. Call Lisa Hoctor at
925 698-5752 for more information

$ 1,095,000
1347 El Curtola Blvd.

Coming soon! Updated 5 bedroom 4 bath,
2,482 square foot home on .18 acres of
meticulously maintained lot. Top Lafayette
schools, dual pane windows & so much
more. www.1347EICurtolaBoulevard.com
CALL JAMES COLLINS 925-640-8818.

$1,750,000

3600 Powell Drive
Coveted Lafayette Woodlands Home! Amazing
4 Bdr, 3.5 Bath 3,513 s.f. home on .87 acres of
land with sport-court, level yard, and swim-
ming pool with hot tub and cabana! Great
property and near downtown! Call James
Collins or Jim Colhoun 925-640-8818.

$889,000
3256 Sugarberry Lane
Gorgeous Woodland's Rancher captures the
essence of Walnut Creek. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
completely remodeled. Granite counters, hard-
wood flooring, huge yard with pool, lush land-
scaping and lawn. No rear neighbors. Call Lisa
Hoctor at 925 698-5752 for more information.

$ 359,000
1613 Shirley Drive

Fabulously priced Pleasant Hill home near shops,
restaurants, transportation & schools has 3 bed,2
ba, dual pane windows, updated kitchen w/gran-
ite counters, expanded to include a family room,
separate cottage in the back yard for studio, office
or guests. Call Jan Maddock at 925 212-2882

www.lamorindaweekly.com

#
-

Prudential

California Realty

925-283-7000

Your Professional
Lamorinda Team
is located at:

999 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

Meet Camille de Campos
Realtor

Camille is a Seniors Real Estate
Specialist, and offers specialized
knowledge pertaining to real estate
matters that may be unique to buyers
and sellers over 50. That could be you,
family, or friends. In addition to
helping in the buying or selling process,
she offers advice and contacts for help
in the entire downsizing process, from
organizers and stagers to professionals
in law;, accounting, elder law; and other
relevant matters. She has a wealth of
knowledge about retirement living
choices, and is ready to assist in the
process of identifying those that meet
the requirements and approval of those
who want to relocate.

Camille is a long time and
enthusiastic member of the Lafayette
Garden Club and several Stanford
alumni  organizations, and a
contributor and supporter of the new
Lafayette Library and Learning Center.

£ 925-377-0977

LUCAS PAVING, INC.
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JV LUCAS PAVING

QUALITY « INTEGRITY « EXPERT WORKMANSHIP
THIRD GENERATION PAVING COMPANY

* Driveways

* Private Roads

* Tennis & Sports Courts

* Parking Lots
* Subdivisions
* Seal Coating

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL

925-283-8027

Rancho Laguna Project Stalled

Rancho Laguna Layout
presented at the meeting
Photo Sophie Braccini

A company representative
stated that $500,000 would be the
maximum contribution they were
prepared to make toward the re-
pairs. Jill Mercurio, Town Engi-
neer and Public Works Director,
evaluated the total cost of the
restoration at $2.7 million. The
Commission decided there were
not enough elements to approve a
statement of overriding considera-
tion.

The Commission could then
have approved the project with no

development on Rheem Boulevard
and only the construction of 21
homes on the southern plateau.
The developer stated that under that
circumstance Rancho Laguna
L.L.C. would not make any contti-
bution toward the repairs on Rheem
Boulevard, except to provide soil
from the excavations to consolidate
the road.

The Commission chose to
send the project back to the devel-
oper with instructions to reduce the
number of homes along Rheem to

... continued from page 3

six, on larger lots to be consistent
with the General Plan.

In the meantime, Moraga res-
idents will have voted for the land
use initiatives on the ballot. If
Measure J passes, or neither J nor
K passes, nothing will change for
Rancho Laguna L.L.C. On the
other hand, if K passes the land in
question will rezoned to MOSO
2008, which will require a lower
density; at 20 units per acre, the 180
acre property would accommodate
only 9 dwellings.

Real Estate’s Youngest High Flying Act

Maria

hink you know what charac-

terizes a 10-year old girl these
days? Thinking braces and braids,
the complete Jonas Brothers collec-
tion, Judy Blume books, and all the
candy in Powell’s?

Meet Lindsey Barrows, a
full-fledged 10-year old circus per-
former and real estate tycoon-to-be,
a not-so-typical young lady who al-
ternates acrobatics, contortions and
aerial leaps with touring homes for
sale in Orinda.

“When my mom asked me
what I wanted for my birthday, I
looked at the calendar - December
15 falls on a Sunday — and I shouted
‘Open Houses!””

Mom Cathie confirms it’s
true. “She loves to go to homes for
sale on Sundays. I drive her around
and I’ve actually gotten to like it
too!” Not only does she drive her
to open houses, but Cathie often
makes the round-trip 30 minute trek
from Orinda to Emeryville five
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days a week so daughter Lindsey
can train with the famed Bay Area
theater troupe Splash Circus. Their
theme? “Try Circus. ..it only seems
impossible.”

Like a lot of fifth graders at
Sleepy Hollow Elementary in
Orinda, Lindsey juggles an impos-
sibly busy schedule. But while
most kids play computer or video
games for hours, Lindsey’s likely to
be monitoring her favorite website,
ePlans.com, a high-tech haven for
home builders. With custom de-
signs, a variety of architectural
styles, and step-by-step planning
guides, it’s a gold mine for a bud-
ding builder in search of the perfect
floor plan.

Lindsey sat down with me
on a recent Sunday at my own
open house on Westwood Court to
talk about the business, and her
devotion to it:

“I want to be a residential ar-
chitect some day. I have mountains

MVCRemodeling.com

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

"RESIDING AND SERVING LAMORINDGA
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of floor plans at home.” It all
started several years ago when
Lindsey and her family, father Doug
Barrows, a project director with
McCarthy Building Company,
mom Cathie and 12 -year old sister
Shauna visited the Pope Estate in
South Lake Tahoe. Fascinated by
the floor plan posted at the front en-
trance to the historic site, Lindsey
was hooked. Since then she has
committed to learning every phase
of structural design from the plan-
ning stages to the finished product.
Discovering she has a flare for res-
idential architecture, she has been
honing her skills for three years.

Indulging her favorite pas-
time, Lindsey visits up to four or
five Orinda homes on any given
Sunday. She has met some of the
most successful and prominent
agents in the tightly knit real estate
community of Lamorinda. With a
confident air she strolls into a house
and if the opportunity presents it-
self, offers her completely biased
and remarkably astute gift for home
appraisal. In fact, she told one real
estate agent in a house she toured
last week that he would be lucky to
get half of his asking price!

“If the agent will talk to me, I
like to give them my guess at where
the house should be priced, and what
I 'think it will sell for. Ilook at square
footage, and at recent sales in a
neighborhood, but what I really look
at are the finishes.” The value is in
the details, she likes to think, and of-
fers this pearl of wisdom, “Hard-
wood is good.”

Exhibiting insight beyond her
years, she struggles with an environ-
mental dilemma: “I watch the Dis-
covery Channel and I learned that
some Brazilian cherry wood is got-
ten through stripping the forests of
Brazil. 1love granite, but it’s sad to
see the way they strip the mountains
with dynamite in China and Italy.”

The pragmatist in her knows
it’s not all glamour in the up and
down world of real estate. She’s
closely monitoring signs of the econ-
omy on her beloved Orinda. “The

real estate market has slowed down
because the economy is falling. 1
think electing a new president will
have a good effect on things.”
Lindsey’s favorite home? An
English Tudor style on the market
earlier this year. “It had great curb
appeal!” She thinks Orinda is a very
special place. If she didn’t someday
buy a home here, her next choice
would be in a mountain region for
the climate. “Of course my house

would have to be “green,” with solar
panels, a gas fireplace, and an out-
door kitchen with a breakfast bar
would be nice. Oh, and a house
should have at least as many bath-
rooms as it has bedrooms!”

What do Lindsey’s friends
think of her “open house” hobby?
“Only 30- or 40- or even 50-year
olds like to do that stuff!” chided a
close girlfriend. Undeterred, Lind-
sey says, “I keep all the business

cards of the agents I meet, and I re-
member every house ['ve ever
toured.” The next time you’re in an
open house, look for the little lady
with the engaging grin. It may seem
impossible, but you just might learn
a thing or two!

Maria Eberle is a Prudential
Realtor, and resides with her
husband Peter and four
children in Orinda.
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93 Moraga Way, Orinda
Lamorinda Home Sales continued

S ESTMPS B | LAFAYETTE Last reported: 7

. SOLD ‘¥ "».  LOWEST AMOUNT: $682,000

L e ir . HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,457,500
§#"| presented by & % MORAGA Last reported: 2

i '. o % LOWEST AMOUNT: $545,000

g =" HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,100,000
ORINDA Last reported: 3

LOWEST AMOUNT: $937,500

R ol HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,349,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information ~ weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county
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LAFAYETTE

778 Las Trampas Road, $830,000, 3 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1959 YrBIt, 9-30-08
1321 Martino Road, $1,256,000, 4 Bdrms, 2587 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 9-22-08
3464 Monroe Avenue, $775,000, 2 Bdrms, 1164 SqFt, 1941 YrBIt, 9-30-08
1510 Reliez Valley Road, $1,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2634 SqFt, 1977 Y1BIt, 9-23-08
3380 Ridge Road, $682,000, 4 Bdrms, 1237 SqFt, 1947 Y1BIt, 9-22-08

3207 Ronino Way, $1,457,500, 3 Bdrms, 2205 SqFt, 1983 YrBIt, 10-1-08

3167 Stanley Boulevard, $755,000, 3 Bdrms, 1434 SqFt, 1951 Y1BIt, 10-2-08

MORAGA

82 Miramonte Drive, $545,000, 2 Bdrms, 1798 SqFt, 1965 YrBlIt, 9-25-08
1330 Rimer Drive, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2297 SqFt, 1963 Y1BIt, 9-24-08

ORINDA

43 Canyon View Drive, $1,349,000, 3 Bdrms, 895 SqFt, 1971 Y1BIt, 9-25-08
231 Ivy Drive, $1,103,000, 4 Bdrms, 2170 SqFt, 1954 Y1BIt, 10-2-08
249 Overhill Road, $937,500, 4 Bdrms, 1712 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 9-25-08

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
v Baths ﬁ*
v Kitchens
¥ Room Additions

v Finish Carpentry

¥ Repairs - dry rot, water
and fire damage -

925.631.1055

Lic# 1593

B Exterior / Interior

B Exceptional prep. work
¥ Fully insured and bonded

CA Lic. 555600 m

_— |

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers © Pillows * Window Cushions
¢ Custom Upholstery ¢ Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ¢ Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.
3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

(925) 962-0579
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Intraware To Be Sold

Intraware Inc., an Orinda software services company, has agreed to sell itself to Acresso Software, a private
equity firm's subsidiary for $27 million. The company that provides online services to deliver and manage
software and digital files, was founded in the late 90s by Peter Jackson and Mark Hoffman. After a difficult
period in 2001, the company fought its way back to profitability under the direction of Jackson. "Intraware
has deep expertise in (software services), and an impressive list of partners and customers, including a num-
ber of shared customers," Mark Bishof, Acresso's president, said in prepared comments. The sale is expected
to close in December or January. Jackson said he believes the new owner will retain the majority of In-
traware's 60 employees. The future operation will likely have East Bay offices.

Mountain Mike’s of Lafayette Honors Veterans, 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

(next to Citibank) - 283-6363

Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Lafayette offers free lunch buffet to ALL active duty and retired members of the
United States Armed Forces on Tuesday, November 11th from 11 to 2 p.m. in honor of Veterans Day. “We
want to Honor all those who have served and all who are currently serving,” said Ben Mahoney, “and we will
be accepting donations for the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund as well.”

Mt. Diablo Business Women Networking Dinner

On November 13th from 5:45 —8:30 p.m. The group invites its members and interested parties to join their
networking dinner at the Lafayette Park Hotel, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. The November Speaker is
Susan Urquhart-Brown, author of “The Accidental Entrepreneur: Practical Wisdom for People Who Never
Expected to Work for Themselves.” Register early, no walk-ins.

$37 member, $44 guest. For info contact: www.mtdiablobusinesswomen.org.

A Message From Lafayette Police Chief Mike Hubbard:
On 10-22-08 a string of robberies occurred in Contra Costa County. There were three robberies in the
early afternoon in the Pleasant Hill and Walnut Creek areas. At 5:15 p.m. the 76 gas station on the cor-
ner of Mt. Diablo Blvd. and First Street was robbed. A black male, wearing a hoodie, entered the busi-
ness with a handgun and demanded money. The suspect fled on foot and was not found. Between 9:00
and 10:00 pm two more robberies occurred in Orinda. The first at Village Pizza and the second at Concina
Mexicana. In both instances a dark skinned male, wearing a hoodie entered the business with a handgun
and demanded money. The Orinda Police Department and the Lafayette Police Department are working
on these cases.
The most important thing to note is that no one was hurt. It is vital that the business owners and their em-
ployees know what to do in these situations. The most important rule of thumb is COOPERATE. There
is No Thing worth risking your life for. There is a reason so many medals for bravery and heroics are is-
sued posthumously.

Here are some other tips on Crime Prevention for your business:

1. Secure and / or anchor your safe to concrete.

2. Fully illuminate the exterior and parts of the interior of the building and grounds at night.

3. Consider motion detector lights and low voltage alternatives.

4. Locate check-out counters near the front of the store, clearly visible from the outside so that

employees can better watch all activities. Place all entrances under visual surveillance.
. Train your employees to be aware of suspicious persons and call the Police Dispatch immediately.
. Prevent easy access to the roof or fire escape from the ground by trimming trees adjacent to the
building. Secure windows, roof access, and fire escape ladders with locking covers.
7. If possible, install rear windows to face parking areas for increased visibility.
8. Do not cover up windows with display material.
9. Use interior shelving and displays no higher than five feet, even lower in the front of the window.
10. Design loading areas that avoid creating hiding places for people and merchandise.
11. Maintain clear visibility from the store to the street, sidewalk, parking areas and passing vehicles.
12. If you are considering purchasing an alarm system or digital video surveillance system, contact
several reputable companies and get a full assessment of your needs.
13. If you do purchase an alarm system, consider adding the following: Panic Buttons, Fire/Smoke
Detectors, Monitored System (contacts Law Enforcement in case of an Alarm)

AN

Check with your local Police Department for more tips on how to prepare your business.

Chambers of Commerce News:

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
* November Chamber Mixer at Queen Bee on Wed. Nov. 12th 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.; 261 Lafayette Circle.
* Entrepreneur’s Club, Thursday November 20th at 8:30 a.m. will take you on a road trip to
The Nut Factory, 3477 Golden Gate Way.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce
* Chamber monthly meeting Friday, November 21 at 8 a.m. (7:30 a.m. coffee)
at Fireside Room Hacienda.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce
* Breakfast Meeting on Thursday, November 13, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. at
Shelby's Restaurant, Theater Square. Continental Breakfast Cost $10.00
Speaker to be announced.
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Economic Crisis: How Are Our Banks Doing?

By Sophie Braccini

John Rossell CBC CEO
Picture courtesy of California Bank of Commerce

he local community of

smaller banks has been able
to avoid most of the mortgage loans
and swaps that have hurt their larger
counterparts. They run a simpler
business, know their clients well,
and lend back to them, in what is
more or less a closed system.

Recent earnings statements
are reassuring.

Mechanics Bank is a family
owned institution which, according
to D.D. Felton, Vice-Chairman of
the Board, “has spent 104 years
being very conservative.” The
great grand daughter of founder
E.M. Downer believes that this is
the reason why her bank is so well
positioned to face the tough times
ahead. Last week the Orinda resi-
dent visited the 33 offices of the
bank, located from Napa, to the
East Bay to San Francisco, with one
in each of our Lamorinda cities.
They all reported a rise in deposits,
and number of customers. Felton
attributes the growth to the partner-
ships that have been built over the
long term with their customers.
This knowledge has allowed the
bank to mitigate risk and as a result
enjoys a 5-Star rating with Bauer
Financial *

California Bank of Com-
merce cannot boast such a long his-
tory. It was founded a little more
than a year ago in Lafayette, but it is
just as pleased with the growth of
its business. Total Assets were up
by 20% over the end of the second
quarter, 2008. Total Loans grew
45% and Total Deposits grew 19%
over the same period.

“Margins continue to be
under pressure,” says John Rossell,
President and CEO of the Bank,
“the Federal Reserve is pushing
rates down and controlling the
prime rate, and so community
banks lend at prime, meaning that
our earning side is weakening.”
This affects banks all over the coun-
try and Rossell believes that Cali-
fornia Bank’s unique approach has
preserved them from the common
fate. “The bank is safe and still
growing, we live on Main Street not
on Wall Street,” adds Russell, who
is happy with the latest results es-
pecially the good growth for loans
and deposits. The Bank has no
problem serving the borrowing de-
mands of their customers, mostly
commercial and industrial compa-
nies who borrow from one to four
million dollars.

We find the same generally
positive situation at the Union Bank
of California. The bank, a sub-
sidiary of the Mitsubishi UF]J Fi-
nancial Group, with offices
concentrated in California and local
branches in Moraga and Orinda,
announced in its third quarter state-
ment a growth of total revenue from
$721 million this quarter, up 13 per-
cent compared with third quarter
2007 and a decrease of its net in-
come from $127.5 million a year
carlier to $104.8 million this quar-
ter.

At Union’s Moraga branch,
Dimitry Bokman, the Branch Man-
ager, reports good results. The bank
has not been involved in risky mort-
gage operations and they strive to
be local partners. “We cater to the
needs of individuals and businesses
on a one on one basis,” says Bok-
man, “we actually pick-up the
phone when people call us.” A sig-

nificant percentage of his business
customers are professional services
which do not seem to be experienc-
ing extreme difficulty at this time.
Bokman has not noticed any new
trends in the credit requirement of
his customers and the bank is able
to continue its philanthropic efforts:
They gave $2,500 for Moraga’s
summer concerts in the park and are
sponsoring “Kids’ Day” with the
police department on November
15th that aims to fingerprint all ele-
mentary school students. The bank
will give $1,000 to schools at which
at least 70% of the students partici-
pate.

