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Don't miss a pair of stories

Mancinelli to Join the Moraga-Orinda Fire District Board

By Andrea A. Firth

he Moraga-Orinda Fire District Board

will have a new member seated at the
table at their meeting in December—one that
brings active fire fighting experience to the
position. Brook Mancinelli, who works as a
fire fighter in San Francisco, will join the
Board having defeated incumbent Gene Got-
tfried in race for the seat representing Divi-
sion 5. “I am pleased to have won. I'm glad

Advertising
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to have the opportunity to give something
back to the community that I live in,” states
Mancinelli. After growing up in the Sleepy
Hollow neighborhood, Mancinelli returned
to Orinda to raise his own family and lives
just 50 yards from his childhood home.
“One of the big reasons that I ran for the
Board is that I don’t want our Fire District to
face the financial problems that they are hav-

ing elsewhere.” Mancinelli wants to focus on
bringing the long-term pension and health-
care costs of the District under control. “The
District needs to be responsible for what they
can maintain,” he adds.

In the race for the Fire District Board
representative for Division 2, incumbent
Fred Weil defeated Bob Nelson to retain his
seat.
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County Connection to Cut Service Routes and Raise Fares

By Jean Follmer

s a result of severe budget shortfalls, the

Contra Costa County Transit Authority
(CCTA) needs to cut 74,600 service hours
(23%). CCCTA plans to make the cuts by re-
ducing its routes, eliminating mid-day free
rides, closing its transit center and increasing
its fares earlier than expected. The approved
fare increases that were expected to take place
on July 1, 2009, may take hold as early as
April 1, 2009. Fare changes follow:

CCCTA has scheduled six public work-
shops “to discuss cost saving measures which
include service reductions and fare increases
equivalent to 74,600 hours of service.” As of
this publication date, November 12, there are
two meetings left:

November 12, 2008 from 4:00-7:00 pm
at the Orinda Community Center and
November 13, 2008 from 4:00-7:00 pm
at the Pleasant Hill City Office

“We really are looking for community input.
People can drop in and we’ll be there through-
out the evening to answer questions,” said
County Connection Administrator Mary Bur-
dick. Burdick said they want the public to tell
them which routes they use most frequently
so CCCTA can determine where it can most
effectively cut services. CCCTA has two
route reductions options: either discontinue
weekend service and shorten the weekday

C rrent ffective April, 00
Ad It o th Cash 1.5 .00
Ad It o th Monthl Pass 53.00 0.00
Ad It oth1 Ride 1.00 0.00
Senior isa led Cash .85 1.00
Senior isa led 10AM PM ith R C Card ree 1.00
BAR ransfer Senior isa led .0 .50
Senior isa led 0 Ride 13.00 15.00
Comm ter Ad It Cashith BAR ransfer .0 3.00
CommterCard 0Bs 0BAR 3 .00 0.00
ransfers BAR .85 1,00
press B s Cash .00 .5
B sto B s ransfers ree ree
in Paratransit 3.00 .00

service from 6am-6pm or implement “selec-
tive service reductions requiring system
analysis.” If you’re unable to attend one of
the meetings, CCCTA has established a dedi-
cated e-mail link at www.cccta.org. “We have
already received a few e-mails from people

asking us to keep their route,” said Burdick.
For more information including detailed
maps of proposed route reductions in Lamor-
inda and throughout Contra Costa County,
visit www.cccta.org and click on “Spring
2009 Systemwide Service and Fare Changes.”
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Lamorinda Community

Calendar
City Council Tpm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road
Monday, November 24
Planning Comm. Tpm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road
Thursday, November 20
Design Review Tpm
Community Center, Manzanita Room
500 St Mary’s Road
Tuesday, November 25
Town of Lafayette:

http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

Take Your Tools and Leave

11/2/08 — Lafayette Police were sum-
moned to a Los Arabis Drive home to
calm a dispute between the homeowner
and a contractor over work being done at
the home. The dispute arose after the
homeowner told the contractor he planned
to rescind the contract and ordered the
contractor to gather his materials and leave
the property. The contractor became
rather upset and began cursing at the
homeowner and demanding payment.
The homeowner told the contractor to take
him to court and the contractor left with
his equipment.

Minor, Marijuana and Music

10/29/08 — An Acalanes student was ar-
rested on campus for possession of less
than 1 ounce of marijuana on school
grounds. The minor also happened to be
in possession of a stolen iPod. It is un-
known if the minor was listening to Pink
Floyd’s “Wish You Were Here” just prior
to the arrest.

Broken Passenger Windows at Oakwood
10/29/08 — An unknown suspect broke the
passenger windows of two vehicles
parked at Oakwood Athletic Club. One
owner was missing a nylon briefcase con-
taining his Dell laptop. The other owner is
missing a gym bag containing clothes and
an iPod. The computer was later recov-
ered after being sold on the street in Mont-
clair. The location of the gym bag and its
contents is unknown. A small, dark and
mysterious vehicle was seen circling the
lot just prior to the break-ins.

Speed Racer Found

10/31/08 — A minor was pulled over by
Lafayette Police on Happy Valley Road
near Sundown Terrace. The minor was
charged with “reckless driving” for driv-
ing in excess of 70 mph in a 25 mph zone.
The minor will appear in court on No-
vember 25.

(925) 339-1918

danagreen@rockcliff.com
DanaGreenTeam.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

Calendar, Notes, News

Wednesday, November 12, 2008

COMING SOON IN LAFAYETTE

1090 Marguerite Court
New Construction in Happy Valley

Incredible 4332sf Home Offering a Perfect
Marriage of East Coast Traditional Charm
& West Coast Casual Sophistication
Call for details, price & sneak preview

Historic Election Party Rocks the Plaza
By Cathy Tyson

With anod to the throngs of
people  gathered in
Chicago and Washington D.C.,
Lafayette’s Plaza Park was the
place to go to celebrate a new day
for our country, last Wednesday
evening, Cars drove by and honked
their horns, young children danced
on the grass, and flags hanging
from the trellises provided a back-
drop for this historic celebration.
Mike Anderson spoke pas-
sionately about what a momentous,
life changing event this is — electing

The Lamorinda Democratic Club's Craig Cheslog addresses the crowd

the first African American presi-
dent. Lynda Deschambault, Mor-
aga’s Mayor, recalled that “we’ve
gone through the good, the bad and
the ugly,” in this election and intro-
duced the top vote-getter (by ten
votes at press time) in the Moraga
Town Council race, Karen Men-
donca. Host Craig Cheslog of the
Lamorinda  Democratic ~ Club
(LDC) noted that Barack Obama is
only the third democrat in the last
century to win the majority of the
popular vote. He also commented

~ Photo Andy Scheck
that Obama has 2.5 million fans on
Facebook — a sign of what a cam-
paign can do by reaching out to
young people.

Despite having their hands
full trying to get local democratic
candidates elected, the LDC rallied,
pulling together this election party
together on short notice. Live
music, balloons, campaign buttons
and Obama cookies helped set the
celebratory tone of the night.

... continued on page 6
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« Custom Designed Jewelry
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« Expert Repair
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« Pearls Restrung
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: 50% off

; Watch Battery

I Now $5, Reg $10
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Usually installed while you wait.
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Submitted by Barry Hunau, Lafayette, cartoonsbybarry.com

Eden Comes to Lafayette
Long awaited senior housing nears fruition

By Cathy Tyson
It took five years to get to this
point, but additional senior
housing is finally coming to
Lafayette. Eden Housing, Inc. is
well on its way to having its land
use permit request granted. Both
the Planning Commission and the
Senior Housing Task Force ex-
pressed their enthusiastic support of
the project. Some paperwork on

Conditions and Findings needs to
be completed before the final okay,
which should be granted at the
Planning Commission’s next meet-
ing.

The proposed 52, 000 square
foot structure on .8 acre, will con-
tain 46 senior apartments. The cen-
tral location between Brown
Avenue and Blackwood Lane, next

to the Forge at 3426 Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, is ideal. Architect Van
Meter Williams Pollack designed
the three story building to be set
back from the street, and it features
two interior courtyards for the resi-
dents to enjoy. Almost all of the
units, 97%, will be deemed “af-
fordable.”

... continued on page 10

New Library Nearing Completion

By Cathy Tyson
Everything is Dbasically on
schedule for the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center (LLLC)
to open its doors in approximately
a year, in late fall of 2009. The
project is the first of its kind to in-
clude a unique collaboration of a
dozen arts, education and cultural
organizations — The Glenn
Seaborg Consortium. The over
30,000 square feet structure is
more than four times larger than
the current library, giving the col-
lection of 110,000 books and au-
diovisual materials, 42 computers,

186 reader seats, homework center
and more - room to breathe.
There was just one interest-
ing delay, having to do with the
granite. The master plan of fin-
ishes, paint colors and landscaping
goes through the design review
process just like every other proj-
ect in Lafayette. However, it took
about a year from the time the
granite - 80,000 square feet, the
equivalent of two acres - was iden-
tified until the recent delivery of a
current sample.
... continued on page 6

T & T PAINTING

Steve Thaw, LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Our Workmanship & Referrals Speak for Themselves

(925) 376-3380

25 Years Experience * Located in Moraga

steven_thaw@yahoo.com

Lic #616357 Bonded

e FREE Estimates e+

$45
$25
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World Class Spa Experience

Jacuzzi Sauna Steam Room Rainforest Shower

Voted Best Manicure!

by San Jose Mercury News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine

Holidays Massage Special
50min Swedish or Deep Tissue

Purchase of Two Massages required
2nd massage must be used within 30 days
Both massages must be used by the same person
See stores for other terms & conditions

Fall Pedicure Special

Spa Pedicure +
Free Sugar Scrub Exfoliation +
Free Callus Treatment

Gift Card Available. Party is welcome.

Thousands Retail / Boutique Products
Clothings, Shoes, Fashion Jewelleries, Bags, Skincare, ...

3589 Mt. Diablo Blud., Lafayette. CA

Open Daily 10am-7pm
Manicure - Pedicure - Massage Facial - Waxing

9252998877

o Sharp Bicycle o

Annual Fall

Clearance Sale

10%-40% off
Clothing and Bicycles

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square

284-9616

M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com
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Lamorinda Community

Calendar

City Council ~ 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo

Monday, December 10
November 26 canceled

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, November 17
7:30pm

Design Review
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, November 24
Park & Rec 7:30pm

Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, November 18

Liaison 8:00am
Fire Station

1280 Moraga Way
Friday, November 14

Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us

Taco Bell sign toast, 11/06/08 A
white female, approximately 18-
years-old, drove her Honda Pass-
port through the drive-through and
hit the electronic sign as she pulled
away from the drive up window,
and did not stop. Because a vigi-
lant employee noted her license
plate number, the young woman
was contacted at St. Mary’s Col-
lege in her dorm room. Must’ve
been anxious to enjoy her burrito.

Car vs. child, 11/02/08 At just
after 3:00 p.m. the police depart-
ment responded to a bicycle colli-
sion. Upon arrival, officers found
a young boy and a small green
bike under the rear tire of an SUV
stopped in the roadway. The 8-
year-old boy was treated for a bro-
ken leg and was transported to
Children’s Hospital for further
medical attention.

Smashing pumpkins, 11/01/08
Real ones, not the band. Around
10:30 p.m., a Del Monte Way res-
ident contacted police that some-
one smashed approximately 20
pumpkins in the roadway in from
of her home. The reporting person
had no idea who would do this.
Public Works to the rescue — they
came the next day to clean up.

Loud party, 11/01/08 Minutes
after midnight, police responded
to a Halloween party on Ascot
Drive. The residents were cooper-
ative, but cops stuck around to see
that the approximately 15 party
goers dispersed. A warning notice
was issued and the hosts were
warned of the repercussions
should this happen again.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Moraga’s New Council

By Sophie Braccini
As we go to press, the results of
the elections have not yet
been certified by the Contra Costa
Elections Division. Provisional
ballots still have to be verified and
the county has until December 2nd
to certify the outcome. Moraga
had three Council seats to fill;
Karen Mendonca and incumbent
Mike Metcalf have won two of
those seats. Candidates Howard
Harpham and Janice Kolbe have
only a seven vote difference be-
tween them. They are in 3rd and
4th place respectively and that
margin was not enough for
Harpham to feel comfortable
claiming victory.

“Janice and I agree on proba-
bly 90% of the issues,” said
Harpham, “T’ll be happy for her if
she ends up winning and of course
will be looking forward to sitting on
the Council if my 3rd place is con-
firmed.” Janice Kolbe added, “At

this point I would like to thank those
who voted for me and continue to
offer their support while we wait for
the final results.”

Karen Mendonca appears to
have squeezed out a very narrow
first place with an unofficial number
of 4,012 votes compared to incum-
bent Mike Metcalf’s 4002 votes, and
she feels ready to sit with the four
other Council Members. “Tknow all
of them,” says Mendonca, “T’'ve
talked with each of them, to Howard
and Janice during the campaign, and
I know Dave Trotter, Ken Chew, and
Mike Metcalf from their work on the
Council.” Mendonca is looking for-
ward to a Council committed to
working together, treating each other
with respect, and prioritizing in the
best interests of Moraga.

Mendonca sees her election as
a sign that people chose ethics and
professionalism over other issues.

... continued on page 10
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The Right Lender to Know™

“Thank you Gordon Steele and RPM for all of
your support and guidance. Special thanks
always to Gordon for all of nis talent and effort.”

-Matt and Edie, Homebuyers

925-627-7109

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele
CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

HPM

GORDON STEELE
Moraca

Land Use Initiatives:
“No on Both” Triumphs

By Sophie Braccini
oraga’s heated debate over
land use and open space

came to a conclusion on election
day, as Moraga voters voiced a clear
preference for the status quo. Meas-

ure K, also known as MOSO 2008,

which would have severely re-
stricted open space development,
was defeated with 56% of voters op-
posed to the initiative. The initiative
that favored more development,

Measure J, was soundly defeated as

86.5% of voters said “No.”

“We obviously are disap-
pointed in the election result, but feel
very good about what we tried to
do,” said Renata Sos, who worked
tirelessly over the past months in
favor of Measure K, “We worked
very hard to give the voters of Mor-
aga the opportunity to protect our
beautiful open space and preserve
our quality of life.”

Newly elected Council Mem-
ber Karen Mendonca supported the
measure as well: “T supported Meas-
ure K because [ believe that our
General Plan does not give enough
teeth to city leaders to protect our
ridgelines and sensitive lands. Ifcit-
izens want to amend the General
Plan we can review the guidelines

and make sure they are strong
enough.”
Howard Harpham was in the
“No on Both” camp: “I’'m glad
they both failed,” he said, adding
that he believed that Measure K was
particularly dangerous for the devel-
opment of Moraga. “Now if people
want to amend the General Plan we
will have a discussion,” he adds.
Mike Metcalf shares this point
of view, noting, “This vote is a tes-
tament to the sagacity of Moraga
people and we need to have grati-
tude to the “‘No-No’ people. I'm very
happy about the result,” he said.
Metcalf is not opposed to a discus-
sion about the General Plan but he
believes that the General Plan’s
goals, policies and implementation
programs are pretty effective, pro-
vided they are applied carefully and
consistently. “It was good to learn
that, during a recent Planning Com-
mission discussion regarding the
Rancho Laguna development, Plan-
ning Commissioners were testing
the project against the General Plan
— which is what they should be
doing — and asking that inconsis-
tencies be resolved,” added Metcalf.
... continued on page 10
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i PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

« Santa Visits Moraga December 13-19

+ Rent the Haceinda for your next party

+ Town Crier/Activity Guide due in
your mailbox by December 1

Fall Special on Tennis & Swim Memberships!
Golf Associate Memberships are also available.
The Club will waive the $500 application fee if you
submit your application by December 31, 2008.

LAMORINDA REAL ESTATE OFFERS IT ALL!

RESORT-LIKE LIVING!
86 SANDERS RANCH RD.
MORAGA

Completely updated custom home

& . Open Sunday 1-4

with a stunning “Garden Tour
featured” backyard. Over 3400 sqft
with 4 Br, 3.5 Ba. on .75 ac private lot
with pool, spa and outdoor kitchen.
OFFERED AT $2,049,000
WWW.86SANDERSRANCHRD.COM
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

359 DEERFIELD DR.,
MORAGA
This wonderful creekside home has
been extensively remodeled and
expanded to 4 Br, 3.5Ba with large
kitchen/family room. The lot is .37
acres with pool, lawn, patio and
plenty of play area.
OFFERED AT $1,150,000
WWW.359DEERFIELDDR.COM
CALL FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
180 EL TOYONAL,
ORINDA
New Construction! Fabulous custom
home with high end finishes, approx
2800 sqft, 4 Br, 3.5 Ba plus large
office on a .31 acre oak-studded lot

with lawns and patios.
OFFERED AT $1,449,000
WWW.180ELTOYONAL.COM

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Thinking of selling? Call us for a complimentary staging
{ and marketing evaluation of your house.

ORINDA - MORAGA - LAFAYETTE

| ELENA HOOD =

REAL ESTATE GROUP
(925)254-3030

WWW.ORINDA.COM

MORAGHA
JCOUNTRY
cELrp
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Contact Kevin Moss in membership, at 925.631.1913, or

Membership@moragacc.com for more info & an apphcatlon.

Our facilities are available to host your special event:

» Holiday Parties
* Receptions

» Golf Tournaments
* Reunions

* Bar & Bat Mitzvahs
» Wedding Ceremonies

Contact Kori Campbell, the Club’s Catering Director,
for more details: 925.631.1903, or Kori@moragacc.com.




Page: 4

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Lamorinda Community
Ivy Drive Gets A Speed Cushion

Calendar
City Council Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, November 18

Planning Comm. Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, November 25

Public Safety Comm. 7pm
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way
Wednesday, November 13

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 9am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way
Monday, December 1

Revenue Enhancement Task
Force Community Workshop
De Rey School Auditorium ~ 7pm

Wednesday, November 12

Town of Orinda:

http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us
Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orindachamber.org
¢ local businesses

* upcomming events

ORINDA

Auto burglary, 11/05/08 An un-
known suspect forced entry into a
locked Honda CRV on Avenida de
Orinda and removed an undis-
closed amount of property valued
at $350.

Identity theft, 11/04/08 A Mead-
owview Road resident went to
Citibank to open an account. At
the bank, he was told that his so-
cial security number was flagged
by his other bank, Washington
Mutual, as fraudulent. The victim
has no idea how his social security
number was compromised.

Auto burglary, 10/31/08 A 2002
Lexus SUV was parked at Wagner
Ranch Elementary School in, where
else, the parking lot. An unknown
suspect forced entry into the car by
smashing the front window. The
owner’s Nordstrom briefcase was
missing along with an upscale pen
containing gold flakes. Unfortu-
nately the owner’s financial infor-
mation was inside the briefcase.
Estimated total loss $800.

Speed racer, 10/31/08 A 22-year-
old white male led police on a high
speed car chase reaching speeds of
up to 100 m.p.h. It started at
Camino Pablo and Brockwood,
and ended at the intersection of
Highway 24 and Highway 13. Po-
lice noted the license plate number
and will follow up with the regis-
tered owner who lives in Moraga.
If that’s his “trick” for Halloween,
I’m sure he’ll love the “treat” the
cops will have for him.

By Andrea A. Firth
Following more than two hours

of presentation, public com-
ment, and discussion, the Orinda
City Council approved the installa-
tion of a single speed cushion on Ivy
Drive abutting the properties at 46
Ivy and 2 Crown Court. Council
Members Amy Worth and Sue Sev-
erson and Mayor Victoria Smith
voted in favor of the speed cushion,
while Council members Steve
Glazer and Tom McCormick both
abstained from the vote.

Finding a solution to the traf-
fic problems on Ivy Drive—a thor-
oughfare that stretches from Del
Rey Elementary School at the north
end to Miramonte High School at
the south end with Orinda Interme-
diate School in the middle—has
been the focus of a neighborhood
action group and Orinda’s Traffic
Safety ~ Advisory  Committee
(TSAC) for over two years. Based
on the input from multiple neigh-
borhood and committee meetings,
circulated petitions, and finally polls
of the Ivy Drive residents on the pro-
posed traffic calming options, TSAC
presented the Council with a three-
part recommendation including a
stop sign, additional speed limits
signs, and the single speed cushion.

Questions were raised during
the public comment portion of the

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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discussion regarding how the polls
were conducted and who was able
to vote. “I believe the process was
manipulated,” stated Tim Millette, a
TSAC member. Millette told the
Council that he felt it was inappro-
priate that an email had circulated
indicating how residents had voted
in the poll and that the polling re-
sponse deadline had been extended
after the voted had failed the first
time.

The process of identifying a
solution to the Ivy Drive traffic woes
has been confounded by the fact that
separate and slightly different guide-
lines exist for TSAC to follow for
implementing traffic calming meas-
ures and installing speed cushions.
Despite the challenges presented by
the lack of alignment between the
two sets of guidelines, Vice Mayor
Severson, who has worked closely
with TSAC, felt the spirit and intent
of the guidelines had been adhered
to and she encouraged her fellow
Council Members to move forward
with the speed cushion. “The [Ivy
Drive] neighbors have been request-
ing relief for a long time,” stated
Severson.

Council  Member  Mc-
Cormick, while supportive of speed
cushions as an effective traffic calm-
ing measure, was bothered by the

lack of confidentiality of the neigh-
borhood poll and how the poll was
conducted. “Every property that
touches Ivy Drive should be noticed
and have the opportunity to vote,”
stated McCormick. Councilman
Glazer, who stated that he also sup-
ports the concept of speed cushions
and worked to have them installed
in his own neighborhood, acknowl-
edged the difficulty in obtaining a
super majority of neighbors in
agreement with the speed cushion.
Glazer expressed concern over the
Council’s ability to consistently in-
terpret and apply the traffic calming
measure guidelines to other situa-
tions in the future due to the lack of
alignment in the current process.

TSAC’s recommendation to
install additional speed limit signs
along Ivy Drive was passed unani-
mously by the Council. However,
the Council did not support the in-
stallation of a one-way stop sign on
Arroyo Drive at Ivy Drive. Two
other speed cushions that TSAC has
considered as further traffic calming
measures for the street did not meet
either the super majority required
through polling of the neighborhood
or were refused by the property
owners who directly abut the pro-
posed cushion placement.
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Orinda

Residential and
Restoration
Painting Services

Meticulous attention to detail
37 years of satisfied customers

David Collins, Orinda

925-254-6882

The Future of

Orinda’s Commercial Downtown Looks Bright

By Sophie Braccini
€€ e all want more restau-
rants, shops and services
in the downtown,” says Orinda
Mayor Victoria Smith, “as a small
city with limited funds we can best
encourage revitalization by provid-
ing zoning and planning require-
ments that incentivize property
owners to redevelop their older
buildings in order to attract more
tenants.” Working on that plan was
the mission imparted to a Task Force
that was formed fourteen months
ago, bringing together residents and
experts.

On October 28th the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce hosted the
first public presentation of the plan.
“This demonstrates the close rela-
tionship between the Chamber and
the town,” said Chamber President
Keith Miller, before adding that this
process was vital to the local econ-
omy which has been stagnant for too
long. Presenters were Bruce Bur-
rows, Amy Worth and Thomas Mc-
Cormick, each representing a
subcommittee: commercial, process
and residential.

The Commercial subcommit-
tee worked on options to revitalize
the downtown into a vibrant village
with a mix of retail, residential and
office uses. “We really need the de-

velopment,” said Richard Westin, a
Planning Commissioner who partic-
ipated on the task force, “fiscally we
always need more money, our roads
are a disaster.”

“Revitalization has been on
the table for fifteen years,” added
Orinda Council Member Tom Mc-
Cormick, “besides the increase of
property taxes and sales taxes that
the project will generate, one of the
reasons to make the downtown
more of a village is the needs ex-
pressed by our population that’s

reaching retirement age.” In Orinda,
50% of the residents are in that cat-
egory; most of them want to stay in
Orinda, but may be in their large
homes. The consensus on the task
force was that increasing the num-
ber of residential units downtown
would both provide a solution for
the aging population while increas-
ing shopping.

Bruce Burrows presented pic-
tures and simulations of what the
new city center could look like.

... continued on page 7

Incumbents Win in Orinda
By Andrea A. Firth and Lee Borrowman

Steve Glazer at Tuesday night's Europa Restaurant election party

In contrast to the sweeping
changes in Congress and state
governments across the nation last
week, the face of Orinda’s City
Council will remain unchanged. In-
cumbents Victoria Smith and
Steven Glazer won their bids to re-
turn to the Council for another four
years. Mayor Smith placed first in
the race with 38.8% of the vote,
Councilman Glazer took a close
second with 36.9%, and the chal-
lenger Robert Larsen trailed the in-
cumbents with 23.7%.

On election night, Glazer
gathered with about fifty of his sup-
porters and a few colleagues in
front of the large screen televisions
at Europa. In the crowd were fellow

“Photo Andy Scheck

Council Members Sue Severson
and Tom McCormick and Orinda
City Manager Janet Keeter. The at-
mosphere was festive and hopeful
as kids played and adults mingled.
Shortly after 8:30, prelimi-
nary local election results came in,
and the group erupted in a chant of
"Four More Years!" Glazer thanked
his supporters, but his victory
speech was interrupted by another
winner of the evening as Barack
Obama appeared on the large
screen ready to speak to the throngs
of well wishers in Grant Park and
the nation watching. Glazer quickly
wrapped up as all turned their at-
tention to the President-elect.
... continued on page 10
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restigious 24 Acre Sleepy Hollow
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by Appointment, Price Upon Request.
Many Pics/Info on Our Website.
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Voted Walnut Creek's Best MuIti-Fan;in .

Development, 2008! Classic Luxury Condos
from $379,000 in a High-tech, Security Building
Close to Town, on the Iron Horse Trail.
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¢ Flowers

e Personalized Service

Orinda

- Open Daily -

196 Moraga Way
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Nurture your garden at

McDonnell
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A Civilian POW in the Turmoil of WWII

By Sophie Braccini

ho remembers Wake Is-
land? For most of us, the
war in the Pacific started with the
bombing of Pearl Harbor and
moved to the Philippines before
encompassing the whole Orient.
But four hours after attacking
Pearl Harbor, the Japanese Army
swarmed Wake Island, an atoll
2000 miles south west of Hon-
olulu where the U.S. Navy was
building a base. Young Herb
Brown, a twenty two year old
civilian, was taken by surprise
along with 450 marines and some
1200 civilians. The young man
endured forty four months of the
harshest captivity, which reduced
his body to eighty nine pounds
and stripped him of his humanity.
Now an 89 year old resident
at Aegis in Moraga, Brown wants
to testify about his piece of his-
tory. “We were attacked four
hours after Pearl Harbor,” he re-
members, “we had received a tel-
egraphic communication about
the attack but were completely
unprepared.”
After repulsing a first at-
tempted Japanese landing, the
Americans were outnumbered by

Herb Brown in his apartment at Aegis

Photo Sophie Braccini

reinforced enemy troops and the
atoll fell on December 23rd,
twelve days after the first attack.

