Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Lafayette Art and Wine Festiva FREE
September 19 and 20
Visit Holly and Patty

1to 4 pm on either Saturday or Sunday

5

Located next to “Bank of the West”
Look for the black and white balloons
On the J. Rockdliff “beer” booth!

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wine Cork Screw
Present this coupon
To the Cronins at the Rockeliff
Lafayette Arts & Wine festival booth
On Saturday, September 19 (12-4pm)
Or, Sunday, September 20 (1-4)

And receive a rosewood

” 925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: 13

Absolutely stunning 4/3 with 3000 sf on 1/3 acre

cork screw
HOLLY HENKEL For all your real estate needs: FREE OF CHARGE
SRES o first time buyers or investors SR =
925 360-2390 ¢ relocation and referrals j LRM{M/( \/ N

holly@hollyhenkel.com e Helping you every step of the way

@ b 54 East Altarlnda Dr Orlnda Appomtment S www.pattycroninproperties.com

Privacy, views, end of court  Priced to sell $1,289,000

PATTY & GENE CRONIN
T BROKER. CRS
e 3 925.872.3842

Artists Bring Life to Local Shopping Centers

By Sophie Braccini

back portion of the center. But that
didn’t stop Allison McCrady from
taking over a previous art gallery to
displaying her work and the creations
of some 20 artists. “It all happened
organically,” explains McCrady, “I
have been an Orinda artist for ten
years. At the beginning of 2008 the
city asked me for a painting repre-
senting the city for a poster. The firm
managing Theater Square invited me
to display the original in their space,
and I agreed. Other artists proposed
to join in and I supervised the exten-

I

Art behind empty storefronts at Rheem Shopping Center in Moraga Photo Wenda Pyman

and let my customers know it. My
main goal is to allow people to enjoy
art everyday, whether it’s by coming
to the gallery, or buying something
that will make people feel good and
fit their budget.” She believes that
this adaptability is one of the ele-
ments that have made her successful
where others have failed.

“This location has been very
good for me,” adds McCrady, “the
place is beautiful, people enjoy see-
ing the art, and the company that
manages the Square has been very

HEATING & COOLING ........

The Haddon Famlly, Orinda Re5|dents Owners/Operators

¥ n two Lamorinda shopping cen-

ters, the Rheem Center in Moraga
and Theater Square in Orinda, artists
are creating new life and attracting
the community to areas that had
been a bit desolated. It just took an
artistic vision and some sound busi-
ness sense.

Somber windows adorned
with colorful artistic creations en-
liven the Moraga Rheem shopping
center. Artists are hanging a show in
the windows of empty storefronts
adjoining the Moraga Art Gallery at
570 Center Street. “It's a great part-
nership for the artists and the Center
as it helps promote the gallery while
filling the ugly, empty spaces,” says
Wenda Pyman of the Moraga Art
Gallery. “It already has made a dif-
ference ... as we were working (set-
ting up the show in August),
passersby frequently stopped to look

at the art and applaud our efforts,”
she adds, “the works cheer up the
area and lifts the spirits of the view-
ers.”

Artist Nancy Slack noted the
difference as well. “Some people
told me that they had never noticed
the gallery before,” she said, “it en-
courages shoppers to walk from one
end of the shopping center to the
other and can only be beneficial to
the small businesses located between
the anchors.”

The displays will change
every eight to ten weeks and con-
tinue until the spaces are leased.
Kimco Realty Corporation, the
owner of the Center, does not charge
the gallery for displaying the art in
empty stores.

Theater Square in Orinda has
a reputation as being a challenging
place for the businesses located in the

sion of the project.”

In fact the scheme grew so
well that McCrady now has two
spaces in the Square, one of them
being a framing studio she owns
with a partner. “When I started to
represent artists and opened the store
1 ' years ago, the recession just
started, I really questioned my deci-
sion, knowing that art is not consid-
ered a first necessity item.” But
McCrady is as much a business-
woman as she is an artist. Before
turning to art 10 years ago, she was
an investment banker and she be-
lieves that the business savvy she de-
veloped then is what makes her
succeed now.

“To succeed in any commu-
nity you have to understand it well
and adapt to its demands,” she says,
“when I started in the middle of a re-
cession, I decided to cut my prices

supportive; they want the commu-
nity to visit the Square and the com-
munity is coming.”

The Lamorinda Art Associa-
tion Open Studio on October 17 and
18 is another way that artists in the
three cities will enliven the commu-
nity. The event will kick off at the
Moraga Gallery, and McCrady’s
boutique will be part of the tour. For
more information go to:
www.laaopenstudios2009.blogspot.com.

« repairs « upgrades - maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES - FAST SERVICE

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are
intended to inform the community about
local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

925-521-1380

Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

sized 1" disposable filter.

BALLET CLASSES

Fall Classes for All Ages

*service includes a free standard
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La Boulange to Settle in Lafayette Early 2010

A final contract has been signed with Bay Bread, the
group that owns San Francisco French Bakeries and
eateries called “La Boulange.” Signing with a new ten-
ant is all about retail strategy for Craig Semmelmeyer,
the retail real estate broker who found tenants for the
Mercantile building along Mount Diablo Boulevard.
Semmelmeyer felt the property needed that kind of café
business to complement and enhance the business dy-
namic of the building. La Boulange anticipates an open-
ing at the beginning of 2010.