The question is how the
banks’ situation will hold if the re-
cession persists and how they will
support their clients. “Our cus-
tomers have already been in a re-
cession for seven months,” says
Rossell, “but their financials are still
sound and we don’t have one delin-
quent loan.” The CEO wants to re-
main a participant in the economy,
whatever the downturn, “There is a
temptation to not process any more
loan,” he adds, “but our Board of
Directors doesn’t want that, we
want to bring in new deposits, and
we won'’t freeze borrowing.”

“We have been working side
by side with our clients in good and
bad times in the past,” adds Felton,
“we see the coming times as very
tough and we will stick with the
fundamentals that have made us
successful: pricing for risk, having
reserves, saving.”

*Bauer Financial compiles fi-
nancial data for U.S. banks and
thrifts from call report data as re-
ported to federal regulators. The
web site is
www.bauerfinancial.com, 5 Stars is
the highest rating.

Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe

455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556

925.376.2325 — 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe — Estate planning
Lisa . Radcliffe — Family Law, custody, support and visitation
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THERE'S A NEW NEIGHBOR

in your neighborhood.

Call or visit me today.

Mike Rosa Stote Farm Agent,

Sophie Braccini at
P I 1042 Country Club Dr Suite 2D ® Moraga

sophie@lamor-

t;" ‘|| license # OF45583 ® 925-376-2244  Mike@MikeRosa.org

.........

indaweekly.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

or call our office at
925-377-0977.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

po2606 11/04 State Farm Insurance Companies ® Home Offices: Bloomington, IL e statefarm.com’
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Lamorinda Home Loan Specialist

Lamorinda Resident since 1990

- Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors
- Lafayette Rotary Board of Directors
- Temple Isaiah Board of Directors - 10 years
« Orinda 4th of July Marching Band - 8 years

“This was the
smoothest Real Estate
transaction we have
ever had Stephen.

We are happy with

the results.”

John and Catherine
Lafayette, CA

© 284-1253

« Generation In Jazz Foundation Advisor
to Board of Directors

- Stanley Middle School Music Volunteer

- Lafayette Summer Music Jazz
Workshop Drum Technician

C-M-G

MORTGAGE SERVICES
1575 Treat Blvd., Ste 100 - Walnut Creek

Steve Snyder

Mortagage Consultant

CA Dept. of Real Estate Broker # 01370755
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Bargains
of the month

Find the right tools and supplies for your projects, plus expert, local advice.

ORINDA HARDWARE & RENTAL

56 Moraga Way, Orinda ¢ 925-254-5429
Just down from the Orinda Theater
Screen Repairs - 48 hr service

Sale ends 11/30/08
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START RIGHT. START HERES

© 2008 by True Value® Company, Chicago, IL 60631
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School Governing Board Meetings

Acalanes Union

High School District

Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 7:30 pm
- Special Session

Wednesday, Nov. 5

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

SCHOOL CALENDAR

Lafayette School District
LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette
Monday, Nov. 17 at 7:00 pm

Orinda Union School District
OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda
Monday, Nov. 3 at 4:00 pm

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
Monday, Nov. 18 at 7:30pm

Sorenson Leads OUSD Board in Difficult Economic Times

By Andrea A. Firth

l l aving recently stepped into the
president’s shoes on the

Orinda Union School District
(OUSD) Governing Board, Riki
Sorenson knows the District will
face some difficult challenges over
the next year. Sorenson feels that the
three biggest issues that the Board
will deal with are the state budget
crisis, the Pine Grove property proj-
ect, and the proposed parcel tax.

“We have already trimmed
everything that we can within the
District’s budget,” states Sorenson,
who anticipates that the District will
have to deal with midyear cuts to
State education funding.

The demolition at the Pine
Grove development, which requires
moving the District offices and
maintenance facility by the end of

December, is one of the most press-
ing issues that Sorenson has to man-
age. “This is the most controversial
issue that [ have dealt with since
being on the Board,” says Sorenson,
who has worked on this issue for
four of the past six years she has
served on the Board.

The Pine Grove development
will require the District administra-
tors to be relocated over the next
eighteen months until a new District
office is constructed at the site. The
more challenging element of the re-
location process is that maintenance
operation, which has been sharing
space with the City, must also be
moved to a completely new site.

After previous locations at the
Wagner Ranch and DeLaveaga
properties fell through as relocation

'

Rosewasod

FINE ASTAN
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{925) B27-9588 CONCORD
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greeting cards ¢ stationery
custom printing invitations

3645-C Mt. Diablo Boulevard
Lafayette, CA

925.283.2391

Moraga
925-376-4602

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS

1030 Country Club Drive .

options, the District hired a consult-
ant to rethink the maintenance oper-
ation and its facility needs. Sorenson
explains that the Board is evaluating
a proposal to downsize the physical
space needs of the maintenance fa-
cility and to switch to a more mobile
operation with a small administra-
tive center and well-equipped
trucks. The place for this new vision
of a maintenance operation remains
the challenge.

“We have to be able to main-
tain our schools. They need a place to
work,” explains Sorenson. She re-
cently attended a meeting of teachers,
parents, and Ivy Drive residents to
discuss the plan for using a blacktop
at Orinda Intermediate School (OIS)
as a temporary site for the mainte-
nance crew and their belongings. The
OIS site had been identified, in part,
because the location already has util-
ities in place from portables that had
been housed there during the OIS
modernization project.

Along with noise and safety
concerns, a major objection of the
Ivy Drive residents to the proposed

7 925-377-0977
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Lamorinda Moms Club -
to Hold 11th Annual Preschool Fair | Drgechool Foir

By Jean Follmer

he Lamorinda Moms Club

(LMC) will hold its 11th
Annual Preschool Fair on No-
vember 13 from 6:30 to 9:00
pm at the Oakwood Athletic
Club. In arecent press release,
LMC said it has organized the
annual preschool fair designed
to help local parents find the
perfect preschool for their child.
The event is open to LMC
members as well as the general
community.” Over 30 Lamor-
inda preschools will be avail-
able to discuss their programs
and answer questions. The
event is free and children are
welcome. The event is a great
timesaving tool for parents.
LMC will provide a comparison
of each of the participating
preschools in addition to offer
the chance to meet the director
and parents from each school.
“I think it’s a great opportunity
for parents. They get a chance
to speak with all of us at the dif-
ferent preschools and learn our
philosophies,” said Joyful Be-
ginnings Preschool Director
Dot Feist. Feist said the Pre-
school Fair has helped her
school gain greater exposure

and increase the enrollment.

“In one evening you can
see more than 35 preschools.
This year we’ve been getting in-
quiries from preschool in other
communities (outside Lamor-
inda),” said Preschool Fair co-
chair Larisa Genin. Dr. Genin
said the LMC Preschool Fair has
a very good word-of-mouth rep-
utation and that explains the par-
ticipation requests from other
communities.

In conjunction with the an-
nual LMC Preschool Fair, the
Community Outreach Committee
will gather donations for the Bay
Area Crisis Nursery (BACN).
The purpose of the Bay Area Cri-
sis Nursery is to prevent abuse
and neglect of children by pro-
viding support to families who
are in crisis. The primary service
is providing a warm, loving,
homelike environment for chil-
dren birth through five years of
age by offering 24-hour residen-
tial care. Services are free, con-
fidential and voluntary. “They’re
always looking for donations.
Some specific donation requests
are Enfamil Lipil w/ iron formula
and winter clothes. They only ac-

cept new clothes after November
15 during the holiday season.
They also need tooth brushes,
toothpaste, basic toiletry needs
and cash for office supplies,” said
Amy McDonough, LMC Pre-
school Fair Community Outreach
Chair. The BACN web address is
www.bacn.jkmas.com.

The LMC is a social and
support club for parents with
children under five years of age
in the greater Lamorinda area, in-
cluding the cities of Lafayette,
Moraga and Orinda.

LMC strives to help mem-
bers enrich their lives through
cultivating new friendships, per-
sonal and professional growth,
and community involvement.
Since its origin in 1995, the LMC
has evolved to become one of the
largest parenting organizations in
the San Francisco Bay Area, with
approximately 570 members. The
club hosts dozens of activities
and special events each month,
and provides valuable resources
to parents in the Lamorinda area.
Learn more about the Lamorinda
Moms Club including how to join
at www.lamorindamomsclub.org
or by calling (925) 941-4714.

placement at OIS is the potential for
increased traffic which is already a
significant problem and sore subject
in the neighborhood. Sorenson ac-
knowledges the neighbors concerns
but feels that the seven-man mainte-
nance crew will not add a significant
amount of traffic. “We have talked
about having the maintenance work-
ers arrive early, by 6:45, to get their
working orders and move on to the
schools to avoid heavier traffic
times,” she explains.

Sorenson’s third big agenda
item is the proposed parcel tax to
help further fund the OUSD. Soren-
son and fellow Board member Pam
West are part of a subcommittee that
is working on the parcel tax initia-
tive. “It will be interesting to see
how measures across the State fare
in this environment,” notes Soren-
son. She believes that the Board is
in consensus that a parcel tax should
be placed on the ballot in 2009, but
when and how much must still be
determined.

mention this ad to
receive $40 off any
dental trefment

= Comfortable, Convenient
Family and
Cosmetic Dentistry

= Certified in Full Mouth
Reconstruction
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Inspiring Creativity

Enriching Lives

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 8TH GRADE

5th Grade educational trip
Marin Headlands, 2008

RSVP at www.saklan.org, or call at 925-376-7900

925.376.7900 | www.saklan.org | 1678 School Street | Moraga, CA 94556

MIDDLE SCHOOL TOUR
November 7th, 8:30am - 10:00am

Learn what makes Saklan's Middle School
Program Unique - Small Environment, Strong
Academics, and Opportunities for Leadership
and Positive Social Interaction

KINDERGARTEN TOUR
November 14th, 8:30am - 10:00am
Discover Saklan's balanced approach to

educating the whole child.

OPEN HOUSE
November 9, 2008, 2-4pm
Parents and students are both welcome to attend.

Admissions Contact: admissions@saklan.org

Red Ribbon Week Reminds Kids to Make Healthy Choices

By Jean Follmer

1st Grade Class Lafayette Elementary School with teacher Tina Skuce

(Are you doing the right
thing at the right time
with the right people?” asks
Springhill Red Ribbon Week
Coordinator Karen Elliott.
Springhill’s Red Ribbon Week
theme this year is “Do the Right
Thing.”

Springhill kicked off Red
Ribbon Week with a highly at-
tended assembly featuring Ralph
the Great of “The Pro-Kids
Show.” “In his entertaining
show, which included magic, il-
lusions, comedy, student partic-
ipation and a very funny puppet
named Rosco, Ralph the Great
taught the children some very
important lessons. These mes-
sages included: cooperation,
honesty takes courage, doing the
right thing when nobody is look-
ing proves you have excellent
character, and respect your
teachers,” said Elliott.

While Springhill always
kicks off Red Ribbon Week with
an assembly, this was the first
year with Ralph the Great. El-
liott said she’s received the best
feedback to date as a result of
“The Pro-Kids Show”. Elliott
has been the Red Ribbon Week
chair at Springhill for five years
and said she received the best as-
sembly feedback to date after
Ralph the Great. “I really feel
passionate about this,” said El-
liott. Each of the Lafayette
schools has a different approach
to Red Ribbon Week and Elliott
would like to see a more coop-
erative approach in the future.
“I would love to see the other
schools use my assembly guy,”
said Elliott. In some other dis-
tricts, the assembly is offered on
different days at different
schools and culminates in a
larger presentation for the entire
community to attend at the local
high school.

Springhill is piloting a pro-
gram for the district called Char-

acter Counts. The program is
based on six pillars: Trustwor-
thy, Respect, Responsibility,
Fairness, Caring and Citizen-
ship. The pillars are part of daily
conversation in and out of the
classroom and each pillar is as-
signed a color. Springhill de-
cided to incorporate the
Character Counts colors into
Red Ribbon Week this year.
One day was blue and yellow for
“Trustworthy” and “Character”
and another was orange for
“Fairness”. Red stood for “Car-
ing” in addition to Red Ribbon
Week and Green and Purple
stood for “Responsibility” and
“Citizenship”.  The students
were engaged in a scavenger
hunt, poster making and a
“Wheel of Fortune” game show
hosted by Principal Bruce Wod-
hams.

Lafayette Elementary’s
Red Ribbon Week activities
were coordinated by Kathy
Dexter. The Lafayette Ele-
mentary theme is “Healthy
Choices for Healthy Futures.
“We really focused on making
healthy choices now. It could
be eating correctly, turning off
the television and video games
in your home, having family
time, reading or playing with
your friends. We’re reminding
the kids with red ribbons,” said
Dexter. Lafayette started Red
Ribbon Week by tying red rib-
bons around the school and
handing out red pencils and red
bracelets to use and wear
throughout the week. Students
were encourage to bike or
walk to school or engage in
some type of exercise-related
activity during the week. Stu-
dents throughout the school
made posters and parent vol-
unteers hung them. On Friday,
the students wore red to
school. “The general feedback
is positive. It reminds families

Photo provided
about healthy choices,” said
Dexter.

Happy Valley Elementary
also participated in Red Ribbon
Week last week. They also en-
courage students to bike or walk
to school and to wear red.
Happy Valley also asked their
families to have a “Family
Night”. Danette Wieczynski
said they wanted the families to
talk about things that were both
healthy and unhealthy. The chil-
dren were asked to write a
pledge at home about what
healthy choices they will put
into practice. “At Happy Valley,
we seek to incorporate the
themes of Red Ribbon Week
into our current goals of helping
our children make Healthy
Choices for Healthy Futures.
This begins at home,” said
Wieczynski. Daily prizes in-
cluded passes to Jamba Juice
and Family Fun Packs from
Blockbuster.

Burton Valley Elementary
is holding their Red Ribbon
Week this week. Burton Valley
Secretary Marsha Dahl said all
the students wore red on Mon-
day and were given a Healthy
Choices worksheet to take home
and complete with their families.
“Our big thing is Wednesday
we’re doing a walk-a-thon
where all of the students partici-
pate for 30 minutes,” said Dahl.
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Acalanes High School ¢ Bentley School ¢ Burton Valley « Camino
Pablo Campolindo ¢ Contra Costa Jewish Day School ¢ Del Rey
Donald L. Rheem ¢ Glorietta * Happy Valley ¢ Joaquin Moraga
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Lafayette Elementary * Los Perales * Miramonte ¢ Orinda Academy
Orinda Intermediate ¢ Saklan Valley School ¢ Sleepy Hollow
Springhill « Stanley Middle ¢ St. Perpetua School « Wagner Ranch

“Hospital” Treatment Helps Middle Students Succeed

By Trina Audley
—

"Binder "physician" Sue Tenerowicz reviews binder with Joaquin Moraga 8th grade student Gaby

he adjustment to middle

school poses organizational
challenges.  Running between
classes and keeping track of multi-
ple assignments from different
teachers can overwhelm 11 to 13
year olds.

“Adolescent brains are usu-
ally not developmentally able to
meet the stringent organizational de-
mands placed on them,” confirms
Beth Samuelson, founder of SOS
Student Services in Walnut Creek.
Samuelson regularly speaks about
student organization and agrees that
“whatever a child’s academic abil-
ity, his or her organizational skills
dictate achievement.” While most
middle schools teach organizational
skills in the classroom, one local
school is doing more.

Bruce Burns, Principal of
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
(IM), says with first hand proof, “An
organized student is a more success-
ful student.” Last spring, Burns
came upon a novel idea in another
district that was working to improve
student organization. Intrigued by
the concept, he quickly found a par-
ent volunteer to institute “The Binder
Hospital” at M.

Parent Julie Ewert launched
the program with the help of school
counselor Heidi Felt. The impact
was quickly made obvious. “We
started seeing students in April and
in less than two months, we had
measured success,” reports Felt. By
June, teachers reported improved
homework and test scores for the
students who had been “treated”
with the Binder Management Sys-
tem (BMS) at the hospital.

Although excited by the re-
sults, Ewert points out that resources
are limited. Hospital staff consists
of only three trained volunteers. Ap-
pointments take place during lunch
and funding comes through dona-
tions. Whereas all students are eli-
gible, appointments are prioritized
for students with the most need first.
“Students are identified and referred
to the hospital by a teacher,” says
Ewert.

The teacher referral slip pro-
vides the hospital with classroom
observations.  Parent volunteer
“physicians” then perform an “in-
take evaluation” with the student at
the first appointment to pinpoint
needs. At maybe another visit,
backpacks and binders are culled
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carefully for unnecessary clutter.
Sometimes a new binder or planner
is provided to the student. Finally,
new system instruction and practice
ensue. “We schedule follow-up ap-
pointments and offer rewards to
guide and ensure progress,” says
Ewert. “New habits are hard to get
under your belt.”

Teachers follow progress and
provide feedback as well. “That
makes it hard for a child to fall be-
tween the cracks,” comments Felt.
She likes the program for more than
just its associated academic success.
“Lack of organization can be a red
flag for other struggles,” says Felt.
“It is a proven fact that students re-
spond when they know that they are
cared for by two adults and fol-
lowed-up with two or more times.”

It is likely many students
could benefit from guided reorgani-
zation. Teachers at Joaquin Moraga
must agree. “The program is
booked out with referrals until Janu-
ary already,” added Felt. Given the
program’s success, Principal Burns
hopes that the Binder Management
System materials can become stan-
dard school supply requirements for
incoming 6th graders next fall.

Miramonte Gets MADD

ByJean Follmer

Orinda Detective Nate McCormack leads Joey Epperson (middle) and another student in
a mock field sobriety test at Miramonte

As part of Red Ribbon Week,
the Healthy Choices, Safety
First Club at Miramonte hosted the
Mothers Against Drunk Driving
Crash Trailer. The plexi-glass
trailer encased a completely de-
stroyed automobile that had been
involved in a drunk-driving acci-
dent in Santa Barbara. In that case,
a drunk 44-year-old man was flee-
ing police and hit a concrete barrier
at about 80-90 mph.

