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Lamorinda Community

Calendar
City Council Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way
Tuesday, January 20
Planning Comm. Tpm

Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way
Tuesday, January 13

Planning Process
Review Task Force
Public Workshops
Saturday, January 10,
2009, 9:00am to noon
Library Auditorium, 26
Orinda Way

and

Wednesday, January 21,
2009, 7pm to 9pm
Sarge Littlehale
Community Room,
Orinda City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orindachamber.org
* local businesses

* upcomming events

ORINDA :

Senior booze burglar, 12/29/08 A
64-year-old Orinda resident tried
to shoplift a 1.75 liter bottle of JB
Scotch from Longs Drugs on Mor-
aga Way in the middle of the after-
noon. When confronted by store
personnel, she took bottle out of
her purse and fled toward Camino
Pablo. At a traffic stop not far from
the store, police held an in-field
line up, where the older female
suspect was positively identified —
perhaps it was her red sweater,
gray hair and glasses? Or was it
because the store manager recog-
nized her from a prior theft caught
on surveillance camera where she
absconded with two bottles of
Gran Marnier?

D.U.L, 12/27/08 A suspect col-
lided with a parked car on Orchard
Road at 2:30 in the morning.
Bumper car boy smelled like alco-
hol, had slurred speech and an un-
steady gait - an intoxication
trifecta. The subject’s car had five
pounds of illegal fireworks and ex-
plosives in the trunk.

Bad check, 12/26/08 A suspect
walked into the Bank of American
on Orinda Way and wanted to cash
acheck. A quick thinking teller de-
termined the check was fake and
the signature forged. The suspect
was arrested and taken to Martinez
for processing. Note to Santa —
this guy is naughty, will some
quality time in jail make him
nicer?

Robbery foiled, 12/24/08 An Oak-
land resident entered a Scenic
Drive driveway in the middle of
the night, but was confronted by
residents, so he left. Homeowners
wisely called the cops who found
the suspect’s vehicle three blocks
from the driveway in question. Of-
ficers found, gasp! burglary tools
in his car. Subject was arrested for
possession of burglary tools.
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Orinda Recruits for
Committee and Commission Vacancies

By Andrea A. Firth
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Orinda residents at a Planning Process Review meeting

‘ N 7ith the start of the new

year, Orinda’s City
Council will embark upon the
annual recruitment process to
fill vacancies on the various
City Committees and Commis-
sions that are staffed by volun-
teer residents. Orinda has
approximately eighty commu-
nity volunteers who serve as
members on the fifteen active
committees and commissions
and couple of task forces that
are winding down. “The resi-
dents of Orinda feel commu-
nity participation is
important—an essential ele-
ment to a strong and open gov-
erning process. People here are
very capable and very gener-
ous with their time, and the
City greatly benefits from
this,” says Mayor Sue Sever-
son.

The committees and
commissions that function in
Orinda serve in a variety of ad-
visory roles including finance,
planning, public safety, com-
munity services and aesthetics.
In many ways the City’s vari-
ous committees and commis-
sions are an extension of city
operations. While they coordi-
nate with the City Council and
Staff, they conduct their re-
views independently, and their
role is typically to advise, not
decide.

“There is a great deal of
Staft and Council effort and
time that goes into supporting
our various committees,” notes
City Manager Janet Keeter.
“However, given the limited
budget that the City has to op-
erate and provide services, it is

a wonderful gift of time and
expertise that the residents give
to the City. Many of the resi-
dent volunteers have back-
grounds in finance (including
budgeting and investing), plan-
ning, engineering, real estate,
art, architecture, and the list
goes on. Were it not for many
of these individuals, the City
would need to hire and pay for
the expertise,” she adds.
Severson concurs, “As a
small City with a small budget,
we could not afford to pay for
the level of expertise and ad-
vice that we receive from the
members of our committees,
commissions, and task forces.
The commitment to commu-
nity volunteerism is one of
Orinda’s greatest strengths.”
The work of many of
these committees, commis-
sions, and task forces requires
a considerable investment of
time and energy, and the issues
that they are asked to tackle are
not without the potential for
controversy. “The individuals
who join the committees take
their appointments and the
goals of their committees seri-
ously,” states Severson. As the
Council representative on the
recently disbanded Revenue
Enhancement Task Force, she
worked with the group to dis-
till the voluminous amount of
information generated into a
nine-point plan for the public
to review, which faced some
criticism from members of the
Moraga Orinda Fire District.
“Our task was to look at all the
options,” explains Severson.
“’The task force did not pre-
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select, couch or ignore any of
the ideas that came forward.
We did not eliminate anything,
and it evolved into the nine-
point plan that was presented.
It was an amazing process,”
she adds.

The work of the Planning
Process Review Task Force
(PPRTF) is another prime ex-
ample of resident volunteers
tackling some tough issues and
then working through the pub-
lic review process. “The
PPRTF members immersed
themselves into learning and
understanding the Planning
Department's current opera-
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General dentistry done with a cosmetic emphasis to
improve and enhance natural looking smiles.
Adults, Children, Nitrous Oxide, Implant Dentistry, Cosmetic
Dentistry, Invisalign Certified + Complimentary Consultations

Mary H. Smith,
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tions and means of processing
residential and commercial
plans and proposals. Armed
with that information, and with
some first hand experience, the
members very methodically
and intensely developed rec-
ommendations for improve-
ment,” explains Keeter. “We
are now at a point in time
where the PPRTF is vetting the
recommendations through a
public workshop process be-
fore submitting the final report
to the Planning Commission
and the City Council. This type
of thorough analysis by the
PPRTF, although it involved an
immense amount of staff time,
supplemented the City's ability
and resources to conduct such
a study,” she adds.

The process of including
resident volunteers aligns with

the practice of involving com-
munity members in local gov-
ernment, according to Keeter.
The involvement not only ed-
ucates residents in the City's
functions and challenges, but
also provides the City with dif-
ferent perspectives. “As a com-
mittee or commission member,
aresident is taken on as a part-
ner with the City,” says Sever-
son. “The City values their
expertise and input. It’s a col-
laborative process.”
Applications for the cur-
rent committee and commis-
sion openings in Orinda are
available at the City website
(www.cityoforinda.org) and
further information can be ob-
tained from the City Clerk’s
office (email: molsen@city-
oforinda.org; phone 253-4221).
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computer technical support

repairs * training * websites

925.283.5666

NerddRent.com

3503 Mt Diablo Blvd, Suita 4
Lafayette, California 94549

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004
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past five yléars, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031
urities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

. 'I 995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.
E=3 Qt’fINI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry,

based on equity raised.
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Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. + Member FINRA/SiPC

DAVID WAAL
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2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK,
CA 94597

(925) 407-4747
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