
If the statue could speak, the

Marquis de Lafayette would

have questions.  Like, why did it

take so long for the city to correctly

spell his name, evolving from

LaFayette, to La Fayette, to finally

Lafayette in 1932, twenty-five

years later?  The first Farmers’ Mar-

ket in Lafayette finally made the cut

on Thursday, September 4, in Plaza

Park, fifteen years after it was first

envisioned.

"There was resistance from

the locals and independent gro-

cers," explains Keith Farley, market

manager for the Contra Costa

Farmer's Markets Inc.  Farley was

quick to indicate that major grocery

retailer Safeway welcomed the

Market, but company confirmation

on this issue remains on the shelves.

"We all have differing opinions,"

said a ranked Safeway employee. 

Surrounding businesses also

resisted, in fear of losing parking

stalls to the peas and carrots.

Chamber of Commerce CEO Jay

Lifson says, "The Market is doing

everything asked of them regarding

monitoring the traffic, parking, and

polling numerous customers and

businesses with a mostly favorable

reaction."

Farley defends the Market,

saying, "Everyone does it for the

love, not the money.  The person

who grew it is selling it.  We are the

poster child for non-profits."  Not

that all of this matters to the organic

fans and their children, like Anna

McCarthy, seriously tasting a huge

strawberry with little sister Sarah

and mom Catherine.  "We love the

strawberries, I'm a Safeway con-

vert," said McCarthy.  She was fol-

lowed by another hungry crowd

that carried away all of the pies and

pastries and ran supplies low

among all vendors on opening day.  

The second Market on Sep-

tember 10 experienced some heat;

103 degrees, by some reports.  That,

along with a well-attended affair at

Acalanes High School, may have

kept the count lower.  One vendor

was a conspicuous no-show when

its delivery truck had problems get-

ting to Lafayette, leaving a gaping,

gopher-like hole between the onion

farmers and bee keepers. "Growing

pains," said Lifson.  "We are a

sounding board for any Market

issue, positive or negative." 

With children and dogs play-

ing in Plaza Square to the tunes of a

sound-a-like BB King and a big

moon rising behind the Marquis,

the last Farmers’ Market for this

year is on September 17th.

You’re a Winner!  Not. 8/19/09 An

unknown suspect mailed out fake

sweepstakes letters and forged

checks from Diamond K Supply to

various subjects in Lafayette.  If you

are the recipient of such a letter,

pleased be advised that your golden

ticket to the chocolate factory is fake

and you need to contact the

Lafayette Police.  To date, no checks

have been cashed and the motive is

unknown.

Too Many Margaritas? 8/22/09 An

unknown and appetite-free suspect

burglarized El Charro, ransacked an

office and damaged several items in

the restaurant.  It is possible that the

suspect is not playing with a full

deck because everyone knows that

the good stuff at El Charro is found

in the kitchen or behind the bar.

Put Your Toys Away 8/23/09 A

Blackberry Court resident called

Lafayette Police to report that his

son’s bicycle had been stolen from

the front of the house.  The bicycle

was outside when the family left for

a weekend trip and was gone when

they returned a few days later.  Miss-

ing is a $200 Haro 10-speed.  A more

secure bicycle storage arrangement

may be a future consideration.

Not Your Average Traffic Stop

9/1/09  Lafayette Police pulled a

Toyota Camry over for a routine traf-

fic stop and discovered the vehicle

had been stolen from a repair shop in

Oakland.  A search of the vehicle re-

vealed two large fixed blade knives

on the driver’s side floorboard and

the front passenger on a parole vio-

lation for drug-related charges.  Both

men were arrested and taken to the

Martinez Detention Facility for

booking.  
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Lafayette Lamorinda Community LafayetteCity Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

City of Lafayette:

http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Senior Services 3:00pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, September 24

Tuesday, September 22

Monday, September 28

Calendar

Thursday, September 17
Thursday, October 1

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals  • Pearls Restrung

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette

between Trader Joes 
& the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
50% off

Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/15/09.
Usually installed while you wait. 

W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

New Address:

8 Linda Vista, Orinda
Charming  and spacious Country Club treasure. 

Fabulous  traditional loved and updated home with beauti-

ful connection to many outdoor areas including covered 

patio, large deck and level lawn all in a classic Orinda setting 

of gorgeous oaks and terraced hillside. Four bedrooms, 3 full 

baths and 3353 (+or-) sq. ft. Special grand piano size living  

room with lovely beamed ceiling and wall of windows. Sunny 

chef's kitchen.  Don't miss this great value at $1,239,000. 

Pat Ames| DRE # 01134641| 925.330.5849 | PAmes@EmpireRA.com
Serving Lamorinda for 18 years with skill, integrity and enthusiasm.  

Orinda Country Club

Lafayette, California

presents

ART IN THE GARDEN
September 20, 2009,   1-4pm

featuring artist:     Brian Giambastiani

Bring this ad in and save 10% on 
all nursery & gift shop purchases            

Mt. Diablo Nursery & Garden
3295 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA 94549

Phone: (925) 283-3830    Fax: (925) 283-6593
info@mtdiablonursery.com   Mtdiablonursery.com

After you visit the

Lafayette 

Art & Wine Festival, 

come visit us.

Farmers de Lafayette
By Glenn Nosse

Lafayette Farmer’s Market last Thursday Photo Andy Scheck

Shoppers enjoying a taste Photo Andy Scheck

Fun for non-shoppers

Art and Wine Festival This Weekend

Look for accomplished

Lafayette painter Tom Taney-

hill at the Lafayette Art and Wine

Festival’s Local Artist Alley, lo-

cated between Chow and A.G. Fer-

rari at the Festival this Saturday and

Sunday.  He and scores of artists

from all over the area will be selling

their wares up and down Mt. Dia-

blo Boulevard.     C.Tyson

Tom Taneyhill Photo Cathy Tyson

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square

284-9616 •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com

See our amazing selection of
Lifestyle Bikes at the 

Lafayette Art & Wine Festival
September 19-20

Tag Pottery & Fountains

725 Gilman Street   •  Berkeley  •  (510) 849-1514
Right off Hwy 80 at 4th     Open 10AM to 5PM everyday

bring this ad 

for up to 

30%

savings

Indoor & Outdoor Fountains   •   Bird Baths
Clay & High-Fired Pottery   •   Garden Art

Benches & Statuary   •   Accessories & Gifts

(925) 339-1918
danagreen@rockcliff.com

DanaGreenTeam.com

New Lafayette Listing

33 Los Arabis Circle
Gracious Upper Happy Valley Traditional

Wonderful 1.48 acre estate property w/ pool, spa, 
enormous level lawn (perfect for soccer games), gazebo 
set amongst oaks, fruit trees, mature landscape & more.

Beautifully-updated 3800 +/- sf, 5+BD/3BA w/ renovated
kitchen, flexible floor plan & high-end finishes.

$2,295,000
Lic. 01482454