“It’s probably a good exam-
ple of what can happen. It’s a good
message that this can happen at any
age,” said Senior Heather Aars after
viewing the wrecked automobile.
“I’'m a parent volunteer and it’s my
3rd year to be working with
Healthy Choices Safety First. Stu-
dents want to do something every
couple of months around the topic
of drinking and driving because
they feel it’s become an issue for
their peers,” said Healthy Choices
Safety First Club Chair Marsha
Harris.

In addition to the trailer,
Orinda Detective Nate McCormack
was on hand to let students try on
Fatal Vision Goggles and attempt to

successfully pass a field sobriety
test. There were many different
pairs of day and night Fatal Vision
Goggles and the impairment levels
differed. The impaired vision
ranged from a Blood Alcohol Level
of .06 (which is below the legally
impaired level of .08) to 2.5 times
the legally impaired level.

McCormack asked the teens
to stand on one leg, keep their arms
at their side and raise the other leg
up about 6 inches while counting.
He also asked them to walk heel to
toe, turn and walk back. The teens
had a lot of fun trying to pass the
pseudo field sobriety tests, but it
was clear that none of them would
have passed. After trying on the
goggles and subjecting himself to
McCormack’s mock field sobriety
test, Senior Joey Epperson was im-
pressed. “I actually couldn’t do
anything he (McCormack) asked
me to do. It’s (drunk driving)
something that I would never con-
sider doing,” said Epperson. (This
reporter can attest to what Epper-
son said after completely losing my
balance when I tried on the daytime
vision .06 goggles.)

Photo Jean Follmer

McCormack said the depart-
ment has had some trouble with
teen DUI’s but “the Slow Down
Lamorinda  campaign  really
helped.” He explained the legal
level of intoxication for a minor is a
.01 BAC and the minor can be
charged with a DUI with a .05
BAC. “It’s one of the most dan-
gerous misdemeanors that people
can commit because people can re-
ally be affected and hurt by it,” said
McCormack.

In addition to not drinking
and driving, McCormack said it’s
important for teens to adhere to all
driving laws. When a teen first gets
his license, it is illegal for him to
carry underage passengers in the
vehicle. It’s also illegal for the
newly licensed teen to be driving
after 11:00 pm. Both of these laws
are “widely ignored” and McCor-
mack cautioned that offenders can
be cited with a loss of license for 30
days if they are caught. When
asked if the teens simply don’t
know the law, Detective McCor-
mack said “I think most of them
know it and choose to ignore it and
their parents just don’t enforce it.”

"U'm never too busy for Your referrals!”

Holly Henkel
J.Rockcliff Realtors
89 Davis Rd, Ste 100
Orinda

holly@hollyhenkel.com

925 253-7005(office); 360-2390(cell)

7 '_.f'|1.- el .l.'F

Pl Toms

ENTOURA G Eu

Day NIGHT

Spa, Salon & Café

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003

“Pumpkin Enzyme Facial”
Deep Pressure Scalp Mask
Your choice of Brow or Lip Wax &
Shampoo and Condition and
Blow Dry for your Hair

e -
. /. “ During your service enjoy
L Wine* and Cheese
Special $115

www.entouragespa.com

Music

“Fall Spa Specials”

“Bring a Friend”
Enjoy Two Luxury
Pumpkin Peel Pedicures
ffor the Price of One

During your service enjoy
Wine* and Cheese

Special $45

*or beverage of your choice

925-254-9721

L Essons

www.musicandart.org

Lernorince e

iy of Mt
aclarmy of Musie

anel Ark

Privateand group lessons
Piano, string insttuments, voice
Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

, 925-299-1240

lenses, an
Please see us

Why your whole
family should go
to UC Berkeley

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, good vision is a family affair.
From kTHE’%-tg_? months old to mature grandparents, we have

;e rything it takes for complete examinations,
‘a vast Eyewear Center for glasses and contact

front laser surgery.

S gOVIHNNY  Open to the Public 7 Days a week www.caleyecare.com

Free parking with appointments. 510.642.2020




Page: 16

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Acalanes High School ¢ Bentley School ¢ Burton Valley « Camino
Pablo Campolindo ¢ Contra Costa Jewish Day School ¢ Del Rey
Donald L. Rheem ¢ Glorietta + Happy Valley ¢ Joaquin Moraga

OIS Science Fair a Success

By Jean Follmer

'.||I

rinda Intermediate School

(OIS) recently held its much
anticipated tri-annual Science Fair.
The parking lot overflowed as well
over 1,000 people attended the 2008
OIS Science Fair. With over 30 in-
teractive science demonstration sta-
tions, there were plenty of activities
to choose from. The demonstration
stations offered chemistry, medical
science, life science, “fun” science
and astronomy. Some of the
demonstrations at the chemistry sta-
tions included chemical reactions
and explosions. Medical science
provided the chance to see real body
parts like eyeballs, dissected hearts
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and joint replacement techniques.
Life science stressed the importance
of creek preservation and “fun” sci-
ence made ice cream with liquid ni-
trogen. The astronomy section was
outside and provided telescopes for
star gazing and constellation identi-
fication. Some of the presenters
were from Chevron, Lawrence Liv-
ermore Laboratory, Clorox, Alta
Bates Medical Center, UC Berkeley,

Kaiser Permanente, Lawrence
Berkeley Laboratory and Mira-
monte High School.

The event was coordinated by
Glorietta Elementary parent Chris
Severson. Severson has four chil-

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Photo Chris Severson
dren: three at Glorietta and one in
preschool. Although his kids aren’t
at OIS yet, Severson became in-
volved because 2005 OIS Science
Fair coordinator, Andy Sorenson,
was looking for help. The OIS Sci-
ence Fair is a huge undertaking.
“We started having steering com-
mittee meetings in March. By the
beginning of August, we were a full
committee,” said Severson. “Our
focus group was middle school aged
kids and younger. Miramonte kids
were our helpers throughout the fair.
A lot of the scientists (at the fair)
have children in the district and/or

live locally,” said Severson.
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Sleepy Hollow Dedicates New Building to Liv Milan

By Jean Follmer
v s
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More than 100 Sleepy HoIIow parents and students gathered for it an-
nual “Scary Story Night,” made especially sweet by the official dedication
of the school’s parent-club funded new before-and-after school care

and enrichment center.

he determined efforts of

many Sleepy Hollow parents
and supporters paid off. Last week,
Sleepy Hollow honored Liv Milan,
the 20+ year Director of the Sleepy
Hollow Before and After School
Club (B/ASC) with the opening of
the new Liv Milan B/ASC Enrich-
ment Center.

“Students and parents alike
love Liv Milan and I think this ded-
ication is proof of that,” said
Milan’s  daughter, Kari-Anne
Milan. Over 100 Sleepy Hollow
students and parents gathered for
the event. The dedication of the
building to Liv Milan coincided
with Sleepy Hollow’s annual Scary

Photo provided

Story Night. “We’ve never done
story reading outside before. It was
really a great community building
event,” said Sleepy Hollow parent
Trish Cetrone.

OUSD Superintendent Dr.
Joe Jaconette read “The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow” and OUSD Board
of Education member Pam West
performed dramatic audience par-
ticipation readings of “Where the
Wild Things Are” and “Room on a
Broom” with Orinda’s past Mayor
and current City Council Member
Steve Glazer.

“Our campus is maxed out on
space...in order to provide educa-
tional enrichment programs like

daily Spanish language classes, we
needed additional classrooms. The
Liv Milan B/ASC Enrichment Cen-
ter has one dedicated homework
room for students and tutor sessions
plus two classrooms used for en-
richment classes and parent club
meetings. The building also pro-
vides dedicated restrooms and a
kitchen facility all dedicated to
childcare services,” said Cetrone.
Cetrone said there was a
“huge need for larger before and
after school care for students.” The
average daily attendance ranges
from 60 to 150 students. Due to the
state budget crisis, the Orinda
School District was not in a position
to contribute funds toward the proj-
ect. The total project cost was about
$420,000 and was paid for com-
pletely by the Parent Club and a
generous legacy donor. A portion
of the total project cost also in-
cluded updates to Sleepy Hollow’s
existing computer lab. Cetrone said
Glorietta Elementary recently com-
pleted a similar modular building
and “Wagner Ranch was ahead of
its time when it installed a similar
building approximately 7 years ago
for the same reasons.” Cetrone said
the event was so touching that the
Parent Club received another
$5,000 in funds — bringing its
Legacy Donation Fund (specifi-
cally for the building) to $75,000.

Saklan Valley School

Students Travel Outside of the Classroom
Submitted by Debbie Paris

Front Row: Jenny Faddis, Hanna Beckman, Grant Franklin, Jack Ginsburg, Jessica Wil
Haley Wilcox, Elise Filter, Stephanie Jump Back Row: Charlie Thimesch, Michael Lumley

ifth and eighth grade students

from Saklan Valley School had
the wonderful opportunity to expe-
rience learning outside of the class-
room this month. Experiential
education is a key characteristic of
Saklan’s academic program and
both grade levels were able to dis-
cover this firsthand.

Saklan’s eighth grade students
attended a weeklong environmental
education program at Caritas Creek
in Occidental, CA. In total, there
were over sixty five students from
three different schools in the Bay
Area. Program activities were in-
quiry-based, allowing students to
explore the natural world, build
community with others and develop
self-reflection and communication
skills.

Saklan students found them-
selves living and working with stu-
dents they had never met before
with the goal of empowering them-
selves to share their discoveries with
one another. Upon returning to cam-
pus, Saklan’s eighth graders re-
ported that they have a greater
understanding of their responsibili-

ties as peace-makers and as ecolog-
ical stewards.

Haley Wilcox, a Saklan stu-
dent for 9 years, said, “It was really
fun! We learned more about each
other in one week than we have in
our years together at Saklan. It was
fun to watch us all break out of our
shells and be open to new ideas. This
experience has definitely helped me,
especially in preparing me for high
school.”

Diane Faddis, a Saklan parent
for 11 years, said, “As a parent, this
was a wonderful opportunity for my
daughter. She had the opportunity to
work with a diverse group of kids,
make connections, and step outside
her comfort zone. With the transition
to high school approaching, I saw
this is as an amazing opportunity for
our kids to challenge themselves.
Saklan has always provided our stu-
dents with opportunities like this.”

The very same week, Saklan’s
fifth graders attended The MOSAIC
Project in Napa. MOSAIC is a non-
profit organization that unites fourth
and fifth graders from different
schools with markedly different so-
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cox, Abby Mueller, Gabe Binder,
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cioeconomic, racial, and ethnic
make-up. Students are given the op-
portunity to experience firsthand a
diverse setting in which all is wel-
comed and respected. MOSAIC ad-
dresses issues of difference, building
self-esteem and community, and
providing students with the essential
skills to thrive in an increasingly di-
verse society, empowering them to
strive for peace. Saklan students
were encouraged to appreciate each
individual’s contribution and the
value of community.

Two of Saklan’s fifth graders,
Lauren Quittman and Sarah Dey,
said the program taught them how
to change the world to make it a bet-
ter place. Lauren said, “They taught
us how to be assertive, not to be pas-
sive and not to be aggressive. They
also taught us to be empathetic.”
Sarah was excited to report that “we
learned how to communicate with
each other and to celebrate diversity.
I also met a lot of new kids. MO-
SAIC means Mutual respect for oth-
ers, Open mindedness, Self respect,
Attitude, Individuality and Commu-
nity. We definitely did all of that.”
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Orinda Academy

Parents, Students and Teachers
Working Together

Celebrating 26 Years 1982-2008

* College Preparatory
* Grades 7-12

* Average Class Size — 10 Students
* Supportive Learning Community
* Sports, Technology, Music and Art Programs
* Personalized College Counseling
* Educational Adventures Program

» UC and WASC Approved

Visit our community of students, parents, and
teachers to learn more about the many opportunities
and benefits of an Orinda Academy education.

Sunday, Nov. 2" |-4pm
Tuesday, Dec. 2" 7-9pm

All are welcome!

ORINDA ACADEMY ¢ 19 ALTARINDA ROAD * ORINDA, CA 94563
For information please call our Admissions Office:

925-254-7553, admission@orindaacademy.org
www.orindaacademy.org

Dear Dr. Harold,

How do I know the difference between normal
acting out and if my kid needs to see a therapist?
By Dr. Harold Jules Hoyle Ph.D.

hen our bodies are broken
or out of balance, it is often
quite clear when we need to go to
the doctor and when we do not.
When our behaviors, thoughts or
emotions are out of balance it can be
more difficult. If you have kids now,
you were raised in a time when ther-
apy had much more of a negative
stigma than it does for the current
generation. When Tiger Woods
needs a golf coach, it shows our so-
ciety opening up to the fact that we
could all use a little help. I am con-
sistently surprised at how many
young people will say, “Yeah, most
of my friends have gone to see
someone about something”, the re-
ality is therapists can be very helpful
for folks who are going through a
rough transition, so below I will pro-
vide you with some tips for know-
ing when to go and seek help.
Know your kids
One of the first questions a
mental health professional will ask
you is, “What brings you here and is
this a change for your child?”
Catching a change in behavior,
thoughts, emotions, sleep, eating or
interaction with friends is only pos-
sible if you know what your kid’s
behavior is like in those areas. I just
listed the first categories that will be
of interest to mental health profes-
sionals. When and if you go to a
professional, you will be asked
about these areas, For one kid, de-
ciding to skip a meal is not out of the
ordinary, for another it indicates that

something needs attention. Your
child needs balance. They need to
develop their intellect (school, ad-
venture), their body (exercise,
sports), their social life (family and
friends), and their spiritual life (your
religious tradition and the sense of
the beautiful and divine). These are
the proactive areas to work on with
your kids. The most common areas
of distress for kids are anxiety, de-
pression, anger, and developmental
issues.

Connect with the school,

and other adults who

interact with you child

You see your child primarily in one
of'the venues in life; their home life.
They spend a great deal of time at
school or your house of worship or
music lesson or with coaches, sib-
lings or friends. These are all re-
sources for you in collecting the data
that you need to make a decision. If
the child always has a headache
when sport is brought up, but in no
other area, then you probably have
some work to do in that one area. If
all of the areas in your child’s life are
seeing behavioral changes, you
should start looking into profes-
sional to work with your child or
adolescent.

Next steps when you

think it is time

Get an appointment with your
child’s pediatrician in order to an-
swer the first question we want an-
swered, “To what degree is there a
medical cause for what is going on.”

www.drharoldhoyle.com
Harold can be contacted by
phone or email: 510-219-8660
hjhoyle@mac.com

If there is a medical issue then any
type of talk therapy will not be the
whole solution. It could be part of
the solution, but not the whole.
Once you have taken care of that,
many health plans have some short
term therapy and can be helpful in
diagnosis and short term treatment.
Another option is private practition-
ers. Since children and adolescents
are not likely to get up in the morn-
ing and say, “Hey mom can I go to
therapy today?”, finding the right
therapist can be important. The ther-
apeutic relationship can be difficult
to predict. Spend some time mak-
ing sure that there is a good match
between your child and the therapist.
Then work closely with them to-
wards a solution. Good treatment
can work wonders.

2nd Annual Tim Truesdell MS Walk-a-thon Coming Up

By Jean Follmer

iramonte Seniors Alex Gom-

pertz and Hannah Wood will
sponsor the 2nd annual Tim Trues-
dell Multiple Sclerosis Walk-a-thon
on November 22. Through the
event, Gompertz and Wood seck to
raise funds to further research the
treatment of MS. Tim Truesdell is
Alex’s cousin and he is currently
suffering from Multiple Sclerosis.
Alex said the event will be held in
special memory of Tim’s late God-
father, Doug Gillespie. Gillespie
was an ardent supporter of the 1st
annual walk-a-thon.

Alex’s brother, Max Gom-
pertz, started the walk-a-thon for his
Eagle Scout Project two years ago.
Alex and Hannah are developing a
“Multiple  Sclerosis Walkathon
Manualto ensure that the walk-a-
thon continues in future years. The
manual will be given to both the Mi-
ramonte Leadership Class and Boy
Scout Troop 233. The 1st annual
walk-a-thon raised over $10,000 for
the National Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety. Alex and Hannah hope to
raise even more funds this year.

Alex and Hannah encourage

the community to participate in this
healthy activity while raising money
for a worthwhile cause. The walk-a-
thon is open to the public and first
aid and water stations will be set up
along the walking route. You can
join Alex and Hannah at the Moraga
Commons parking lot on November
22 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Do-
nations can be made to National
Multiple Sclerosis Society and either
dropped off at the walk or mailed to
Alex Gompertz, 14 Oak Drive,
Orinda, CA, 94563.
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Orinda
To the Editor:
As Orinda City Council member the past four years, Victoria Smith has provided
leadership and support to Orindans. In 2004, my husband Sarge and I recognized
her commitment to the betterment of our community in a caring and fiscally respon-
sible manner. I don't need to repeat her accomplishments -- if you are not already
aware of them, you can read about these elsewhere.
What I must stress is that we need the benefit of her ongoing efforts today, and so I
most heartily encourage you to join me in voting to return Victoria to the City Coun-
cil to continue those efforts.
Sue Littlehale
Orinda

Dear Editor,

Victoria Smith gets it! Her vision for Orinda is crystal clear- " safe roads ". She has
worked tirelessly to improve the city's roads by being on the Campaign Committee
for Measure Q and Co-Chair for Measure E to obtain funds to repave the city's failed
roads. The repavement of Moraga Way happened during her watch!

I've known Victoria and her husband, Wick, and her two sons, Will and Daniel, for
the last eleven years. I've known her as a leader in the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.
She has also been a leader in the Parent's Clubs in Sleepy Hollow,Wagner Ranch,
OIS and Miramonte. Whether it's as a parent, Planning Commissioner or City Coun-
cil member, Victoria understands the needs of our families and our community. We
need someone in the City Council who understands the needs of our community and
can find a consensus to tough problems. Victoria Smith's tenure as a City Council
Member has been about bringing diverse groups together to find workable solutions!
We have a long way to go to fix our roads and we need to trust people like Victoria
Smith to work with different groups and achieve a solution. You can trust Victoria.
Vote for Victoria Smith for City Council of Orinda !

