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Margot & Hal Kaufman
Real Estate. Real People.

“The Best Peaches Are At Diablo Foods”
By Sophie Braccini

encyclopedia,” says Callahan, “he
knows everything about produce
and where and when to find the
best.” Fujimoto is working as a
consultant for Diablo Foods to cre-
ate a beautiful outside market that
features locally grown vegetables
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t the last Latayette Farmers’

market two residents were
having a conversation about
peaches, “I think the best ones are at
Diablo Foods,” said local artist
Marcia Barrow Taylor, “I cannot
say, with certainty, that Diablo
Foods peaches are ‘the best,” re-
sponded Steve Falk, Lafayette City
Manager, “I can say, however, that
they are something beyond deli-
cious. . .way beyond.” At the store,
Produce Manager Mike Callahan
would not disagree, “our business
has grown by 15% since this sum-
mer,” he said, adding, “T myself
have never eaten so many fruits in
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Bill Fujimotc?(right) works with Mike Callahan outside Diablo Foods
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my life, everything tastes so good.”

What created this produce-induced
craze at Diablo Foods? The phe-
nomenon has a name; it is Bill Fuji-
moto. For those who have been
hunting the best food in the Bay
Area, that name is a legend.

In 1961 Tom Takumi Fuji-
moto and Mary Nobori Fujimoto,
Bill’s parents, founded Monterey
Market, one of the stores of destina-
tion in North Berkeley for those
seeking top quality produce. Bill
was born to the business; he at-
tended UC Berkeley, traveled the
world and participated in the family
business until recently. “He is an

and fruits.

“Here outside we will have
year round seasonal produce which
comes directly from the farm and
have, for the most part, never been
refrigerated.” says Fujimoto. “In
winter, when it rains, we will have
produce that has been grown under
the rain and can stand it; it’s like
stepping in out into your own back-
yard to bring fresh produce directly
into your kitchen.” Right now Dia-
blo Foods is featuring the last
peaches of the season that are com-
ing from higher in the mountains,
and the first apples and grapes are
arriving.

“T'had heard a rumor in North
Berkeley that Bill was leaving Mon-
terey Market and I was very sad,”
said Orinda resident Sharon Krause,
“but to discover that he came here
is wonderful; he can get an amazing
selection of local food and I do not
have to go to Walnut Creek any-
more.”

Fujimoto is getting ready now
for the winter season, “people here

know what great food is and we just
have to provide it for them,” he says.
He is planning to introduce new va-
rieties at Diablo Foods; perhaps even
local black and white truffles.
“Customers have been react-
ing very well to our new policy,”
says Connie Collier, daughter of
store founder Ed Stokes and a great
believer in partnering with local
growers and vendors. “Look at
those pies,” added Collier (see
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Real Estate Agents Get Certified in Foreclosure
Avoidance and Short Sales

The Olsen Team of Village Associates Real Estate
381-2151 www.theolsenteam.com

Ben Olsen and Lara Olsen Williamson of The Olsen
Team at Village Associates Real Estate, Orinda have
earned the Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE)
designation, having completed training in foreclosure
avoidance and short sales. “This is useful expertise to
offer at a time when we are starting to see more foreclo-
sure activity, even in Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga, as
home values have declined in recent months,” says Ben
Olsen. In the Lamorinda area, more than 150 homes
are in some stage of foreclosure, their owners having
missed at least three payments. Short sales allow the
cash-strapped seller to repay the mortgage at the price
that the home sells for, even though it is lower than
what is owed on the property. With property values on
the decline, this can save many people from foreclo-
sure and even bankruptcy.

Novelx Selected as Runner-up for Wall Street Jour-
nal Technology Innovation Award

3746 Mt.Diablo Boulevard,Suite 100, Lafayette, 962-
0889, www.novelx.com

Novelx, Inc. was just selected as the runner-up for a
Wall Street Journal Technology Innovation Award in
the Materials and Other Base Technologies category.
The Wall Street Journal recognized Novelx for using
silicon processing technologies to miniaturize the core
technology inside a scanning electron microscope
(SEM). For this year’s Wall Street Journal Technology
Innovation Awards, judges considered whether inno-
vations were truly groundbreaking and whether their
application would be particularly useful in a time of
economic hardship.

Mt Diablo Business Women - Event — Oct. 8, 2009
Mt. Diablo Business Women will hold a Networking
Dinner on October 8 starting at p.m. at the Lafayette
Park Hotel, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette.

That night’s topic will be: “Business Dress or Business
Casual” with speaker Carole Rehbock, MCC of Con-
sulting & Coaching Solutions. Rehbock is a coaching,
consulting, and management transition expert. She spe-
cializes in leadership development, performance im-
provement and transition management. For info and
registration please contact: www.mtdiablobusiness-
women.org. cost is $37 for member, $55 guest. Register
Early by noon on October 5. Please no walk-ins.

Growing Light Montessori School Adds Ballet &
Creative Movement, 1450 Moraga Road, Moraga -
377-0407 - www.growinglight.net

The Moraga campus of Growing Light Montessori
Schools announces the addition of two new elective pro-
grams for preschoolers. Ballet and Creative Movement
have been added to the school’s current electives, which
include Spanish, Puppet Making, Art and Yoga. The
school selected the programs based on their relationships
with community partners like Star Pilates to offer chil-
dren diverse experiences and the chance to try new ac-
tivities while never leaving the school. The Moraga
campus of Growing Light Montessori Schools is now
enrolling for the 2009-2010 school year.

