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By Andrea A. Firth
Doing good works and having a good

time in the process are two of the key

elements to the success and longevity of

the Orinda Rotary Club. 

On March 18th, 2009, sixty years

to the day from the date the Club estab-

lished its charter in 1949, Orinda’s Ro-

tarians celebrated...

Read on page 4

Orinda Rotary Celebrates 60 Years
By Jennifer Wake
Colleges and universities across the

country have been squeezed by the re-

cent economic downturn, and are being

forced to makes some tough decisions.

Saint Mary’s College is no exception,

with its president, Brother Ronald Gal-

lagher, FSC, recently announcing cuts

to faculty, staff, and a few ... 

Read on page 5
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Classic Americana: Reenactment of  50-year Old Prank
By  Linda U. Foley

Nostalgia and great weather brought several hun-

dred alums and current students together on the

Chapel lawn at Saint Mary's on March 25. The guest

of honor—a phone booth. The buzz? The 50-year

commemoration of the phone booth-stuffing which

created national exposure. Free-lancing Bay Area pho-

tographer Joe Munroe immortalized the 22 contorted

but happy Gaels for LIFE Magazine who later in-

cluded it in its collection of 100 greatest pictures.  

Munroe and his artist wife Virginia—who still

live in Orinda—enjoyed the festivities as much as

some of the men he had caught on film: director of the

Integral Program Ted Tsukahara, the original man in

the booth; Ray Motta seen in the middle of the pile;

and Ronald and Don Diritos whose faces are clearly

visible at the bottom of the booth.

Some others enjoying memory exchanges and

fun at hand, were '59, ’60 and '61 alums: Denis Kelly,

Richard Giambastini, Jim Neylan, Larry Coleman,

Lou Meyer, Joe Barry, Francisco Lopes, Cole Buxton

and Thomas Uniack. Vice Provost Francis Sweeney

and Robert Solari ’88 were recalling their experience

in the first “co-ed” stuffing—one booth per gender—

at the Silver restaging of the famous event in 1984.

Senior Amber Oosman, student body alumni

president, had no trouble getting volunteers for this

novel stunt particularly since most students probably

never had prior hands-on dealings with a phone booth.

On the other hand, during mid-terms, this was a great

way to let off steam and regroup.

Photo Doug Kohen

Proper Pricing Key 
Factor in Quicker Home Sales
By Jennifer Wake

In Lamorinda, the average time a home

stays on the market is 46 days – 50 per-

cent higher than what some local realtors are

used to seeing, but still a short period of time

compared to other Bay Area cities.

But which houses are selling?

Kurt Piper, Real Estate Broker/Asso-

ciate Partner at Village Associates in Orinda,

says most of the sales activity he sees is for

homes priced between $700,000 and $1 mil-

lion.  “It all comes down to price.”  

“If a property is priced to reflect the

current market conditions, these homes can

sell within 10 days of coming to the multi-

ple listing service (MLS),” he says.  “Homes

that are overpriced are receiving one or more

price reductions before they go pending.”

Some, Piper says, are just not selling.

Orinda Prudential California Realty

agent John Fazel, who collects data for the

Lamorinda Real Estate Networking Group,

says that while 50 percent of Lamorinda

homes sell within the first month, homes can

stay on the market for 75 days or longer if

they’re not priced right.

“It’s almost a given; for a house to be

sold, it has to be staged,” Fazel says.  “Peo-

ple who are reluctant to set up their house

nicely, are setting up to sell at a discount.”

Jim Colhoun, a top real estate agent

from Prudential California Realty’s

Lafayette office, sees dozens of price reduc-

tions every week.  “This is the time of year

we typically get the bulk of our listings,” he

says.  “I’m seeing a number of homes that

were on the market last year coming back at

a reduced price.”  

Colhoun says confidence in the finan-

cial markets and in job security is affecting

sales. ... continued on page 12

... continued on page 7

Morinda and MOFD Meet
The Tri-Agency Funding Discussion Continues
By Andrea A. Firth

The Tri-Agency Funding

Discussion Committee,

consisting of Council Members

from Moraga and Orinda and two

Board Members from the Mor-

aga-Orinda Fire District

(MOFD), has tentatively con-

cluded their fact-finding mission.

After meeting for almost three

hours last week and listening and

responding to a second lengthy,

detailed report from MOFD

Chief Pete Nowicki, the Commit-

tee members will report back to

their respective Councils and

Board before further meetings, if

any, are planned. The Tri-Agency

Committee was formed to evalu-

ate the MOFD’s property tax al-

location following the

recommendation of Orinda’s

Revenue Enhancement Task

Force (RETF).

At the start of the meeting,

Nowicki reflected on the forma-

tion of the MOFD. Noting that in

1997 he was part of the Moraga

Fire District, Nowicki recalled

that something unique happened

on the day the MOFD was

formed. Resources were immedi-

ately redistributed; an ambulance,

people, and inventory were

moved; and a single District was

created. “There is no more they

or us. There is no boundary, no

lines of demarcation. We are one

District and we respond as one,”

stated Nowicki.

... continued on page 7
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Being an eco-warrior is not easy.

Lafayette Girl scout troop

32959 has worked for more than a

year learning about environmental

challenges, identifying and taking

specific actions to make a positive

difference and finally telling others

about ways to impact climate

change, said Ann Johnston, their

troop leader.  

These fifth grade girls co-

hosted, “Global Climate Change:

Kids Making a Difference” recently

with Sustainable Lafayette as the

final “telling others” segment of

their task.   These empowered

young ladies made a point of in-

forming the approximately 150 at-

tendees gathered at Our Savior

Lutheran Church of specific envi-

ronmental actions they are taking. 

“Everyone here has the

power to change the world – so

let’s begin,” said one Girl Scout,

kicking off the event.  Next up

were presenters Doug Grandt and

Paul Valva from Al Gore’s na-

tional organization, The Climate

Project.

... continued on page 14

Bentley Grand Theft 3/20/09 Lafayette

Police were called to The Bentley

School when a teacher discovered a

missing wallet and laptop.  While the

officer was there, another teacher re-

ported a missing laptop.  Video sur-

veillance caught a black male entering

an open rear classroom door and exit-

ing with an unknown object under his

white hoodie sweatshirt.  The unknown

suspect proceeded to display his climb-

ing prowess by easily scaling a retain-

ing wall before disappearing into a

wooded area. 

Missing License Plate and No Pre-

scription 3/20/09 Lafayette Police

pulled the suspect over on Pleasant Hill

Road near Mt. Diablo Boulevard for a

missing front license plate.  The sus-

pect submitted to a vehicle search and

police found three pills in the trunk.  It

was determined that the suspect was in

possession of Methadone without a

prescription.  The suspect was trans-

ported to and booked at the Martinez

Detention Facility.  The lesson here is

to make sure you have front and rear

plates when transporting narcotics.

Fist Fight 3/20/09  Lafayette Police

were called to the East Bay Regional

Park Trail near the water tower off

School Street.  It was an outside assist

call for East Bay Regional Parks Po-

lice.  Two 18-year-old Acalanes stu-

dents had engaged in a consensual

boxing match that left one of the young

men unconscious.  Witnesses reported

that one boy punched the other in the

face two to three times with a closed

fist.  The punches knocked the boy out

and he fell to the ground, hitting his

head on the pavement.  He went into a

seizure and remained unconscious for

about 30 seconds.  Witnesses called

911 and carried the injured boy to the

street to wait for the ambulance.  First,

we hope the young man will recover

completely.  Second, we wonder what

on Earth they were thinking.  Third –

please see first and second again.
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Lamorinda Community Calendar, Notes, News Lafayette
City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

City of Lafayette:

http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Senior Services 3:30pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, April 23

Tuesday, April 7

Monday, April 13

Calendar

Thursday, April 2
Thursday, April 16

jtÜx Wxá|zÇá
Y|Çx ]xãxÄÜç á|Çvx DLJJ

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 5/15/09.
Usually installed while you wait. 

W/coupon. Restrictions apply.“The Forge”  

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040036  02/04

D I S C O U N T  R AT E S
without discount service.

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
Mike Rosa, Agent

Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive
www.mikeisthere.com
Bus: 925-376-2244

Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga
www.mikeisthere.com, Bus: 925-376-2244

Lose 15 to 60 pounds in 12 weeks!
Physician-Supervised Weight Loss • Dietary Guidance

Safe and Effective Medication • Long Term Weight Management

925-287-8777 •  www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Walnut Creek
710 S. Broadway, Suite 110

San Ramon
2333 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Suite 175

Jumpstart  Your Weight Loss

Public Invited to Downtown Strategy Forum
By Cathy Tyson

Residents wanting to learn

more or offer comments

on the Downtown Strategy and

Specific Plan are invited to a

joint meeting of all involved de-

partments and committees for a

discussion of the main issues.

This will be the first time that

the City Council, the Advisory

Committee, the Environmental

Task Force and the Planning,

Design Review, Circulation and

Parts, Trails, and Recreation

Commissions have gotten to-

gether to offer their recommen-

dations, now that their respec-

tive reviews are complete.

Arriving at a final draft

plan that can be forwarded to

the environmental review phase

of the process is the goal of this

forum.  A short presentation by

consultant, Wallace Roberts &

Todd will kick off the evening.  

The meeting is scheduled

for Monday, April 13 at 5:00

p.m. at the Lafayette Commu-

nity Center, 500 St. Mary’s

Road.  For more information,

contact Ann Merideth, Commu-

nity Development Director at

amerideth@lovelafayette.org.

To learn more, read the execu-

tive summary, examine the cur-

rent draft of the Downtown

Strategy and Specific Plan,

check out comments from vari-

ous commissions and commit-

tees and more, go to

www.lovelafayette.org and

scroll down to Downtown Strat-

egy News.

Senior Needs Survey Given the
Green Light
By Cathy Tyson

The Lafayette Senior Needs

Assessment Task Force is

happy to announce that they have

received the go-ahead funds from

the City Council to cover the cost of

a senior needs survey, although

there’s a small catch.  Part of the

agreement was that the task force

will raise enough funds to con-

tribute at least one-third of the full

$29,750 research cost.  

According to the Task Force,

a well designed and professionally

executed survey is critical providing

the city with solid reliable data.

This data will help the city to estab-

lish strategic priorities in prepara-

tion for the expected tremendous

growth of an older age population

and to make the city a viable candi-

date for future outside grants.  “I

would be thrilled if we can raise the

full amount of $29,750 to reimburse

the City’s General Fund.” said Ruth

McCahan, Chair of the Task Force.

As part of the research

process, there will be two commu-

nity workshops, hosted by the

Lafayette Senior Liaison Commit-

tee, that are planned for not only the

participation of older residents but

also concerned families, organiza-

tions who serve seniors and com-

munity leaders.  Input gathered

from the workshops will assist the

consultant, B.W. Research in de-

signing the phone survey which will

take place sometime in May. The

dual workshops will be held on one

day – Tuesday April 28th at 2:00 –

3:30 p.m. and 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. at

Temple Isaiah, 3800 Mt. Diablo

Blvd (off Risa Road) in Lafayette. 

“We want to hear from seniors

- what they need to live happy, safe

and interesting lives, what their

opinions and hot button issues are,”

said McCahan.  Input gathered from

the workshops will assist the con-

sultant, B.W. Research, in designing

a phone survey.  They will provide

the Task Force with at least 400

completed interviews of Lafayette

residents that are 55 years and older.

Senior Services Coordinator Mei

Sun Li, encourages  those receiving

the survey phone calls to be patient

and not hang up on interviewers

since direct input from everyone

contacted is important to the future

well being of all generations and not

only to older residents.    

Why now?   McCahan said

that they wanted to parallel the

Downtown Strategy planning effort.

As the city looks to provide a frame-

work for future growth, taking into

account the needs of seniors is vital.

The “Rapturous Fiddling with

Mark Shaw” concert on Friday,

June 5 will be one of the fundraisers

for the Senior Needs Assessment

Project.  The afternoon 1:30 – 2:30

p.m. event at the Lafayette Com-

munity Center will not only feature

“Hot Club” music of the ‘30’s and

Irish countryside tunes but also raf-

fle prizes and light refreshments do-

nated by Aegis of Moraga.  For

more information on the concert or

to register for the community work-

shops call Lafayette Senior Services

at 284-5050 or reach them via e-

mail at seniors@lovelafayette.org. 

Lafayette Downtown Specific Plan
January 2009
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New Parks
Conceptual rendering of a new “Town Green” in the Shield Block.

Enhanced Parking, Bicycle, and Pedestrian Facilities
Proposed Mt Diablo Boulevard street improvements.

New Housing Near BART
Conceptual example of infill housing near BART.

Mt Diablo Boulevard Beautification 

Conceptual rendering of Mt Diablo Boulevard improvements on the East End.
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Graphic courtesy City of Lafayette website

Girl Scouts Making a Difference
By Cathy Tyson

From left: Members of Girl Scout troop 32959 and Eco-Warriors Camille
Roth, Jessica Hennies, Anneli Svensen-Dillon, Helen Coleman, Riley Win-
quist, Emma Anderson, Sarah Taketa and Shea King         Photo provided

NEIGHBORS 
HELPING

NEIGHBORS
HELPING NEIGHBORS...

www.lafayettechamber.org 

(925) 339-1918
danagreen@rockcliff.com

DanaGreenTeam.com

Fabulous Opportunity in Happy Valley!

3904 South Peardale Drive
Updated Traditional Charmer in Lafayette

2600 +/- Square Foot 4BD/3BA w/ wonderful 
living space. Landscaped .36 property 

great for indoor/outdoor living!

Offered at $1,450,000

Lic. 01482454
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Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.moragachamber.org

Calendar

Liaison 8:00am
Fire Station

1280 Moraga Way

Town Council 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School

1010 Camino Pablo

Wednesday, April 8

Wednesday, April 22

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room

2100 Donald Drive

Monday, April 6

Design Review 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room

2100 Donald Drive

Monday, April 13

Park & Rec 7:30pm
Hacienda, Mosaic Room

2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, April 21

Friday, April 10

Possession of pot 3/20/09  Three 18-

year-olds were contacted in the East

Bay Regional Park staging area after

closing time.  Officers found marijuana

in the center console of the car which

happened to be registered to the dri-

ver’s parents.   In case of “dry mouth”

they had a plastic bottle partially full of

Arizona iced tea mixed with alcohol

behind the driver’s seat - clearly think-

ing ahead.  The alcohol was pho-

tographed and disposed of.  Driver was

cited for possession of marijuana and

an open container of alcohol.  

Handicap parking 3/19/09  Officers no-

ticed a Buick Le Saber parked in a

handicap stall that faces Safeway - it

had a disabled placard hanging from

the rear-view mirror.  Officers stopped

the vehicle as it left the parking lot.

The driver told officers that the owner

of the placard was a family member

who had recently passed away and she

didn’t know that she could not use the

placard.  Surely the officer was filing

this under lame excuse of the day.  She

was issued a citation and the placard

was confiscated.

Possession of marijuana 3/14/09 A sus-

picious vehicle was reported at the rear

delivery area of the Home Goods store

in Rheem.  A couple was in the car and

gave their permission for the vehicle to

be searched; the female advised offi-

cers that she had marijuana in her pants

pocket.  She was sited for possession.

Great location for a romantic date,

maybe the pot made it seem like Paris?

Fight on campus, 3/14/09  Officers

contacted a male student at 1:00 a.m.

in the Claeys parking lot on a report

that he was causing a disturbance and

appeared incoherent.  The subject

said he was in a fight with six other

male students, although the alleged

opponents (presumed to be intelli-

gent college students) had wisely

scattered by the time the cops came.

Our erstwhile intoxicated student

was unable to identify any of the sub-

jects and didn’t want to prosecute.  A

friend offered to escort him back to

his dorm room to sleep it off.

Lamorinda Community Moraga

Download 
“Your” story

from 
www.

lamorinda
weekly.com

The Right Lender to KnowTM

Gordon Steele

Moraga

Mortage Bank since 1985
Want to know more?  Call me.

925-627-7109

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele
003810

Meet Mike Segrest, 
Moraga’s New Town Manager
By Sophie Braccini

Mike Segrest, Moraga’s new

Town Manager, has the face

and experience of a seasoned sailor.

If sailing is a metaphor for life, Seg-

rest has helped captain the helm of

several town governments as well as

skippering his own boat in the

Caribbean.   Through both calm and

turbulent waters, Segrest brings an

impressive list of accomplishments

to the Town of Moraga.  The chal-

lenges in our fair town are a contest

for any captain, and how Segrest will

maneuver through our own sea of

opportunities remains to be seen. 

Segrest started his career as a

landscape architect and town planner

in Austin, Texas.  Working in Austin,

Segrest gained valuable experience

working on open space development

projects such as Town Lake, a large

body of water surrounded by public

parks and recreation facilities.  Later,

he moved to Boulder Colorado

where, as the Town’s Parks and

Recreation Director, he developed

and managed a number of local

recreation projects.  His success in

managing Parks and Recreation ulti-

mately led him to the role of Boul-

der’s Assistant Town Manager.  As

the Director of Community Services

in Lakewood Colorado, Segrest par-

ticipated in a number of high profile

development projects including a

new community golf course.  Feel-

ing the pull of the sea, he took a two-

year sabbatical to sail the Caribbean

Islands with his wife, Debbie.  He re-

turned to Colorado as the Town

Manager of Snowmass Village, a

small ski resort that was suffering

from chronic deficits and a commu-

nity development plan that had been

on the drawing board for twenty

years.  “The challenge at Snowmass

was to create a consensus that would

work for the town, the developer and

the public,” recalls Segrest.

A town manager has to work

with people and organizations that

see things from many different per-

spectives.  “It is more interesting to

deal with different opinions,” he

says, that’s how creative solutions

emerge.”  At Snowmass, it took

work, negotiations and a referendum

to finally approve the mixed-use de-

velopment that Segrest was hired to

bring to fruition. Part of the challenge

was getting local residents on board.

“With any change comes a certain

degree of uncertainty,” admits Seg-

rest, “some are afraid to lose their

quality of life; the issues of traffic

impact, esthetics always come to the

forefront.”  Segrest sees his role as

bridging the gap between what the

community can embrace and what

the developers find interesting.  For

example, he believes that affordable

housing in Moraga is a necessity to

conform to our State mandate, but

that the quality and the appropriate-

ness of the location are key to prop-

erly integrating it into the fabric of

the town.  

“The economic situation

we’re in has one positive aspect,”

says Segrest about Moraga’s state of

affairs, “a down-turn is a good time

to plan and get ready for when the

cycle starts again.”

... continued on page 6

Palos Colorados Precise Development Plan Approved, But…
By Sophie Braccini

The joint meeting between the

Planning Commission and

the Design Review Board on

March 16 made definite progress

in getting the Palos Colorados de-

velopment project where it wants

to go, meaning, off the ground of

the property located east of Mor-

aga Road and south of Sky Hy

Drive.   The Precise Development

Plan (PDP) was approved by the

Planning Commission after a long

discussion where all participants

made a conscious effort to find

common ground.  The plan ap-

proves plans for semi-custom

homes and design guidelines for

the property owners who may

want to build totally custom

homes.  However, on March 25,

the Planning Commission’s deci-

sion was appealed by a Council

Member and the Town Council

will review the issue at its April 8

meeting.

The main issues that had

stopped the Commission and the

Design Review Board from adopt-

ing the plan during previous ses-

sions were the lack of written

commitment from the developer

to apply green guidelines to the

project and the size of some semi-

custom homes that exceeded 6000

sq ft, not including the garage, that

were found excessive for lots that

often barely exceed ½ acre.  

During the March 16 meet-

ing, it was clear that both staff and

developer were eager to reach a so-

lution.  At a previous Town Coun-

cil meeting, Moraga Mayor Dave

Trotter had clearly formulated his

desire to see the matter resolved, so

the Planning Commission could

concentrate on other issues, such as

the Specific Plan.

... continued on page 12

Moraga Appoints a 
Revenue Enhancement Committee
By Sophie Braccini  

Amuch anticipated Revenue En-

hancement Committee was

approved by the Moraga Town

Council on March 26.  Only three

Council Members were present; the

two newest members, Karen Men-

donca and Howard Harpham, were

away in training.  The mission of the

Committee is to recommend to the

Town Council potential strategies

for enhancing existing, and creating

new, revenues sources for the Gen-

eral Fund and special-purpose

needs. 

Back in February, the Town

Council authorized the formation of

a Revenue Enhancement commit-

tee, and appointed Mayor Dave

Trotter and Council Member Mike

Metcalf to serve on that committee.

The two men worked on a charter

document and the list of people they

felt were suitable to sit on the com-

mittee. 

At the Council meeting, Vice-

Mayor Chew asked why other

Council Members had not been

asked to propose names and why no

announcement for recruitment was

made to the public.  At this time it

appears that one seat is still vacant

for a member of the Chamber of

Commerce and one for the general

public.

Trotter and Metcalf wrote the

charter and selected the members

according to a series of criteria.

“Among other things, we were look-

ing for people with a broad cross-

section of prior and current

experience, as community volun-

teers and/or elected officials, with

the Town, the MOFD and the Mor-

aga schools,” said Mayor Trotter, we

were also looking for people with

specific skills and expertise in fi-

nancial and accounting matters, cor-

porate and municipal finance, and

public communications.  These cri-

teria guided the selection process.”

Each town and city has differ-

ent processes to set up such commit-

tees.  For example, in Orinda,

according to Mayor Sue Severson,

the Charter of the Revenue En-

hancement Task Force was written

by the entire City Council, all Orinda

community members were eligible

to apply, and a description of the

committee was posted publicly, in

many ways, for several weeks. 

The selected individuals in

Moraga are: Trish Bare, who has a

long record of community service

in Moraga focusing on education

and improving local schools; a  for-

mer attorney, Bare served for many

years on the board of directors of

the Moraga Education Foundation

(MEF). ... continued on page 6
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(925)254-3030      www.Orinda.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

ELENA HOOD

Great Homes for the Spring Market!

Want to know todays home values?...
Worried about becoming “Short”?

Call us for a confidential current market evaluation!  

86 Sanders R anch Rd., 

Moraga

Fabulous resort-like back yard featured on 

the 2008 Lamorinda Garden Tour.  Over 

3400 sqft, 5 Br, 3.5 Ba, on a .75 acre lot.  

Completely updated with heated f loors.

$1,875,000

w w w.86SandersR anchR d.com

9 Sanders Ranch Rd.,

Moraga

Beautiful traditional home in great gated 

community.  4Br, 3.5 Ba, 3 car garage on 

.31 ac.  Many improvements and walking 

distance to K-8 Moraga schools.

$1,375,000

w w w.9SandersR anchR d.com

315 Birchwood Dr., 

Moraga

Views of Mt. Diablo!

Lots of potential!  Great f loorplan, 

2243 sqft, 4 Br, 2 Ba, needs some TLC.  

Fabulous .36 ac. lot with pool, play areas & 

views of Mt. Diablo.

$950,000

w w w.315BirchwoodDr.com

New Listin
g!

7 Dickenson Drive, 

Moraga

Gorgeous traditional home, featured on 

2003 Kitchen Tour.  Completely updated 

throughout 2294 sqft, 4Br, 2 Ba, .23ac. lot 

& studio. Walking distance to outstanding 

K-8 Moraga schools.

$1,125,000

w w w.7DickensonDr.com

You’ve seen the ads...
You’ve read the quotes...

This Easter Sunday, come see why
Willow Spring Church was voted

“Best Place to Worship” in Moraga!

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Sign up for “Camp Hacienda”  Moraga’s first  Summer
day camp.  Come for an entire day or  ½ day.  

Camp starts June 17 and goes every weekday until
August 14.  Sign up early as space will be limited.

Look for details in our Summer Activity Guide.



“The citizens of Orinda

have spoken on at least

two occasions clearly stating that

they were dissatisfied with the level

of service from ConFire,” stated

Council Member Steve Glazer at

the March 17th meeting of Orinda’s

City Council. Glazer was respond-

ing to the draft Municipal Service

Review (MSR) recently issued by

the Local Agency Formation Com-

mission (LAFCO), which included

a suggestion that the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District (MOFD)

should be annexed to ConFire.

After refusing an earlier suggestion

to merge with ConFire [in 1994]

and subsequently voting to form the

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

(MOFD) [in 1997], Glazer noted

that Orinda residents had clearly

shown that annexation was not an

acceptable solution for the City.

Council Member Victoria Smith

concurred and added that Orinda’s

history and position on this issue

needed to be communicated to

LAFCO.

In response, Orinda City

Council voted unanimously to write

to LAFCO recommending that the

suggestion of annexation to Con-

Fire be rejected. The Council also

requested that LAFCO make no

final decisions based on the MSR

until the Tri-Agency Funding Dis-

cussion Committee, consisting of

elected officials from Orinda, Mor-

aga, and the MOFD, had completed

their fact-finding process. 

Doing good works and having

a good time in the process are

two of the key elements to the suc-

cess and longevity of the Orinda

Rotary Club. 

On March 18th, 2009, sixty

years to the day from the date the

Club established its charter in 1949,

Orinda’s Rotarians celebrated the

six-decade anniversary with a

champagne toast and an enormous

red, white, and blue sheet cake. The

Club’s weekly lunch meeting

started with the customary ac-

knowledgement of birthdays and

anniversaries among the members,

as the Club’s Sergeant of Arms,

Tony Sloane, roamed the Commu-

nity Center meeting room to collect

the “fines” (a.k.a. contributions) the

Rotarians are required to pay for

their good fortune. President Mar-

shall Johnson’s quick wit and

Sloane’s quips had both the payers

and the audience laughing as the

money exchanged hands. 

Pete Giers then served as the

Club historian for the day and coor-

dinated a presentation of photos of

the Rotarians in action through the

years. 

First up was Peirce McKee

who shared some colorful history of

the Club’s fourth President,

Leighton MacGregor, a contractor

turned liquor store chain owner,

who was shown dressed as Santa

Claus at the Orinda Theater with an-

other Rotarian propped on his lap.

Steve Paddock reviewed some of

Orinda Rotary’s many service proj-

ects including the ongoing Rotary

Field Days, which was started in

1952 by Frank Isola—a P.E. teacher

and later Principal of Orinda Inter-

mediate School, and the Tom Fitch

Annual Fishing Outing, which has

treated over 1,000 young people

from Oakland to a day at the San

Pablo Reservoir annually for the

past 16 years. And, Ken Woznak

described the significant amount of

Rotarian man (and woman) power

that was used to dig a lake, build a

bridge, and much more at the Wag-

ner Ranch Nature Center. 

The Rotary’s service projects

reached far beyond the California

borders through the support of the

exchange student and ambassado-

rial scholar programs. Giers de-

scribed how the Rotary’s support of

a local musician enabled the

younger singer to realize her dream

of becoming an international opera

star. And member Jose Avelar ex-

pressed his gratitude for the six trips

the club has made to Tala, Mexico

to support the people of this region.

“That’s when you really experience

what Rotary is about—the commu-

nity service,” stated Avelar.

The Orinda Rotary Club will

continue their 60th Anniversary

Celebration with a dinner dance and

big band gala on Saturday, April 4th

at the Orinda Country Club. To at-

tend the event, contact David Pierce

(david.pierce@prurealty.com).

(See event details in Not to be

missed, page 8)
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Construction site burglary, 3/23/09

A contractor working on an Or-

chard Road home locked up the

place and left for the evening.  The

next morning he returned to find

the garage door ajar and quite a

few of his expensive tools miss-

ing. Estimated value of loss

$7640.

D.U.I., 3/18/09  A vehicle was

pulled over on Camino Sobrante

for expired registration tabs at

1:20 in the morning.  The officer

noticed a strong odor of alcohol.

The middle aged driver had a

blood alcohol level of .25, more

than three times the legal limit.

He signed a written promise to ap-

pear and was booked.

Drunk in public again, 3/20/09  A

53-year-old woman, not unknown

to the police, was banging on the

door and causing a disturbance at

a home on Moraga Way.  When

contacted by an officer, she was

leaning against a metal pole to

keep her balance.  The strong

smell of vanilla extract, apparently

her drink of choice, was noted on

her breath and generously spilled

on her shirt.  She is currently on

probation that required refraining

from alcohol.  

Identity theft, 3/19/09  A Dolores

Way resident was surprised when

she attempted to pay for items

with her Capitol One credit card

and it was denied.  Apparently

bank personnel suspended her ac-

count due to a suspicious charge

that originated in Israel.  The card

was cancelled and erroneous

charges reversed.

City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, April 7

Strategic Planning Workshop on Mon-
day, April  6, 2009 at 1:00pm in the
Community Room at City Hall, 22
Orinda Way
Joint Meeting with the Planning Com-
mission on Monday, April 13, 2009 at
6:00 pm in the Orinda Library Audito-
rium, 26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, April 13

Finance Advisory Commitee
Gallery Room, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way 6pm
Wednesday,  April 22

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Monday, April 6

Planning Comm. 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Lamorinda Community Calendar, Notes, News Orinda

City of Orinda:

http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us
Chamber of Commerce:

http://www.orindachamber.org

• local businesses

• upcomming events

David Collins, Orinda

Residential and
Restoration

Painting Services
Meticulous attention to detail
39 years of satisfied customers

Licensed and Insured

925-254-6882

Rheem Blvd.

Rheem
Shopping

Plaza
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www.5Aspace.com
455 Moraga Road Suite F

MORAGA

925-631-7000

MORAGA

               *1st Mo. FREE-new rentals only, Exp. 4/30/09. Call for details of “Free Truck” or rental truck rebate & Free $25 Gas Card.

  FIRST MONTH

 FREE FREE
  FIRST MONTH

**

Use our FREE Truck to help you move in!Use our FREE Truck to help you move in!

Ask how you can
get a FREE $25 Gas
Card for referring a

friend, and a FREE $5
 Terzetto’s Card just
for visiting us at 5A!

Ask how you can
get a FREE $25 Gas
Card for referring a

friend, and a FREE $5
 Terzetto’s Card just
for visiting us at 5A!

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Helping You Achieve Your Goals ... Lamorinda and Beyond.
ORINDA

Prestigious 24 Acre
Sleepy Hollow Area
Estate and 5
Bedroom, 5.5 Bath
Luxury Home 
Shown by
Appointment, 
Price Upon Request. 
Many Pics/Info on
Our Website.

WALNUT CREEK

New Listing
$419,000, 
2 Bedroom/2 Bath
Luxury Condo with
Fireplace, Deck,
W&D, 2 Car 
Enclosed Parking.
Top Quality New
Construction!

Peter & Darlene Hattersley
925.360.9588
925.708.9515

TheHattersleys.com

The days since your parents helped you on
your way to independence are long gone.

Now you are faced
with helping them

®

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.

FREE In-Home Assessment
Caring Companionship
Monitor Food and Diet
Light Housekeeping
Errands & Transportation
Visit Neighbors & Friends

Attend Events
Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Care
Medication Reminders
Up to 24-hour Care

Call 925-376-8000
or visit www.seniorhelpers.com

961-A MORAGA RD. LAFAYETTE • 925-299-0882 • sugi-store.com

FINE BEDDING & GIFTS
Japanese style & comfort

Futons & Frames • Tatami Platforms and Mats 
Custom Comforter Covers • Unique Japanese Gifts

Hours : Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

Orinda Rotary Celebrates 60 Years
By Andrea A. Firth

SERVING ORINDA SINCE 1949
ORINDA ROTARY CLUB

Orinda Rotary celebrating their 60th anniversary in 2009 Photo provided

Orinda in Action—April 18th
By Andrea A. Firth

Keeping Orinda beautiful and

making residents proud of

their community is the vision for

Orinda’s upcoming service day—

Orinda in Action. “We have so

much natural beauty that we ap-

preciate in Orinda,” states Mayor

Sue Severson, “But there are many

other ways that we can clean up

and further beautify our City,” she

adds. 