“I was petrified when it
started,” remembers Brown. The
Marines gave him a gun and he
defended the atoll ace with the
rest of them. “We were out num-
bered ten to one, they had fifty
three ships, two aircraft carriers
and planes. They had blown up
seven out of our 10 planes on the
first day.” The US relief party that
had been assembled was ordered
to turn around and never reached
Wake, leaving it easy prey.

“I was prisoner on the island
for a few days and then sent to the
Chinese camp of Woosung on a
Japanese boat named the Nitta
Maru,” recalls Brown, “the place
had been deserted and was dilap-
idated. There started 44 months
of captivity that took me to 4 dif-
ferent camps in China and Japan,
each time getting to a worse
place.”

The former prisoner of war
does not like to relive this painful
past. Ann Randolf, a therapist at
Aegis, helps him with remember-
ing and putting things in writing.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

“You have no idea what it’s like to
wake up every morning to the
sight of a gun and bayonet, to be
constantly threatened and beaten,
to see your companions being ex-
ecuted, to be constantly starving.”
Brown believes he owes his life to
his “nasty disposition”; otherwise
he thinks it would have been eas-
ier to just give up and die. “I was
a trouble maker, I would have
done anything to survive; cheat,
steal. The sadism you are ex-
posed to brings out the worst in
human beings.”

When he came back in
1945, weighing 89 pounds, no
military service was there for him.
No financial help, no doctors,
nothing. His mother took care of
him. He learned to eat normally
again and started to fight the dis-
eases he had contracted in the
camps: malaria, dysentery, and
beriberi, a nervous system ailment
caused by vitamin B1 deficiency.
If he is today in a wheel chair,
Brown owes it to that condition.

In 1985, one year after his
retirement, he finally got an hon-
orable discharge from the US
Navy and received veteran status.
His standing remains confused
since he was never a registered
combatant. Interestingly enough,
Brown spent most of his profes-
sional life in the Orient in interna-
tional trades. His apartment at
Aegis contains some of the art
pieces he gathered. Brown lived
in Rossmoor until 8 years ago
when he lost his wife of 63 years.
His best friend, who lives in Mor-
aga, enticed him to move to
Aegis.

Candice Moses, the market-
ing director at Aegis, has heard
Herb tell his stories many times
and was touched by it. She is
looking for ways for the old POW
to connect with local veterans
with whom to share his story. To
contact Herb Brown, call Aegis at
925 377-7900.
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Pamela Halloran,
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Village Associates
(925) 323-4100

\/llage

REAL ESTATE

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com

In your corner,
more important
than ever
Put my 20+ years
of experience to
work for you!
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1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com
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When you have Lasik surgery,
you’ll want the University
of California behind you.

This might be the most important decision you make this year.

You'll want the experience and the expertise of the University

of California going for you. We’'ll evaluate you, answer your

questions, and put you in the hands of one of the top-rated

schools of vision care in the country. We take most insurance

plans and accept all major credit cards. Why wait to call us?

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a week www.caleyecare.com 510.642.2020
Free parking with appointments. Walk over or use our free shuttle!
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LAMORINDA Community -

Historic Election Party Rocks the Plaza

Friday, November 21, from 7:30am - 9:00am

Guest Speaker: Lafayette Mayor Mike Anderson
Temple Isaiah, 3800 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

Breakfast graciously provided by Susan Foord Catering.

S

Begin the holiday season in a significant and meaningful way.

Thanksgiving Breakfast

Presented by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

Music will be performed by Qued Up,

an a capella quintet.
$15 per person.

.. continued from page 2
Nancy Skinner, who won for
Assembly District 14, along with
Mark DeSaulnier, winner of the
Senate District 7 contest, had inspir-
ing remarks. Unfortunately Orinda
City Council Members were unable
to attend due to a city meeting con-
flict. Both incumbents, Steve Glazer
and Victoria Smith, won their races.

It was an incumbent sweep in
Lafayette. Although he’s concerned
about the state budget, Mayor Mike
Anderson was happy to be re-
elected, “We’ve got the team back
together, thanks to the voters.” Carl
Anduri said he’s, “excited for an-
other four years.” Carol Federighi
was unable to attend.

In Moraga, Mike Metcalf and
Karen Mendonca clearly won two
of the three Town Council seats. At
press time it was too close to call —
Howard Harpham and Janice Kolbe
are in a dead heat for the third seat,
with only a seven vote difference be-
tween them.

With the audience occasion-

ally cheering, “Yes, we can” young
and old came together to celebrate
on this clear cool evening what this
election means to our country. An-
derson summed it up, “Feels like a
new day - with change echoing
through neighborhoods all across
the country.”

or by visiting our website at www.lafayettechamber.org.

Reservation required by November 19th

By

Reservations Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

at 925-284-7404

Delivering Mail and a Helping Hand
By Cathy Tyson

Good Samaritan Jeovani Abenoja, and Chuck Jenkins on the Jenkins'back deck Photo Cathy Tyson

It was Betty and Chuck Jenk-
ins’ lucky day. Turns out their
regular carrier technician, Jeo-
vani Abenoja is the Safety Cap-
tain of the Lafayette Post Office
and is First Aid certified through
the American Red Cross. Who
knew those skills would come in
handy on a recent Thursday af-
ternoon?

Abenoja, 23, who has been
working for the Postal Service
since he was 19, was making the
usual delivery rounds in a rela-
tively remote area on the city lim-
its. Chuck Jenkins, 85, a retired
Captain of the SS Jeremiah
O’Brien during World War I, had
just suffered a fall in the back-
yard, cutting his leg, breaking
two fingers and dislocating his
thumb. Abenoja offered his as-
sistance; Betty Jenkins gratefully

accepted. “He’s a fine young
man, and was a great help,” she
said.

“The Jenkins and I have
been good friends for over two
years, and I’'m glad I was able to
do something nice for them, and
show them how much I care. 1
would do it again in a heartbeat!”
said Abenoja.

Jenkins was seen later that
day by his regular physician, who
put a cast on his right arm, but
has now made a complete recov-
ery. He is happy to demonstrate
that he’s regained his strong
handshake, despite his injuries.

Not one to blow his own
horn, Abenoja is mandated to re-
port assistance, if given. There
really are Good Samaritans out
there, sometimes they’re just un-
dercover.

Motorists Duped into Dumping Dough at Dealerships

ederal Law states a manu-
facturer cannot deny any

warranty claim due to mainte-
nance being performed by an

independant

repair  shop.

Many consumers have been
led to believe that they are re-
quired to return to the dealer-
ship for maintenance of their
vehicle. This is not true ac-
cording to the law. In fact it is
illegal for any dealership to
state or imply that your vehi-
cle must be serviced by them
to keep the warranty valid.

Recent repair shop comparison has been performed:

New Library Nearing Completion

... continued from page 2

Unfortunately, during that
time, the quarry had dug progres-

Lafayette City Manager Steve Falk leading a hard hat tour of the new library

Photo provided

portant to have a free resource for
the whole community to use.”

of the project. Back in November
02004, an $11.9 million grant was
awarded to LLLC by the California
Public Library Construction and
Renovation Bond Board. Finally,
the Lafayette Redevelopment
Agency just issued “A” rated, dou-
ble tax free bonds on October 29,
2008. They are available in $5,000.
increments through Piper Jaffray.
Killefer Flammang Architects
of Santa Monica worked diligently
incorporating new and old into the
cutting edge structure. The building
features: recycled teak, low-¢ win-
dows, a separate teen area, three
group study rooms, a community
meeting room, large adult area with
quiet zone, storytelling and class
visit space for thirty children, an Art

Orinda Motors Dealership sively further into the mountain and Although quite abithasbeen  and Science Discovery Center, a
Service Keeps Your Warranty Valid Yes v Yes v the delivered product had large  accomplished, obviously there is  space for “Old Betsy,” and a used
Factory Trained Technicians Yes v Yes v pink blotches throughout the stone. ~ more construction work to be com-  book store. Other highlights include
State of the Art Diagnostic Equipment Yes v Yes v According to Ann Merideth, Com-  pleted. According to Merideth, the ~ windows in the shape of the big dip-
Access to Factory Repair and Service Info Yes / Yes v/ munity Development Director, “a  two buildings - the Library and  per, a very unique artistic solar fire-
Tires ?nd Alignment Yes v/ Some new granite has been selected, and ~ Community Hall — are framed and ~ place with prisms, and what will
Emissions Testing Yes v Some . ’ el . .
. . it is on order. the roof structures and utilities are ~ surely be the best looking public
On-Site Rental Service Yes v Some . . L. .
Complimentary Vehicle Pickup & Delivery Yes Some Kathy Me.rchant, Premdenif of in plgce. Alsq the interior walls  restrooms in town.
Trust- Always Get What You Pay For Yes Some the Lafayette Library and Learning ~ creating the different rooms are
Excellent Customer Service Yes v Some Center Foundation, says the Board ~ framed and the structure for the  Glenn Seaborg
Green Business Yes v 1 (inCCC) of Trustees and dozens of volun-  solar panels is in place. The win- Consortium Partners:
Open Door Shop Polic;y . Yes v No teers have been hard at work onthe  dows and metal roof panels come  California Shakespeare Theater
LOC?HY Ownefl /F amlly Business Yes v No $4 million Open Doors, Open next. With the recent rain, crews  Chabot Space & Science Center
While You Wait! Drive Through Service Yes v No Minds initiative with the goal of  have been working hard to water  Commonwealth Club of California
Access to Your Vehicles Technician Yes v No . : .
. raising money to increase open  proof the structure. Greenbelt Alliance
Conveniently Located In Your Home Town Yes v No h d . d Public art has b d L
Local Community Support and Involvement Yes No ours, expand programming, an ublic art has been approve John F. Kennedy University
enrich the collection. They are by the Redevelopment agency.  John Muir Health System
: e working hard to reach the half-way ~ Brian Goggin and Kana Tanakaare | indsay Wildlife Museum
@7 For Conven lence, Val ue and HoneSty’ ! * | | milestone by the end of this year.  the lucky winners for the Outdoor  Qakland Museum
e Orinda Motors is the Best Choice! "5+ | | Picking just a few words to de-  Plaza Corridor and the Children’s  Qakland Zoo
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ROSSMOOR - THE BAY AREA s BEST KEPT REAL ESTATE SECRET

Rossmoor is a nationally recognized, award
winning senior adult community, for age
55+. Located on 2200 acres in a
picturesque valley in Walnut Creek, this gated |
community offers excellent recreational
facilities, including 27 holes of NCGA-rated

Ll
(—

scribe the new library, Merchant
said, “innovation, community
building, and transparency.” She
reflects on these trying economic
times, “now more than ever, it’s im-

Activity Deck.

On the financial front, the
Lafayette Community Foundation
has raised and donated a staggering
$12.5 million towards construction

Saint Mary’s College of California
University of California Institute
of Governmental Studies
Lawrence Hall of Science

e

$593,500 2658 Saklan Indian Drive #2 $450,000 6506 Horsemans Canyon Drive I,499,000

Fabulous 2 bedroom, 2 bath with large den.  Newly remodeled! 2 bedrooms, 2 baths. Single family home. 3 bedroom - 3 bath -
Over 1640 sq.ft and magnificent views. 1477 sq.ft. Unique remodel with openedup  family room - sun room. Over 2800 sq.ft.
Fireplace, cedar closets plus garage and carport. kitchen. Garage. Priced to sell at $450,000. Fantastic views. Will consider trade.

NO STEPS! Must see to appreciate.

golf, 3 community swimming facilities, a
fitness center, 8 outdoor tennis courts, lawn
bowling and miles of beautiful hiking trails.

3201 Rossmoor Parkway #2

Outstanding golf course setting. 2 bedroom,
2 bath condo with formal living room &
spacious kitchen. Beautiful patio, updated
carpet, custom paint in designer colors,
plantation shutters.

Call Janet McCardle at (925) 287-3336.

$733,000 3288 Terra Granada Drive #3C

For over 40 years Rossmoor Realty has
marketed & sold exclusively in Rossmoor,
becoming the most successful real estate
office serving this unique community.

Call Kathryn Davi at (925) 287-3334. Call The Nielsen Team at (925) 287-3362.

Call Ann Cantrell at (925) 639-7970.

Rossmoor Realty has the best and most
professional agents, and since we work solely
in Rossmoor, we have unmatched market
expertise.

Talk to the Rossmoor Experts Today.

(925) 932-1162

www.rossmoorrealty.com

| ) Rossmoor Realty

1641 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek, CA 94595

[ | [ . s .
&F ' _ Rossmoor Realty is a Division of Rossmoor Properties Inc.

T = ot
6514 Horsemans Canyon $1,675,000 2756 Tice Creek Drive #8 $279,900 2105 Cactus Court #I

3 bedrooms, 3 baths. [0+ view from deck!  Designer Toupin Remodel! 2 bedrooms, Very special unique home with almost
Custom designed kitchen/family room with | bath, new kitchen features granite counters, 1700 sq.ft. Totally remodeled, beautiful private
fireplace single family home in prestige location. stainless steel appliances, glazed cabinetry, bath garden. Garage & carport.

2 car attached garage. Amenities galore. Seller  w/walk-in shower. Inside laundry. Designer
financing - hurry! features throughout. Reduced 40K - hurry!
Call Robert Parrish at (925 ) 287-3364. Call Rose Fox at (925) 287-3341.

2157 Golden Rain Road #13 $149,500

A smashing view! A great value, clean as a
whistle two bedroom with fresh paint, fresh
carpet, enclosure, built-in micorwave, newer
dishwasher, double sink.

$895, 000

b

Call Dee Littrell at (925) 212-2418. Call Ann Cantrell at (925) 639-7970.
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Moraga as a College Town?
By Sophie Braccini

' " -.'|
< i Tkl !
- . [N
Firiime
p ! ; ..,.-|-.-1
f

F-—-hr'_"* =

'-"".'F"*:'

SMC's Neal McSherry with the Terzetto's banner b)'/ the gym on game day

en she attended the last
Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce meeting Roos Pal, owner of
Terzetto Cuisine, heard music to
her ears -- a way for her business
to reach and attract the students
that live on the nearby St Mary’s
College (SMC) campus. As Neal
McSherry, SMC’s Director of
Ticket Sales, unfolded his plan to
encourage student attendance at
athletic games, the business com-
munity saw an opportunity to pro-
vide incentives alongside the
campus for students to come and
shop in town.

Photo Edy Schwartz

“We have set up a system of
points that the students will earn as
they come and cheer,” explained
McSherry. “The college has set in
place a tracking system that allows
us to automatically update the stu-
dents’ points. The points earn them
prizes and benefits.” McSherry
thinks that the business community
could be involved at two different
levels: first by giving out coupons
or merchandise to students who go
and support campus sports and sec-
ond, the businesses themselves
could be part of the reward system.
The St Mary’s group has identified

twenty one local businesses that
could interest students.

“I think this is great,” says
Pal. “I had been looking at ways to
reach the students and had tried to
talk to different people but had not
been very successful. The oppor-
tunity presented at the Chamber
was exactly what I was looking
for.” Wasting no time, McSherry
and Pal launched the first opera-
tion on Sunday November 9th.
Terzetto offered 200 “2 for 17
lunch coupons to the first students
to come to the women'’s basketball
home game. Additionally, she
gave out four $25 gift cards for
students reaching a certain level of
points. Pal is planning to continue
working with the campus to pro-
vide them with new and interest-
ing things on an ongoing basis.

“The college expects about
1200 visitors for each basketball
game this season,” says Moraga
Chamber President Edy Schwartz,
“we can find opportunities for our
Moraga businesses to provide serv-
ices or package discount plans for
those games.”

Schwartz would like to see
folks come for an early dinner at one
of Moraga’s local establishments, or
stop by afterwards for a drink or
dessert to top off the evening. To en-
tice SMC students to Shop Moraga
First and work toward the integra-
tion of the college and the Town of
Moraga has always been a key ele-
ment in her platform.

... continued on page 11

The Future of

Orinda’s Commercial Downtown Looks Bright

.. continued from page 4
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“We are thinking of three to
four story buildings with retail at the
street level and offices or living units
upstairs.” The group studied exam-
ples like the vibrant University Av-
enue in Palo Alto and the 55’ high
Mercantile building in Lafayette.
“We want to leave open doors to
trigger the creativity of designers
and architects,” says McCormick,
“there are ways to build such units
in a very attractive way with larger
and smaller units, including some
affordable ones.” The group does
not want to change the character of
the town: “There are two types of
areas in Orinda,” adds McCormick,
“the hills are semi-rural and the
downtown can become a village
with interesting stores and street
side cafés.”

In order to achieve “green”
development in the downtown the
choice of the task force is to provide
incentive rather than setting rules.
“Through history we’ve seen that re-
strictive rules have produced a dead
downtown,” says McCormick, “be-
cause that doesn’t work, we want to
provide incentives.” A very enthu-
siastic promoter of sustainable con-
struction  practices  himself,
McCormick sees flex cars and shut-
tles, bi-and-tricycles and solar en-
ergy, all provided by developers
who will receive a benefit in return.

To start convincing the many
property owners in the center of
Orinda, the members of the task
force are meeting with all of them
and advocating some type of coop-

eration. “Their first response is that
they don’t want to make changes be-
cause the town makes it difficult and
the rents are low,” recognizes Mc-
Cormick. “One of my ideas to
streamline the process is to replace
the long public hearings by a docu-
ment presenting the project that
property owners could get their
neighbors to sign. One of our big
ideas in Orinda is to have neighbors
come together and plan together.”

But on its road to revitaliza-
tion Orinda needs to meet some
more challenges. Highway 24 and
BART cut the city center in half. “It
is dysfunctional,” acknowledges
Westin, “we have to live with it, pos-
sibly create some walkways with
more interesting beautification.”
McCormick agrees that solving this
problem would be very expensive
“ideally we would build a pedestrian
walkway from the theater to the vil-
lage, with stores on both sides like
the Ponte Vecchio.”

Directly linked to this aspect
of the topography is the difficult
economic situation of Theater
Square. “We had it working in 2000
when Intraware had a derogation to
have its offices on the ground floor
of the Square,” recalls McCormick,
“the foot traffic generated by the
business helped all the retail around
it.” As part of the new plan, the re-
zoning of Theater Square would
allow non-retail options on the
ground floor in the back of the pro-
fessional building.

Ultimately, it’s the residents

DOWNTOWN ZONING & PLANNING AREAS

Theatre
Square

who will make the decision. Start-
ing as early as next month, a series
of workshops will be conducted to
get resident’s ideas and comments.
“I want to encourage all residents to
attend the upcoming public work-
shops and provide input about how
our downtown will look, feel and
operate in the years to come,” urges
Smith. “T hope the public will par-
ticipate,” adds McCormick, “one
problem in Orinda is that people
who live here work very hard; it’s
often the same vocal minority that
shows up. We really need to get
people from all walks of life.”

based on equity raised.

1:1-‘ Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

\ OMNI Bl ()]s(*l dﬂe

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. « Member FINRA/SiPC
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To OrRDER YOUR
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Fresh, Free e Turkeys
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COMPLETE
THANKSGIVING FAMILY

DINNER
$149.99

Our dinner includes a 12-14 1b. Dietsel, range grown turkey, fully cooked and ready to
warm up, stuffing, mashed potatoes, fresh green bean medley, turkey gravy, cranberry
brandy sauce, Cake Box Parker House rolls, fresh Upper Crust pumpkin pie
and whipped cream to serve.

SERVES 8-10 ORDER FROM THE DELI DEPARTMENT

LAFAYETTE
925-283-0737
3615 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Celebrating Food
for Over 40 Years

Family owned
and operated

A
VB —N
ALAIN PINEL
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REALTORS

revolutionized Bay Area real estate
practices in 1990.

Nearly two decades later,
we still are.

We are proud to call
Lamorinda our neighborhood.

After all, we're neighbors, too.

ORINDA | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 215 925.258.1111

Create a BIG
Memory

Pixel J’fm DOST

Make Prints on Canvas & Fine Art Papers

331 Rheam Blwd.
Moraga
ATE-TH6

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK,
CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

ﬁEPRESIDIO
EXCHANGE ADVISORS

1031 Replacement Property Solutions
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Lafayette’s Town Hall Theater’s pres-
ents Miracle on 34th Street. Nov. 22nd
— Dec. 28th. Contact the Town Hall
Theatre Company Box Office for exact
dates and times. 925-283-1557
www.thtc.org

The resonant tones of the Sonos
Handbell Quartet team up with the dy-
namic voices of the San Francisco
Choral Artists for the perfect concert to
welcome the holiday season at 8pm on
Sat., Dec. 6 at Saint Mary's College in
Moraga. Suggested Donation: $25 gen-
eral; $20 seniors (65+); $12 Saint
Mary's College faculty, staff and non-
SMC students; $2 SMC students. Call
925.631.4381 or visit www.stmarys-
ca.edu for reservations.

Celebrating its 43rd year, Wom-
enSing presents a holiday program,
“O Holy Night,” with a galaxy of choral
selections. Led by Artistic Director
Martin Benvenuto, and accompanied by
Paul Caccamo, WomenSing is a 50-
member auditioned chorus, based in
Orinda. Wednesday, Dec. 10th at the
Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49
Knox Drive, at 8pm. For ticket informa-
tion go to www.womensing.org, or call
925-974-9169. Tickets: $20 General,
$25 Premium, $18 Senior, $10 Student.

Capa Holiday Nutcracker- Fri., Dec
12th — 7pm, Sat., Dec 13th — 2pm &
7pm and Sun. Dec. 14th — 2pm. Tick-
ets: www.capadance.net or 925-376-
2454.

Student Matinees: If your child's school
class would like to come to a Student
Nutcracker performance, please contact
Nancy Falk at nancy.falk@gmail.com.

7 Dheem
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Coming Soon

Nov 7
MADAGASCAR
ESCAPE 2 AFRICA
Nov 14
QUANTUM OF SOLACE
Nov 19
BOLT TWILIGHT

Please give us your thoughts
and ideas as we spruce up and re-
furbish our RHEEM THEATRE
Email us at js@earthlink.net
Jim Sheehan and Tom Peterson
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Erika Henningsen as the Velveteen
Rabbit and Kathryn G. McCarty as the
Skin Horse in the Galatean Players En-
semble Theatre 14th Year Anniversary
production of the popular children's mu-
sical Whiskers! (an adaptation of
Margery Williams’ classic "The Vel-
veteen Rabbit") by Caroline Altman
playing at the Lesher Center for the
Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek,
Dec. 13-20. For tickets, call (925) 943-
SHOW(7469).

A Holiday Art Walk will take place
Dec. 6th in downtown Lafayette, 0am-
6pm. Residents and visitors will take a
walking tour of the downtown area vis-
iting businesses who are hosting indi-
vidual artists. This entrée to the holiday
season allows shoppers to find unique
artwork by local artists as well as to be-
come acquainted with Lafayette’s di-
verse business community. Sponsored
by the Lamorinda Art Alliance and the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce.

The Moraga Art Gallery presents a
new group show, "Celebrate"— through
January 4th. The Gallery is doubly fea-
turing the work of 2 artists: Terri
Durkovic, a jewelry designer following
a life-long passion for creating wearable
art. She is constantly collecting semi
precious stones, pearls, shells, wood
beads and precious metals to include in
her designs. Natalia Udaltsova is a
painter and artist who loves life and
people, and this is reflected in her paint-
ings. Moraga Art Gallery, 570 Center
St,. Rheem Valley Shopping Center/
next to Longs Drugs Moraga. Open
Tuesday through Sun., 12-5 pm,
925.376.5407.

The Lafayette Gallery is celebrating
the holidays with "Lightly Seasoned:

- N
=

Fine Art with a Dash of Holiday Spirit."
Through Dec 24th. The gallery member
artists are displaying original fine art,
paintings, prints, watercolors, photogra-
phy, jewelry and ceramics. Artis a per-
fect gift for the holiday season that can
be cherished for many a season to
come. Gallery Hours: 11-5 pm Tue. —
Sat., 50 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette.
925-284-2788.

DVC Holiday Art Sale: Pottery, Jew-
elry, Prints and Photography by DVC
faculty and students DEC 8-11th 9 am
- 7pm 321 Golf Club Road Pleasant
Hill in the Trophy Room next to the
Cafeteria $2 Parking Fee. For Info Call
925 685-1230 x 2226.
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. ) The Berkeley Faculty Club

Elegant Weddings * Banquets * Special Events
For Special Events call Kenna Richards

510-643-0834 « info@berkeleyfacultyclub.com
UC Berkeley Campus « www.berkeleyfacultyclub.com
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Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

925-377-7711

www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology

Needs Since 1985

* Troubleshoot any PC problem.
* Help in plain English, not tech talk.
* Personal training in your home, at your pace.

“Over the years
techmommy has been our computer
savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.
Thank goodness for techmommy.
We would be lost without her!”
— Dan & Colleen, Moraga

www.lamorindaweekly.com

LECTURES & LITERATURE

On Thu., Nov. 13 at 7:30 pm, the
Friends of the Lafayette Library in-
vite you to an evening that celebrates the
entering of new stages of life. Whether
you’re about to turn 40 or your child is
going off to college, there are emotions
and experiences involved in both that
will make you laugh and maybe cry.
“Knowing Pains: Women on Love, Sex
and Work in Our 40s” and “Writin’ on
Empty: Parents Reveal the Upside,
Downside, and Everything In Between
When Children Leave the Nest.” Both
books will be available for sale. All
net proceeds will be donated to breast
cancer education, research and access
to care. Coffee and refreshments will
be served. For more information, call
925  283-3872 or go to
lafayettelib.com or ccclib.org.

Book Signings at Orinda Books Thu.,
Nov 13th at 2 pm, Willma Gore will
discuss and sign copies of her book
Long Distance Grand-Parenting: Con-
necting With Your Grandchildren from
Afar. Sat.,Nov 15th at3 pm Local au-
thor, Sherry Matthews, will read her
story from A Cup of Comfort for Fami-
lies Touched by Alzheimer’s: Inspira-
tional Stories of Unconditional Love
and Support. Sat., Nov 22nd at 3 pm,
Elizabeth Stow Ellison will discuss
and sign copies of Flight, a novel for
young readers with an Orinda setting.
Orinda Books. 276 Village Sq,
Orinda, (925) 254-7606.

Discover Africa through the Stories
of Peace Corps Volunteers -Mon., Nov
17th at 7pm at the Lafayette Library
when returning Peace Corps volunteers
will share stories of life as a teacher,
health worker, business advisor, envi-
ronmental educator or community de-
velopment worker in Africa.  Free.
This event is sponsored by the Friends
of the Lafayette Library. For more in-
formation, please call (925) 283-3872
or go to ccclib.org. Lafayette Library,
952 Moraga Road, Lafayette.

