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School Governing Board Meetings

Acalanes Union 
High School District 
Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Lafayette School District 
LAFSD Office
3477 School Street, Lafayette
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2009 at 7 pm

Tentative Date - 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2009 at 7:30 pm

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Orinda Union School District 
OUSD Office
8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2009 at 7:30pm

Monday, Aug. 24 at 6:00pm

Far From Home
“Sack Lunches to Suitcases”
By Tommy Miers

As the dog days of summer

wind down, I watch from

afar as the families in my neigh-

borhood struggle to remove the

“Swim Fast Max!” or the “Go

Waves” engraved in their win-

dows in yellow and green car

paint. All the while, the visions

of sack lunches, freshman haz-

ing, and “all-nighters” (to finish

some horrendous history proj-

ect) seem to inevitably loom in

the near future. While it may be

the fear of starting high school,

the anticipation of finally being

able to drive a car to school, or

the stress of starting to think

about college applications, the

road back to school seems to al-

ways bring a palpable excite-

ment into our homes. However,

for many others and myself

there is a much different feel in

the air. Instead of the freshman

hazing, it’s the freshman 15, in-

stead of sack lunches it’s a 3-

foot mini fridge, and the idea of

an “all-nighter” might not be

completely related to school-

work anymore. 

Living in Orinda has un-

doubtedly prepared me for the

academic rigors of college, but

how could it ever prepare me

for what is to lie outside of the

classroom? It will be like noth-

ing I have ever experienced be-

fore to wander into a Safeway

and not know at least half of the

families shopping inside. Or, to

walk into a classroom and not

have my last name read aloud

with either delight or despair by

a teacher who has already made

up his or her mind based on my

older siblings. It is this idea of

finally being alone that seems

to overwhelm me more than

freshman hazing or college ap-

plications ever did.

Although it may seem like

fear and uncertainties cloud the

lives of my peers and I, now is

more of a time for rejoice than

anything else. It started when

we were young playing recre-

ational soccer, baseball, and 7

a.m. swimming. It continued to

build throughout tri-city dances

and made the transition from

AIM to Myspace to Facebook

along with us. In the weeks to

come, these bonds that we have

formed will get packed away

tightly in the suitcases and cars

around Lamorinda, and eventu-

ally find a new home wherever

we may be. For we may be far

from home, but the world of

sack lunches, freshman hazing,

and “all-nighter’s” has left an

indelible footprint on our lives.

“POWER of  YOUth” Writing Contest Announced
Submitted by Joan Stevenson

Students from throughout Lam-

orinda can win the chance to

check out books on Opening Day

on Nov. 4 at the new Lafayette Li-

brary and Learning Center and re-

ceive a POWER of YOUth library

card as part of a writing contest,

“Why Libraries,” sponsored by the

City of Lafayette, the Lafayette Li-

brary and Learning Center Foun-

dation, the County Library and

local schools. 

Student works from the

contest, which is open to all

local children, youth and teens,

will be evaluated against others

in the same grade division with

one winner in each division.

The four age/grade divi-

sions, themes and maximum

word counts are:

• Kindergarten through 
Grade 2 (or up to age 7), 

“Why I Like Libraries?” 
(maximum 250 words)

• Intermediate Grades 3-5 
(or ages 8-10), 
“Why I Like Libraries?” 
(250 words max.)

• Middle/Junior Grades 6-8 
(or ages 11-13), “Why is the 
New Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Important 
to Me?” (500 words max.)

• Senior Grades 9-12 
(or ages 14+), 
“Why Are Libraries 
Important to Society?” 
(1,000 words max.)

Entries may be handwrit-

ten or typed, and should reflect

grade-appropriate grammar,

punctuation, and spelling.

While prose and poetry are all

accepted, the entry must relate

to the theme.  A panel of judges

will judge the essays based on

Creativity, Originality and Rel-

evance to the Theme. (Students

should do their best, but mis-

spelled words do not disqualify

anyone – a well developed con-

cept is more important than

technique.) 

Deadline for entries is

Oct. 15.  Please include the en-

trant’s name, address, phone

number and email address on

the entry, and include the en-

trant’s name on the back of each

page in case pages become sep-

arated.  Submit entries to the

current Lafayette Library, the

Lafayette City Offices or your

school site office. (Not respon-

sible for lost or late entries.)

For more information, please

call the Lafayette Library at

(925) 283-3872.

Lafayette Illustrator and Author 
Launch Book at aMFa in Orinda
By Jean Follmer

Author Juandell Lens Brun-

ner flew in from Helsinki,

Finland, to launch his first

book at aMFa (Allison Mc-

Crady Fine Arts) in Orinda.

Before his move to Finland,

Brunner was a tennis instruc-

tor at Rancho Colorados Swim

& Tennis Club in Lafayette.  It

was there that he met illustra-

tor Nancy Rosso.  “I’ve given

tennis lessons to all of her

kids,” Brunner said.  “I had

wanted to write a book for

some time, but the time wasn’t

there.  I remember Nancy say-

ing she was an artist.”

Brunner grew up in

Florida and began playing ten-

nis as a child.  He encountered

challenges along the way, but

persevered.  “I was told that

tennis wasn’t for blacks – it

was for rich people.  I’m glad

I didn’t believe it,” Brunner

said.  Beefy’s First Lesson is

about a 6-year-old boy who

hails from a tennis family and

gets his first racket and lesson

on his sixth birthday.  Beefy

happens to be black.  “I

wanted to write a book be-

cause when I grew up there

were a lot of people that saw a

lot of potential in me,” Brun-

ner said.

Nancy Rosso is the talent

behind the beautiful hand

drawings in the book.  “I’ve

been drawing all my life.  I

was the kid who sat in the back

of the classroom and drew

while the teacher was talking,”

Rosso said.  A first book for

Rosso as well, she was pleased

to include her hand drawing in

the book.  Rosso said it would

have been much easier to pro-

duce the photos digitally but

they really wanted to incorpo-

rate art with the story.  Rosso

had a table set up for children

to try their hands at authoring

and illustrating.  Children

were invited to draw a series

of pictures with captions that

told a story of their choice;

most stories centered on “what

I did this summer.” 

Brunner and Rosso be-

came acquainted with An-

gelina McKinsey of Martin

Pearl Publishing and Beefy’s
First Lesson, the first of a se-

ries of books, was born.  In

conjunction with Martin Pearl

Publishing, Brunner and

Rosso generously donated 10

percent of proceeds to EFO,

LASF or MEF.  For more in-

formation, visit www.martin-

pearl.com.

"Beefy's First Lesson illustrator Nancy Rosso and author Juandell Lens Brunner
share their first book Photo Jean Follmer
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Tommy Miers is a 2009
Miramonte grad on his way
to Chapman University; the
following is the first in a
series of columns sharing his
experiences as he heads 
‘far from home.’