About a month ago, Sever-

son placed a call for volunteers and

several community groups, busi-

nesses, and individuals have al-

ready responded. “It’s very

exciting. We have received a lot of

enthusiasm and support from the

community,” says Severson. 

Orinda in Action will run

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday,

April 18th. Volunteers are asked to

check-in at Theater Square Plaza

between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. to

be assigned to a beautification

project such as roadway litter pick

up, flower and tree planting, creek

restoration, and trail clean up

among others. Volunteers should

dress to work and get dirty and

bring work gloves and light tools

such as rakes. Trash bags and clean

up supplies will be provided. 

Three additional recycling

and community service activities

have also been planned for the

morning of the 18th. 

... continued on page7

Orinda City Council Contests
LAFCO Report Recommendation
By Andrea A. Firth

18 Orinda Way, Orinda  • 925-254-7766
www.thegannetts.com

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning
• Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning
• Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists



“They’re just like people,

they get out of whack,”

said owner/trainer of “Trouble”

Leesha Davis.  “He just didn’t want

to move – I could feel his shoulder

just wasn’t right.”  Six-year old

American Paint horse Trouble was

a bit out of whack.  Hopefully

equine chiropractor Dr. Christopher

Tucker can set him straight.

On a recent sunny morning,

Tucker, a Lafayette chiropractor

who usually works on humans,

made a stable-call to get Trouble

back in alignment.  Because this

was his initial visit, he wanted to

keep it simple and build some rap-

port with the horse.  Trouble’s neck,

shoulders/withers, spine and

sacrum – posterior to the right -

were adjusted during the course of

his visit.  Armed with carrots,

blocks to stand on and no fear of

this four-legged fellow, Tucker

noted they are fairly similar to hu-

mans; although obviously more

pressure is needed to tweak a 1,200

pound horse than a human patient.

... continued on page 11
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•    Life in LAMORINDA •

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

trial

Need to getaway?
Yoga now at Star Pilates

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

 WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the 
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater 
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

(925
5600-D SDIABLO FLOORING, INC

WHERE SERVICE AND QUALITY MATTER

License #898787

$250 
Off*

*Minimum 1,000 sq. ft. 
Exp. 5-31-09

Saint Mary’s Cuts Faculty, Staff, Programs
By Jennifer Wake

Colleges and universities across

the country have been

squeezed by the recent economic

downturn, and are being forced to

makes some tough decisions. Saint

Mary’s College is no exception, with

its president, Brother Ronald Gal-

lagher, FSC, recently announcing

cuts to faculty, staff, and a few cam-

pus programs.  

In a March 20 letter he wrote

to the campus community, Gal-

lagher stated that two departments,

Saint Mary’s Architectural Services,

and the Committee for Lectures,

Arts and Music (CLAM) will be

closed effective April 1.  In addition,

the college has halted employer con-

tributions to its defined retirement

plans, has frozen its employer con-

tribution for health insurance, and

laid off 19 of 61 adjunct faculty to

date with 12 staff members slated to

lose their jobs between April 1 and

June 30.  

“The most difficult and at

times painful work of the past few

weeks has been identifying the re-

ductions in the faculty and staff

salary pools ($750,000 and $1.5 mil-

lion respectively),” Gallagher wrote.

“Reducing or ending the employ-

ment of valued members of our

community literally puts a human

face on the economic challenges we

confront.”

The college also eliminated 13

currently vacant staff positions, and

cut hours of 27 other staff members.  

“The women in the business

office have cut back their hours, but

they had a choice of how to do it,”

said one SMC staff member who

will be working two months less

each year following the cuts.  “One

person I know of is taking Fridays

off. Another is only working until 3

p.m.  I needed to give up two

months somewhere, if not all in

summer, then somewhere else.”

The cuts were just one of

many budget-saving changes Saint

Mary’s has implemented this year

after the college saw a 26.4 percent

decrease in its endowment – which

dropped from $151.8 million as of

June 30, 2008 to $111.7 million as

of Nov. 30, 2008 – as well as a pro-

jected decrease in enrollment for the

coming years.  

Over the past two months, the

college has held open meetings to

discuss the budget challenges it

faces and it is preparing contingency

plans in the event that changes in

market conditions veer away from

the college’s “baseline planning as-

sumptions.”

“We seem to receive almost

daily reminders of the dynamism of

our economic environment through

gyrations in markets, state budget

uncertainties or announcements of

new levels of financial adjustments

by other esteemed institutions of

higher education,” Gallagher wrote. 

In addition to cuts at Saint

Mary’s, Stanford University recently

announced $100 million in cuts

from its general fund budget after its

$17.2 billion endowment shrunk as

much as 30 percent since the 2008

fiscal year end.  UC Berkeley last

week held a town hall meeting to

discuss ways to balance its budget,

which has a projected deficit ap-

proaching $70 million for the next

fiscal year.

Horse Chiropractor Makes Ranch Calls
By Cathy Tyson

Dr. Christopher Tucker works on Trouble at KNV Stables with owner/trainer Leesha Davis Photo Cathy Tyson

The Olsen Team
Lamorinda Specialists Since 1977

Phone: 925-253-2530
www.TheOlsenTeam.com

SUE LARA BEN

Sophisticated Sanders Ranch - 4 BR, 3 BA, 3425 Sq. Ft.
Built in 1991 - soaring ceilings & great entertaining spaces.

www.41MerrillCircle.com $1,495,000
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LAFAYETTE - Cute Cottage - 3 BR, 2 BA, 2 Car Garage
Walk to town, schools, BART & more from this darling home

www.3455MoragaBlvd.com $779,000

MORAGA - Gorgeous Updates! 4 BR, 2 BA, 2196 sq. ft.
Updated and expanded kitchen + 2 brand new baths.

www.24Sullivan.com $1,075,000

MORAGA - Lovely Traditional! 4 BR, 2.5 BA, 2275 sq. ft.
Perfectly remodeled with style and taste. Huge creek side lot.

www.244Corliss.com $1,169,000

www.41MerrillCircle.com

www.3455MoragaBlvd.com

www.24Sullivan.com

www.244Corliss.com

9 Bay Area Stores to serve you!

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR 
Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau Pl. Oakland 

 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210 

 ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK 
Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center 

 (925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300 

 CONCORD SONOMA NAPA 
Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center 

 (925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375 

Come Shop at Your Local 

WOMENS, MENS & KIDS 

OFF

 Adidas 

 Adio 

 Baretraps 
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 Blowfish 

 Born 

 Chinese

   Laundry 

 Clarks 

 Classified 

 Converse 

 Dr.  Scholls 

 Easy Spirit 

 Indigo 

 K’Swiss 

 Keds 

 Keen 

 Life Stride 

 Merrell 

 Naturalizer 
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BRANDS
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 Clarks 

 D.C. Shoes 

 Dockers 
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 Merrell 

 New 

   Balance 

 Nike

 Old Friend 

 Rockport 

 Staheekum 

 Tamarac 

Vans

  KIDS
BRANDS
 Converse 
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 New Balance 

 Nike 

 Old Friend 

 Playhouse 

 Quiksilver 

 Reaction 

 Rocket Dog 

 Roxy 

 Saucony 

 See Kai Run 
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 Soda 
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 Teva 

 Toms 

 Vans * SELECT STYLES
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   Balance 

 Nike 

 Old Friend 

 Privo 

 Punk Rose 

 Qupid 

 Report 

 Rockport 

 Roxy 

 Skechers 
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 Stahkeem 

 Steve
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 Teva 

 Vans 

 Volatile 

WOMEN’S
BRANDS:

Huge
Selection

To Choose 
From!

SHOES 50% 

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Kids Carters
FREE

Giftwrapping*
at McCaulou’s
*On items of 15.00 or more

25%OFF
MSRP

or more!

Gift Certificates
on line at

www.mccaulous.com
Phone 925-283-3380

Fax 925-283-7855

Huge 
Selection

To Choose
From!

* SELECT STYLES

WOMENS, MENS & KIDS 

50%
OFFSHOES

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE  
Plaza Center Town and Country  

 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261  

MONTCLAIR    WALNUT CREEK 
6211 Medau Pl. Oakland           Countrywood Center 
      510) 339-2210                         (925)  935-9300 

Come Shop at Your Local 



In front of the entire State Assembly,

Lafayette’s own Louise Harvey

Clark was named “Woman of the

Year” for Assembly District 14, be-

cause of her lengthy history of service

to the community.  “She has long been

an advocate for peace and justice, chil-

dren, women and seniors and has

proven to be a powerful force in our

community,” said Assembly Member

Skinner in her tribute.  Pictured from

left, Speaker of the Assembly Karen

Bass, Louise Harvey Clark, Assembly

Member Nancy Skinner and Assem-

bly Minority Leader Mike Villines

Photo provided
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•   LAMORINDA Community •

Small BIZ Plan
for

Home Based Businesses

HBBR Features: • Telephone Consultation
• Debt Collection Letters, 

3 per month 1 per subject
and much more...
also Web site included

Please Call 510-339-1724

DEANA VICK DAVIDSON
Financial Advisor

1390 Willow Pass Road, Suite 470
Concord, CA 94520

925-689-9600
Cell 925-808-8475

dvick@wradvisors.com
www.dvick.wradvisors.com

there’s no time to lose.

For people with 

Alzheimer’s
 Alzheimer’s disease  is a neurodegenerative 
 disorder—a disorder in which brain cells are 
 lost. It is characterized by progressive loss of 
 memory and cognitive function, such as 
 movement control and decision-making 
 ability. Alzheimer’s disease is the most 
 common cause of dementia in the elderly and 
 affects about 18 million people worldwide—
 5 million in the U.S. alone. Although there’s 
 currently no cure for Alzheimer’s disease, 
 research is under way to find a new 
 investigational treatment aimed at slowing the 
 progression of the disease. The current 
 medications are mostly aimed at maximizing 
 the remaining brain  activity. That’s why the 
 ICARA study was created—to explore a new 
 investigational treatment option.

 If you are 50 to 88 years of age and have a 
 diagnosis of probable Alzheimer’s disease, you 
 may be eligible to participate in the ICARA 
 study.

 Throughout the 83-week study, participants 
 may receive the investigational drug, study-
 related physical exams and laboratory services 
 at no charge. All  participants will be 
 monitored by a medical team, including a 
 nurse or study coordinator and a physician. 

 Ask your doctor if the ICARA study is right 
 for you. 
 For more information,

 Dr. Kathleen Toups 
 Bay Area Research Institute 
 3736 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite #204
 Lafayette, CA 94549
 925.283.9006

Dis t i n c t i v e  H o me  Thea t r e  &  Ste r eo

Free-In-Home Estimates
925-209-7001

P.O. Box 365  
Moraga, CA 94556

Offering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda

Community Since 2002

ORINDA  | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 215   925.258.1111

Alain Pinel Realtors 
revolutionized Bay Area real estate

practices in 1990. 

Nearly two decades later, 

we still are. 

We are proud to call 

Lamorinda our neighborhood.

After all, we’re neighbors, too.

Alain Pinel Realtors 
revolutionized Bay Area real estate

practices in 1990. 

Nearly two decades later, 

we still are. 

We are proud to call 

Lamorinda our neighborhood.

After all, we’re neighbors, too.

 
Over 30 Years Combined Legal Experience 

 

Estate Planning     Wills & Trusts    Probate    Litigation  
 

2 Theatre Square, Suite 240                      Office: 925.258.9091 
Orinda, CA   94563                                               www.lclaw.com 

Woman of  the Year

Robert Kennedy is a past

Treasurer of the Town and current

member of the Audit and Finance

Committee. Ravi Mallela is a

banker, working in Corporate Fi-

nance at Wells Fargo.  He is the

current chairman of the Moraga

Parks and Recreation Commission.

Dick Olsen is retired, a former sen-

ior executive at Transamerica In-

surance and an instrumental

member of the mid-1990's ad hoc

committee appointed by the Town

Council to study the feasibility of

forming the Moraga-Orinda Fire

District, and then helped lead the

successful LAFCO annexation and

election campaigns that followed;

financial analysis is one of Olsen’s

many strengths.  Kathy Ranstrom

is an attorney and professor of law

at John F. Kennedy University; she

is a past president of MEF and the

chair of recent successful Moraga

School District parcel tax cam-

paigns.  Frank Sperling was elected

to the Moraga Orinda Fire District

Board in 2006, he was a Moraga

Town Councilmember (1994-

1998) and former mayor.  Tom

Westhoff is an investment banker,

founder and president of West-

hoff, Cone & Holmstedt, a Walnut

Creek investment banking firm

specializing in municipal bond fi-

nancing in the State of California;

he is an active Moraga volunteer

and former member of the Moraga

Park and Recreation Foundation.

Representing the Town Council,

Metcalf and Trotter will sit on the

committee, as will Tracy Vesely,

the current Town Treasurer. One

member will be appointed in col-

laboration with the Moraga

Chamber of Commerce.  The

Town Manager and Finance Di-

rector will also be part of the com-

mittee.

The meetings of the commit-

tee will be subject to the Brown Act

and open to the public.  Meeting

times will be set by the committee

and posted on the web site.

Moraga Appoints a Revenue Enhancement Committee
... continued from page 3

He believes that the town has

a lot of untapped potential and that

the specific plans for both the Mor-

aga and Rheem Centers can put the

town on track to a more healthy rev-

enue path.  “The key to a develop-

ment plan is to understand where

your market is and the realistic po-

tential of any given situation,” be-

lieves Segrest.  He thinks that the

small number of property owners in

Moraga is an asset to defining a

solid path forward.

Segrest is now in the process

of getting to know his diverse con-

stituency and the financial chal-

lenges that face the Town.  “That’s

where it all begins, the budget,” he

says, “it’s truly where you set your

priorities.”  

When he arrived at Snow-

mass, Segrest says, the town had

been in the red for three years and

he turned the situation around in

one year.  “We examined our ex-

penses, the allocation and structure

of the finances and the revenue

side and we were able to make the

necessary adjustments.”  It’s too

early for him to make an assess-

ment of Moraga’s financial situa-

tion and the Town’s goal setting

meeting, scheduled for the first

week of May, should provide a

good forum for communicating

how he plans to navigate financial

priorities.  

“I am looking forward to

working with the new Revenue

Enhancement Committee as well,”

says Segrest.  Over all, Segrest is

optimistic about the future of Mor-

aga.  “There is a lot of untapped

potential in this pretty town,” he

says, “it could even become a mini

destination where people would

come for dinner and walk around

town, attracted by the charm of the

destination.”   But at this point, the

new Town Manager is dedicating

his time to more clearly under-

standing Moraga’s unique position

and aspirations for the future. 

Meet Mike Segrest, Moraga’s New Town Manager
... continued from page 3

Mike Segrest Photo Sophie Braccini

Moraga En Route to Approving 
its Housing Element and Specific Plan
By Sophie Braccini 

The Moraga Center Specific

Plan (MCSP) and the Hous-

ing Element for Moraga continue to

be developed by the Town, in spite

of a non-buy-in by the main prop-

erty owner, the Bruzzone family.

On March 26 a joint meeting

of the Planning Commission and

the Design Review Board was con-

ducted as part of a series of public

sessions that aim at adopting the

MCSP (in the area comprised be-

tween Moraga Rd, Moraga Way

and Camino Ricardo) and at estab-

lishing a Housing Element for the

Town of Moraga, complying with

its State obligation.

The MCSP will determine

specific zoning and design guide-

lines for these areas.  Whether the

property owner will ever decide to

develop the pear orchard along

Camino Ricardo, the Ranch area

and the Laguna Creek, the R.V. and

overflow parking area and renovate

the Moraga Center shopping center

remains to be seen, since the Bruz-

zone family continues to display op-

position to the plan as it is proposed.  

At the March 26 meeting

Joan Bruzzone and her son David

both addressed the Planning Com-

mission and the Design Review

Board as part of the public com-

ment period, raising different con-

cerns and objections, making it

obvious that this plan is not to their

liking.  “What role do you envision

for the property owner in this design

process?” asked Mrs. Bruzzone.

David Bruzzone raised the issue of

the appropriateness of the proposed

density of 20 dwelling units per

acre.

“We have been working with

them (the Bruzzone family) since

the fall of 2002 on these questions,”

said Lori Salamack.  It is the duty of

the Town to plan, but without a con-

sensus it is hard to imagine when

residents will see anything actually

happen.  The alternative of doing

nothing and not spending the

money that goes into planning is not

an option either:  “If there is no plan,

then when a developer comes back

with a project such as the Orchard

Supply store, the town goes in an

uproar and there is no rule to fall

back on,” explains Salamack. 

The Bruzzone family did not

comment on its plans for the Mor-

aga Center.

In the meantime, the Specific

Plan is being fully vetted and op-

tions will be decided in the months

to come.  The public is invited to

check the pictures that are online

(www.ci.moraga.ca.us) that show

what the proposed land use rules

could translate to.   At the March 25

meeting, a simulation video pre-

sented by the Dahlin Group got

many of the Commissioners quite

puzzled.  “It looks like downtown

Emeryville,” said Commissioner

Allison Daniels, while DRB mem-

ber Sayles expressed concerns

about the preservation of the La-

guna Creek and its riparian corridor.

Residents who have ques-

tions and desire to express con-

cerns can come to future public

meetings.  Different aspects will be

studied in the coming months with

a decision that could be reached by

the end of the summer.  Dates are

tentative at this time; check the

Town web site for update.  Right

now it is planned that traffic and

recreation amenities will be dis-

cussed at the April 6 meeting, that

the Planning Commission will rec-

ommend a level of development

(number of units that could reach

more than 700) at its April 20

meeting, and that the Town Coun-

cil could approve the MCSP at its

May 27 meeting.



While finding participants

was easy, locating a phone booth

was another issue; gone the way of

manual typewriters, roll-up car

windows, vinyl records and black

and white television. However,

Lisa Moore ’96, Assistant Vice

President of Development, came to

the rescue by contacting regent

Michael Zumbo ’82 president of

Jaroth Inc., a communications

firm, who donated a booth, sent up

from L.A.

The booth will have a per-

manent home with other SMC

memorabilia in the Visitors Center

when it is completed. Though the

booth will not be operable, it will

engender memories of other times

when breaking Guinness World

Book records—like stuffing phone

booths and Volkswagens and swal-

lowing goldfish—were innocuous

and wholesome pastimes.

Following a barbecue, the

event began to accelerate with eager

students intent on breaking the 1959

record.  The students were divided

into teams, Habitat for Humanity—

wearing black t-shirts imprinted

with the phone booth picture—and

the Sculptures, wearing thin, white

coveralls. 

Following an introduction by

president, Brother Ron Gallagher,

the challenge began. Though short

on technique, the adrenaline was

not. Overcome by the excitement

of it all, people crowded around the

booth with vocal support and a

helpful push here and there. Most

others could only guess what might

be happening in the human vortex

and simply enjoyed a whiff of an-

other time—more innocent and

perhaps simpler—where phone

calls were made in a booth or on a

rotary phone. In the end, no records

were broken or set but the smiles

and linkage through time were

enough.
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You’re Invited ToTake a Photo
with the Easter Bunny

So BringYour Camera!

Saturday,April 11th 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Easter Clown&BalloonArt

*With your RheemValley Shopping
Center receipts totaling $25.00 ormore.

(See stores for details.While supplies last)

RheemBlvd. atMoraga Rd. inMoraga

Whenyou’re the photographer...you get the shot youwant!!

*

Orvisit us online atwww.rheemvalley.net

Experience        Integrity        Results

patriciabattersby.com ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Patricia Battersby

Real Estate Broker

925­253­2526

pb@patriciabattersby.com

Ashley Battersby

Real Estate Broker

925­253­6451

ashley@patriciabattersby.com

FREE Special Report From Realtor ® Lily Wescott:
Why do some homes languish

on the  market for months
while others seem to attract 

the right buyers and the 
right offers? 

Read in my FREE report.

Lily Wescott
Helping Families Make their Next Move

How to Sell Your Home
In a Buyer’s Market

As a community service to benefit area homeowners, Realtor Lily
Wescott has put together a special report, entitled “How to Sell Your Home in

a Buyer’s Market (and Get the Best Price Faster Than Anyone Else Around)”. 
This report is filled with information homeowners need to know to bring
out the best in a home and get it marketed to the right audience.  
“You can’t control the prevailing market conditions, but you can make
sure your home is marketed to attract the right buyers– critical to 
getting your home sold quickly, at the best price possible.”
Before you sell your home in the current market, be sure to get your copy
of  this FREE and informative special report.

Call or email Lily at:
925-330-6108

lily@LamorindaHome.com
www.LamorindaHome.com
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The Orinda Chamber of

Commerce will be collecting

electronic waste recycling and

used batteries; they will be based

in the BART parking lot. Good-

will will collect reusable clothing

and household goods and the

Contra Costa Food Bank will ac-

cept donations of non-perishable

food items; both of these activi-

ties will based in the parking lot

of 25 Orinda Way.

And if you can’t make it on

the 18th, there is still a way to

participate. “Residents have al-

ways had the ability to donate to

the City through the Orinda Com-

munity Improvement Fund,” ex-

plains Severson. Monies from

this fund helped to pay for

Orinda’s police dog, Shepp. Con-

tributions to the Improvement

Fund can be applied to offset

costs of the clean up day such as

plants. Donation forms are avail-

able at the City website

(www.cityoforinda.org).

Orinda in Action—April 18th
... continued from page 4

Classic Americana: Reenactment of  50-year Old Prank
...continued from page 1

Joe and Virginia Munroe Photo Doug Kohen

Photo Doug Kohen

Nowicki’s report to the com-

mittee covered the Fire District’s

past capital expenditures, opera-

tional comparisons between Moraga

and Orinda, and the MOFD’s long-

range financial forecast. At the time

of the merger, The Orinda Fire Dis-

trict was in less than optimal condi-

tion according to Nowicki. Capital

expenditures spent renovating infra-

structure since the District was

formed has been heavily weighted

to Orinda with almost $2,975,000

spent on equipment and facilities in

Orinda over the past 11 years as

compared to $264,500 allocated to

Moraga.  [Similar upgrades occur-

ring in both Orinda and Moraga,

such as a new fire station in each ju-

risdiction, were zeroed out.] “Cur-

rently our apparatus status is stellar.

We are going to be good [with re-

spect to apparatus] for a long time,”

stated Nowicki. 

Several analyses of the distri-

bution of the MOFD’s operational

costs across Moraga and Orinda

were provided to the Committee to

address the RETF’s question re-

garding the appropriateness of the

property tax allocation between the

two municipalities. Nowicki pre-

sented a variety of measures includ-

ing parcels served, daily responders,

red flag staffing, unfunded liabilities,

number of fire stations, and weed

abatement needs that supported the

MOFD’s contention that the current

property tax allocation is correct.

How best to measure adequate fire

and emergency medical service was

debated. Nowicki focused on re-

sponse time, which he characterized

as optimal at four to six minutes or

less, noting that the driving distance

in an urban area from the station to

the call should be within 1.5 miles. 

When the discussion moved

to the MOFD’s long-range financial

forecast, Nowicki stated, “You are

never going to find a District as

transparent as the MOFD.”  He

projected that MOFD’s revenues

over the next year would be im-

pacted by a delay in homebuilding

in the Wilder development and that

the primary spending concerns

were the need for seismic retrofits

and ADA upgrades at two stations.

Nowicki also stated the District

needed a fully operational training

facility that was not included in the

budget projections. 

Orinda Council Member

Steve Glazer highlighted the facts

that there have been significant

changes to the financial landscape

since the RETF had prepared their

initial report and that additional data

regarding the MOFD’s financial pic-

ture were now available. He asked

Nowicki how the RETF’s original

proposal to cap the District’s prop-

erty tax revenues at 4.5% would im-

pact service.  “Obviously we would

not be able to sustain the tempo and

quality of our service with a 4.5%

cap,” responded Nowicki.

Glazer also pointed out some

of the moving parts in the financial

forecast which included declining

property tax revenues and the nega-

tive impact of a projected 30% de-

crease in investment return for 2008

on the MOFD’s significant pension

obligations. The unfunded liability

costs of post employment benefits

such as healthcare were also dis-

cussed. Although these benefits do

not have to be funded fully every

year, MOFD Director Fred Weil

identified the challenge of ad-

dressing the post retirement health

care costs. “We can delay ex-

penses, but we can not replace

them,” stated Weil.

Public comments during the

meeting by Clyde Vaughn, Steve

Cohn, and Martin Resch expressed

dissatisfaction with District’s per-

sonnel costs, the proportionality of

the MOFD costs between Moraga

and Orinda, and the construct of

the Excel spreadsheet supporting

the forecast. 

Chief Nowicki also presented

the Committee with a summary of

the MOFD’s response to the Local

Agency Formation Commission

(LAFCO) Municipal Service Re-

view (MSR)—an eighteen-page,

single-spaced response in which the

MOFD identified a number of inac-

curacies and problematic method-

ologies. Nowicki identified three

overarching problems in the MSR:

the use of per capita costs versus re-

sponse time to determine cost effec-

tiveness; the classification of the

MOFD as an urban district versus a

suburban and rural district; and the

characterization of the District as in-

efficient based upon inappropriate

comparisons to other dissimilar Dis-

tricts. Nowicki also found the

MSR’s proposal for the Orinda to

potentially leave the MOFD very

problematic. MOFD Director John

Wyro agreed. “That recommenda-

tion came out of the blue without

any supporting evidence to validate

the recommendation,” stated Wyro.

Morinda and MOFD Meet
... continued from page 1
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FREE ESTIMATES 
IMPECCABLE REFERENCES

Offer your Services on  
www.LamorindaServiceDirectory.com
Standard Rates (printed and online):
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MUSIC & THEATER

WomenSing, a 50 voice chorus, will per-

form Sunday, April 5 at 4:00pm, Saint

Mary’s Chapel, 1928 Saint Mary's Road,

Moraga: “Stars” by Dublanc and Randall

Thompson, contemporary Norwegian

music, music in celebration of

Mendelssohn’s 200 birth anniversary, and

the mystical Holst's Choral Hymns from

the Rig-Veda.  Ticket prices are:  $25 re-

served $20 general $18 Seniors/students

$10 youth 18 and under. Tickets may be

purchased online at www.womensing.org,

at the door, or by calling (925) 974-9169.

Lafayette Town Hall Theatre Company

Presents “The Odd Couple. (Female Ver-

sion)” through  April 25.  The Female Ver-

sion Adds a Twist to Neil Simon’s

Superbly Written Comedy (Rating – PG-

13.)  Contact the Town Hall Theatre Com-

pany Box Office for exact dates and times.

For Tickets: 925-283-1557. Town Hall

Theatre Company; 3535 School Street,

Lafayette. 

Auditions for Spider’s Web; Blithe Spirit;

and an old classic for Orinda Starlight Vil-

lage Players summer season.  Sunday, April

5th at 4PM; and Tuesday, April 7th at 7PM.

26 Orinda Way, at the Orinda Community

Center Amphitheater and Room three. The

Orinda Community Center Amphitheater is

located across the street from Rite Aid and

the Orinda Post Office. 

ART

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new group

show “Inner Spirit” opened March 17th

and features the work of Nancy Robinson.

Moraga Art Gallery, 570 Center St, Rheem

Valley Shopping Center- next to Longs

Drugs.  Open Tuesday through Sunday,

12-5 pm.925.376.5407.

The Lafayette Gallery invites you to join

us for our new show, “Food, Glorious

Food” through May 9th.   Gallery artists

show work in mediums including print-

making, oil and acrylic paintings, jewelry,

collage, ceramics, photography, and more.

Lafayette Gallery, 50 Lafayette Circle,

925-284-2788. Gallery Hours are Tuesday

to Saturday, 11am to 5pm.  Bring canned

goods to the Gallery and when you make a

purchase you will be automatically entered

in our raffle.  We are pleased to invite the

community to join us as we celebrate

“Food, Glorious Food” and the re-opening

of our Sculpture Garden on Sunday, April

26 from 1 to 4pm. We will have new pieces

in our Sculpture Garden and of course,

food, glorious food.

The Second Saturday walking tours of

Walnut Creek’s prime public art works will

resume on Saturday, April 11. Tour routes

rotate each month. This first tour will cover

the area surrounding the gallery and city

hall. The 50-minute, docent-led tour de-

parts from the front of the Lesher Center

located at 1601 Civic Drive at the corner

of Locust and Civic. Remember to wear

comfortable shoes and sun protection.

Tours start EVERY Second Saturday at

11am. Admission is $5 and includes a free

pass to the Bedford Gallery. Tour sched-

ules are subject to change. Reservations are

suggested. Call (925) 295-1417.

LITERATURE & LECTURES

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know

about . . . Property Taxes and other Real

Estate Stuff, but Were Afraid to Ask.  Join

Leslie A. Johnson, highly respected real es-

tate transactional attorney with TJH, for an

evening of useful information, presented in

a fun and casual setting.  Bring your ques-

tions about property taxes, home owner-

ship, partnerships or anything else that’s

been on your mind about real estate these

days.  Leslie helped devise the concept of

delayed tax-deferred exchanges (i.e., 1031

exchange) with her former partner and

mentor, Marvin Starr. Friday, April 3, 6:30

pm,St. Mark's United Methodist Church ,

451 Moraga Way, Orinda . 925-254-5965.

Suggested donation: $10. Refreshments.

Dr. Catherine Murphy, Associate Pro-

fessor of New Testament at Santa Clara

University, will present a fresh perspective

on the Jesus of history.  She has traveled

frequently to Israel, Greece, Turkey and

Europe and written three books the latest

being The Historical Jesus for Dummies

(2008.)  The event is open to the commu-

nity and takes place Saturday April 4th

7:00 – 9:30. Bring a bottle of wine or a

small plate of tapas to share. Book sales

will be coordinated by the Lafayette book

store and childcare will be provided. Our

Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol

Lane, Lafayette (behind the car wash.)

www.oslc.net.

The Commonwealth Club- Jim Lehrer

–Sunday, April 5, 5:30pm.

Anchor of one the most respected news

programs in America, Lehrer has dedicated

his life to reporting informative and unbi-

ased news coverage of the nation’s most

pressing issues. Though his journalistic ac-

complishments are numerous, Lehrer is

most proud of his success as a novelist.

Join us as he talks writing, reporting and

telling America’s story.  5 p.m. check-in,

5:30 p.m. program, 6:30 p.m. book sign-

ing.  Cost: $12 members, $18 non-mem-

bers.  Premium $30 members, $45

non-members. $7 students (with valid ID).

Veterans Memorial Hall, 3780 Mt. Diablo

Blvd., Lafayette.

A Performance of Mary Betten’s “Peo-

ple of the Passion.” A dramatic reading

of Jesus’s death from the viewpoints of

nine eyewitnesses to the crucifixion.  7pm

on April 5 at 66 St. Stephen’s  Drive,

Orinda. Free. Childcare is available by

reservation. 925- 254-3770, 

office@ststephensorinda.org,    

www.ststephensorinda.org.

SPRING FAMILY EVENTS

Orinda's Spring Egg Hunt for preschool-

ers, infants and toddlers – Thursday April

9 at the Orinda  Community Park. The egg

hunt is free and will start at 11 a.m. sharp.

Tattoos, arts & crafts, cookies and juice

will be available before and after the hunt

starting at 10:30 a.m. We ask that you bring

your own baskets and cameras for pictures

with the Easter Bunny.  Sponsored by the

Orinda Rotary Club.  

The Lafayette Rotary Club’s “Annual

Egg Hunt” will take place on Saturday,

April 11, at 10:00 am.  This event is open

to all children ages 2-10 and takes place at

Plaza Park (corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd. and

Moraga Rd) The park lawn will be covered

with candy for the kids to put in their bas-

kets.  The youngest are always given extra

time to get their share! The Bunny will be

there to take pictures with the kids.  Please

arrive on time. We start promptly at

10:00am.  Join us for the fun.  

