Wednesday, February 18, 2009

Lamorinda Community

Calendar

Town Council  7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo

Wednesday, February 25

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, March 2
Design Review

Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, February 23

7:30pm

Park & Rec
Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, March 17

Liaison
Fire Station
1280 Moraga Way

Friday, March 13
Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.moragachamber.org

7:30pm

8:00am

Moraga Police Blotter will
be back March 4.

Please send
storyideas to
storydesk@
lamorinda
weekly.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga

Planning Commission
Discusses Palos Colorados

By Sophie Braccini

uring the February 2nd

meeting of the Planning
Commission, the Commissioners
had their plate stacked with a very
tall order: approving the Precise
Development Plan of the Palos Col-
orados project, a bite they decided
was too big to chew in one meeting.

During the discussion with
Lori Salamack, Moraga Planning
Director, the Commissioners
seemed surprised to realize that
some decisions had already been
made, during previous steps of the
process, that were now tying their
hands. In addition, a question was
raised regarding whether several
proposed secondary units could be
counted by the Town towards its af-
fordable housing requirement.
Moragans may recall that the issue
of affordable housing was a major
component of last fall’s debate be-
tween two competing land use ini-
tiatives.

The course that was em-
barked upon some 20 years ago
should be in its final phase leading
to the construction of 123 homes
and possibly 30 secondary units on
a piece of land being developed by
the Richfield Development Corpo-
ration. The Precise Development
Plan included the design plans of
seven units that would have been
approved if the Commission had
agreed to it, allowing future home-
owners to build these homes with-
out having to submit their project to
the Design Review Board.

The Commissioners were un-

certain of the magnitude of what
was being asked of them that night.
“What are we approving and not
approving tonight?’ asked Com-
missioner Allen Sayles.

Commissioner Lee Hays
questioned the size of the homes
that were included in the map,
“62% of the homes are over 5000
square feet and, as you enter the de-
velopment, eleven in a row have a
second floor,” he said, “we need
staff to compare this development
with the town’s design guidelines
before we make a decision.”

“We were asked to approve a
great deal in one meeting,” said
Margaret Goglia, Planning Com-
mission Chair, “there was not
enough information given by staff
for us to make an informed decision
at that time.”

The Commissioners were
particularly cautious having learned
that one of their previous decisions
had consequences that reached far-
ther than they had anticipated. Dur-
ing the discussions, Richfield
Development stated it had no obli-
gation to comply with the Build it
Green guidelines that the Town had
passed. The vesting tentative map
of the project had been approved
prior to the adoption of the guide-
lines, thereby grandfathering the
project.

Goglia said, “The fact that the
developer will not have to consider
the green building guidelines that
the town has adopted was a surprise
to us. ... continued on page 6

Moraga Council Recognizes St. Mary's 80th Anniversary

By Sophie Braccini

uring its February 12th

meeting, the Moraga Town
Council commended  Saint
Mary’s College on 80 years of
success and partnership, and rec-
ognized the contribution Saint
Mary’s College makes to the res-
idents of Moraga.

Brother Ronald Gallagher,
President of the College, received

Brother Ronald (center left) with the Moraga Town Council
(L to R): Mike Metcalf, Ken Chew, Dave Trotter, Karen Mendonca, Howard Harpham

the proclamation that highlights
the many contributions of the col-
lege to life in Moraga, Contra
Costa County and beyond.

Saint Mary’s  College
opened on its current site in 1928.
Originally, the Lasalian Liberal
Arts Institution was founded in
1863 in San Francisco.

Saint Mary’s is the largest

Photo Tim Farley

single employer in Moraga, re-
taining more than 1,000 full time
non-student employees. The Col-
lege brings more than 3,500 stu-
dents to Moraga every year, with
student purchasing power that
contributes more than $200,000
in local sales tax revenue which
goes directly to the Moraga gen-
eral fund.

Artificial Turf on Moraga’s Sports Fields?

By Sophie Braccini

Campolindo’s synthetic field, by FieldTurf

Moraga Parks and Recre-
ation Director Jay Ingram
invites the Moraga community to
an informational meeting on arti-
ficial turf on February 24th, at
6:30 p.m., at the Hacienda de las
Flores (2100 Donald Drive). If
the public expresses an interest,
the Town will engage in further

Photo Sophie Braccini

discussions with the Moraga
School District regarding the in-
stallation of artificial turf on
school grounds as well as in some
the of the Town’s parks.

“There are many arguments
in favor of such a solution,” ex-
plains Ingram, “once in place, the
surface requires less maintenance,

less water, no pesticides or herbi-
cides, and offers a surface that can
be used year round.” Ingram has
invited two potential suppliers and
Dave Humphrey, Acalanes Union
High School District Director of
Facilities and Construction, who
has direct experience with artifi-
cial turf, to answer any questions
the community might have.

