
With the Capitol building

looming large in the back-

ground, longtime Orinda residents

Gloria and Dick Marchick were

situated up close to witness Presi-

dent Obama take the oath of office

on a cold January day in Wash-

ington D.C. two weeks ago. “It

was remarkable. Beyond belief.

The event of a lifetime,” says Glo-

ria with unrestrained enthusiasm

when asked to describe Inaugura-

tion Day 2009.  “This was my

Woodstock. My defining mo-

ment,” she adds. 

The Marchicks, Dick a re-

tired obstetrics and gynecology

physician and Gloria an English

teacher who taught for the

Acalanes Union High District for

22 years, had volunteered for the

Obama campaign and purchased

their airplane tickets to Washing-

ton well in advance of the election

results. Up and out by 4:30 a.m.

on Inauguration Day, the

Marchicks, dressed in long johns

and ski clothes, made their way

patiently through crowds and long

lines to access their ticketed seats.

“We walked a long way among

swarms of people,” states Gloria,

“but nobody pushed or yelled.

Even while riding the packed

Metro, people said excuse me,”

she adds. 

The Marchicks’ VIP seats

were only a few rows from actor

Dustin Hoffman, photographer

Annie Liebowitz, and New York

Mayor Michael Bloomberg. De-

spite the celebrity distractions, the

Marchicks and everyone present

were focused upon the history-

making moment of the mid-day

ceremony. “When he was an-

nounced as President of the

United States, I have never felt

such a tremendous surge of emo-

tion. Everyone hugged. Everyone

cried,” says Gloria.

Eight Campolindo students

were also part of the million-per-

son throng on the National Mall in

D.C. for the momentous Inaugu-

ration along with History teacher

Molly Henrikson and parent chap-

erone Kathy Ranstrom. For the

Campo crowd, the Capitol build-

ing was visible in the distance as

they watched Obama take the oath

of office on a large video screen.

Like the Marchicks, the students

had also committed to the experi-

ence before the election results

were known, and despite their dif-

fering locations on the Mall, their

Inauguration Day experiences

were quite similar.

Senior Shannon Bruce de-

scribed the feeling on the Mall as

simultaneously peaceful and eu-

phoric. “It could have been a

pretty intimidating crowd consid-

ering the amount of people there,

but it ended up being completely

opposite; everyone was incredibly

happy and calm,” saysShannon.

The Campo group spent seven

hours outside in temperatures that

dipped well below 20⑤F. But the
cold weather did not have a nega-

tive effect on the day, according to

senior Christy Dye. “It was really

interesting,” adds Christy, “It was

such a calm crowd. You would

expect more rambunctious behav-

ior, but everyone was happy and

excited. It was a really uplifting

environment.”
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Lamorindans Witness the Obama Inauguration Up Close 
By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda residents Dick and Gloria Marchick with daughter Patti Kogan on
Inauguration day, 2009                      Photo provided

SMC Spring Creative Writing Reading Series Kicks Off
By Andrea A. Firth

Each Spring and Fall, Saint

Mary’s College (SMC) in

Moraga brings some of today’s

most talented fiction and nonfic-

tion writers and poets from

across the country to share their

work as part of the Creative

Writing Reading Series. The

Spring Series will include seven

authors who will read published

writing or work-in-progress and

answer audience questions on

six Wednesday evenings be-

tween February and May 

“We always aim to bring a

diverse group of writers from

across the three genres—fiction,

nonfiction, and poetry,” states

Graham Foust, Director of the

Master in Fine Arts in Creative

Writing Program at SMC. 

One of the highlights of the

Series will be a reading by San

Francisco-based author and jour-

nalist Leslie Carol Roberts, who

is a Distinguished Visiting

Writer at SMC this Spring.

Roberts will read from her re-

cently published book The Entire
Earth and Sky: Views on Antarc-
tica.
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1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

for 20 days

Your FREE 8 pc Gift ($75.00 Value) with any  
Estée Lauder Purchase of $27.50 or more.

Offer good while supplies last. Quantities 
limited. One to a customer, please. 

MAKE YOUR GIFT EVEN BIGGER
Add a full-size MagnaScopic Maximum Volume Mascara 

 plus our patent-finish accessory case. Free with
any purchase of 55.00 or more 

Lafayette Plaza Center 
(925) 283-3380 Danville Town & Country 

(925) 837-0261 Montclair 6211 Medau Pl., Oakland 
(510) 339-2210 Napa Napa Town Center    

(707) 255-9375 

Make it yours. Choose the shades you love, warm or cool. 
Get a Spring lift with a 7-day supply of Resilience Lift Extreme 

Ultra Firming Crème. Take home 3 patent-finish bags and more. 
The brightest ideas in beauty are yours. 

Just say Gift Me! 

ENJOY A FREE SIGNATURE SERVICE, TOO,
PLUS AN EXTRA BONUS.

With your gift, enjoy your choice of complimentary services-
personalized just for you. From a Two Minute Touch-Up to an
in-depth skincare consultation, we can grant your every beauty 

wish. Plus, you’ll receive a 10-day supply of your ideal foundation 
 in your shade as an extra bonus. 

Gift Dates 
January 21 to February 7

261 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette
925-283-7900

Mon - Sat 10:30 - 5:30

February Furniture Sale

30% (and wall art)

Winter Handbags - 50% off

Begins: February 2nd

Campolindo students Mark Ranstrom, Darby Kerr, and Shannon Bruce
on Inauguration Day, 2009     Photo K. Ranstrom