Carlos Baltodano

Orinda

Smith and Glazer are Keepers for Orinda City Council

We have had the opportunity to see both Victoria Smith (Orinda mayor) and Steve
Glazer (Orinda City Council member and ex-mayor) in action, and we’d like to en-
courage our fellow Orinda residents to re-elect them for Orinda City Council.

After seeing the types of issues that they address, from city-wide projects and im-
provements to neighborhood planning issues, we realize that they have faced two
classic problems: balancing interests that are sometimes conflicting and doing so
much with so little. Both Victoria Smith and Steve Glazer have volunteered countless
amounts of time and expertise, have done an outstanding job of improving our city,
and have handled these tough problems with diplomacy, integrity, and ALWAY'S the
best interests of our special city, Orinda, in mind and at heart.

Please join us in voting to re-elect Victoria Smith and Steve Glazer for Orinda City
Council on November 4th!

Sincerely,

Allison and John Banisadr

Orinda

Dear Editor

Orinda residents, please join me in voting to reelect Mayor Victoria Smith to the
Orinda City Council.

I had the pleasure of working with Mayor Smith on the bond campaign to fund the re-
pair of roads, drains and water lines in Orinda. I was impressed by her leadership
which [ was able to observe over many weeks. She demonstrated her concern over the
issues raised by opponents to the bond issue and did everything possible to explain the
necessity and feasibility of the proposal and to address the concerns of the opponents.
Although the bond issue narrowly failed, with Victoria's leadership Moraga Way has
been restored, and a sound program for road improvements has been established with
citizen participation and oversight. Road improvements are a major part of her agenda.
Mayor Smith has demonstrated her desire to be more responsive to citizens, to make
city council business more transparent and to encourage citizen involvement in city
government.

Mayor Victoria Smith deserves our vote to reelect her to the City Council.

Jack D. Wickware

Orinda

Editors:

What kind of ad is the Follow The Money ?

Somebody paid for it? Let’s, as they suggest, FOLLOW THE MONEY.

[ am an independent, undecided voter at this time, and I read the letters to the editor
seeking information about the candidates. This kind of negative smear does not sit
well with me. Why are the accusers willing to pay for what appears to be character
assassination. In this country the law says we are entitled to know our accuser(s), to
comprehend what we are being accused of, and to defend ourselves. Anyone can
make any kind of claim, It may be true, or it may be totally without merit.

To publish what looks like an unsubstantiated smear is to slander the accused . If the
charges are true, document them .

And the Lamorinda Weekly should allow the accused opportunity to defend them-
selves.

Penny Kermit

Orinda

Dear Editor,

As you probably already know, Mayor Victoria Smith is up for re-election. As many
people have already stated, she has done an amazing job and I would also like to urge
you to vote for her in the upcoming election. It would bring great joy to me to see her
in office for another term.

Joe Loudon

Orinda

Halloween Comes Early to Moraga

Halloween is traditionally a time for children, enjoying treats or being the
target of tricks. But this year is different — it is Moraga’s adult resident vot-
ers who are the target of tricks—political tricks the likes of which Moraga
has never seen before.

Immense amounts of money have been spent by developer, Bruz-
zone Inc., trying to defeat Measure K through chaos, confusion and in-
timidation of the voter. This developer has spent an astonishing $500,000
so far—more than $100 per voting household. His campaign no longer
promotes his own Measure J, but now concentrates on attacking and dis-
torting the citizen-sponsored Measure K. You can see the results of these
huge expenditures in your postal and email mailboxes and on your TV
sets.

Bruzzone Inc.’s attack mailers are scarier than a haunted house, but
they are not truthful.

For example, the latest Bruzzone gem implying that the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District opposes Measure K has been unequivocally repudi-
ated by MOFD Fire Chief Pete Nowicki.

And if creating confusion and distorting the truth do not work and
Measure K passes, Bruzzone Inc. threatens to sue the Town. Does this
sound like someone protecting your interests - someone whose counsel,
advice and guidance you should follow?

Developers’ lawsuit threats are not new to Moraga. Northwood
Homes made the same threat twenty-two years ago when Moraga citizens
campaigned for the Town’s first open space protection measure, the Mor-
aga Open Space Ordinance (MOSO 1986). It is important to note here
that MOSO 1986—an ordinance now praised by Measure K’s oppo-
nents—was not a product of the Moraga Planning Process. It was an ini-
tiative, created by residents, placed on the ballot through the collection of
signatures, and approved by the voters.

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

To the Editor:

Steve Glazer is a candidate for the Orinda City Council in this November’s election.
In Mr. Glazer’s Candidate Statement in the Voter Information Pamphlet he lists his oc-
cupation as “Orinda City Council member.” Councilmembers receive no salary; so
how does Mr. Glazer support his family? The answer is that Mr. Glazer is a paid con-
sultant for developers. Why does Mr. Glazer try to hide this from the voters? Also,
why does Mr. Glazer not reveal his education as the other two candidates do?

On Mr. Glazer’s signs he states “Fresh Ideas and Proven Record.” One of the “fresh
ideas” seems to be the concealment of the fact that Mr. Glazer is a developer’s con-
sultant. Part of his “proven record” seems to be the concealment of his developer
connections. With such evasion can we trust Mr. Glazer in other matters?

Barbara Vaughn

Orinda

To the Editor:
Novel and fresh ideas are desperately needed on the Orinda City Council. Dr. Robert
(Bob) Larsen, now running for the city council, is Orinda's best hope for needed
change. For years, Orinda has been governed by a entrenched group of fiscally reck-
less city council members. Larsen has promised to end the rancid tax-and-spend at-
mosphere pervading Orinda.

Larsen would be a dramatic improvement over incumbent city council member Vic-
toria Smith, who is running for re-election.

Grotesque conflicts of interests permeate Smith's campaign. She has received cam-
paign contributions from companies which she is supposed to regulate.

According to Form 460, which can be obtained from Orinda's city government, Smith
has received significant campaign contributions from AWIN management and from
Waste Management, two companies in the rubbish-collection business.

Smith is a member of the Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority, the entity which
sets Orinda's garbage-collection fees. On March 1, the solid waste authority raised
Orinda's garbage-pickup fees by 14.7% (Contra Costa Times, Feb. 1). Smith sup-
ported the fee increase, an increase several times the annual rate of inflation.

Are Smith's campaign contributions a reward for her support of the higher fees? In-
stead of supporting the higher garbage fees, Smith should have opened Orinda's
garbage-collection system to honest, competitive bidding.

Smith cannot be trusted to govern wisely. Please vote for Larsen, not for Smith.
Larsen has not taken money from special interests.

Richard S. Colman
Orinda

Editor:

We enthusiastically support Dr. Bob Larsen for City Council for many reasons, not
the least of which is the fact that we have known him for twelve years. His intelligence
and integrity is above reproach. He is able to solve problems quickly and efficiently
while working with people of diverse backgrounds. He is an experienced business
owner and an accomplished medical doctor, honored with many professional achieve-
ments. Last but certainly not least, his ideas for improving our community are long
overdue.

Not only does Dr. Larsen support continued public school excellence and stepping up
the repaving of our horrific public roads, but he sees a critical opportunity to improve
our Orinda community tax base and retail experience. Have you ever asked yourself
why there are so many retail vacancies and such high business turnover here? Why
do businesses choose other small towns nearby to locate to? Ask any store owner.
They will tell you that Orinda is nearly impossible to deal with. We all end up pay-
ing a very high price since we have to personally fund more of our improvements or
not fund them at all.

Dr. Larsen advocates a healthy business environment not just for tax revenues but to
improve the services and environment for citizens. The City Council needs to offer
compelling incentives to attract and keep business here.

The downtown area of Orinda can be refurbished to look more inviting and more at-
tractive. Our city looks like the far flung assortment of storefronts that clearly lack a
guiding and planning hand. Residents rarely shop here and our kids have nothing to
keep them here. It’s a travesty.

The expectations of our elected officials must be much higher. With Dr. Bob Larsen
our community will have a stronger voice to carry out a progressive agenda.
Rosarie Hartmeyer, Ph.D. and Bailey Hartmeyer

Orinda

Editor:

The Current Orinda City Council allowed The Wilder (formerly Gateway) Develop-
ment to erect monstrous Power Towers on our beloved hills, destroying the “semi
rural” nature of our community, and formerly pristine views from both public prop-
erty (eg Orinda BART platform) and private property (many homes, including my
own). There was no communication to citizens about this possible change to our
Orinda landscape.

Clearly the incumbents do not abide by the definition of Transparency.

Thank goodness we have an option this year: Dr. Bob Larsen - The Alternative.
Sincerely,

Susan Winchester

Orinda

Dear Editor,

We support Victoria Smith for re-election to the Orinda City Council, and feel that we
are lucky to have a person of her stature willing to expend the energy and time to rep-
resent us. She is a positive force on the council, who researches the subjects before
the council and speaks for the well being of the total community. She is intelligent,
available to the citizens, and works realistically within our severe budgetary con-
straints. She has supported the bond measurses that sought to improve our roads,
drains, and water pipes for fire safety.

Please vote for Victoria Smith for Orinda City Council.

Pat and Bob Dunn

Orinda

Public Forum

After MOSO 1986 passed, the developer did sue, and the Town de-
fended that initiative in court and won. That lawsuit, and its judgment in
favor of the Town, has become a landmark case in land use law. Most
long-time Moragans feel that passing the MOSO Initiative in 1986 and
subsequently defending the will of the voters in court was the right thing
to do.

If Measure K fails, the Town will be forced to process the major
subdivisions planned for Bollinger Canyon, Indian Valley and Rheem
Ridge. Is the Town protected from lawsuits then? Absolutely not!

As evidenced by the Palos Colorados project, contentious develop-
ments spawn lawsuits of their own, and legal challenges would likely be
filed against each of these new subdivision projects individually. Moraga
was sued twice over Palos Colorados, by both the developer and by
Lafayette, and had to pay its own legal expenses. And Orinda and
Lafayette have made clear that they stand ready to challenge any devel-
opment project generating significant additional traffic from Moraga.

Just how strong is the legal basis for a challenge to Measure K? The
Town Attorney examined the eight most important legal issues regarding
the initiative. On every issue, the Town Attorney’s analysis (in the “9212
Report”) showed the significant difficulty such a challenge would face.
This Town Attorney has served Moraga for over 20 years, successfully
defended MOSO 1986 on behalf of the voters of Moraga, and is recog-
nized as one of the most experienced and respected land use attorneys in
the Bay Area.

But if you don’t trust the Town Attorney, consider the fact that
Alameda County voters passed an open space measure very much like
Measure K in 2000, which was upheld all the way to the California
Supreme Court where it became a statewide precedent. Four years later,
Hercules voters passed a similar measure which was also upheld. Fre-
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Dear Editor:

I'support Steve Glazer for City Council because he is open to new ideas and has cre-
ated many opportunities for citizens to get involved and share their thoughts where
it will make a difference. Steve has been a driving force behind the creation of citi-
zen task forces such as the Citizen’s Infrastructure Oversight Commission, the Rev-
enue Enhancement Task Force and the Planning Process Review Task Force. These
committees are comprised of citizen volunteers who are sharing their expertise and
ideas on ways to make Orinda a better City. In the Planning Process Review Task
Force, innovative ideas are being surfaced that could streamline home owner im-
provement project approvals and revitalize our commercial districts. These ideas
are being surfaced so the citizens of Orinda can have a real choice in how their City
is run. I applaud Steve for working so hard to make Orinda a better place to live and
I find it ironic that he is be criticized by some for a “lack of transparency” when he
has done so much to foster citizen participation in Orinda government.

Rick Booth

22 Year Resident & Orinda Planning Commissioner

Dear Editor:

We want to add our voice to our many neighbors who are supporting Steve Glazer for
re-election to the Orinda City Council.

Steve has been an incredible addition to the council. He is accessible, open minded
and a good listener. He is a constructive problem solver, as well as a forceful advo-
cate for open government and transparency. His energy and focus have been on ba-
sics of city government: public safety, road repairs, planning matters and fiscal
accountability.

We also appreciate that he stepped in and helped make the Safeway remodel happen.
We are disappointed to see Bob Larsen’s smear campaign against Mr. Glazer. How-
ever, we remain confident that our Orinda neighbors will look at the issues, recognize
the hollowness of Mr. Larsen’s charges, and join us in supporting our energetic and
sensible Councilmember Steve Glazer.

Carol and Steve Whittaker

Orinda

Moraga

Dear Editor:

Those of us who treasure the small town tranquility of Moraga are deeply disturbed
by the nasty political attacks against Karen Mendonca’s candidacy for Moraga Town
Council. Some of these attacks have turned particularly virulent, as a group of covert
activists have played what many see as the “the race card” against Karen’s candidacy.
Deception, misrepresentation, and offensive innuendo have no place in civil discourse.
Here’s the situation and what we need to do about it:

1. Unlike other candidates, Karen Mendonca’s road side posters have repeatedly been
vandalized or stolen from public right of ways and private property where permission
has been granted by the owner. This malicious behavior occurs in the dead of night
and requires a continuous effort on the part of the Mendonca campaign to replace
and repair signs. This is especially problematic because Karen is the only candidate
that has not been allowed by the Bruzzones to post signs on their land, so the area in
which she can post signs is quite restricted in comparison to her competitors.

2. Unlike other candidates, Karen Mendonca has been the target of false emails about
her candidacy, with misrepresentations regarding campaign contributions, expenses
and relationships. These misrepresentations are a disservice to our community and an
insult to our intelligence. Reports of campaign expenses, as well as the amount and
source of campaign contributions, are matters of public record.

3. Finally, and most egregious, is the recent surfacing of what many see as hate mail
from a group calling itself “Moragans for Government Integrity”. At its website and
in emails, it has concocted a subtly racist attack on the local Asian community, because
some members of that community support Karen’s views and endorse her campaign.
Building a common vision for Moraga and future generations requires a commitment
to civility, mutual respect, truth and thoughtful analysis. No matter who you vote for
in the coming election, we must realize that we cannot build a future based on in-
tegrity and trust if we foul the community with fear and loathing.

Barbara Ochota

Moraga

Dear Editor,

Though time has taken its toll on the political signs around town, I found it interest-
ing to observe two weeks ago that of all the signage lining Moraga Way upon enter-
ing Moraga, the only signs not standing proudly were the three urging Yes on
Proposition 8. Their remnants lay in the grass and roadside rocks, torn and pulled
from their support rods. A random act of vandalism? If so, why only these signs, and
why on both sides of the street?

Whether you favor or oppose a candidate or proposition, denying the opposing group
the equal opportunity to advertise its position is a characteristic of a fascist state (i.e.,
if you don’t support my views you have no say!) Not allowing the democratic process
to work its way does nothing to gain support for those who want equality under the
law. Let the evidence at the end of the election day indicate the true community sup-
port of your candidate or position, giving all voices a chance to be heard.

Rick Dinkle

Moraga

Dear Editor,

On October 13, the Moraga Room at the Soda Center at St. Mary’s College, was full
of attentive, interested voters, gathered for the Initiative Forum that was sponsored by
Moraga Citizens Network. As sponsors, we want to thank the College for making this
room available for a very important town event. As coordinator of the Forum, I ex-
perienced excellent cooperation and professional support from every college em-
ployee and student with whom I worked. This was truly a piece of our dream where
the town and the college came together to collaborate. I hope we citizens will con-
tinue to be alert to finding other ways for mutual town and college exchanges, sup-
port, cooperation.

Thank you, St. Mary’s College, for giving Moraga residents a large enough space for
everyone to sit down to learn about the land use initiatives.

Ellen Beans

President, Moraga Citizens Network

Letters continued on page 18-19

JOINIT

mont and Livermore voters passed their own similar open space initia-
tives which were never challenged—those developers figured out that to
do so would be a waste of money.

The bottom line is that Measure K has a strong and tested legal foun-
dation. If Measure K must be defended, the Town will be defending the
right of its residents to establish land use regulations under state and fed-
eral law.

Measure K will protect the quality of life in Moraga. It's easy to take
for granted, but we should all ask ourselves just what contributes to that
quality of life and what first attracted us to Moraga?

Surely, the semi-rural character and stunning beauty of our sur-
roundings enhances our lives with a feeling of peace as we rush through
our busy days. Are developments with huge estate houses lining the ridge-
lines and covering the hillsides consistent with your concept of semi-rural?

We are all familiar with the traffic problems in and out of Moraga,
especially the torturous commute traffic. Is there any way our lives won't
be impacted by the several thousand additional vehicle trips generated
daily by the proposed developments?

And what about the value of our homes, probably the single most
important component of our quality of life? As everyone knows, home
value is a function of desirability of location. How will the desirability of
Moraga - the quality of life it offers - be impacted by building in scenic
view areas and on ridgelines, and by adding yet more traffic?

This Halloween, don’t fall for the developer’s tricks. Protect your
quality of life and property values, and vote Yes on Measure K.

Frank Comprelli
Moraga
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Dear Editor,

YES ON K KEEPS MORAGA’S OPEN SPACE.

Moraga voters have a choice this November concerning their prized open spaces. Res-
idents who value the hills and ridgelines surrounding the town, appreciate the semi-rural
setting, and don’t want to see new sub-divisions clogging up the scenery (not to men-
tion the roadways) should vote yes on Measure K.

Opponents of Measure K, including the “no-no” crowd, want us to believe that every-
thing is fine and the existing “process” is working. But the process is only as good as
the underlying laws governing it, and those laws are too weak at present to prevent the
big developments coming Moraga’s way.

Palos Colorados is an illustration: after over 15 years of public hearings, untold hours
of staff time, and two lawsuits against the Town, the end result will be a 123-lot subdi-
vision--that Moragans didn’t want in the first place--to begin construction next spring.
Is that what the "no-no" faction means by the “process” working?

Now the Town is about to approve a new subdivision along Rheem Boulevard—again
after years of public opposition—because there’s nothing on the books to stop it.
Bollinger Canyon (not covered by any of Moraga’s existing open space guidelines) and
Indian Valley (currently allowed up to 200 houses) will be next.

‘What the no-no people don’t realize is that the status quo is the problem, not the solution.
Measure K will fill in the missing safeguards to protect these areas and their ridgelines
from big development.