Science and Religion group meets
Mon., Nov. 17 at 7:15 pm in the Davies
Room at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.
Using the book God of Hope and the
End of the World by physicist and the-
ologian, John Polkinghome, Ed
Schoenberger will discuss the second
chapter, Insights from Natural Science
and the third chapter Human Intuition
and Experience. Guests are welcome.
Questions? E-mail edschoen-
berger@1964.usna.com.

Ron Shoop, a local representative
from Random House Publishing, re-
turns to the Orinda Library to host
"Book Club Forum 2008" on Tuesday,
Nov. 18, from 6:30 — 8 pm Mr. Shoop
will recommend new titles for book
lovers and book clubs, and make holi-
day gift suggestions for people who love
to read. The event is free and will take
place beside the fireplace in the Orinda
Library located at 26 Orinda Way in
Orinda. For more information, please
call (925) 254-2184 or visit the library
website at ccclib.org.

Nature’s Beloved Son: Rediscovering
John Muir’s Botanical Legacy. Wednes-
day, Nov. 19, 7:30 pm Speakers: Bonnie
Gisel and Stephen Joseph.

Orinda Public Library, 24 Orinda Way
in Orinda. East Bay California Native
Plant Society membership meetings are
free of charge and open to everyone.
Refreshments will be served after the
presentation. Please contact Sue Rosen-
thal, 510-496-6016 or rosacalifor-
nica@earthlink.net, if you have any
questions.

Exploring Your Sensual Self After the
Age of 50, Thu. Nov 20th, 1:30—3pm,
Lafayette Senior Services, Lafayette
Community Center, 500 Saint Mary’s
Rd. Eileen Zagelow, Geriatric Care
Manager, Eldercare Services, will help
us explore some of the facts and myths
of the aging process and the influence it
has on our physical and psychological
selves, how our life experiences affect
our sensual natures, and how we can
overcome societal barriers to gain the
confidence to be more expressive sen-
sually. RSVP (925)284-5050 to reserve
a spot a minimum $1 donation at the
door would be appreciated to help us
sustain our programs.

Holiday Book Sale - Thu. Dec. 4 -

10 am to 1 pm Friends of Orinda Li-
brary Book Sale includes just-like-new
books and collector's books ideal for
holiday gifts as well as a wide range of
good adult books and books for children
from toddlers to teen-agers. Sorting
room and Bookshop will both be open
during the sale; Bookshop will be open
until 6 pm Orinda Library, 26 Orinda
Way, Orinda (925) 254-1358.

CHARITY BOUTIQUES

Timeless Traditional Tea & Holiday
Boutique at the Lafayette United
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 955
Moraga Blvd., Lafayette. Sat., Nov 15.
Boutique from 10 am - 6 pm with an in-

Not to be missed
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formal tea cafe. Boutique features
many handcrafted items at reasonable
prices, perfect for Holiday gifts. Out-
side vendors also participating. Three
seatings for the Multi-course Traditional
Tea at 12 noon, 2 pm & 4 pm $20 each,
two for $35, or table for eight for $130
- Traditional Tea Requires RESERVA-
TIONS - call 925-284-7857.

Shop the Lafayette Juniors Rum-
mage Sale on Sun., Nov. 16th from 7am
- 3pm at the Lafayette Community Cen-
ter. Proceeds benefit programs that serve
local children and families in need.

St. Mary’s College Women’s Guild
sponsoring a boutique fund raiser-
TRINKETS AND TREASURES at the
SMC Soda Center. PRESALE will be
on Nov. 19, Wednesday, from 4 to 7 pm
The Boutique will continue from 10 am
to 3 pm on Nov. 20th, Thu.. Proceeds
will go to SMC Scholarship Fund. For
further information call 925-376-4339.

OTHER

Rheem Green movie night on Thu.,
Nov 13th "Dead in the Water"

Around the world, one in four people
doesn't have access to clean drinking
water. Some large international corpo-
rations view this crisis as a business op-
portunity, attempting to deliver clean
water, while also privatizing what many
consider a public resource. Award-win-
ning documentary filmmaker Neil
Docherty investigates this controver-
sial trend by looking at recent devel-
opments in Argentina, South Africa,
Bolivia and California. For $14 (on-
line) you can enjoy wine tasting and
appetizers starting at 6pm, followed by
the movie at 7pm.

Lamorinda Mom’s Club 11th Annual
Preschool Fair Oakwood Athletic Club,
Lafayette Thu., Nov. 13, 2008 6:30 — 9
pm The Lamorinda Mom’s Club
(LMC)’s 11th Annual Preschool Fair
will be held on Thu., Nov. 13 from 6:30-
9 pm at the Oakwood Athletic Club in
Lafayette. Representatives from over 30
local preschools will be present to share
their programs and philosophies with
the public. This is a wonderful time-
saving event for parents to gather pre-
school information at one time and in
one spot. This event is free and open to
the public.

Wine Tasting 101 - Winning Wines for
the Holiday Table-Fri., Nov 14th 6:30
to 9pm- Lafayette Community Center-
Register at www.lafayetterec.org.

On Sat., Nov. 15th, the Moraga branch
of the Union Bank of California invites
families to come to the branch and get
their children fingerprinted by the Mor-
aga Police for free. Residents are in-
vited to come in and talk to Moraga
Police Officers and Fire Fighters about
protecting their children, and keeping
our community safe. The bank will do-
nate $1000 to schools with 70% of
their students who come in for the free
Fingerprinting between 9:30 am and
12:30 pm from the following schools:
Los Perales, Rheem School and
Camino Pablo.

THE CYCLE RECYCLE.

Again this year, Bobbie and Tom Pre-
ston will be doing the “Cycle Recycle,
collecting repairable bikes for refur-
bishing by the inmates at Marsh Canyon
Detention Facility. The repaired bikes
will be given at Christmas to under-
privileged children throughout the
county-Most needed are tricycles and
junior bikes. Not only do the kids get the
gift of a bike, the inmates learn the mar-
ketable skill of bicycle repair. New
and/or used, repairable bikes may be de-
livered to the side driveway of the Pre-
ston’s home from now through the
month of only: 1307 Larch Avenue,
Moraga. (No need to contact the Pre-
stons before leaving a bike, unless you
need more information). For more in-
formation call 376-8474.

The Moraga Women's Society and
Hospice are having a "Fancy Us" Fash-
ion Show and Luncheon on Nov. 17, at
the Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700
School Street in Moraga, 10am - 1pm.
Fashions are from the Hospice Bou-
tique, and will be modeled by the Hos-
pice volunteers. Tickets are $25. Call
Louise Barr 284-7465.

Please join the town of Moraga and
the Moraga Chamber of Commerce at
the annual Moraga State of the Town
Address on Wednesday, Nov 19th at
7pm at the Rheem Theatre. There will
be complimentary wines donated by
Tim Argenti of Allied Waste and finger
foods provided by our local restaurant
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Saint Mary’s College

Campus Happenings
h

Photo by Ken C. Young, oraga;
www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

Seminars

Distinguished Speaker Series

Sat, Nov. 22nd: Erin Gruwell,
exemplary teacher, actress, author
Freedom Writer's Diary! (based
on the award-winning film and
book) Soda Center, Saint Mary's
College, Moraga. $60/session.
To register, contact: Lydia Wiley,
(925) 631-8124.

Theater

"Abundance" -- a Play by Beth
Henley: Directed by Rebecca
Engle, the play is a quirky comedy
about mail-order brides, by the
Pulitzer-winning author of "Crimes
of the Heart." Thurs-Sun, Nov. 13-
22, 8 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 16, 2
p-m. LeFevre Theatre, Saint Mary's
College of California, 1928 St.
Mary's Rd., Moraga.
Tickets: $8 for SMC faculty, staff
and students. $12 for non-SMC stu-
dents. $15 general admission. Per-
forming Arts (925) 631-4670.

Music
Annual Musical Celebration for
Christmas featuring the San Fran-
cisco Choral Artists and Sonos
Handbell Quartet. Saturday, Dec.
6th, at 8pm., Saint Mary’s College
Chapel.

The resonant tones of the Sonos
Handbell Quartet team up with the
dynamic voices of the San Fran-
cisco Choral Artists to welcome the
holiday season.

Art Exhibits

The Second Golden Age of Dutch
Art: 19th Century Dutch Paintings
from the Beekhuis Collection -
through Dec. 14. Paintings by more
than sixty artists represent a broad
range of styles and subject matter,
including cityscapes, landscapes,
seascapes, still lifes, portraits, and
interiors. The exhibition is com-
prised of three main groupings:
Dutch Romanticism, The Hague
School and Dutch Impressionism.
Curator-led Public Tours: Sunday,
Nov. 16, 2 pm and Tuesday, Nov.
18, 12:15 pm. Exhibition Admis-
sion: $3; Gallery Hours: Wed —Sun,
11 am — 4:30 pm, 925.631.4379,
www.hearstartgallery.org.

Exhibition hours: Wednesdays through Sun-
days, 11 am until 4:30 pm

Admission: $3 adult; children 12 and under
free; free parking

Web site: http://gallery.stmarys-ca.edu.
Telephone: 925-631-4379

For more information about upcoming
events at Saint Mary’s College, visit the
college website at http://www.stmarys-
ca.edu/news-and-events/events.html.

owners from Terzetto Cuisine. Please
come meet your local elected officials
and network with community residents
and neighbors! The Chamber will an-
nounce this year's business person of the
year, and the Town Council will have a
succinct power point presentation on
key Town activities

On Nov. 18th the Orinda Woman's
Club will host its annual Festival of
Trees luncheon, raffle, and fashion
show. Women's Fashion by Helen Lyall
of Vallejo; Men's Fashions by Jos A
Bank Clothiers of Lafayette Mercantile;
Hair and Makeup by Suzanne & com-
pany of Pleasant Hill. The doors open at
10:30 AM for raffle preview and cock-
tails, 11:45 AM is the luncheon and the
fashion show. Tickets are $85.00 per
person. Please call (925) 963-6356 for
reservations. Proceeds benefit local
charities. Blackhawk Museum at 3700
Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville.

The 29th Annual Community
Thanksgiving Breakfast will be held
on Fri., Nov. 21, from 7:30am — 9am at
Temple Isaiah, 3800 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. Breakfast will be graciously
provided by Susan Foord Catering.
Music will be performed by Qued Up,
an a capella quintet. This event is our
way of bringing the community to-
gether before we all get too busy with
the holidays. Guest speaker- Mayor,
Mike Anderson .For reservations call
the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce at
925-284-7404 or see www.lafayet-
techamber.org. Cost is $15 per person.

Season of Light 2008, a holiday cele-
bration at Rheem and Moraga Shopping
Centers, sponsored by the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce, will take place
Sat., Dec 6th 11am-2pm.  Start your
holiday shopping and enjoy free enter-
tainment, music, children’s crafts and
some special promotions.

Hospice of the East Bay’s 22nd an-
nual Tree of Lights. Each light on
every tree is symbolic of a life and will
shine in honor or memory of a friend or
family member. Please join any of the
commemorative ceremonies to enjoy
music, poetry, talks by local dignitaries
and the special moment when the tree
lights up.

Orinda: Sat., Dec. 6, 4:30 pm Orinda
Village by Bank of America.
Lafayette: Sun., Dec. 7, 5:30 pm Cor-
ner of Mt. Diablo and Lafayette Circle East
Moraga: Sun., Dec. 7, 5:30 pm Moraga
Commons

Proceeds from Tree of Lights cere-
monies benefit the patients and families
in the care of Hospice of the East Bay.
A suggested donation of $20 per light
can be made by sending a tax-de-
ductible check to Hospice Foundation
of the East Bay at 3470 Buskirk Avenue,
Pleasant Hill , CA 94523 . Please note
which tree you choose to buy a light for,
and the name of the person being re-
membered or honored. To learn more,
or to make a donation of time or money,
please contact (925) 887-5678, or visit
www.hospiceeastbay.org.

FREE Electronic Waste (E-Waste)
Recycling Event Sat., Dec. 6th from
9am-1pm Diablo Valley College, Over-
flow Parking Lot 7, 321 Golf Club
Road, Pleasant Hill Electronic Waste
Management,  (866)  335-3373,
http://www.NoEwaste.com/

Women's Business Connection of
Lamorinda is a dynamic leads group
that inspires their members to grow their
businesses through networking, refer-
rals and education. Meetings: Fri.s,
7:15am-8:45am at Il Fornaio in Walnut
Creek. Visitors welcome. For more
info call: 925- 210-9296 or www.wb-
clamorinda.com .

Goal Achievers Toastmasters Club
#5339, meets at Round Table Pizza,
3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA
94549, Mon.s, 7:30 - 9pm. We are a
nonprofit educational organization of-
fering opportunities to develop commu-
nications and leadership skills. Visitors
are welcome free of charge.

The Moraga Lions Club, a member of
Lions International. It is the largest com-
munity service club, located in over 178
countries. We are seeking volunteers to
participate and assist the blind and do
local community service. Call the Mor-
aga Lions Club 376-2538.

Diablo Star Chapter #214, Order of
the Eastern Star. Eastern Star is a social
order comprised of both women and
men. The stated purposes of the organ-
ization are: Charitable, Educational, and
Fraternal. Meetings are held on the 2nd
Mon. of each month at 7:30 pm, Orinda
Masonic Center, 9 Altarinda Rd,
Orinda. For membership information
please contact Karen Seaborn at (925)
689-0995.

Job’s Daughter’s International —
Bethel No. 218 Orinda This organiza-
tion is for young ladies (min 10rys old).
The girls develop confidence, good
character, life-long friendships, moral
and spiritual values, and leadership abil-
ities. Meetings are held on the 1st and
3rd Mon. of each month at 7 pm at the
Orinda Masonic Center located at 9 Al-
tarinda Rd, Orinda. Contact Nicki Wan-
desforde, Bethel Guardian at (925)
283-7176 or email nickichef@com-
cast.net.

Lamorinda Republican Women meet
the third Thu. of each month at the
Metro Restaurant in Lafayette at 3524
Mt. Diablo Blvd. The meeting begins at
11:30 with lunch at noon and speaker at
12:30. Lunch cost is $22 and for reser-
vations please call 925-254-8617.

Please submit events to:
calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com
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. Life in LAMORINDA .

Military Service Helps Forge Long-time Friendships, Support System

By Jennifer Wake
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Humann have been meeting regularly for more than 65 years, after the couples” husbands met during World

War Il flight training

n 1943, at age 18, Moraga resi-

dent Edwin Humann was sent to
Thunderbird Field outside of
Phoenix, Ariz., for flight training.
He found himself away from any-
thing familiar, but he soon met fel-
low flight cadets Thomas Pearson
and Robert Houlahan. Their friend-
ship —along with that of their three
wives (Rae, Donna, and Peggy) —
has lasted more than 65 years.

“Our personalities brought us
together,” Pearson says. “We got
along and had an immediate bond
because of the trials and tribulations
of going through the program as
cadets.”

But that didn’t make military
life easy.

When Peggy married Robert
Houlahan, she says she knew noth-
ing about military families, but with
each transfer to a new town (or
country), she says they were always
warmly welcomed.

“I practically raised our kids
alone,” she says. “We got along
just fine because we helped each
other out. They had a structure in
place. I can’t tell you how many
times I took pregnant gals to the
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Moraga resident Rae Humann points to a picture of her hushand, Edwin, ta

hospital to have babies because
their husbands were deployed.”

Pearson’s wife, Donna,
agrees. “Anytime we were trans-
ferred, which was roughly every
three years, we were part of that
family.”

But times have changed since
World War II, when Americans
pulled together when loved ones
were drafted in mass.

“There was a big difference

between World War II and Viet-
nam or Iraq,” Houlahan says.
“People were behind it.”

Although troops involved in
wars like Vietnam, Korea, Iraq and
Afghanistan, have not had the same
type of support from fellow Amer-
icans as was seen in World War I
and I1, several things have remained
constant: An immediate bond is
created among these service men
and women and their families, and
long-time military families con-
tinue to give back to this extended
family through outreach and volun-
teer efforts.

The Pearsons live at Air Force
Village in Riverside, Calif., from
which many in the military are de-

Ewitfﬁlis Worerllﬂight squadronin 1944 Photo Jannifer Wake
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ployed to Iraq. “We send them off
and we’re there to cheer when they
return — even if it’s at two in the
morning. There is definite support —
abond in the military,” Pearson says.

Houlahan’s wife, Peggy, vol-
unteers in the Listener’s Program at
the Brooke Army Medical Center in
San Antonio, Texas. For three hours
each week, she offers support for pa-
tients whose families live far away.

“We are all Depression Ba-
bies and understand sacrifice,” Rae
Humann says. “My mom would
put cardboard in our shoes and
paint them black.”

The couples all agree that
military life is different today. “Re-
servists are called in, and the family
stays in the general community,”
Donna says. “Back then, it was ex-
pected for wives to participate in
base activities, but very few wives
worked back then; it was a different
atmosphere. My daughter is part of
a wives’ club and has a hard time
getting women to help.”

“All of my daughters work
and have careers,” Rae says.

That is where volunteer pro-
grams and outreach from non-profit

” 925-377-0977

organizations can help. Over the
past several years, hundreds of or-
ganizations have been established
that offer financial and emotional
support to service personnel and
their families, either directly, or
through care packages and letter
writing campaigns.

Lafayette resident Jon B.
Rogers, who served as an officer in
the U.S. Army from 1954 to 1957,
is president of The Rogers Family
Company — one the nation’s lead-
ing importers and roasters of
branded gourmet coffee and tea.
Over the past four years his com-
pany has sent 500,000 bags of cof-
fee to overseas troops, including
those deployed in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Rogers is a longtime sup-
porter of Operation Gratitude — a
non-profit organization that sends
care packages and personal letters
of appreciation addressed to U.S.
Service Members deployed in hos-
tile regions such as Iraq and
Afghanistan, and on military ships
at sea. This month, Rogers’ com-
pany is partnering with Operation
Gratitude in a “Letters to Our
Troops Contest.” Letters received
from the contest will be included in
more than 70,000 Operation Grati-
tude holiday care packages.

“Sometimes, the gesture that
touches a Soldier, Marine, Airman
or Sailor the most is a simple, heart-
felt thank-you,” says Rogers. “It’s
impossible to underestimate the
pride a member of our military feels
when they receive a letter or an e-
mail addressed ‘Dear Hero.””

For Pearson, it’s important to
remember that the military is an all-
volunteer force. “They are asking
for second tours of duty because
they see the good they are doing,
the schools they are opening up.”

“There is no longer a mass
entry,” adds Houlahan. “These
men and women have said ‘I’ll put
my life on the line for my country’.”

For more information about
Operation Gratitude’s “Letters to
Our Troops Contest,” go to
http://dearhero.opgratitude.com and
click on the “Write a Letter” button.

Photo provided

Theatre Event Abundance at Saint Mary's College

ictured are members of

the Saint Mary's Per-
forming Arts Department as
they rehearse Beth Henley's
play Abundance, aquirky
comedy about mail-order
brides on the untamed
Wyoming  frontier.Perfor-
mances are Novemberl3, 14,
15, 20, 21, and 22 at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, November 16 at
2 p.m. Tickets are $15 for
general admission and $10
for students. To purchase call
(925) 631-4670.

Please send storyideas to

storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Your friendly neighborhood newspaper

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Rosewood Aouse

FIMI
e ANMTICGUES »51IMNCI

Page: 9

ASIAN FURNITURE
1969
ONCORD

(925) 827-9588
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With holiday savings
this big, what’s
left to wish for?

Annual Holiday Savings Event

' -
SAVE  Luminette® Privacy Sheers
$100 (e window / 10 window max)

$50-$100 SAVINGS

SAVE Silhouette® Window Shadings
$50 (per window / 10 window max)

per window on select Hunter Douglas window fashions
(10 window max per product)

Somehow, the holidays seem even more festive when you're
saving money. That's why we're offering you a $50 rebate
per window on versatile Silhouette® Window Shadings and a
$100 rebate on elegant Luminette® Privacy Sheers. Offer
valid September 25 - December 15, 2008. Ask for details.

HunterDouglas

Armand’s Drapery, Shutters & Upholstery
3391 Mt Diablo Blvd Lafayette CA
925-283-8717
armandsdrapery.hdspd.com

s Inc. © and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc
on up to 10 windows per product. Limits and restrictions apply

ENTOURA G Eu

Day NGt Spa, Salon & Café

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003

“Fall Spa Specials”

‘Pumpkin Enzyme Facial” | “Bring a Friend”
Deep Pressure Scalp Mask Enjoy Two Luxury
Your choice of Brow or Lip Wax & | Pumpkin Peel Pedicures
Shampoo and Condition and ffor the Price of One

Blow Dry for your Hair

During your service enjoy

During your service enjoy Wine* and Cheese
Wine* and Cheese Special$45
Special $115 , . .
or beverage of your choice

www.entouragespa.com 925-254-9721

We’ll change the way you think about fitness forever.

[T

Optimum health is the right goal - at any age - to enhance the quality of your life.
It's attainable here. Your personal trainer will keep you focused and on track.

Only your trainer
sees you sweat.

All the world
sees you fit.

ACCOUNTABILITY
IS KEY.

Complete fithess assessment
Customized progressive goals
Comprehensive weight, cardio
and flexibility training

Continious one-on-one coaching
Private workout suite
Calorie-controlled meal plan
Regular progress tracking

“At Fitness Together, we’ll help you make the
changes to enhance the quality of your life.

That’s my passion.”
Thomas Peeks, Owner,
Fitness Together

FITIWESS TONGETINER
1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

Call for a complementary consultation... 925.962.0497
3586 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B

Lafayette m www.ftlafayette.com
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Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

All published letters will include the writer's name and town (please give us your phone number for
verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less. Letters may be edited for length or legal considerations.

email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:

Dear Editor:

I would like to thank the voters of Orinda for their support of my
re-election to the Orinda City Council. There are many residents
who worked on my behalf and I am grateful to them as well for
their confidence in me.

The election results are a strong affirmation of the path that the City
Council is now on to promote open and inclusive city government,
prioritizing infrastructure improvements and public safety while
keeping a tight stewardship over our city budget.

It is humbling to serve in this capacity. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity to serve our wonderful Orinda community.

Steve Glazer
Orinda

Dear Editor,

I want to thank everyone who helped re-elect me to the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Board. In particular, I thank those who hosted
my signs, who made calls or sent emails of support to their friends
and neighbors, and who voted for me. I appreciate your support
and confidence, and pledge to continue to give my best efforts on
behalf of all of the residents of the District. I give special thanks
to Stan Holcenberg, Dick Olsen, Sam Sperry, Larry Hood, my son-
in-law, David Brown, and, of course, my wife, Joan, for her ideas,
hard work and patience.

Fred Weil

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570
Editor:

On Moraga Land Development, Everyone Wins.

Thanks to all who endorsed continuing Moraga’s open and fair
planning processes by voting no on J and K. Common sense pre-
vailed.

For those unhappy with the results, win by participating in the plan-
ning processes. For example, Rancho Laguna still needs town ap-
proval, significant issues remain, and public hearings will continue.
There’s absolutely no development approved for the Bollinger
Canyon Study Area. The only activity underway is focused on set-
ting potential maximum housing densities for inclusion in the Mor-
aga General Plan (like all undeveloped land). Ultimately the
Moraga Town Council will set the potential maximum densities,
and there will be public hearings.

Moraga’s planning processes are open and fair. Win by participat-
ing. Yes, compromise will be necessary, but that’s a fact of life for
everyone.

Bob Reynolds
Steve Woehleke

Dear Editor,

The United States has made great strides in disaster preparedness since Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005. Happily, pets and service animals are being included
in the planning process at both state and local levels. Unfortunately, as Hur-
ricane Ike illustrated, not all pet owners are as prepared as they should. In

udy’s Nail Salon

Thank you Lamorinda for your Business!

-

a

r"-tr

:-Eth Year Anniversary Special-:

A : ( Manicure $8 ) ( Pedicure $20 ) :
] ( Manicure & Pedicure $25 ) |
| ; |
§( Full Set (acrylic) $20 ) I
. -

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-0990 or 0991

Tues — Sat: 10am -7pm ¢ Sun: 10am-6pm

Texas, about half of the pet owners left their pets behind. In many cases
there was no happy reunion waiting for them when they returned, some-
times weeks later. Pet owners must take their pets with them when they
evacuate. If they don't, the animal may not survive.

There are more than 30,000 pets in Lamorinda. Because many pet owners
work outside our area there is no telling how many pets and other animals will
involuntarily be left behind when a disaster strikes. Who will rescue your pet
when you are not around? Who will help you evacuate with your pet?
Lamorinda is blessed with having a very active Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT). The (free) CERT program has trained more than 400
of our residents to survive disasters and to help their neighbors do the same.
Pet owners in Lamorinda are doubly blessed now that Lamorinda CERT has
started an animal rescue and sheltering group that can assist pet owners.

I hope that pet owners in Lamorinda will support the Lamorinda DART
(Disaster Animal Response Team) and join us.

Please visit our web site at http://LamorindaDART.org or contact me at
DART@LamorindaCERT.org.

Frans Hoffman,
Instructor, Lamorinda CERT, Moraga

Support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping with our
advertisers and telling them you saw their ad!
Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

Locally owned
and operated

Lighting up your holiday spirit

Christmas Light Decorating

° Sale§ e Storage
° Semce * Quality Products
* Design * Prompt Service
* Installation * Trained Professionals
* Take Down
We also clean rain gutters

From basic to spectacular, we can make any size home look fantastic. Whether it's roofline,
landscape, or tree lighting, we will work with you to come up with the perfect design.

Free Estimates 1-877-4-WE-HANG (1-877-493-4264)

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda, 254-3422
== 8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
\ 9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA) ;
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette Lamormda
283-3722 - www.oslc.net Interfaith
Sunday mornings at OSLC: Service and
Classic Worship, 8:15 am Pie Social!
Education Hour, 9:30-10:20 am .
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am 11/26 7:30

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community
Sunday Services: 8and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.
Child care is available all year.

1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Church Services and Sunday School (up to age 20); 10 - 11 AM
Informal Testimony Meeting, Wed 7:30 - 8:30 PM

24 Orinda Way (mext to Orinda Library) Easy walk from Orinda BART

Learn about healing through prayer at
www.christianscienceorinda.org

If you would like your services listed, please email to
info@lamorindaweekly.com or call 925-377-0977.
A one inch listing will cost $20.

