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Orindans Come Out in Support of the Wagner Ranch Nature Center, Again

By Andrea A Firth
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The StH grade Cul:; Scout De;1 7 (Sé

nior Webelos), Pack 212 from Wagner Ranch Elementary School recently completed our conservation project of

building Mason Bee nesting boxes around the Wagner Ranch Nature Area in an effort to help reverse the decline of the bee population.
Pictured are the Cub Scouts along with naturalist Toris Jaeger and Friends of Wagner Ranch Nature Area president Steve Gentry.

t was déja vu at the Orinda

Union School District (OUSD)
Governing Board meeting on Mon-
day, March 9.

Over twenty individuals, in-
cluding parents, teachers and stu-
dents, addressed the Board over the
course of almost an hour of public
comment to express their avid sup-
port for the outdoor environmental
education program at the Wagner
Ranch Nature Center and their dis-
may that that the District Naturalist
position is among one of the top
budget reductions slated for the
next school year.

Atthe previous regular Board
meeting held in early February,
over 25 individuals had addressed
the Board strongly encouraging
them to reconsider the placement of

the Naturalist position so high on
the cut list.

Several parents passionately
expressed the profound impact the
Nature Center experience had on
their children. One father, who took
time off work to attend the meeting,
eloquently described the sense of
inquiry, wonderment, and inspira-
tion about science, nature, and the
outdoors that the environmental ed-
ucation program had instilled in his
child.

Support for the program was
paralleled by the support for
OUSD’s longtime and well-loved
District Naturalist, Toris Jeager.

“She is environmental educa-
tion in Orinda,” stated one parent.

An environmental science
teacher from Miramonte High

School expressed her amazement at
the number of her high school stu-
dents who shared stories about the
Nature Center program and Jeager.
And a few Orinda natives recalled
their own positive memories of
going to the Nature Center and
being taught by Jaeger and ex-
pressed their desire to have the same
experience for their own children.

Parent Christy Blackie-Tay-
lor also presented the Board with a
plan to generate funds to help sup-
port the Nature Center.

When the votes were
counted, however, the Naturalist
position remained on the A-list for
OUSD budget reductions, and con-
tinuing the Nature Center environ-
mental education program as
currently delivered remained in

jeopardy.

In following up with OUSD
Board President Riki Sorenson after
the meeting, she noted that the Dis-
trict’s Leadership Team (comprised
of the Superintendent, Curriculum
Director, and principals) and staff
prioritized three areas for reduction
in the budgeting process — comput-
ers, libraries and the environmental
education program.

“The Board is committed to
keeping libraries open, computers
working, and the Nature Center
open to students,” stated Sorenson.
“How we will do that is not yet
known, but we have to make some
changes. We are going to continue
to look at all three programs to see
how we can deliver them more
cost-effectively.”
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MVPC Nurtury Preschool

A Christiah Play-Based Preschool in Moraga

The Nurtury provides students with a fun-filled and
enriching prograt that addresses a Child’s soCial,
emotional, physical, cognitive and spiritual development.

e Hours of operation 9:00am- 12:00pm, M-F

e Programs available for 2- 5 year olds

e [Low student /teaCher ratio

e Trained and dedicated Staff

e A connected parent community with

mahy parent ed. opportunities

o After sChool enriChment Classes

(Spanish, Science, Math, Tumble & Dance)

e LLunch Bunch until 2:00pm or 3:00pt, W-F

for toilet trained Children
Please visit our website for more information

www.mvpctoday.org/nurtury
or Call for a tour (925) 376-4800 ext. 248

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

"

Play-Time - Walks -F
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References
L 15 Years Experience
Lamorinda

J'f' | Linda Kucma
(925) 746-4649

“restrictions apply

In Other News...
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A theater full of lucky elementary school students was treated to a special morning performance of Campolindo

High School's Beauty and the Beast on Monday. Julie Rudolph's 5th grade class from Los Perales is pictured with
performers Jackson Bengtsson (Beast), Hillary Foss (Belle), Ben Rudolph (Gaston), John Cogswell (LeFou) and

Bronwyn Warzeniak (Madame de la Grande Bouche). Remaining performances are sold out.
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Springhill Elementary 5th graders rehearse Willy Wonka, Jr.
Pictured are Mimi White, Lia White and Gabe Guthrie

4th Annual OIS “World Premiere” Concert

he instrumental music

students of Orinda Inter-
mediate School (OIS) under
the direction of Mr. Greg
Mazmanian will be perform-
ing pieces they have com-
posed themselves at the 4th
annual "World Premiere"
Concert at 7 p.m. on Friday,
March 20 in the OIS multi-
purpose hall (80 Ivy Drive in
Orinda). Admission is free!
In the photo, musicians re-
hearse their original composi-
tion (from left to right):
Colleen McCullough, Claire
Restrepo, Heidi Maupin and
Katherine Wollffe.
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A Great Entertainer in Happy Valley!

living.

1050 Upper Happy Valley Road, Lafayelte
LBediooms 4 Y% Baths 3,500 Squane Feet
Fabail ous remodeled home in a beautifal, half-acre creckside
setting- Walls of glass in all the living areas open ool to the large
level and private yard plus redesigned pool and spa with waterfall.
It's the perfect home for great enteraining and indoor/cotdoor
Offered a1 1 838 O,

patriciabattersby.com

4y ACre Gorgeouws Private Level Yaod & Pool

Patricia & Ashley Batorsbsy
GIh-253-2526
phitpalrdatatiersiy o
ashlop@pairiclabatterstycom

HOUSE,
APRIL 15,
7-9PM

CALL TODAY
FOR A PERSONAL
TOUR

RICH ACADEMICS - INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT

Summer program available

19 Altarinda Rd., Orinda, CA 94563 - 925.254.7553

* www.orindaacademy.org