Moraga’s annual Spring Egg Hunt will

be held Saturday, April 11, at the Moraga

Commons Park located at corner of Mor-

aga Road and St. Mary's Road.  Two egg

hunts will take place: one beginning at

10:00 a.m. and another at 11:00 a.m. The

cost for the egg hunt is $5 per child and

each participant should bring a basket for

collecting the eggs.  Tickets are available

for purchase in advance at the Moraga

Parks and Recreation Department, Ha-

cienda de las Flores, 2100 Donald Drive,

Moraga, (925) 888-7045 or online at

www.moragajuniors.org. Tickets will not

be sold at the event.   Children can also

enjoy a toy walk, face painting, arts and

crafts, jumpy house fun, and other games.

The fun and games begin at 9:00 a.m.  Co-

sponsored by the Moraga Junior Women's

Club and the Moraga Parks and Recreation

Department.

The Lafayette Community Center

Foundation is sponsoring its annual

‘Bunny Brunch and Family Fun’ event on

Saturday, April 11th from 11a.m. until

12:30 pm at the Lafayette Community

Center, 500 St. Marys Road in Lafayette.

Tickets are $7 per person if purchased in

advance [at the Community Center] or $9

per person at the door on the day of the

event for a great pancake breakfast, a visit

from the Easter Bunny, entertainment by a

funny ventriloquist with the ‘Corny Crow

Show’  and an Easter Egg Hunt! For more

information please contact the Lafayette

Community Center at 284-2232.”

Take a Photo with the Easter Bunny -

Bring Your Camera!

Saturday, April 11th 11:00 a.m. to 2:00

p.m. Easter Clown & Balloon Art. With

your Rheem Valley Shopping Center re-

ceipts totaling $25.00 or more. Rheem

Blvd. At Moraga Rd. in Moraga.

www.rheemvalley.net.

St. Giles Easter Egg Hunt, Sunday, April

12, After 9:00 Service. RSVP by April 8th.

to dsisson@stgiles-moraga.org.

Lamorinda Earth Day Festival- Sunday,

April 19, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m, Stanley

Middle School, 3455 School Street,

Lafayette. The cities of Lafayette, Moraga

and Orinda are coming together to host a

unique Earth Day celebration around the

idea of “Going Local.” This will be the first

festival of its kind -- focused on five ways

to go local: eat local, shop local, power

local, move local, and act local.  More in-

formation about the festival can be found

at: http://www.sustainablelafayette.net/

events/earthday/  

See Story page 10

OTHER

Orinda Rotary’s 60th Anniversary Din-

ner Dance & Big Band Gala, Saturday,

April 4, 6:00 pm, Orinda Country Club.

Enjoy dinner, dancing, and listening to the

joyful sounds of the 18-piece Mike Vax

Big Band as it marks 60 years of commu-

nity and charitable service. Tickets $125

each.  Door prizes, $5,000 cash prize and

change to win a Toyota Prius. Call David

Pierce 925-253-5424 or email

david.pierce@prurealty.com.

The Lafayette-Rotary-sponsored Inter-

act service club at Bentley School is hav-

ing an “E-Waste Recycling Day” from

9:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturday April 4th,

at the school lower parking lot (1000

Upper Happy Valley Road – by Hwy 24 in

Lafayette). If you have old TV’s, computer

monitors and equipment…  even mi-

crowaves, here’s a chance to drop them off

for free, while supporting Interact.

GREEN RHEEM MOVIE NIGHT –

Thursday, April 9 - “Garbage!  The Revo-

lution Starts at Home” -  6 pm  appetizers,

wine, “trashy” fashion show with local

teens, & recycled art. 7 pm movie.  $10

adults, $8 students. Purchase on-line at

www.sustainablelafayette.net/green-

rheem.html or at the door at Rheem The-

ater, Moraga. 

Mt. Diablo Business Women Network-

ing Dinner will take place on April 9 from

5:45 to 8:30 p.m. at the Lafayette Park

Hotel, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette.

The “Networking Extravaganza!” will be

facilitated by Donna Bedford, award win-

ning trainer and workshop leader of “The

Bedford Group”.  For info and registration

please contact:  www.mtdiablobusiness-

women.org., $37 member, $55 guest. 

Not to be missed Not to be missed

Express Cleaning Services
Quality & Speed

Flexible

Free Estimates

Office & 

Home Cleaning

(925) 354-9707 Lic. #35586

www.lamorindaservicedirectory.com 

www.AllFurLovePetCare.com

bonded & insured

Daily Pet Visits while You’re away
Mid-Day Dog Walks
Barb Pensky, Orinda owner

ALL FUR LOVE PET CARE

O'BRIEN FAMILY PET CARE
for dogs, cats, horses & exotics

Insured and Bonded

Aimee O'Brien

Registered Veterinary

Technician with 10+ years

experience with animals

(925) 899-7354

Dog Walking, Cat Visits, Pet Sitting,
Overnight & Nursing Care,

Fine Art Pet Portraits

www.obrienfamilypetcare.com

• Color Consultation  
• Art & Furniture Placement

• Fabric, Accessories, Lighting, etc.

Décorator & 
Staging  Consultant
Faux / Interior Painter

Nancy Blue    925.849.4799925-285-9194
denise@italkdog.com

Polite Dogs Are 
More Lovable

It’s never too early or 
late to train for good 
manners. In-home 
training where it is 

needed most.

Visit 
www.italkdog.com

for more info 
One-on-one coaching

For the ultimate relationship with your dog

Learn Spanish with Christina 
all year round.

Experienced tutor.  
Helps children improve grades.

Also teaches adults.
Call : 925-283-0770

KELLEY CONSTRUCTION

Decks, Retaining Walls
Drainage

Landscape Construction, Lic. #514305

Michael W. Kelley since 1987
(925) 946-5155 Bus. Moraga
(925) 286-8959 Cell

Professional
Quality Work

All types of repairs done. 
Woodworking, Electical, Audio, 

Leak repair, Drywall, Painting and more.
Clean neat & on time!

No job to small, Senior Discount.

☎ (925) 708-6053
mlou812@pacbell.net

Handyman Service

Call Gary  925-876-2991

serving

the Lamorinda

area for 13
years

crown molding • doors & windows
electrical • drywall • plumbing

interior & exterior

Man Around the House
!

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean­up

Spring Clean­up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787­5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

Make Your Deck Look New
•  Deck Refinishing & Repairs

•  Deck Construction (wood & composite)

REDWOOD RESTORATION PROFESSIONALS

Serving Lamorinda since 1997

925-686-6802
finelinerenovation@sbcglobal.net

Lic. #616550 Bonded & Insured

Want to know science spectacularly?
Having physics flounderings?

Trouble mastering math?
Then give me a call!
Chris Kinney

Math and Science Dynamo
11+ years of tutoring experience

Multiple instructional awards from
M.I.T. and U.C. Berkeley

I will make math and science fun again!
CK.Teaching@gmail.com - (925) 788 9985

travelstore
TravelStore’s Luxury Travel Specialists are 
dedicated world travelers with a passion for 
sharing our knowledge and the personal 
relationships to arrange fabulous and 
extraordinary travel journeys for our clients.

Rebecca Gardner-Myrick
Master Travel Planner

www.travelplatinum.com California Travel Sellers #3538-723

510-496-8212

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Exterior / Interior
Exceptional prep. work
Fully insured and bonded

925-932-3193
CA Lic. 555600

SB Painting
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
American Family owned and operated

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
Small or Big Jobs:

Framing Through Finish. 
Decks, Fences, Retaining Walls. 

Termite & Dry Rot Repair.

Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

light haus
hypnotherapy & reiki 

Deborah Braun 
Certified Hypnotherapist 
& Reiki Master

925-212-9185

DANCE DANCE DANCE
Salsa dance classes with Tomaj

FREE class coupon at: www.SalsawithTomaj.com

Orinda, 
San Ramon & 
Walnut Creek

NO PARTNER
REQUIRED!

On-going classes
open to all ages.
925-254-3459

Live Band

Michael Gill
(510) 287-2540

www.with-a-twist-music.com michael@with-a-twist-music.com

jazz 

rock 

funk 

rhythm & blues

Music for All Occasions

PAINT YOUR
PLACE 
FOR
PEANUTS!

(925) 946-1980     Jeff MCFarland

Rheem 
Theater
350 Park Street
Moraga
( 988-3411

Friday April 3rd
FAST AND FURIOUS 4

Friday April 10th
HANNAH MONTANA 

THE MOVIE

OBSERVE AND REPORT

DUPLICITY

with Julia Roberts

KNOWING 

with Nicholas Cage

MONSTERS 

VERSUS ALIENS

All seats Mon thru Thurs 

all shows $6.00

www.rheemtheatre.com
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Free Appraisal Event
Thursday, April 23 from 11am to 2pm
at the Orinda Theatre
2 Orinda Theatre Square
Orinda, CA

To make an appointment or to learn more about this event, please contact:
Tammie Chambless at (510)740 0220 extension 130
tammie@michaans.com

Michaan’s Auctions will be conducting a Free Appraisal Event offering 
you an on the spot verbal evaluation on your ne art and antiques in the 
following categories:

Fine Paintings and Prints• 
Furniture and Decorative Arts• 
Asian Art• 
Jewelery• 

1.  Art Deco Diamond, Platinum Bracelet, 
 Sold for $11,700 on March 1, 2009.
2.  Nathan Olivera,  American (b. 1928), ‘Head’ 1967, Lithograph, 
 Sold for $1,872 on January 4, 2009.
3. Robert William Wood, American (1889-1979), ‘Monterey Landscape,’ Oil on canvas, 
 Sold for $6,500 on June 21, 2008. 
4. Tibetan Polychrome Gilt Bronze of Yamataka, Sold for $25,740 on August 3, 2008.
5.  Napoleon III Gilt Bronze Cut Brass Tortoise Shell Mounted Boulle Meuble D’Appui
 Sold for $4,973 on June 21, 2008.
6. S. Kirk & Son Sterling Two Handled Tea Tray, Sold for $7,020 on December 3, 2007.

Bond #70044066

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.
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Not to be missed

MUSIC

Friday, April 17 at 8 p.m. in the Chapel.

Soprano Christine Wong accompanied

by Renee Witon. Singing the works of

G.F. Handel, Franz Schubert, W.A.

Mozart and E. Charles. 

Free admission.  

Monday, April 27 at 8 p.m. in the

Chapel. Classical Guitarist Kyle Bon-

derud and Soprano Karina Gillette

Kyle Bonderud to perform the works of

J.S. Bach, Leo Brouwer and Heitor

Villa-Lobos. Karina Gillette singing the

works of J. Brahms, C. Debussey, and

Heitor Villa-Lobos.l

Free admission.  

Saint Mary's Jazz Band Spring Recital

directed by John Maltester. Thu., April

30 at 8 pm in the Soda Center and  Wed.,

May 6 at 1 pm in the Quad.

Free admission. 

THEATER  

The Saint Mary's College Performing

Arts Department presents a deliciously

demonic evening of musical theatre,

Stephen Sondheim's “Sweeney Todd,

The Demon Barber of Fleet Street” fea-

turing a cast of Saint Mary's devilishly

talented performing arts students. Re-

garded as one of the greatest achieve-

ments in musical theatre, ”Sweeney

Todd “ is based on the 19th Century leg-

end of a London barber driven to a life of

crime after a malevolent judge takes his

wife and child from him. Sweeney's plan

for revenge includes a cutthroat partner-

ship with Mrs. Lovett--an enterprising

businesswoman--who is soon producing

the tastiest meat pies in London.  

LeFevre Theatre. Please call (925) 631-

4670 for tickets. 

April 16, 17, 18 at 8 p.m. 

April 23, 24, 25 at 8 p.m.

Matinee on Sun., April 26 at 2 p.m. 

$15 General Admission

$12 Non-SMC students

$8 SMC students, faculty, staff

(Some group rates available).

LECTURES

Graduate Student Reading Series

Wednesday, April 15, 2009, 7:30 p.m.

Soda Activity Center

Kazim Ali is the author of two books

of poetry:  The Far Mosque, winner of

Alice James Books' New England/New 

York Award, and The Fortieth Day.  He

is also the author of two novels: Quinn's

Passage, named one of the best books of

2005 by Chronogram magazine, and

The Disappearance of Seth.  One of the

founding editors of Nightboat Books,

Ali is an assistant professor of creative

writing at Oberlin College and teaches

in the low-residency MFA program at

the University of Southern Maine.  

HEARST GALLERY

Bert Monroy, Master Artist Tribute VIII:

A Digital Artist Paints With Light

through April 5. The Hearst Art Gallery

of Saint Mary’s College is pleased to

present a major survey of the preeminent

digital master Bert Monroy, a world-

renowned Photoshop artist and teacher,

known for pioneering and innovative

digital painting technique.  This is the

last weekend to view the exhibit.     

Photo by Ken C. Young, Moraga; 
www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

Saint Mary’s College Campus Happenings

Smart Start, Teen Driver Safety Class-

The California Highway Patrol offers this

free class at Las Lomas.

Thursday, April 9th, 6:30-8:30 pm, in the

Theater. This CHP sponsored program is

for parents and teens to attend together.  It

is designed to reduce the number of

teenage injuries and deaths resulting from

motor vehicle collisions. Please note; "Red

Asphault", a graphic auto accident video

will be shown, younger children should not

attend.  Space is limited, to register for the

class, please sign-up in one of the following

ways:  Go to http://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/

adulted/html/pehighschool.htm

OR Email: schroter5@astound.net  with

“Smart Start” written in subject line.  

MORAGA MOVERS' monthly dinner

meeting, at Soda Center, St. Mary's Col-

lege ,  Monday, April 13, 4 PM = Social

Hour with  beverages--5 PM = Dinner .

Steve Butler ("Mr. 401K) will speak on

Staying Sane in this Insane World.  Come

listen to Mr. Butler try to fathom this up-

side down economy and put it in perspec-

tive.  This should be a sellout, so make

your reservations early (must be by

Wednesday, April 8 by 5 PM) by   calling

(925) 376-6622.  The $15, payable at the

entrance, includes dinner.

Transition from Middle-School to High-

School - Panel discussion. Las Lomas

High School Counselors Hanalee Wash-

burn and Ellen Smith - Student Panel.

Thursday, April 16, 2009, Noon - 1:30pm,

library Walnut Creek Intermediate School,

2425 Walnut Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA

94597, no fee, register at the event or on-

line at (course no 05-6111)  Questions?

Vera Babor at vbabor@acalanes.k12.ca.us  

Miramonte Presents: International Night-

Supporting  the Kapnek Trust, an organi-

zation that helps pediatric aids in

Zimbabwe.  April 16th, 7 p.m. Tickets sold

at the door and on the MHS webstore. A

night of Appetizers, Student Performers,

Diversity, and Awareness.

Free Bike Safety Rodeo on Sunday, April

19, 9am-2pm, Stanley Intermediate

School, 3477 School St. Lafayette.    See

story below.

The Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette Branch

of AAUW will hold an Awards Night pro-

gram on Tuesday, April 21st at 7 pm, at the

Holy Trinity Serbian Church Cultural Cen-

ter, 1700 School Street, Moraga.  Dr. Karen

Ramorino, founder of the Berkeley Lab

Learning Institute at Lawrence Berkeley

National Laboratory, will speak on  “Com-

munication, Confidence and Commit-

ment”, the three C’s for achieving success

in educational and career goals. 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE?

Contra Costa Association of Realtors

Scholarship Foundation is offering schol-

arships to residents of Contra Costa

County that have completed one year of

full-time college, completed courses with

emphasis on real estate, finance and/or

business and have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.

If you qualify, scholarship awards can

range from $1,500 to $2,500. Further in-

formation and applications may be found

on line at www.ccarscholarship.com.

Deadline is April 24th.  

Senior Health Faire on Tuesday, April 21

at the Hacienda de las Flores (2100 Donald

Drive) from 2 to 4 p.m.  Learn about Mem-

ory Screening Testing (coordinated by the

Alzheimer’s Association), Free VA Bene-

fits for In-home Care,  Elder Care Fraud

(presentation by the Moraga Police Dept)

and Nutrition & Exercise Tips. The event is

free and reservations can be made through

Senior Helpers at 925-376-9900.

Self defense class for middle school girls-

Sunday April 26th, from 3 to 6 p.m. or-

ganized by the Moraga Juniors.  Self

defense techniques will be taught in a fun

and safe environment by Thomas Wester-

noff at at the Karate and Fitness Place,

1375 F Moraga Way (in the Moraga Shop-

ping Center next to Pennini's).  Applica-

tions are available online at

www.moragajuniors.org.  They have to be

returned to the JM School Office with the

$25 fee before April 17th.  For additional

questions send an email to

lwang393@yahoo.com.

STRESSED OUT?!? A Teen Panel on

Stress  Moderated by Merritt Rollins, Las

Lomas Crisis Counselor. Come and hear a

teen panel talk about the stresses that

today's teen faces and best practices for

helping to ease the situation. Thursday,

April 23rd, 7pm in the Las Lomas Theater.

This FREE event is sponsored by: Las

Lomas PTSA Parent & Teen Education.

Please sign-up in one of the following two

ways:  Online AUHSD Parent Ed #056058

-or- Email schroter5@astound.net with

"STRESSED OUT" written in subject line.

Please include your name and high school

your student attends.

Kids!!! Ready to run a 1K or 5K

Race??? Join us on April 26th at 9am at

the Miramonte High School Track for a

Fun Run, Brunch and Great Music!!! The

1K will begin immediately following the

5K run and will involve running approxi-

mately two laps around the track. The cost

is $10 and that includes the cost of the

brunch and a great t-shirt.  All kids under

10 years are welcome to run in the 1K

event. Bring your older brothers, sisters

and parents for the 5K walk/run.  Regis-

tration for Adults is $30 and for under 18

year olds the fee is $15. For more infor-

mation and registration check out our web-

site at www.JFKapnekTrust.org.

Moraga Treeline Triathlon- Saturday,

April 25 - 7am Soda Center-Moraga. The

Moraga Treeline Triathlon is the ideal

venue for the beginning triathlete as well

as the more advanced competitor. The

swim is a challenging 400  meter sprint,

followed by a 22 Km bike ride (about 13

miles) winding thru a scenic redwood for-

est. The event culminates with a 5 K

(3.1mile) run.  After the event, athletes,

family and friends enjoy the post-race cel-

ebration . New this year will also be a raf-

fle with prizes donated by local merchants.

To register go to  at www.moragatri.com

The Moraga Women's Society will meet

on Monday, April 20 at 9:30 a.m. at the

Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School

Street in Moraga. The speaker will be Con-

tra Costa County Superior Court Judge,

John Minney. His topic will be "Megan,

Amber and More", explaining the disclo-

sure and registration laws applicable to sex

offenders. Visitors are welcome. Contact

President, Roberta Klaproth, 376-0708

Divorce Recovery Workshop will be held

at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

on Thursdays from April 23- June 4 at

7:00pm. The church is located at 49 Knox

Dr., Lafayette. The workshop is designed

to help individuals gain insight into their

own experience of divorce in a supportive

environment. Topics include the stages of

divorce, co-dependence, forgiveness, feel-

ings, and more. The group is led by Ray

Campton, MFT who is also and ordained

Presbyterian  minister. A donation of $125

is requested to help cover the cost of the

workshop. Please contact Gerald at ger-

ald@LOPC.org for more information.

Las Trampas, Inc.  presents “What’s in

Our Hat?”Escape to Africa Event, Sunday,

April 26, from 3pm – 6:30pm, Tickets

$100 per person. Lafayette Park Hotel &

Spa, 3287 Mt. Diablo Boulevard,

Lafayette.  (Safari attire encouraged – op-

tional) One Lucky person will win $10,000

from our Safari Hat! Live Music per-

formed by Generations in Jazz-Raffle &

Silent Auction. Proceeds support adults

with developmental disabilities.  Bonnie

Peacock at (925)284-1462 ext. 239 email:

ltrampas@pacbell.net.  Change to WIN 2

TICKETS -Answer "Escape to Africa"

Trivia questions: How many countries

make up the continent of Africa? How long

is the Nile River (from it's remotest head-

stream to its delta into the Mediterranean

Sea? Please email your answers to ltram-

pas@pacbell.net by April 10 - winner will

be notified by April 13.

Lamorinda emergency preparedness

committees will hold a workshop the

evening of April 29th.   Keynote speakers

are Tanya Hoover, Assistant California

State Fire Marshall, and Rob Van Wormer,

California Department of Forestry and Fire

Protection Battalion Chief.  They will be

joined by representatives from local fire

and police services and local emergency

preparedness groups.   We will cover cur-

rent threat assessments for Lamorinda,

evacuation planning, fire resistant con-

struction and landscaping, family and

neighborhood emergency plans, and re-

sources available to assist you in your ef-

forts.  7-9pm at the Orinda Library

Auditorium (26 Orinda Way).  Registration

6:30pm in the Atrium Lobby (2d floor).

Dads for Children’s Healthcare, a

501(c)(3) organization, has been formed

by a group of dads from the East Bay.  Our

goal is to assist organizations like Chil-

dren’s Hospital in Oakland, California to

maintain and enhance the highest quality

of medical care. For 2009 our goal is to

purchase multiple, much-needed Drager

Babytherm Warming Tables for Children’s

Hospital Oakland.  These Warming Tables

provide a unique thermal environment to

care for critically ill newborns.  If you

would like to contribute to this cause,

please join us at our Winemaker’s Tasting,

Dinner and Fundraiser Orinda Country

Club, Friday, May 1.  Call 925-906-5358

or email us at dads4ch@comcast.net.

www.dads4children.org

Another Big Band Ball Room Dance

with the Rossmoor Big Band will be on

Friday, May 1st at the Art Deco Rheem

Theatre in Moraga. Doors open at 7:00 pm.

Dancing from 7:30-10:00pm.  Tickets $10

per person-available at the Lafayette

Chamber of Commerce and the Rheem

Theatre in Moraga.  Sponsored by the

Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda Chambers

of Commerce.  Call 284-7404 or go to

www.lafayettechamber.org.

Upcoming Bike Safety Rodeo for Kids
Big Wheels Keep on Turning
By Cathy Tyson

As part of the big Earth Day cel-

ebration at Stanley Intermedi-

ate School on April 19, kindergarten

through sixth grade bicyclists are in-

vited to brake for the Bike Safety

Rodeo from noon until 4:00 p.m.

Young pedal-lers can practice riding

through a mini-version of a city

sidewalk and street, have their rides

checked by mechanics from Sharp

Bicycle, and have helmets adjusted.

Like regular flossing, good

habits start early - kids are encouraged

to stop by to learn about bike safety

practices, rules of the road, sample

some refreshments, and more.

Kids and their parents

should consider riding their bikes

to the event, since obviously

they’ll need their bikes anyway,

but due to Earth Day activities,

parking will be limited.

The Rodeo is sponsored by

The City of Lafayette, Sustain-

able Lafayette, and the Bicycle

and Pedestrian Advisory Com-

mittee.

Exhibition hours: Wednesdays through

Sundays, 11 am until 4:30 pm 

Admission: $3 adult; children 12 and

under free; free parking

Web site: http://gallery.stmarys-ca.edu. 

Telephone: 925-631-4379

For more information about upcoming

events at Saint Mary’s College, visit the

college website at http://www.stmarys-

ca.edu/news-and-events/events.html.

Please submit
events to: 
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com

Big Band Ball Room Dance
(again!)

Friday, May 1st, at the Art Deco Rheem Theatre in Moraga.  
Doors open at 7:00 pm and the dance runs from 7:30pm through 10:00pm.

Listen, watch and dance to the sound 

of The Rossmoor Big Band

Tickets   $10 per person

available at the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce & Rheem Theatre in Moraga  

Call 284-7404 for reservations    www.lafayettechamber.orgsupported by:



“A Celebration of Local Solutions”
– April 19 from 11 to 4, Stanley
Middle School 3455 School street,
Lafayette.

The 4th Lamorinda Earth Day

aims at inspiring residents to

put their passion for a better planet to

work locally.  Everything this year

will be local: eat local, shop local,

move local, act local, power local.

“The idea of trying to eat locally

grown food and shopping locally has

really caught on recently, but the idea

also applies to transportation and

power and many other areas as well,”

says Steve Richard, one of the

founders of Sustainable Lafayette

and member of the City of

Lafayette’s Environmental Task

Force,  “this year’s festival is de-

signed to inspire, share and collabo-

rate on ideas for ‘going local,’ in

many different ways, to create more

sustainable and earth-friendly com-

munities.”  

The Lafayette Environmental

Task Force and Sustainable Lafayette

have invited groups from our three

cities to join in to offer a fun and in-

structive destination for a day for all

residents.  This year, the three Cham-

bers of Commerce are participating

along with other groups and busi-

nesses from Moraga and Orinda. 

The Eat Local section is spear-

headed by a sub-group of Sustainable

Lafayette.  “Our objective is to find

sources of food in our closest prox-

imity,” says Linda Riebel of Sustain-

able Lafayette, “whether it’s growing

your own supply, buying from local

farmers or a CSA (community sup-

ported agriculture), or from retail

stores that make an effort to support

local agriculture.”  In this section of

the fair, visitors will be able to sam-

ple local foods offered by about ten

restaurants, growers, and other or-

ganizations that will host booths, in-

cluding Nature's Bounty, Nibblers,

Farm Fresh to You, Eat Outside the

Box, Contra Costa Farmers' Market,

and the Brentwood Agricultural

Land Trust. Attendees will even be

able to buy plants to start their own

garden from local sources such as Mt

Diablo Nursery or the Moraga Com-

munity Garden that will sell some

100 of the heirloom organic tomatoes

plants that the group started from

seed this winter.

Greg Wikler of Global Energy

Partner and a member of Sustainable

Lafayette coordinated the power local

section.   The purpose of that section

is to help the community learn about

the latest techniques for saving energy

and also for producing renewable en-

ergy. “We wanted to present innova-

tive solutions for the home and

office,” says Wikler, whose company

manages energy efficiency programs

around the country.

Among other booths, guests

will be able to visit with a solar con-

sultant answering questions on trends

and policies, an architect presenting

sustainable space planning, a vendor

that will showcase green-based heat-

ing implementation systems: high ef-

ficient product for furnaces and air

conditioners.  Additionally, Springhill

elementary will present a science

project on energy efficiency that was

developed by the young students. 

The Move Local Zone is all

about transportation and alternatives

to driving around town. “One of the

highlights will be a bicycle rodeo for

kids where they can learn safety and

tips for biking around town,” says

Bart Carr, another of Sustainable

Lafayette’s founders.  Also included

will be smart cars, scooters, com-

muter bikes, and a plug-in hybrid ve-

hicle (PHEV). 511.org will be on

hand to promote ridesharing and their

public transportation online trip-plan-

ning guide. 

“The Act Local section of the

Earth Day Festival will host a booth

from Sustainable Lafayette, where t-

shirts and metal water bottles will be

sold,” says Janet Thomas, member of

the Lafayette Environmental Task

Force and a Chemistry and Environ-

mental Science teacher, recently re-

tired from Acalanes High School.

There will also be booths from Sus-

tainable Moraga and the Contra

Costa Solid Waste Authority, where

composting will be highlighted.

There will be stands from the

Lafayette Environmental Task Force,

Voice of the Soil, which will explain

soil testing and amendment. Students

from Acalanes, Campolindo and

Stanley Middle School will also par-

ticipate. 

“Earth Day is an opportunity

to show people that ‘being green’ is

not only about buying green prod-

ucts, but also about choosing to live a

lifestyle closer to one's own commu-

nity for the benefit of the whole,”

says Grant Stubblefield of the Mor-

aga Chamber of Commerce.  Local

merchants displaying their green

products are expected to participate

in that section as well.

Organizers expect hundreds of

people to participate, share ideas, and

learn new ways to live sustainably.

“We are excited to have our commu-

nity focus on Earth Day and we look

forward to neighboring communities

sharing great ideas for making our

cities healthy and sustainable,” says

Steve Richard.
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Dear Editor

Thirty-one years after the release of

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate

Factory the magic continues to live

on through people like Zeina and

¬¬¬Nabil Hissen, owners of Pow-

ell’s Candy Shoppe in Lafayette.

On March 14th, they made dreams

come to life for the children of the

Lafayette’s Special Parents for Spe-

cial Kids group.  Recently Kathi,

the mother of a sweet 6 year-old boy receiving special education services

through the Lafayette School District, and a self-proclaimed big fan of the

movie, contacted Powell’s to see about a visit. This mom was joyfully sur-

prised at the Hissen’s response.  Shortly after her call, her son received a

coveted golden ticket in the mail, inviting him and several special friends

for a before-hours private tour of the candy wonderland.  The friends arrived

full of wonder and excitement as a local Oompa Loompa guided them

throughout the shop and even into the back, where the magic happens.  The

children received a gift certificate to share among themselves and they hap-

pily shopped for Powell treats.  And, to top off the day, the friends got to

meet Mike TeeVee from the original Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Fac-

tory movie!  These special kids enjoyed a day they won’t soon forget, thanks

to Zeina and Nabil Hissen. It was magical for all.  To learn more about the

Lafayette Special Parents for Special Kids group, please visit

www.ufp.com/lafspeced.

J. Smith for Lafayette Special Parents for Special Kids

Dear Editor,

For Willow Spring Church, Easter Sunday will be a celebration of Jesus’

miraculous resurrection, as well as the provision of their new building that

will house Lamorinda’s only church service expressly for youth.

In January of 2008, Willow Spring Church decided that their current facil-

ities were no longer sufficient to provide for their current ministries, or for

the future growth that God had for them.  As the church prayed for an an-

swer from God, a “dedication service brochure” from January 25, 1970

began to shape their prayers: they discovered that the original purpose and

call upon the founders of Valley Church of Moraga was to “worship and

serve God in this community.”  Knowing that God would have to provide

a miracle in order for the church to remain in Moraga, they decided to “walk

by faith and not by sight.” Through many subsequent miracles and trials (in-

cluding a rejection letter from a bank that now hangs in the foyer of the

new building), God rewarded the church’s trust and gave them their new fa-

cility at 1675 School Street.

This acquisition will allow the church to continue their excellence in serv-

ing the community that God loves.  Over the past year alone, they have

served food to the homeless of Berkeley and San Francisco, entertained the

elderly at Aegis of Moraga, cleaned up the Hacienda De Las Flores, do-

nated gifts to the orphans of Haiti, served in Mexico with Rancho De Sus

Ninos, and had over 200 people help wrap presents for the Bay Area Res-

cue Mission. It is because of these and many other efforts, that Willow

Spring was honored to be voted the “Best Place to Worship in Moraga” in

2008 by the U.S. Small Business Association.

Zachary Diestler

Willow Springs Church, Moraga

Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the 
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. 

All published letters will include the writer's name and town (please give us your phone number for 
verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less.  Letters may be edited for length or legal considerations.

email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;    Regular mail:     Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.

Child care is available all year.
1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Lamorinda’s
Religious  Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

1675-1689 School Street, Moraga

www.willowspringchurch.org 

(925) 376-3550

Sunday Service Times: 

Prayer @ 8am, Traditional @ 9am, 

Contemporary @ 10:30am

Weekly Activities:

Wednesday Community Bible Study @ 10am

REVERB (youth) @ 7pm 

Friday Night BLAST! Kids Club @ 6pm

Saturday Night Catalyst (Young Adults) @ 7:30pm

Willow

Spring

Church

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or

one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which we must

limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our

Public Forum section.

Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

Public Forum JOIN IT

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda, 254-3422
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages

10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday, April 5, Regular Worship Schedule

Maundy Thursday, April 9, Worship Service 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday, April 10, Services 12 noon and 7:00 p.m.