Send Letters and Opinions to
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Incumbents Win in Orinda

... continued from page 4
When asked how he felt
about the election results, Glazer
stated, “The results are a strong
confirmation for the path that we
are now on to maintain open and
inclusive city government, clear
focus on infrastructure improve-
ments and public safety and tight
stewardship of our budget.” When
asked about the campaign specifi-
cally, Glazer commented, “I was
sorry to see the false statements
made. [ could only hope the voters
would get the facts and make their
best judgment. I want to focus on
the positives from the election.”
Smith kept her victory cele-
bration low key and watched the
results with a few close friends. “I
am very pleased that the voters

have shown confidence in me by
re-electing me to the Council,”
said Smith. “I think that the elec-
tion results show that voters feel
that the city is headed in the right
direction, and are more interested
in positive results than in negative
distractions,” she added.

Both of the newly re-elected
incumbents moved quickly to the
tasks at hand for Orinda. I think it
will be very important to spend the
time to thoroughly look again at
the City’s budget, which we will
do next in the mid-year budget re-
view, and at additional funding
sources,” stated Smith. She noted
that the Revenue Enhancement
Task Force will soon be holding a
public workshop (11/12/08 7 pm.

in the Del Rey Gym) and will then
bring ideas to the Council on how
to generate extra revenue.

Glazer also focused on the
need to examine new revenue
and budget options that are being
explored by a number of the
Orinda citizen commissions.
“Their findings will be presented
at various public hearings in the
next few months. I hope the
community will stay informed
and actively participate in find-
ing a consensus solution to this
important problem.”

And with their brief celebra-
tions over, the Council Members
were back to work as usual at the
City Council meeting the next
evening.

“No on Both” Triumphs

... continued from page 3

“We are very pleased for
Moraga that J and K both failed,”
said Bob Reynolds, one of the ini-
tiators of the “No on Both’ move-
ment. “However, in retrospect, we
are distressed at the enormous
amount of money and valuable time
that was spent by the initiative pro-
ponents, the Town, and by our effort
to get us back to where we were be-
fore this divisive episode started,”
adds a saddened Reynolds, “I
blanche when I think about all of the
constructive ways we could have
expended these funds and incredi-
ble energies for the betterment of
Moraga.”.

“We are thankful to the
dozens of volunteers who worked
tirelessly for over a year, first to get

Measure K on the ballot and then to
campaign for it over the past several
months,” said Sos, “in the end, we
just couldn't offset the huge spend-
ing by the opposition: when the
final campaign finance reports are
in, we fully expect to find out that
we were outspent by over 10 to 1.”

“Moraga’s election results re-
inforce two important points,” com-
mented Mary Jo  Rossi,
spokesperson for the “Yes on J”
campaign, “Moraga residents are
moderate and mainstream — not ex-
treme in their viewpoints; and that
Moraga citizens expect their town
leaders to put aside polarizing agen-
das to work toward a balance be-
tween open space and future
growth.”

Moraga’s New Council

... continued from page 3

The campaign to defeat her
was aggressive, but Mendonca says,
“What makes me the happiest is to
put everything behind and represent
the people who chose civility in the
Town of Moraga.”

Mike Metcalf, running a very
close second, is also glad that the
campaign is over. “The new elected
citizens are very good people and
will be terrific additions to the Coun-
cil,” believes Metcalf, “they are up
to it and there will be less tolerance
for nonsense on the Council.”

The present Council seemed
to have difficulty reaching a state of
cooperation and compromise-build-
ing. The new Council Members be-
lieve that situation will change. “T'm
hoping that this group will get to-
gether, establish rapport, agree upon
behavioral norms and begin the
longer process of building trust,”
says Mendonca, who would recom-
mend and support some type of re-

treat or team building opportunity
for the newly formed Council.

“What some people regard as
‘team building’ is not always what it
is cracked up to be,” says Metcalf,
“Real team building happens when a
group actually works on solving real
problems. That’s when personalities
become clear, and where working
relationships begin.”

“Trust is something that must
be built over time,” agrees Men-
donca, “in an environment where
people are supportive of one another
and still communicate their own
ideas and thoughts with respect. We
owe the people of Moraga a Town
Council of which they can be
proud.”

With the certification happen-
ing no later than December 2nd, the
new Council should be sworn in at
the following Council meeting, on
December 10th.

Eden Comes to Lafayette

Lt

“City staff is very support-
ive of the changes made,” said
Glenda Warmoth, Assistant Plan-
ner of the richer, darker color
scheme, the two variations of the
front facade, widening the side-
walk, and moving the driveway
slightly to align with the ease-
ment to the Post Office Annex.

“The Task Force has been
looking for a site for at least two
years, looking at over twenty
sites and examining proximity to
amenities. This met our basic
criteria,” said Council Member
Carol Federighi of the Senior
Housing Task Force. They re-
cently voted unanimously to rec-

... continued from page 2

e

Architectural rendering courtesy of Van Meter Williams Pollack

ommend the sloped roof versus
the flat roof option for the front
elevation, noting that it made the
building seem more residential
than urban.

“Eden has done a mar-
velous job on something that’s
badly needed in Lafayette, said
Ruth McCahan of the Senior

Services Commission. “I en-
courage you to approve this
plan.”

Mary Miller, also of the
Senior Housing Task Force com-
mented that the architects, “did a
fine job of turning a sows ear into
a silk purse,” referring to the de-
sign and very constrained lot.
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BUSHVELD CONSTRUCTION

CA License #762192 - Insured - Local Referrals Available
Serving the area for 16 years! We are creative in saving costs!

Specializing in all types of outdoor
projects & living spaces (decks, retaining
walls, drainage, fireplaces, kitchens, etc).
Proficient in solving structural problems.

Ofc/Fax:925.465.4398 Cell:925.989.9308
cmkudrnac@astound.net

www.lamorindaweekly.com

*exp. 10-30

” 925-377-0977
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Full Body Massage * Foot Reflexology

925-258-1888

Hours: 10 am to 9:30 pm
23 Orinda Way, Ste N - Orinda

St Mary’s Garden, Where Spirituality Grows

By Sophie Braccini

ccording to Julie Welch, the

Garden Steward at St Mary’s
College, working in the garden is
not just a part time job, it is living
some of the Lasallian principles that
inspire the school: social justice,
quality education, inclusive com-
munity, and of course, says Welch,
where better than in a garden can
you feel the presence of God.

The almost mystical quality
of this endeavor may explain part of
the success that the garden has been
meeting with faculty and students
alike. Steve Woolpert, Dean of
Liberal Arts, was at the root of the
project. “Many people wanted a
garden,” says Woolpert, “and I in-
vited them to share their ideas for a
sustainable campus.” Some wanted
a botanical garden, others a food
garden; then key individuals came
into play: Sharon Jones, parent of a
student and avid permaculturist*,
and Julie Welch, who had experi-
ence in managing a large vegetable
garden. “The catalyst for the Col-
lege was a theme chosen for this
year for the freshmen: ‘Feast or
Famine’,” adds Woolpert, ““a garden
was a perfect way to bring the idea
down to earth.”

The garden had to be ready
for the beginning of the school year.
The first site that had been chosen
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The community at work in St Mary’s Garden (L to R): Cherie Grant, Lynda Deschambault, Rob Lucacher, Julie Welch

by the College, along St Mary’s
road, was rejected by the Moraga
Planning Department. “When the
verdict reached us in August, we
had to react quickly,” remembers
Woolpert, “but the new site we
chose, in the back of the campus, is
in fact more conveniently located
for the students, there is water, but it
was not flat.”

Shawny Anderson, Associate
Dean of Liberal Arts, organized all
of the logistics: grading, planning
the gardening beds, getting the sup-
plies and setting the work shifts.
Most of the work was and is still
done by students and faculty, who
have given a total of 850 hours of
volunteer work.

As the freshmen came in and
took ownership of the project, it be-
came apparent that a permanent po-
sition had to be created to insure
continuity. “We worked a great
partnership with Sodexho,” ex-
plains Woolpert, “they get all the
food produced by the garden for
free and in exchange they pay
(Welch’s) salary.”

“Our company has a huge
sustainability drive,” confirms Mat
Carroll, the full time Sodexho man-
ager who works at St Mary’s with
his team. He is responsible for
serving 4000 meals per day, plus re-

Photo Sophie Braccini
tail sales and events. Carroll directs
six full-time managers on campus,
and100 employees. “Schools, hos-
pitals, and corporations are asking
that we use locally grown and pos-
sibly organic produce in the
kitchens; that is why the partnership
with the College’s garden is very
good for us.” It is unlikely that the
garden will ever be Sodexho’s sole
source of produce, but Welch be-
lieves it can cover a significant por-
tion of the salad bar. Right now the
garden has about 500 sqf of beds al-
ready planted with greens, lettuces
and radishes, and a very large sec-
tion of the plot will be developed
directly on the ground according to
permaculture principles.
Supplying the salad bar is not
the garden’s only mission. “We
want to be a sustainable garden that
goes full circle and closes the loop
with the kitchen,” says Welch, “we
want to reduce food waste on cam-
pus and will compost some of it on
site, and use it as fertilizer.” She
points out that the beds were built
with recycled wood benches, the
compost bins from re-used crates.
The garden will be a resource
for teaching as well. A green house
will be added, an outside teaching
structure, and a space to come relax
and meditate. The links between

the garden and the curriculum will
happen over time, believes
Woolpert. “Food activism and so-
cial justice are linked and that is
why the freshmen have decided that
the garden will be their legacy proj-
ect,” he explains. The students are
also exploring the use of gray water
or runoff to water the garden.

The garden is a great exam-
ple of community inclusiveness as
well. Moraga Garden Center gave
seedlings to the garden, Mc Don-
nell Nursery gave fertilizer, Fadelli
Farm gave horse manure, and the
faculty of the Schools of Econom-
ics and Business can be found on
weekends working alongside com-
munity members and students.
“We want to have a pesticide and
herbicide free garden,” says Welch,
“this is very labor intensive and we
want to thank all the clubs and or-
ganization who continue to help us
make it happen.”

*Permaculture: the term
coined by Australians Bill Mollison
and David Holmgren during the
1970s, is an acronym for “perma-
nent agriculture” that aims at devel-
oping  perennial  agricultural
systems that mimic the structure
and interrelationship found in natu-
ral ecologies. The ultimate purpose
is the constitution of self-sufficient
human settlements.
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Since 1994
Pets are Gappier at home
Muttiple Daiby Visits - Overnights
Daily Dog Walks - Plant & Home Care

-[1 REE VISIT with 4 day min'

* " . . I
Overnlghts not included, new clients onlx

925-932-5833

Bonded & Insured-References-Veterinary Approved

Member of Pet Sitters International

~Jumpstart Your Weight Loss

Lose 15 to 60 pounds in 12 weeks!

Physician-Supervised Weight Loss Dietary Guidance
Safe and Effective Medication Long Term Weight Management

jumpstart

MEDICINE

Walnut Creek
710 S. Broadway, Suite 110

925-277-1123

San Ramon
2301 Camino Ramon, Suite 290

www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Home Renovations

Not sure about the Planning Process?
PCH Builders Can Help You Get Your
Building Project Approved FAST!!

No Job Too Small

www.BuildLaMorinda.com
1-800-414-4045 ID#9015

Moraga as a College Town?

... continued from page 7

“I am very excited that
the business community is get-
ting involved,” says McSherry,
“we are looking forward to a
great partnership.” The idea
for the program was born in
the SMC Marketing depart-
ment between McSherry, Mike
Samuels and Stacy Ham-

aguchi. An alumni himself,
McSherry knows that Moraga
may not always be a prime
destination for students. The
group would like to see more
support from the community
for their games as well. “We
are starting a grass root cam-
paign,” says the young Direc-

tor, “when students see that
businesses support them, they
will come to town more.
When residents get more infor-
mation and are aware of the re-
turns for their town, they will
come more often to the campus
and get that spirit going, it’s
truly a win-win dynamic.”

National Charity League at Moraga Royale

he Class of 2011 from the Lamorinda
Chapter of National Charity League, Inc.
The 10th grade Ticktockers recently hosted
their annual "Fall Tea" for the clients of Mor-
aga Royale. The afternoon entertainment in-

cluded sing-a-long activities, socializing, and
centerpiece raffle. NCL is a mother daughter
volunteer organization that serves local com-
munities through philanthropic service, lead-
ership opportunities, and cultural experiences.

Restyling: Paint Color Consultation: | can show you the
tricks to the perfect color in your room ¥

call: Shannon Boehme at (925) 385-0293,
or email: shanbo78@gmail.com, P.O.Box 1835, Lafayette

Seasons Interior Desien

|s this the Season for change? We combine creative
ideas with budget-friendly solutions to restyle
the rooms you live and work in.

Sellinga home? At $easons Interior Design our goal is to
make your home “show” ready, for greatest first
impression to homebuyers.

L
-
I

All Upstairs Units af 5A

25% OFF on any size
For 4 months only! *

Use our FREE Truck fo help you
moyve in!

* 25% Off on any size Upstairs unit, on new rentals only. Expires 11/30/08. Ask about details on “Free Truck” or rental truck rebate.

925-631-7000
455 Moraga Road Suite F
www.S5Aspace.com

MORAGA

Rheem
Shopping
Plaza

Rheem Blvd.

Moraga Rd.
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$ 2,297,500
32 Sanford Lane

Located in Lafayette's premier new home commu-
nity of Hidden Oaks, this elegant single level home
has all the features that discriminating buyers are
looking for. With 3478 sq. ft. of living space, it has
4bdr, 3.5 bath, backyard pool &spaandisrichly ap-
pointed. Call Jim Colhoun at 925 962-6101

$1,650,000
108 Oak Road

Akitchen designed to delight any chef and
a yard for sophisticated entertaining, this
(astle Gate home has all the features
Orinda buyers are looking for.

A great opportunity. Call Lisa Hoctor at
925 698-5752 for more information

$ 1,095,000
1347 El Curtola Blvd.

Updated 5 bedroom 4 bath, 2,482 square
foot home on .18 acres of meticulously
maintained lot. Top Lafayette schools, dual
pane windows & so much more.
www.1347EICurtolaBoulevard.com

CALL JAMES COLLINS 925-640-8318.

$ 1,072,900
7235 Buckingham Bivd
REO/Bank Owned in the Berkeley Hills!!!
3700 sq.ft. 5 bedroom/3 bath includes inlaw or
possible rental unit PLUS bonus room/workshop.
Hardwood floors, two fireplaces and views. Pre-
viously sold for $1,500,000 now only $1,072,900
Call Jennifer Griessel (925) 382-7484

$ 1,060,000
1004 Wickham Drive

Great single-level 4 Bdr home in desireable St.
Marys Garden neighborhhood. Recent updat-
ing with travertine tile floors and slab granite
kitchen counters. deal backyard features pool
& spacious lawns. Just steps from Moraga Trail!
Contact Jim Colhoun at 925 962-6101 for
more information or a private showing.

$889,000
3256 Sugarberry Lane

Gorgeous Woodland's Rancher captures the
essence of Walnut Creek. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
completely remodeled. Granite counters, hard-
wood flooring, huge yard with pool, lush land-
scaping and lawn. No rear neighbors. Call Lisa
Hoctor at 925 698-5752 for more information.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Your “Rock Solid™ Realtors

Lafayette’s Prudential Team
presents:

Y/
“__——
Prudential

California Realty

925-283-7000

Your Professional
Lamorinda Team
is located at:

999 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

Barbara Harkins

Realtor Associate

Barbara is an experienced real
estate professional with 20 years in
management.  Specializing  in
customer service and marketing,
Barbara has the knowledge and
experience to provide her clients
with great service resulting in
successful real estate transactions.
She is also a member of the
prestigeous Presidents Circle.

Barbara is very active in the
community and has been a major
contributor spearheading
Prudential California Realty as a
major sponsor of "Cell Phones for
Soldiers". This is a non-profit
organization that collects used cell
phones which then provides free
calling cards for our oversea
soldiers. For more information on
this program, help in donating used
cell phones, or if you are looking for
a terrific Realtor, give Barbara
Harkins a call at 925 962-6149.
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Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions

Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O.Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

Lamorinda Home Sales continued

| LAFAYETTE

Last reported: 6

.. SOLD & :E_";a“. LOWEST AMOUNT: $650,000
wme  HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,500,000
“‘tr s MORAGA Last reported: 3
3 LOWEST AMOUNT: $680,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,440,000
ORINDA Last reported: 7
LOWEST AMOUNT: $930,000
T HIGHEST AMOUNT: $3,250,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information ~ weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county

company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information  records and is provided to us by California REsource.
shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1210 Bacon Way, $650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1903 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 10-9-08

36 Knox Drive, $1,238,000, 4 Bdrms, 2596 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 10-8-08
3190 Lucas Circle, $1,065,000, 4 Bdrms, 1926 SqFt, 1959 YrBIlt, 10-10-08
3169 Lucas Drive, $800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2145 SqFt, 1963 YrBIt, 10-13-08
3280 Sweet Drive, $807,000, 3 Bdrms, 1525 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 10-16-08
1755 Toyon Road, $2,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 2843 SqFt, 2005 YrBlt, 10-3-08

MORAGA

80 Courter Lane, $1,440,000, 4 Bdrms, 3149 SqFt, 2000 YrBlIt, 10-15-08
1326 Larch Avenue, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1910 SqFt, 1968 YrBIt, 10-10-08
140 Via Joaquin, $680,000, 3 Bdrms, 2117 SqFt, 1980 YrBlIt, 10-15-08

ORINDA

183 Ardith Court, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2575 SqFt, 1958 YrBIt, 10-3-08

137 Ardith Drive, $960,000, 4 Bdrms, 1769 SqFt, 1959 YrBIt, 10-7-08

4 Edgewood Court, $1,082,000, 4 Bdrms, 2280 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 10-15-08
258 Glorietta Boulevard, $930,000, 3 Bdrms, 1846 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 10-9-08
48 Muth Drive, $1,087,500, 3 Bdrms, 2519 SqFt, 1961 YrBIt, 10-10-08

21 Owl Hill Road, $3,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 4835 SqFt, 2000 YrBIt, 10-9-08

411 Wovenwood, $939,000, 3 Bdrms, 1436 SqFt, 1981 YrBIlt, 10-10-08

Home Improvements to Help You Sell—the Dos and Don’ts

By Val Cook-Watkins

s a homeowner, the day

will come that you will
want or need to make im-
provements, updates or reno-
vations. The beauty of owning
your own home is that you can
make changes specific to your
tastes. You can turn your sub-
urban tract home into a
Mediterranean villa or an Eng-
lish cottage if you’d like. You
can model your kitchen after
the Jetsons’ or turn your mas-
ter bedroom into Graceland’s
Jungle Room. But what hap-
pens when it comes time to
sell? Will all of your renova-
tions be considered improve-
ments or will they hurt you in
the end?

Like any expensive and
timely project, you want to

make sure you are getting the
most for your money when
you remodel. You also want to
make sure the changes you like
now, you won’t regret later.
So, before you start remodel-
ing, here are a few things to
keep in mind that could help
get you top dollar when it’s
time to sell.

+ Kitchens — According to the
Remodeling Cost vs. Value
Report conducted by Remod-
eling Online and distributed by
the National Association of
Realtors®, minor kitchen re-
modeling provided the largest
return on investment, at
103.5%, for Bay Area home-
owners in 2007. That included
replacing and updating cabinet
doors and drawers, adding new

Fattenburadrchibects,. co

Moraga Residence

MVCRemodeling.com

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

"RESIDING AND SERVING LAMORINDGA

v

hardware, installing mid-
priced sinks and faucets, re-
placing  appliances  with
energy-efficient models and re-
placing laminate countertops
and resilient flooring.
Kitchens tend to be the nerve-
center of a home, so expect this
to be one of the first rooms at
which buyers look.

* Bathrooms — If there is one
room that dates a house more
than any other, this is it. Buy-
ers always take a close look at
bathrooms because, even
though they aren’t the most
visible rooms in the house,
they are one of the most used.
The good thing about remodel-
ing bathrooms is that some
projects can be  do-it-
yourselfers. Create a budget
and pick and choose what to
replace first. Toilets should be
at the top of the list because
buyers will appreciate them
being brand new.

* Replace windows — The Re-
modeling Cost vs. Value Re-
port says window replacement
is the second highest return-
on-investment improvement
you can make. The survey said
replacing old windows with in-
sulated, wood windows re-
couped Bay Area homeowners
an average of 102.9% of their
investment and vinyl windows
recouped an average of 98.5%.
Not only do new windows up-
date the look of your home
from the outside, but they reg-
ulate temperatures on the in-
side and save money on
heating and cooling costs.

e Spiff up the exterior —
You’ve heard the term time
and time again: “curb appeal.”
That’s because it is one of the
most important aspect buyers
consider. Take a walk in your

neighbor’s shoes and look at
your home from across the
street. Can you see your walk
way and front door? If not,
grab a lawn mower. Just by
mowing your lawn, raking
leaves, trimming trees and
planting a few flowers, you can
be well on your way to making
your home look sharp.

* Sweat the small stuff — Just
because it’s cheap, doesn’t
mean it can’t help get you the
most for your home. Don’t un-
derestimate the little improve-
ments that can make a big
impression. Consider adding a
fresh coat of a neutral colored
paint on the interior walls, trim
and ceiling of your home. In-
vest in some good elbow
grease for a thorough cleaning
of every room. Buyers will no-
tice dirt, grim, dust, soap scum
and bad odors, and they will
leave less than impressed.
Take the time to clean out or
organize closets, cabinets and
storage spaces to highlight the
extra space buyers are looking
for.

Now for the don’ts:

* Don’t go overboard — Keep
in mind what you are selling
and the neighborhood in which
you live. Very few buyers are
going to want to buy the Taj
Majal in a sea of classic ranch
style homes. The last thing
you want to do is stick out like
a sore thumb or even worse—
become the highest priced
home in the neighborhood.
Before renovating, tour other
homes in your area to get ideas
for appropriate levels of appli-
ances and finishes.

* Don’t expect the new owner
to do everything — Just the op-
posite of going overboard, is
doing nothing at all. If you

only have a small budget allot-
ted for improvements, talk to
your real estate agent about
what features are in the most
need of replacing or updating.
In the end, not investing any-
thing into your home may lose
you the most money.

* Don’t do it yourself if it
should be done by a profes-
sional — Keep in mind that
buyers will be going over your
home with a fine-toothed comb
and they will easily be able to
spot poor craftsmanship. The
money you save by installing
appliances, painting, laying tile
or hanging cabinetry, could
cost you in aesthetics if you
don’t do it correctly.

* Don’t decorate — There’s no
need to spend additional
money to decorate or redesign
your home before listing it.
The trick is for buyers to be
able to walk in and picture
themselves living there. To do
that, the house needs to be re-
moved of personal collections
and photographs. Artwork
should not be distracting and
wallpaper should be taken
down and replaced with neu-
tral-painted walls. Remember
too that furniture and artwork
should add to the beautiful fea-
tures of your home, not distract
from them.

* Don’t change the function of
rooms — It may have been con-
venient for you to use your
dining room as an office while
living in your home, but buy-
ers will no doubt wonder
where on earth you eat dinner.
If you have changed the func-
tion of rooms, consider chang-
ing them back before putting
your house on the market.
Buyers need to be able to spa-
tially judge how their furniture

will fit into each room. That
will be difficult if you’ve left
your second bedroom as a bil-
liards hall.

Purchasing your home
was one of the best invest-
ments you’ve ever made and
you should enjoy it, feel com-
fortable and be surrounded by
the features and amenities that
you love. But once it comes
time to sell, your house be-
comes a product and should be
as attractive to potential buyers
as possible. The best possible
scenario when creating the
home of your dreams is that it
turns out to be the dream home
for future owners. If can do
that, you should have no trou-
ble getting the most out of your
investment.
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Val Cook-Watkins,
Manager of Coldwell
Banker Residential Broker-
age’s Orinda offices, pro-
vides the above tips. A
30-year real estate vet-
eran, Watkins oversees a
talented team of 78 real
estate professionals in the
East Bay. Her offices are
located at 5 Moraga Way
and 2 Theatre Square,
Suite 211, in Orinda. She
can be reached at 925-
253-4600 or by e-mail at
vcookwatkins@cbnorcal.com.
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RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
v Baths s
¥ Kitchens @
v Room Additions
v Finish Carpentry

v Repairs - dryrot, water
and fire damage -

925.631.1055

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers * Pillows ¢ Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery * Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ¢ Free Estimates By Phone

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

B Exterior / Interior
B Exceptional prep. work
¥ Fully insured and bonded

CA Lic. 555600 w

M.R.S.

Fioe (el Wosld Draltaamshiip

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

(925) 962-0579

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.
3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Lic# &ai53]
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Is your heating system

Vioore Mechanical'will'make
sure It Is with our energy
savings precison tune-up!

UURE
MECHANICAL
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

Residential * Commercial
License #785008

“°service. the way it used to be*

Offer #1 Offer #2

Furnace Energy Saving
Precision Tune-up Equipment

Our technicians will perform a 12 point If you’re thinking about upgrading your
precision tune-up that will ensure your old energy wasting system with a new
system is running as safely & efficiently high efficient furnace, then we have the
as possible! perfect solution for your home!
Precision tune ups include a 6 month “no break ¢ Up to $750.00 in uti[ily rebates
down guarantee” — Call for details. If it does, you .

will receive a full refund on your tune up! Plus for ¢ Up to $300.00 in manufacn’rer rebates
a limited time we will perform a complete ductwork ¢ 6 months same as cash financing
inspection and provide a written report with ¢ 30% or more in energy savings per mo.

recommendations.

All this for only:

§59.00) it T i

for more savings and offers

Call Nikole today to take advantage of these great offers!

025-837-332]

rMo We Service and Install all makes and models
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Q JdrTay. ©
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T gy Heating & Air Conditioning
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School Governing Board Meetings

Acalanes Union

High School District

Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 7:30 pm
- Special Session

Wednesday, Nov. 19

4

SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER
FOR SCOTT TURNER'S FAMILY:
Scott Turner is a teacher at Burton Val-
ley Elementary. His father has been di-
agnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig's
disease). He is hoping to raise money to
cover costs for his dad's care which are
not covered by insurance. Please join
friends and family on Saturday, Nov
15th from 6- 10pm at the Walnut Creek
Elk's Lodge, Creekside Drive in Walnut
Creek. Cost is $35.00. For more infor-
mation on how to obtain your ticket con-
tact Alicia Turner at 980-4678 or Marsha
King at 283-7180 or mchking@com-
cast.net. If you would like to donate an
item for the Silent Auction or help in
other areas, please call Alicia or Marsha.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

SCHOOL CALENDAR

Lafayette School District
LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette
Monday, Nov. 17 at 7:00 pm

Orinda Union School District
OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda
Monday, Nov. 17 at 1:00 pm

Not to be missed - Teens & Parents

A Parent's Guide to Gifted Children
(James T. Webb, Ph.D. and others) Join
other parents for a discussion of this
book and share your own parenting ex-
periences and tips. Monday, Nov 17th,
7:00-8:30pm, library, Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate School, 1010 Camino
Pablo, Moraga. No fee, register at event
or on-line (course #05-6102) at
http://adulted.acalanes.k12.ca.us/on-
linereg/.

