
“They’re just like people,

they get out of whack,”

said owner/trainer of “Trouble”

Leesha Davis.  “He just didn’t want

to move – I could feel his shoulder

just wasn’t right.”  Six-year old

American Paint horse Trouble was

a bit out of whack.  Hopefully

equine chiropractor Dr. Christopher

Tucker can set him straight.

On a recent sunny morning,

Tucker, a Lafayette chiropractor

who usually works on humans,

made a stable-call to get Trouble

back in alignment.  Because this

was his initial visit, he wanted to

keep it simple and build some rap-

port with the horse.  Trouble’s neck,

shoulders/withers, spine and

sacrum – posterior to the right -

were adjusted during the course of

his visit.  Armed with carrots,

blocks to stand on and no fear of

this four-legged fellow, Tucker

noted they are fairly similar to hu-

mans; although obviously more

pressure is needed to tweak a 1,200

pound horse than a human patient.

... continued on page 11
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Saint Mary’s Cuts Faculty, Staff, Programs
By Jennifer Wake

Colleges and universities across

the country have been

squeezed by the recent economic

downturn, and are being forced to

makes some tough decisions. Saint

Mary’s College is no exception, with

its president, Brother Ronald Gal-

lagher, FSC, recently announcing

cuts to faculty, staff, and a few cam-

pus programs.  

In a March 20 letter he wrote

to the campus community, Gal-

lagher stated that two departments,

Saint Mary’s Architectural Services,

and the Committee for Lectures,

Arts and Music (CLAM) will be

closed effective April 1.  In addition,

the college has halted employer con-

tributions to its defined retirement

plans, has frozen its employer con-

tribution for health insurance, and

laid off 19 of 61 adjunct faculty to

date with 12 staff members slated to

lose their jobs between April 1 and

June 30.  

“The most difficult and at

times painful work of the past few

weeks has been identifying the re-

ductions in the faculty and staff

salary pools ($750,000 and $1.5 mil-

lion respectively),” Gallagher wrote.

“Reducing or ending the employ-

ment of valued members of our

community literally puts a human

face on the economic challenges we

confront.”

The college also eliminated 13

currently vacant staff positions, and

cut hours of 27 other staff members.  

“The women in the business

office have cut back their hours, but

they had a choice of how to do it,”

said one SMC staff member who

will be working two months less

each year following the cuts.  “One

person I know of is taking Fridays

off. Another is only working until 3

p.m.  I needed to give up two

months somewhere, if not all in

summer, then somewhere else.”

The cuts were just one of

many budget-saving changes Saint

Mary’s has implemented this year

after the college saw a 26.4 percent

decrease in its endowment – which

dropped from $151.8 million as of

June 30, 2008 to $111.7 million as

of Nov. 30, 2008 – as well as a pro-

jected decrease in enrollment for the

coming years.  

Over the past two months, the

college has held open meetings to

discuss the budget challenges it

faces and it is preparing contingency

plans in the event that changes in

market conditions veer away from

the college’s “baseline planning as-

sumptions.”

“We seem to receive almost

daily reminders of the dynamism of

our economic environment through

gyrations in markets, state budget

uncertainties or announcements of

new levels of financial adjustments

by other esteemed institutions of

higher education,” Gallagher wrote. 

In addition to cuts at Saint

Mary’s, Stanford University recently

announced $100 million in cuts

from its general fund budget after its

$17.2 billion endowment shrunk as

much as 30 percent since the 2008

fiscal year end.  UC Berkeley last

week held a town hall meeting to

discuss ways to balance its budget,

which has a projected deficit ap-

proaching $70 million for the next

fiscal year.

Horse Chiropractor Makes Ranch Calls
By Cathy Tyson

Dr. Christopher Tucker works on Trouble at KNV Stables with owner/trainer Leesha Davis Photo Cathy Tyson
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