The ‘no-no’ people also say to vote ‘no’ in response to developers’ litigation threats.
Thank goodness Moraga voters didn’t listen when they said the same thing in 1986 about
MOSO, the first open space initiative. If they had, there would be houses all over Mul-
holland Ridge and Campolindo Ridge today: those projects were stopped only thanks to
the voters. Moraga shouldn’t forfeit its open space because of developer bullying.
Asresponsible citizens, we need to step up and adopt laws to protect Moraga for the peo-
ple and wildlife who live here today, and for Moraga’s future generations. Please vote
yes on Measure K.

Leslie J. Swartz

Moraga

Dear Editor,

I ' would like to ask all Moragans to vote for Janice Kolbe. As a member of Moraga CC
I have worked closely with Janice for the past 5 years & she is a dynamic leader, team
player, & has the ability to prioritize what needs to be done & then gets it done. The fi-
nancial status of MCC is the best it has ever been & it has a comfortable reserve! Vote
for Janice Kolbe she’s just what the doctor ordered!

Wesly T Spewak

Moraga

To the Editor:

Opponents of Moraga's Measure K—namely, the "Yes on J" and the "No on J and K"
groups—have resorted to incredible distortions and outright lies intended to scare vot-
ers into rejecting a very sensible and rational approach to preserving the character of
our town. Measure K is simple: It limits the amount of development that will be allowed
in three areas of Moraga: Bollinger Canyon, along Rheem Boulevard, and Indian Val-
ley. Instead of roughly 350 houses in those areas, only 50 will be permitted. That's it!
repeat: That's it!

Yet, opponents of this straightforward measure have conjured up the insidious influence
of Berkeley radicals to incite a kind of fear and prejudice in our community. Absolutely
nothing in the measure pertains to low-income granny flats, high density condos, or mo-
bile homes. The spectre of an endless string of future lawsuits is a sham. Let us hope that
informed Moragans won't be misled or swayed by falsehoods and innuendos. Let them
proudly cast their votes for Measure K.

Sincerely,

George Ehrenhaft

Moraga

Editor:

I would like to report the fact that my McCain/Palin 2008 poster was taken from my
porch today (10/21) between 2:30 and 3:30 p.m. [ am not happy with the fact that num-
ber one it is a total invasion of one's privacy, number two who ever it is took something
off of MY porch that belongs to me. What a sad world we live in! Who ever you are,
the police have been contacted. They will be on the lookout for anyone "stealing" signs
of any kind from anywhere! I noticed while driving on Saint Mary's road yesterday,

2 925-377-0977
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there was a McCain/Palin sign in one particular spot and was replaced with
Obama/Biden.....Come on people.....Everyone is entitled to vote how they want! That's
what makes this county so great! So beware! Inow have cameras out and I will know
who you are....and the police will be "on it"!

Sincerely,

Janet Bellotti-Kelley

Moraga

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Dear Editor,

I am appalled by the Bruzzones' nauseating smear campaign against Measure K. We
Moragans know where we live and know that this is not Berkeley. We are not stupid and
do not like the lies and false information the Bruzzone campaign is putting out about
Measure K. The Bruzzones OWN the land that they threaten will be developed with
low income housing. THEY and not Measure K will determine what is done with that
land. They are behaving like a small child threatening the residents of Moraga with low-
income housing if they do not get their way. It's time to grow up, because the people of
Moraga can see thru these veiled threats. The majority of the residents of Moraga sup-
port open space protection and can accomplish it once and for all by passing Measure
K. Any other alternative would guarantee long and costly lawsuits.

Peter Bennett

Moraga resident 40 years and I know where I live

Editor:
More evidence that Moraga needs Measure K

If Moraga residents are not convinced of the need for the passage of Measure K,
then the October 20 Moraga Planning Commission meeting should convince them
otherwise. At this meeting, the Planning Commission directed Planning staff to
prepare the necessary resolutions for the approval of the Rancho Laguna project
with 21 ridgetop homes.

Moraga residents have consistently shown that they support ridgeline protection. This

is reflected in the passage of MOSO 1986 and the 2002 General Plan revisions.
Throughout the hearings on the Rancho Laguna Project, the majority of speakers have
voiced their opposition to the ridgeline homes. But MOSO 1986 protects only certain
ridgelines and only part of the Rancho Laguna ridge. Where MOSO 1986 applies to
this site no homes are proposed on the ridgeline. Immediately on the other side of this
line the ridgeline homes would begin. The contrast could not be starker.
In conversations with Moraga residents many have told me they thought MOSO 1986
covered the entire town. They also thought that adequate protections for ridgelines have
been built into the General Plan. The recent Planning Commission action clearly demon-
strates this is not the case. Ridgeline protection language in the General Plan has been
interpreted by the Commission to be advisory and open to judgment. Ridgelines not pro-
tected by MOSO 1986 will only be protected when their preservation is not subject to
interpretation. Measure K will do this. It will permanently protect these ridgeline areas.
Please vote yes on Measure K to protect the qualities that make our Town such an at-
tractive place to live.

Sincerely.

Malcolm. Sproul
Moraga

Dear Editor,

One of the main arguments against Measure K is that it is hasty and extreme, and that
we should allow the Town's long-successful deliberative process to manage future de-
velopments. The argument states that in this way, we can avoid costly lawsuits by un-
happy developers. Unfortunately, those who put forth this argument have forgotten
recent Moraga history. When the Town's "deliberative process" permitted excessive de-
velopment at Palos Colorados, we voted in 3 new Town Council members who prom-
ised to stop it, and stop it they did. The developer then sued because the Town had
reneged on its previous agreements. The Town lost, and re-approved the plan. Unfortu-
nately for Moraga, that agreement impinged on the City of Lafyette's ridge views and
Lafayette also sued the Town. So much for avoiding lawsuits!

The deliberative process on its own is subject to the viewpoints of the members of the
Planning Commission and Town Council. With Palos Colorados we swung from
strongly pro-development government to a backlash-induced, strongly anti-develop-
ment government. Both were wrong in their approach. Such transient situations should
not be the guiding force when working with developments that will be with us forever.
As the saying goes, "good fences make good neighbors." The ONLY way to prevent law-
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suits in the long term is to have clear guidelines on what development may occur on our
hills. Measure K does this- by CONTROLLING, NOT ELIMINATING, development
in designated areas so that we, our children, and future residents will enjoy nearly the
same beautiful views that we have now.

If Measure K loses on November 4, nothing changes in current law and we are almost
guaranteed future lawsuits, or threats of lawsuits, over every project which we try to
stop or significantly alter. If it takes one fight now to avoid many in the future, so be it.
As property owners in Moraga, we have the right to protect what drew us here in the first
place. Don't give up your future rights because someone wants to threaten our Town's
finances with a frivolous lawsuit. Please vote YES on Measure K.

Mike Bernhardt

Moraga

Editor:

There is a Third Choice — A Better Choice Vote NO on J and K

If you like Moraga the way it is, Vote NO on J and K.

People on both sides of the J and K battle say they like Moraga as it is, a great
place to live. I agree.

What is lost in the dispute is that J and K — both sponsored by special interests -- mean
irreversible change into uncharted territory. Consequences won'’t be known for years.
Things we like about Moraga result from a planning process that works, has limited
growth, has retained the special character of our community. Why would we want to
throw it all out?

Smart people with good intentions on both sides disagree sharply about the impact of J
and K. The result of their pre-election disputes will certainly be very expensive post-
election lawsuits we don’t want and cannot afford.

As you vote, remember that there is a better and a safer choice for Moraga. Vote NO
onJand K.

Bob Reynolds

Moraga

Editor:

I believe most Moraga residents want to preserve open space and keep traffic from get-
ting worse, so | hope they aren’t fooled by the Bruzzones’ onslaught of deceptions about
Measure K.

I hope they keep in mind that the Bruzzones own hundreds of acres both in Moraga’s
open hills and in the downtown. I hope they keep in mind that until Measure K came
along, it was the Bruzzones who were pressing the Town Council to allow over 700
units next to the Moraga Shopping Center.

It’s truly incredible that now the Bruzzones would turn around and pin their own
outlandish downtown development plans on Measure K in an effort to scare and
confuse voters.

The fact is that if Moragans don’t want more traffic they should adopt Measure K. Major
subdivisions are being planned for Rheem Ridge, Bollinger Canyon, and Indian Valley
totaling 350 houses and bringing several thousand additional car trips per day. These are
beautiful open space areas and rangelands that are not appropriate for over-sized subdi-
visions in the first place. Follow the money--More homes benefit the developers.

The Town of Moraga’s study says Measure K will cut the 350 additional houses down
to about 50 and prevent 3,000 car trips per day. Measure K benefits Moraga residents
by curbing the desires of developers to do whatever they want.

Please join us in voting YES on K to prevent more traffic and save open space.

Dave and Kandy Petersen

Editor:

The voters of Moraga will be asked to decide between two competing ballot initiatives,
the ramifications of which are still poorly understood by all too many voters.

Measure K originated, and was funded by, a group of overwhelmingly non-Moraga res-
idents who wanted to increase “open space” beyond the extensive amount already ex-
isting. K will rewrite our current laws and restrict our options. K would exchange
single-family housing, in areas that can’t be seen, for high-density housing contained
within our downtown. It would also impose burdensome new land-use restrictions on
many unsuspecting Moraga homeowners, which will limit what they can do with their
property.

The current General Plan (GP) and other open space Measure J, would like to preserve
the character of the Town. There are 20,000 acres of open space; agricultural and pub-
lic lands in and around Moraga and there is little difference in the amount of open space

Re-elect
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Community Service:

¢ Lafayette City Council: Mayor 2007, 2003; Councilmember 1999 to present

e Lafayette Planning Commission,: Chair 1998; Commissioner 1993-1999

o Lafayette Senior Housing Task Force: Member 2006 to present

e Lafayette rep.: Central CC County Solid Waste Authority and League of CA Cities
Moraga Road Transportation Advisory Committee: Chair 2001-2004

League of Women Voters: State President, 1987-1989; LWVDV President 1983-1985

Education and Professional Experience:

¢ ]D: Hastings College of the Law * Secondary Teaching Credential: UC Berkeley * BA: Stanford University
¢ Alameda County Civil Court Appointed Attorneys Panel: Advisory Committee

Chair 2008, Member 1995 to present (Juvenile Dependency Law)

Legal Assistance for Seniors: Volunteer, consultant, staff attorney, 1993-2007

Carol’s Priorities:

public roads a top priority.

parks, walkways, and trails.

* Fiscal Soundness: Support long-range planning, strong fiscal management and retention of healthy
reserve; continue to seek state, federal, and other grants where feasible; maximize use of our
Redevelopment Agency’s limited tax increment funds.

* Infrastructure Support: Continue to make road maintenance, repair, and reconstruction of

* Strong Retail Core: Continue to support a vital, prosperous, and attractive downtown that is pedestrian
friendly and attractive to shoppers. Continue attempts to develop additional public parking in the downtown.

* Hillsides, Ridgelines, Parks, Walkways, and Trails: Protect the beauty of our hillsides and ridgelines
through land-use policies and regulations. Support continued improvement and expansion of Lafayette’s
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Harry and Jean Tajima
Stephanie Teichman

Jim and Allison Todhunter
Cliff Tong and Nancy Lee
Will Tissue

Bonnie Wakeman

Eleanor Ward

Liz Welch

Jesse Wellen

Tom White

Dale and Terry Wilkerson
Avon and George Wilson

Ken Yzurdiaga
Pete Zolintakis and Renee Breber
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offered by either measure. Current laws PROHIBIT homes on major ridgelines and se-
verely restrict development on slopes. Taking the small remaining land we’ve reserved
for single family housing will have permanent and profound consequences for Mor-
aga’s character, short and long-term financial situation, ultimate quality of life, and even
municipal survival.

Measure K will force all current and future affordable housing into our downtown. Our
current mandate of high-density affordable housing is very-low (84), low (64), and mod-
erate-income (97) units. These unsubsidized 245-units are today’s requirement AND
Moraga has told the state that they will rezone 20 acres in our center to 24 units per acre,
for affordable housing.

Moraga is projected to go into a deficit next year and worse yet we are exceeding $80
million in deferred infrastructure costs. Exchanging expensive single-family homes for
these affordable units, which do not pay impact fees, and are taxed at the subsidized
market rate, will strain the town’s ability to provide necessary services. Additionally, it
has been estimated that the town of Moraga will lose more than $400,000 in future rev-
enues each year if Measure K passes. The other losses to our schools, police, and fire
departments are likely to total in the millions. We can’t afford this.

Vote NO on K and YES on J. www.moragasfuture.com.

Mark Solomon

Moraga

Dear Moragans,

Please join me and the Moraga Citizens Network Steering Committee in offering a heart-
felt thank you to the Lamorinda Weekly for co-sponsoring our recent and very success-
ful candidates' night and land initiative forum. Together we have worked to promote an
informed Moraga citizenry. Approximately three hundred Moragans attended each
event. In addition to providing advertising of the events, the Weekly videotaped in seg-
ments each event in its entirety so that people who were not able to attend can view the
meetings by accessing www.lamorindaweekly.com or moragacitizensnetwork.org.
Again, thank you Andy and Wendy Scheck, and the Lamorinda Weekly for your gen-
erosity and dedication to our community.

Yours gratefully,

Janet Forman

Lafayette

To the Editor:

I'have had the privilege to serve alongside three Lafayette Councilmembers running for

reelection in 2008 -Mike Anderson, Carl Anduri, and Carol Federighi. I do not always

agree with each of them on every issue, but I always know these things:

* They each bring years of professional experience and volunteer service to the City.

* They each express their positions and arguments articulately and, when necessary,
passionately.

* They each consider the views of others. They listen carefully to our citizens,
our staff, and each other.

* They each seek positive consensus or compromise that will enable Lafayette
to move forward.

* None of them allow ideological intransigence to stand in the way of decisions
that serve the interests of Lafayette.

* They each put in the hard word it sometimes takes to work out an effective
solution to a difficult issue.

The result is a record of efficient management of City resources and accomplishment of

City goals: conservative fiscal management, protection of hillsides and ridgelines, care-

ful development of the downtown, and continuing efforts to repair and maintain our

roads. Lafayette has been well served by these talented and experienced public servants,

and I encourage you to return them to office.

Sincerely,

Brandt Andersson

Dear Editor,

The Lafayette City Council uses taxpayer funds to publish Lafayette Vistas, a newslet-
ter used to influence public opinion. This month’s Vistas is aimed at influencing the re-
sults of the upcoming election. It is a one-sided propaganda piece that uses facts
selectively and specifically rebuts many of the criticisms that Gabriel Froymovich, their
only challenger, has raised.

Public funds should not be spent for political propaganda, but the article printed on the
back page upset me even more. The article, entitled “Ten Ways to Destroy Your Town,”
is a condescending screed chastising Lafayette’s residents for being too troublesome.
The number one way to destroy Lafayette, according to the article? “Complain about
local government officials.”

I cannot believe someone felt that a good use for our tax dollars would be to print an ar-
ticle telling us to pipe down. This is wildly offensive, un-democratic and a poor way to
spend our money when there are roads that need to be fixed.

[ urge any of Lafayette’s residents who would rather not pay to be told to quiet down to
vote for only one candidate for Lafayette City Council: the only challenger, Gabriel
Froymovich.

Sincerely,

Gordon Mattonen

Lafayette

Dear Editor,

My late husband and I moved to Lafayette sixty years ago and he practiced medicine
here for over 35 years. There were no stop lights, plenty of pear and walnut orchards,
wonderful neighbors that have remained life long friends and excellent local schools at-
tended by all of our five children.

I have never written a letter to the editor in support of a local candidate, but am doing
so today in support of Carl Anduri’s re-election to the Lafayette City Council. Carl is well
educated with the right kind of experience that allows him to properly oversee City fi-
nances with fiscal integrity. He also supports maintaining Lafayette’s semi-rural at-
mosphere as do I. There have been letters to the editor calling on Lafayette residents to
vote for only one candidate for the Lafayette City Council. That seems to be rather ‘un-
democratic’. I am voting for Carl along with the other two incumbents so Lafayette
will continue to be ‘inclusive’ rather than ‘exclusive’.

Sincerely,

Shirley P. Callister

Dear Editor

This month’s Lafayette Vistas, the informational, monthly mailing from our city gov-
ernment saddened me. Most of it seemed to be aimed at making pro-council arguments
during election season, which strikes me as an unethical use of taxpayer money. But
what do I know? According to an article in this month’s Vistas, complaining about local
government officials is the number one way to destroy our town.

Well, if I can't complain I guess I'll vote. I have decided this year to vote for Gabriel
Froymovich because I believe, given the chance, he will make a difference in our spend-
ing policies.

David Weidberg

Lafayette

Dear Editor:

I have worked with Carl Anduri for three years on the Lafayette Roads Task Force, a
group of volunteers endeavoring to raise funds to repair our failing neighborhood roads
and drains. This group, which is co-chaired by Carl, was set up to study all the possi-
ble alternative ways to fund our road and drain repair shortfall. In addition to initiating
the last Road Campaign ballot measure, which received 65% voter approval, this group
under Carl’s tutelage has worked with other City Council members and staff to allocate
every available dollar of the City’s General Fund toward road and drain repair. Over $15
million dollars has been allocated by the City Council since 2004 to resolve this once
$30 million problem. Tam confident with Carl’s leadership the City will continue to al-
locate every possible General Fund dollar to repair our remaining failing roads and
drains. Please join me in re-electing Carl Anduri to the Lafayette City Council.

Guy Atwood

Lafayette

Dear Editor:

The City of Lafayette is constrained in its revenues due to its having, in 1968, incorpo-
rated as a "no tax" city. In spite of this limitation the City has attained an AA Bond rat-
ing for its General Fund revenues and an A Bond rating for its Redevelopment Agency
Fund (RDA) revenues. The A Bond rating on RDA Funds makes Lafayette the small-
est city in California with such a high rating. Bravo!! Such success is primarily due to
strong fiscal management of its finances and operations by its staff and careful over-
sight by its City Council members. Carl Anduri, Carol Federighi, and our mayor,
Mike Anderson, have shown strong leadership in managing the City's finances and
supporting the many grant programs that have upgraded the city's infrastructure and
improved safety for all of our residents. For example, the City Council has allocated
over $15 million to repair the city's failing roads and drains during the past four years.
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I am confident that under their proven leadership the City will continue its history of
strong fiscal management.