Smart Money: Using the Bank In-
stead of Mom and Dad

Thursday, Nov. 20th, 7-9pm, in the Las
Lomas Theater. Learn how to make
smart credit choices, apply for auto loans
including the hidden expenses involved,

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
Monday, Nov. 18 at 7:30pm

\ 4

and keeping your identity safe. Parents
are welcome to attend. This series is
brought to you by the Las Lomas
PTSA's Parent Ed and Healthy Choices
Committees and is free of charge. Hand
outs will be available at all sessions.
Register on line: (course #056216)
http://adulted.acalanes.k12.ca.us/on-
linereg/.

Staying Connected to Your Teenager
(Dr. Michael Riera, Ph.D.) Tuesday,
Dec 2nd, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School library,
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga. Our dis-
cussion facilitator will be JM school
counselor, Ms. Heidi Felt.

Disaster Drill at Local Schools
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OIS students go under cover during a disaster drill conducted throughout the Orinda Union School District
and Miramonte High School on October 23rd.

Photo Andy Scheck
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Lamorinda Schools
AUHSD Facilities Bond Passes Convincingly

By Andrea A. Firth
With 63.9% of voters in

support, Measure E—
the $93 million Acalanes Union
High School District
(ACUHSD) Facilities Bond—
convincingly surpassed the 55%
threshold for approval. “T was
extremely pleased with the re-
sults,” reports Cheryl Knoll, a
Campolindo parent who helped
to spearhead the Measure E
campaign. “The people in this
community value what I con-
sider is our most important
asset—quality schools. 1 was
happy to see that people wanted
to continue to invest in our
schools for this generation and
those to come.”

Although bonds were sold
within four months of approving
the previous bond measure in
2002, Chris Learned, Assistant
Superintendent of Business
Services for AUHSD, is not sure
that things will move as quickly
this time around. “Because of
what is going on in the bond
market right now, timing will be
important,” states Learned.

The District has planned to
issue three series of bonds over a
six to eight year period. The first
series, originally estimated at

$50 million, may be smaller ac-
cording to Learned. “If we sell
bonds by March of next year,
some of the work may start in the
summer,” he explains. These
would be smaller projects that do
not require architectural approval
by the State, which can take up
to eight months.

“We are going to be very
prudent and careful on how we
proceed,” says AUHSD Govern-
ing Board member Tom Mul-
vaney. “We are starting the
planning process, and a prelimi-
nary project schedule will be
presented at the next meeting of
the Governing Board on No-
vember 19th.”

The District will start re-
cruiting for a citizen’s oversight
committee in December and ap-
pointments will be made by
January. The committee will in-
clude a broad range of citizens
representative of the commu-
nity. “The oversight committee
is key to the efficient adminis-
tration of the program,” states
Mulvaney. “We are looking for
people who can provide a com-
mon sense approach to how to
administer the funds for these
projects.”

Budget Update

On Thursday, November 6, Gover-
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger pro-
posed $4.5 billion in spending
reductions across state government
and $4.7 billion in revenue increases
to help close the state's budget
shortfall; this would include $2.5 bil-
lion in cuts to K-12 education.
Acalanes Union High School District
(AUHSD) Superintendent Jim Negri
stated, “Under the Governor's pro-
posed budget, the AUHSD would
lose approximately $300 per stu-
dent on the revenue limit plus it
would lose the minimal .68% in-
crease cost-of-living adjustment
(COLA) in the current budget. These
cuts translate into a $2,100,000 loss
of revenue this year. In order to
adopt a balanced 2008-2009
budget last June, the district had to
cut

$1,000,000 and ask the parent clubs
and foundations for $1,000,000. The
proposed mid-year cuts are greater
than what the district had to cut last
June.

The Governing Board and district
staff will be carefully reviewing the
Governor's proposal and working to
ensure that our students continue
to receive the high quality educa-
tion that they deserve.”

Voted Best Of The Best
In The East Bay

« Custom Hair Cuts
« Hair Extensions

Tuesday - Saturday
Evening Appointments Available

» Advanced Color Specialists

) {_I
g ALON 1@;‘ ARTIER

A FEILL 3LAVICE A LLCFH

“Masters, The True
Artists Of Color, Cut
& Style”

Seen In Harper's
Bagaar Magagine

925-939-7425

2400 Olympic Blvd., Suite 4 - Walnut Creek

Music LEssons

www.musicandart.org

Lamorindea Acaclgimy of Musie anel Ark
Private and group lessons

Piano, string insttuments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All-Ages & All Levels:

» 925-299-1240

-+

Orinda Academy

Parents, Students and Teachers
Working Together

Celebrating 26 Years 1982-2008

* College Preparatory
* Grades 7-12

* Average Class Size — 10 Students
* Supportive Learning Community
* Sports, Technology, Music and Art Programs
* Personalized College Counseling
* Educational Adventures Program

» UC and WASC Approved

Visit our community of students, parents, and
teachers to learn more about the many opportunities
and benefits of an Orinda Academy education.

Tuesday, Dec. 2" 7-9pm

All are welcome!

Economic Impact on Kids

By Jean Follmer
Santa Claus may be broke this

year. He may not be able to
bring that $700 game system. A
Lafayette mom said the annual
Tahoe family ski trip may be off this
winter. The economic downturn is
impacting more than our job secu-
rity, our portfolios, our home values
and our personal stress levels: it is
impacting our families and our chil-
dren.

A survey of some local child-
driven businesses supports this.
“Kids ‘N Dance is down from about
350 to 190 students. It’s devastat-
ing,” said Kris Mueller, owner of
Kids ‘N Dance in Lafayette. “In
summer, it (registration) was low. In
fall is when I started counting. It’s
down to almost as low as when I
started 15 years ago,” said Mueller.

High-end children’s clothing
boutiques have also noticed a
change. “I do think October was a
tough month for most businesses.
You have to be very creative and
work hard to do well,” said Laurie
Ivry of Red Wagon in Lafayette.

Toys are not quite as evident.
Handlebar Toys owner Lance Ghu-
lam said it’s hard to tell how the hol-
iday season will be because there is
always a natural drop in the 4th
quarter leading up to the holidays.

Ghulam believes that holiday gifts
for children will be one of the last
areas that parents will cut. “Buying
atoy is cheaper than taking them on
vacation,” said Ghulam. He has,
however, noticed a possible impact
of the economic downturn. “There
has been a pretty drastic cut in kids
coming in and buying toys them-
selves,” said Ghulam. Ghulam said
it was not uncommon for local chil-
dren to enter the store with $20-$30
in hand to buy a Lego set. “I think
parents are watching that more
closely,” said Ghulam.

The economic downturn has
impacted some children in ways be-
yond the acquisition of material
goods and luxury of enrichment ac-
tivities: it has changed family life.
One Lamorinda mother told the
Lamorinda Weekly how her family
has been impacted by the economic
downturn; her husband is an inde-
pendent contractor and has experi-
enced difficulty securing enough
work in the area. The situation has
forced him to regularly commute out
of state for work. While the family
would consider relocating to be to-
gether, they don’t want to put their
house on the market at this time. Al-
though the children are currently en-
rolled in a private school, the family

will be moving to the public school
system next year.

Other Lamorinda families
have suffered job losses. One fam-
ily could no longer afford their mort-
gage payments after the father lost
his job. They immediately put their
house on the market and are uncer-
tain about their future. Marriage and
Family Therapist Margie Ryerson
said the impact of job loss on chil-
dren can be extensive. “Personally,
I’ve seen many kids’ parents lose
their jobs over the years and it ulti-
mately makes the kids more resilient
and compassionate. But in the
meantime it’s embarrassing and
even shameful for them. Of course,
the fallout is a lot of anger directed at
the parents who were supposed to
protect them and some act out — mis-
behaving in school, slacking off ac-
ademically and testing limits,” said
Ryerson.

These are tough times for
many families and economists are
not predicting a quick fix to the
downturn. We need to be realistic
with our expectations and more cau-
tious in our spending. “It helps that
many families are cutting back this
year, even the ones with steady em-
ployment, but it’s still a tough situa-
tion,” said Ryerson.

ORINDA ACADEMY ¢ 19 ALTARINDA ROAD * ORINDA, CA 94563
For information please call our Admissions Office:

925-254-7553, admission@orindaacademy.org
www.orindaacademy.org

“Boogie for Baha™ Dance-a-thon at Seedlings Preschool
Submitted by Jenny Shepherd (
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Developmental Kindergarten class: Back Row / Left to Right: Brady Brinkman, Tyler Singh, Hayden Abolins,

Joseph O’'Dea, Madeline Seburn, Benjy Braunstein, Melissa Morris.

Front Row / Left to Right:
Logan Ketcham, and Niels Ekstrand

eedlings  Preschool  of

Lafayette recently held the
“Boogie for Baha’” Dance-a-thon
to raise tuition funds for the At-
faluna Society for Deaf Children in
Gaza City, Palestine. The Atfaluna
Society is a school specifically de-
signed to educate poverty-stricken
deaf children within Gaza City.
Seedlings “adopted” an 8-year old
Palestinian boy named Baha’
Hammo. The proceeds from the
dance-a-thon will go toward Baha’s
annual tuition. Baha’ is one of six
children and the only deaf child in
his family. He is known as a funny
student who loves to play with his
classmates and siblings.

As the preschool of
Lafayette-Orinda ~ Presbyterian
Church, Seedlings has held similar
fundraisers to promote world peace
(without borders) over the past 5
years. The experiences have been
very fulfilling for the families
LOPC and Seedlings and have en-
abled the Seedlings children to
learn compassion for other children
throughout the world.

In preparation for the dance-
a-thon, the children were shown
photos of Baha’. They looked at a
globe to determine how far away he
lives and learned a few simple
things in sign language. The dance-
a-thon was held on October 29 and
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Francesca Vasconi, Alexia Dunlavey, Allie Wayland, Anna Watson,

Photo submitted

30 and involved all of the Seedlings
students. Children aged from ba-
bies to 5 years old danced for 15
minutes on each day and had a great
time with freeze dances, running
around, and being silly. Their fun
paid off.

It takes only $600 to sponsor
one deaf child’s schooling for an
entire year at Atfaluna. As of the
date of this article, Seedlings is well
on its way to surpassing the more
than $1,000 raised in 2007’s
fundraiser. For more information or
to contribute to Seedlings’ effort on
behalf of the Atfaluna Society for
Deaf Children, please contact Jenny
Shepherd at (925) 360-7003.
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Acalanes High School ¢ Bentley School ¢ Burton Valley « Camino
Pablo Campolindo ¢ Contra Costa Jewish Day School ¢ Del Rey
Donald L. Rheem ¢ Glorietta * Happy Valley ¢ Joaquin Moraga

Orinda School District Proposes Parcel Tax for March Ballot

By Jean Follmer
Due to an immediate funding
need in the Orinda Union
School District, the School Board
has proposed a parcel tax measure
for a March, 2009 ballot. The pro-
posed tax would be an increase to
the current parcel tax which was
passed in March, 2003 — nearly 6
years ago. California state budget
cuts had a $700,000 impact on
Orinda’s budget last year and the
number is projected to be much
worse for next year.

In August the district can-
vassed the Orinda community to
determine the level of support for a
new parcel tax measure. They de-
termined an amount somewhere in
the vicinity of $100 would pass.
Since Proposition 13 requires that
parcel taxes pass with a 2/3 major-
ity vote, the Board has to be sure to
ask for an amount it can actually
get.

The Orinda School Board
held a special session on October 27
to review the proposed parcel tax.
“The parcel tax pays for the teach-
ers’ salaries. We want to pay to keep
these great teachers. We’re not talk-
ing about something special and
nice for enrichment. We’re talking
about operating our schools.,” said
Board Member Glenn Alper.
Orinda hopes to keep its teachers’
salaries competitive. “If we cannot
supplement salaries with parcel tax

revenue we lose competitiveness
with surrounding districts. We are
now slipping behind the regional av-
erage,” said Board President Riki
Sorenson. “We’ve lost programs in
the past 1 ' years and getting them
back is even harder,” said Board
Member Pat Rudebusch. After
some discussion about exactly when
the measure should appear on the
ballot, the Board agreed to move
forward with March. The Board met
again on November 3.

Preliminary indications are
that the measure will seek to raise
the current parcel tax of $385 by
$120 to $505. “When we met (on
November 3) we were able to agree
that we would continue on our
course to get a new parcel tax on the
ballot for March. The tax would re-
semble the current tax in being a flat
tax (no escalator), with a low-in-
come senior exemption. The current
parcel tax amount would be bumped
up by $120 (from $385 to $505), but
the $120 figure may change after
further discussion (at the upcoming
November 17 board meeting),” said
Sorenson.

Although many Bay Area
communities (including Lafayette)
have passed parcel taxes that in-
clude inflationary factors, the
Orinda School Board believes an
escalator could reduce the chances
of passing the vital measure. In
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March, 2002, the Orinda schools
suffered a parcel tax defeat when an
inflation adjustment was included
in the measure. Orinda passed the
current parcel tax of $385 passed a
year later as a flat tax.

If the Orinda School Board is
not successful in passing the parcel
tax measure, they expect a signifi-
cant impact in the classroom next
year. “A parcel tax would help us
get through this crisis without a se-
vere impact on core classroom pro-
grams. There is nothing left to trim
from our budget except in the core
classrooms. There is nothing left to
trim because EFO (Education
Foundation of Orinda) and Parents
Club have assumed responsibility
for paying for programs that we
have already cut including art,
music, P.E., library and classroom
assistants — none of those programs
are part of the OUSD budget any-
more,” said Sorenson.

The School Board was wait-
ing to see how other Bay Area
parcel tax measures did in the No-
vember 4 election given the cur-
rent economy. “I'm told that
eleven out of fourteen in the
greater Bay Area passed,” said
Sorenson. The Board is currently
working to establish the leader-
ship team for the parcel tax cam-
paign and will reconvene on
November 17 at 1:00 pm.
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LASF Party on the Horizon

By Cathy Tyson
cademic supporters will flock ~ appetizers, gaming,
for the first time to the Orinda ~ live music, dancing
Country Club for the Lafayette Art ~ and numerous raf-
and Science Foundation’s “Love  fles. All the pro-
Lafayette, Love Education” party ~ ceeds, less
on November 15, 2008. This year ~ expenses, fund
it’s a group effort with parent clubs ~ LASF arts and
and PTA’s working together to  science programs
reach the community’s fundraising ~ at Burton Valley,
goals. “This is an especially im- ~ Happy Valley,
portant year for our event with the ~ Lafayette, and

Springhill Elementary
Schools, Stanley Middle
School and Acalanes High School.

massive state budget problems,”
said Darci Chan, president of
LASF. Abig turnout is expected for

Town Hall Theatre
Teams with OIS and Stanley in Fall Productions

By Jean Follmer

e e
Clive Worsley working with actors at OIS

It’s time to put down the Lamor-
inda Weekly and head to Orinda
Intermediate School (OIS) or Stan-
ley Middle School for a spectacular
fall production. Town Hall Theatre
of Lafayette has teamed with OIS
and Stanley for the first time.

OIS Production
The Bulldog Theatre Com-
pany is presenting “Sherlock

Holmes and the Hound of the
Clackervilles” beginning today, No-
vember 12 and running through No-
vember 15. The production is based
on the book by Craig Sodaro. Clive
Worsley of Town Hall Theatre di-
rects sixty OIS students in this
comedic spoof. Clive said he and
his producer, Kathy Simon, chose a
comedy as a result of feedback from
both the community and the actors.
They all expressed an interest in
something beyond the recent pro-
ductions of “Peter Pan”, “Snow
White” and “Beauty and the Beast.”
Having comic scenes throughout the
play has been a change for many of
the actors. “It’s been great to see the
kids grow. There is usually comic
relief (in a fairy tale) that is driving

toward more of a moral of a story,”
said Worsley, who has worked at
OIS for about seven years through
his affiliation with the California
Shakespeare Theatre. The benefits
of participation extend well beyond
gaining experience in a new acting
genre. “The elements of self-con-
trol, fairness, teamwork and the ben-
efits of passive learning are all
evident,” said OIS parent DD Fel-
ton. Felton’s daughter, Kela, is par-
ticipating in the production. “Acting
is a way for you to branch out from
the crowd. Clive is a great role
model and person to look up to,”
said Kela Felton. Show times are:
November 12 at 5:00, November 13
at 5:00, November 14 at 5:00 and
8:00, November 15 at 3:00 and 7:00
at the Orinda Intermediate School
Theatre.
Stanley Production

Stanley Middle School is pre-
senting a musical titled “A Magical
Journey.” The musical is directed by
Emily Garcia of Town Hall Theatre.
“A Magical Journey is a series of
musical numbers that takes us on a
trip through the ups and downs of

od
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Stanley Wildcats on Stage presents: A Magical Journey, Back Row Left to Right: Georgia Jansky, Brendan O'-
Donnell, Scott McCormick, Front Row: Blair Howard, Daphne Ford, Angela Falk

Photo submitted

pursuing our dreams. It begins with
the inspiration to take that first step,
moves on to the journey, then find-
ing love, loss and ultimately coming
back to what’s important — friend-
ship,” said Garcia. The production
includes many popular Broadway
songs like “Magic to Do” from Pip-
pin, “Can’t Stop the Beat” from
Hairspray and “All That Jazz” from
Chicago. “I put together the musical
review myself. I took a high level
journey to relate to the middle
school experience,” said Garcia. At
the beginning of the production,
Garcia asked all of the students to
share their middle school experi-
ences and feelings in writing. Many
of them will be shared during narra-
tions throughout the production.
Garcia said the narration will range
from one student’s love of nachos to
another’s love of family. “It makes
it more personal that they’re reading
their own words. This is a great op-
portunity for all performers to have
their moment to shine,” said Garcia.
Showtimes are: November 13 at
6:00 and 8:00 and November 14 at
6:00 and 8:00.

Photo submitted

Download SON!
“Your” stor ’
y (now thru December 12th only) "no contracts ever’
from trumpet-trombone-french horn-baritone-tubg-sax
wwWw (all styles including jazz band auditions prep)
A )W CA credentialed music teacher with references
Weekly.com é 925'?05'3119 or yourbrassinstructor@yaghoo.com

. SeMINOW! Thankgiving Week

fashion studio Kids Holiday Gift Camp

Make your own unique and
special holiday gifts!
Choose from great projects like: Table
Runners, Christmas stockings, Blankets,
Chefs Aprons, Pillows, Advent Calendars.
Mon to Wed 11/24-26, AM or PM

Adult Holiday
Decorating Workshop
Create your own modern heirloom

Thursday 12/4 12:15-2:15pm
4 For more information drop-in, call, or visit:
i b www.sewnow.com
Open Studio Time - Workshops - Custom Embroidery - Brother Sewing Machines - Birthday Parties - Girl Scouts

sewnow! 960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette [1 block S of Mt. Diablo] (925) 283-7396 info@sewnow.com
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saklan | valley|school
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PRESCHOOL THROUGH 8TH GRADE

Engaging Minds

KINDERGARTEN TOURS
Friday, November 14®
Friday, December 12

GROUP TOURS
Friday, November 21+
Friday, December 5%

All tours are 8:30am-10:00am
Please RSVP to the Admissions Office

2009-2010 APPLICATION
DEADLINE IS JANUARY 30, 2009

Inspiring Creativity

Enriching Lives

ADMISSIONS CONTACT
admissions@saklan.org, 925-376-7900 x16

5th Grade educational trip
Marin Headlands, 2008

RSVP ;t www.saklan.org, or call at 925-376-7900

925.376.7900 | www.saklan.org | 1678 School Street | Moraga, CA 94556

Call to
schedule a

FREE

placement test
today!

Great things are possible when your child has the skills to succeed on her own.

Kumon Math and Reading unlocks your child’s potential using a proven method that
nurtures achievement. Victories are frequent. And rewarding. So she’s motivated
time and again to seek out the next challenge.

For over 50 years, Kumon Instructors worldwide have helped millions of children
defy expectations, and dare to exceed them.

KUMON MATH & READING CENTER OF
LAFAYETTE - 925.284.9038
925 VILLAGE CENTER #3
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
www.kumonlafayetteca.com

©2008 Kumon North America, Inc.
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Applying to College

By Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D.

s the Class of 2009 works its

way toward graduation, and
transforms itself into next year’s fall
freshmen at institutions around the
country, these seniors are tackling
their college applications. This ef-
fort adds an additional layer of
stress to an already jammed senior
calendar. I want to offer some tips
and strategies [ give my own clients
for preparing their applications. By
now I assume that the college list is
virtually complete. It is important
to keep in mind that preparing a col-
lege application is a lot of work;
there is no getting around that. Fol-
low these guidelines and your task
will be easier.
B Do not procrastinate! First,
figure out exactly what each col-
lege’s application process is (dead-
lines, number of letters of
recommendation, essay require-
ments). Next, make a time line for
precisely what needs to be done and
by when. Plan to meet all deadlines
well ahead of time. Procrastination
can result in missed opportunities,
such as when a favorite teacher
turns down your request to write
your letter of recommendation be-
cause you asked too late.
B File electronically. The actual
process of filing an application is
quite simple now that most colleges
accept electronic submissions.
Word processing has made revising
essays and applications far easier
than in your parents’ day; you can
update and edit your application
right up until the time of submis-
sion.

B Be neat and complete! Tt is
difficult to condense yourself into
the small boxes on an application,
and it is easy to make errors. Be-
fore you hit the “submit” key, be
sure to double check everything for
completeness and accuracy. Care-
less errors tarnish an otherwise
strong application, and can reflect
poorly on the applicant. Remem-
ber, the electronic world can make
things less complex, but cut and
paste features also make it easier to
make mistakes. Itisnota good idea
for an admissions officer at Car-
leton College to read that you are
excited about attending Reed!

B Write an effective essay. This
topic was covered in October (to
read, visit the Lamorinda archives
at www.lamorindaweekly.com);
here I will add just a few guidelines.
Never let anyone, however well-in-
tentioned, write any part of your
essay. First, it is unethical and, sec-
ond, those who read applications
are skilled at distinguishing a stu-
dent’s voice. Some colleges, if they
are in doubt, will request a writing
sample that has been graded at high
school. Remember the SAT and
ACT essays you wrote are also
available to admissions officers. Fi-
nally, and most importantly, you de-
serve to know you are accepted ata
college on your own merits.

M Take advantage of appropri-
ate help to support your essay writ-
ing. You can brainstorm ideas with
others and get comments about
rough drafts. Itis best to ask some-
one who can be objective, like your

www.lamorindaweekly.com

English teacher or school counselor.
Help with final editing and proof-
reading is also fine, and I strongly
recommend it. Admissions officers
know you have time to polish your
essays and expect you will do so; it
is a sign that you are taking your ap-
plication to the school seriously.

B Consider the Common Appli-
cation. First, check to see if the
schools you are applying to accept
the common application. Hundreds
of colleges now do. It was designed
to simplify the admissions process.
Go to www.commonapp.org for the
latest information. Students some-
times ask me whether a college that
maintains its own application, but
gives students a choice about which
to use, might prefer its own forms.
Colleges pledge to treat all applica-
tions equally, and they keep that
pledge. So the choice is entirely up
to you.

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. works
as an independent college
advisor in Lafayette. Dr. LaS-
cala draws on 20 years of ex-
perience in higher education
and research to customize the
college search and admission
process for students and their
families. She has 3 daugh-
ters—one a graduate of Cal
Poly (San Luis Obispo), one a
sophomore at MIT and the
youngest, a junior in high
school.

Dr. LaScala can be contacted
at elizabeth@doingcollege.com
or (925) 891-4491.
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Increase in Anxiety Among Children and Teens

By Margie Ryerson, MFT
Teachers and health profession-

als have reported increased
anxiety among children and teens in
recent years, and I’'m seeing it too.
In many instances, there is a genetic
predisposition for a child to develop
anxiety. If you or anyone in your
family suffers from anxiety-related
conditions, your child may also be
affected.

If your child exhibits any of
the following behaviors for a
lengthy period of time, it is impor-
tant to seek help from your physi-
cian and then possibly a mental
health professional: frequent night-
mares and fear of being alone in her
room at night; inability to fall asleep
or go back to sleep if awakening in
the middle of the night; sudden lack
of concentration in school; compul-
sive thoughts or behavior (hair-
pulling, body image and eating
issues, cutting, etc.); or excessive
worrying about safety for herself
and her family

Some cases of anxiety are less
biologically-based and more situa-
tional, however. In our current na-
tional and world environment, even
the calmest among us can be sus-
ceptible to bouts of anxiety. One
seventeen year-old told me recently
that he worries constantly about his
future — getting into a good college,
finding a satisfying job, being in an
enduring relationship, and now
more than ever, having the financial
means to live a good life. He wor-
ries, too, about the environment and
unsafe conditions in the world.

That’s certainly a lot for a young
person to carry around!

A twelve year-old girl con-
fides about her worries for her par-
ents’ safety because they both travel
a lot for work. She is an only child
and is frequently left in the care of
college-age babysitters during the
week. Her family doesn’t eat dinner
together even when everyone is
home. Her parents treat her more
like a friend than a child. “Emily”
likes to be treated like an equal, but
in reality she suffers from not hav-
ing enough emotional support and
time with her parents. Because she
was trying hard to suppress her wor-
ries, fears, and loneliness, Emily de-
veloped an anxiety disorder. Her
anxiety attacks became more fre-
quent and alarming, and struck with-
out warning or explanation.
Eventually, Emily asked her parents
to obtain help for her.

If you see your child strug-

gling with anxiety and feeling less
in control, encourage her to share
her thoughts and feelings with you.
Your child may need more time to
be with you and to have opportuni-
ties to talk. Find time to relax alone
together in interactive ways, not just
watching television or videos.

It can help your child to hear
that a certain amount of worry and
anxiety is perfectly natural and nor-
mal, and that she is not alone in feel-
ing this way. And it is comforting for
her to know that if she can’t handle
her feelings on her own, you will
help in any way you can.

Try adding additional routines
to family life. Children crave routine
and certainty. It helps them feel safe.
Even though they may complain
about “Borinda” and “Boraga,” a
certain amount of predictability is
reassuring. Continue to provide
structure and limits for your child.
Help her learn and practice relax-
ation techniques. Bring up changes
or future events ahead of time to try
to avoid upsetting surprises. And, as
always, try to set a good example. If
you have your own anxieties, man-
age them as best you can through in-
creased exercise, meditation or
yoga, healthy eating, finding support
among friends and family, or possi-
ble therapy and/or medication.