Chow Bella Offering Cooking Classes in Lafayette
Elaine Smit’s business is booming, from catering to
birthday parties to cooking classes. She will be expand-
ing her range having secured a new location, Founders
Grove in Lafayette, where she will manage cooking
classes, birthday parties and special events this fall. “Lo-
cated behind Lafayette Christian Church, Founders
Grove is a beautiful building, recently remodeled by the
church, now made available to the public for various
events, such as weddings, receptions, meetings,
etc... The kitchen is new, with great appliances, stove and
three ovens. I couldn’t have asked for a better location,”
says Smit. For more information and registration go to
www.chowbella.net.

Rapid Response, (925) 671-4542

To assist businesses owners and employees with layoffs,
the county’s Rapid Response team provides free out-
placement resources and services to help displaced work-
ers get back to work with minimal downtime. The Rapid
Response team urges businesses to contact them regard-
ing employee layoffs as soon as possible. They will work
with you to schedule an on-site presentation for your em-
ployees about job search, job training, academic and career
assessment, career planning and other services available at
EASTBAY Works One Stop Career Centers. Information
about obtaining unemployment insurance and other or-
ganizations and agencies that can help workers smoothly
transition back into the workforce is also provided. Con-
tact your Rapid Response representative, Susie O'Bryant
at or Sobryant@ehsd.cccounty.us for details.

New Marketing Director at Aegis,

950 Country Club Drive, Moraga

Aegis of Moraga made a recent addition to its manage-
ment team. Virginia Sargent is the new Marketing Di-
rector, taking over for Candice Moses, a familiar face in
the Lamorinda community. “I can’t say I’'m replacing
Candice, but I’'m thrilled to be following in her foot-
steps,” said Sargent, who has entrepreneurial experience,
as well as a corporate sales and marketing background.
Sargent plans to continue the Aegis of Moraga tradition
of supporting community activities, such as the annual
Moraga Pear Festival, and hosting community meetings
and events. Reach her at 925-377-7900.

News from the Three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette

* Lafayette Art & Wine Festival on Saturday, September
19 and Sunday, September 20 in Downtown Lafayette

* Business Issues/Government Affairs Committee Open
Meeting on Friday September 25 a: 8:00 a.m. in the
Lafayette Chamber Conference Room.

Moraga
* Chamber meeting on Friday, September 25, 7:30 a.m.
at the Hacienda de las Flores

Orinda

¢ Orinda Restaurant Tour on Tuesday, September 29,
from 5:00 to 8:30 p.m. The fun will start at Theater
Square with appetizers from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
The Restaurant Tour itself is from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. and will include favorite local restaurants,
with dessert from 8:00 pm. to 8:30 p.m. The event
benefits the Orinda Schools. Tickets should be
purchased in advance for $30.00 per person; tickets at
the door will cost $35.00. Purchase your ticket online at

www.orindachamber.org/OrindaRestaurant Tour2009.htm.

«  If you have a business brief to share, .
please contact Sophie Braccini at I

sophie@lamorindaweekly.com X

Music LEssons

www.musicandart.org

Lamorince Acaiclgimy of Musie

anel Ark

Private.and group lessons
Piano, string insttuments, voice
Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels:

: 925-299-1240

f‘

Master Instructor, Jami Fender-Cronin - 32 Years Exp.

(Clerr (CF Baters

SIGNUP NOW

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 376'7500
JV LUCAS PAVING

QUALITY « INTEGRITY « EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

FOURTH GENERATION PAVING COMPANY

It’s Time to Seal Coat!

ubdivisions
* Seal Coating *Tennis & Sports Courts

Lic # 195560

925-283-8027

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions

Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

Free—In—Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O. Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

£ ondastis

We will give you

Stonecastle Land and
Home Financial gives
homeowners access to
the best rates offered by the
top financial institutions.

personal service and get
you the best rates available
at the lowest possible cost.

CALL NOW!!

RATES MAY NEVER BE
THIS LOW AGAIN

This Loan Comparison above is presented as an estimate of
possible mortgage scenarios. This is not a loan commitment,
nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based
solely on estimated figures and information available at the
time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and
property qualifying. DRE License #01327738.

Great Jumbo Rates to $4,000,000

Residential Home Loan Rates

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY
Up to $900,000 Up to $4,000,000
Interest Rate APR
3 Year Fixed 3.500% 4.160% 5.000%  4.210%
5Year Fixed 4.550% 4.160% 5.250%  4.210%
7 Year Fixed  5.200% 4.160% 5.500%  4.210%
10 Year Fixed 5.450% 4.160% 5.625%  4.210%
Conforming to  Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750

30 Year Fixed 4.875% 4.937% 4.875%  5.137%
15 Year Fixed 4.250% 4.376% 4.625% 4.827%

Jumeo15 YeAr Fixeo At 5.875% (5.975% ApR)
Immsr Onwy 10 $4,000,000
i Kyle Davis

StoneCastle
Mortgage Consultant/Partner
DRE License #01111347
Direct: 925-314-5299
Fax: 925-831-9088
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com