Please join me in re-electing Carl Anduri, Carol Federighi and Mike Anderson, who is
also our current mayor, to the Lafayette City Council on November 4th.

Lynn Hiden

Lafayette

Editor:

I 'am a Lafayette resident, and write to urge fellow residents to support the three incum-
bent City Council members who are running for re-election - Mr. Anduri, Ms. Federighi
and Mr. Anderson.

There is one challenger — Mr. Froymovich. In the voting booth, I urge you to silently
thank him for his involvement and good intentions, then vote for the incumbents.

I am a practicing land use attorney with nearly ten years of experience. Land use, and
related impacts to a city's finances, is the predominant and most complicated issue that
cities like Lafayette must confront. California has some of the most, if not the most, com-
plex land use laws in the country. The existing Council members have extensive expe-
rience grappling with these laws.

Mr. Froymovich has demonstrated in his campaign literature a tenuous - and incorrect
at that - grasp of these laws. More troubling, he exhibits a highly ideological predispo-
sition that would prevent him from objectively learning and applying these laws. 1 sub-
mit that we have had enough of ideology trumping considered judgment in this country
in recent years. Please keep it out of Lafayette.

James Andrew

Lafayette

Fireboard, Measure E, Measure WW

Dear Editor,

Schools, like all government entities, are masters at marketing their insatiable desire for
more money. Money for them is ‘fungible’, in that AN'Y money raised simply frees up
other money for other purposes. They do not have to be honest about why they want to
raise the money. As a result, they simply market to you what you want most, even if the
increased supply of money simply enables them to increase payrolls. What could be
easier for them than to market to your love of your children. Too bad you can’t judge
the competent use of all the funds. Top heavy administrative staffs are typical.

Look at your property tax bill. Look at both sides of it (i.e. Special Taxes, and Ad Val-
orem taxes). Acalanes district schools have been generously funded. Government enti-
ties receive better hedges against rising costs than you do with your wage increases.
Parental love leads you to leap well over protection given you by Proposition 13. Great
education is not a function of more spending. Measure E is nothing more than a trans-
fer of your discretionary wealth to the School’s discretionary wealth; which then be-
comes your BONDED ENDEBTEDNESS for 10 years.

Sincerely,

Gordon Mattonen

Lafayette

Dear Editor,

For one raised in a 2-generation park ranger family, by a former school teacher mother,
it's always been relatively easy to support tax measures for schools and parks. No longer
though - Acalanes School District measure "E" - and, East Bay Park District Measure
"WW?", both reflect imprudent application of scarce taxpayer levies.

"E" is both deceitful and reflective of ill-apportioned earlier Measure "B" tax revenues
(over half of proceeds to athletic facilities - with, mostly single digit percentages going
for vital infrastructure needs).

"E" also claims "no increased tax"- yet, it will now tax "seniors" "opted out" from the
$43 mil. earlier bond. And, the proposed $93 mil tax will be extended beyond existing
bonds maturation, thus for kids and grandkids to pay (hugely increased tax and bond in-
terest totals).

"WW?" plays an equally unwarranted game on region taxpayers!

It aims to buy even more land - this, when unable to maintain that already owned. Fur-
ther, existing over-generous public employee wages, salaries and benefits, consume rev-
enues which otherwise could go to maintenance - especially, if major portions of upkeep
and maintenance were put up for outsourced contact bids.

Vote NO on "E" and "W"

Donald Lively

Lafayette

nn

Dear Editor:

This letter is directed to my friends and neighbors in the Moraga Orinda Fire District
Zone 2 who will have the opportunity on November 4 to reelect Fred Weil to the MOFD
Board of Directors.

I have had the distinct pleasure of working with Fred. He is a man dedicated to the Fire
District and wants only the very best for its residents. This has been clearly shown by
his continued support for service improvements, such as the upgrading of a second am-
bulance to full-time staffing, a strong Public Education program and continuing educa-
tion for all personnel. His past experience as a Board member of our two local school
districts is an invaluable asset to our Fire District. He has a keen eye for financial mat-
ters and understands the issues facing the District. He is a consensus builder and tries to
seek solutions to difficult problems, but is not afraid to make the tough decisions.

The only choice for Fire District Board Director of Zone 2 is Fred Weil.

Gordon Nathan

Past Director of the

Moraga/Orinda Fire District

To the Editor:

When our daughters attended Campolindo High School, California’s public schools
stood as benchmarks for excellence. Sadly, California’s leadership among school sys-
tems has declined due to the failure to adequately invest in public education. Our local
schools, however, have retained their place among the best public schools in the nation
for one reason - local support.

Now, as we watch our grandchildren head off to our local high schools, we see, firsthand,
the need to continue local investment in our quality schools. Campolindo, which was
built 47 years ago, is in desperate need of repair and upgrades. Similarly, each of the
schools in the Acalanes district is in need of infrastructure upgrades to support the tech-
nology our students are expected to use today. Measure E will provide the funds to make
sure that our local high schools continue to provide access to the same excellent educa-
tion that once made California's schools the envy of the nation.

Please join us in voting Yes on Measure E. It's a vote for our future, our children's fu-
ture, and the future of our children's children.

Bill and Connie Mueser

Moraga

To the Editor:

When it came to chose a place to raise our family, the Lamorinda area rose to the top of
the list for one simple reason: the quality of the schools. Good public schools and good
communities are nearly inseparable and Measure E is an investment in both.

Measure E dollars will stay right here in Lamorinda to update our local high schools and
upgrade the infrastructure to support the computers and technology that is essential for
today’s students. Additionally, Measure E will establish a $6 million technology re-
placement fund to ensure that our students gain the skills expected in today’s businesses.
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ten-year technology replacement fund to ensure that computers and classroom equip-
ment are up-to-date and accessible to students. And, Measure E does this without
taking scarce funding from classroom programs and without raising homeowners’
current tax rates.

I’'m sure I speak for many of the Lamorinda families who, like me, attended the Acalanes
schools and have returned to this community to raise our own children and send them
to the same excellent schools. Our schools are community assets that serve us well and
are worthy of our investment.

Mary McCosker

Lafayette

Editor:

Fred Weil has had a profound, positive impact on Moraga during the 35 years he and his
family have lived here. He has 26 years total service on three local governing Boards:
our Moraga-Orinda Fire District (where he is currently Board President); the Acalanes
High School Board (4 times President) and the Moraga Elementary School board (Pres-
ident twice). Undoubtedly, he has the Board service, leadership experience and the man-
agerial, financial and legal skills that are the essential prerequisites one should look for
when voting for a Fire Board candidate.

Fred has also “given back” to our community in a multitude of additional ways, from
serving as President of the Campolindo Homeowners Association, to chairing the LMYA
Girls Softball League, through serving as Director of the Soda Aquatic Center ... the list
goes on and on.

Our Moraga-Orinda Fire District is currently facing some difficult financial challenges.
Fred has successfully faced similar budgetary challenges during his prior service on our
two local school boards. He’s been there before and has come through for us taxpayers.
‘When you consider whom to vote for, please select Fred because of his outstanding
record of prior Board service, his superior knowledge of our Fire District’s finances and
operations, his laudable past service to our community, and his commitment to serving
only the interests of our Fire District’s residents, voters and taxpayers.

Stan Holcenberg

Moraga

Editor:

Voters in Orinda and Moraga have a clear choice in the upcoming election for two Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District Board seats. Current Fire Board members, Dr. Gene Gottfried
and Fred Weil, have outstanding records of public service, not just on the Fire Board, but
across a wide spectrum of activities in their respective communities. The Orinda As-
sociation recently selected Dr. Gottfried as “Orinda’s Volunteer of the Year” for his broad
public service. Mr. Weil has 26 years of local Board Service. In addition to our Fire
Board (where he is currently President), Weil has also served on the Boards of the
Acalanes High School District and the Moraga Elementary School District. Both gen-
tlemen have the Board experience, the knowledge and the financial skills that we need
now during these difficult economic times that will certainly bring new financial chal-
lenges to our fire district.

They are being opposed by two former members of the Firefighters Union’s Local 1230,
which Local represents the Fire District’s employees. Thanks to a recent investigative
story in a local newspaper, we now know that the Firefighters Union has bestowed large
sums of money on both Union candidates. The Local has paid for their signs and slate
mailers and has also given $1,000 cash to each. The same news story also reported that
Mr. Weil’s opponent had totally failed to report those Union donations in his campaign
finance statement filing. The Union’s two candidates loudly proclaim that their fire-
fighting experience somehow qualifies them to be Board members. Not so! Where
firefighting experience really matters is in the Fire Chief’s and Battalion Chiefs’ posi-
tions. Fire Chief Pete Nowicki and each of his Battalion Chiefs have all attained higher
educational levels, have more professional certifications and collectively they have far
more firefighting experience than either of the Union’s candidates. The Union’s candi-
dates would therefore add absolutely nothing to our Fire District’s firefighting knowl-
edge base and skill set.

The choice is absolutely clear. Vote for Gottfried and Weil. Only then can you be to-
tally confident that your Fire Board’s members will represent only the interests of Mor-
aga’s and Orinda’s citizens.

Richard J. (“Dick”) Olsen, Former Moraga Fire Commissioner

Moraga

Some may argue that this is not the time to
ask voters to approve a school facilities
bond. I’d argue that just the opposite is true.
With historically low interest rates and de-
clining construction costs, this is the best

Gabriel Froymovich

Advertising

Dear Orinda Community

Bob Larsen should be ashamed of himself for engaging in a sleazy campaign for
Orinda City Council. In newspaper ads, debates and letters to the editor, he makes
false claims, insults community volunteers, and is hypocritical on issues central to
his campaign. These are pretty strong words but let me back them up with specifics
- something he routinely fails to do.

Larsen claims I appoint my friends to City Commissions: I am proud of the fact
that we have 78 Orinda residents involved in governing our city on various com-
missions and task forces. This is an increase from 35 just two years ago. There is no
truth to his charge that I appoint my friends. In fact, I do not have a social relation-
ship with any of the current appointees. He is mad that he applied for three com-
missions and was not selected. He fails to note that his wife was appointed to the
Mayor’s Award for Excellence in Architecture panel and the spouse of his campaign
treasurer’s was appointed to our new Budget Committee. I am sorry Larsen’s feel-
ings are hurt but that is not a reason to make a false claim and to insult the many
other volunteers appointed.

When I'ran for Council, and during my four years of service, I have recused myself
from any discussions and decisions on the Wilder project. I have a relationship with
a financial partner of the project and the law requires this. Larsen lives next to this
project and dislikes it. He has attended numerous Council meeting to raise con-
cerns about it. About 18 months ago, he spoke to the Council and said I should be
recalled because of my legally required decision to leave the room (recusal). He
wanted me to vote on his concerns. When he declared his campaign for Council he
sent out a news release attacking my recuesal; now he says that he must recuse him-
selfifhe is elected. He also says that even though he will recuse himself, he will stay
in the meeting room to help his friends. While his compassion is admirable, his ig-
norance of the law is not.

In newspaper ads, Larsen screams scandal with his “follow the money” attack. He
doesn’t give a single example of where any contribution influenced a council vote.
Itis simply a smear. In the last reporting period for contributions, 99% of my con-
tributions came from Orinda residents. On the other hand, Larsen received 95% of
his contributions from folks outside of Orinda. I don’t care if Larsen has “friends”
from outside Orinda contributing. But if he is going to make a claim of corruption,
he should back it up with specifics.

The voters of Orinda deserve better than Larsen’s sleazy campaign.

Steve Glazer, Orinda
City Council Member

Steve Glazer for Orinda City Council,
61 La Espiral Road, Orinda, CA 94563

time to approve an investment in our
schools.

Please join me in voting Yes on Measure E.
It’s one vote guaranteed to bring a return on
our investment.

No Challenger Has Won a Race for
Lafayette City Council in Over 35 Years!

Stacy Ashby
Moraga

To the Editor:
[urge Lamorinda voters to join me in voting

Let's Give the People of Lafayette
a Voice on the Council.

Yes on Measure E for the four high schools
in the Acalanes High School District. Each
of the Acalanes District schools is approxi-
mately 50 years and each is need of repairs,
electrical upgrades, and numerous infra-
structure improvements.

Measure E asks Lamorinda voters to protect
their investment in the schools by approving
a bond measure that will raise the funds to
renovate our high schools and establish a

Vote for Gabriel Froymovich for Lafayette City Council.

Visit www.Vote94549.com
for more information or call Gabriel at 299-1807 .

Committee Information:

Campaign for a Fiscally Responsible Lafayette, 3546 Wildwood Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549.
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Get a free entree with the purchase

of another entree of e(ilual or greater value.
(Maximum value is $8.95 lunch & $14.95 dinner.)’

TERZETTO -
CU(SCNE

$9.95

Sirloin Steak
Pork Schnitzel

open on Thanksgiving day from 12 - 9 serving dinner

including Turkey and all the trimmings -

%mm

630—1000pm or Petar's is open for 925
Wednesday evenings BlaCkene d S almon ﬂ::onu;]; I:;‘:Jdrzig J ? l ‘] [ J J -
s By 284-7117
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Petar's Restaurant is located in the heart
of lafayette at 32 lafayette Circle.

* Regular menu only, not valid with daily board specials, early dinner menu or with any other specials or promotions.
(soup & salad sides are not considered entrees) - Exp. Nov., 15,2008 -

Open 7 nights a week Spm-10pm Eggplant Parmesan
960 MORAGA ROAD
LAFAYETTE

www.chevalierrestaurant.com

925-385-0793

and open for
dinner nightlg.

Lemon Cthke].’l
1419 Moraga Way, Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-3832 - www.terzettocuisine.com

Mon: 7am - 2pm; Tues-Sun: 7am - 8:30pm

Delectable Fresh Wild Salmon using a recipe imported from Canada

By Susie Ivanosch

his week I received an email

from a Lamorinda reader,
who enjoys Brussels sprouts and
happens to be a good steward of our
environment too!

Kathy Sylvester (of Orinda)
wrote, "Your recipe in the Lamor-
inda Weekly looks wonderful ...
one small suggestion, instead of
using a baggie to incorporate the
salt and oil with the sprouts, how
about just a bowl or even using the
cookie sheet and your hands? We
are not going to get very far with
improving the environment if we
keep using plastic bags as dispos-
able items."

I thought that was an excel-
lent suggestion, and though I am
somewhat addicted to the use of
Ziploc baggies, I'm going to go
get my hands greasy and give her

ideas a try.

Kathy also suggested that
waxed paper bags can work for
many of the things we normally use
baggies for and they can go into
your "green garbage." She gets the
Waxtex brand of these bags at Dia-
blo Foods.

Speaking of Diablo Foods, I
went in the other day to pick up
some fresh wild salmon because a
friend of mine had described "the
most wonderful" salmon dish she'd
had while vacationing in Victoria,
British Columbia.

She said it was pecan-crusted,
served on a bed of Asian noodles,
with a hint of maple and topped
with green onions cut into very thin
pieces that were baked to a crispy
texture. So, naturally I asked if
she'd inquired about the recipe and

she said, unfortunately it never oc-
curred to her to do such a thing.

Since I make a regular habit
of doing just such a thing, I asked
her for the name and number of the
restaurant so I could phone the chef
myself. This dish sounded too good
to pass up. By the time I got home,
the recipe was waiting in my inbox.
Now, that is service!

Thanks to Chef Lisa Hartery
of Nautical Nellies Steak and
Seafood House for sharing this fab-
ulous dish!

NAUTICAL NELLIES STEAK AND
SEAFOOD HOUSE

Telephone: (250) 380-2260

Fax: (250) 380-2261

Address:

1001 Wharf St. @ Broughton
Victoria, British Columbia V8W1T6

PECAN SALMON
SERVES 4

4 Salmon Fillets, boneless and skinless (6 oz. each)

PECAN CRUST

1 cup pecans, roasted

3 tablespoons butter, softened to room temp

3 tablespoons brown sugar (demerara preferred)

HONEY BALSAMIC DRESSING

1 cup honey (or maple syrup)
1 cup balsamic vinegar

% cup canola oil

2 tablespoons sesame oil

1/2 bunch green onions, cut in 1/4" slices

2-3 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon crushed chilies

Method

Dressing

VEGETABLE NOODLE BASE
1 large bunch sui choy, (Napa cabbage) chopped
1/2 bunch green onions, cut on a bias
18 pieces snow peas, julienne

1 large tomato, small dice

1 package chow mein noodles (1 pound), cooked
Lime, fried leeks and maple syrup for garnish

In a large mixing bowl combine the honey and the vinegar. Gradually whisk in the canola oil until well incor-
porated. Add all remaining ingredients and mix well. The dressing can be made ahead of time and will hold re-

frigerated for two weeks.

Crust

Toast the pecans in a moderate oven, 250-300 degrees for 5 minutes or until they start to release their oils. Re-
move from the oven and cool completely. Place the nuts in a food processor and pulse to rough chop. Add the
butter and brown sugar. Pulse until mixture comes together, being careful not to make a paste.

Heat oven to 425 degrees.

Salmon

Rub the fillets with a little olive oil. Season with salt and pepper. Sear in a large, hot sauté pan, approximately
45 seconds to a minute per side, depending on the thickness of the salmon. Place seared salmon on a baking sheet,
skin side down, and crumble the pecan crust over each fillet. Place the salmon in the oven for 5-7 minutes.
(Again, time in the oven depends on the thickness of the fish, be careful to not overcook the salmon.)

While the salmon is baking, return the searing pan to medium high heat. Add the first three vegetables and stir
fry quickly. Add the diced tomatoes and toss to warm through.
Pour the dressing into the pan, 2 ounces per serving, 1 cup total. Heat through.