When we travel on an airplane
and experience unexpected turbu-
lence, it is natural to watch the flight
attendants to see how they are re-
sponding to the situation. We want
to see them looking calm and re-
laxed so we can feel reassured. (We
just hope they aren’t being good ac-
tors!) Similarly, children look to us
for cues on how to respond to cer-
tain situations. Like a virus, anxiety
can be transmitted back and forth
among family members. By being
observant and responsive, you can
help your child learn to manage her
anxiety.

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a
marriage and family therapist
in Orinda and Walnut Creek.
Contact her at 925-376-9323
or www.margieryerson.com

Troop 212 to Honor Tom “Mac” McIntosh -
“A Man Among Boys”

Submitted by Trish Piatt
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Tom “Mac” Mclntosh, as-
sumed leadership of
Troop 212 in Moraga for what
he thought would be a four-
year commitment.  Thirty-
seven years later, Mac is

Photo provided
stepping down as scoutmaster
and leaving a lasting impres-
sion on the lives of hundreds of
young men, sons and grand-
sons included.

Mac dedicated his adult

Kidls Imte
Speaking
Mandarin

Prezchool Aged Immersion &
Mandarin Classes for all ages
MNew classes begin Jan. '09
in Lafayette
(925) 9462-9800

PAPYRUS

greeting cards ¢ stationery
custom printing invitations

3645-C Mt. Diablo Boulevard
Lafayette, CA

925.283.2391

life to mentoring young boys
while honing their transforma-
tion into confidant, self-as-
sured leaders. More than 250
of these young men attained
Eagle Scout, the highest award
scouting has to offer, and many
have gone on to leadership
roles of their own.

With the scouts, Mac has
accrued a travelogue that
would make many seasoned
travelers green with envy:
backpacking in the high Sier-
ras, the Grand Canyon, British
Columbia, New Mexico, and
the Yukon Territory of Canada;
biking in Oregon, Canada, and
Bavaria; canoeing on the
Yukon River in Alaska, the
Green River in Utah, and the
Bowron Lakes of Northern
British Columbia.

For his scouting services,
Mac has received many distin-
guished awards including the
Silver Beaver Award and the
BSA Distinguished Citizen
Award, both from the Mt. Dia-
blo Silverado Council. He was
the recipient of Moraga’s Citi-
zen of the Year Award in 1995
and The National Presbyterian
God and Service Award.

Mac has a favorite
proverb that he feels sums up
what he and the troop are all
about: “Train up a child in the
way he should go, and when he
is old he will not turn from it."
Mac says, “For over thirty-
seven years | have had the
pleasure and honor of working
with some fine men and enjoy-
ing the company of some out-
standing boys, men and women
—a marvelous blessing.”

Fortunately for the boys
in Troop 212, the energetic 78
year old Mac plans to stay ac-
tive in troop activities. He is
determined not to retire, but
only to pass the reigns to the
next leader, Rainer "Rhino"
Del Valle, who was himself a
Troop 212 Eagle.

Those associated with
Troop 212, past and present,
feel the pleasure and honor
have been theirs. A Tribute Re-
ception to honor Mac for his
dedication and service to the
troop will be held on Saturday,
November 29, from 2:30-
5:00pm at the Moraga Valley
Presbyterian Church.

Taylor Boulevard Clean Up
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ichael Inserra says that when

the City of Lafayette didn’t
respond to his request to clean up
Taylor Boulevard, he took the mat-
ter into his own hands. Inserra ap-
proached the Peter Pan Foundation
(a local non-profit) and local kids
to volunteer their time to help clean
up the street. Springbrook Pool (at
which Mr. Inserra is President) do-
nated its dumpster to dispose of the
refuse. Thanks to their efforts, Tay-
lor is looking clean and green

Meet the Author at Sleepy Hollow

By Jean Follmer
. U

Elizabeth Ellison reading to students

leepy Hollow Elementary

School will host author and
former Orinda resident Elizabeth
Stow Ellison on November 19 at
6:30 pm. Ellison will be on hand to
present and discuss her new book,
Flight.

Flight is about a family strug-
gling with the hidden illiteracy of
their son, Evan, who is a freshman
in high school. The story is nar-

Photo provided

rated from the point-of-view of
Evan’s twelve year-old sister and is
set in Orinda. “I want Flight to be
a message to all readers that they
too can take flight from whatever it
is that’s holding them back in their
lives,” said Ellison.

Ellison attended school in
Orinda until she moved to Southern
California at age nine. “It was in
Miss Hanson’s third grade class at

Glorietta Elementary School where
I began my writing career, though |
didn’t know it at the time. We just
wrote a lot and [ loved it.”

In addition to being an author,
Ellison is a 5th grade teacher. Elli-
son looks forward to returning
home to Orinda. “I have lived in
many areas, but Orinda had a sig-
nificant impact on me. [ attended
Glorietta and even as a young child
I knew that I was getting the best
education. The teachers and the
community as a whole are so in-
vested in their children. Orinda
made such an impression on me as
a child that I had no doubts about
setting my novel in that town. Iam
so pleased to have this opportunity
to share my novel with Orinda,”
said Ellison.

The Sleepy Hollow event is
free and is open to the public. Elli-
son will also be at Orinda Books for
a book signing on November 22 at
3:00 pm. For more information
about Elizabeth Stow Ellison, visit
her website at www.elizabethstow-
ellison.com.

Burton Valley Elementary School's Walk a Thon

b

Red Ribbon Week Walk-a-thon at Burton Valley
co-chair Alyse Pellegrini, Katja Brewer, Sarah Shipway and co-chair Tracy Brewer
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Zeta Gallery

A new exciting place for contemporary crafts
and art of Aftica

3437 Mt. Diablo Boulevard,
www.zetagallery.com, 283 6011

Evelyn Fulgado-Taylor invites the Lamorinda
community to her gallery opening on Satur-
day, November 15, to discover the opening ex-
hibition during the reception from 3 to 7 p.m.
The opening exhibition will showcase sculp-
ture by Robert Cantor, ceramics by Margo
Scarpulla, paintings from Kevan Bean, fine
photography by Allan Mendez as well as sin-
gular fine jewelry by Leila Fulgado and Eve-
lyn Fulgado-Taylor. In addition the gallery
will feature a unique collection devoted to the
art of Africa. “It has been my lifelong dream
to open an art gallery, “says Fulgado-Taylor,
an artist herself, “I’m looking forward to being
part of the art community of Lamorinda.”

Mbuya Mask Pende Tribe D.R. Congo Photo courtesy Zeta web site
New Restaurants in Lamorinda:

In Orinda:

Turquoise Mediterranean Grill, 70 Moraga Way, Orinda, 253-2004

The family-owned and operated restaurant across from Pete’s Coffee offers steaks, kebabs, falafel, hummus,

dolma, tabouleh, in plates or wraps and sandwiches. Great food for the meat-eating and vegetarians alike.

Village Pizza, 19 Orinda Way, Orinda, 254-1200
Village Pizza is now under new ownership.

In Lafayette:
Knoxx will replace Per Tutti at 3576 Mt Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette.
New management promises friendly family dining in a fun atmosphere. More information soon.

Keenan Heinz Co. is Moving to Concord

Still in Lafayette until the end of November, 3454 Mt. Diablo Bld.

“The whole corner is going to be torn down,” says Joe Heinz, who has been running the store for ten years, “This
is a heartache, we’ve made a lot of friends in Lafayette, it was a funky place, that worked well for us.” The prop-
erty was sold to Merrill Garden, a development corporation based in Seattle, which plans to re-develop the whole
corner.

Ten years ago Heinz and his wife started a frame shop with a bit of retail. It evolved to become retail-only after
four years and prospered. More than a year ago the couple looked for a place to open a second store and found
the Concord location at 1700 East Street. It took months of renovation but they are now ready to occupy the new
space. “We are looking for a new place in Lafayette as well,” says Heinz, who doesn’t want to give up on the city
he loves.

“Green” Business Events Becoming a Tradition

Sustainable Lafayette and Sustainable Moraga have been sponsoring regular networking and entertaining events
in the community, supported by the three Lamorinda Chambers of Commerce. The last event was on November
11th, the fourth Lamorinda “Green Drinks”, at Pizza Antica. Lamorinda Green Drinks is an informal opportunity
for local businesses and residents that are interested in green practices and sustainability to socialize, network and
learn from one another. Location and town changes every month.

VoiceMedia/Susan & Friends Casting Gets Fun International Activities Going

283-6446, susansvoicemedia.com

Susan McCollom has a full service recording studio and voice-over training company in downtown Lafayette,
where she’s lived for 20 years. The studio audio engineer, Michael Bruce, is also a Lafayette resident. Recently
one of Susan’s students, Josh Snyder, booked a job for AXE Body Spray. The client was in a recording studio in
Argentina and directed Josh over Skype phone lines while Michael recorded Josh in the Lafayette studio. Since
the client was Spanish speaking and VoiceMedia is not, they had another studio in Miami online acting as inter-
preters. Who knew such international excitement could take place in Little OI’ Lafayette?

Small Business Administration Seminars

The Chambers of Commerce recommend taking advantage of the free seminars offered by the Small Business Ad-
ministration in the East Bay. Of particular interest in these times of difficult financing is “Accessing Capital for
Small Businesses and Start-Up Companies in Hayward on Tuesday November 18th from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. For
more information and to register go to www.castbaysbdc.org

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

100 Lafayette Circle, Suite 103, www.lafayettechamber.org, 925-284-7404

» Congratulations to new Board Members: Dave Simpson, Lafayette Book Store; Debbie Cooper, Mechanics
Bank; David Watson, Professional Automotive. Elected to a new term: Larry Blodgett, Blodgett’s Abbey
Carpet & Flooring; Caesar Perales, Caesar Perales, CPA; Steve Cortese, Cortese Investments; Tony Eichers,
Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa; Polly Bernson, Diablo Rapid Print; Steve Palsa, Minuteman Press of Lafayette;
AJ Nisen, Bank of America Mortgage . Returning to the Board: Dennis Garrison, Oakwood Athletic Club;
Barbara Townsend, Future’s Explored; Sandi Mitchell, Empire Realty; Budd MacKenzie, Budd Mackenzie,
Attorney; Larry Duson, Bank of the West; Edward Zeidan, Nerd4Rent.

e The GREEN Committee Wed., Nov. 19 12 noon, Chamber office.

*  Community Thanksgiving Breakfast Fri Nov 21 at 7:30 a.m. at Temple Isaiah 3800 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Join city
leaders, residents, and the business community for breakfast that is a 28 year tradition. The 29th Annual
Community Thanksgiving Breakfast will be held on Friday, November 21, from 7:30am - 9:00am at Temple
Isaiah, 3458 Mt. Diablo Blvd. (just off Risa Rd.). Breakfast will be graciously prepared by Susan Foord
Catering. Reservations can be made by calling the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce at 284-7404 or
download a registration form at www.lafayettechamber.org. Cost is $15 per person.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce

» Congratulations to the elected Board Members: Ellen Beans, Friend of the Chamber; Dimitry Brokman,
Manager Union Bank of California; Tim Farley, Director Community & Government Relations Saint Mary's
College; Mike Lawrence, Manager, Longs at the Rheem and Moraga Shopping Centers; Walter Nelson,
Realtor Caldwell Banker; Yelena Mucovich, Global Security Systems; Ravi Singh, Owner Rheem
Automotive; Edy Schwartz, Friend of the Chamber; Wendy Scheck, Associate Publisher, Advertising,
Lamorinda Weekly; Larry Tessler, Score.

 State of the Town Address, Wednesday, November 19th starting at 7:00 p.m. in the Rheem Theatre. Come
and hear the address by Mayor Lynda Deschambault, a wrap-up of town events for this past year. The
Business Person of the Year, chosen by the Chamber, will be announced. The Chamber co-sponsors this
event with the Town.

* The next Chamber meeting is Friday, November 21st, 7:30 a.m. coffee and muffins, meeting from 8:00 to
9:00 a.m. at the Hacienda. David Gill, Saint Mary's professor, will speak on business ethics.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce

*  The first Orinda restaurant tour at the end of September was a success beyond expectation, generating $2,230
for the Educational Foundation of Orinda (EFO), 1/3 of the total tickets proceed. EFO and the Chamber
celebrated their collaboration on October 14th.

*  Next Chamber General meeting will be the annual Christmas Mixer, Thursday, December 11, 2008 from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Mechanics Bank, 77 Moraga Way, Orinda.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Is it a Good Time to Buy or Sell a Business?

By Sophie Braccini

Ken Tom

en Tom wants to sell his

business because he wants
to retire, “I have a customer base
and a viable business, but not the
energy to go after new contracts,”
says the Moraga entrepreneur,
who provides satellite communi-
cation systems primarily to Fed-
eral Government Agencies and
emergency services. Tom’s situ-
ation is not uncommon and many
Baby Boomers, reaching retire-
ment age, are looking for a way
out of the business they devel-
oped. If the supply of businesses
for sale is steady, it should be a
good time to buy, but the credit
restriction our economy faces is
the biggest challenge that poten-
tial buyers have to overcome.

“We still have a lot of po-
tential buyers and sellers,” says
Jim Rusconi, a local business
broker with Bluekey Business
Brokerage, “the entrepreneurial
spirit is high and people want to
control their own destiny.” Rus-
coni identifies financing as the
biggest challenge: “The Small
Business Administration (SBA)
has tightened its rules to approve
loans,” says the broker. Like any

Photo Wendy Sa;e-ck
other institution, SBA is looking
to minimize its risk and is requir-
ing potential business owners to
prove their professional expertise
in the same field as the business
they want to buy.

Is a closely related business
experience a necessity for suc-
cess in buying a business? “We
believe that a key to the success
of any transaction is how the deal
is structured and how long the
previous owner is ready to be
available to train the new owner,”
says Julie White, another
Bluekey broker who has been in
the business for many years.

“A business owner can help
with the financing,” says Didi
Cooklev, who is also a local busi-
ness broker, “that way they show
confidence in their own business
and they help in this difficult
economy.” Cooklev has seen
owners financing 33 to 50% of
the price of their company,
“everything is negotiable,” she
says, “the price is important but
equally important is how you are
structuring the deal.”

Potential owners have to be
creative as far as pulling re-

sources together. “One solution,
once you have asked all your
family members and friends, is to
tap into your 401K,” says Rus-
coni, “using that money is possi-
ble without penalty and we see
more and more people using that
resource.”

Using retirement money re-
quires a high degree of confi-
dence in the endeavor buyers are
ready to commit to. “When you
buy a business you need to check
its margins and the quality of its
cash flow,” says Rusconi, “your
best bet is to assemble a team to
help you with your due dili-
gence.” Besides an experienced
business broker, Rusconi recom-
mends working with a Certified
Public Accountant and a business
lawyer.

In this time of slow eco-
nomic growth, the sector of in-
vestment will be crucial too. Both
Rusconi and Cooklev recom-
mend the health care industry,
senior related businesses, profes-
sional services, and manufactur-
ing.

Finally, locating a business
that is for sale is not as easy as
finding a home. There is no
Multiple Listing Service for busi-
nesses as there are for homes.
The names of he business for sale
most of the time stay confidential
since owners do not want to scare
employees and clients. “There
are sites on line that can be good
resources,” suggests Cooklev,
“the listings are blind and will not
even provide a precise location,
but it can help to narrow down a
search.” Among others she cites
bizben.com and Bizbuysell.com.

Jim Rusconi can be reached
at 631 0132 and Didi Cooklev at
377-6700.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at
sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
or call our office at 925-377-0977.
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computer technical support

repairs * training * websites

925.283.5666

Nerd4Rent.com

34503 Mt Diablo Blvd, Suite 4

Computer Consulting & Training Lafayette, California 94549

Contractor LIC # 762208

visit our website

Bay Area
Drainage,

“For All Your
Drainage Needs”

Inc.

e French Drains
e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems
e Sump Pumps
e Retaining Walls

~F

General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated

925.377.9209

www.bayareadrainage.com
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Are you getting the most out of Quickbooks?
Would you like to learn more?
QuickBooks Training & Accounting Evaluation Availoble
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455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556

Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe

925.376.2325 — 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe — Estate planning
Lisa ]. Radcliffe — Family Law, custody, support and visitation

L2

ALL FURLOVE PET CARE

# Daily Pet Visits while You're away

# Mid-Day Dog Walks

# Barb Pensky, Orinda owner
(925) 212-7422

One FREE Visit

with 3 day booking, new clients only

I www.AllFurLovePetCare.com }

bonded &
insured

Lynn’s Top Five

Extraordinary Times Call for Extraordinary Care

By Lynn Ballou, EA, CFP

essons Learned from the

Past: that could also be
the title for this column. We
are living in extraordinary
times. Times we probably
would have preferred to miss!
However, we also have the op-
portunity and in fact the NEED
to put our choices under a mag-
nifying glass and use this as a
chance to make some key
changes in the financial deci-
sions we make --- choices that
will not just benefit us today,
but could set a good tone for us
in better times as well.

Those of us from my gen-
eration have frequently made a
bit of fun of our parents and
grandparents regarding their
very cautious ways --- driving
cars for 10+ years, recycling
rubber bands from the newspa-
per, rinsing aluminum foil and
reusing it again --- I’m sure
you have your own family fa-
vorites! But what we forget
when we tease them about
these habits, is that they lived,
or their parents lived through
an extraordinary event: The
Great Depression. In the news,
everyday, pundits are compar-
ing these times we are in to that
moment in history. Only time
will tell if they are right --- we
certainly hope that this experi-
ence falls well short of that ---
but there are lessons to be
learned about thrift, recycling,
not being such a disposable so-
ciety, and just common good
sense.

1)  Find ways to spend less.
In our hurried, harried life we
often do what is expedient, and
not thrifty. If you invest time
in spending less, it’s the same
as earning more --- except tax
free! Don’t buy things you

don’t really need. Shop around
on-line or via newspaper ads
for bargains on what’s essen-
tial. Defer big ticket items
until truly needed, instead of
wanted. If you have children,
make it a game and get them
involved, too! This will have
the added benefit of giving
them a lifetime of good money
management skills and intu-
ition.

2)  Find free or inexpensive
ways to play. This is a great
time of year to visit the beach,
go for a bike ride, make a pic-
nic and walk the dog in a new
park you’ve not explored yet.
Do it! Get out all the toys
you’ve accumulated over the
years and use them. Note to
myself: Lynn, clean off the 20
year old canoe and take it to the
reservoir --- see you there!

3) Don’t stop investing. If
you are enrolled in your 401(k)
or other plan at work, or if you
simply have your own savings
plan, don’t stop adding while
the markets are down unless
you must to make ends meet.
The dollar cost averaging you
are doing now during these
down markets is like walking
into Nordstrom and finding all
your favorite stuff on sale at a
HUGE discount! What you
should do is carefully review
your current holdings and
where your new money is in-
vesting to be sure it’s the mak-
ings of a sensible long-term,
high quality, portfolio. Quality
is the key — high quality never
goes out of style for long!

4) Don’t panic! It’s tempt-
ing to pull everything out and
putitin cash. Unless you have
very short-term need of the
funds, you could be hurting
yourself more than helping.

istockphoto

This is especially true in your
retirement accounts.
5) Be charitable, but maybe
give time instead of cash or as-
sets. Not everyone can afford
to give money, stock and other
assets to charity, though most
of us can certainly find a way
to help out the local food bank,
for example, or pitch in for
Toys for Tots. This is a good
year to volunteer your time if
you can’t help with your
checkbook. And this provides
a super opportunity to give
your children a chance to par-
ticipate and see what a differ-
ence they can make. You can
call a family meeting and have
your kids, grandkids, friends
and even colleagues help with
ideas and organize participa-
tion --- and carpool to save gas!
Just remember, these ex-
traordinary times will be
looked back on someday and
provide lessons to future gen-
erations. You’ll have a lot to
share with future generations -
-- if they listen any better than
we did! And yes, someday we
might just remember these as
“the good old days!”

Lynn Ballou is a Certified Financial
Planner (CFP) and co-owner of
Ballou Plum Financial Advisors,
LLC, a Registered Investment Ad-
visory (RIA) firm in Lafayette.
Lynn is also a Registered Principal
and Branch Manager with LPL Fi-
nancial (LPL). As such, she is re-
quired by securities regulations to
add the following information to
this column: The opinions voiced
in this material are for general in-
formation only and not intended
to provide specific advice or rec-
ommendation for any individual.
Securities offered through LPL Fi-
nancial, member FINRA/SIPC.

CHOCOLATE - TASTES SO GOOD,
BUT BAD FOR DOGS!

By Mona Miller, DVM

Labrador Kenna on a "stay" demonstrating how dogs might love chocolate!

hocolate is good for hu-

mans, with anti-oxidant
and feel-good effects and a great
taste! But as beneficial as might
be for us, it is bad news for our
animal friends. Cats are often
not affected by chocolate toxic-
ity, because they tend to be fairly
discriminating eaters. Dogs,
however, can get very sick and
even die from chocolate inges-
tion. Chocolate contains an ac-
tive ingredient called
theobromine, which is a
methylxanthine stimulant simi-
lar to caffeine. It affects the
heart and nervous systems, caus-
ing hyperactivity, a rise in blood
pressure, increase in heart rate
and possible disturbances in the
heart thythm, muscle tremors,
wobbliness and even seizures.
Signs of toxicity can be seen
within the first 4-12 hours after
ingestion. It can take 4 days for
theobromine to leave a dog’s
system. During this time, vet-
erinary care would include caus-
ing vomiting, giving activated
charcoal to bind remaining ac-
tive ingredient, intravenous flu-
ids and symptomatic treatment
for the symptoms (i.e., anti-con-

vulsant medication, cardiac
drugs, gastrointestinal support).

The level of toxicity de-
pends on the size of the dog, the
amount of chocolate eaten and
the type/darkness of the choco-
late. In general, the small Mal-
tese who eats a large amount of
dark chocolate is a problem
waiting to happen. Conversely,
the large Rottweiler who grabs a
couple of M&M candies from
the floor will most likely expe-
rience no adverse effects at all.
More specifically, for a 60lb
Labrador to experience signs of
toxicity, he would have to eat 25
oz of milk chocolate, or 8 0z of
dark chocolate, or 2 3/4 oz of
baking chocolate.

Another factor of choco-
late toxicity concerns the
amount of fat ingested suddenly.
A large amount of sweetened
milk chocolate candies contain a
large amount of fat as well.
Sudden fat ingestion stimulates
the pancreas to produce diges-
tive enzymes and can result in
inflammation of the pancreas
(pancreatitis). Common symp-
toms are not eating, vomiting,
diarrhea, fever, belly pain and

Photo Mona Miller

lying around. This can occur 1-
3 days after the chocolate can-
dies are eaten. In this case, it is
the fat causing the problem, not
the theobromine toxicity.

An interesting side note in
California regards the increased
use of cocoa bean hulls in mulch
and fertilizer, and toxicity re-
sulting in dogs with access to
these garden areas. The dogs are
attracted by the aroma of the
chocolate. According to the
ASPCA Animal Poison Control
Center, 67% of reported cases of
cocoa bean hull toxicity were
from California dogs. Cocoa
bean hulls contain 250mg per
ounce of theobromine, putting it
at about half the amount of
Baker’s chocolate.

Dr. Mona S. Miller lives in
Lafayette with her 3 year old son
and her yellow Labrador Re-
triever. She has worked at Four
Seasons Animal Hospital in
Lafayette since moving here in
2001. She attended Cal as an
undergrad, and received her
DVM from U.C. Davis. She can be
reached at Four Seasons, 938-
7700, or by email to MonaS-
DVM@aol.com.
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- Personal Plans
- » Weight Loss
« Healthy Aging

g Become Healthy Once and for All
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THERE'S A NEW NEIGHBOR

in your neighborhood.
Call or visit me today.

Mike Rosu State Farm Agent,
1042 Country Club Dr Suite 2D ® Moraga
license # OF45583 ® 925-376-2244 © Mike@MikeRosa.org

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

po260 11/04 State Farm Insurance Companies ® Home Offices: Bloomington, IL  statefarm.com”

Theresa Tsingis, D.C, M.

360-2729

89 Davis Rd. #180, Orinda

General dentistry done with a cosmetic emphasis to
improve and enhance natural looking smiles.
Adults, Children, Nitrous Oxide, Implant Dentistry, Cosmetic
Dentistry, Invisalign Certified - Complimentary Consultations

Moraga Rotary Hosts East African Visitors to the

United States
By Sophie Braccini

Rotary International
v Caroup Study Exchangt

|

Rotarians from District 5160 welcome the Group Study xchange team
members from East Africa to the USA.

In photo, (L to R): Rotarian Amelia Ward (Redding Rotary), Luladay Ara-
gaw (Ethiopia), Sylvia Nakajjugo (Uganda), Sarah Kasule (Uganda), Ro-
tarian Muchau Githiaka (Kenya, Team Leader), and Rotarian Gary Irwin

(Moraga Rotary)

our young business pro-
fessionals from Kenya,
Uganda, and Ethiopia were
hosted in the Lamorinda area
by the Rotary Club of Mor-
aga. They presented their ini-

Picture courtesy of Moraga Rotary

tial program to that Club on a
recent Tuesday. They are
members of a Group Study
Exchange team that will tour
northern California in Rotary
District 5160, and will be

hosted by various Rotary
clubs elsewhere in the Dis-
trict. They will present their
program to the Rossmoor,
Lafayette, San Ramon Valley
and Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-
tary clubs.

The team is led by
Kenyan Rotarian Muchau
Githiaka, a past president of
the Nairobi-Langata Rotary
club. Other team members
are Luladay Aragaw of
Ethiopia, and Sylvia Naka-
jjugo and Sarah Kasule of
Uganda. They will attend
and present their program to
the District Conference held
at the Concord Hilton.

Group Study Exchange
is a program of Rotary Inter-
national to foster peace and
international understanding,
and in the spring 2009, a
team of Americans will tour
these East African countries
to complete the exchange.

Mary H. Smith,
D.D.S.

o .

i| Cecelia Thomas,

D.D.S.

925.254.0824

VERONICAS HOUSE CLEANERS

Free Estimates
Referrals Available

925 458 6386 home
925 639 2393 cell
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Rosalee Biasatti

ne afternoon about twent

five years ago, Orinda’s Ros-
alee Biasatti was told she had MS,
Multiple Sclerosis. Rosalee was
stunned but adhered to her plans
that night for a fun evening with a
friend. Soon thereafter, and pre-in-
ternet, she found herself immersed

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Outward Bound: Music and Motoring with the Lamorinda Spirit Van
By Mei Sun Li, Lafayette Senior Services

Photo provided
In the local hbrary, discovering
everything one could learn about
this debilitating and difficult dis-
ease.