(Childcare for ages 5 and younger at 7:00 p.m.)
Easter Sunday, April 12, Services 8:15, 9:30 and 10:45 a.m.
(Childcare for ages 5 and younger from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon)

Easter Breakfast 8:30—11:00 a.m.

433 Moraga Way

Join us for

EASTER!

April 12

8:00, 9:30 or

11:00 am

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette

283-3722  •  www.oslc.net 
Sunday mornings at OSLC:
Classic Worship, 8:15 am
Education Hour, 9:30-10:20 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am 

Voted Best Of  The Best In The East Bay

Free haircut with 
a color service*

*First time clients only
with this ad

“Masters, The True Artists Of
Color, Cut & Style”

Seen In Harper’s Bazaar Magazine

925-939-7425
2400 Olympic Blvd., Suite 4 • Walnut Creek

Adult singles are invited to Easter service on April 12 at
6:00 pm in the chapel followed by dinner in the Davies
room at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox
Dr., Lafayette.   A donation of $6.00 is requested. 
Please RSVP to gerald@LOPC.org

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church (LOPC)

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
Church Services and Sunday School (up to age 20); 10 - 11 AM

Informal Testimony Meeting, Wed 7:30 - 8:30 PM
24 Orinda Way     www.christianscienceorinda.org

Visit our Reading Room and spiritual bookstore
across from the Orinda movie theater.

Lamorinda Earth Day
By Sophie Braccini

Family Fun on Earth Day
(see www.sustainablelafayette.org
for schedule):
- Bicycle safety rodeo.  Children
grade K to 6th are invited to bring
their bike and helmet for free prac-
tice riding through a mini version
of a city street.  Bike and helmet
safety checks.
- Collaborative Art Piece.  An-
other unique feature of the festival
will be a collaborative art piece en-
titled “Our wishes for the world”
where everyone can share their
wishes and actions for creating a
more sustainable World.
- Live Music:  Calaveras - Original
acoustic roots music from this
well-known local band; Laura
Zucker - Local award-winning
singer/songwriter in the style of
James Taylor, Bonnie Raitt, and
Melissa Etheridge;  Michael Black -
Electro-melodic Americana
- Green Movie Shorts – Several
short movies will be shown on a
continuous loop. The Story of Stuff,
the history of food, etc. in room
401
- Alliance for Climate Change Ed-
ucation ~ Presentation Slide show
covering climate change issues
and what kids can do about it.
Speakers:
- Kathryn Lyddan for the Brent-
wood Land Trust.
- Dr. Ellis Jones who has won nu-
merous awards for his work on so-
cial responsibility and global
citizenship.  Dr. Jones is a professor
at UC Davis and the author of the
Better World Handbook and Better
World Shopping Guide.

Deva Rajan and the Moraga Community Garden will sell heirloom
tomato plants in the “eat local” section of the fair     Photo Sophie Braccini

(925) 588-4300
jbarlier@rockcliff.com

(925) 878-6603
stella@rockcliff.com

Julie Barlier Stella Tsakonas

Just Listed in Lafayette

Beautifully remodeled residence on 1.32 acres in Lafayette's Reliez Valley.

4500+/­ Square Feet, four bedrooms, three full baths plus 
two half baths,  library, home theater, expansive lawn, 
gorgeous landscaping, waterfall and vineyard.  
Amazing views of Mt. Diablo.   Lafayette living at its finest! 
Offered at $2,895,000

www.3362JohnsonRd.com

Realtors
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Open Sunday 1-4

DAVID PIERCE
Broker - Realtor

925.254.5984
www.davidpierce.net

david.pierce@prurealty.com

Prudential
California Realty

A Seasoned Broker For These

Challenging Times

#1 Agent & Top Producer
Orinda Office - 2008
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925-283-0323
3329 Mount Diablo Blvd • Lafayette

Monday-Friday 8-5 • Closed Saturday and Sunday
www.gregsautomotiveandmuffler.com

Family Owned Since 1974
Over 34 years of Quality Service you can Trust

Oil & Filter Special
•Oil, Filter & Lube Service 

•Up to 5 Quarts of Oil

•22 Point Safety Inspection 

•Antifreeze & Fluids Check

•Tire Rotation as Needed 

•Inspect Belts & Hoses

•Visual Brake Inspection 

•Test Battery & Charging System

•Consultation on Problems With Your Vehicle

$29.95
Reg. $79.95, you save $50. 

Cartridge filters & diesel extra. Hazardous Waste Fee $3

• Oil and Filter Service
• Brakes 
• Tune-Ups
• 4-Wheel Alignment
• Batteries 
• Tires
• Shocks and Struts
• Radiators 
• Water Pumps

• Belts and Hoses
• Air Conditioning  

R12, R134
• Mufflers 
• Timing Belts
• Exhaust Systems
• Catalytic Converters
• Starters 
• Alternators

• Clutches 
• Axles
• Fuel Injection 

Service
• 30/60/90k 

Maintenance
• We accept most 

extended warranties
• Free Shuttle

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Call today for a 
personal 

Rossmoor tour,     
informational packet 

and 
complimentary
lunch with us.

1031 Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031

TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 

based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

Presidio Exchange Advisors, a branch office of Omni Brokerage, Inc

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300

WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

•    Life in LAMORINDA •
Pamela Halloran,

Broker Associate

Village Associates

(925) 323-4100

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com

Spring is in the air 
- The perfect time to buy or sell in LaMorinda! 

A Fresh Look at Lamorinda Real Estate

Julie Barlier
(925) 588-4300

jbarlier@rockcliff.com
www.JulieBarlier.comRealtors
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Blending both my international experience and local expertise, I have my 
finger on the pulse of Lamorinda.  Visit me on the web at www.JulieBarlier.com.  
Here you will find the latest listings featured throughout the area to help you 

gauge market trends or find the home of your dreams.  
My commitment to you is to make your real estate 

experience a complete success.
Bilingue anglais-français

The food advertising industry

has secrets that have been well

kept from the public, and we thought

it was time for revelations. Unhealth

advocates have crusaded fanatically

to unearth some of the richest, most

sublime foods to indulge in while

enjoying the fact that they are help-

ing certain sectors of the economy -

and your mortality. With shows like

the Food Network’s “Diners, Drive-

Ins and Dives, how can one resist

the dishes like those described

below?

Best Burgers Category:

The Luther Burger – Named after

beloved vocalist Luther Vandross,

he loved this concoction to death – a

bacon cheeseburger served on, in-

stead of a bun – a Krispy Kreme

donut. This is a wonderful way to

have dessert served with your en-

trée. The timing is opportune also, as

it may be “the last supper”.

“El Diablo” Burger – Named in

honor of Lucifer himself by reli-

gious Venezuelan food cart mer-

chants, this multi-layered burger

creation consists of, get ready –

onions, cabbage, fried potatoes, av-

ocado, tomato, meat patty, sausage,

chicken, eggs, bacon, & Roquefort

cheese. No pandering here to capi-

talist regimes’ health dictates! (Also

no worries about which came first –

the chicken or the egg!) The bright

side is – perhaps Chavez will be

overtaken by one of these someday.

(That’s what my Venezuelan rela-

tives probably hope – although this

is unconfirmed, since for their safety

we are not allowed to discuss poli-

tics openly.) 

Best Healthy 

Supermarket Foods Category:

Pepperidge Farm Roasted

Chicken Pot Pie – Labeled as if for

two people but sized for one, this

creamy flaky comfort food is prima-

rily a comfort to the weight loss and

fitness industry, since its consump-

tion (1,020 calories, 64 gms of fat,

and 86 gms of carbs), ensures the

survival of those businesses. 

Quaker 100% Natural Granola,

Oats, Honey & Raisins – Also

known as “Quaker 100% bull----“,

it is vital to appreciate that well ed-

ucated food psychologists spent

money obtaining degrees in word-

ing this very product. “Naturally,”

granola conjures up images of free

spirits in flowery clothing worship-

ping the earth. Strangely enough,

pantry moths, which lay eggs only

in nutritious foods, avoid even the

box this product is packaged in, and

instead go for whole oat berries and

raisins . . .

Pop Tarts Whole Grain Brown

Sugar & Cinnamon – We lost

count after the first 25 “natural ingre-

dients,” and marvel at how “wholly”

full of energy-packed sugars and

trans fats there are to enjoy here. After

your child consumes these, turn on

your computer, sit them at the Pop

Tarts kid-friendly website for games,

and then watch your energetic chil-

dren crash your computer.

Best Baked Foods Category: 

Donuts – Yet another lethal hazard

of police work, donuts are loaded

with about ¼ cup of some amazing

stuff, much more powerful than a

tazer or semiautomatic. To dispense

with the hassle of eating the fluffy

outer parts, simply spoon ¼ cup of

lard into your mouth, savor it slowly

while it melts and coats your teeth,

click your heels together and repeat

the words, “There’s no place like

(the funeral) home, there’s no place

like (the funeral) home…”

Best Beverages Category:

Red Bull – Ole!! This should be the

mandatory refreshment for all airline

pilots. If Captain Sully had imbibed

this heavenly beverage before take-

off, he may have been able to sus-

pend his plane above the Hudson

River, not land in it. Coincidentally,

the investigation of the Miracle on

the Hudson revealed the geese that

became part of the plane’s engine

had been sighted before the flight,

running around in landfill, licking

Red Bull cans. Thinking they were

flying to Nirvana, the feathered

friends took a wrong turn. Banned

in France, perhaps even shunned in

Spain, Red Bull has helped a few in-

dividuals meet their maker sooner

than expected. Happy Flying! Make

your (last) day a Red Bull day.

Jamba Juice Chocolate Moo’d

Power Smoothie – These folks

would like to apologize for the typo-

which occurred when naming their

firm – it was originally slated to be

“Mamba Juice.” An entry-level pub-

lic relations employee partook of

this particular smoothie, with its 30

oz of African cobra-like velvety

smoothness, and was seduced by the

extremely toxic venom aimed at his

head. When his faux pas (and body)

was discovered, the marketers went

forward with the naturalistic, health

food-ish tropical theme, hoping it

would go unnoticed by John Q. Public.

Starbucks Java Chip Frappuc-

cino – Where would a critique of

beverage suppliers be without a re-

view of a coffee that allows one to

drink the equivalent of a cheese-

burger? 650 luscious calories, and

all sucked down in a few minutes.

Extra whip, pleez!

Best Fast Foods Category:

McD’s Chicken Select Premium

Breast Strips – These are the most

elite and expensive MacDonald’s

dollars one could spend. Pair them

with the next item and you have a

well-rounded 1,710 calories. Note –

as a bonus, the well-rounded der-

riere shows up soon thereafter.

French (or Freedom) Fries –

These crisp, salty treats are digested

and then become an exciting new

plastic product called acrylamide,

which then turns into ammonia and

carbon monoxide when broken

down in the stomach. It’s downright

inspiring to know the uses for acry-

lamide – in waste water treatment

plants, and permanent press fabrics.

Thus, fries can be hailed as the “new

generation of preservative.” Had the

Pharoahs only known about these

gems, they could have ordered a

“supersized meal to go”.

Best Carnival Foods:

Snow Cone – There’s nothing like

a carnival to bring out the best in

culinary delights. Like many a par-

ent forced to choose which decadent

snack to allow my offspring to eat,

I’ve opted in the past for this ubiq-

uitous, rainbow-colored chunk of

ice. Infused into said ice are 100

calories of sugar syrup per ounce.

Each snow cone is 12 ounces – uh –

1,200 calories of sugar. 

Funnel Cake - As Marie Antoinette

proclaimed before she lost her head

– “Let them eat f. cake!”

Deep Fried Snickers Bar – Forget

the deep fried Twinkie, this is the ul-

timate! Since carnivals happen only

a few times yearly, go for the king

size. At 700 calories and 44 grams

of fat, it will then take a 35 year old

woman 1 ½ hours to jog it off, or 3

½ hours to walk it off – her choice.

There you have it – a veritable

April Fool’s feast. Hopefully, as The

Who once sang, “We Don’t Get

Fooled Again!”

The Best Foods to Eat
By Dr. Theresa Tsingis, D.C., M.S.

Dr. Theresa Tsingis, D.C., M.S.
has a private nutrition
practice at 89 Davis Rd.,
#180,Orinda. 
Tel. (925)254-1080, Email:
drtsingis@comcast.net

Paint horses are bred for

power and speed, which can cause

back issues, said Davis.  After

working for 25 years with horses,

she should know.  The stallion was

purchased as a rodeo barrel racing

horse and has the potential to be a

real winner – easy to see with his

muscular frame, although she does-

n’t want to put him in a show with

his current health issues.  

Considering the difference

between a first and second place

finish in barrel racing can be

1/1,000 of a second, a chiropractor

visit is enough to make a difference.

Davis feels it’s an investment that

could be worth a $20,000 first place

finish versus $2,000 for second.

Because of their obvious bond, she

also wants Trouble around for a

long and healthy life. 

No stranger to health issues

herself, Leesha Davis was on the

diving team at Sierra College when

she broke her neck on the diving

board last year and was paralyzed

from the neck down.  “She’s lucky

to be alive, with an injury to her C-

3 vertebra, if it was a C-1 or C-2 she

wouldn’t be here,” opined Tucker.

She attributes her amazing recovery

to “stubborn cowgirl syndrome.”

She hit the board while rotating

backward – basically a head on col-

lision.

At one point Dr Tucker asked

the trainer/owner Davis for help

with the adjusting the withers, as he

needed her for stabilization of the

surrounding bones.  “You only

want to move the one that’s stuck,”

said Tucker.  “The vertebrae that’s

stuck, almost always have associ-

ated pressure points that are very

tender to the touch in the surround-

ing region.”

Since Tucker’s visit, Trouble

seems more easy going, laid back,

according to Davis.  The bucking

behavior she had seen for the last

five months has stopped.  Although

Trouble has no official comment,

Davis thinks he’s happier. 

After being in practice for

eleven years, Tucker decided he

wanted to branch out to work on

horses.  To that end he took an ad-

ditional six months of training at a

specialized animal chiropractic

school in Wellsville, Kansas, which

included the study and adjusting of

cats, dogs and horses.

When not making ranch calls,

Dr. Tucker can be found at Lamor-

inda Chiropractic 978 Second

Street, Lafayette or at

equinechiro@gmail.com.

Horse Chiropractor 
Makes Ranch Calls
... continued from page 5



Lori Salamack, Moraga Plan-

ning Director, relayed that request

when the Commissioners expressed

their desire to add more time for the

developer and themselves to con-

sider different options.  From that

point on, the Commission made a

conscious effort to reach a solution

that night.

As far as a green building

commitment was concerned, the

Commission was satisfied with the

offer of the developer’s statement to

make his best effort to reach 90

points on the Green Building Point

System Table.

The other controversial aspect

of the size of the homes was solved

with the adoption of a chart proposed

by Planning Commission Chair

Bruce Whitley to restrict the size of

the homes according to the size of

the lot.  Previously, there was no such

ratio applicable for houses located on

lot larger than 20.000 sq ft (1/2 acre).

Whitley’s chart in fact prohibits any

custom home to reach 5000 sq ft on

the lots as they have been approved

for this development.  

The developer accepted Whit-

ley’s chart, restricting the size of

custom homes.  The PDP also in-

cludes many different plans of semi-

custom homes, which new owners

could build without the need to go

through Design Review Board.

Among them were two plans of

more than 5000 sq ft (not including

the garage) and one of more than

6000 sq ft.  That later was rejected

by the two town advisory bodies,

while the 2 plans above 5000 sq ft

were approved.  

At the end of the meeting,

Lori Salamack reminded the audi-

ence that there was a 10 day period

during which the decision could be

appealed to the Town Council.

Council Member Ken Chew

promptly appealed the decision, say-

ing, “Some new information sur-

faced and it appears that the PDP

presents some inconsistency with

the Town Guidelines.”  The Council

will hear the appeal on April 8 dur-

ing its regular meeting.

Piper agrees, adding that it’s

more difficult for buyers of higher

priced homes to get a loan.  “These

buyers need to be rock solid bor-

rowers with substantial cash re-

serves.”

While President Barack

Obama’s recent housing stability

plan brought the conforming loan

limit back up to $729,750, RPM

Mortgage loan agent Gordon

Steele says that leaves buyers of

homes priced at over $858,000

(with a 15 percent down payment)

out of the cheaper rates and forced

into the jumbo market.  There are

currently 230 homes for sale in

Lamorinda (165 of those are de-

tached single family homes); 159

are priced at over $860,000.

“Right now, there’s not

much of a market for jumbo

loans,” he says.  “Credit score re-

quirements have increased nation-

wide, with jumbo loans having

tighter restrictions.”

While conforming loans

might require FICO (credit) scores

of 620, jumbo loans require a min-

imum of 700 to 720 (a high score,

considering FICO ranges between

300 and 850).  And there are fewer

lenders in the jumbo market today

than a year ago.  But Steele be-

lieves that’s not the real issue.

“Bigger down payments and

higher cash reserves are the

biggest factor,” he says.  “While

conforming loans require two

months of mortgage payments in

reserves, jumbo loans typically re-

quire more.”

And with interest rates on

jumbo loans at least one percent

higher – and already priced more

steeply – payments are much

more.  According to Steele, jumbo

loans are averaging 6.5 percent

versus 5.25 percent for higher bal-

ance conforming loans and 4.75

percent for standard conforming.

“In the past, we were able to

do jumbo loans with 10 or 5 per-

cent down,” Steele says.  “Now,

it’s not happening.”

Piper believes this higher

down payment requirement is

adding to the list of reasons not to

buy.  “Some people are unwilling

to liquidate a portion of their stock

portfolio at a significant loss, while

at the same time knowing they will

have less equity from the sale of

their home to use as a down pay-

ment.”

But it’s not all doom and

gloom.

While prices in other mar-

kets have seen declines of more

than 40 percent, according to a

January 2009 DataQuick report,

Lafayette only saw a year-over-

year 10.1 percent decrease, while

Moraga saw a sales price increase

of 7.9 percent.  Moreover, Steele

says, lenders are really looking to

lend to good borrowers.

Although the average selling

price in Lamorinda is down 20

percent over the last couple of

years, Fazel says, “It’s not a panic.

I think we’re bouncing along the

bottom right now.” 

Fazel is seeing a lot more in-

terest in homes recently.  Addition-

ally, many upper-end owners who

sold their homes last year and who

have been renting will have leases

expiring soon.  “A lot of these peo-

ple who rented last year I think will

be pulling the trigger.”

While Lamorinda is not im-

mune to the recent economic down-

turn, each of the realtors

underscored the area’s resiliency.

“Lamorinda is one of the

most desirable places to live in the

Bay Area.  Great public schools are

a major contributor to our popular-

ity,” Piper says, “and we have lower

inventories because of lack of de-

velopable land.  These facts greatly

benefit our home values.  Lamor-

inda is sure to lead the Bay Area in

a housing market rebound.”

We all love a good sale –

walking into Nordstrom’s

and seeing that perfect black dress

or handsome Armani suit marked

half off. Who can resist such a great

bargain? Well, that’s exactly what’s

happening with some parts of the

real estate market these days. Specif-

ically, banked-owned properties and

“short sales” – those homes selling

for less than their mortgage – offer

tremendous opportunities for bar-

gain hunters. 

Distressed home sales have

soared in Contra Costa County.

More than half of all properties for

sale in east Contra Costa are bank-

owned, and the number is rising rap-

idly in the Lamorinda area – perhaps

around 15 percent today and climb-

ing. There are still values to be had

with properties selling for up to 50

percent discount over previous

prices.

But buying distressed proper-

ties has more than its share of chal-

lenges and pitfalls. There is a lot of

competition for that marked-down

three-bedroom, two-bath rancher in

Lafayette. And working with banks

requires a tremendous amount of

time, patience, fortitude and expert-

ise.  If you’re thinking of venturing

into this arena, here are some tips to

help you succeed:

• Work with a professional. Per-

haps more than any other type of

real estate, distressed property in-

vestments require the expertise of a

professional Realtor with experience

in these transactions. They know

what to look for and what to avoid;

all the financial, legal and disclosure

issues; and how to prepare an offer

in such a way that the bank will even

consider it. 

• Submit a solid offer package.

Your offer package should be thor-

ough, professional and well-docu-

mented.  Loss mitigation specialists

will look for all of the required doc-

uments in a short sale package so

they can move forward with a

proper financial analysis of the pro-

posal. 

• Make a significant downpay-

ment or all-cash offer. Remember,

there is generally lots of competition

for the best property bargains. If you

intend to come out on top, you need

to make the most attractive offer

possible. A large downpayment is

critical and an all-cash offer is the

best of all. If you are financing the

property you should have the loan

approval already from your lender.

In some cases, the bank that is sell-

ing the property may still require

you to go through them.

• Inspections are critically im-

portant. If you’re buying a distressed

home, it’s important to have good

inspections. More often than not,

these properties have significant

neglect or even outright damage.

The previous owners probably did-

n’t have the money to do the ongo-

ing maintenance, let alone any

updating of the property. Many

owners losing their property are

angry and some will take toilets, ap-

pliances, copper piping – literally

anything up to and including the

kitchen sink. In one Lafayette home,

the previous owners even spray

painted the house on their way out

the door!

Buying a distressed property can

prove to be a great investment.

Prices are so low right now that you

could buy a home and rent it until

real estate prices rebound, enjoying

a positive cash flow in the mean-

time. But as I discussed, this is a

complicated area that is fraught with

challenges. The first step is having a

Realtor on your side.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, April 1, 2009Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY12

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from
the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight
weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us by California RE-
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LAFAYETTE

3207 Glenside Drive, $765,000, 3 Bdrms, 1935 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-9-09

3368 Moraga Boulevard, $875,000, 2 Bdrms, 1605 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 3-10-09

1968 Reliez Valley Road, $675,000, 4 Bdrms, 2227 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 2-27-09

24 Sanford Lane, $2,925,000, 5 Bdrms, 5169 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 3-3-09

3527 S. Silver Springs Rd, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2306 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-3-09

1047 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $918,000, 4 Bdrms, 3060 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 3-4-09

3417 Woodview Drive, $1,550,000, 10 Bdrms, 6198 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 3-6-09

MORAGA

61 Ascot Place, $570,000, 2 Bdrms, 1455 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-3-09

728 Moraga Road, $600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1493 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 2-27-09

255 Paseo Bernal, $695,000, 3 Bdrms, 2018 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 3-6-09

ORINDA

110 Crane Terrace, $1,406,000, 3 Bdrms, 2087 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-10-09

34 La Cuesta Road, $1,021,000, 5 Bdrms, 2604 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 2-27-09

101 Upton Road, $735,000, 3-9-09

Lamorinda Home Sales continued

LAFAYETTE     Last reported: 7
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $675,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,925,000

MORAGA Last reported: 3
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $570,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $695,000

ORINDA Last reported: 3
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $735,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,406,000

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

JV LUCAS PAVING

Lic # 195560

Call for 

seal coat 

estimate!

QUALITY  •  INTEGRITY  •  EXPERT WORKMANSHIP
FOURTH GENERATION PAVING COMPANY

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis & Sports Courts
• Parking Lots
• Subdivisions
• Seal Coating

925-283-8027
RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL

Kurt Piper’s

2009 Lamorinda
Listings and Sales(925) 254-0505

3518 Hamlin Road

Offered at $1,850,000

916 Colina Court

Offered at $575,000

858 Reliez Station Road

Offered in the $800s

42 Knox Drive

Offered at $799,000

667 Glorietta Blvd.

Offered at $1,085,000

1750 Reliez Valley Road

Offered at $929,000

21 Eastwood Drive

Offered at $1,025,000

990 Condit Road

Offered at $939,000

For results you can count on call
Kurt Piper @ (925) 253-2527
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A beautiful, spacious home and club lifestyle
the entire family can enjoy. A formal, light-
filled living room, updated eat-in granite
kitchen, spacious family room with two sets
of French doors. Huge master suite offers
privacy and seclusion with its high ceilings,
sliding glass doors and deck overlooking the hillside with the
stone fountain’s soothing sounds below. 

Two additional bedrooms, full bathroom and laundry are
conveniently located on the main level. A Formal dining room
opens to the garden and fountain. Newly carpeted and painted for
a move-in, fresh look. This home offers wonderful opportunities
for family gatherings and interaction as well as an innovative
layout that allows for peaceful privacy.

Ignacio Vega
Office: (925) 254-0505
Cell: (925) 216-5580
ivega@villageassociates.com

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

103 Merion Terrace, Moraga Country Club

Ignacio Vega

Offered at $959,500

Baths - Kitchens - Room Additions - Finish Carpentry - Repairs
925.631.1055  •  www.MVCRemodeling.com

RESIDING AND SERVING LAMORINDA

Li
c#

 6
81

59
3

Michael VerBrugge,
Moraga Resident

IT’S APRIL IN LAFAYETTE IN ORINDA AND MORAGA TOO!

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

www.villageassociates.com   •   www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

HOMES PEOPLE TOGETHER

925-254-0505
aprilmat@comcast.net

Distressed Properties Offer Good
Investment Opportunities 
But Beware of the Pitfalls and Challenges
By Val Cook-Watkins

Val Cook-Watkins, Manager of
Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage’s Orinda offices, provides
the above tips. A 30-year real es-
tate veteran, Watkins oversees a
talented team of 78 real estate
professionals in the East Bay.
Her offices are located at 5 Mor-
aga Way and 2 Theatre Square,
Suite 211, in Orinda. She can be
reached at 925-253-4600 or by
e-mail at
vcookwatkins@cbnorcal.com.

Palos Colorados Precise Development Plan Approved, But…
...continued from page 3

Proper Pricing Key Factor in Quicker Home Sales
... continued from page 1



Artisan Bistro Opens on Brown, 962-0882 - www.ArtisanLafayette.com

Artisan Bistro opened in the space formerly occupied by Gigi on March 10th at 1005 Brown Ave under the new

ownership of John Marquez. Marquez has had a very successful career as a chef at Fringale in San Francisco, as a

chef de cuisine at Coi in San Francisco, and he has worked with Thomas Keller at Per Se in New York  and at the

French Laundry in Yountville.  “I chose Lafayette because the residents are restaurant savvy,” says Marquez, “and

because it’s close to my Walnut Creek home.”  Marquez changed the décor and completely redid the kitchen.  His

cuisine’s style is definitely Californian, using French techniques to magnify the organic local ingredients he uses.  “We

chose a distinct sustainable approach to our offering, including the wine,” says the Chef.   The dishes include herbed

rack of lamb with carrot puree and balsamic potatoes, duck breast and leg confit with fennel and orange, and salmon

tartar.  At lunch a great variety of salads and sandwiches are served.  

Lafayette Bookstore and Knoxx Partner to Provide Tasteful Reading

Linda Grana and Dave Simpson, owner of the Lafayette Bookstore, have been doing book presentations to book

clubs for years, up to 50 times a year.  The new idea is to open the presentation to the public and to partner with the

business across the street, Knoxx restaurant, to offer an even more enjoyable experience.  “Our book talks are always

casual and interactive,” says Simpson, “so bring a friend and get together with other book lovers for an afternoon of

literary conversation at Book Talks at Knoxx.”  He and Grana will be presenting about 20 books they’ve just read,

some of which are not out in the public yet.  The idea of partnering with Knoxx is an offshoot of the Try Lafayette

First campaign.  “It is a good way to cross promote each other,” says Gary Singh, Knoxx’s owner, “we will sample

some of our foods so people will get to know us better and at the same time they will hear about great books they can

get across the street.”  “Yes, there is no more efficient public relations than cross-publicizing,” confirms Simpson who

had been looking for a way to open the book club talks to the public for a while.  He confirms that he and Grana

will continue to present to book clubs, while offering the public sessions at Knoxx about once a month.  After

the first run on March 26, the second talk is scheduled for April 30th, at the same time of 3 to 4:30 p.m. at

Knoxx, 576 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette.  For more information call the bookstore at 925-284-1233 or email

at mail@lafayettebookstore.com.

Wolf Camera (Now Ritz) to Close Half of its Stores

The almost 100 year old private company was bought by Ritz Camera in 2001 when it filed for bankruptcy.  Now

Ritz, one of the largest retail camera and photo chains in the United States with approximately 1,200 locations,  filed

for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in February of 2009, resulting in the closure of half of the group’s stores na-

tionwide.  Ritz Headquarters declined to give any details or comments at this time.  The Moraga store closed late in

March 2009, the Lafayette store is still in operation.

Owners of the Rheem Theater Expand to Orinda

Jim Sheehan and Tom Peterson, the two partners currently running the Rheem Theater in Moraga, confirmed that they

have reached a verbal agreement with the landlord of the Orinda Theater to take over the landmark.  “It will take a

few more weeks before it’s all signed, but it looks like no one is throwing a monkey wrench at the deal right now,”

says Sheehan.  The two partners believe that owning the two theaters will allow for more diversity and better syn-

ergy between the  establishments.  “Overall we will have seven different displays to offer Lamorinda residents a mul-

tiplicity of choices,” believes Sheehan.  Further details will be divulged in the summer. 

Lafayette’s Top Realtor, Dana Green of J. Rockcliff Realtors’ Lafayette Office, Earns Top 1% Honors and

Achieves GRI Designation, 3799 Mount Diablo Boulevard, Suite 100 - 339.1918

Green has also recently earned the highly regarded Graduate Realtor Institute (GRI) designation

having successfully completed an intensive, comprehensive course of training providing her with

an additional array of skills and expert services with which to serve her clients.  A native of

Lafayette and a second-generation Realtor, Green augments her real estate career by donating

time, energy and leadership skills to a variety of local organizations such as the Lafayette Jun-

iors where she is a past president as well as the founder of that organization’s popular Kitchen

Tour event.   Green has been recognized for her volunteer work with Lafayette School, and also

donates a portion of each transaction to Lafayette Art & Sciences Foundation.   

Lafayette Tree & Landscape completes Contra Costa Green Business Program

P. O. Box 1116 Lafayette - 284-7816 - www.laftree.com

Lafayette Tree & Landscape has won official recognition from the Bay Area Green Business Program for its long-

standing environmental practices. “We’ve always focused on doing the right thing environmentally when it comes

to running our business,” said Thomas Raeth, the owner of Lafayette Tree & Landscape, “we have solar power, make

an effort to conserve water, with smart controller technology, and electricity, recycle and take many other steps to tred

lightly on the environment.” Raeth explains that the practices carry to the landscape projects, so their customers ben-

efit from the company’s green expertise in every project they take on. “Sometimes the green choices we make are

something simple, but we also have the depth of experience to install some high-tech irrigation systems that can re-

ally save water and money over time. The key to going green is looking at projects from top to bottom and making

choices that are environmental and cost effective.”  The Bay Area Green Business Program verifies that businesses

meet higher standards of environmental performance. Their partnership of government agencies and utilities helps

local businesses comply with all environmental regulations and take actions to conserve resources, prevent pollution,

and minimize waste. 

News from the three Chambers of Commerce

Tri-Chamber Mixer on Tuesday, April 7, 5:30 to 7 p.m: Tri-Chamber Mixer with Lafayette, Moraga & Orinda Cham-

bers, Douglah Designs 3577 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

The tradition of a Lamorinda Chamber Mixer is gradually settling in.  This time the meeting will be hosted by Douglah

Designs a full service design firm and tailored remodel consultant, at their Mt Diablo Blvd. showroom. This is a

great opportunity to meet and mingle with Chamber neighbors.

Lafayette Chamber

• Shop Lafayette working group meeting on Tuesday April 14 at 8 a.m. in the Chamber Conference room.

• Green committee meeting on Wednesday April 15 from 11:45, 

Lafayette Chamber and bring your own lunch.

• New member reception on Thursday April 16, hosted by Bank

of the West, 3583 Mt. Diablo blvd. 5:30 to 7 p.m.

• Business Issues Committee, Friday April 24 at 8 a.m. 