Add cooked and drained chow mein noodles and toss through. Divide among four bowls.
Remove salmon from the oven. Place a piece of salmon on each dish.
Garnish each dish with fresh lime, fried leeks and a drizzle of maple syrup.
*Susie's notes: In translating from metric to U.S. measurements, there may be a slight variation. To make the
fried leeks, I cut them into julienne strips, tossed with marinade and scattered outside of the fish while baking.
They turned out crispy and were perfect as a garnish atop the fish. I also used about half the amount of maple
syrup/honey called for in the marinade along with a teaspoon of soy sauce.

This recipe is available on our web site. Go to: www.lamorindaweekly.com

Susie can be reached at suziven@gmail.com

Support Lamorinda
Weekly by shopping
with our advertisers
and telling them you
saw their ad!
Your local free
Newspaper
for Lamorinda

_Jumpstart Your Weight Loss

Lose 15 to 60 pounds in 12 weeks!

Physician-Supervised Weight Loss  Dietary Guidance
Safe and Effective Medication - Long Term Weight Management

]umpstart

MEDICINE

Walnut Creek
710'S. Broadway, Suite 110

925-277-1123

San Ramon
2301 Camino Ramon, Suite 290

www.jumpstartmedicine.com

10 Ways to Lose Weight During the Holidays

By Tsingis

s the days shorten and

weather becomes cooler,
there is a natural tendency,
probably borne of mammalian
instinct, to hibernate slightly,
eat more and spend less time
outdoors. It also happens to be
holiday time, which encour-
ages the same set of activities,
all of which can cause weight
gain. How can you beat the
holiday weight gain blues? We
have some research-based sug-
gestions for success:
1) Plan Your Indulgences -
Eat before going to a party.
Just a small balanced, healthy
snack will leave room for the
party food. With stabilized en-
ergy, it's easier to not overeat.
2) Take small portions of
what you most want to eat -
and skip the lesser quality
foods. Serve yourself a small
amount of the higher calorie
foods that you crave on that
buffet table, along with plenty
of vegetables and fruits. Or,
given the choice between a
candy bar or a high quality
chocolate, go for the good stuff
(just less of it).
3) Do Not Skip Meals - The
usual party strategy is to not
eat much until that evening's
event. The resultant low blood
sugar level causes the liver to
dip into muscle stores for en-
ergy. That evening, overeating
occurs due to hunger, and the
liver stores the excess intake as
fat. (This is also called the
“Sumo wrestler's diet,” be-
cause as you guessed it, this

type of eating causes weight
gain). Eating every 4 hours
keeps hunger and cravings at
bay.

4) Eat more slowly - The
brain communicates satiation
to the stomach if given the
chance. Most Americans have
finished a meal and cleared the
table before those signals
(which take about 20 minutes)
have been sent.

5) Learn when to stop eating
- French women use this as
their dieting strategy, and it
works. Most people fill their
plates to an already-accus-
tomed level, and then eat what
they served themselves. The
French either under-serve
themselves food, and/or delib-
erately leave food on their
plate. Hence, they eat the foods
they like, but small portions of
them (they also interact a lot
during a meal, which slows
down their eating speed).

6) Hide the food - In his
book “Mindless Eating”, re-
searcher Brian Wansink found
that leaving snacks out in the
open caused 71% more con-
sumption of those snacks! Ap-
parently visual clues stimulate
the brain's hunger center, cre-
ating the “See-Food” diet.
Every time we see food, we
have to decide whether or not
we want to eat it. Out of sight,
out of mind, holds true here.
7) Use small plates and
bowls - Wansink's research lab
tested the effect of bowl size
on consumption, and discov-

ered that people using large
server ware ate up to 59%
more than those using smaller
dishes and bowls. Large server
ware makes regular portions
look so small that it's natural to
compensate by overfilling and
hence, overeating. One of their
studies found that even mas-
ters-level nutrition grad stu-
dents (who'd attended many
lectures on bowl size and in-
creased consumption), uncon-
sciously overate when exposed
to high volumes of food. Set
your table for reasonable-sized
eating, and it will happen.

8) Stay hydrated — Have you
ever had a craving for ice
cream, when you were really
only thirsty? Dehydration may
activate both the thirst and
hunger centers of the brain,
since natural foods such as
fruits and vegetables contain a
fair amount of water. Drink
water, stay thinner.

9) Drink from taller glasses
- Similar to food, beverages
trick the eye depending on
what they are served in. Think
tall, thin glasses. A diet camp's
experiment found that campers
who were allowed to pour their
drinks into short, wide glasses
poured 74% more than their
tall-glass buddies. The brain
via the eye, measures the vol-
ume of what one is to con-
sume. A tall glass tricks the
eye, giving the impression of a
higher volume. Bartenders
know this and use it to their ad-
vantage; so can you.

10) Stay active - Exercising
early in the morning tends to
result in the most success. If
you can, find a buddy to whom
you commit meeting 4 — 5
times weekly, and stick with it.
A 1 hour walk is an ideal way
to get fresh air, some vitamin
D on the skin, improve circu-
lation and energy, and prevent
weight gain.

It's much easier to avoid
gaining those holiday 5 pounds
than to take them off next year.
At Lamorinda Nutrition we help
people stay on track with good
nutrition and long term health
goals through the holidays. We're
offering a 10% discount on a
new patient first appointment if
scheduled before December 1st.
Call us at (925) 254-1080 for an
appointment.

Dr. Theresa Tsingis, D.C.,
M.S, maintains a nutrition
practice at 89 Davis Rd., #180,
Orinda. She specializes in
weight loss, digestive and hor-
monal disorders, and children's
nutrition.

Dr. Tsingis can be reached at
drtsingis@comcast.net
or (925) 360-2729.
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Digging Deep -Thanksgiving is Every Day

By Cynthia Brian

Begonias

“The more gratitude you show
in life, the more you will have
to be grateful for.”
Cynthia Brian
Lamorinda is an area of great
abundance, yet in these times
of economic chaos we find our-
selves complaining about the lack in
our lives. Being human means that
all of us, regardless of race, religion,
economics, politics, or sex, will have
difficult times and challenges to
overcome. Because I’'m a gardener,
[ find grace and gratitude in the dirt.
My creative plan makes Thanksgiv-
ing every day, not just once a year.
And of course, I encourage you to
find happiness in nature as well.
Here’s my plan. With our world in a
state of despair, let’s offer some
humor, hope, and healing by plant-
ing bulbs for the brave! By planting
bulbs now, we’ll be putting the
bloom on the gloom when the
wicked weather of February and
March roll around. After a long gray
winter, you’ll be glad that your grat-
itude for the bounty of the year had
you donning your gardening gloves
and trowel now.
Top Bulbs for Fall Planting:
Enrich your garden with the
beauty and radiance of spring flow-
ering bulbs that you plant in fall.
The brightly colored flowers greet
you each spring-a welcome sights
after a long, gray winter. Most gar-
dening experts agree that fall is the
best time to plant spring flowering
bulbs.
Here are some of my favorite bulbs:
1. Daffodil: These versatile
bulbs are hardy in cold and warm
climates. You don’t even need a gar-
den...daffodils grow great in pots
and make excellent cut flowers.
2. Tulip: Treat yourself'to a gar-
den filled with tulips. They come in
an array of colors, shapes, and sizes.

CYNTHIA’S DIGGING DEEP

GARDENING GUIDE
FOR NOVEMBER

"Reflect upon your present blessings, of which every man has
plenty; not on your past misfortunes, of which all men have
some." Charles Dickens, 1812-1870, Novelist

Thanksgiving is nigh. Pumpkins and scarecrows decorate
our yards. An old wheelbarrow filled with an assortment of
bright begonias brightens a barren corner. We give thanks for
the bounty of our beautiful gardens, our wide-open spaces,
community camaraderie, and the benevolence of family and
friends. As we celebrate November, we must still prepare

for the dormant season ahead.

* CLEAN UP any leaves or weeds left over from
summer annuals and vegetables. Put all your
debris into a compost pile. Cleaning up now will
prevent the population of snails, earwigs, and sow bugs

from expanding.

» FERTILIZE your annuals and vegetables with

Photos Cynthia Brian

Group colors together for more im-
pact. Tulips are also great in con-
tainers and work wonderfully
intertwined with other annuals and
perennials. Bulbs need to be chilled
for four to six weeks prior to plant-
ing outdoors.

3. Freesia: These are magnifi-
cently scented bulbs arriving in a
rainbow of colors. Their floppy
flower stalks add to their charm.
Deep water every 4 days.

4. Ranunculus: Cottage style
garden flowers that have peony-like
blooms are gorgeous in any planting
situation. They need plenty of sun.
You can extend the bloom time by
deadheading the spent flowers.

5. Hyacinth: Dutch hyacinth
smell as delicious as they look.
These charming flowers appear del-
icate, but they are tough, surviving
in a variety of conditions. Plant in
sun or filtered shade.

6.  Grape Hyacinth: These tiny
hardy gems naturalize and look best
planted in mass or used for edging.
7. Iris: Dutch irises make terrific
cut flowers. They come in blue, pur-
ple, while, yellow, and mauve. They
have a long blooming season, and
need mulch as frost protection.

8. Anemone: These are colorful
tubers, and come either as singles or
doubles with a contrasting center
color. They prefer cooler conditions
in light shade and also like to be
mulched.

9. Crocus: Winter is nearing its
end when you see these mighty
blooms push through the ground to
reveal their beauty. Only a few
inches high, they are perfect com-
pliments to container gardens with
the other bulbs. Crocus arrive in a
variety of rich colors including
blues, violets, yellows and whites
and are usually the first to show off
their charm in Lamorinda gardens.

10.  Allium: A member of the
onion family, most allium bloom in
late spring or early summer with
spherical blossoms that are striking
and hardy.
11.  Lily: Planted now, lilies offer
large fragrant blooms on tall stalks
in late spring or summer.
Naturalizing bulbs, which
bloom year after year and spread
throughout your landscape, benefit
from a bulb fertilizing at planting
time. Non-naturalizing bulbs are not
as picky. Many gardeners plant their
bulbs while adding blood or bone
meal to the soil, however, I have
found that this only attracts our
masked faced friends-the raccoons.
When I first moved to this area I al-
ways added meal while planting
bulbs only to wake up the following
morning to a scene of “keep your
eye on the bulb” as all my hard work
lay atop the ground!

Bulb Planting Technique

"It's not that I'm so smart, it's just
that I stay with problems longer."
Albert Einstein-1879-1955, Physicist

Planting bulbs is not rocket
science, but it does take time and
patience! Every year I plant hun-
dreds, sometimes thousands of
bulbs, always feeling like Einstein
because I hung in there, despite our
challenging clay! Patience is a
virtue. There are many tools that
make planting bulbs a bit easier.
Whatever works for you is the best
tool to use. Trowels are great if
your soil is not too compacted and
you can dig to the required depth.
Many trowels actually are marked
with inches. Augers are powered
by a drill and are great in our hard
clay soil. They easily penetrate un-
tilled dirt and are super to maneu-
ver in a mature garden where plants
are crowded. Bulb planters take
the strain out of planting bulbs.
There are foot planters for hard soil
and hand planters for looser soil.
Over the years I have purchased
and tried them all. I must admit, I
am back to my handy hard work-
ing trowel. With my constant sup-
ply of chicken manure and
compost pile scraps, the dirt is
slowly becoming rich and fertile.
Whichever tool you decide to use,
till the soil a bit to loosen it. Even if
you are a beginning gardener,
planting a bouquet of bulbs will
make you shine like a real pro, lift
your spirits, and help you believe
that all is well in the world! Voila!
Blossoms for the brave.

fertilizers high in nitrogen. Lawns need their second application now. Water well.

* PLANT ground covers, trees with fall color, and shrubs. Nurseries boast a wide variety of perennials such
as columbine, carnations, coral bells, and chrysanthemums which can be planted from six packs.

* BULBS are usually ready to be planted now. Chill tulips and hyacinths for 4-6 weeks before planting.

* DEADHEAD your roses regularly to maintain blossoms and fragrance until January. If you prefer, allow
the rose hips to grace your bushes with their vibrant colors and vitamin C for your tea.

» SEEDS for hardy annuals such as sweet alyssum, bachelor button, and forget-me-not's can be sown now.

 DIVIDE perennials and separate overgrown clumps. Plant elsewhere or share with a friend.

* SOW garlic and onion bulbs now for those great dinners you are planning to cook! There must be a bit of
the Mediterranean culture in all of us!

* COLLECT dried grasses, pods, willows, branches, and other natural materials for a cornucopia of

autumn arrangements.

* CREATE glorious fall hued floral arrangements with the firecracker colors of roses, gerbera, berries,

and reeds.

* VEGETABLES such as broccoli, beets, carrots, lettuce, peas, turnips, and spinach can be planted by seed.
* HARVEST your pumpkins, squash, apples, walnuts, and tangerines. Make sure to save some

for holiday décor.

* ENJOY the fall foliage! Persimmons, pomegranates, and guava trees are now showcasing their precious
fruits. Savor the colors in anticipation for the juiciness to come next month.

* BE grateful for your garden- large, small, or the potted plant in the window, everyone is enriched by
nature. Take time to give thanks for the little things every day, not just once a year. Be grateful for what
you have. Having an attitude of gratitude makes every moment shine brightly.

Everyday is Thanksgiving Day when you live, learn, laugh, and love in the moment.
Thanksgiving is today. Share the abundance. Wishing everyone a very happy,

healthy, and delicious Turkey Day!

May the sun shine in your garden and the stars in your heart!

Happy Gardening to you

£ 925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Landscape Design-Build Firm
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* Landscape Design & Installation
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* Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
* Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
* Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797

Free Consultations

Shrubs
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Flowers

Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way,
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254-3713

- Open Daily -

Bay Area
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Drainage Needs”
e French Drains
e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems
e Sump Pumps
Retaining Walls
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General Engineering Contractor

Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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visit our website 925.37;.9209

www.bayareadrainage.com
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Women’s Gaels Show Great Promise

By Mikaela Cowles

Jontelle Smith in last year’s Fresno play

he Saint Mary’s women’s

basketball team looks for-
ward to a promising season. With a
team stacked in experienced re-
turnees and talented newcomers,
head coach Paul Thomas has high
expectations.

Despite going from a 14-14
season in 2007 to a 15-17 record in
2008, Thomas said the Gaels had a
more successful season than the
previous one, finishing with an RPI
of 127. Saint Mary’s raised their
Rating Percentage Index by 67
points, making their improvement
the second highest increase in the
West Coast Conference and one of
the highest in Division I women’s
basketball.

The Gaels also broke an im-

Photo Tod Fierner
portant streak during the 2007-2008
season, as they beat Loyola Mary-
mount 71-67 in the conference
tournament. This win advanced the
Gaels to the second round of the
WCC Tournament for the first time
in seven years.

Despite the loss of seniors
Serena Benavente, Lauren Shaugh-
nessy and Mikaela Cowles, the
Gaels return with experienced lead-
ing scorer Jontelle Smith, freshman
sensation Louella Tomlinson and
crafty fifth year Maija Lahde.

Smith broke SMC'’s all time
record for three-pointers scored in
a career last year, totaling 189, as
well as the record for three-pointers
made in a season, finishing with 84.
Thomas said he has seen incredible

maturity and growth not only in
Smith’s game, but also her leader-
ship, and he is confident that she
will bring big things to the team.

As a freshman, Tomlinson
broke the NCAA Division I record
for blocks in a season with 156. Av-
eraging 12.8 points, 6.3 rebounds
and 4.8 blocks per game, Tomlin-
son returns stronger and with the
experience of a season under her
belt.

Saint Mary’s also looks to in-
corporate the freshman class right
away. Thomas is pleased with their
competitive spirit and love for the
game. He says they bring “impor-
tant tangibles, such as versatility.”

Keep an eye out for point
guard Alex Carbonel of American
High School who comes in with an
average of 27 points and 6.5 assists
per game. Also on the court this
year will be local favorite Katie
Batlin from Miramonte High
School.

With a lengthier lineup and
another year to learn Thomas’s
Freak Defense, he is confident that
his weapon of choice will be ready
for the upcoming season. The fast
paced, full court defense is not only
hard to understand and learn, but is
also extremely hard to beat when
implemented correctly.

Thomas says the success of
Freak will depend upon two main
factors. First, he says, “it doesn’t
matter what offense or defense,
coaches need to adjust to the per-
sonnel’s skills.” Second is “trust.”
He believes Freak will work well
with his roster and that the trust will
be there this year to bring success.

Check out the Gaels in action
at their season opener Sunday, Nov.
9, at 4 pm in McKeon Pavilion
when they face off against San
Francisco State.

Can You Hit Off a Kid?

(Information submitted by Stuart Gruendi)
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Tyler Bartis at bat

n Friday, November 7, the

Lamorinda Baseball Acad-
emy Rangers challenge you to try
to hit off of one the strongest pitch-
ing staffs in 12U Northern Califor-
nia travel baseball. At the same
time, you will help the team raise
money for its efforts to send its
Championship team to Cooper-
stown Dreams Park National Invi-
tational Tournament in the summer
0f2009.

The Rangers is a competitive,
community-based baseball team
that is currently one of the top-
ranked 12U Fall Baseball teams in
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Northern California. LBA (or “the
Academy,”) consists of seven dif-
ferent teams representing five dif-
ferent age groups. The Academy
was formed in order to foster a high
level of training and skills develop-
ment for each player involved. The
goal is to hone their love and skill
of the game.

“This is our second year with
the Lamorinda Baseball Academy,
which has been awesome for our 12
year old son Tyler. He loves to
travel to tournaments and pitch in
clutch situations and close in big
games. He has a lot more experi-

ence now than when he was
younger, and I am worried that I
won't even be able to get a hit off of
him,” says Steve Bartis of Moraga.

Bartis’ son Tyler talks about
his experience with LBA: “T love
playing for the LBA Rangers be-
cause it gives me a chance to deal
with a lot of pressure when I pitch
in big games, while also being able
to hang out and make jokes with
my friends. Going to Cooperstown,
New York, to play baseball has
been a dream of mine since I was
eight years old, and I am getting
closer to fulfilling that dream with
the Rangers.”