Today, Rosalee Biasatti is one
of the Lamorinda Spirit Van’s most
ardent supporters. The paratransit
service, which has a wheelchair lift,

takes passengers to the local Wal-
nut Creek Senior Center lunch pro-
gram, gets them to medical
appointments, and to shopping and
banking centers. She says, “The
Spirit Van is wonderful especially
because of the people I've met who
come from so many different back-
grounds and careers. Also I get out
of the house and this is particularly
important for me since I am so con-
fined in my wheelchair. I know that
the social interaction is good for my
brain.”

Rosalee is used to using her
brain. Rosalee today, a retired
teacher into her seventies, still con-
veys a radiance and assurance that
her teenage students must have
found comforting. She taught just
about everything in the Hayward
school system - geography, civics,
phys ed, dance — and loved it.

Rosalee lives next door to one
of her three grown sons in Orinda

and enjoys all of her five grandchil-
dren. She says that this is the time
in her life for “soul growth” and
routinely allocates periods of the
day for prayers, meditation, and
reading some of the important
metaphysical writers such as
Deepak Chopra.

Help Lafayette Senior Serv-
ices (LSS) to help folks like Ros-
alee Biasatti stay outward bound.
The Lamorinda Spirit Van program
will be the recipient of all funds
raised at the Lafayette Senior Serv-
ices annual holiday concert event
on Friday December 12th 1:30 —
3:00 PM at the Lafayette Commu-
nity Center, 500 Saint Mary’s Road
in Lafayette. Violist Jennifer Carne
along with Mark Shaw, fiddler ex-
traordinaire, will present a musical
concert program of holiday, blue-
grass, and folk tunes. Light re-
freshments will be served. Tickets
are only $5 and discounts available

for senior resident groups. Call
Lafayette Senior Services at 284-
5050 to let them know you will at-
tend this festive and important
holiday event.

Raffle prizes have been do-
nated by the following groups for
which LSS is most grateful:
 Town Hall Theater Company
* Gold Coast Chamber Players
« Stratford at Countrywood
* Eldercare Services
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 Amarin Thai Cuisine Restaurant

* Mt. Diablo Nursery and Garden

* Powell’s Sweet Shoppe

* Howard and Mary Fuchs

* Ruth and David McCahan

* Lafayette Recreation Center
LSS would also like to ex-

tend its thanks to the Lafayette

Chamber of Commerce and Com-

panion Care of Lafayette for their

enduring support.

Volunteering—An Exchange of Goodness
Submitted by Kay Schroeder

Volunteer Eileen Kempker helps with a
fundraising mailing Photo provided

For men and women 55 years
old and more, volunteering
could be one of the most valuable
choices you make. You probably
volunteer informally by helping
friends or family. Many of us grew
up in neighborhoods where volun-
teering was called “helping out.”
Now, we live in a new environment
where many neighborhoods are not
so social and cohesive. We are now
part of many different neighbor-
hoods — our family, our friends, our
cities, our counties and our social or-
ganizations. But by all of us help-
ing out in small ways, our lives will

be enriched.

Volunteering allows you to
step up and help out your “neigh-
borhood.” And, surprisingly, volun-
teers benefit as much as those they
help. There’s an exchange of good-
ness that benefits all parties. There
is exciting research from more than
30 studies that show individuals
who volunteer just two hours a week
enjoy significant health benefits.
Volunteerism is an important tool in
our strategy to promote health and
prevent disease,” says Josefina G.
Carbonell, Assistant Secretary for
Aging at the U. S. Department of
Health and Human Services. Volun-
teering leads to improved mental
and physical health.

Volunteering is a great way to
build new friendships. Senior men
and women begin to experience
losses as they age. Losing close
family members and friends is dis-
tressing, and a bit frightening. Vol-
unteering is an easy and fun
approach to senior life. Consider
bringing a friend with you to enjoy
the experience. The buddy system
adds to the fun, sharing the gas and
doubles the positive impact you can
make on your community.

Eileen Kempker has been vol-
unteering for several non profit or-

ganizations for the last three years.
She says,” For me, activity keeps
my lifestyle functioning. I have
made new friends in all my volun-
teer activities. I started volunteering
when my husband died. The reward
for volunteering far exceeds my own
effort and the variety of opportuni-
ties is endless.”

For those recently retired, vol-
unteering is a great way to keep up
your spirits and stay current. Jim
Larkin, a volunteer at the American
Cancer Society, used his corporate
background and skills to develop
and implement a new educational
program for them.

He says, “My thought is that
working with people of different
ages is a critical piece of well being
in our world. Irecently worked with
a 27 year old and it was such an in-
teresting experience to be working
along with a younger person. By
experiencing people of all genera-
tions, an older person can increase
social skills. They don’t have to feel
left out of multi-generational con-
versations.”

The word is out—it’s good to
be good. Good for those you help.
Good for your own health and hap-
piness. Whatever your reasons for
volunteering, there are hundreds of

different ways to help. The Volun-
teer Center for the East Bay spon-
sors a program, RSVP, specifically
designed to help retired and senior
volunteers find the right match given
their passions, skills, and schedule.
If you are 55 or older and want to
volunteer, contact RSVP at 925-
472-5769.

“Ennching Life s Fourms

* Consultation with a professional
Geriatric Care Manager
* High quality in-home assistance for older adults
* Personalized matching of client and companion
* Transportation for appointments, shopping and events
* Hourly, live-in, short-term and respite care available

www.CompanionsCare.com www.ResCare.com

LOVABLE PET-SITTING
-

" Play-Time - Walks - Feeding
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

(925 746-4649

15 Years Experience
Lamorinda

-*1“? Linda Kucma

\ 4

Lafayette Senior’s Recreation
Center Fund Raiser will be held
Nov. 13th from 10am-2pm at the
Methodist Church 955 Moraga Rd,
Lafayette. The Center has served
seniors since 1950 and is run en-
tirely by volunteers. Items for sale
include: homemade cookies,
breads, jams, handmade gifts for
the holidays, hand knitted items and

Not to be missed

much more. Drop by and support
your senior community!

Widowed Person Support offers
social events and a workshop for all
widows and widowers: Call 925-
932-3448. Saturday, Nov. 15, a
luncheon at Terzetto Cuisine Café
in Moraga. Saturday, Nov. 22, a
free workshop to help widowed

Senior Events

The Stratford Information Series Presents

4

people handle the holidays, at St.
Stephens Church, Orinda.

Classic Movies at the Hacienda,
Thursday, Dec 4th 2 pm, 2100
Donald Drive, Moraga. Join us on
the first Thursday of the month for
a Classic Movie and light refresh-
ments in the Mosaic Room. The
movie will begin at 2 pm and last
approximately 2 hours. We will
choose from an assortment of clas-
sic films including Casablanca,
Sunset Blvd., Cat on Hot Tin Roof
and To Kill a Mockingbird. We will

Independence.

The days since your parents helped you on
your way to independence are long gone.

Now you are faced
with helping them

FREE In-Home Assessment

[ |
B Monitor Food and Diet
B Light Housekeeping

B Errands & Transportation
B Visit Neighbors & Friends

Caring Companionship ®

Attend Events
Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Care
Medication Reminders
Up to 24-hour Care

Call 925-376-8000
or visit www.seniorhelpers.com

Lafayette Care Homg

A Re H:IE|1:I'|'[|=I| Care Home for the E M[‘ﬂj

Testimonial from Marian M.
[ iliheetta
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elpers’

caring ]ﬂ}/ome companions

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.

Communicating with your
loved one with Dementia

Learn useful skills in communicating with your loved ones
Ideas for positive interaction

Speaker:
Dr.Ruth Pease, RN,MSN,EdD

Alzheimer's Association of the
East Bay

Wednesday, November 12, 2008
7:00PM

Light dinner will be provided

1545 Pleasant Hill Road
Lafayette, CA 94549
925-932-9910
www.stratfordseniorliving.com

Lic # 075601323 ©'@
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SENIOR LIVING

Independent Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care

take suggestions from viewers as
well. A $2 donation is requested.
925-888-7045.

iida_

Lafayette Care Home 3640 Baker Lane, Lafayette, CA

Your Lamorinda to Rossmoor Connection

ONE STOP SHOPPING
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Respected and Trusted
Realtors that
Bridge the Gap

CALL US
TOLL FREE NOW!

T

1-877-976-7766
# Prudential

Califoria Readey

MARIA EBERLE

NANCY GRANBERG CINDY MADDUX

JIM OLSON
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Try the Whole Apple Pie!

By Susie Iventosch

I i‘or the past couple of years,
I've been involved in a harvest

recipe contest in the Auburn area. It
is loads of fun, and so interesting to
see the creations people come up
with. Last year, [ submitted crepes
made with caramelized apples and
onions with chicken and extra-
sharp white cheddar cheese. My
family loves them and they were
awarded a ribbon for the savory cat-
egory. Now, I'm not sure if there
were any other "savory" entries, but
still, I was like a kid with my orange
ribbon prominently displayed in the

kitchen! But, the first place grand
prize went to the Elizabethan Har-
vest Apple Pie created by an
Auburn local, Judy Barth. The
recipe calls for whole Golden Deli-
cious apples, raisins, sugar and
spice, and it makes an impressive
presentation with apple leaves cut
out for the top crust. Since she of-
fered up the recipe, I've made it
three times, and each time, it does
get easier and ... prettier! And, while
I normally serve pie on ordinary
salad plates, I found these fun tem-
pered glass apple leaf plates at

Wine & Art Dinner

Terzetto presents:

the wines of

Friday
November 21st

6 to 9 pm

Sterling Albert Winery

The Art of Ken Young
from the Moraga Art Gallery

1419 Moraga Way, Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-3832 - www.terzettocuisine.com
Mon: 7am - 2pm; Tues-Sun: 7am - 8:30pm

TERZETTO
CU(SCNE

Gafe

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Madison in Lafayette that are espe-
cially perfect for this pie! They
come in three sizes, and the small-
est is just the right shape and size
for a slice of pie ...with a little (or
big) scoop of ice cream.

Madison

3518-B Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA.
925.299-1024

Apple leaf plates by Tag
Three sizes @ $7.50, $9.95
and $12 each.

7 925-377-0977

Dining

Wednesday, November 12, 2008

- Dining

Elizabethan Harvest Pie

Pastry for a double crust pie (recipe below)
7-8 medium Golden Delicious apples, peeled and cored

1/2 cup raisins

2/3 cup granulated sugar

1 1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. cloves

7 tsp. butter

1 egg white

1-2 tablespoons additional sugar for sprinkling over crust

Line a 9-inch pie plate with 1/2 of the pastry.
Refrigerate other half. Flute crust edges and place
apples in crust (you may have to slice some of the
sides off to make them fit. If so, save and chop.).

Put a few raisins in each cored out apple.
Scatter rest around the apples. If you have saved
chopped apples, scatter them around the apples as

well.

Mix sugar with cinnamon and cloves. Spoon
a tablespoon and a half of mixture into the apple
centers. Place a teaspoon of the butter on top of

each apple.

Pie Crust Pastry

3 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon salt

Roll out rest of pastry into a large circle.
Using a sharp paring knife, cut apple leaf shapes
out of the pastry. Mark veins of leaves with tip of
knife. Place the leaves over the apples in groups of
3-4 to create a pleasing pattern. (Find an apple leat
on a tree or on the Internet, print it and cut it out as
a template ... or just frechand it!)

Beat egg white until frothy. Brush the leaves

with sugar.

for 1 hour.

2 sticks unsalted butter, cut into cubes
2 teaspoons cider vinegar

Y4 cup ice-cold water

and the crust with the egg white and sprinkle all

Bake at 375 degrees in a preheated oven

In a large bowl, mix flour and salt. Using a pastry cutter, or your fingertips, inte-
grate butter until crumbly. Sprinkle vinegar over and mix in with a fork. Slowly
add ice water, a little at a time, until dough is moist enough to form into a ball, but

not too sticky.

Susie can be reached at suziven(@gmail.com

This recipe is available on our web site. Go to: www.lamorindaweekly.com

Traditional Turkey Dinner
with all the trimmings
Soup or Salad

and

Pumpkin Pie

Petar's is open for
lunch Monday
through Saturday
from 11:30 to 4:00
and opgn for
dinner nightly.

fJela

Complete Thanksgiving Dinner

Thursday, November 27t Noon to 9:00pm
For reservations call 92 17

Petar's Restaurant is located in the heart
of lsafayette at 32 loafayette Cirele.

$16.95

Seg complete
menu at

e
*1
-
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www.pgtars.com

Local Businesswoman Wins the
World’s Largest Tomato Sauce Competition

By Sophie Braccini

with the “Boss of the Sauce prize”

Cathy Corsi represents the
quintessential ~ Italian-

American woman. She was
born in Italy, and moved to
Oakland with her family at age
six. She married an American
of Italian descent and raised
two daughters. A hairdresser
by profession, she moved her

left to right: John Corsi, his wife Nancy, Aldo Corsi and wife Cathy Corsi

Photo provided

Montclair Salon in Moraga in
1980 when she purchased a
then rundown building at 910
Country Club Drive. She later
added Si Si Caffé to her busi-
ness, a quaint neighborhood
favorite for  cappuccino,
smoothies and little munchies
where school kids, cyclists and

local families love to hang out.

As any real Italian
mother, Corsi has always
loved to cook; one of her fam-
ily’s favorites is her spaghetti
sauce. The recognition of her
talents is what drew her
brother-in-law, John Corsi, to
ask her assistance in the “Boss
of the Sauce” competition.
The contest, opened only to
restaurants, is hosted by
FIERI, an international organ-
ization that works at preserv-
ing the Italian culture and
encourages the study of Italian
and Italian American history.
Every year, in celebration of
Italian culture and cuisine,
FIERI hosts the world's largest
tomato sauce competition in
San Francisco. Restaurants
present their sauce to the at-
tending general public in elim-
ination rounds and then a
panel of celebrities does the
final judging. This year, on

Sunday November 2nd, Cathy
Corsi won first place for her
brother-in-law’s  restaurant,
“Blazing Saddles” of Santa
Rosa.

Corsi does not want to di-
vulge all the secrets of her
recipe; she plans to compete
again next year. She confesses
using a much simpler recipe
than some of the other com-
petitors. “I saw one cook mak-
ing his sauce out of short ribs, it
was more like ragu.” Corsi
uses simple, high quality ingre-
dients such as onions, garlic,
parsley, hamburger, sausage,
tomato sauce and paste, but not
much more. “I come from
Northern Italy,” she says, “we
do not use spices like oregano.”
Corsi never plans to open a
restaurant, “I’m happy that my
brother-in-law uses my recipe
in his restaurant,” she says, “for
me cooking is what I love to
do, but not at a business level.”

LAMOR]NDA’S Restaurants

o« updated November 12, 2008 ++-

American

Bistro

Chow Restaurant

Quiznos

Ranch House

Terzetto Cuisine

The Cheese Steak Shop
BBQ

Bo’s Barbecue

Burger Joint

Flippers

Nation’s Giant Hamburgers
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers
(Café

Express Cafe

Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens
Geppetto’s caffe

Rising Loafer

Susan Foord Catering & Cafe
California Cuisine

Gigi's

Metro Lafayette

Shelby’s

Chinese

Asia Palace Restaurant
Chef Chao Restaurant
China Moon Restaurant
The Great Wall Restaurant
Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine
Lily's House

Mandarin Flower

Panda Express

Szechwan Chinese Restaurant
Uncle Yu's Szechuan

Yan's Restaurant

Coffee Shop

Millie’s Kitchen

Squirrel’s Coffee Shop

3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108
53 Lafayette Cir, Laf 962-2469
3651 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0200
1012 School St, Mor 376-5127
1419 Moraga Way, Mor 376-3832
3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-1234
3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7133
960 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-1567
400 Park, Mor 376-8888
76 Moraga Way, Ori 254-8888
3732 Mt. Diablo Blvd # 170, Laf 283-7170
23 Lafayette Cir, Laf 299-8040
87 Orinda Way, Ori 253-9894
3643 Mt. Diablo Blvd Ste B, Laf 284-8816
965 Mt. View Drive, Laf 299-2469
1005 Brown St., Laf 962-0882
3524 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-4422
2Theatre Sq, Ori 254-9687
1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809
343 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-1740
380 Park St, Mor 376-1828
3500 Golden Gate Way, Laf 284-3500
10rinda Way # 1, Ori 253-9852
3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf 284-7569
581 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-7839
3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-0288
79 Orinda Way, Ori 254-2020
999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf 283-1688
3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-2228
1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf 283-2397
998 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-7830

Village Inn (afé 290 Village Square, Ori 254-6080 Mucho wraps 1375-B Moraga Way, Mor 377-1203
Continental Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf 283-8740
Petar’s Restaurant 32 Lafayette Cir, Laf 284-7117 Celia's Restaurant 3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-8288
Vino Restaurant 3531 Plaza Way, Laf 284-1330 El Balazo 3518D Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-8700
Duck Club Restaurant 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-7108 Maya Mexican Grill 74 Moraga Way, Ori 258-9049
French Numero Uno Taqueria 3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1333
Chevalier Restaurant 960 Moraga Road, Laf 385-0793 Pizza
Hawaiian Grill Mountain Mike's Pizza 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6363
Lava Pit 2Theatre Square, St. 142, Ori 253-1338 Mountain Mike's Pizza 504 Center St, Mor 377-6453
Indian Pennini’s 1375 Moraga Rd, Mor 376-1515
India Palace 3740 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-5700 Round Table Pizza 361 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-1411
Swad Indian Cuisine 3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9575 Round Table Pizza 3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-0404
Italian Village Pizza 19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori 254-1200
Giardino 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-3869 Zamboni’s Pizza 1 Camino Sobrante # 4, Ori 254-2800
La Finestra Ristorante 100 Lafayette Cir, St. 101, Laf 284-5282 Sandwiches/Deli
La Piazza 15 Moraga Way, Ori 253-9191 Bianca’s Deli 1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor 376-4400
Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria 975 Moraga Rd, Laf 284-3081 Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub 64 Moraga Way , Ori 254-7202
Michael’s 1375 Moraga Way, Mor 376-4300 Gourmet Bistro Café 484 Center St, Mor 376-1551
Mondello’s 337 Rheem Blvd, Mor 376-2533 Kasper’s Hot Dogs 103 Moraga Way, Ori 253-0766
Pizza Antica 3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0500 Noah's Bagels 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-0716
Postino 3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8700 Orinda Deli 19 F Orinda Way, Ori 254-1990
Ristorante Amoroma 360 Park St, Mor 377-7662 Subway 396 Park St., Mor 376-2959
Japanese Subway 3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf 284-2627
Asia Palace Sushi Bar 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor 376-0809 Subway Theatre Square, Ori 258-0470
Blue Ginko 3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 962-9020 Seafood
Kane Sushi 3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-9709 Yankee Pier 3593 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-4100
Niwa Restaurant 1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori 254-1606 Singaporean/Malaysian
Serika Restaurant 2Theatre Sq # 118, Ori 254-7088 Kopitiam 3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1653
Tamami's Japanese Restaurant 356 Park St, Mor 376-2872 Steak
Yu Sushi 19 Moraga Way, Ori 253-8399 (asa Orinda 20 Bryant Way, Ori 254-2981
Jazz Dinner Club Tea
Joe's of Lafayette 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Laf 299-8807 Patesserie Lafayette 71 Lafayette Cir, Laf 283-2226
The Orinda House 65 Moraga Way, Ori 258-4445 Tea Party by Appointment 107 Orinda Way, Ori 254-2206
Mediterranean Thai
Petra Café 2Theatre Sq # 105, Ori 254-5290 Amarin Thai Cuisine 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd # B, Laf 283-8883
Oasis Café 3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-8822 Baan Thai 99 Orinda Way, Ori 253-0989
Turquoise Mediterranean Grill 70 Moraga Way, Ori 253-2004 Royal Siam 512 Center St, Mor 377-0420
Mexican Siam Orchid 23 Orinda Way #F, Ori 253-1975
360 Gourmet Burrito 3655 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 299-1270 Vietnamese
El Charro Mexican Dining 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-2345 Little Hearty Noodle, Pho & Pasta 578 Center Street, Mor 276-7600
El Jaro Mexican Cafe 3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-6639
La Cocina Mexicana 23 Orinda Way, Ori 258-9987
The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. We hope that we have included all Lamorinda restaurants on this page, except those that told us they did not wish to be listed.
LW s not liable for errors or omissions. In the event that we have inadvertently printed misinformation or excluded a restaurant please let us know (info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we may correct our list for the next issue.
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Community Champions:
Sports as a Metaphor for Life

By Rob Lucacher

O n a recent Saturday morn-
ing, Team Barcelona,

with coaches Dean and Steve at
the helm, made it happen, by
winning their LMYA soccer
game and securing first place in
their 5th and 6th grade girls di-
vision.

What is their secret? What
does it take to prepare young
boys and girls to more effec-
tively compete by mastering the
technical, emotional and proce-
dural fundamentals of a com-
petitive sport? If we use sports
as a universal metaphor for life,
how do we establish the essen-
tials of teamwork, purpose and
passion as the foundations for
building success in everything
we do?

Team building and indi-
vidual achievement are the
goals of Steve Christensen and
Dean Myatt, two of our local
LMYA coaches. Steve and
Dean inspire their players
through selfless giving and a
passion for teaching while ac-
tively mentoring each player.
This results in a purpose-driven
commitment that we all seek to
impart to our children so that
they can effectively tackle the
rigors and challenges of life.

These two men possess

i 'l-q.F
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Coaches Dean Myatt (L) and Steve Christensen (R) with the proud pIayers ofTeam Barcelona

complementary skill sets that,
when combined, build a tradi-
tion of winning teams and
proud team members. It’s the
unique chemistry that Coach
Steve and Coach Dean bring to
the games of soccer and softball
that makes for a winning for-
mula.

Coach Dean’s essential
strength and focus is on the
technical elements of the game.
He identifies the fundamental
skills that need to be mastered,
sets up a regimen for imparting
these skills to his players, eval-
uates how the clash of wills will
play out on the field and what
techniques and discipline will
be needed to overcome the bar-
riers to success. On the other
hand, Coach Steve understands
and focuses on the human side
of the equation, instilling confi-
dence, joy, spirit and a sense of
common purpose so individual
players form a more perfect
union we call a team. Drawing
upon these collective strengths,
some of the strategies they use
to nurture the heart and skills of
their young team members are
pre-game discussions, post-
game review and weekly recog-
nition for exceptional
individual performance.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Phot Rob Lucacher

Yet what makes their
teams truly exceptional is how
the coaches’ good chemistry is
translated into effective and
purposeful leadership. The em-
phasis is not on winning but the
quality of the competitive spirit
as it unfolds on the playing
field. After years of coaching
together, Coach Steve and
Coach Dean have come to
know each other so well that
each can anticipate the other’s
response to a specific challenge
or opportunity. Building on the
core philosophy that “success
breeds confidence and confi-
dence breeds greater success,”
they work together to instill this
credo in the minds and hearts of
all their players.

Despite having logged 17
seasons of LM YA coaching be-
tween them, they never tire of
the challenge and opportunity
that each new season brings: to
educate, unify and inspire a new
group of eager young charges.
And as the final whistle sounds
on yet another season, they file
away another batch of great
memories and hope to receive
the ultimate gratification and
measure of success — players
who can’t wait to sign up to
play again next year.

£ 925-377-0977
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MOL Football Champlons

he MOL Football season came to a close
over the weekend of Nov 8-9 with exciting
play-offs and bowl match-ups. In the end, the
Vikings (7-0 for the season) defeated the Cardi-
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Photo submitted by Joanne Layshock

nals 13-7 in the NFC Division Superbowl (pic-
tured), the AFC Division Bengals took the Bills
21-20 and in the Pac 10 it was the undefeated
Irish over the Cardinals 14-8

Oakland Strokes Medal in 2008 Head of the American
Submitted by Irene Gessling

WV L|ghtwe|ght8 LtoR: S. Goldman, A. Hofinga, R. D'Orazio, E. Lenczowski, J. Buffington, S. Coppock-Pector,

A. Koenig, E. Sharf; not pictured, coxswain Mia Hamano

he  Oakland  Strokes

Women’s Varsity 8 had a
fantastic start to the season, win-
ning the gold medal at the Head
of the American Regatta Oct. 25
at Lake Natoma, Sacramento.
Their time of 16:41 is the fastest
time posted by a junior women's
crew at Head of the American
since 2001, and is a minute faster
than the Strokes' own winning
fastest time of 17:42 in 2005.

The rowers in the winning
eight were Katie McKeen (Pied-
mont High School, grade 10),
Nicole Sung-Jereczek (Piedmont,
grade 11), Nikki Dahlberg-Seeth
(Miramonte High School, grade
11), Camilla Polakoff (Bentley
School, grade 11), Ali Mittel-
berger (Head Royce School,
grade 12), Dana Walsh (Mira-
monte High School, grade 11),

Barbara Barnes (College Prepara-
tory School, grade 12), Kelly
Bauer (Miramonte High School,
grade 11) and Molly Fehr — cox
(Miramonte High School, grade
11).

The WV Lightweight 8
(pictured) became the first Oak-
land Strokes women's lightweight
boat ever to win first place at the
Head of the American. The crew
finished with a posted time of
17:56, taking the gold.

The rowers were Eva Sharf
(Head Royce, grade 12), Ayla
Koenig (Berkeley High, grade
12), Sarah Goldman (Piedmont
High, grade 11), Jessica Buffing-
ton (Berkeley High, grade 11),
Sarah Coppock-Pector (Bishop
O’Dowd, grade 12), Anne
Hofinga (Miramonte, grade 11),
Rosie D'Orazio (Bishop O’Dowd,

Photo provided

grade 12), Elizabeth Lenczowski
(Miramonte, grade 11), Mia
Hamano — cox (Piedmont, grade
12).

Oakland Strokes Men’s Var-
sity 8 finished with a time of
15:27. The crew consists of
coxswain Daniel Migdale (Mira-
monte), stroke Garrett Bell (Las
Lomas, grade 12), Andre Ramos
(Alameda, grade 11) Coleman
Williams Campolindo, grade 12),
Billy Deskin (Campolindo, grade
12), Stephen Gessling (Cam-
polindo, grade 12) Alex Sheridan
(Campolindo, grade 11), James
Kwan (Piedmont, grade 11) and
Matt Lenhart (Campolindo, grade
12).

The Oakland Strokes went
on to take gold in the Head of the
Estuary competition and Newport
Autum Rowing Festival.

Sherman Divers Make it Look Easy

(Based on information submitted by Steve Sherman)

| | |
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Steve Sherman (5th from left first row) with his Diving Team

14
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little water never hurt anyone! On a rainy Saturday, November 1, Lafayette’s Sherman Swim

School hosted the Sherman Fall Fun Meet. Sixty divers representing six diving clubs from around
the Bay Area met to compete in the warm waters of the School’s pools.

