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e Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.
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All published letters will include the writer's name and town (please give us your phone number for
verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less. Letters may be edited for length or legal considerations.

email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:

To the Editor:

Three developers are planning a 16-home planned unit development on the
20-acre property surrounding the Moraga Adobe house in southwest Orinda
(near the Del Rey School).

The historic Moraga Adobe house, home of the owner of the Mexican land
grant covering most of Lamorinda, may not be preserved in this development.
If you wish the Moraga Adobe and several acres around it to be preserved you
should e-mail planner Roscoe Mata of the Orinda Planning Department, who
is reviewing the plans, and express your concerns. The e-mail address is:
rmata@cityoforinda.org.

Residents in the general vicinity of the Moraga Adobe will have a strong in-
terest in the effect of the development on the severe traffic congestion near
the Del Rey School. The proposed development will add the traffic from 16
homes to the already severe Del Rey School traffic. If you live in the
Lavenida area you will be concerned with the possibility of having Lavenida
become an Emergency Vehicle Access route for the development. All area
residents will be concerned with the possibility of the two sections of Donna
Maria Way being connected as a through street. This would cause an influx
of students driving to Miramonte High School and severely worsen the Del
Rey School traffic congestion.

Express your concerns to: rmata@cityoforinda.org.

If you wish to be kept informed of how the development is proceeding, send
your e-mail address to: barbaravau@att.net.

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

our community, recently stated by paying property taxes for 53 years, “I be-
lieve we have done our part” (Lamorinda Sun, 1/16/09). He behaves as if
Prop 13 has had no effect on him or the schools.

Since 1978, based on the assessed value of Mr. Vaughn’s home ($78,357 —
CC County website), he has paid approximately $34,700 in assessed taxes
(not including bonds and parcel taxes). But in 2003, a new Del Rey neigh-
bor, in search of a great community with the highest rated public schools in
the state, purchased a comparable home for $500,000. These homeowners
will pay at least four times that of Mr. Vaughn’s $1,200 payment. With such
disparate levels of taxation, the new owners will have surpassed Mr. Vaughn’s
35 years’ worth of property tax in just six years! Young families with school-
aged children also pay an average of $1,200 per child to parents’ clubs and
foundations to enjoy the education our children received before Prop 13.

It is wonderful we seniors can stay in our homes with low tax rates. So when
our school officials seek an additional $124 annual contribution, let’s recog-
nize this: honorable Orinda seniors have long supported our public schools,
and we stand with them. Vote YES on MEASURE B.

Sincerely,

Sue and Ralph Severson, Carol and Scot Bergren, Mary and John Fazel, Sue
and Al Farmer, Penny and Ian Baird, Phyllis and Eugene Gottfried, Ann and
Lee Sorenson, Yvonne McDaniel, Jack and Barbara Bontemps, Joan and Bob
Montgomery, Pam Gardiner, Nellie and Rudy Glauser, Jeanne and Jack Wick-
ware, Kathy and Bran Yaich, Kate and Max Rittman, Pam Elder, Midge and
Peter Zischke,

Barbara Vaughn Jean Lyford
Orinda Orinda
To the Editor: Dear Editor:

This is in response to Clyde Vaughn's comments about Measure B and the
"high value" of Orinda property in the January 21st Lamorinda Weekly.
Clyde, no one wants new taxes, not now or ever. However, these are desper-
ate times for California schools and especially a school district like Orinda
that only receives $5,273/student per year (unlike Hillsborough which re-
ceives $8,150/student). Thanks to Proposition 13 we (along with most school
districts in California) do not have enough funds to meet the demands of a
high quality education. Now the state budget crises has put even more of a
strain on our schools.

I'm thankful that OUSD does so well on such a tight budget with 85% of
their financial resources going toward salaries. As for those teacher salaries,
according to the School Accountability Report Card published by OUSD on
Orinda Intermediate School the average teacher salary for the 2006-2007
school year was $60,471. This is certainly not enough given the demands of
their jobs and our Bay Area cost of living.

I cannot imagine why you don't think Orinda's property values are not the di-
rect result of our top notch schools. Have you been living in a box all these
years? Most of the home sales are to families with children because of the
schools. If my husband and I could have maintained our wonderful, hip
urban lifestyle while covering a mortgage and sending our kids to private
schools we would have stayed in Berkeley! We along with many other fam-
ilies moved to Orinda for the schools, and only for the schools. Otherwise, I
personally don't find ranch homes in the burbs and the fact I have to drive
everywhere all that charming! Clyde, you will have the Orinda schools to
thank when you sell your little rancher for a bundle for the great retirement
opportunity that awaits you.