Chamber conference room.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce

• The Community Faire will be held on May 9 from 11 to 4 p.m. in the 

Rheem Shopping Center.  For a registration form go to 

www.moragachamber.com/events. 

• Chamber mixer on Tuesday April 28 at 6 p.m.  After talking about 

“Constant contact” and How to optimize your web site, the next 

meeting will focus on networking.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce

Orinda Chamber Luncheon, Friday, April 24, Noon to 1:30 at the Orinda

Country Club, 315 Camino Sobrante. Luncheon Presentation: Guest Speaker

Lee Ann Kleinfelter, owner of Keeping Order, is an expert in implementing

personalized time-saving strategies for corporate executive and business lead-

ers. She is a member of the National Association of Professional Organizers

and a certified "Eyes of a Stranger" assessment consultant. Cost $30.00 –

Please RSVP 925-254-3909.

Believe it or not, commercial food

waste is the second largest

stream of waste in our suburbs, after

green waste.  According to Paul

Morsen, Executive Director of the

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Au-

thority (CCCSWA) it represents

19.7% of what ends up in the landfill.

These are produced by restaurants, su-

permarkets (whether they offer cater-

ing or not), schools, retirement homes

and more, and right now these com-

mercial sites have no recycling obli-

gation.  

“We had been looking for a

way to reduce this important stream

at a reasonable cost,” said Morsen,

“in San Francisco this is done by the

NorCal Waste Authority but at a cost

that would be too high for our region.”

Then, during one of his professional

meetings, the Director talked with one

of his associates at the East Bay Mu-

nicipal Utility District (EBMUD) and

found out that the agency was running

a digester that transformed the sludge

from polluted water into electricity

(capturing methane) and creating soil

covering material, and that this unit

was running under capacity.

Now if CCCSWA could trans-

fer its commercial food waste to

EBMUD, it would turn it into elec-

tricity and fertilizer as well.  To that

end, two things needed to happen:

First, convincing the producers of the

waste to sort it themselves, and then

to find a place and material to grind

the waste small enough for EBMUD

to process.

CCCSWA decided to run a

pilot of some 30 locations along high-

way 680, including one Lafayette lo-

cation: the Duck Club restaurant at the

Lafayette Park Hotel.  “We thought

our restaurants could sort at the

source,” says Morsen, “now we have

more people ready to go than we can

accommodate.”

Everything in the kitchen of the

Duck Club at service time has to be

fast and efficient.  If sorting trash be-

tween compostable and non-com-

postable items could be made here it

had to be very practical and not add

any extra tasks to the cooks.  “I was

aware of the recycling in the restau-

rant in San Francisco,” says Lafayette

Park Hotel General Manager Tony

Eichers, “and as I was looking for a

solution for us; I heard of CCCSWA

pilot, it was a perfect opportunity.”

The practical solution was

found in the installation of tall green

trash bins that sit by each workstation.

“Our staff was very easy to train,”

says Chef Chuck Courtney, “first of

all they all knew about recycling and

were eager to contribute; we found the

right ergonomics and the program has

been running flawlessly.”  “The new

bins improved my productivity,” says

young cook Joseph Zarati, “the height

is better, it is very easy to just slide the

scraps in.”  Another bin is located by

the station where dirty dishes are re-

turned, but there are rarely scraps to

be had there.

The cost for CCCSWA is right

too.  “The charge for us is reduced,”

says Morsen, “so it is really a win-win

solution.”  The tipping fee for waste

is $52.50 a ton while EBMUD

charges $32.50 a ton to dispose of the

food waste.  To that cost needs to be

added the grinding and transportation,

but Morsen does not anticipate an in-

crease in rates.

The pilot will progressively be

extended to all of the commercial

clients of CCCSWA over the next

year. “Commercial food waste recy-

cling is a priority for Orinda and the

entire CCCSWA,” says Orinda Coun-

cil Member Victoria Smith who sits

on the Board of the agency, “we very

pleased with the initial results (the

pilot) and the growing interest in the

program.  I understand from the

CCCSWA staff liaison, Bart Carr, that

there is a waiting list of volunteer

restaurants that want to participate.

The benefit to the environment is

enormous; not only do we remove

large quantities of food waste from

the landfill, but we turn it into energy

to power the EBMUD plant.  In 2010,

the pilot program should be expanded

into the Highway 24 corridor into

Lamorinda.”  

The biggest commercial food

waste producer in CCCSWA territory

is Saint Mary’s College.  Matt Carral,

the Sodexho Director on campus, has

expressed a great interest in partici-

pating; now CCCSWA has to figure

out a route that will include the pas-

toral location.
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business briefs

Moraga Rotary Is Hosting An
Open House!

Come and learn what it means to be a Moraga Rotarian.

Learn About:

• Our History

• Our Local Projects

• Our International Projects

• How to Become a Member

moragarotary.org

Saint Mary’s
College

Soda
Center

Moraga 
Library

Commons
Park

Rheem
Blvd.

M
or

ag
a

Ro
ad

St. M
ary’s Road

Please join us for a hosted lunch at our open house on:

Tuesday, April 14th, 2009 at Noon
at ...  

Saint Mary's College, in the Soda Center

Please RSVP: Let us know if you will be attending the Open House

by phone, Day: (925) 376-2244 Night: (925) 631-0725
or

by email, Mike@MikeisThere.com
(Limited Space Available)

We are looking forward to seeing you there!

Moraga Rotary has been serving the community since 1967

Experience Counts
FREE information on: 

•Bank owned homes
•Short sale opportunities
•Market evaluation
•Staging ideas
•Service provider directory
•Neighborhood sales

4 bed, 3 bath (3050 sf) on .37 acres    $1,350,000

54 Altarinda Drive, Orinda    Open Sunday

]A eÉv~vÄ | y y

5 bed, 4.5 bath (5000 sf) on 2.6 acres   $1,838,000

3954 Quail Ridge Road, Lafayette
Open 

Sunday

PATTY & GENE CRONIN
BROKER. CRS
925.872.3842
www.pattycroninproperties.com

HOLLY HENKEL
SRES

925 360-2390
holly@hollyhenkel.com

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

10% OffAny Job with This Ad!

• Troubleshoot any computer problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• In-home or drop-off service available.

“Over the years 
techmommy has been our computer 

savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.

Thank goodness for techmommy. 
We would be lost without her!”

– Dan & Colleen, Moraga

CCCSWA Turns Commercial Food Scraps Into Electricity
By Sophie Braccini



When school districts are

faced with budget

crunches, music programs (and the

arts in general) are often quickly

cited as “expendable.”  Not so in

Lamorinda.  

Lamorinda districts and their

partner organizations continue to

recognize the arts as an integral

part of overall community growth.

Along with parents, school districts

and the greater communities, the

Educational Foundation of Orinda,

the Lafayette Arts and Science

Foundation, and the Moraga Edu-

cation Foundation continue to

demonstrate their strong belief in

the value of music in our commu-

nities.

At the 26th Annual Lafayette

School District Band Festival last

week, Stanley Middle School Band

Director Bob Athayde said, “LASF

is the most positive, and to my

knowledge, the most effective of

any organization helping with pub-

lic school music.”  

The audience in the packed

gymnasium erupted in applause.

Yet even with the strong

community support for music in

Lamorinda, there can be chal-

lenges.  While many students have

the opportunity to join the band, the

orchestra or the choir in elementary

school, when Lafayette and Mor-

aga students enter sixth grade,

they’re only allowed one elective

and they have to make a choice.  

Lafayette mother Patricia

Kuan, whose fifth grade twins will

head to Stanley Middle School

next year is torn with the decision.

“My kids are very creative and they

really want to try an elective called

FACETS,” she said.  While her son

plays the violin and her daughter

plays the flute, Kuan and her hus-

band decided to let the kids take

sixth grade off from music and re-

turn to it in seventh grade when

they can choose two electives.  

Kuan said it’s still hard to

give up music, even for a year.  

By contrast, Orinda Interme-

diate School sixth graders have two

elective choices.  OIS Band Direc-

tor Greg Mazmanian is grateful.

“We’re pretty fortunate in Orinda,”

he said.  

Joaquin Moraga Band Direc-

tor Adam Noel has felt the effects

of the single elective choice in sixth

grade.  He encourages kids to stick

with music if they can.  Noel said

the rate at which society is moving

often makes music a more difficult

commitment.

“I find it increasingly diffi-

cult as everything is speeding up

and there are more choices,” he

said.  “You can’t do music quickly.

Music takes time.  You have to be

willing to spend the small amount

of free time you have on music.  

Mazmanian agrees that

music becomes an increasingly

bigger commitment as the years go

on. “As (students) get older, they

notice they have to practice every

day,” he said.  “There is a discipline

involved so, of course, there’s

going to be some fallout.  If you

want to attain excellence, it re-

quires discipline.” 

And music is challenging.  

Mazmanian likened per-

forming on stage to publicly tak-

ing a math test.  Generally tests are

taken privately so there is great

pressure to perform well when

“tested” on stage.  Mazmanian

continued by saying, “It’s (music)

not just for the brain but for the

soul as well.  Music is very emo-

tional.”  

For those weighing what to

choose, Noel said, “As parents we

really need to remember that we’re

the ones with the cognitive ability

to have foresight.  We need to

make sure that our kids are mak-

ing the decisions that will result in

them (growing) into the kind of

adults they want to be.  They

should enjoy their childhood but

not ignore that larger part of life

that is adulthood.  Music is a long-

term investment that will pay off

in the end.  

I’ve never met anyone that

says, ‘I’m really glad I can’t play

an instrument now,’” finished

Noel. 

More than 300 students at-

tended the Orinda Rotary

Club’s annual Miramonte Career

Night at Miramonte High School

last week to listen to panelists from

10 industries including Architecture

& Design, Business & Entrepreneur,

Technology & Computers, Engi-

neering, Law, Media/Communica-

tions, Performing Arts and Science,

Government & Politics, and Med-

ical/Health Care. 

The Government & Politics

panel included Orinda Mayor Sue

Severson, Orinda City Clerk

Michele Olsen, and Orinda Police

Detective Nate McCormack.  The

Medical/Health Care panel included

a chiropractor, a veterinarian and

nursing professor.

Two of the most popular ca-

reers for students were “green” jobs

and those involving healthcare.

Environmental engineer Re-

becca Overacre sat on the engineer-

ing panel along with a civil and a

mechanical engineer.  She said she

chose her career because “I’m good

at math and science and I wanted to

protect the environment.”  

Overacre went the “environ-

mental science route” in her under-

graduate studies.  Once she got into

the field, she realized the environ-

mental engineers were actually

doing what she wanted to do, so she

returned to school and received her

graduate degree in Environmental

Engineering and now works entirely

on municipal water and sewer.

The attendance in the Med-

ical/Health Care session was so high

that attendees recommended a larger

room for that industry next year.  

Business & Entrepreneur

moderator & Rotarian Henry Gan-

net was envious, and joked, “(Our

Panel) hasn’t been doing well lately

because I’m a realtor and (Jeannie

Rhodes) is a financial planner.”

Located in 10 separate class-

rooms, each panel member made a

5-minute presentation and then

opened up for questions.  

In the Business & Entrepre-

neur session, students asked the pan-

elists what their inspiration is for

getting up in the morning and if any

of them went to graduate school.

One student pointedly asked “What

do you dislike most about your

job?”

The Business & Entrepreneur

panelists said regardless of the eco-

nomic situation, you need to be a

good listener.  “It’s my job to listen

well enough to do a plan for (my

clients),” Rhodes said.  

“You need to be a good lis-

tener – not to what you want to hear

but to what they’re trying to say,”

Joe Shamash added.

Many of the students got extra

credit for attending Career Night.  

“Teachers who teach classes

in fields that are represented gener-

ally give extra credit,” said Mira-

monte College and Career

Coordinator Eloise Schneider.  “We

try to make a connection between

what (panelists) do and what we

teach.” 
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Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley • Camino

Pablo Campolindo  •  Contra Costa Jewish Day School • Del Rey

Donald L. Rheem • Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary  • Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy

Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow

Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

19 Altarinda Rd., Orinda, CA  94563 925.254.7553 www.orindaacademy.org

COLLEGE PREP • GRADES 8–12 
RICH ACADEMICS • INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT

OPEN
HOUSE,

APRIL 15, 
7 - 9 PM
CALL TODAY 

FOR A PERSONAL
TOUR

Summer program available

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

93 Moraga Way Ste 103 • Orinda • kallst@aol.com • www.mariannegreene.com

3231 Quandt Road

Marianne Greene
Broker

Cell: (510) 604-7358

Charming ranch style home with lots of updating: including dual-paned
windows & two new bathrooms. This home has 3 br,3 full ba, formal
living and dining rooms, laundry room, play room plus an office. 
Level .27 acre lot with mature landscaping, fruit trees 
and a pool. Walk to Springhill and Acalanes schools. 

Offered at $1,075,000

NEW LISTING IN LAFAYETTE

Healthcare, “Green” Jobs Most Popular at 
Miramonte Career Night
By Jean Follmer

Mechanical Engineer Lyn Gomes addresses the students while
Environmental Engineer Rebecca Overacre, Civil Engineer Al Saadeh
and Moderator Frank Darling look on Photo Jean Follmer

Huge Support, 
Tough Choices for Many Lamorinda Musicians
By Jean Follmer

Liz Brummel directs the Lafayette Elementary and Springhill Elementary
5th Grade Bands at the recent 26th Annual Lafayette School District
Band Festival Photo Jean Follmer

Education Foundation of  Orinda’s Celebration of  the Arts
Submitted by Stephanie Catron 

The Education Foundation of

Orinda (EFO) will hold its

6th Annual Celebration of the

Arts at 6:30 p.m. on April 14 at

the Orinda Intermediate School.

More than 500 Orinda students

participated in this large-scale

public exposition of student art,

films, instrumental music, choral

music, public speaking and other

talents last year. 

Sponsored by Mechanics

Bank with primary funding from

EFO, the works of art from

Orinda students of all school

ages – including digital photog-

raphy, paintings, sculptures,

woodworking and even student

films – will be prominently dis-

played.  The event will also fea-

ture five performances of the

fourth and fifth grade bands,

middle school chorus and high

school symphonic band, as well

as demonstrations of oratory and

theatrical talents from the highly

acclaimed Miramonte High

School public speaking and

drama programs.  

Moraga Teacher Heads to the Wild

Millie Tang, a fourth grade

teacher at Moraga’s Los

Perales Elementary School, will

join the Earthwatch Institute’s

“Mammals of Nova Scotia” expe-

dition research team in Nova Sco-

tia, Canada led by research

associates from Oxford University

on April 12-25. Tang, together with

other scientists and volunteers, will

assist the researchers on collecting

data on conservation efforts look-

ing into how the changing climatic

conditions and human activities are

putting pressure on the ecosystem,

landscape and wildlife through a

variety of field-controlled experi-

ments and studies.

As part of her educator fel-

lowship, which is sponsored by

Wells Fargo Bank, Tang will use

satellite and internet technology to

connect “Live from the Field” to

her classroom. Her students will

further participate by following

and responding on her daily blog.

Tang says she is looking forward

to sharing her adventure with her

fourth graders:  “This is an excit-

ing opportunity for me to bring

first hand experience on climate

change and environmental aware-

ness studies back into my class-

room.”

In addition to the fellowship,

Wells Fargo Bank will provide a

$200 grant to implement a com-

munity conservation project to fur-

ther engage Los Perales students in

their classroom and in their com-

munity. 

L Borrowman

Linda Kucma
(925) 746-4649

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

*restrictions apply

oneFREEvisit *

Play-Time - Walks - Feeding
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience
Lamorinda

They have partnered with

Girl Scouts of Northern California

– the end result being a kid-friendly

presentation on global climate

change that was well received by

the audience.

A chorus line of charming

Scouts talking about what individu-

ally they are doing followed, for ex-

ample: turning off the computer or

TV when not in use, taking shorter

showers, dressing warmly instead

of turning up the heat, changing

light bulbs to energy efficient com-

pact fluorescents.  One first grader

from Lafayette Elementary said, “I

walk to school because cars are bad

for the environment.”

Fifth grader Samantha Taketa

spoke about the problem of plastic

bags - less than 3% end up being re-

cycled, they aren’t biodegradable

and they strangle sea animals.  She

had a huge ball of 1,000 bags as a

visual aid to demonstrate how

many the average American family

uses in a year.  She humbly suggests

that families choose re-usable tote

bags instead. 

In addition, the Scouts

worked hard on a variety of educa-

tional displays, “By kids, for kids”

illustrating a number of simple con-

crete actions that can make a differ-

ence.  Other displays from Cool the

Earth, Alliance for Climate Educa-

tion, ECO lunchboxes, Kids vs.

Global Warming could be found

along the perimeter of the large

room. 

“After all their hard work and

planning, the girls are very proud of

how well things came together.

They were very excited to see and

hear for themselves how many

great people in our community re-

ally care about the environment and

are already working to bring posi-

tive change! The girls also reported

that they ‘had a blast.’ They are

going to keep ‘telling others’ and

will be at the Lamorinda Earth Day

Festival on April 19 at Stanley Mid-

dle School with their energy, color-

ful displays, giant plastic bag ball

and Action Coupon Books,” said

Troop Leader Johnston. 

Girl Scouts Making a Difference
... continued from page 2



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:  Wednesday, April 1, 2009 15

Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley • Camino

Pablo Campolindo  •  Contra Costa Jewish Day School • Del Rey

Donald L. Rheem • Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary  • Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy

Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow

Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

MUSIC LESSONS
www.musicandart.org

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

35 Honey Hill Road, Orinda                Offered at $1,395,000

Joan Eggers

Fabulous location with privacy and charm 
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, pool, 2,642 square feet. 
Approximately 0.96 acres

Joan Eggers
Broker/Partner

Office: 925-254-0505, Cell: 925-382-4141
jzeggers@aol.com, www.JoanEggers.com

Acalanes High School Academic Decathletes Take Gold
Academic Challenges/Real World Skills
By Lucy Amaral

After months of research, self-

testing, analysis, practice runs

and even power-point Jeopardy, the

Acalanes High School Academic

Decathletes took home the gold at

the 2009 California State Academic

Decathlon, held March 13-16 in

Sacramento.  Coached by Acalanes

faculty members Joe Schottland

and Karen Findlay, the nine decath-

letes took the Division III first place

team award, third place in the

event’s Super Quiz and pulled in 15

individual achievement awards. 

“What makes this competi-

tion unique is that, unlike others

where you focus just on your best

subject, here you need to be well-

rounded in all subjects, as well as

give speeches and do an interview,”

said Schottland.  “(This competi-

tion) stresses not just rote learning.

There are interpersonal skills, inter-

view and speech skills that are im-

portant in the real world.”  

According to California Aca-

demic Decathlon (CAD) rules, each

team is comprised of three students

with a grade point average (GPA)

of 3.75 to 4.00, three with a GPA of

3.00 to 3.74 and three with a GPA

of 2.99 and below.

While Acalanes High School

is known for its academic prowess,

“The Decathlon gives smart stu-

dents who haven’t shone academi-

cally a platform to shine,” said

Schottland.  “Karen and I look

through the PSAT scores, grades

and talk to a lot of teachers.  We

look for those students who are in-

credibly intelligent,” but whose tal-

ents might not be reflected on a

report card, to round out the team.

This competition is not for

the faint of heart, however.  Ac-

cording to the CAD web site, the

decathletes take 30 minute multi-

ple-choice tests in Economics, Art,

Music, Language and Literature,

Mathematics, Science, and Social

Science.  As well, each competitor

gives a pre-written 4 minute speech,

a 2 minute impromptu speech, sits

through a 7 minute interview, and

has 50 minutes to write an essay. 

To prepare, the team met

twice a week to review, test and

prepare.  According to Findlay, a

great deal of work was done outside

the official meetings.  “The students

do a lot of independent work out-

side the classroom, then come in

and teach (their teammates),” she

said.  “You learn more when you

are interactive, so we give students

certain sections to study and they

turn around and teach the other stu-

dents.”

Findlay is quick to point out

the decathlon team did not work in

a vacuum.  “The Acalanes teachers

have been incredibly helpful.  Lan-

guage teachers, English teachers,

anyone who is asked, even a retired

teacher, have come in to give their

time and work with our students.”

With the vast amount of in-

formation needed to compete in

these decathlons Schottland said

that motivation is key and that

every student is motivated by dif-

ferent things.  “Some students are

motivated by success, some by get-

ting medals and ribbons or by the

camaraderie of finding other stu-

dents with similar interests,” he

said.  “Some are motivated by the

fact we have food at our meetings.”

Whatever it took to get them

there, the result was golden.

OIS students rehearse 
"Mulan" directed by Clive Wors-
ley and Yvonne Fuhriman.    
This creative musical adaption
of the Fa family ancestors in an-
cient China will delight audi-
ences at OIS with sweeping
color and memorable songs.  
Showtimes are 
Wednesday, April 22 at 4:30 pm,
Thursday, April 23 at 4:30 pm,
Friday, April 24 at 
5:00 pm & 8:00 pm and 
Saturday, April 25 at 
3:00 pm & 7:00 pm 
at Orinda Intermediate School.
Tickets are currently on sale at
www.showtix4U.com. 

Pictured are decathaletes Helen Wang, Carson Ley, Harrison Kim, Ted
Netland, Sarah Jacobi, Adithi Rajapuram, Sam Haesse, Sheridan Moehle
and David Marquis Photo provided
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PLANTS, TROUT, TREBUCHETS 
AND OTHER SCIENTIFIC PONDERANCES
Submitted by Caroline Tsuyuki, LASF Coordinator, Lafayette Elementary School

What makes leaves green?

If you ask Cora Murray, a

kindergartner at Lafayette Ele-

mentary School, she will tell you

that “leaves get blue from the sky

and yellow from the sun.” Indeed,

it makes sense from a kindergart-

ner’s perspective.  

Not to be outdone, Cora’s

friend and classmate, Katie

Strohmeyer, offers her own opin-

ion.  Katie believes that “the sun

gives out all the colors of the rain-

bow.  Plants like the color green

the best!”  

Cora’s and Katie’s experi-

ment and the work of 391 other

children at Lafayette Elementary

School were the main attraction in

the largest ever Lafayette Arts &

Science Foundation (LASF) Sci-

ence Fair in the school’s history.

This number of participants repre-

sents 86 percent of the school’s

student population.  

The fair spotlighted many

firsts:  a potato cannon (dubbed

“The Spud King”), a homemade

hamster labyrinth, a handcrafted

catapult…excuse me, trebuchet.
First graders created a magnum
opus production showing the Life

Cycle of Trout, the culmination of

an ongoing collaboration of the

Science program at Lafayette Ele-

mentary with the Diablo Valley Fly

Fisherman’s Association and the

California Department of Fish and

Wildlife.  Classic science experi-

ments shared bench space with nu-

merous “kid-ventions” and

teachers initiated class projects that

captured children who typically

did not participate in Science Fairs.  

The success of this year’s

fair is a far cry from the 90 partic-

ipants just two years ago.  Ener-

gizing the student population

required many changes to the fun-

damental requirements of present-

ing.  The biggest change came

with the elimination of the re-

quirement for using only the Sci-

entific Method.  Children are now

allowed to present research posters

and projects on any scientific topic

they are interested in.  

“While the structure of the

Scientific Method helps some stu-

dents with the organization of their

thoughts, it is important for chil-

dren to remain open to different

approaches which come naturally

to them” says Jonathan Winter,

Lafayette Elementary’s science

specialist.  “Children are ‘organic

learners’ who follow their natural

curiosity and make connections

that adults no longer question.”  

One of the best examples of

questions Mr. Winter has heard

was asked by a kindergarten stu-

dent.  Do worms get splinters?

“Answering that question opened

up a whole host of other questions

about worms, adaptations, habitat

and body structure, a proverbial

‘can of worms.’”

Mr. Winter believes that the

most important thing we can do to

teach children science is to foster

a love for and curiosity of how the

world around us works.  “The

foundation we build must be based

on sound science ideas, but enthu-

siasm for learning is crucial and

exposure to hands-on science is es-

sential.”  

This philosophy is shared by

LASF which underwrites Science

Fairs district-wide.  LASF together

with science specialists and class-

room teachers provide Lafayette

students with a three-pronged,

highly-enriched science experi-

ence.  

“Without the demonstrations

and experiments, science is a dead

subject and there’s not much ex-

citement in it,” says Mr. Winter.   

If the numbers at this year’s

LASF Science Fair are any indica-

tion, science is alive and well at

Lafayette Elementary School.

Cora Murray (L) and Katie Strohmeyer (R) share a laugh in
front of their poster at the LASF Science Fair 

Photo courtesy of Kevin Strohmeyer

Grace Dixon (L), LASF volunteer and Lafayette Elementary mom, speaks with
children about the Life Cycle of Trout project she helped coordinate with first
grade teachers.  The large walk-around, walk-through project complete with
river sound effects, drew large crowds at the school’s Science Fair.

Showtime at OIS

2092 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Walnut Creek

(across from Pier 1)

945-7484
www.curvesofwalnutcreek.com

384 Park St.
Moraga

(in the Rheem Shopping Center)

376-0110
www.curvesofmoraga.com

*Participants will have full membership privileges during the study. Available only at participating locations. Participants will be asked
to complete 12 workouts over a 30-day period with no fewer than 3 workouts per week. Registration required for 30-day free
Curves Complete access. See your Curves club for details. Offer available for non-current members only. The diet and fitness
information on Curves Complete is designed for use by women. Offer valid through 5/9/09. ©2009 Curves International, Inc.

CALLING ALL WOMEN!

Be a part of the Curves / Avon Fitness Study:
The largest fitness study for women ever.

SIGN UP NOW - LIMIT 50 WOMEN PER CLUB

YOU WILL RECEIVE:

• A Start and Finish Fitness Evaluation
• 30 Days FREE on CurvesComplete.com the

Complete Solution to Managing your Weight
• Supervised Training from a Curves Trainer

30 Days for $30 *
Work Out 3 Times a Week for 4 Weeks

CALL TO PARTICIPATE BY MAY 9, 2009.

Also ask about our FREE nutrition class
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In the Back YardSchool Calendar
School Governing Board Meetings
Acalanes Union 
High School District 
Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Lafayette School District 
LAFSD Office
3477 School Street, Lafayette
Wednesday, April 15, 2009 at 7:00

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Orinda Union School District 
OUSD Office
8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

Tuesday, April 14  at 7:30

Wednesday, April 15, 2009 at 7:30

Monday, April 13 at 4:00

Photos Cynthia Brian

Accepted, Rejected, or Wait Listed?  
How to Make Your Final Decision
By Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D.

Now that it is spring time, the

letters you’ve been waiting

for are finally coming in the mail.

It’s time for you to make your deci-

sions. So, let’s put the admissions

news in perspective.

Rejected?

Rejection is always difficult

to take.  Parents can be more upset

by a “letter of denial” than their

children.  Students and parents

should realize that rejection from a

particular school is not an indica-

tion of worth or ability.  Colleges

have many reasons for turning

down applicants. Schools must ad-

dress their own needs for an enter-

ing freshman class—factors like

legacy, diversity, sports, and space

in specific degree programs all play

a role.  There is also some random-

ness to the process.  

Wait Listed?

Colleges build wait lists be-

cause not every admitted student

decides to attend.  Colleges wait

until after the May 1 deadline to see

how many students send in de-

posits.  This process is similar to the

way airlines fill their planes!  If too

many students accept admission,

the result can be anything from in-

creasing the number of freshmen in

each dorm to converting student

lounges into bedrooms or using ho-

tels for housing.  Some students get

wait listed and, sometimes, ac-

cepted later or bounced off the

plane!

There is a recent trend toward

longer wait lists.  The depressed

economy could make this trend

stronger.  Private schools are wor-

ried that fewer students than usual

will decide to attend.  There are

many different and conflicting fac-

tors at play. The pool of high school

graduates is slightly smaller this

year than last.  Yet in bad economic

times, more people attend college,

particularly public colleges, rather

than search for jobs.  With so many

factors involved, what should you

do if offered a place on a wait list?

First, remember that accept-

ance from a wait list, especially at

selective colleges, is a long shot.

Don’t let a wait list spoil your ex-

citement about getting ready for

college.  Closure feels better than

emotional limbo. Next, send a de-

posit to one of the colleges where

you have been accepted outright by

the May 1 reply deadline.  Then

check with undergraduate admis-

sions at the school that offered the

wait list option, and get the

specifics.  If the wait list is ranked,

ask about your status.  This is also

a good time to ask about conditions

attached to being wait listed—for

example how does it affect priority

housing or financial aid options?  If

you decide to remain on the list, it is

wise to speak to your high school

counselor.  Your counselor can help

your cause by contacting the school

to convey support for you and your

enthusiasm for attending.  A letter

from you expressing your interest

and any new accomplishments is

also important.  

Accepted?

Many students get into more

than one school.  No matter how

carefully you ordered the schools,

there is often uncertainty about

which to choose.  Going far from

home may become less desirable as

senior year draws to a close.  A

large university may become more

attractive than a small liberal arts

college, if it invites you to join the

honors program.  To decide, review

your original criteria for college se-

lection.  Then revisit your top

choices, including the wait list op-

tion.  Explore the campus, visit

classrooms, have lunch in the cafe-

teria—try to get a sense of the real

life of the school.  Also, carefully

consider the various financial aid

awards.  Check The College

Board’s Compare Your Aid Awards

at www.collegeboard.com.  This

tool also offers an array of financ-

ing options.

Be sure to ask each school

these important questions about fi-

nancial aid:

1. What are the projected tuition

and fee increases for the next

four years?  Compare this to in-

creases during the past four

years.

2. How does the college deter-

mine financial need?

3. Is institutional aid renewable?

Does aid adjust if family cir-

cumstances change?  

4. How do you treat outside

scholarship awards? Do you

reduce loan amounts or grants

by the amount of the award?

What is reduced first?

5. What is the average four year

graduation rate? (Six year rates

are typically reported, but the

school should be able to pro-

vide a four year rate.)

6. What are the principal reasons

students don’t graduate in four

years?

7. What is the average loan in-

debtedness of your students at

graduation?

8. How do you help students pre-

pare for careers (through the

college years) and find em-

ployment as graduation nears?

Remember Your Manners

When the acceptance letter

goes in the mail, other colleges that

accepted you should get a brief

thank you note declining the invita-

tion to attend.  And now you are

truly on the road to college.

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is a cer-
tified college advisor who lives
and works in Lafayette.  Dr. LaS-
cala draws on 22 years of higher
education experience to help
guide and support the college
admissions process for students
and their families.  She has 3
children—one a graduate of Cal
Poly (San Luis Obispo), one a
sophomore at MIT and the
youngest, a junior in high
school.  Dr. LaScala is a member
of NACAC, WACAC and HECA.
She can be contacted at (925)
891-4491 or 
elizabeth@doingcollege.com.

Orinda’s Boy Scout Troop 237 recently honored its five newest Eagle Scouts: Daniel Esquivel, John Holland, 
Ted Alper, Evan Bontemps, and Craig Dathe (pictured L to R). The young men achieved Boy Scouting’s highest
award after completing their individual community service projects, which included helping young inner-city
tennis players and young musicians in Berkeley, and the restoration and improvement of the City of Orinda
Events Board and the Miramonte High School Aquatics record boards. Photo provided

Orinda’s Boy Scout Troop 237 

Digging Deep-Gardening with Cynthia 
By Cynthia Brian

The garden is a love song, a duet between a human being and Mother Nature. --Jeff Cox

Perched along the creek in my

meditation meadow, I sit on

the rickety white wicker chair lis-

tening to the tinkling of the running

water.  I am filled with anticipation

for the beauty of the forthcoming

spring as the creeping blue vinca

major tickle my toes.  Today the

weather is mild.  I inhale the fra-

grance of the freesias while admir-

ing the fields of multi-colored

daffodils and cerulean lupines. The

timid tulips and iridescent Dutch

iris are just beginning to unfurl their

magnificence. The bountiful blos-

soms adorning the fruit trees in my

orchard hint of the abundant harvest

to come.