To help Tyler and his team-
mates go to Cooperstown, come to
Buckeye Fields, 711 St. Mary’s
Road, between 4:00 and 6:00 on
November 7. $20/at bat — Get a hit
and make it to 1st base--Win a
prize! This event is sponsored by
All Out Baseball of Pleasant Hill.
For more information and to sign
up contact Stuart Gruendi, 510-
682-6108, stuart@bay-rock.com.
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Gaels Lose Heartbreaker to Hilltoppers

By Kevin D. Shallat

he Saint Mary’s women’s

volleyball team got off to an
impressive start this year. The Gaels
have compiled a 13-4 overall
record, with a 3-1 record in the
West Coast Conference. Their one
loss in league was against a nation-
ally ranked Pepperdine team.

On Thursday, Oct. 16, the
Gaels looked to continue their hot
streak as they hosted the Univer-
sity of San Francisco. The Dons,
or Hilltoppers, as they are affec-
tionately called, came in with an
identical 13-4 overall record,
boasting a 3-0 record in league
play. The Gaels survived a slow
start to take a 2-1 set lead, only to
lose the fifth set tie-breaker 12-
15. With the loss, the Gaels move
to 13-5, with a 3-2 record in
league play.

The Gaels kept the score
close in the first set despite a few
misfires on offense. San Francisco’s
Darcy Carroll made a few key plays
for the Dons to put them back ahead
each time the Gaels evened up the
score. After taking a 23-20 lead, the
Dons looked to take the first set
with ease.

Setter Kapua Kamana'o (14)
Photo Tod Fierner

However, Megan York and
Shannon Lowell had other ideas for
the Gaels, as they cut the San Fran-
cisco lead to 23-22. Unfortunately,
Saint Mary’s was unable to sustain
their comeback bid, and they
dropped the first set 22-25.

The Gaels made some real
progress in the next two sets, as
they truly played inspirational vol-
leyball. Setter Kapua Kamana’o
went from 12 sets in the first set to
18 sets in the second. After surviv-
ing the best rally of the match in the
second set, something seemed to
click for the Gaels, and their confi-
dence level appeared to rise. Nev-
ertheless, the Gaels would again
find themselves down at the end of
the second set.

Saint Mary’s trailed 21-23
before Shannon Lowell took over
for the Gaels. Lowell had back to
back kills followed by a service
ace to help propel the Gaels into
a 1-1 tie in sets, taking the second
set 27-25.

Saint Mary’s jumped out to a
16-8 lead in the third set, largely
due to the heads up play by York.
York normally relies on her power

LiberoAlita Fisher (12)

to assert her dominance, but she
evolved her game into a more
strategic, finesse game in this
match. She had more delayed tip
shots in this game than any other in
recent memory. Her strategy to uti-
lize location over power appeared
to pay off, and the Gaels took the
third set 25-17 after Megan Burton
blocked the final shot by USF.
There were no glaring errors
by either team in the last two sets.
USF secured a two point lead at the
right time, forcing a fifth set tie-
breaker after winning the fourth set
28-26. The Dons got the good rolls
at the right time, and they walked
away with a big league road win,
outlasting the Gaels 15-12 in the tie-
breaker.
Middle blocker Megan Burton
Middle blocker Shannon Lowell
Setter Kapua Kamana’o
Middle blocker Megan Burton
Libero Alita Fisher
Outside hitter Taylor Groess
Head Coach Rob Browning

Catch the next Gaels game by
checking the schedule online at:
www.SMCGaels.com

Photo Tod Fierner

Fri, Oct 31 All Day
Men'’s Tennis

Gael Classic Moraga
Sat, Nov 1 All Day
Men'’s Tennis

Gael Classic Moraga
Sun, Nov 2 All Day
Men'’s Tennis

Gael Classic Moraga
Sun, Nov 2 1:00 PM

Women’s Soccer
Pepperdine Saint Mary’s Stadium

Thu, Nov 6 7:00 PM
Women'’s Vollyball

Portland Moraga
Fri, Nov 7 7:05
Women’s Basketball

Showtime Basketball Moraga
Sat, Nov 8 1:00 PM
Women'’s Vollyball

Gonzaga * Moraga

SMC Gaels Home
and Local Games

Sun, Nov 9
Men’s Soccer
San Francisco * Saint Mary’s Stadium

2:00 PM

Sun, Nov 9 4:.00 PM
Women'’s Basketball

San Francisco State ~ Moraga
Fri, Nov 14 2:00 PM
Men’s Soccer

Portland *  Saint Mary’s Stadium
Fri, Nov 14 7:05 PM
Men'’s Basketball

Seattle Pacific McKeon Pavilion
Sun, Nov 16 1:00 PM

Men’s Soccer
Gonzaga * Saint Mary’s Stadium

Mon, Nov 17 11:00 PM
Men'’s Basketball
Fresno State McKeon Pavilion
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Classes Offered

Contra Costa

Adventure Boot Camp

Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Piano lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Piano lessons- in your home!
Owned and operated by a Burton
Valley mom. Professional teachers
www.88KeysToSuccess.com

Submit online:

Lamorinda Weekly isanindependent publication,

produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda, CA

Lamorinda Weekly, P.0. Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570-6133
Phone: 925-377-0977; Fax: 1-800-690-8136; email: info@lamorindaweekly.com
We're a community newspaper, and we welcome your input:
Letters to the editor (max 350 words): letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Sport events/stories/pictures: sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Art, theater, community events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Business news or business press releases: business@lamorindaweekly.com
School stories/events: schooldesk@lamorindaweekly.com
General interest stories: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Publisher:

Editor:
Advertising:

Andy Scheck; andy@lamorindaweekly.com, phone 925-330-7916
Associate Publisher: Wendy Wuerth-Scheck; wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Lee Borrowman; lee@lamorindaweekly.com

Wendy Wuerth-Scheck; 925-377-0977, wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

25,500 printed copies; 24,000 mailed to homes and businesses in Lamorinda.
1,400 delivered to pick up locations. Layout Andy Scheck, Moraga. Printed in California.

Staff Writers:

Jennifer Wake; jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com
Sophie Braccini; sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
(athy Tyson; cathy@lamorindaweekly.com
Andrea A. Firth; andrea@lamorindaweekly.com
Jean Follmer; jean@lamorindaweekly.com
Contributing Writers: Linda U. Foley, Conrad
Bassett, Susie Iventosch, Mikaela Cowles, Guy
Dotan, Toby Wendtland, Alex Crook

Story Editor, Sports: Jessica Laversin
Photos: Tod Fierner, Doug Kohen,

Robert Johnson, Sheryl Cardiff

Vacation Rentals

Westshore Lake Tahoe Cabin
3Bd/2Ba sleeps 8 or 2 families
great location, peek-lake view
HomeAtTahoma.com 925-253-3115

Great Beach House - Santa Cruz
4 Bedrooms, 3 Bath, 2900SqFt,
1 House To Beach.

Views, Bikes, Great Location,
925-408-8399, www.agbh.biz

Computer

Having Problems with your
Computer?

Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience
software, hardware, internet
$60 per Hour
call Joey 925 286 0347

Painting

T & T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

FREE Estimates

39% OFF on Kelly-Moore Paint
CA Lic#616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Terry’s Painting Co.
CA Lic. #851058 Inside & outside,
professional & reliable. 925-788-1663

House cleaning

Housecleaning
With references, 925-640-6311

http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

$3 per line in bold, $2 per reqular line, 3 lines minimum (max 30 Characters per line)

Classified -
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Windows washing

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendly service & remarkable re-
sults! (Gutter & Pressure Washing)
www.ReliableWindowService.com
(925) 254-7622

WINDOW WASHING
Flawless results guaranteed!
Prompt/Friendly/Reliable
Lafayette Resident Joe Ryan

210-7400

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK

All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

T 708-6053/283-3240 (925)

E-mail; mlou812@pachbell.net
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Miramonte Outplays Acalanes

By Guy Dotan

Quarterback Taylor Caldwell (8)

n a battle between two fierce

Lamorinda rivals, the Matadors
were able to put down the Dons on
Oct. 24 thanks to an explosive first
half and shut down defense in the
second half. This win puts Mira-
monte in sole possession of third
place in DFAL with a 5-2 record,
one game behind Campolindo and
Las Lomas’ 6-1. The loss dropped
Acalanes to 2-5, fourth place, creat-
ing an even larger gap between the
Dons and Matadors in the DFAL
standings.

Miramonte came into Friday’s
game with a vengeance after losing
to Campo in a tight 7-0 game the
previous week. Acalanes, on the
other hand, was looking to end their
three-game losing streak. As if to
make up for a lack of scoring in their
previous games, both teams ex-
ploded for touchdowns in the first
half.

The Dons struck first as kicker
Nick Manning hit a field goal in the
first quarter. However, the Dons
never saw their team on top again
for the rest of the game. Miramonte
quarterback Conor Lowery led the
Matador offense surges, throwing
for multiple first half touchdowns to
receivers Alex Epstein and James
King. Even the running game was
flowing for Miramonte, as Kevin
Paulsen was the Matadors’ main
source of offense in the second half.

Despite a very slow start in the
passing game for Acalanes—zero
first half yards—Tyler Malley’s run-
ning helped the Dons stay in con-
tention. Malley rushed for 144 yards
in the game, almost all of those com-
ing in the first half.

The second half was a com-
pletely different game, as both de-
fenses began to shut down the
opposing offense. Neither team was

able to put up a third quarter point. A
fourth quarter touchdown run by
Paulsen ended the second half scor-
ing drought. On the Dons’ final pos-
session, quarterback Tyler Caldwell
made up for his slow start by leading
the team on a downfield drive, cul-
minating in a touchdown pass to
Robert Mull. Lowery kneeled the
ball after the ensuing kickoff for Mi-
ramonte, ending the game with a

Miramonte quartérback Conor Lowery (2)
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final score of 31-17.

Acalanes defensive end and
junior Trevor La Honta believed that
his team’s “biggest problem on Fri-
day was that they didn’t execute in
the spots when they needed big
plays.” As for the rest of the season,
La Honta claimed that, “we just
need to be prepared to eliminate our
mistakes and play our game, not our

9 %

opponent’s.
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Send sports stories and ideas to:
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

or call 925-377-0977
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It’s a Threepeat for Campo
By Alex Crook

On Friday, Oct. 17, came that
time of year again — Cam-
polindo vs. Miramonte football. In
a low scoring 7-0 win, the Cougars
pushed their streak to three straight
wins over the Matadors.

In the first, the Matadors
slowly progressed down the field
into Cougar territory. First, a risky
quarterback sneak on fourth down
gave the Mats a first down at their
own 46. After a 17-yard strike to
tight end Alex Epstein, Miramonte
got a first down at Campo’s 26.

Late in the first, the Mats
were threatening inside the Campo
5 down to the Cougars’ goal line.
On fourth and goal with 2:50 left,
the Campo defensive line pushed
their way to a goal line stand and
kept the game scoreless. If the Mats
had scored, this game might have
gone into overtime.

Early in the second, Tyler Rit-
tenhour recovered a Matador fum-
ble and the Cougars took over at
their own 39. On the ensuing Mata-
dor possession, a Taylor Giles sack
for the Cougars led to a 3 and out
for Miramonte. There was no score
in the second either, so both teams
went to the break scoreless.

To start the second half, a 15-
yard pass interference call gave
Campo a first down at their 35-yard
line after a Matador defender
roughed it up with Cougar wide re-
ceiver Anthony Fadelli. With 9:40

. r'~.r
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Mats quarterback John Vaccaro (12)

e O

remaining in the third, Tommy
Stephens hit Garrett Holmes with a
42-yard beauty for the only score of
the night. Ben Rudolph’s PAT lit up
the scoreboard, reading 7-0 Campo.

Late in the final quarter, the
Cougars faced a fourth and 8
from the Mats’ 8. Rudolph’s 25-
yard field goal was tipped at the
line and bounced off the crossbar
back into the end zone, and the
score stayed 7-0.

Following the missed field
goal, Miramonte looked to take
advantage of an opportunity to tie
the game and possibly force over-
time. But with 2:36 left, Campo
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safety Tyler Rittenhour inter-
cepted a Miramonte pass and
sealed the win for the Cougars,
who at that point just juiced the
clock.

Campo fans started to rush
the field after the victory, not re-
alizing that there were still two
seconds on the clock, so everyone
was forced to wait on the side-
lines for those two seconds.
When the clock read triple zero,
Cougar faithful flooded the field
again. It was a total madhouse.

With the win, Campo im-
proves to 5-1 on the year, and the
Mats drop to 4-2.

Sammy Cohen (69), Tommy Stephens (8)
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Patricia Battersby, Ashley Battersby, Joan Cleveland, Joan Eggers, Joan Evans, Linda Friedman, Marianne Greene, Pamela Halloran, Dexter Honens II, Debbie Johnston, Hal Kaufman

Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega, Ann H. Ward, Dan Weil, Margaret Weil Zucker
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AS50CTATES

E S8 TATE

93 Moraga Road, Suite #103
Orinda, CA 94563
925¢254+0505

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm

1o learn more about Village Associates or to preview our listings please visit:

www.villageassociates.com
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1. Bruce Maxon, Loretta Mullins, Karen Murphy, Sue Olsen, Ben Olsen, Lara Olsen Williamson, Kurt Piper, Tara Rochlin, Judy Schoenrock, Ann Sharf, Steve Smith, Lynda Snell, Jeff Snell
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Ask for your Free $5.%2 Terzetto’s Coffee Card!

o1 25% Off all upstairs units*
. plus-Move in w/our
Truck Free

Al ARs

HEHTESPAC

o 1 g e 1 i

MORAGA 455 Moraga Rd.
Suite F (925)631-7000

www.5Aspace.com  * [st. 4 months - Exp. 11/30/08

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£ 925-377-0977

455 Center Street .

Complete Repair Shop
in the Rheem Valley
Shopping Center 9250377.6020

Wednesday, October 29, 2008

Shop locally whenever you can.

Only your support of our local businesses

will keep them open!

F irs t F r ldayat the Moraga Art Gallery

Friday Nov.7th 7-9pm  Free to the public.
Bob Wahrhaftig will discuss painting basics and
then he will set up a canvas and have each mem-
ber of the audience splash different colors on the
canvas till it is covered. Bob will use this mixture
as a starting point to paint a portrait of a model.
One lucky guest will take the finished painting
home in a free drawing.

Drinks and refreshments served.

Mon-Sat 9:30am - 9:30pm

Sun 11am - 6pm

35 -
594 Center Street,

Moraga, 631-1150

925 - 377 - 1908

St St Caffe

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

R Tl T il T
Now FREE WiFi - Internet!

Weraga Retreat Cuare

LUXURIOUS RUESIDENTIAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
Now in two Moraga locations.
Assistance with activities of the daily living,
medication management, home made meals, housekeeping
and laundry, entertainment and wellness programs.

Tel 925.376.CARE (2273) Fax 925.376.7137

moragaretreat@comcast.net

Lic#: 075601205

Camp Lisa
Dog31tt1ng

in my home

Lisa Gillett
1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
Moraga, CA 94556

(925)631-1063

VI aulou's

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

The UPS Store B

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste 1
Sat 9-4, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v Shipping ~ Notary Services
~ Coying, Finnishing  Postal Services
v Printing Services  Business Services

www.theupsstore.com

\30 Day Challenq& }
S L | —1Dsg Welght )

G Drop the'Inches .

Look and Feel Grea
= Guaranteed or Your Money Back!
| Cleanse Your Way to Better Health

“You Can Safely ose Pounds and Inches
Naturally Through Nutritional Cleansing”

OURMET¥®=®CAF

o't DELICATESSE & CATERING, COy, 22,
Hose o G

5

BLazew Hasms

e Fresh Cold Cuts
e Baked & Roasted

o Home made Soups & Pasta’s

LUEMET

L.

925-935-9397 .. 925-376-6528

www.wecaterit.com
Call 925-376-3667 484 Center Street
www.USA123.isagenix.com Moraga
]
Complete Tree Maintenance E 1 BE

Your Local Authority on Trees PROFESSIONAL EYECARE F P
ADV‘ AHC E Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, 0.D. TOZ

. Comp_rehensi\{e Visiqn Testing LEED

TREE SERVICE: et | | - Specialty Contact Lens Care pEcED

Lic.: #611120 WE 3528A ¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses —

FEREFDIE

1030 Country Club Drive, Suite A

Moraga ¢ (925)376-2020

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004

Familq & Cosmetic Deniisipq
Scott D. Lothamer, DDS

Moraga - 925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care
through Quality Dentistry l

Member: ADA « CDA » CCDS « AACD

T & T PAINTING

Steve Thaw, LICENSED CONTRACTOR Lic #616357 Bonded

Our Workmanship & Referrals Speak for Themselves

1

1

1

1 s FREE Estimates **

1 25 Years Experience * Located in Moraga
1
1

(925) 376-3380

Ken C. Young -

Fine Art Images

www.kc'youﬁgfinearﬁmages.com

Moraga Art Gallery

presents: Ce
P

§ Corr

Sfeatured Artists: s l,- i
Natalia Udaltso 3 I
&

painter
3169401

see the work of
local Artists
~ October 28 -
January 4

Rheem Shopping Center
between Long s & Loard'’s

“ONE WEEK FREE
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP”

KARDIO - KICKBOXING

The Karate & Fitness Place USA

KARATE
376-3667 CLASSES
1375 Moraga Way - Moraga sl:g":'llllp

E

(Moraga Shopping Center)

Terri quko i
MORAGA GARDEN
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs

Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

SHARON

Formerly from SIXTO’ S
925-286-2023

508 Center Street now at .
next door to Mountain Mike Pizza Reﬂexmn Salon

S

e Alarm Systems - Res. & Com.

Since
e Medical Alert Button 1989 ﬂ'
e CCTV

Global Security Systems &

i
i
s A
~ 346 Rheem Blvd. #202 e Moraga H"

(925) 377-8411 -
www.GlobalSecuritySystems.net = ﬁu

..H';

CANYON CONSTRUCTION

professional remodeling & custom homes

925 country club drive moraga ca

t925.376.3486 | f925.376.3503
www.canyonconstruction.com

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga
Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

Www.moragamotors.com

72
KIN CARE & HAIR SALON

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center) \

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Watch for Love Lafayette November 12t « Call for Advertising 925.377.0977