As for Meaure B, I wish we could fund our schools differently and not have
to ask Orinda tax payers to shell out more money, but we have to. As a par-
ent of two, and in the near future three Orinda school children I am willing
to pay more for this great education we receive here. Not only does a good
education benefit my children, it benefits Orinda and society as a whole.

It was the best of times. It was the worst of times. For many Americans, fi-
nancial worries are an everyday preoccupation at this time. While with the
start of a new year and a new administration in Washington we have hope,
residents of Contra Costa County, Lamorinda, and Orinda remain concerned
about their economic futures.

The Orinda Unified School District has placed a bond measure on the ballot
to be voted on this March. Not supporting a school bond measure in Orinda
is akin to being unpatriotic. Last November, Measure E was passed raising
property taxes to pay for improvements to the local high school district. As
a candidate for City Council at that time I did not endorse Measure E for a
number of reasons. Living in Orinda for the better part of two decades I have
always supported school bond measures but found myself unconvinced by
the need for the magnitude of improvements and the consequential tax in-
crease that was proposed.

At this point I am concerned about the timing of another property tax in-
crease. Orindans are not immune to underemployment, unemployment and
living on a fixed income. The solution for desired community improvements
invariably becomes property taxes. The reality is our City Plan has not ade-
quately addressed the need for increasing sales tax and commercial property
tax revenues thus allowing us to meet our needs for infrastructure, schools and
other necessary services through means other than increasing property taxes.
The Revenue Enhancement Taskforce was recently dissolved by action of
the City Council. It remains to be seen to what degree the Council will ef-
fectively negotiate with the fire district. At a time in which a number of Bay
Area cities are near bankruptcy due to the cost of police and fire services,
our community also must be concerned about fiscal responsibility in ad-
dressing such needs. I hope that my fellow residents will ask questions of the
school board, fire district board, and City Council members regarding their
plans for how we might finance proposed public projects in the future out-
side of the old paradigm that unnecessarily relies upon property tax revenue.
Wishing you all a happy new year,

Maya McBride Dr. Bob Larsen
Orinda Orinda
To the Editor: Editor:

A famous American has written: "If we're serious about building a twenty-first
century school system, we're going to have to take the teaching profession
seriously."

This American called for teachers to be paid $100,000 annually, adding that
"[h]ighly skilled teachers in such critical fields as math and science . . . should
be paid even more."

He also said: "In exchange for more money, teachers need to become more
accountable . . ."

Thus, it is inexcusable that voters in Lamorinda are constantly bombarded
with requests for higher school taxes, and yet get nothing in return.

In November 2008, the Acalanes Union High School District recevied $93
million extra from voters. In March 2009, Orinda voters will be asked to
come up with 32 percent more in school property taxes.

In both cases, voters received no promises of greater teacher accountability.
Why don't the Acalanes and Orinda school districts promise teachers more
money in exchange for eliminating tenure? Why don't these districts offer
higher salaries to mathematics and science teachers?

The answer is simple: These districts refuse to confront powerful, egalitar-
ian special-interest groups (like the teachers' union).

The time has come for voters to say no to any more tax hikes for public
schools until and unless voters get guarantees of reform.

And who is that famous American who has called for education reform? His
name is Barack Obama, president of the United States. My quotations come
from his book, "The Audacity of Hope."

Richard S. Colman
Orinda

Dear Editor,

Many paying attention to education finance in 1978 knew Proposition 13
would cripple public education. And so it has. Its two-thirds requirement for
legislated tax increases has similarly crippled state government. Proposition
13 has no sunset and lawmakers consider it the political “third rail.”

Orinda resident Clyde Vaughn, opposed to every measure aimed to better

Orinda School Tax Measure B Is Flawed.

Any parcel tax should have an ending date and not go on forever. Because
this tax goes on forever, the voters have no right to adjust the tax as state fi-
nancing for schools is adjusted. With an ending date the Orinda taxpayers
would have the right to determine if another tax is needed.

I believe Orinda voters are not provided full disclosure of the requirements
to qualify for a Senior Exemption. Seniors are led to believe they will ben-
efit from a Senior Exemption whereas in reality the qualification require-
ments are so stringent very few Orindans will qualify. According to the
Orinda School District Business Office, the Orinda household income must
not exceed approximately $43,050 to qualify for the exemption.

Ifthe School District used the median income of Orinda taxpayers in their cal-
culations, more than 70 Orinda seniors would qualify for the exemption. In-
stead, it appears the School District will use the overall lower median income
of Contra Costa County taxpayers.

