
As the rainy season starts it’s

the responsibility of property

owners to make sure that pollu-

tants do not enter the creeks and

rivers that flow through, or are im-

mediately adjacent to, their prop-

erties.  Lamorinda’s cities have a

reputation for tough enforcement

of the rules and regulations that

work to prevent surface water con-

tamination.  Yet local governments

and their contractors have not al-

ways focused intently on holding

themselves to the same strict re-

quirements to which the rest of the

community is obligated.   All too

often, it takes a reminder from the

community to get cities to walk

their talk.

At 155 Moraga Road in

Moraga, debris from the East Bay

Municipal Utility District’s

(EBMUD) pipeline project was

still lingering by the parking lot of

the Christian Community Church.

A large pile of debris had been left

in proximity to a creek with no

protection and another stack of as-

phalt debris was left adjacent to a

storm drainage system.  When we

mentioned that fact to Town staff,

they immediately went to inspect

the site and that same afternoon

had Mountain Cascade

(EBMUD’s contractor) start re-

moving piles and mitigating im-

pacts.  

In Orinda, we went to 433

Moraga Way, by the parking lot of

the Holy Shepherd Lutheran

Church, just before the Thanksgiv-

ing weekend.  There we found

large heaps of dirt and asphalt

piled by the creek with absolutely

no protection from runoff.  Cor-

rective action was implemented by

contractor KJ Woods after we con-

tacted the city.

In Orinda, the city ordinance

code states that, “The permittee

shall effect and maintain precau-

tionary measures necessary to pro-

tect adjacent watercourses and

public or private property from

damage or erosion, flooding and

deposit of mud or debris originat-

ing from the site…. Minimizing

increases in no point source pollu-

tion caused by storm water runoff

from development that would oth-

erwise degrade local water qual-

ity…. Require developers and

owners’ builders to control storm

water quality impact of their proj-

ects during construction required

developers of projects with signif-

icant storm water pollution poten-

tial to mitigate impacts through site

planning and design practices

and/or installing storm water treat-

ment controls.”

The San Francisco Bay Re-

gional Water Quality Control

Board (RWQCB) confirmed that

cities are subject to the same regu-

lations as individual homeowners.  

“We have to be exemplary in

protecting our creeks,” said Mor-

aga Inspector Dana Blatner.

“We’ve monitored the pipeline

project during the whole time and

I called EBMUD and Mountain

Cascade as soon as I became

aware of the problem.”  

At 433 Moraga Way, the

erection of a protective fence

began the day after we talked to

Cathleen Terentieff, Orinda Storm

Water Program Manager, and we

were invited to come and see the

site by Kevin Fitzpatrick of KJ

Woods.  

On site, Central Contra

Costa Sanitary District (Central

San) Community Affairs Repre-

sentative Chris Carpenter ex-

plained that it is part of Central

San’s job to protect the creeks.  

“We install protective barri-

ers before the beginning of the

rainy season,” explained Fitz-

patrick.   When it rained during

the Thanksgiving week, KJ

Woods said they protected the de-

bris with plastic covers held

down by sand bags.  On site, we

saw workers completing the set-

ting of the protective fence.  “We

are serving the community,”

added Carpenter, “Central San is

engaged in a renovation project

of the sewage systems of both

Orinda and Lafayette and we

have 35 sites open at this time.  If

the public has questions they can

call me at (925) 229-7316.”
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1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

One month 
trial offer

Pamela Halloran,
Broker Associate

Village Associates

(925) 323-4100
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com

In your corner,
more important

than ever
Put my 20+ years
of experience to
work for you!

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004

Hey Christmas shoppers - Have you

run out of gift ideas? How about a gift certificate for a freshly painted
kitchen, bathroom or bedroom? We have certificates available now
just in time for the holidays. Take advantage of our "Winter Speeial".

Westwood Painting & Construction ®

Winter Special -  20% off all Interior work.
We have complete painting and decorating services, outstanding results,
and of course free estimates. Call us today and schedule an appointment.

Hurry because offer expires December 31, 2008. 
References available upon request.

Over 40 yrs. Of Experience 925- 631- 0732
License # 780325 A Lamorinda Based Business

Orinda Rotary Club Endowment Grants Awarded
By Andrea A. Firth

The Orinda Rotary Club

awarded $6,700 in grants to

organizations in Orinda through

their Endowment. Although un-

able to fulfill all the requests that

they received, Rotarian and En-

dowment Director Gene Got-

tfried was pleased to announce

the recipients for 2008. The

Orinda Community Church re-

ceived support for their Winter

Nights Homeless Shelter Pro-

gram; the Orinda Rotary Club

got a grant to install an assistive

listening system; the Xenophon

Riding Center received sponsor-

ship for a rider; Orinda Interme-

diate School got a grant for six

stereomicroscopes; and Del Rey

Elementary School will be able

to purchase a document camera.

No Dumping in Creeks: Towns Try to Clean Up Their Act
By Sophie Braccini  

Debris on the side of Moraga Road close to the church      Photo Sophie Braccini

Kevin Fitzpatrick explains how the protective fence works   Photo Sophie Braccini

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Webkinz 

13.95 FREE
Giftwrapping*

at McCaulou’s
*On items of 15.00 or more

Gift Certificates
on line at

www.mccaulous.com
Phone 925-283-3380

Fax 925-283-7855

In Stock Now!

New Styles

Arriving Daily!

Shown: Grey Arabian

SAVE 40%

Quilted Microfiber 

Jackets by J. Ashley 

NOW ONLY 17.99

SAVE 75%

Appliqued Holiday 

Tees by Jane A. 

  NOW 6.99

SAVE 60%

All Morning Sun 

Holiday Sweatshirts 

NOW ONLY 16.99

SAVE 50%

Alfred Dunner’s 

Christmas Sweaters

And Coordinates

SAVE 75%

 Arctic Fleece 

 Zip Hoodies 

NOW ONLY 9.99

NOW 19.99
  All Christmas

     Sweaters & Vests 

By Reference Pt.

NOW 1.99
  All Christmas

  Motif Socks by 

  Sache-Foxwell

SAVE 50%

   All Cozy Fleece 

  Jogsets by Anney 

   NOW ONLY 19.99

SAVE 50%

  Nylon Quilt Vests 

  By Carolyn Taylor 

NOW ONLY 14.99

ONLY 9.99
Basic Turtlenecks 
     By C.M. & Refer 

           18 Colors! 

NOW 14.99 
   All Christmas 
   Pins by Monet 
   & Liz Claiborne 