Yes, I admit, I have a very bad case

of spring fever and am itching to get

my hands deep in the dirt. Although

I thank God we’ve had buckets of

rain throughout February and

March to quench the thirst of a

drought parched earth, I’m ready to

exchange my muddy boots and rain

slicker for my clogs and shorts.  The

words of Tom Waits filter through

my meandering mind, “November

has tied me to an old tree. Get word

to April to rescue me!”

If you are ready to be rescued from

the winter blahs and need a pre-

scription for spring fever, I have a

sure cure. Besides starting seeds in-

doors, I propose preparing for the

warm weather ahead by planning

our garden areas. Have you ever

taken the time to discover what you

really want in your landscape? Dur-

ing April and May, Bay area organ-

izations host a variety of garden

tours. These are great places to

gather ideas for your own backyard.

You’ll have the opportunity to talk

with other like-minded gardeners as

well as take photos to remind you

of the special ingredients you ob-

serve. Check out the side bar for

events in Lamorinda.

In the meantime, you can begin

contemplating your new landscape

designs. Whether you are a do-it-

yourselfer or you prefer to hire a

professional, I’ve compiled a handy

questionnaire to help you create the

garden of your dreams.

To get started, you’ll need a note-

book, a computer, or better yet a

garden journal. Ask yourself the

following questions and record the

responses. It is imperative that you

be honest and accurate with your

answers to insure the best results.

1. How large is your outdoor space?

2. Do you want to design or re-

design the front, sides, and back

yard? Are you starting from scratch,

or will you have to remove old

plantings and debris to create some-

thing new?

3. What types of hardscapes do you

want to incorporate? Examples

would be patios, walls, gazebos,

trellises, pergolas, gates, decks,

fences, pathways, waterfalls, ponds,

fountains, sheds, pool house, con-

servatory, stone, brick, concrete, etc.

4.  What kind of garden space are

you envisioning? Do you prefer

English gardens, formal landscapes,

cottage gardens, serene Asian

styles, natural native plantings, or

something entirely eclectic?

5. Is there a color scheme you’d like

to maintain? I always advocate

bringing the inside out and the out-

side in. What are your preferred

color choices?

6.  How much maintenance are you

willing to enjoy or endure?  Explain

in detail if you are willing to do the

heavy work or you want to spend

only a minimal amount of time plant-

ing, pruning, and caring for your new

yard? There is no right answer here

except what works for you. 

7.  Do you want a lawn area? If so,

are you going to mow the grass?

Have you taken the increased water

expenses into account?

8.  What kinds of trees do you like?

Do you want evergreen trees or de-

ciduous trees?   Would you like to

have flowers and fruit? If you want

a mini-orchard, what are your fa-

vorite fruits?

9. Do you have pets or children you

need to take into account? If you

have young kids, you may want a

sandbox, tree swing, and play area.

If you have teens, it may be better to

have hammocks, horseshoes, and

ping pong. Dogs may need an en-

closed dog run, but if you have a

cat, you’ll probably want to nix that

sandbox and instead provide a tree

you can climb, too! 

10. Is there wildlife in your neigh-

borhood that you must consider–

deer, raccoons, skunks, foxes, or

hawks? You’ll need to think about

your plant list carefully.

11. Do you entertain outdoors? Do

you desire a built-in outdoor

kitchen or a simple barbecue area

and fire pit?

12.  Are you interested in adding any

of the following to your landscape:

• butterfly garden
• cutting garden
• hummingbird garden
• vegetable garden
• herb garden
• rose garden
• fruit orchard
• fragrance garden
• perennial garden
• ponds
• water features
• birdbaths
• garden ornaments
• outdoor furniture
• exterior lighting
• music and sound

13.  List the special needs of your

family and pets (for example, bas-

ketball or sport court, doghouse,

aviary, workshop playhouse, shed,

croquet court, etc)

14. Will you install an irrigation

system? If so, what are your re-

quirements?

15. How much light do you have in

each area? Do you have morning

sun, all shade, hot afternoon sun?

16. Do you want to plant a colorful

garden filled with annuals and

perennials? Do you prefer planting

bulbs and corms? Or do you want a

variety of ground covers, shrubs

and bushes?

17. And finally, the toughest ques-

tion in this economy¬–what is your

budget? Be realistic. It is not just the

cost of the trees, flowers, and

bushes, you’ll need to include top-

soil, soil amendments, compost,

labor, fertilizer, and water. 

FUSE Bay Area Fashion
MAGAZINE

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mature Women

wanted for paid Print ads, Fashion runway

shows, and Catalogue work.

Amateurs welcome,
In-House training program available for a fee.

For audition time call 925-705-7900
or to speak directly with our creative 

director - Penelope call 415-532-5833

www.fusebayareafashion.com
1475 No. Broadway Suite 250, Walnut Creek

CASTING CALL!
April 3rd - 24th
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Download “Your” story from 
www.lamorindaweekly.com

In the Back Yard
•

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 18 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured Lic. #702845

Garden Lights landscape &
pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

OLIVE BRANCH ENGINEERING
Specializing in difficult jobs...with over 25 years of
experience in structural concrete and excavation.

STRUCTURAL CONCRETE
BRIDGES
RETAINING WALLS
BOX CULVERTS
ROADWAY EXCAVATION
BUILDING PADS
SLOPE REPAIRS
CREEK STABILIZATION
EROSION CONTROL
FRENCH DRAINS

JEFF WALKER
Owner/Operator

General Engineering Contractor Class A License 809490

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

925.330.1956
www.olivebranchengineering.com

Cynthia’s Digging Deep Gardening Guide for April
“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt." Margaret Atwood

Now the fun begins. You actually get your hands dirty. Before you start your spring gardening, make sure

to clean and sharpen your tools. Spring forward and cure the fever.

• PRUNE wisteria before it leafs out to promote flowering.

• REMOVE old foliage around the new growth of perennials. Keep compost a few inches away 

from stems to prevent disease and rotting.

• PLANT frost tender plants such as bougainvillea, hibiscus, ground covers, and citrus as the weather 

warms. Also choose from the list I provided to add a bit of color. Try planting tomatoes in containers.

• RESEED lawns that are sparse or put our new sod. 

• CUTTINGS can be taken from geraniums, carnations, fuchsias and many succulents.  

• START seeds of your favorite flowers indoors if the weather is still chilly, then transplant outside 

as the soil warms.

• BAIT the snails and slugs who will hungrily devour any new seedlings. Pick them off plants by hand, 

use copper barriers, or get them drunk with bowls of beer.

• HOSE off any aphids.  Place paper-cups around transplants to discourage cutworms.

• BUY ladybugs at your garden center for natural insect hunting.

• DANDELIONS are edible and nutritious. Wash and add to a salad. If they are overtaking your 

lawn, spray with vinegar.

• FERTILIZE fall-planted bushes, citrus, roses, lawns, and ground covers.  All annuals require a monthly 

shot of fertilizer. Learn what the N–P–K mean and read all labels before applying any purchased product.

• FEED your rhododendrons now and again after blooming in May. 

• FLOAT camellias in a bowl. Camellias are in their full glory for just a few more weeks, so bring 

them indoors to enjoy.

• PREPARE your vegetable garden for planting. Add the compost from your bins and enrich the soil.

• ROSES are blooming again. Make sure to deadhead to keep the fresh buds coming.

• SUMMER annuals are now stocked in the nurseries.  Get there early for the best selection.

• COMPOSTING is still important.  Keep adding to your pile or bin, turning, and watering for rapid 

processing. Kitchen scraps are good for composting. Re-using natural materials and applying organic 

mulches is safer for all living organisms including you.

• CUT branches from your flowering fruit trees to use in the house as natural mood lifters. A flower a 

day keeps depression away!

• CHILDREN love the outdoors. Dig together and teach them about photosynthesis and pollination.

Happy Gardening to You!

©2009 Cynthia Brian

The Goddess Gardener

www.GoddessGardener.com

Cynthia@gardeningwithcynthia.com

Cynthia Brian is available for presentations and

consultations by calling 925-377-STAR.

254-3713

- Open Daily -

NurseryMcDonnell

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Shop early 
and earn 

McDonnell BUCK$!

For every $10 you spend in 
March and April you earn one 

McDonnell Buck (10%).
Redeem your Bucks in August.

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

-A Sure Cure for Spring Fever

Once you have recorded your an-

swers, you’ll want to drive around

your neighborhood. Lamorinda

boasts many micro-climates, but if

you choose plants that thrive in

areas near your home, most likely

the same plants will do well in your

garden as well.  If you choose ex-

otic plants and they don’t survive,

chalk up the experience as an ex-

periment. As I’m famous for quot-

ing,  “there is no failure in

gardening because failure is fertil-

izer. Put your mistakes on the com-

post pile, and grow a new garden.”

Here’s a selection of my favorite

plants that generally grow well in

Lamorinda and can be planted as

soon as the last frost is over and the

soil has warmed. This list is by no

means complete. Do visit your local

nursery to see what is hardy and in

stock for spring.

Achillea
Anemone
Artemisia
Aquilegia
Aster
Astilbes
buddleia
Campanula
Clematis
Coreopsis
Daylily
Delphinium
Dianthus
Dicentra 
Digitalis
Euphorbia
Fall bulbs
Fern
Gaillardia
Geraniums

Helleborus
Heuchera
Hollyhock
Hosta
Hydrangea
Lavandula
Liriope Muscari
Lupine
Monarda
Ornamental
Grasses
Pansy
Penstemon
Phlox
Rudbeckia
Salvia
Sedum
Shasta Daisy
Veronica
Viola

Read the Labels
Fertilizing begins this month. Do

you know what N–P–K mean?

Plants need different elements to

boost their growth and blooms. N

is for Nitrogen, which stimulates

leaf formation and gives plants

their healthy green glow. P is for

Phosphorus, which encourages

root formation. Sturdy roots sup-

ply beautiful flowers and fruit set.

K is for Potassium, which pro-

motes hardiness and disease re-

sistance. The three numbers that

appear on fertilizer labels indicate

the percentage of Nitrogen, Phos-

phorous, or Potassium. 

For example a 5-10-15 means

that the package of fertilizer in-

cludes five percent Nitrogen, ten

percent Phosphorus, and fifteen

percent Potassium, also called

Potash. A listing is required by

law on all organic fertilizers as

well as synthetic and chemical

products.

Spring is the time of new

birth. We get energized and ex-

cited as the weather warms. Get

off the couch, get into the garden

and dig deep.  The season of life

is beginning anew. 

Thursday, April 16th–Moraga

Garden Club will be hosting its an-

nual salad luncheon April 16th for

members and their guests. Cynthia

Brian will be the featured speaker.

The topic will be ‘Please Eat the

Daisies.’ New members are being

accepted. If you are interested,

please contact Pat 376-4675.

Friday, April 17th -Montelindo

Garden Club Meeting- 9:30am,

Speaker at 10:30. The meeting is

free and welcomes guests.  The

meeting location will be changed for

April only to The Gardens at

Heather Farms, 1540 Marchbanks

Dr., Walnut Creek. Speaker: Brian

the Orchid Guy  will speak about

Orchids. Website:  

www.montelindogarden.com

email: montelindogarden@aol.com

Saturday, May 2nd–Through the

Garden Gate Garden Tour-10am -

3pm, rain or shine. Moraga Junior

Women's Club's 6th Annual

Through the Garden Gate 2009 Gar-

den Tour and fundraiser for UCSF

Children’s Hospital Child Life Serv-

ices Showcasing 6 spectacular Lam-

orinda Gardens. $30/Ticket Box

Lunch $10. Buy tickets at

www.moragajuniors.org.  Tickets

also available through Moraga Jun-

ior Women's Club members or at

Across the Way, McDonnell Nurs-

ery, and Orchard Nursery.

Sunday, May 3rd– Bringing Back

the Natives Garden Tour. As usual,

the free self-guided tour will take

place on the first Sunday in May.

Sixty beautiful native plant gardens

will be open. (Please DO NOT visit

these gardens on Sat., May 2, as the

hosts will be busy preparing for the

event on the following day.)  Reser-

vations required. More information

at: http://www.bringingbackthen-

atives.net/selftour.html

GARDEN TOURS and EVENTS for April and May

Photos Cynthia Brian

Not to be missed
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Summer Camp
Husky House at Happy Valley School in Lafayette

Pre-K Camp AND 1st – 6th Grade Camp

If you’re looking for a camp that is:

SAFE, FUN-FILLED and FLEXIBLE…
we’re the right camp for you!

Arts & Crafts, Sports, Group Games, inflatable water slides and more!!!
OPTIONAL Field Trips to GOLDEN SKATE, PUMP IT UP and other GREAT local attractions!

OPTIONAL Specialty classes in Ceramics, Carpentry and more!

June 15th–August 14th, Monday–Friday, 8:30am–5:00pm
PLUS - extended care available: 7:30-8:30am and/or 5:00-6:00pm!

Everything Under the Sun

GET YOUR PACKET TODAY
(925) 283-7100

www.huskyhouseforkids.org Lic # 073401984

skills for life
Since 1961

Year-round 
swim lessons

in 90°- 92° water

1075 Carol Lane  •  Lafayette (off Mt. Diablo)
www.shermanswim.com

Openings

Now!

Sherman Swim School
swimming: 9 month to adults

private & semi-private, all levels

diving: 7 yrs & up, 
beginning to team

Voted “Best of East Bay”by Diablo Magazine

925-283-2100

JULIE FOUDY SPORTS LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

WHERE SOCCER AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING UNITE...
Unique residential week long academies for girls 12-18.

Learn soccer skills & leadership strategies you can cultivate for life.
Learn the secrets of top athletes and successful leaders.

DATE SITE LOCATION

JUNE 28 - JULY 3 PEDDIE SCHOOL HIGHTSTOWN, NJ

JULY 12 - 17 McDONALD’S HQ CHICAGO, IL

JULY 26 - 31 ST MARY’S COLLEGE MORAGA, CA

LEARN TO BE A LEADER ON THE FIELD AND 
A LEADER IN LIFE!

NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE.  
For more info and to register go to:
www.juliefoudyleadership.com

3rd Annual MATS Hoops 
Basketball Camps

Two Camps:  June 22-25 and July 13-16
Mornings for Grades 7-10 
Afternoons for Grades 3-6

For Boys and Girls
Skill Development – Sportsmanship – Team Play

Instruction by Miramonte High Boys Basketball coaches
Camp counselors from Miramonte Boys and Girls teams

Learn to Play the MATS Way!

For more info, call Dave Brown at 925-945-1901
or email MatsHoops@gmail.com

America’s #1 Tech Camp for ages 7-18 held at:

St. Mary’s College of CA
Stanford University

UC Santa Cruz

UC Berkeley

UC Davis & more!
Game Design

3D Modeling

Sports & Tech

Web Design

REGISTER TODAY!
Save with Code CA99

Filmmaking

Programming

Surf & Tech

Robotics & more!

T E C H  C A M P S
internalDrive.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

What Does Your
Teacher Do Over
the Summer?

Some teachers go off on holiday, oth-

ers work at temporary jobs or tutor

students for a couple of months; chances

are you might not see them again until

the fall. But here in Lamorinda, there’s a

very good chance you may run into a

teacher or two at your summer camp!

From Summer Music at Stanley to Mor-

aga Sports Camp, many of Lamorinda’s

teachers offer our kids a bit of home-

work-free fun over the summer. Con-

tributing writer Jill McTaggart (see last

summer’s What’s For Dinner articles), a

teacher of Foods and English at Joaquin

Moraga Intermediate, is offering a new

camp this summer – Cook It in a Cup is

just one of many teacher-run camps

available to Lamorinda’s kids!

Presented by Lam

You may download our 
Summer Camp Guide:   

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Camp listings collected and compiled by Wendy Scheck

Cook It in a Cup
First a Book, Now a Summer Camp!
By Jill McTaggart

My eleven year old daughter, Sophia, has inherited a

sweet tooth from both sides of our families. She is

ready and willing to bake brownies every day of the week.

I tried to get her to expand her repertoire and met with zero

success until our friend in Lafayette, Julia Myall, an-

nounced she was publishing a cook book for kids. Her

cook book is the best selling Cook it in a Cup.

Immediately, I looked it up on-line and ordered

several copies for my own kids and the kids I cook with

every day, as the Foods teacher, at JM Intermediate

School in Moraga. 

Cook it in a Cup is ingenious in so many ways. It is

a small, brightly colored book formatted with a simple

food selection ranging from breakfast in a cup, super sides,

and sweet treats. Of course, Sophia gravitated right to the

brownie recipe. Now any brownie recipe that is not from

a box and calls for unsweetened chocolate squares as well

as chocolate chips is right up our alley! They are divine.

They are as chewy in the middle and lightly crispy on top

as any from a cookbook for grown ups we’ve ever made.  

But the highlight of the book is that it comes with 6

brightly colored silicone cups for the chef/kids to use to

bake all the recipes in. These cups can sit on any cookie

sheet and go directly in the oven. I love these cups because

it is automatic portion control, especially when cooking

for our family or a few friends, everyone just gets a cup

portion. (Some infighting may arise regarding favorite col-

ors etc, but that is to be expected.) For instance when we

bake the sweets we limit ourselves to just the one cup in-

stead of cutting a bigger than needed (although wanted oh

so badly wanted) piece of the brownie or lemon bar, or

strawberry shortcake. 

The Little Pear Pie recipe is perfect for Moragans

that live near the pear orchards.  The pear orchards at

Camino Pablo and Moraga Road are open to the public.

And I can think of no better field trip than a walk over to

there in mid-summer just as the heavy pears are about to

plunk off their stems, and use them for the pies. The recipe

calls for frozen puff pastry so that part is doable for cooks

of all ages.  The cups from the cookbook are turned upside

down to make rounds to be used as the pie portion of the

pear pies.  I told you it was ingenious.  

Another fabulous recipe that inverts the cups is the

Crispy Potato Nests.  Potatoes are thinly grated and mixed

with olive oil and garlic, and then heaped on top of the up-

side down cups. The potatoes are baked and then after they

are cooled, set right side up again and become sweet,

yummy nests. My students use the inside of the nests to

dollop very generous amounts of ketchup. 

I have cooked nearly everything in the book and

they all worked beautifully and easily. Ben, my nine year

old son, is a master of the sinfully simple Nacho Cups.

These are a delicious mixture of chips, refried beans, and

cheese baked for 10 minutes into a gooey delight. When I

am not around, Ben has tried the Nacho Cups in the mi-

crowave to a soggier, but still good result.

The cups are dishwasher safe and fairly easy to

clean. They do have ribs so you need to use a sponge with

an nylon abrasive to clean them. Kids need to be super-

vised, of course, as cutting and baking is involved.

I am such a fan that Julia and I have teamed up

to host the very first Cook it in a Cup Camp this sum-

mer at Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School. There

will be two different sessions a day.  A 8:30-10:30 for

chefs 6 years old to 10 years old and a 11:00-2:00pm

for more advanced chefs aged 10 and up. Dates are

Session 1: June 22-June 26,

Session  2: July 13 - July 17, 

Session  3: July 20 - July 25 

at JM Intermediate School.  Check out the website at Cook

it in a Cup.com for details.

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising. Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. 

In the event we have inadvertently printed misinformation please let us know. LW is not liable for errors or omissions.

Sherman Swim School (Lafayette) 
Sherman Swim School has taught more than
36,000 students to Swim and Dive since 1961.
Our facility offers 3 pools, a protected warm en-
vironment with 90-92 degree water, a shade
structure, a misting system, and more. Swim-
ming lessons: from 9 months to adults. Spring-
board Diving: 7 years to adults. 
925-283-2100 or www.shermanswim.com.

Oakland Strokes offers Rowing Camps 
Jack London Aquatic center (JLAC), (Oakland )
The nationally recognized Oakland Strokes offer
interested students aged 12-18 a perfect oppor-
tunity to see what crew is all about. Participants
will learn rowing technique, build their strength
and endurance, and have fun gaining knowledge
about teamwork.  Weeks of: June 15, June 22, July
6, July 13, August 3, and August 10. 
www.oaklandstrokes.org or call (510) 652-6445.

Football Camp (Moraga)
Be part of a Lamorinda tradition, the annual sum-
mer youth football camp at Campolindo High
School.  In his 13th year as Campolindo High School
head football coach, Kevin Macy directs a full gear
contact football camp for grades 4 through 8.  The
camp runs from July 13 through July 24, Monday
through Friday, 1:30 to 5:00.  All equipment is sup-
plied, T-shirt is included.  Call Coach Macy at 
280-3950, Ext. 5163, or 932-1579.

Lafayette Summer Sports Camp 
The camps will utilize the brand new Lafayette
Hockey Rink and the beautiful fields of the
Lafayette Community Park for fun sports and
games like hockey, soccer, football, dodge-ball
and capture-the-flag.  Both camps are for kids
ages 4 to 14 and will take place at the Lafayette
Community Center.  
925-284-2232   www.LafayetteRec.org.

Moraga Sports Camps
A wide variety of sports camps are offered this
summer:  Gymnastics, Golf, Track & Field, Basket-
ball, Baseball, Soccer, Euro Soccer, Volleyball, Ten-
nis, and Cheerleading camp are available
through the Moraga Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment. 
www.moraga.ca.us  Phone: 925-888-7045.

Orinda Sports Camps 

Basketball, Flag Football, Golf, Mini-Hawks,
Lacrosse, Multi-sports, Soccer, and Tennis Camps.
Camps offered by the City of Orinda, Parks &
Recreation Department.  Ages 4-15.  
(925) 254-2445 www.cityoforinda.org.

MATS Hoops Basketball Camps (Orinda)
The Miramonte High School boys basketball staff
will host its 3rd annual summer basketball camps.
Designed for boys and girls grades 3 to 10, our
camps emphasize skill development, sportsman-
ship and team play. Our two camps run June 22 to
25 and July 13 to 16.  Mornings: 9 am to noon –
grades 7 to 10. Afternoons: 1 to 4 pm –grades 3 to 6.
Email: MatsHoops@gmail.com  
Phone: 925-945-1901.
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August 9th -August 16th

 August 9th - August 20th

Puravidacamp.com
(925) 937-6500

              Activities
 Swimming  Tennis  Archery
 Horseback Riding  Art  Skateboarding
 Sailing  Sports  Camping
 Kayaking  Drama  Canoeing
 Climbing  Biking  Hiking

A traditional summer camp in Walnut Creek

WINNER
2006 & 2007

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL

GRADES 4 – 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

DATES: July 13 thru July 24 (M – F)
TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $270 (T-shirt included)

Fashion Design & 
Sewing Camps

sewnow! 960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette [1 block S of Mt. Diablo]  (925) 283-7396  info@sewnow.com

n
fashion studio

!ow

Learn new skills, reinforce math, express your creativity and have lots of fun!
 

Design and make your own unique fashion items: totes, skirts, robes, dresses, hoodies, beach bags, 

swimsuit cover ups and more.  Special camps for: Teens Only, Boys Only, and Juniors (2nd/3rd Grade)

Kids & Teens - Beginner to Advanced - Half or Full Day - Spring & Summer

For more information drop-in, call, or visit: www.sewnow.com

Fun-Games-Crafts  & Tumbling

Ages 3-12
9am -12pm
Weekly Fee $130
Day Rates $33

Golden Gate 
Gymnastics

925.674.9683

www.goldengategymnastics.com

June 15 - August 14
Full Day & Half Day Programs

Mini Campers  
ages 3 - 5

Explorers 
ages 6-11

Kindergarten Readiness 
4-week program

Saklan Valley School • 1678 School St, Moraga, CA
www.saklan.org • 925-376-7900

Camp Saklan

Activities:
Magic • Art • Drama • Science 
Music • Swimming • Dance 

Gymnastics • Weekly Field Trips  

and more!

Weekly Sessions

3rd Annual Summer 
Camp Guide

Part 2,  Half Day Camps & Classesmorinda Weekly

Find Part 1, Full-Day Camps

online at: 

www.lamorindaweekly.com

click Summer Camps Listing

Academy of Language & Music Arts (ALMA) (Orinda)
Special summer group music classes include:
Theory and Musicianship, Guitar Ensemble, Intro
to Guitar Ensemble ,Classical Guitar Ensemble
Rock Guitar Combo I & II, Band Ensemble), Jazz
Combo, Improvisation clinic for all instruments,
Strings Clinic, Percussion/Drum Clinic ,and Vocal
Ensemble. Also children's mini-groups for
languages, including Italian, French, Spanish,
Portuguese & Chinese.  Dr. James Fiatarone,
Director, 925-254-5056 or 254-5053.

The Art Room (Lafayette)
An art studio where students have fun being
involved in the creative process while learning
art skills in a nurturing environment. Our goal
is to achieve a balance between process and
product while building selfesteem and a love
of art! Our summer program starts June 15 and
goes through August 13. 
Phone: 925-299-1515; 
Website: www.TheArt-Room.com.

Music Box Theater (Walnut Creek)
Camp with Tielle Baker:  A nine week musical the-
ater training program for ages 12 to 18 years.
Course covers many musical theater skills, in-
cluding singing, dancing, acting, costumes, hair,
makeup, improvisation, and audition techniques.
9-week program culminates in a final production
to be performed in 3 shows. June 29- Aug 19
10am-1pm *Performances: Aug 20-22   
www.diabloactors.com  925-963-5196 
Samantha M Fryer, Managing Director.

Town Hall Kids (Lafayette)
Classes expose children of all ages to theatre arts
while developing confidence, leadership, team-
building skills and acting techniques. Classes cul-
minate in a performance.  Session 1,"The Granny
Awards", Session 2, The Best Little Theatre in
Town" and Session 3,  "The Little Mermaid."  Ses-
sions are three weeks long. (9am-Noon) or (1-pm).
925-262-1159, www.townhallkids.com
or email classes@townhallkids.com.

Summer Bridge Tutoring! 
Designed to reinforce concepts learned over
the past year, while introducing concepts to be
taught next year, Mr. Lorie (6th grade - Alge-
bra) and Ms. Steelman (Geometry) will meet
with students in a fun, interactive environment.
Groups will consist of no more than 5 students
and will meet for one hour every other week
throughout the summer.  For more information,
please visit www.lorietutors.com.

Orinda Engineering, Lego & Science Camps
Some of the exciting camps include: Crazy
Chemistry, Engineering FUNdamentals
(Legos), Future Geniuses, Let’s Get Growing,
Mad Machine & Robots, My First Lab, NASA,
Pre-Engineering (Legos), Secret Agent, and
World Scientists. Camps offered by the City
of Orinda, Parks & Recreation Department.
(Ages 3.5 – 12) 
925) 254-2445 www.cityoforinda.org.

It’s a String Thing (Moraga)
Spend 2 weeks with a group of local profes-
sional string teachers learning to take your
string playing skills to the next level! June 28th-
July 10th, 9am-1pm. Open to violin, viola, cello
and double bass players from late elementary
to early high school! Large ensemble, chamber
music and alternative styles will be explored.  
www.summerstringthing.com Adam Noel 
at anoel@summerstringthing.com.

Viva el Español Spanish Immersion Camps (Lafayette)

A unique opportunity for children to learn or
improve their Spanish language skills! During
each week-long camp, students participate in
interactive games, music and movement
activities, and art projects that center around
a specific kid-friendly theme. Weeks of June 15,
June 22, July 6, July 13, Aug. 3 & Aug. 10.
Phone: (925) 962-9177
Website: www.vivaelespanol.org.

Orinda Dance Camps 

Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, Musical Theater,
Storybook, Movie, Princess, Faeries, and
Unicorns and many more fun half-day camps.
Half-day camps designed for toddlers through
teens. Camps offered by the City of Orinda,
Parks & Recreation Department. (Ages 3-14)
(925) 254-2445   www.cityoforinda.org.

Summer at Sienna Ranch (Lafayette)
Sienna Ranch (formerly known as Deer Hill
Ranch) in Lafayette has partnered with Tracker-
sNW to create the ultimate summer experience.
This is a kid's summer dream come true. Horses,
chickens, rabbits, forts, mysteries, treasure hunts,
archery, wilderness skills, theater, magic,
art….and so much more! Ages 4-16, 
June 22nd-Aug 21st, 415-717-3919, 
bay@trackersnw.com, www.trackersnw.com.

Digital Film Making: Freshi Base Camp (Moraga)
Base Camp is a hands-on, immersive introduction
to digital filmmaking. Students work in small
groups to make a film and each student will ex-
perience all aspects of production. Under the
guidance of professional filmmakers, students
will pitch, play, shoot, edit, screen, score and even
copyright their movies. July 13 –July 17. 9 am-
noon.  Offered through Moraga Parks & Recre-
ation. www.moraga.ca.us  925-888-7045

Summer Music@Stanley (Lafayette)
For any 4th-8th grade student who wants to
be a better musician, likes food, and enjoys lots
of fun.  Summer Music is designed to challenge
students at ALL levels, from beginner through
the accomplished young musician, and help
them take their skills to the next level.   July 13-
24 M-F 1:30 - 4:30  p.m.  Stanley Middle School.
www.summermusic.us/Summer_Music
925-768-2949   fun@summermusic.us.

Contra Costa Christian Theatre's 
Summer Camp (Walnut Creek) 
Students entering grades 6 – 13, 
July 13 - August 8 (4 weeks)
Monday - Friday, 9am - 3pm
During the last week of camp, Monday - Friday
will be devoted to technical rehearsals and
performances on the stage at the DVC Per-
forming Arts Centre.
summercamp@ccchristiantheatre.org.

Rainforest Adventure Vacation (Lafayette)
All kids from age 2 to 5th grade are invited to swing
on in for the Rainforest Adventure Vacation Bible
School, presented by Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
& St. Perpetua Catholic Church, June 23-27, from 2
to 5 p.m.  Each day we will focus on a different Bible
story. They will play zany games, sing fun songs,
enjoy cool crafts, act things out in storytelling, do
experiments in science, and make friends in small
groups.  www.oslc.net 925-283-3722.

Temple Isaiah’s Camp Kefli (Lafayette)

For two weeks in late August, each morning is
filled with the dynamic spirit of the day begins
with excitement and anticipation. We offer
creative theme days and adventures that
enrich and delight our campers!  
9AM-3:30PM (M, T, Th); 9AM-5PM (W, F)
Phone: (925) 284-9191
Website: www.temple-isaiah.org/kefli.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian 
Vacation Bible School Camp
The week will be filled with incredible Bible-
learning that kids see, hear, touch, and even
taste! Bible Point crafts, team-building games,
cool Bible songs, and tasty treats. Early Bird
registration by May 15; Kindergarten-5th
grade. June 15 – 19 (9am-12pm)
www.lopc.org click on children.
(925) 283-9990, ext 233 ask for Audrey.

Lafayette Christian Church- Summer
Adventures in Learning (SAIL)(Lafayette)
Join us for five mornings of games, stories,
music and crafts-We will be getting to know our
African neighbors in Malawi ; learning about the
children, their homes and families, schools, and
the animals of their country. Come listen, play,
sing, create and get wet!   For kids ages 4-12. 
August 10 – 14  9 am - 12 pm 925-283-8304,
www.lafayettechristianchurch.org.