Since Orinda taxpayers will pay the parcel tax, the qualifications for a Senior
Exemption should be based upon the median income of Orinda taxpayers.
This School tax proposal is flawed because I believe the tax should have an
ending date, the Senior Exemption is based on wrong requirements, and vot-
ers are not given full disclosure on specifics of the tax.

Vincent Maiorana
Orinda

Public Forum JOINIT

f you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamor-
inda or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to
which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can
submit your letter to our Public Forum section.
Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum.
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A sense of community was palpable on the morning of Tuesday, Jan.
20, in the Europa Hofbriu restaurant on Moraga Way, Orinda.

Europa opened its doors to an early morning crowd, departed
from tradition and served up breakfast beginning at 7:30 AM and
turned on its three big screen TVs — loud — to permit a rapt audi-
ence to witness, together, the Presidential Inauguration, taking
place all the way across our great country in Washington, D.C.

The crowd was one to be found only in America: Nabil and Maram, born
in East Jerusalem; George, born in Jerusalem, many years in Goteborg;
Amer, born in Amman; Esther, born in El Salvador, Steve, in Canada,
Carl, in Honduras, Luisa, in San Sebastian, the Basque part of Spain;
Richard, born in Braintree; Sandy, born in Tulsa; Vergie, born in Los An-
geles, Carla, in Rochester, Sue, in Berkeley; Peter, in East Lansing, Mike,
in Las Vegas, Bob, west of Spokane, at a little stop along the Great North-
ern tracks, Joe, in San Francisco; Maggie, in Fayetteville. Many others.
Americans all.

A week earlier, Dave, Jim, Carl and George, sitting around in a local cof-
fee shop, thought it would be great addition to our “inaugural experience”
if we could witness it together, not sitting in front of our own TV’s, in our
respective living rooms. So, we approached Europa Hofbréu and propri-
etors Maria, George, Harry and Lori Boukis (Maria, born in Greece, op-
erating a restaurant in America with a German flavor.) They said, “Yes.”
And, “We’ll turn up those TV’s and we’ll serve breakfast, too!

So, phone calls were made; signs were put up; e-mails ricocheted around
LaMorinda. On Inauguration Day, Europa — certainly the restaurant,
maybe the continent, too -- was rockin’. Seventy good folks appeared —
from Orinda (some who have been residents here for over 50
years)...Lafayette...Moraga...Martinez...Marin County...San Mateo
County...Berkeley. The packed room reverberated with good vibes, good
food and good coffee. The audience cheered -- cheered at a bunch of tel-
evision sets! — at all the right moments. Acclaim greeted the dignitaries
on the screen: Past Presidents and spouses: Carter, Bush, Clinton, and —
now, soon-to-be former President George W. Bush. No matter what our
diverse political views might have been, no boos. Then, the Supreme
Court Justices, the Vice-President and President-Elect. At the end of the
oath of office — an oath affirmed by a man who affirms our national di-
versity -- Barack Hussein Obama — the Europa erupted in applause.

The opening prayer, the oath, the speech, the poem, the music, the bene-
diction, the Star Spangled Banner... over... all too quickly. Power was
transferred peacefully -- our nation transformed.

We filed out of the restaurant. We gave our good wishes to Europa Hof-
brau, to each other, to our country — and to ourselves.

Anew day in our country. In Orinda, this new day -- community at its best.
By Dave Anderson

Dave Anderson is an attorney and Orinda resident. On Election Day,
Nov 4, 2008, he worked as a volunteer in a precinct in Dayton, Ohio as
part of the Voter Protection Program sponsored by the Obama campaign.

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Church Services and Sunday School (up to age 20); 10 - 11 AM

Informal Testimony Meeting, Wed 7:30 - 8:30 PM

24 Orinda Way www.christianscienceorinda.org

Visit our Reading Room and spiritual bookstore
across from the Orinda movie theater.

IHon Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda

~y 8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service

lr 9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service

925-254-3422 Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722 « www.oslc.net

Sunday mornings at OSLC:

Classic Worship, 8:15 am

Education Hour, 9:30-10:20 am

Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am
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St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.
Child care is available all year.

1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

] 1675-1689 School Street, Moraga
WIHOW www.willowspringchurch.org
(925) 376-3550
Sunday Service Times:
Prayer @ 8am, Traditional @ 9am,
Contemporary @ 10:30am

Spring
Church

Weekly Activities:
Wednesday Community Bible Study @ 10am
REVERB (youth) @ 7pm
Friday Night BLAST! Kids Club @ 6pm
Saturday Night Catalyst (Young Adults) @ 7:30pm