News from the
Three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette

* The 2009 edition of the Art and Wine Festival was a
huge success. “The Lafayette Police estimated the num-
ber of people who came at more than 100,000 people,”
reporter Chamber of Commerce CEO Jay Lifson, “ Sat-
urday was huge and Sunday may be a little too toasty!”
The Chamber sold more than 30,000 tickets for wine and
beer, proceeds from which will benefit the Lafayette Arts
and Science Foundation. “Some of our vendors did
well,” added Lifson, “for others this year was just a bit off
from last year, it seems that people are holding off a bit
on their purchases.” Overall it was a great success, with
awesome entertainment. Lifson is now counting the
days to the 2010 event.

* October 9, Coffee with the Mayor at 8:00 a.m in the
Lafayette Chamber Conference Room.

* October 13, Shop Lafayette Working Group at 12:30
p.m. in the Lafayette Chamber Conference Room.

* October 14, Chamber Mixer at 5:30 p.m. at Heritage
Bank (Oktoberfest), 101 Ygnacio Valley Road, Suite
100, Walnut Creek.

Moraga

» Committee Members Needed: In order for the Cham-
ber’s new ideas to become a reality, it needs members to
step forward to help. Some of the places where help is
needed are: Setting up for meetings, website support,
phone tree calls, setting up for mixers, manning a booth
at town events. Please email Edy Schwartz at
Edy321@comcast.net.

* October 7, Chamber Board Meeting, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00
a.m. at Aegis Assisted Living.

* October 27, Monthly Moraga Chamber Meeting, 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m., location TBD.

Orinda

e October 23, Orinda Chamber October Luncheon,
noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Orinda Country Club, 315
Camino Sobrante. This month’s topic is "An architect's
personal vision of Downtown Orinda for the next gen-
eration; opportunities for sustainable growth," by Peter
Hasselman, architect, urban designer, and illustrator
based in Orinda. Hasselman has been associated with
such projects as the Pennsylvania Avenue master plan in
Washington, DC, the new town of Reston, Virginia, the
Baltimore Interstate Highway System, and the rehabili-
tation of the Amtrak stations and design of new mainte-
nance facilities between Washington and Boston. As a
consultant in planning and architectural design, he has
participated in design projects around the world, includ-
ing urban development in Seoul, Honolulu, Tokyo, San
Francisco, Atlanta, Prague and Beijing; resorts in south-
east Asia, the Caribbean, Mexico and Spain; and parks
and exhibition centers in Korea and Dubai. He was
elected a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects
in 1983. Cost $30.00 per person; RSVP 925-254-3909.

«  If you have a business brief to share, .
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] sophie@lamorindaweekly.com .I

photo), “a customer just brought
them in appreciation of our work.”

Diablo Foods is located at
3615 Mount Diablo Blvd,
Lafayette, phone 283-0737.

- repairs - upgrades - maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES - FAST SERVICE

Diablo Foods received a gi?t-ofl
freshly baked pies
Photo provided

Furnace/A/C |
Checkup* |

*service includes a free standard

sized 1" disposable filter.

We do offer a variety of |
pleated and washable filters.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are
intended to inform the community about
local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

925-521-1380

Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Music LEssons

www.musicandart.org

Lamorincla Acaclgmy of Musie anel Ar
Privateand group lessons

Piano, string insttuments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

> 925-299-1240

Great Jumbo Rates to $4,000,000

| L LS
Residential Home Loan Rates

T JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY
Home Financial gives Up to $900,000 Up to $4,000,000
fome Financial give
the best rates Offered by the 3 Year Fixed 3500% 4160% 4750% 4210%
top financial institutions. SYearFixed 4.550% 4.160% | 5.000% 4210%
o TYearFixed  5.200% 4.160% | 5.500% 4.210%
We ‘;fﬂl give you ; 10Year Fixed 5.450% 4.160% |  5.625% 4.210%
personal service and get X X
you the best rates available Con?f:;rlr;uggot 0 Co"for;;l;g ‘;uslgbo to
hel ibl . ’ i
at the lowest possible cost 30YearFixed 4.625% 4.717% | 4.875% 4.997%
15Year Fixed 4.250% 4.376% | 4375% 4.497%
CALL NOW!!

Jumeo 40 YEAR LoAN WiTH A 15 YEAR INTEREST ONLY
Fuxeo Rave AT 5.75% (5.825% APR) 10 $4,000,000

RATES MAY NEVER BE
THIS LOW AGAIN

Kyle Davis
StoneCastle
Mortgage Consultant/Partner
DRE License #01111347
Direct: 925-314-5299
Fax: 925-831-9088
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

-

This Loan Comparison above is presented as an estimate of
possible mortgage scenarios. This is not a loan commitment,
nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based
solely on estimated figures and information available at the
time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and
property qualifying. DRE License #01327738.

Dramatic contemporary in Hidden Oaks! Single story w/3900 sf

Private, quiet, 1/2 acre. Exceptional quality. New $2,595,000

PATTY & GENE CRONIN
BROKER. CRS
925.872.3842
WwWw.pattycroninproperties.com

Experience Counts

Great Buy in Happy Valley! 5000 sf w/5 bed and 4.5 baths
Views, privacy, pool, level enormous yard 2+ acres. $1,750,000

2

Call us for:
*Bank owned homes
*“Short sale” opportunities

*Free home value estimates
* Professional staging ideas

*Neighborhood sales 4y = | : T
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3954 Quail Ridge Rd., Lafayette Open Sunday RaSlDZ@LEINEEYIE RSy