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church’s
SonRock Vacation Bible School.
June 15 -19,  9.am –noon. This year’s outdoor
adventure theme will be filled with games,
skits, puppets, crafts, snacks, recreation, Bible
stories. and much more!  A child must be
between the ages of 4 years and 4th grade.
(entering 5th grade in the fall).  Registration
begins April 20th.   This camp rocks!
www.mvpctoday.org  925-376-4800 x234.
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American
Bistro ,  3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-7108
Chow Restaurant,  53 Lafayette Cir, Laf,  962-2469
Quiznos,  3651 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  962-0200
Ranch House,  1012 School St, Mor,  376-5127
Terzetto Cuisine,  1419 Moraga Way, Mor,  376-3832
The Cheese Steak Shop,  3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-1234
BBQ
Bo’s Barbecue  ,  3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-7133
Burger Joint
Flippers  ,  960 Moraga Rd, Laf,  284-1567
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers,  400 Park, Mor,  376-8888
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers ,  76 Moraga Way, Ori,  254-8888
Café  
Express Cafe,  3732 Mt. Diablo Blvd # 179, Laf,  299-1372
Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens,  23 Lafayette Cir, Laf,  299-8040
Geppetto’s caffe,  87 Orinda Way, Ori,  253-9894
Rising Loafer,  3643 Mt. Diablo Blvd Ste B, Laf,  284-8816
Susan Foord Catering & Cafe,  965 Mt. View Dr., Laf,  299-2469
California Cuisine 
Metro Lafayette,  3524 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  284-4422
Shelby’s,  2 Theatre Sq, Ori,  254-9687
Chinese  
Asia Palace Restaurant,  1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor,  376-0809
Chef Chao Restaurant,  343 Rheem Blvd, Mor,  376-1740
China Moon Restaurant,  380 Park St, Mor,  376-1828
The Great Wall Restaurant ,  3500 Golden Gate Way, Laf,  284-3500 

Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine,  1 Orinda Way # 1, Ori,  253-
9852
Lily’s House  ,  3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf,  284-7569
Mandarin Flower ,  581 Moraga Rd, Mor,  376-7839

Panda Express,  3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  962-0288
Szechwan Chinese Restaurant,  79 Orinda Way, Ori,  254-2020
Uncle Yu’s Szechuan,  999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf,  283-1688
Yan’s Restaurant,  3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  284-2228
Coffee Shop  
Millie’s Kitchen,  1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf,  283-2397
Squirrel’s Coffee Shop,  998 Moraga Rd, Laf,  284-7830
Village Inn Café,  204 Village Square, Ori,  254-6080
Continental  
Petar’s Restaurant,  32 Lafayette Cir, Laf,  284-7117
Vino Restaurant,  3531 Plaza Way, Laf,  284-1330
Duck Club Restaurant,  3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-7108
French 
Chevalier Restaurant,  960 Moraga Road, Laf,  385-0793 
Hawaiian Grill
Lava Pit  ,  2 Theatre Square, St. 142, Ori,  253-1338  
Indian
Swad Indian Cuisine,  3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  962-9575
Italian
Giardino,  3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-3869
Knoxx Restaurant, Lounge,  3576 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  284-5225
La Finestra Ristorante, 100 Lafayette Cir, #101, Laf, 284-5282 
La Piazza,  15 Moraga Way, Ori,  253-9191
Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria,  975 Moraga Rd, Laf,  284-3081
Michael’s,  1375 Moraga Way, Mor,  376-4300
Mondello’s,  337 Rheem Blvd, Mor,  376-2533

Pizza Antica,  3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  299-0500
Postino,  3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  299-8700
Ristorante Amoroma,  360 Park St, Mor,  377-7662
Japanese 
Asia Palace Sushi Bar,  1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor,  376-0809
Blue Ginko,  3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  962-9020
Kane Sushi,  3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  284-9709
Niwa Restaurant,  1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori,  254-1606
Serika Restaurant,  2 Theatre Sq # 118, Ori,  254-7088
Yu Sushi,  19 Moraga Way, Ori,  253-8399
Jazz Dinner Club
Joe’s of Lafayette,  3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Laf,  299-8807
Mediterranean  
Petra Café,  2 Theatre Sq # 105, Ori,  254-5290
Oasis Café,  3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  299-8822
Turquoise Mediterranean Grill, 70 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-2004
Mexican
360 Gourmet Burrito,  3655 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  299-1270
El Charro Mexican Dining, 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-2345
El Jaro Mexican Cafe,  3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-6639
La Cocina Mexicana,  23 Orinda Way, Ori,  258-9987
Mucho wraps,  1375-B Moraga Way, Mor,  377-1203
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill, 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf, 283-8740
Celia’s Restaurant,  3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-8288
El Balazo,  3518D Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  284-8700
Maya Mexican Grill,  74 Moraga Way, Ori,  258-9049
Numero Uno Taqueria,  3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  299-1333
Pizza
Mountain Mike’s Pizza,  3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-6363  
Mountain Mike’s Pizza,  504 Center St, Mor,  377-6453

Pennini’s,  1375 Moraga Rd, Mor,  376-1515
Round Table Pizza  ,  361 Rheem Blvd, Mor,  376-1411
Round Table Pizza  ,  3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-0404
Village Pizza,  19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori,  254-1200
Zamboni’s Pizza,  1 Camino Sobrante # 4, Ori,  254-2800
Sandwiches/Deli  
Bianca’s Deli ,  1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor,  376-4400
Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub,  64 Moraga Way , Ori,  254-7202
Kasper’s Hot Dogs,  103 Moraga Way, Ori,  253-0766
Noah’s Bagels,  3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  299-0716
Orinda Deli,  19 F Orinda Way, Ori,  254-1990
Subway,  396 Park St., Mor,  376-2959
Subway,  3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf,  284-2627
Subway,  Theatre Square, Ori,  258-0470
Seafood  
Yankee Pier ,  3593 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-4100
Singaporean/Malaysian
Kopitiam,  3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  299-1653
Steak  
Casa Orinda,  20 Bryant Way, Ori,  254-2981
Tea  
Patesserie Lafayette,  71 Lafayette Cir, Laf,  283-2226
Tea Party by Appointment,  107 Orinda Way, Ori,  254-2206
Thai  
Amarin Thai Cuisine,  3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf,  283-8883
Baan Thai ,  99 Orinda Way, Ori,  253-0989
Royal Siam,  512 Center Street, Mor,  377-0420
Siam Orchid,  23 Orinda Way # F, Ori,  253-1975
Vietnamese
Little Hearty Noodle, Pho & Pasta, 578 Center St., Mor, 376-7600

LAMORINDA’s Restaurants

The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. We hope that we have included all Lamorinda restaurants on this page, except those that told us they did not wish to be listed. LW is not liable for errors or omissions. In the event that we have inadvertently printed misin-
formation or excluded a restaurant please let us know (info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we may correct our list for the next issue. 

•••   updated March 18, 2009   •••

Buy

ONE
King of Philly and 

the second King of
Philly is 

$3.00 off

CAUTION: MAY BE HABIT FORMING
The Cheese Steak Shop
3455 Mt Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette  •  925-283-1234

The Cheese Steak Shop
3110 Crow Canyon Pl.

San Ramon  •  925-242-1112

Dine in or Take Out!

Owned and Operated by Gerry Henkel and Gary Hunt

Lunch 
Monday through

Saturday
11:30 to 4:00

open for 
dinner nightly.

New Bar   --   Updated Menu

32 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette    925-284-7117

Enjoy Irish Music and a special Irish Stew
Tuesdays   7:00 to 9:00 PM

College Night - $2 Coronas & a DJ  
Tuesdays after 9:00 pm

Diamond” Dave  
Wednesday- Saturday,  9:00 pm

Blues with The Rhythm Doctors  
Sunday evenings

Home Made Soups
Gourmet Wraps

Fresh Salads
Create your own Sandwich

M-F   7:30-4:00

3732 Mt. Diablo Blvd Ste 179, Lafayette

T: 925-299-1372
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Casa Orinda  -  Still Cookin’
By Susie Iventosch

I’m sorry to report we haven’t

secured the Casa Orinda recipe

for their famous fried chicken …

yet!  But, Chef Kenneth Jensen

was happy to offer up the house

recipe for Chicken Saltimbocca,

a tasty dish of boneless chicken

breast, seasoned with fresh sage,

baked with prosciutto and topped

with melted mozzarella cheese.

This dish is elegant for a dinner

party, but easy enough for a mid-

week family dinner.

Lamorinda Weekly reporter

Sophie Braccini wrote a story

about the Casa Orinda’s 75th an-

niversary on these pages in June

of 2007, where she described the

restaurant origins and menus over

the years. She recounted the story

about the restaurant’s founder

Jack Snow, who relocated from

Montana in the early 1930s to

work on the Caldecott Tunnel. He

was a very social man, but found

little in the way of socializing

venues in the area, and decided to

start his own establishment for

food and entertainment. The orig-

inal restaurant, opened in 1932,

still stands today, and is a gather-

ing place for friends, families, and

people who love good, traditional

food. (Read the story in our on-

line archive: http://www.lamor-

indaweekly.com/archive/issue01

09/pdf/CasaOrindaCelebrate-

sits75thBirthday.pdf)

The Casa has an extensive

menu, featuring some 40 entrees

in addition to several nightly spe-

cials. Still, the fried chicken is the

single most popular dish, fol-

lowed by their famous prime rib.

“We sell between 200 and

350 meals on a weekend

evening,” said Chef Jensen.

“And 50 to 100 of those are fried

chicken!”

Back in the early 1970s

when my husband, Len, was a

busboy and valet (car parker) at

the Casa, he says the fried

chicken dinner was the most pop-

ular dish then, too. But, he re-

members in those days you could

get the half-chicken dinner with

mashed potatoes, biscuits,  gravy

and a salad with the “absolute

best blue cheese dressing ever”

all for $2.99! 

“I’ll bet I made thousands

of those salads myself,” he re-

calls.

Times have changed, but

these days a half chicken with all

the fixings is considered a bargain

at $16.95! (Nowadays the salad

has been replaced by a vegetable.)

The Casa’s chicken saltim-

bocca is a house recipe. Chef

Jensen said he’s prepared it ex-

actly the same way since he first

joined the restaurant six years

ago, and they’d been making it

that way long before he arrived.

“The last time the Casa

changed the menu was about 30

years ago, in the late 1970s,” he

noted. “We are an old-fashioned,

traditional restaurant. We’ve been

around a long time and we try to

do our very best!”

When you’ve got a good

thing going like the Casa Orinda,

there’s no compelling reason for

change.  The proof is in the 77

years and generations of repeat

customers.

Give their chicken saltim-

bocca a try. With fresh sage, a re-

duced white wine sauce,

prosciutto and mozzarella, it is

easy to prepare and delicious to

eat! But, if you’re in the mood for

fried chicken, you’ll just have to

stop by in person and order up a

serving!

Casa Orinda,  
20 Bryant Way, Orinda
925-254-2981

Chef Kenneth Jensen Photo Susie Iventosch

CASA ORINDA CHICKEN SALTIMBOCCA
Ingredients

4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts (about 10-ounces each)
8 thin slices prosciutto
8 fresh sage leaves 
1 cup white wine
2 cups chicken stock
3 ounces butter
1 cup flour
8 slices mozzarella cheese (I used fresh)
Salt and pepper to taste*
* I also added ½ teaspoon ground sage and ½ teaspoon 
poultry seasoning to the flour before coating the chicken breasts.

Directions 
Slice chicken breasts in half horizontally and pound just a little bit
Flour split chicken breasts and season with salt and pepper (and ground sage.)
Melt 1½ ounces of the butter in a large heavy skillet. When butter foams, add chicken breasts, a few at a time,
and sauté on each side for three minutes. Remove from pan and place in a baking pan or dish.
When all chicken breasts have been sautéed, remove any excess butter, add the white wine and deglaze skillet.
Then add the chicken stock, bring to a boil and reduce to about half the volume. Add the remaining butter to
the sauce and simmer for about 3 more minutes.  
On top of each chicken breast half, place a sage leaf, then a slice of prosciutto, and the cheese on the very top.  
Pour sauce around chicken breasts in baking dish and bake at 375 degrees for about 4 minutes, or until cheese
is melted. Serve with your favorite pasta or starch and vegetable. 
Notes:  I chopped the sage leaves and sprinkled on top of each chicken breast instead of using a whole leaf.  I
also omitted the remaining butter from the sauce, because I used more of it in the initial sautéing process,
therefore didn’t feel I needed to add the extra at the end!)

These recipe is 

available on our web site. 

Go to: www.lamorinda

weekly.com

Susie can be reached
at suziven@gmail.com

1419 Moraga Way, Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-3832  -  www.terzettocuisine.com
Mon: 7am - 2pm; Tues-Sun: 7am - 8:30pm

Buffet Brunch 
Eggs Benedict
French Toast 

Omelet Station  
Fruit 
Salad  

Dessert

EASTER  Brunch
April 12, 8am - 2pm

Kids under three free 
Kids under 10 $5.95, Adults $13.95

www.mondellos.com

Soup or Salad
Your choice of:

Spaghetti with meatballs
Eggplant Parmigiana

or
Gnocchi Aurora

Coupon valid Tuesday - Thursday
Open to close.

Serving dinner Tues-Sun from 5 pm.
Reservations recommended.

Take-out and Catering available.

R E S T A U R A N T  •  L O U N G E

3576 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, www.TheKnoxx.com

Italian Comfort Food
Daily Lunch Specials

Lunch 11:30am  -  2:30pm
Dinner 5:30 pm  to  close

Happy Hour Specials 4:00 - 6:00pm

Free parking

Call for Reservatons  925-284-5225
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SPORTS
LAMORINDA’S LOCAL SPORTS NEWS

MBA Box Scores for March 15-March 27, 2009
Submitted by Donald DePaolo

Lafayette Little League Scores, March 21 – March 26
Submitted by Todd Bequette

DEXTER HONENS II 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148 

Residence: (925) 254-8088 

Cell: (510) 918-8911 

Email: honens@pacbell.net 

KYLE DAVIS 
MORTGAGE BROKER

Direct: (925) 314-5299 

Fax: (925) 831-9161 

Email: Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com 

DEXTER HONENS II 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real Estate needs to experience the integrity,      
professionalism and results you expect. 

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989. 

KYLE DAVIS 
MORTGAGE BROKER

“MORTGAGE RATES are at HISTORICAL LOW points.  There may never be 
a better time to BUY OR REFINANCE A HOME OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY in
the Bay Area.  Call DEXTER AND KYLE to talk about taking advantage of 

the extraordinary opportunities in today’s market.”

DRE License #01327738 

DEXTER HONENS II 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real Estate needs to experience the integrity,      
professionalism and results you expect. 

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989. 

KYLE DAVIS 
MORTGAGE BROKER

“MORTGAGE RATES are at HISTORICAL LOW points.  There may never be 
a better time to BUY OR REFINANCE A HOME OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY in
the Bay Area.  Call DEXTER AND KYLE to talk about taking advantage of 

the extraordinary opportunities in today’s market.”

DRE License #01327738 

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Moraga Baseball Association 
Pony Division
March 15, 2009
Pleasant Hill Hawk 13, Moraga A’s 3

A’s Highlights: Smith 2-for-3, 2 2B, 2 IP

4k’s; Gong 2-for3, 3 RBI’s; Moran 2-for-3,

2 SB.

PH Highlights: Binder 1-for-3, 1 HR, 3 RS;

Haitt 1 for 4, 2B, 3 RBI’s; Nissen 1-for-3,

3B, 1 RS

Moraga Cougars 12, Martinez Heat 4

Moraga Highlights: Jack O'Donnell 2 for 3,

3RBI's, 1SB, Mason Windatt 2 for 2, 1B,

2B, 1RBI, Brett Stephens 2 for 2, 1HR, 2B,

2RS, 3RBI's, Ryan Gannett 2 for 3, 1RS,

3RBI's

Martinez Highlights: #9 Schwitters 1 for 4,

1HR, 2RS, #19 Platt 2 for 2, 1 RBI, #24

White 1 for 1, 1RBI, #22 Exner 1 for 3,

1RBI

March 18, 2009
Piedmont 11, Moraga A’s 1

A’s Highlights: Kiriaze 2-for3, 2B; Havel 1-

for-2, 1B, SB; Matsuda unassisted DP; Hof-

mann/Smith DP CF to 1B

Piedmont Highlights: Sullivan 2-for-4, 2B,

4 RBI’s; Gutterman 2-for-4, 2B, 3 RBI’s;

Ching 4IP, 3 K’s

March 21, 2009
Pittsburg 2, Moraga A’s 1

Pittsburg Highlights: Aaron 1 for 3, 1-RS;

Payton CG, 7-H, 2 for 3, 1-R, RBI; Matt E

1 for 3. GWRBI in 7th.

Moraga A’s Highlights: Rochlin 3 IP, 0-H,

5-K, Gong 2 for 3, 2B, RBI.

Tigers 7 Rodeo 12.

Highlights:  Barry 1H/RBI, Daniels

1H/1RBI, Huckins, 1H/RBI, Lyle 1H, Or-

tega 1H/RBI; Ortega 1IP, 3K.

March 22, 2009
Moraga Cougars 6, Pleasant Hill Hawks 2

Moraga Highlights: Mason Windatt W 3IP,

3 for 3, 2 RS, 2B, 2H, 1SB, Ryan Gannett;

1 for 2, 1RS, 1B, 1SB; J.D. Ratchford 1 for

2, 1RS, 1B; Scott Singh 1 for 3, 1RS, 1B;

Ryan Hoffman 2 for 3, 2H, 2SB.

Pleasant Hill Highlights: #23 Golden 2 for

3, 1RS; #19 Solis 1 for 2 1B, 1RBI; #21

Wildes 1 for 3, 1B, 1RS; #27 Rogers 2 for 3.

San Pablo Yankees 5, Moraga A’s 4

San Pablo Highlights: Botiello 6 IP, 4-R, 5-

K, W; Lemieux 1 for 3 , 2 RBI; Horne 1 for

3, GWRBI; Dickson 2 for 3, SB, 1-RS.

Moraga A’s Highlights: Nichols 2 for 3, 3B,

1-RS, SB, RBI; Smith 1 for 3, 1-RS, RBI;

Kiriaze 1 for 3, 1-RS, SB; Armen 2 IP, 0-H,

4-K, 1 for 1, SB, RBI; Havel 1 for 3, SB, 1-RS.

Moraga Baseball Association
Bronco Division
March 15,  2009
Moraga Rays 4, Orinda Outlaws 5 

Rays Highlights:  Scott Smoot 2 for 3, 3

RBI's; Scott Chen 1 for 3, BB 2RS; Manny

Manzone 1 for 2, 2RS

Outlaws Highlights:  James Vaccaro (WP)

4IP, 2ER, 1 hit, 6 K's; CJ Novogradac 2 for

3, 1RS; Megan Reid 2RS; Neil Weikert 1

for 3, 1RS, 1 RBI

March 19, 2009
Moraga Mariners 9, Moraga Nationals 2

Mariners Highlights Sean Pappa 3-3, 2 RS,

3 RBI; Justin Yom 2-3, 1 RS; 3 RBI, Grif-

fin Whiting 1-4, 1 RBI, 2 IP, 4K; Damien

Stoner 2-4, 1 2B, 1 RS, 1 RBI.

Nationals Highlights Mathew Tuan 1-1, 1

2B, 1 RBI; Jacob Malloy 1-3, 3 IP, 5; Dou-

ble Play: Andrew Wilmore to Michael

Wright; Double Play: Matt Zuranian to

Kevin Shaffer.

March 21,  2009
Moraga Rays 2, Walnut Creek Bulldawgs 7

Rays Highlights:  Scott Smoot BB, HBP,

1RS; Scott Chen 1 for 3, 1RS; Jake Rider 2

for 3, RBI.

Moraga Rays 10, Walnut Creek Bulldawgs 4

Rays Highlights:  WP Ryan Geisreiter 4IP,

1ER; Scott Smoot 2 for 3, 3RS, 1 RBI, BB;

Ben Skinner 2 for 2, 3RS, 1 RBI, BB, SAC

Bunt; Chase Corallo 3 for 4, 1 RS.

Moraga Giants 10, Orinda Spartans 10

Giants Highlights: Ryan Rossi 1-for-4, 3

RS; Sam Phillips 4-for-4, 2B, RBI, RS;

Peter Golesorkhi 2-for-4, 2B, 2 RS; Bren-

dan Gordon 2-for-4, RS, 3 IP, 5 K, 0 ER  

Spartans Highlights: Zach Wong 2-for-4,

RS; Will McConnell 1-for-4, RS, RBI;

Blake Kaufmann 2 RS, 3 IP, 5K, 0 ER

Moraga Nationals 8, Moraga Bears 2

Nationals Highlights: Matthew Tuan 4 for

4, 2 RS, 3 RBI, 3 SB, 4 IP, 0 H, 3 K; Brian

Lyle 3 for 4, 2 RS, 3 SB, 2 IP, O ER, 3K;

Rohit Verma 2 for 4, 1 RS, 1 RBI, 2 SB;

Kevin Shaffer 1 for 4, 1 RS.

Bears Highlights: Andrew Armen 1 for 2,

2B, 1 RS, 1 SB, 2 IP, 1K; Sam Larsen 1 for

3, 1 RBI, 2 SB, 2 IP, 1 K; Alex Gannett 2 IP, 3K.

Moraga Mariners 9, Orinda Titans 9

Mariners Highlights:  Griffin Whiting 3 IP,

0 ER, 4 K; Chris Wilson 2 for 3, 2B, BB, 3

RS, SB; Parker Duncan 1 for 2, 2 BB, 4

RBI;  Will Coates 2 for 4, 2 RBI

March 22, 2009
Moraga Giants 15, Moraga Mariners 12

Giants Highlights: Joshua Sherman 2-for-3,

2B, RBI, 3 RS; Ricky Lomas 1-for-3, RBI,

3 RS; Mark Santaguida 2-for-3, 2 RBI, 2

RS; Eric Dunning 3-for-3, 2B, 1 RBI, 2 RS  

Mariners Highlights: Sean Smith 2-for-4, 1

RBI, 2 RS; Parker Duncan 1-for-3, RS,

RBI; Wyatt McNeil 2-for-4, 2B, 2 RBI

Moraga Nationals 9, Orinda Wildcats 3

Nationals Highlights: Brian Lyle 1 for 2, 2

RS, 4 SB, 2 IP, 0 ER, 2 K; Andrew Will-

more 1 for 2, 2 RS, 3 RBI, 3 SB, 3 IP, 4 K;

Matthew Tuan 1 for 4, 1 RS, 3 RBI, 2 SB;

Noah Bagley 1 for 3, 1 RS, 1 SB.

Wildcats Highlights: Ari Goldstein 2 for 3,

2 RBI, 2 SB; Sam Conklin 1 for 3, 2B, 2 IP,

1K; Greg Pietrykowski 1 for 3, 1 RS, 2 SB;

Tom Helsel 1 for 3 1 RS, 1 SB.

Moraga Rays 14, Martinez Crush 5 

Rays Highlights:  WP Nicky Fafoutis 4 IP,

0 Hits, 0 BB's, 2 K's; Ben Skinner 2 for 4,

3RS, 2 2B, RBI; Scott Chen 3 for 3, 2RS, 2

RBI, BB; Jack Stephens 2 for 4, 2RS, 2RBI, BB.

March 25, 2009
Moraga Nationals 7, Piedmont Bears 5

Nationals Highlights: Brian Lyle 2-4, 1 R,

2 2B, 1 SB; Noah Bagley 1-3, 2 RBI; Rohit

Verma 1-3, 1 RBI; Michael Wright 1-2, 2 R,

2BB, 2 SB, 1 RBI

Orinda Bombers 13, Moraga Bears 8

Bombers Highlights: Chris Berli, 2-4, 2RS,

2SB; Garrett Johnson 3-4, 3RS, 2 IP, 1ER;

Kevin Henson, 1-3, 1 RS, RBI; Matt Hen-

derson, 3-4, 1RS, RBI

Bears Highlights: John Adranly, 1-3, 2RBI,

3IP, 0ER; Oliver Ousterman, BB, SB, 1 RS;

Jonathan Hughes, 2-3, 2b, 1RS, RBI; Caleb

Whalen, 4BB, 2RS

Moraga Rays 5, Orinda Outlaws 3

Rays Highlights:  Jack Stephens 5IP, 2 H,

0ER, 2K's; Jake Rider W, 2IP, 1 H, 0ER,

3K's; Scott Chen 1-3, 1RS; Scott Smoot 2-

3, 1RS; Stephens 1-3, 2 RBI's.

Outlaws Highlights:  James Vaccaro 3IP, 2

H, 1ER, 2K's; Megan Reid 1-3, 1RS; Bran-

don Armosino 1-3, 1RS.

Moraga Baseball Association 
Mustang Division
March 21, 2009
Yankees 14, A's 8

Yankees Highlights: Michael Hooper 4-for-

4, 4 RS, 1 2B; Calvin Gee 2-for-3, 2 RS, 2

RBI, Aidan Crouch 1-for-1, 3 RS; Casey

Kiriaze 2-for-2, 1 RS, 1 2B.

A's Highlights: Matt Kronenberg 2-for-3, 1

RS; Jack Lawrence 2-for-4, 2 RS, 1 RBI, 1

2B; Brett Smith 1-for-2, 2 RS, 2 RBI.

White Sox 13, Angels 12

White Sox Highlights: Grant Bartis 2-for-3,

2 RBIs, 2B, 3B; Tommie Vega 2-for-4, RBI;

David Cushing 2 K’s, Save.

Angels Highlights: Ryan McNally 4-for-4, 5

RBIs, 2B; Russel Alger 1 RS; Aaron De-

Paolo Pitched 4 K’s.

Moraga Mariners 11, Moraga Orioles 2

Mariners Highlights:  Hayden Hunt  for 2, 1

RS, 3 SB; Erik Wenning 2 for 2, 3 RS, 1

RBI, 3 SB; Greg Wenning 2 for 2; 3 RS, 1

RBI, 4 SB; Dominic Edwall 1 for 2, 2 RS, 2 SB

Orioles Highlights:  Quinn Lyon 1 for 3; Ry-

otaro Koshi 2 for 2; 1 RS; Scott Hillhouse 1

for 2; 1 RBI; Dylan Caro 1 for 2

March 26, 2009
Moraga A's 10, Moraga Mariners 9

A's Highlights: Smith 2 RS, 6 SB; Kronen-

berg 1-for-3, Awesome 3B, 2 RBI, 2 IP, 2

Ks; Targett 1-for-3, 1 RS, 2 IP, 2 Ks; Gabriel-

son 1-for-3, 1 RBI; Thomas 1 RS, 1 RBI.

Mariners Highlights:  Quinn Cuddihy 2-for-

2, 2 RS, 3 SB; William Faoro 1-for-1, 2 RS,

4 SB; Chad Sonnenschein 1-for-2, 1 RS, 1

RBI, 2 SB.

March 27, 2009
White Sox 11 Orioles 5

White Sox Highlights: Declan Rector: 2IP,

0 R, 5 K, 1 H; 3-3, 2B, 3B, 2 RBI;

Jake Rolfe: 2-2, 3 R; Tommy Vega: 3-4, 2B,

3B, 2 RBI

Orioles highlights: Quinn Lyon: 3-4, 1 RBI,

1 Run; Nicky Erickson: 1-2, 1-run

Scott Hillhouse: 1-1, 2B; 2 IP, 3Ks

Moraga Baseball Association 
Pinto Division
March 21, 2009
Moraga San Francisco Giants 11,  Moraga

Atanta Braves 6

Giants Highlights: Jonathan Gong 2-3, 1

2B, 1 3B, 3 RS, 2 RBIs, Double Play;

Donovan Robles 3-3, 1 2B, 2 RS, 2 RBIs 

Braves Highlights: Mark McCurdy 3-3,

1RS; Steffen Westphal 2-3, 2 RBIs

March 22, 2009
Moraga Braves 14,  Moraga Cubs 9

Brave's highlights:  Luke Jeffrey 4 for 4, 5

RBIs; Chase Peterson 2 for 3, 3 RBIs; Grant

Johnson 3 for 3, 2RBIs.   

Cubs Highlights:  Ryan Jeter 3 for 3, 1 2B,

1 1B; Peter Schmitz 2 for 3, 2 1B.

Majors Division
Angels 15  Dodgers 8

The unbeaten Halos won a high scoring con-

test, as Max Flower, Doug Nimura, Sean

Heiskell, Tommy Nimura and Bryan Stone

all delivered clutch two-out hits. Grant

Young and Jack Stryker pitched shutout in-

nings for the winners.  Jack Cassidy, Harri-

son Joy and Gavin Thatcher starred for the

Giants.

Dodgers 6  A’s 5

The Dodgers scored 4 in the bottom of the

sixth to rally past the A’s in a walk-off win.

After loading the bases with one out,  Alex

Baldwin delivered a clutch double before

Greg Genovese lined a two-bagger to left

center for the game winner.  Jake Berry, Jake

Bequette and Chris Mickas had key hits for

the A’s.

Angels 12  Cubs 1

Tommy Nimura and Bryon Stone each

drove in 3 for  the Angels.  Cole Gallagher,

Tommy Nimura and Jack Stryker led the

way on the mound for the winners.  The

Cubs were led by Tommy Henderson’s per-

fect day at the plate, and stellar defense in

centerfield by Grant Jackson.

Yankees 19  Giants 2

Ben Miller and Will Brueckner had 3 hits a

piece and Johnny O’Malley drove in 4 as the

Yankees exploded for 13 hits. Canon Armis-

tead led the Giants with 2 hits and Harrison

Joy added a stand up triple.  Adam Remotto

held the winners hitless in his two innings

on the mound.

A’s 4  Cardinals 2

The A’s rode five innings of shutout pitch-

ing by Jake Berry, Ryan Levy and Chris

Hansen to victory in a tight game with the

Cardinals.  The Cards were led offensively

by Trent Nemanic, Matt Stanners, Casey

Harrington and Jack Brydon. 

Yankees 11  Cubs 8

Alexie Shurtz and Tommy Henderson each

went deep for the Cubs, and  Drew Ventrelle

contributed two hits, including a bases clear-

ing triple.

Cubs 9   A's 4

Alexie Shurtz clubbed a two-run homer to

spark a big inning for the Cubbies, and team-

mates Kaj Simonsen and Will Price had big

days at the plate. Jake Berry threw two

shutout innings for the A’s.

Yankees 6  Dodgers 2

Yankees pitchers, Ben Salquist, Devin

Regan, Johnny O'Malley and Will Brueck-

ner combined on a one-hitter while striking

out 7 and Devin Regan delivered a clutch

single in the 6th. For the Dodgers, Matt

Bostwick pitched two scoreless innings and

Jackson Taylor went 1 for 2 at the plate. 

Giants 20  Red Sox 4

Cannon Armistead went 3 for 4 with a  stand

up triple and Trevor Martinho got the two-

inning save for the Giants. For the Red Sox,

Brady Aiello shut down the Giants on one

hit in two innings, and Michael Fink had 2

hits and an RBI.   Michael Fink went 2 for 2

with an RBI.

AAA Division
March 21 – March 26
Cardinals 3  A’s 2

Tim Sears went 2 for 3 for the A’s and Tom

Caprio added a run scoring single. A’s

hurlers Gordon Kerns and Carpio combined

for seven strikeouts over three shutout in-

nings.  For the Cardinals, Andrew DeShong

threw two shutout innings and went 2 for 3

at the plate.

Dodgers 13  Redsox 9

Dexter Varrelman was 2 for 4 with a double

while Dodger teammate Michael Everton

scored three times.  Redsox hurler Robby

Rowell held the Dodgers in check in his two

innings on the mound, limiting the Dodgers

to one run while striking out two.    

Yankees 13  Mets 9

Bryan “Bam Bam” Bamford went deep for

the Yankees, backing the pitching of team-

mate Colin Fogarty, who faced the mini-

mum in his two innings on the hill.  Matty

Vicencio had two hits and three RBI.  For

the Mets, Evan Levy banged out three hits

and scored three runs.

Marlins 9  Cubs 6

For the Fish, Harley McKee went three for

three with a triple to back the shutout pitch-

ing of Mason McKay, Troy Ganter, Travis

Armistead and John Bindi. McKee also

closed out the game with a shutdown inning

on the mound.