Divers from the Sherman Diving Team had a successful meet, including a 1st place spot for Mor-
aga’s Maren Kjell. Partial results (for Lamorinda divers):
6th place, Caroline King, Moraga
2nd place, Morgan Matrang, Moraga
2nd place, Rachael Purcell, Orinda;
3rd place, Carley Roberts, Orinda;
7th place, Lizzy Atkinson, Orinda

9 & Under Girls (Novice)
11 & Under Girls (Novice)
13 & Under Girls (Novice)

13 & Under Girls (Junior Olympics)

14-18 Girls (Novice)

14 & 15 Under Girls (Junior Olympics)
16-18 Girls (Junior Olympics)

21-29 Women

3rd place, Alyssa Parsons, Moraga

6th place, Donna Brackett, Moraga

Ist place, Maren Kjell, Moraga
2nd place, Heather Finertie, Moraga

2nd place, Katie Copenhagen, Orinda

Home Run Barrage
Lifts LBC to Desert Classic Championship

e LBC 12U Fall Ball Team
Northern California's Lam-
orinda Baseball Club
(LBC) 12U Fall Ball Team
won the Las Vegas Desert Clas-
sic by defeating the South Bay
Diamondbacks, also from
Northern California, 11-3 in the
championship game.

The LBC Fall Ball Team
was made up of eight players
from the 2008 11U TBS Na-
tional Champion Lamorinda
Cougars. In addition, the team
was joined by two other 2008
Elite World Series participants:
Michael Palos who traveled to
Orlando with the Simi Preda-
tors and Noah Burnham of the
2008 10U Quarterfinalists Lam-
orinda Monarchs. Longtime
Cougar Willie Maclver rounded
out the squad as the team's
shortstop.

In the championship
game, starting pitcher Johnny

Submltted by Anne McN ally

Photo provided

Breidenthal allowed 2 runs in 5
innings for the win. Tourna-
ment MVP Drew Downing
came on to close out the game
as he had successfully done
throughout the tournament.

The tournament's most
highly anticipated matchup oc-
curred in the semifinals when
LBC was pitted against the San
Diego Stars. LBC's starting
pitcher Daniel Slominski went
the distance in the 3-1 victory.

The scoring for LBC
began in the bottom of the first
inning with a solo homerun by
Palos. An inning later, D.B.
Vidal drove in Maclver with a
two-out single. In the bottom
of the fifth, Breidenthal led off
with a double off the wall.
After Maclver's sacrifice bunt,
Breidenthal scored on a wild
pitch to provide the 2-run
cushion.

The hard-hitting Stars did-
n't go away quietly in the top of
the sixth inning. With the top
of the order up, the Stars' lead-
off hitter smashed a liner up the
middle that was snagged by
Slominski. The next hitter
drove a ball to deep right cen-
terfield that was tracked down
by Walter Tucker. Then, with
All-American Brady Aiken in
the on-deck circle, third base-
man Vidal made a play on a
hard-hit grounder to end the
game.

Earlier in the day, Joe De-
Mers pitched a complete game
1-hitter in LBC's 9-1 win over
the Las Vegas Warriors in the
quarterfinals. The game was
broken open by a grand slam by
Slominski.

The story of the tourna-
ment was the power displayed
by the LBC team. Even with a
stiff desert wind blowing in
from centerfield throughout the
event, LBC pounded out 13
home runs in seven games. The
attack was led by Palos and De-
Mers, who each hit 5 homers.
Slominiski, who only played in
three games, added two home-
runs and Breidenthal another.

Leadoff hitter Conner Mc-
Nally and two-hitter Tucker
consistently got on-base to set
the table for the homerun hit-
ters. Clutch line drives were
also provided by Jake Rider,
Downing, and Burnham to con-
tribute to LBC's 73 runs in the
event.
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lan O-'Léary (4) screams in excitement to teammate Diamon Simpson

q t 7 am on Monday morning,
the Saint Mary’s men’s bas-

ketball team is not tucked in their
beds. Rather, they are in the gym
getting ready for the upcoming sea-
son.

“There are higher expecta-
tions (this season) from the media
and polls that might be a little unre-
alistic,” head coach Randy Bennett
says.

Realistic or not, the Gaels
graduated only two seniors and re-
turn with their top three scorers, in-
cluding 2008 Olympian Patrick
Mills.
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Saint Mary’s Men’s Basketball Season Preview
By Mikaela Cowles

Photo Todierner

“The talent this year is as high
as it’s ever been. We have huge
strengths in our depth and our ex-
perience,” Bennett says.

Mills returns leading the team
with an average of 14.8 points, 3.4
assists and 1.7 steals per game dur-
ing the 2007-2008 SMC season.
Leading the scoring charge beside
him are Diamon Simpson and
Omar Samhan, who both averaged
double digits in points per game last
year and together brought down an
average of 16.9 rebounds per game.

Mills, Simpson and Samhan
draw a lot of attention due to the

figures they posted last season.
However, Bennett says that the
team has “a lot of guys who are ca-
pable of scoring as well. They have
to take on other roles, though, be-
cause not everyone can be a scorer.”

With players such as lan
O’Leary, who averaged 7.6 points
per game and shot 43 percent from
the field, and Wayne Hunter, who
averaged 8.8 points per game, the
Gaels can certainly keep their op-
tions open. With the addition to the
roster of transfer Ben Allen from In-
diana, who is now eligible, the
Gaels gain a 6’11” force in the cen-
ter.

Coach Bennett’s defensive
strategy will remain the same, but
his offense will make small, yet de-
cisive changes. He plans to keep the
free flow offense for which he is so
well-known. In addition, he says
there will be more half court sets
now that he has a better grasp on
how his players like to score. In tight
games, such as their 88-76 loss at
Gonzaga last year, quick hits will
make a huge difference, giving the
Gaels a better opportunity to get the
bucket they want when they want it.

Catch the men at their season
opener on November 14th at 7 PM
in McKeon Pavilion when play
Seattle Pacific, to see if they live up
to the hype.

Mills Impresses at Olympics

By Mikaela Cowles

g-

Patrick Mills this October
atrick Mills turned heads
with his 2008 Olympic

performance, averaging a team

best of 14.2 points per game
while coming off the bench for
each competition. He also
posted 2.1 rebounds, 2 assists,

1.7 steals and 23 minutes on

average to help the Australian

Olympic team achieve a 3-3

record.

As the only collegiate
basketball player competing in
the Olympics, Mills scored an
individual tournament high of
22 points against Argentina.
Most memorable for Mills,
however, was not his outstand-
ing performance but fulfilling
what he describes as his “ulti-
mate dream goal, to wear my
country’s colors and represent

Photo Tod Fierner

them.”

Mills says he was com-
pletely surprised to be chosen
for the team. “I never thought I
would be. It wasn’t until I was
back there, went through camp
and sat down with the coach,
and he told me I had a good
chance, that I really thought it
could happen.”

A surprise for Mills was a
logical conclusion for Saint
Mary’s head coach Randy Ben-
nett. “After the season he gave
us, I couldn’t see it not hap-
pening. There just aren’t two
point guards in Australia who
are better,” he says.

What was a shock, said
Bennett, was just how success-
ful Mills was. However, with
Mills’ humble attitude and

what he calls his “taking it one
day at a time” outlook on his
basketball career, his success
should have come as little sur-
prise.

Mills is not only Aus-
tralia’s youngest basketball
player ever to compete in the
Olympics, but also the coun-
try’s most successful one with
an indigenous background.
Mills said his background
heightened his experience be-
cause he is able to provide an
important role model for the in-
digenous community.

He hopes that “being seen
in the community and schools,
where I can meet kids and they
can meet me, will help them
believe in the success they can
have on the basketball court. If
I can give them tips and let
them see that they can make it,
then hopefully they will try.”

The upcoming season for
the Saint Mary’s Gaels brings
much promise for the success
of the team, and Mills as well.
He believes the lessons he
learned at the Olympics will
help him immensely in his up-
coming season.

“Our captain (Matt Niel-
son) was an amazing leader. I
learned so much from him
about how to lead the team,”
Mills says.

Catch this phenomenal
young man as he once again
dons Saint Mary’s red and blue
and looks to lead the Gaels in
another successful season.

7 925-377-0977
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SMC Men Drop Double Overtime Soccer Match

By Kevin D. Shallat

— e—— —
-

Bryan VanDoorninck (10)

Sunday, Nov. 9 marked the be-
ginning of a final three game
home stand for the Saint Mary’s
men’s soccer team as they played
host to the University of San Fran-
cisco. Despite the Gaels 3-3-3
WCC record going into this match,
they have showed that they can
compete with the best teams in the
league. The Gaels were able to split
wins against a league leading San
Diego team this year.

Sunday they looked to estab-
lish themselves as a real threat in the
conference with a chance to knock
off the second place San Francisco
Dons. The Gaels came close, as they
were able to keep the Dons score-
less in regulation and overtime.
However, they were unable to stop
the Dons from knocking in a goal
in double-overtime to lose the
match 1-0.

On a brisk day game at Saint
Mary’s Stadium that saw more of
the moon than the sun, neither team
could muster enough offensive
power to generate any goals in reg-
ulation.

Saint Mary’s goalkeeper
Jason Badger established his domi-
nance both with his play and with
his voice. The talented keeper was
as vocal as possible, acting as an-
other coach on the field for the
Gaels. Several times his instructions
saved his team from touching the
ball before it went out of bounds and
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losing possession in key moments of
the match. Badger finished the game
with 12 saves on the day.
Unfortunately for the Gaels,
Badger could only do so much as a
protector of the goal. Saint Mary’s
struggled mightily to establish an of-
fensive rhythm. The Gaels success-
fully set up their offense from

Jared Medina (6)

mid-field, but were unable to pass
the ball effectively near the San
Francisco goal.

Despite San Francisco’s 13-3
advantage in shots on goal, the
Gaels did a good job in keeping the
Dons scoreless for roughly 99 min-
utes. Both Corey Heldreth and Scott
Eberhardt played a solid defensive
game for Saint Mary’s. For most of
the game, the Gaels were able to
shut down Conor Chinn, San Fran-
cisco’s star player.

With 17 minutes remaining in
the second half, the Gaels had their
best opportunity to score in the
game. After Dominic Smith met the
San Francisco goalkeeper head on,
his shot was deflected to a wide-
open Yousef Samy. With San Fran-
cisco’s goalkeeper out of position,
Samy had an opportunity to take a
long distance shot for the Gaels. As
the crowd stood on its feet in antici-
pation of a goal, the shot sailed wide
right for the mid-fielder. Samy led
the Gaels with two shots on the day.

In double overtime, Chinn fi-
nally struck for a goal in the 100th
minute of play for his eighth goal in
nine games. Chinn took a one-timer
from the cross from teammate Justin
Kendro. Chinn’s shot hit the far right
upper corner of the goal to end the
game. With the loss, the Gaels
move to 4-9-4 (3-4-3WCC), and the
Dons improve to 8-8-2 (6-3-
IWCC).
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Fri, Nov 14 2:00 PM
Men’s Soccer

Portland Saint Mary’s Stadium
Fri, Nov 14 7:05 PM

Men’s Basketball

Seattle Pacific Moraga ckeon pasition)
Sun, Nov 16 1:00 PM

Men’s Soccer

Gonzaga Saint Mary’s Stadium
Mon, Nov 17 11:00 PM

Men’s Basketball

Fresno State  Moraga (vckeon Pasition)
Sun, Nov 23 4:05 PM

Men’s Basketball

Vanguard Moraga ekeon avition

SMC Gaels
Home Games

Fri, Nov 28 7:00 PM
Women’s Basketball
La Salle Moraga, CA
Sat, Nov 29 7:00 PM
Women'’s Basketball
Indiana or Radford Moraga, CA
Sat, Dec 6 2:00 PM
Women’s Basketball
UC Davis Moraga, CA

For complete schedule go to:
http://www.smcgaels.com

o Classified  Classified  Classified « Classified  Classified -

Classes Offered

Contra Costa

Adventure Boot Camp

Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Piano lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Rummage Sale

Lafayette Juniors
RUMMAGE SALE

Sunday, Nov. 16th 7am - 3 pm
Lafayette Community Center
500 St. Mary's Road. Great deals
on baby gear, toys, furniture,
home goods, clothing for all
ages. All proceeds donated to
local charities.

Vacation Rentals

Great Beach House - Santa Cruz
4 Bedrooms, 3 Bath, 2900SgFt,
1 House To Beach.

Views, Bikes, Great Location,
925-408-8399, www.agbh.biz

Painting

T &T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

FREE Estimates

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga
steve_thaw@yahoo.com

Submit online:

Windows washing

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendly service & remarkable re-
sults! (Gutter & Pressure Washing)
www.ReliableWindowService.com
(925) 254-7622

RAIN GUTTER
WASHING
Prompt/Friendly/Reliable
Lafayette Resident Joe Ryan

210-7400

House cleaning

Housecleaning
With references, 925-640-6311

Classified -
| Services |

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK

All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

T 708-6053/283-3240 (925)

E-mail; mlou812@pachell.net

http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

$3 per line in bold, $2 per reqular line, 3 lines minimum (max 30 Characters per line)
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Maija Lahda (1)

he Saint Mary’s women’s bas-

ketball team finished their sec-
ond exhibition game with an 86-75
win over San Francisco State on
Sunday, November 9. The Gators
gave the Gaels a better game than
last Friday’s victory over Showtime,
100-74.

The Gaels broke the game
open with a lead they never lost
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when Louella Tomlinson won the
tip off, sending the ball straight to
Jontelle Smith, who passed it to
Katie Batlin for two points. Local
favorite Batlin made her college
debut this weekend, starting both
games at point guard, averaging 7.5
points and 3 assists.

Saint Mary’s started the game
up-tempo with their well-known

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Saint Mary’s Hones Skills with Exhibition Win
By Mikaela Cowles

Freak defense, sending them on a
13-2 run. In an attempt to slow the
game down, the Gators went to a
zone early in the first half. The zone
had little effect in the first as the
Gaels out-shot their opponents 61.5
percent to 36.4 percent.

Hitting shots meant Saint
Mary’s could get into their full court
press early. In the first half they
forced 17 turnovers, converting
them successfully into 20 of their
first half points as San Francisco
struggled against the pressure.

The Gaels went to the locker
room at halftime with a 46-33 lead;
however, they came out in the sec-
ond halfa little sluggish. Three min-
utes into the half, the Gators cut
Saint Mary’s lead to six, as the Gaels
struggled against the zone. It didn’t
take long for Saint Mary’s to get
back on track. Despite having a
staggering 35 turnovers for the
game, they posted an impressive 25
assists as a team.

Tomlinson, Smith and Maija
Lahde totaled over half of the Gaels
points. Tomlinson lead the team
with a notable 23 points, seven re-
bounds and four blocks. Smith,
known for her three-point shot
earned nine of her points from be-
hind the arc, giving Saint Mary’s 15
points and four assists. Lahde, with
a diverse array of contributions,
added 11 points to the threesomes
mix along with a game high of eight
rebounds, four assists and one block.

Saint Mary’s will once again
start the regular season out of town
as they compete in the 2008 World
Classic tournament in Austin Texas,
opening against Old Dominion on
Saturday, November 15th at 2:00
PMPT.

Moraga’s Ratie Batlin

Brings Local Support to the SMC Lady Gaels
By Andrea A. Firth

he family and friends of

Moraga's Katie Batlin, in-
cluding proud parents Judy and
Michael Batlin (front row, left and
center) and sister Mindi McGrath
(2nd row, center), sat courtside this
weekend as they cheered for Katie
and the rest of the SMC Women's
Basketball team in a pair of exhibi-
tion games before the start of the
regular season. "This is so perfect
for Katie, and for us, to be so close
to home," stated Judy.

With Saint Mary's McKeon
Pavilion less than a half a mile
away from their home in the Bluffs
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Katie's family watching the Showtime Basketball game last Fri

day

of Moraga, the Batlins will be able
to continue their uninterrupted at-
tendance streak at Katie's games--
at least the home games. In addition
to the large crowd of family and
friends who regularly come to see
Katie play, Judy spotted many other
familiar faces from Lamorinda in
the stands. Several Bluffs’ neigh-
bors, including Vice Mayor Dave
Trotter, were also in attendance to
witness Moraga's hometown girl
and former Miramonte Matador as
she launched her college basketball
career at SMC.

"Katie loves being part of this

Photo Jordan Fong

team. They have built a strong rela-
tionship and established a strong
bond very quickly," added Judy.
This close bond is exemplified by
the frenetic pace at which the Lady
Gael's execute their game requiring
them to know several steps in ad-
vance where each player will be.
With two wins over the past
weekend, SMC’s Women’s Basket-
ball looks to be off to the start of a
great season. The next home game
for the Lady Gaels will be held on
Friday, November 28th at 7:00
p.m., for a complete schedule got to
www.smcgaels.com.

£ 925-377-0977
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SPORTS

Miramonte Edges Out Las Lomas

Conor Lowery (2)

he Miramonte Matadors continued their three game

winning streak by squeaking past the Las Lomas
Knights last Friday, Nov. 7, in a close 33-31 game.

The Mats are currently in 2nd place in the DFAL
with a 3-1 league record, while Las Lomas drops to 3rd at
2-2. Campolindo continues to hold the top spot at 4-0.

This Friday’s final regular season match-ups are Mi-
ramonte (home) v Alhambra and Campolindo (home) v
Acalanes. Alhambra was trounced by Campolindo 35-6
last Friday, and Acalanes has yet to win a league game.
Both Campolindo and Miramonte look to be NCS play-off
bound. The play-offs begin on Nov. 21.

Young Cheerleaders Steal the Show

Young cheerleaders pose at last Friday’s game

f you couldn’t make it to the

Miramonte High School var-
sity football game last Friday,
you missed what may have been
the cutest show on earth. No,
not the players, good-looking
guys though they may be; the
cuteness was on the sidelines
Friday evening.

About forty young cheer-
leaders, drawn largely from the
Orinda elementary schools, had
the opportunity to join the Mi-
ramonte Cheerleaders during
the game and to perform a
dance at half-time. The girls
were participants in last week’s
Cheer Camp run by the cheer-
leaders.

The cheerleaders have of-
fered camps in prior years, usu-
ally as fundraisers, but this year
turned out to be more of a chal-
lenge than they anticipated. Var-
sity head cheerleaders Brenna
Casey and Claire Rottici found
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Miramonte
Las Lomas
Alhambra
Dublin
Acalanes

Diablo Foothill Athletic League (DFAL)
Football Standings as of 11/8/08
(Compiled by Alex Crook)

Campolindo

League Overall
4-0 81
31 7-2
2-2 6-3
2-2 2-7
1-3 2-7
0-4 2-7

themselves without the benefit
of their coach, who fell very ill
in September. “The cheerleaders
had to organize and teach the
younger girls all by them-
selves,” said Brenna’s mother,
Susan Casey.

Brenna said there were
forty one little girls in the camp,
taught by twenty Miramonte
Varsity and JV cheerleaders.
“Claire and I met many times to
make a ‘schedule’ of how every-
thing was going to work,”
Brenna explained. “It has been
really hard without (our
coach)...but there was no doubt
that we were going to follow
through with our Kids Camp.
Because both Claire and I are
Associated Student Body offi-
cers for Miramonte as well, it
made it a lot easier to talk to the
administration in order to work
out the logistics. All of the par-
ents of the cheerleaders on our
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squad have been really helpful
as well.”

How much more exciting
does it get than to be on the
field, pom-poms in hand, cheer-
ing with the “pros?” It’s the
best, according to seven year
old Sally: “Do you know what
I’m going to be when I grow
up? I’m going to be Miramonte
Cheerleader!” she announced.

“This experience is a great
thing for our squad,” says
Brenna, “ it really makes us re-
alize another aspect of what
cheerleading is all about: in-
creasing spirit for our school,
but also serving as role models
for young girls. It is such a
wonderful community bonding
event and the little girls look up
to us so much. Unlike prior
years, our goal for the week was
not to fundraise, but to create a
cute, community event for the
younger population of our city.”

Patricia Battersby, Ashley Battersby, Joan Cleveland, Joan Eggers, Joan Evans, Linda Friedman, Marianne Greene, Pamela Halloran, Dexter Honens II, Debbie Johnston, Hal Kaufman

Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega, Ann H. Ward, Dan Weil, Margaret Weil Zucker

AS50CTATES
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93 Moraga Road, Suite #103
Orinda, CA 94563
925¢254+0505

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm

1o learn more about Village Associates or to preview our listings please visit:

www.villageassociates.com
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1. Bruce Maxon, Loretta Mullins, Karen Murphy, Sue Olsen, Ben Olsen, Lara Olsen Williamson, Kurt Piper, Tara Rochlin, Judy Schoenrock, Ann Sharf, Steve Smith, Lynda Snell, Jeff Snell
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Draperies
al
Carpet E ¥
Blinds & Shades et
Bedspreads ey
Upholstery oo
Shutters Susan Cowell
Anna M. Webb
Wallpapers |
Hours: IR 925-283-2252
Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 7 Fiesta Ln., Lafayette
Sat. by Appoinyment B (next to Petar’s Restaurant)
E& FRAMING
The Print Gallery
Frames « Prints - Posters »
Shadow Boxes «
i Needlework - Mirrors «
_ . - el A= L Memorabilia -
15 Fiesta Lane - Lafayette « (925) 283-4668 | CataloguesforOrdering

(Near Chow Restaurant) * Custom Framing $75 maximum

Lafayette Auto Body. Inc.

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

(925) 283-3421

£ 925-377-0977
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-

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.lafayettechamber.org

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

and the Lamorinda Art Alliance

presents the 1%t annual
Holiday Art Walk

Downtown Lafayette
Saturday December 6th
10am-6pm
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M aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s
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Design the PERFECT gift! We custom embroider

napkins, spa robes, fleece blankets, golf towels, & more.

1 Classes + Open Studio Time + Camps + Brother Sewing Machines + Girl Scouts + Parties I
1 960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette (925)283-7396 www.sewnow.com 1
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W TRANS JEWELER
25 Years of Experience
Formerly worked with

Charles-Fine Jewelry, Inc.

Expert in all your Fine Jewelry needs
Diamond Setting
Jewelry Repair
Custom Design and Manufacturing
Specializing in Custom Design Jewelry

3608 Happy Valley Road - Lafayette

- Behind Wells Fargo Bank -

Lafayette Acupuncture Center

Elliot Wagner, OMD, LAc
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

919 Moraga Rd.

Lafayette, CA 94549
925-962-2287

-
www.lafayetteacupuncture.com

™~ A
rmassaoe "__,J“_;ﬁ
925-284-2881 (¢’ m@g@

55
w www.massagecottage.com
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#== . .lotsandlots of fabulous yarn
i «Friendly, personal service
- Sensible prices

)
963-C Moraga Rd. - 925-283-7377

Premium Pet Food - Flea Control Products - Toys - Small Pet Accessories - Competitivly Priced

Piano Studio

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601

Making gay Area HomeS

. 2046
Beautiful Sinc® !
B lodgett’s .

FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Larry Blodgett
Owner

www.blodgetts.com

Lic. # 177588

THE ¢ Independent Living

TFORD
v o L At Countrywond

1545 Pleasant Hill Road * Lafayette, CA %49 4

¢ Assisted Living
* Memory Care

_—

ik II'- (925) 932-9910 * www.stratfordseniorliving.com
r =e B i

License #075601323

Ideal Cut &
LAZARE DIAMOND"
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Diamonds - Anniversary Bands - Wedding Rings

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - Lafayette
925-283-1800

Custom Designs - Manufacturing in Gold & Platinum
Jewelry & Watch Repair Done on Premises

First Months Rent FREE
Any Size Unit!

« State of the Art Video Surveillance
+ All Doors Alarmed

« Individualized Elevator Access

+ Deliveries Accepted

* Access Hours 7.a.m. to 7 p.m.

+ Complete Moving & Packing Supplies
* Major Credit Cards Accepted

* Please call for details

holiday party catering
for your home or office

SpringLoaf

Catering

call soon to book your event:
Tel: (925) 962 9369

www.springloaf.com, 3744 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette, 94549

A=SIFRAME
EEFERT PILTURE FHH“lE
SERVING SATISFIED
LAMORINDA CUSTOMERS
SINCE 1991
3571 MT DIABLO BLVD, LAFAYETTE - 283-7620 - OPEN MON-SAT 10-6

e JV LUCAS PAVING

.=« QUALITY « INTEGRITY ¢ EXPERT WORKMANSHIP
THIRD GENERATION PAVING COMPANY

* Driveways  * Private Roads
* Parking Lots * Subdivisions

It’s
Time
to Seal
Coat!

4 r-%- * Tennis & Sports Courts
- * Seal Coating

- .

LUCAS PAVING, INC.
925.283.8027

Eyﬂﬂm ic q“ﬂ;
fwﬂiis

k7
R
N A Ay European Manicures and Pedicures

.r'i:-: tﬁ\u'l ‘}*.r*’fr" Call Now!

[ da (925) 283-8318
l.lif.-:fl ".'.-M 20" OFF Introduciory Offer! H

ks

950 B Hough Ave. - Lafayette
Plenty of Free Parking

(esta
ANTIQUES

elc ...

a Fiesta Square
3540 Wilkinson Lane
925-299-1811

BIG g TIRES

in Lafayette since 1962

All Major Brands Available

Shuttle Service
3328 Mt. Diablo Blvd A&B; Lafayette

(925) 283-2258 WWW.BIGOTIRES.COM
Tires Wheels Brakes Shocks Struts Alignment

THE ROLFING CENTER
Bonnie Stephens, Rolfer®

Certified Advanced Rolfer
Rolfing Movement Practioner

Conveniently located in Lafayette
By Appointment Only:

925.962.0105

bodwkr@yahoo.com ¢ www.RolfingEastBay.co; 5

Have Something To Say Around Town?

Blog It At...

www.WeLoveLafayette.com

ITINE BII:_DD(ING & Gl
Japanese style & comtort 5 ne

Hours : Mon-Sat 10-6bm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

Cus-tom Cormcor'tcr Covrt-rs ] Unique Japanese 3
961-A MORAGA RD. LAFAYETTE * 925-299-0882 ° sugi-store.com

Open most days
10am-4pm

20 Lafayette Circle
Lafayette
(925)-962-1776

ntiques & Vintage

ART CLASSES/STUDIO SPACE

925-284-5143
WWW.LAFAYETTESTUMO.ORG

. ~W  Artnstruction for Children § Adults

£\

‘-&ﬂ

Sign up now for Winter Classes!

* The Young Avtist « Cartooning « Watercolor
s Pastels § Mixed Medin - Teen Open Studio

- Anbmal Falr « Acrylics « Adventures in Art + Pottery
* Fabulous Fashion + Ask about our Holiday Workshops

50 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette = (925) 2991515 * www.theart-room.com

Watch for Shop Orinda November 26 . Call for Advertising 925.377.0977