“We have installed this type
of surface at Acalanes, Cam-
polindo, Las Lomas and Mira-
monte on their stadium athletic
fields,” explains Humphrey.
“These fields are in constant use,
year round from all the district
needs and outside groups. Main-
taining any field with such high
usage is a challenge,” he says. The
school fields were set between
2002 and 2005, and according to
Humpbhrey, “the fields continue to
perform very well; they met our
expectations and look great.”

... continued on page 6

New Ownership

= World Nails Salon

(formally Judy’s Nail Salon, Judy is still servicing customers)

f | FREE MANICURE
I With purchase of New Hawaiian
: Pedicure For $30

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-9997 or 9998
Tues — Sat: 10am -7pm ¢ Sun: 10am-6pm

DISCOUNT RATES

without discount service.

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

www.mikeisthere.com, Bus: 925-376-2244
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
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ELENA HOOD GROUP PROUDLY PRESENTS:

_.__NEW LISTING!

7 DICKENSON DRIVE,
MORAGA

Gorgeous traditional home, featured on
2003 Kitchen Tour. Completely updated
throughout 2294 sqft, 4Br, 2 Ba, .23ac. lot
& studio. Walking distance to outstanding
K-8 Moraga schools.

$1,250,000

228 CALLE LA MONTANA,

MORAGA
Sophisticated home in move-in condition
that backs to Lafayette Reservoir open
space. Over 1800 sqft, 3 Br, 2 Ba, indoor
laundry and 2 car garage on .36 ac lot with |
views. Easy access to BART.

$975,000
WWW.228 CALLELAMONTANA.COM

NEW LISTING! 100 WHITETHORNE DR.,

MORAGA
Spacious and updated home on a cul-de-sac.
Walking dist. to K-8 schools. 3054 sqft, 4
Br, 2.5 Ba, plus great office on a large level
.42 acre lot. Open floor plan with large
kitchen/family room combo.
$1,295,000
WWW.100WHITETHORNEDR.COM

——
"GORGEOUS!

86 SANDERS RANCH RD,,
MORAGA
Fabulous resort-like back yard featured on
the 2008 Lamorinda Garden Tour. Over
3400 sqft, 5 Br, 3.5 Ba, on a .75 acre lot.
Completely updated with heated floors.
$1,950,000
WWW.86SANDERSRANCHRD.COM

AR

-, Want to know todays home values?...
Call us for a complimentary staging and market evaluation!

ORINDA - MORAGA - LAFAYETTE

 ELENA HOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP
(925)254-3030 WWW.ORINDA.COM

“l love my church because it challenges me to
translate my relationship with God into settling for
nothing less than excellence in every area of my
life...as a father, as a husband, and as a
professional in the workplace.”

-Sam Austin, Member

Willow Spring Church

Voted “Best Place to Worship” in Moraga
-The U.S. Local Business Association

Upcoming Sunday Mornings At WSC
February 22nd:

“The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Christians, Habit 5”

Willow Spring Church
1675-1689 School Street
Moraga, CA 94556
www.willowspringchurch.org
(925) 376-3550

Sunday Service Times:
Prayer.....ccccoeeeeeennens 8:00am
Traditional............... 9:00am
Contemporary........ 10:30am
Weekly Activities Include:

Wednesday:
Community Bible Study....10am

3/1: “The 7 Habits Series”, Habit 6
3/8: “The 7 Habits Series”, Habit 7

"If you can speak...
You are one of the most
powertul people in the world!"
-Pastor Brad, GodThoughtsWired!, 1/13/09*

REVERB (youth)................ 7pm
Friday Night:
BLAST! Kids Club.............. 6pm

Saturday Night:
Catalyst(Young Adults)..7:30pm

v &

i- Now Enrolling!

iMoraga Bright Beginnings

| Christian Pre-School

Lynne Connors, Director
(925) 376-2600

“Before coming to Willow Spring Church |
was a ‘stay-at-home’, but now | have new
friends, an increased prayer life, and am
studying and sharing the Bible with others! ”

-Rose Brandt, Member

Willow Spring Church is an evangelical, non-denominational, Bible-Driven church with a vision to:

“Work with God to build effective people

who are inspired to excellence and committed to others.”

*Willow Spring Church is the home of the Internationally recognized “GodThoughts” Ministry serving
more than 10,000 people daily in over 100 countries around the world.

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

-Synthetic Turf Information meeting,

2/24, 6:30pm, Hacienda
-Mother/Son Dinner Dance 3/20
-Summer Camp information NOW available
-International Crepes, 2/24
-Asian Stir-Fries, 3/11