Angels 6   Giants 5

With two outs in the sixth, Chase Madeirous

snagged a line drive at third to end a Giants

rally. Michael Nelson, Jr. was the pitching

star for the Giants, striking out six in two in-

nings of work.

Dodgers 7  Giants 6

After two extra innings, the Dodgers finally

prevailed in a thriller at Chaney Field.

Thomas Higgings, Tyler Ewing and Anthony

Schatz all had big hits for the winners, and

Michael Everton closed it out with two hit-

less innings in relief. The Giants were led by

Michael Nelson’s two-run triple.

A’s 11  Cubs 6

Paul Griessel went 2 for 3 for the A’s and,

along with Ryan Burnett, pitched a shutout

inning. The Cubs got 2 hits a piece from

Sam Dinerman, Brad Altbaum and Justin

Pratt.

Marlins 13  Mets 6

Jon Bindi clubbed a double and a triple and

Harley McKee, Travis Armistead and

Jonathan Barnes threw shutout innings for

the Marlins.

Dodgers 12  Yankees 6

The Dodgers stayed unbeaten in AAA with

a preseason win over the Yankees.  Jason

Cornell  and Thomas Higgins led the way

with the bats, and Joey Miller struck out the

side in one inning of relief.  Chris Ar-

manino’s  perfect day at the plate highlighted

a potent Yankee offense.

Redsox 13  Giants 9

In a slugfest, the Redsox pounded out 10

hits, with Nick DeCool going 3 for 3. Kyle

Mizell and Nathan Tarkoff  added 2 hits and

Robby Rowell slammed a double that one-

hopped the fence at Cheney field.  Chris

Nelson, Andre Mannion and Cole Robert-

son all collected 2 hits for the Giants.

Yankees 8 Redsox 6

Justin Plummer was 2 for 2 with 3 RBI for

the Yankees, backing two shutout innings by

Kyle Bunting. Robbie Rowell starred offen-

sively for the Sox.

Angels 11  Cardinals 8

Ryan Regan led the Angels to victory, going

3 for 4 at the plate and pitching two perfect

innings. The Cards were led by Seppi Ort-

man’s two hits and two shutout innings.

Lady Mats Top Dublin 8-7
By Lucy Amaral

With 22 seconds left on the

clock, left attack wing

Meghan McConnell fired one into

the goal to lift defending DFAL

Champions, the Lady Mats varsity

lacrosse team, to an 8-7 victory over

the Lady Gaels of Dublin, on

March 24, at Miramonte.

McConnell racked up a total

of three goals for the evening.  Cen-

ter Alexandra Seclow, also scored a

hat trick during the game, with left

defense wing, Anna Radoff and

right attack wing, Madison Zim-

merman, signing in with one goal

each.  Radoff also logged one assist.

An impressive performance,

especially as there are only three re-

turning varsity players on the team

this year, none of whom started this

game. “We are a young team and

we are learning and jelling to-

gether,” said Natalia Mejia, Mira-

monte’s coach.  “Dublin is a strong

team, so it was nice to have a win

against such a traditionally strong

team.”

From the first face-off, Mira-

monte took an aggressive stance,

with the team scoring four goals in

rapid succession.  Dublin came

back tough in the last minutes, scor-

ing a matching four.  But a strong

Miramonte defense, led by Caitlin

Bott and Katie Marker, held Dublin

at bay, and a late goal by Zimmer-

man raised the ante to end the first

half with a score of 5 to 4, advan-

tage Miramonte.

Early in the second half, Mi-

ramonte scored again, bringing the

tally to 6-4, but midway through

Dublin went on the attack, tying the

score, then moving ahead 7-6.  

With just under four minutes

on the clock, Radoff sliced one into

the goal to tie the score, which held

until the last 22 seconds of the game

and McConnell’s final score.

Dublin ran the ball back, made an

attempt but was blocked by goalie

Danielle Albo - her seventh save of

the game - giving Miramonte pos-

session and, ultimately, the win.

“The last 22 seconds of the

game we definitely needed posses-

sion.  That was going to win us the

game,” said Mejia.  “And, fortu-

nately, we have a very good goalie

who stopped the last minute shot by

Dublin and saved the game for us.

She really stepped up.”

Mejia said that the pressure

during the last seconds of the game

was not unexpected.  “Being con-

sistent and keeping our composure

is something we work on,” she said.

“Keeping that level throughout the

game has been one of our main fo-

cuses, so seeing them accomplish

that in play is very nice.”

Miramonte’s attack wing Madison Zimmerman advances the ball Photo Doug Kohen

Lady Mats get psyched for the game against Dublin Photo Doug Kohen

Undefeated in League, 
St. P’s 5th Grade Boys Fall to All Saints in Playoffs
Submitted by Sheryl Cardiff

St. P’s Wins 5th Grade Girls National Division
Submitted by Kevin Porep

St. Perpetua 5th grade CYO Na-

tional team, with a 11-0 record

won the West Diablo 5th grade Na-

tional Division. Pictured in the top

row (left-to right) Coach Dino

Duque, Emily Collins, Grace De-

skin, Asha Alagappan, Catherine

DeLuna, Coach Kevin Porep.  Bot-

tom row: Diana Duque, Amy Sab-

badini, Carly Porep, Martha Morse

Claire Porep.

Photo provided

The St. Perpetua boys 5th grade

American team culminated

their regular season with a 12-0

record.  They went on to win the

post-season West Diablo CYO tour-

nament.  This tournament qualified

their team to play in the CYO Oak-

land Diocese Championships where

they finally fell to All Saints of Hay-

ward.  This 5th grade team had play-

ers from Burton Valley, Happy

Valley, Lafayette Elementary and St.

Perpetual who worked hard together

for a very memorable season.  Ryan

Cardiff of Burton Valley Elementary

said, "We all listened to our coaches

and gave more than one hundred

percent.  We had a great time doing it."

Pictured are (L-R) Maddison Young, Ryan Cardiff, Jake Berry, Tyler Henderson, Grant Young, 
Max Flower, Cannon Armistead, Jack Cassidy, Jake Rowley, and Ryan Leamy. Greg Young 
(center, back row) coached the team with the help of Mark Flower (left) and Mike Cassidy (right).

Photo Kerry Armistead

Send sports stories and ideas to:
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com   or   call 925-377-0977



The Saint Mary’s softball team

split their double header

against Dartmouth on Tuesday

March 24th, winning the first game

3-1, and dropping the second, 1-3.

The home stand moved the Gaels to

14-15 on the season leading them

into a 3 game home stand against Cal

State Bakersfield.  

In the early game, freshman

righty, Brittany Linton went six in-

nings and giving up one run, earning

her 5th win of the season.  The Gaels

scored all three of their runs in the

bottom of the third.  Katelyn La

Russa walked to begin the inning.  A

sacrifice bunt up the third base line

from Sadie Dolcini moved La Russa

to second, and when Rebecca Saba-

tini grounded out the pitcher, La

Russa moved on to third.  The Big

Green’s pitcher Devin Lindsay

walked Kayla Gonzales to first.

Lindsay continued to struggle, giv-

ing up a single to Kat Delpit and put-

ting Saint Mary’s on the board for

their first run.  

The Gaels weren’t done with

Lindsay there, as Jenna Smith dou-

bled to left field and scored Gonzales

and Delpit.  It wasn’t until late in the

game when Dartmouth found their

way onto the scoreboard, with a sin-

gle run in the top of the seventh.  

In the second game Saint

Mary’s took advantage of Dart-

mouth’s early mistakes, as Sabatini

scored an unearned run.  The Gaels

couldn’t hold on to their momentum,

as Maryanne Cronin gave up seven

hits and three earned runs, falling to a

7-4 record on the season.  The Big

Green’s first two runs came in the top

of the third when Nikki Yee’s single to

center field earned her two RBI’s.

Saint Mary’s held them scoreless until

the 7th when Ashley Gleason led off

with a double down the right field line

and was driven in on a single.  

The Gaels brought back Lin-

ton to close out the inning, but it was

too little too late as they were unable

to make a come back.  

Last weekend, Saint Mary’s

went 2-1 with Bakersfield ending

their non-conference play, 16-16.

They will open the conference on

April 4, against Loyal Marymount in

Los Angeles, with great hopes for

building upon their 27-26 season last

year, the best in school history.

“Conference is wide open for any-

one to take it,” says head coach Jes-

sica Hanaseth.  With only two home

stands during conference play,

Hanaseth says “it will be a challenge

to be on the road so much,” but she

has full faith in the Gaels potential to

finish out games.  

The NCAA may have snubbed

SMC but fans stayed true,

selling out the March 23, 2nd round

NIT home match-up against David-

son in an unprecedented 45 minutes,

setting yet another school record this

season. But that left unlucky fans to

watch the game on ESPN2 and miss

the energy that filled McKeon Pavil-

ion, complete with venders selling

newly printed “Moraga Madness” t-

shirts.

“The gym was almost packed

before we even started warm-ups,”

said SMC’s Patty Mills afterwards.

“You could feel the tension in the air

that this was going to be an exciting

game.”  Davidson’s Stephen Curry

said he’d remember the game, that

SMC’s “high style crowd” and “big

atmosphere” made it fun even

though Davidson lost.

The Gaels’ 80-68 win against

Davidson advanced SMC to the NIT

quarterfinals, a road trip to Southern

California, where SMC ended its

season by falling to San Diego State,

70-66. A disappoint – yes. But noth-

ing can take away from Moraga’s

own March Madness and the game

that pitted not just SMC against

Davidson but also Patty Mills with

Stephen Curry, players expected to

face one another again one day on

the NBA court. RSFox

The Lamorinda Varsity Rugby

Club (“Lamo”) took two

games in league play against Pied-

mont and Hayward to bring their

record to 3 and 0.  On Saturday

evening, March 14, Lamo took on

the Piedmont Rugby Club at Pied-

mont High School.  It was a hard-

hitting battle in front of 500

enthusiastic fans.  Lamo scored the

initial try less than 10 minutes into

the game when Rocket Rodriquez

(Campolindo) sprinted around the

outside of the Piedmont defense for

an impressive 5-point try.  

Piedmont came right back

and scored at the 14 minute mark

to tie the score at 5 to 5.  The tough

defensive hitting continued until

the 24 minute mark when Zack

Purdy (Miramonte) won a line out

for Lamo and was powered 15

yards by a maul in for the 5 point

score.  Wes Van Tonder (Alham-

bra) finished off the scoring with a

3-pointer and extra 2 after the sec-

ond try to bring the score to 15 to 5

at halftime.

The hard hits continued in

the 2nd half but Lamo went down

a man when their 8 man was

tagged for a high tackle and tossed

from the game.  At that point Pied-

mont gained momentum quickly

scoring twice over a 6 minute pe-

riod to take the lead at 17 to 15.

But the Lamo defense toughened

and finally got the offensive break

they needed. 

Still down a player with 2

minutes to go in the game, Tuli

Taufoou (Ygnacio Valley) broke

away from 40 yards out, cut to the

inside drawing the defense and

zipped a crisp pass to Holden

Nakamura (Clayton Valley) for the

5 point try and a hard earned 20 to

17 win for Lamo over Piedmont.

Lamo continued their win-

ning ways on Saturday, March 21,

in a daytime match against a big

and experienced Hayward RFC

Club.  The battle in the scrums and

mauls was fierce between these

two very large front lines. 

Lamo’s front line of Cal

bound Cole Huntley (San Ramon

Valley), Ty Fach (Campolindo) and

Zack Purdy, along with David

Eastman (Miramonte), Phil Mold-

off (Campolindo), Nick Lunsford

(Acalanes) and Ignacio Martinez

(Ygnacio Valley) generally over-

powers their opponents, but not in

this game.  Lamo needed to use all

of its speed on the outside, com-

bined with crisp passing and a su-

perior kicking game to beat the

Hayward RFC, 25 to 10.  

Wes Van Tonder was high

scorer for Lamo with 10 points on

two penalty kicks and two 2-point

conversions. Lamo’s outside speed

from Chase Herring (Las Lomas),

JT Chritton (Campolindo), PJ

Gabrielli ( Miramonte), Rocket

Rodriquez  and Tuli Taufoou ulti-

mately made the difference.  

Long 5 point scores by Ro-

driquez and Taufoou showed their

precision teamwork as each player

assisted on the other’s score.  Ty

Fach also scored on a 10 yard run

out of a scrum to complete the

scoring for Lamo.

Next up for Lamorinda

Rugby Field Club is their annual

spring break tour which takes them

to Washington State and British

Columbia Canada this year.
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Handyman

Classes Offered

$3 per line in bold,
$2 per regular line, 

3 lines minimum 
(max 30 Characters per line)

Submit online:  http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more.  Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.  
Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Windows & Gutters

Music lessons
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan    283-7601

Professional
Quality Work
All types of repairs done.

Woodworking, Electical, Audio, 
Leak repair, Drywall, Painting and more.

Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

☎ 708-6053/283-3240 (925)
E-mail; mlou812@pacbell.net

Mexico- Cabo San Lucus
Stunning home on the Pacific
Sleeps 10, daily maid, 254-5539
www.lavillacontenta.com
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Robert Johnson, Sheryl Cardiff

Neat lady, non-smoker, CMT,
w/Rat Terrier dog, seeks room
to rent in Canyon. 925-339-4161

Rental wanted

Martha's Vineyard House
private beach with dock 
Katama Bay-Edgartown  
sleeps 12, great for families
call 925-330-1983
www.wuerthminnow.com

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Mortgage

JT Productions DJ company
Birthdays, School Dances, Etc.
(925)-354-5995
www.jtproductionsdjing.com

Disk Jockey
100% VA Financing to $1,094,000
Call Annmarie Stern 
200-2556. Dre# 01176500

ONLY 3 ½% Down up to $729,750
Call Annmarie Stern 200-2556
Dre#01176500

NEED FAST MONEY,BIG LOANS!
Call Annmarie Stern 200-2556
Dre# 01176500

SPORTS
LAMORINDA’S LOCAL SPORTS NEWS

Need cash? Can you sew? 
I need People to sew pillow with
trim.    Paid per piece. 631-1063 

TAHOE
Lakefront Tahoe City Town Home
4 BR/2.5 BA. Sleeps 10. Pool,
Tennis, Near Skiing, Local Key
Exchange. From $1,700/wk.
www.vrbo.com/231447
(925)247-0077

Window washing
& Raingutter cleaning

Prompt/Friendly/Reliable
Lafayette Resident Joe Ryan

(925) 210-7400

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults.  All fitness
levels.  Early morning classes
available.  You know you want
it! 925-457-4587, 
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Sales teams needed in Orinda
Moraga, Lafayette & Castro Valley.
Training included.  Commissions.
510-339-1724

Help wanted

Amidst Pomp and Pageantry, Gaels Make a Run At Goliath
By Kevin D. Shallat

The fans of Saint Mary’s and

Cal were treated to something

special in Moraga on Saturday,

March 21, as the third ranked Gaels

hosted the number one ranked Cal

Bears rugby squad.  Both teams

came into this game undefeated,

with the Bears boasting a 25-0

record, and the Gaels carrying a 17-

0-1 record. 

After not allowing one try to

Cal in the first half, the Gaels even-

tually succumbed to the Bears’ of-

fensive strength and lost the match,

20-5. The win crowned Cal the top

team in the Northern California

Conference, giving the Bears the top

seed from the Pacific Coast in the

national playoffs.

Saturday’s game in Moraga

had a mystical and Gaelic feel to it,

as the fans packed the sidelines be-

neath the mist surrounding the

rolling East Bay hills.  Saint Mary’s

took the field in fine fashion as a

bagpiper led the Gaels out onto the

field.  Yet even the bagpiper was not

to be outdone, as two Navy F-18 jet

airplanes flew directly over Pat Vin-

cent Field following the conclusion

of the national anthem.

For the local rugby commu-

nity, the SMC-Cal game was a

homecoming of sorts. Both SMC

and Cal recruit Lamorinda Rugby

(Lamo) graduating players.  The

Gaels currently have five Lamo

alumni on their roster, while Cal has

ten. The 2009 Lamo team was on

hand to watch their program’s

alumni battle at the elite collegiate

level.  One of those alumni included

standout starter and SMC vice-cap-

tain Andrew Cook, a sophomore

flanker for the Gaels.  Local sports

fans need only glance at the SMC or

Cal roster to recognize graduates

from each of the Lamorinda high

schools, including Drew and Grant

Hyjer (Miramonte), Mike Furlong

(Acalanes), Connor Ring (Acalanes)

and Nick Mascheroni (Campolindo). 

The Gael defense was out-

standing in the first period.  They

were able to keep the Bears out of

the in-goal area for the entire first

half, something only a few teams

have done all season against Cal.

However, the Bears still managed to

get six points on two penalties to

take a 6-0 lead at halftime.

The Gaels picked it up offen-

sively in the second period, domi-

nating the time of possession during

the first part of the second half.  Per-

haps the most exciting play of the

day came when Tim Maupin inter-

cepted a pass and quickly passed it

off to Austen Mount, who then

dished it off to Blake McGahan for

the lone Saint Mary’s try.  The Gaels

were able to cut the score to 5-6, but

missed the conversion. 

Perhaps no Gael was more

dominant than Brendan O’Meara.

The Saint Mary’s center kept the

Gaels in this match with a number

of breakaway runs.  Unfortunately

for the Gaels, they were unable to

turn those runs into scores.  The

Bears scored their first try of the

game with just under 18 minutes to

play.  Then, with 36 seconds left in

regulation, the Bears added their

final try of the game to seal a 20-5

victory over the Gaels.

“If we’re lucky enough, we

put in the work, we’ll get to fight

against them again in the final four

at Stanford,” said O’Meara.

Cal dominating the line out Photo Robin Schoettler Fox

Lamorinda Rugby Stays Undefeated in League Play
Submitted by Al Purdy

Lamorinda Rugby maul, ball carried by Zack Purdy (standing) and powered by (left to right) Ty Fach, 
Cole Huntley and David Eastman   Photo by Karen Drinkwater

We’ll Always Have “Moraga Madness”

Photo Tod Fierner

Saint Mary’s Splits with Dartmouth
By Mikaela Cowles 

SMC's Brittany Linton poised  to unleash a powerful pitch          Photo Tod Fierner



Campolindo’s varsity baseball

team opened the 2009 DFAL

season on the Cougar’s home field

with tremendous hustle and a 6th in-

ning surge that clinched a 7-1 victory

over the Dougherty Valley Wildcats.

Initial innings started slow, only

singles and groundouts. In the bottom

of the 4th inning, Campo threatened

with the bases juiced, but left fielder

Jimmy Hilk struck out, ending the

Cougars’ chance. By the end of the

5th inning, the score was still 0-0.

It was the 6th inning that pro-

vided the game’s entertainment. 

In the top of the 6th, the Wild-

cats threatened with 2 runners on and

only one out. Nate Faris’ single off

Campo pitcher Matt Robinson

brought home the runner from third,

giving Dougherty their only run of

the game. 

The bottom half of the 6th in-

ning is what really won the game for

Campo. Leading off, second base-

man Michael Kathan was hit by a

pitch and sent to 1st base, the 3rd

Campo player hit in the game. Right

fielder Tommy Stephens walked,

and first baseman Chris Killeen exe-

cuted a picture perfect bunt to load

the bases for Campo with no one out.

Center fielder Corbin Chase’s

walk brought in Kathan, and Campo

tied the game at one-all. But that was

just the beginning. The Cougars

scored 6 more on 2-run RBI singles

from freshman third baseman James

Marvel and DH Josh Cushing, and

another RBI single from Stephens,

giving Campo the easy 7-1 win. 

During the Cougars’ 6th in-

ning scoring run, Campo had a

chance to add one more, but Corbin

Chase was thrown out at home,

thanks to some great Wildcat out-

field play. 

With the opening day victory,

Campo starts their DFAL record on

a high note at 1-0, a nice way to

start another fun season of DFAL

baseball. 
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SPORTS
LAMORINDA’S LOCAL SPORTS NEWS

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103
Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-0505  
www.villageassociates.com 

Markets Change.
Leaders Don’t.

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

To learn more about Village Associates or to preview
our listings, please visit:
www.villageassociates.com

THE VILLAGE ASSOCIATES: Ashley Battersby, Patricia Battersby, Joan Cleveland, 
Joan Eggers, Joan Evans, Linda S Friedman, Marianne Greene, Pamela Halloran, 
Dexter Honens II, Debbie Johnston, Margot Kaufman, Susan Zeh Layng, Art Lehman,
Charles Levine, April Matthews, I. Bruce Maxon, Loretta Mullins, Karen Murphy, Ben Olsen,
Sue Olsen, Kurt Piper, Tara Rochlin, Judy Schoenrock, Ann Sharf, Steve Smith, Jeff Snell,
Lynda Snell, Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega, Ann Ward, Dan Weil, Lara Williamson, and
Margaret Zucker

Our continued leadership and 
success in the face of a wavering
economy is due to the steadfast 

support we receive from the 
community we serve.

Thursday, April 2
Baseball

Acalanes @ Miramonte, 4pm
Dublin @ Campolindo, 4pm

Softball
Dublin @ Campolindo, 4pm
Friday, April 3

Boys Lacrosse
Dougherty Valley @ Miramonte, 7pm

Saturday, April 4
Baseball

American @ Campolindo, Noon
Tuesday, April 7

Baseball
Las Lomas @ Miramonte, 4pm

Softball
Las Lomas @ Miramonte, 4pm

Boys Lacrosse
Acalanes @ Campolindo, 7pm
Alhambra @ Miramonte, 7pm

Girls Lacrosse
Campolindo @ Acalanes, 7pm

Boys Tennis
Las Lomas @ Acalanes, 3:30pm

Miramonte @ Campolindo, 3:30pm
Boys Golf

Alhambra v. Miramonte @ OCC, 3:30pm
Wednesday, April 8

Boys Lacrosse
Piedmont @ Acalanes, 7:30pm

Track
Alhambra & Dublin @ Acalanes, 3:45pm

Boys Volleyball
Dougherty Valley @ Acalanes, 6pm

Boys Tennis
Alhambra @ Acalanes, 3:30pm

Thursday, April 9
Baseball

Campolindo @ Acalanes, 4pm
Softball

Campolindo @ Acalanes, 4pm
Boys Tennis

Acalanes @ Miramonte, 3:30pm
Boys Golf

Miramonte v. Campolindo @ MCC, 3:30pm
Friday, April 10

Girls Softball
Alhambra @Acalanes, 4pm

Boys Lacrosse
Dublin @ Acalanes, 7pm
Alhambra @ Campolindo, 7pm

Girls Lacrosse
Granada @ Miramonte, 7pm

Swimming & Diving
Acalanes @ Campolindo, 3:45pm

Boys Volleyball
Dublin @ Acalanes, 6pm
Alhambra @ Campolindo, 6pm

Saturday, April 11
Baseball

Newark Memorial @ Campolindo, 11am
Monday, April 13

Girls Lacrosse
Cal High @ Acalanes, 7pm

Tuesday, April 14
Softball

Mirmaonte @ Campolindo, 4pm 
Boys Lacrosse

Dougherty Valley @ Acalanes, 7pm
Girls Lacrosse

Dublin @ Campolindo, 7pm
Las Lomas @ Miramonte, 7pm

Boys Tennis
Alhambra @ Acalanes, 3:30pm
Dougherty Valley @ Campolindo, 3:30pm
Dublin @ Miramonte, 3:30pm

Wednesday, April 15
Boys Volleyball

Acalanes @ Campolindo, 6pm
Alhambra @ Miramonte, 6pm

Thursday, April 16
Softball

Acalanes @ Miramonte, 4pm 
Swimming & Diving

Miramonte @ Acalalnes, 3:45pm
Las Lomas @ Campolindo, 3:45

Friday, April 17
Boys Lacrosse

Las Lomas @ Acalanes, 7pm
Miramonte @ Campolindo, 7pm

Girls Lacrosse
Campolindo @ Miramonte, 7pm

Boys Volleyball
Las Lomas @ Acalanes, 6pm
Miramonte @ Campolindo, 6pm

Cougars Cruise on Opening Day
By Alex Crook

Campo’s Michael Kathan (#2) at the plate Photo Andy Scheck

JM 8th Grade Boys Take Championship Title
Submitted by Kim Colonna

Following an undefeated sea-

son, the 8A Basketball Team

from Joaquin Moraga Intermedi-

ate School won the end of season

tournament in the Championship

game, defeating Longfellow

Middle School from Berkeley.

Garret Colonna was named MVP

for the tournament.  Not only was

this JM team undefeated this

year, they were also undefeated

last year and won the Champi-

onship as 7th graders under the

same coach, Will French.  

Photo submitted by Kim Colonna

6th Grade Wildcats Win Martinez Tournament
Submitted by Suzy Hansen

Coached by Acalanes seniors

Alex Peck and David Kann,

Stanley’s 6th grade team, organized

as the culmination of the school’s in-

tramural basketball program to com-

pete in Martinez Junior High’s March

tournament, went undefeated (4-0),

taking the tournament’s trophy back

to Lafayette. Pictured (L-R, in the

front row): Kevin Hull (All-Tourna-

ment Team), Matt O’Reilly (Tourna-

ment MVP); (second row) Michael

Samaniego, Tommy Nimura, Chris

Hagmaier, Jack Eisner, Casing Har-

rington; (third row) Joey Layshock,

Calvin Saribay, Scotty Fox (holding

team trophy), Adam Remotto, Dylan

Foster; (back row) Chris Hansen,

Joey Hewitt, Coach Alex Peck and

Coach David Kann 

Photo Mary Eisner

Stanley 8B Team Wins League Tournament 
Submitted by Janet Supple Congratulations to Coach Peter

Styron and the Stanley Wildcats

Boys 8B basketball team on com-

pleting a 15-3 season by winning the

season-ending league tournament.

Stanley beat Joaquin Moraga 53-50

in double overtime in the tournament

final.  Eric Thomas was named Tour-

nament MVP.  Pictured in the front

row (left to right) are A.J. Franklin,

Parker Hagmaier, Tyler Supple,

David Furtado, Brendan Kirbach and

Jack Phipps. Back row: Eric Thomas,

Andrew Merken, Charlie Fineman,

Casey Sclar, Patrick Kalvass, and

Coach Peter Stryon.

Photo Janet Supple

Pictured in the back row is Coach Will French, players Mason Windatt, Tyler Garrison, Brett Stephens, Nick Aikawa
and John Schmitz.  Front row are Brandon Dolan, Garret Colonna and Jack Evans.  Not pictured are players Grif-
fin McCaffery, Robbie Tenerowicz and Team Manager David Reynolds. 

Local Youth Riding Team Wins Eventing Competition
Submitted by Anne Branagh

On February 27, four local girls

placed at the Twin Rivers

Ranch equestrian facility in Paso

Robles, competing at the United

States Pony Club Eventing Rally rep-

resenting Crossroads Pony Club.

With combined scores, they won

their division out of seven teams. 

Eventing, which includes dres-

sage, show jumping and cross coun-

try jumping competitions over the

course of three days, requires a great

deal of skill and athleticism from the

rider and her horse as a team. 

The winning riders were later

honored to meet – and pose for a

picture with -- Olympian Gina

Miles, silver medalist in Eventing at

the 2008 Bejing Olympics on her

horse McKinlaigh, when Miles

spoke to all the Pony Club riders.

Pictured with Miles (center) are (left

to right) Sarah Braun (sophomore,

College Park) Lauren Branagh (7th

grade, Orinda Intermediate), Grace

Ann Carrick (7th, Joaquin Moraga)

and Marissa Monroe (sophomore,

Campolindo). Branagh and Monroe

both ride at Lark Hill Farm, while

Braun rides at Poplar Place Stables

and Grace Ann rides at Rancho Dos

Rios.

Crossroads Pony Club is lo-

cated in the Briones Valley, just min-

utes from Orinda. Young equestrians

from the Lamorinda area have en-

joyed participating with Crossroads

Pony Club for the past 35 years. The

club teaches riders mounted sports

and horsemanship through friendly

competition emphasizing teamwork

and sportsmanship. For more infor-

mation about Crossroads Pony Club

go to www.ponyclub.org.

Submitted by Anne Branagh

Oakland Strokes 
Excels at Oakland Estuary Races
Submitted by Irene Gessling 

Men’s Lightweight 8 -- (left to right) Cox: Emmet Jacobs (Acalanes 11), 
James Lenczowski (Bentley HS, 12), Garrett Bell (Las Lomas 12), Matthew Lenhart (Campolindo 12), 
Stephen Gessling (Campolindo 12), Hayden Bierwith (Athenian 10), 
Sebastian Davis (Miramonte 10), Andrew Ramos (Alameda High 12),  James Kwan (Piedmont 11)

Photo provided
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Watch for Shop Moraga April 15th • Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

McDonnell Nursery
Organic Veggies

196 Moraga Way, 
Orinda

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

254-3713

•  Organic Veggies in stock now  •

•  Organic Veggies in stock now  •

•  O
rganic V

eggies  ••  
O

rg
an

ic
 V

eg
gi

es
  •

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a dependable
health professional. 

We’re also your personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda
(925) 254-1211

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment

Day                      Spa, Salon & Café

2 Theatre Square, Suite 148   •   Orinda
925-254-9721

www.entouragespa.com

(925) 482-7112
24/7 Airports & Local  •  Hybrid Vehicle

www.orindataxi.com

Looking for

Has relocated in Orinda

Village Barbers
122 Village Square, Lower Level

now at:

Available
Wed, Fri, Sat

1000 - 540

For Appointments

925-254-6911

The Orinda Frame Store
Professional Custom Framing

- Unmatched Collection of Frames and Mats
- Custom Mirrors and Shadowboxes
- Conservation Framing
- Competitive Pricing
- Locally Owned and Operated for 

Over 20 Years
110Village Square (Located behind Safeway)

Phone:    254-4465

Theatre Square, Orinda (next to the Orinda Theater)

Mon-Sat 11-8, Sun 11-7

Kasper’s 
Hot 
Dogs

A Bay Area Tradition

Full Body Massage • Foot Reflexology  

$10OFF

w/coupon*

*exp. 4-30

925-258-1888
Hours: 10 am to 9:30 pm

23 Orinda Way, Ste N  •  Orinda

Treible Stationers, Inc.

19 Orinda Way, Orinda CA 94563
Phone (925) 254-3643  •  email: treibleinc@msn.com
20579 Santa Maria Avenue • Castro Valley, CA 94546 • (510) 537-3600

• Commercial Discounts
• On-Line Ordering Available

Free Delivery

%

10% OFF Coupon
exp. 4/30/09 • present coupon or tell us about it.

Having Problems with your Computer?
Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience

• software 
• hardware 
• internet

$60 per Hour

call Joey    925-286-0347

Espresso • Coffee Beans • Desserts

Sandwiches • Soups • Salads
Open Mon-Fri 6am-5pm • Sat 7am-3:30pm

87 Orinda Way   253-9894

GeppettoÊs of Orinda

ORINDA SHOES & SERVICE
est. 1952

Shoe Repair
Specializing In Orthopedic Corrections

Footwear & Accessories

19 Avenida De Orinda • behind Orinda Motors

Tel.
925-254-5088

18 Orinda Way, Orinda  • 925-254-7766 •  www.thegannetts.com
Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning • Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning • Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists

Gift Boutique 50%

OFF
all original prices

Everything must go!
All Sales final
• Jewelry • Purses

• Dishes • Collectibles

2 Theatre Square Ste #112, Orinda  (925) 254-2594

Going Out of Business Sale

Priscilla & Fay
CUTS of ORINDA
Formally of Great Clips

Now at Coiffeur Hut 
23 Orinda Way # L  
(across from the Orinda Library
behind La Cocina Mexican Restaurant)

925-254-3373

Orinda Chamber of Commerce




