
“We hope to show you

some very positive

changes.  We’d like a good solid

thumbs up to proceed with this proj-

ect,” said Ray Panek, Senior Vice

President of KB Homes South Bay.  

KB Homes South Bay is con-

sidering whether to go ahead with a

proposed 82-unit condominium de-

velopment on the 1.47 acre site be-

hind Panda Express that is currently

a parking lot. 

The five story project re-

ceived feedback early in the sum-

mer to gage city support at a joint

meeting of the City Council, Plan-

ning Commission and Design Re-

view Committee.  At that point

there weren’t any fatal flaws, but

definitely some constructive criti-

cism.  Heller Manus Architects

came back at the September 14

meeting with some significant

changes to the plans.  The unpopu-

lar towers were removed, the num-

ber of units were scaled back from

89 to 82, and the lobby area was

moved to align with Dewing Av-

enue, among other things.

The landscaping was also

significantly improved; now it’s

much more pedestrian friendly with

greater articulation of the walkway

and enhanced connectivity.  Land-

scape Architect Bill Smith explains

the design, “We’ve created a more

generous plaza area – now it feels

like you’re walking through a

woodland.”

At this point the ball, or

rather the multi-family project, is

in KB Homes’ hands.  Both the

City Council and Planning Com-

mission expressed their general

support for the project, but now it’s

up to KB Homes to seek corporate

approval as well as secure financ-

ing.  As of press time a decision

had not been made. 

Panek reiterated what a per-

fect location this is for exactly this

type of pedestrian friendly devel-

opment, “Within a quarter mile of

site are all the services you could

want – Safeway, a drugstore,

banks, restaurants.”

“Staff supports high density

multi-family at this location – it’s

an ideal site,” said Niroop Srivatsa,

City of Lafayette Planning and

Building Manager.

One particular sticking point

with residents is concern about the

height of the building.  The home-

builders made a point of noting

that, “the edge of the proposed

condominiums is fifteen feet lower

than existing adjacent Town Cen-

ter apartments.

Public comment was similar

to the last go-round.  “It’s far too

high, far too bulky.  I’d like to take

a story off to begin with and I’d

like to see story poles,” said Guy

Atwood.

“This is the site for more

housing and more density.  Any

other use would be a shame.

Clearly the fifth story is a chal-

lenge – balconies and set backs

would make it more attractive,”

said Thomas Chastain, Vice

Chair of the Planning Commis-

sion.  “Everything I see and read

points to this kind of planning –

we have all got to make some

sacrifices.”

Vice Grip Thrower Hits Target,

9/4/09 After becoming enraged by

the victim’s driving on St. Mary’s

Road, an unknown suspect pro-

ceeded to tailgate and pass the vic-

tim before hurling a pair of vice

grips out of his window.  The vice

grips hit the victim’s driver’s side

door and the victim managed to get

the last three plate numbers of the

assailant’s vehicle.  The victim does

not know the suspect but would

recognize him if he saw him again.

It is possible the suspect is an ac-

complished discus thrower with a

gripping passion.

Missing Bench, 9/4/09  A Happy

Valley Road resident was paid a

visit by the Bench Bandit.  The

crafty bandit approached the resi-

dence and removed a teakwood

bench valued at $800.  Perhaps he

didn’t make it to the Smith &

Hawken closeout sale?

Juveniles Scramble Eggs, 9/4/09

Police were summoned to Happy

Valley School to respond to an

egging incident involving a car in

the parking lot.  Seven juveniles

took responsibility for the egging.

The owner did not press charges but

wants the suspects to pay for dam-

ages to her car.  The case is being

handled through the Juvenile Di-

version program.  We hope the pro-

gram will help the throwers learn

that a plate is a more appropriate

place to put an egg.

It’s Always a Good Idea to Lock

Your Car, 9/7/09  A Ridge Road

resident forgot to lock her car.

Guess what happened?  A sharp-

eyed and nimble-fingered thief

spotted her purse in the backseat,

opened the unlocked door and stole

her purse.  There are no suspects or

witnesses although fingerprints

were taken.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, September 30, 2009Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY2

Lafayette Lamorinda Community LafayetteCity Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

City of Lafayette:

http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Senior Services 3:00pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, October 22

Tuesday, October 6

Tuesday, October 13

Please send 
storyideas to 
storydesk@
lamorinda

weekly.com

Calendar

Thursday, October 1
Thursday, October 15

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals  • Pearls Restrung

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette

between Trader Joes 
& the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
50% off

Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/15/09.
Usually installed while you wait. 

W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

New Address:

Tag Pottery & Fountains

725 Gilman Street   •  Berkeley  •  (510) 849-1514
Right off Hwy 80 at 4th     Open 10AM to 5PM everyday

bring this ad 

for up to 

30%

savings

Indoor & Outdoor Fountains   •   Bird Baths
Clay & High-Fired Pottery   •   Garden Art

Benches & Statuary   •   Accessories & Gifts

Town Center III Condominiums Fate Undecided
By Cathy Tyson

Artist’s rendering of Town Center III project, courtesy of Heller Manus Architects

Help Wanted for Parks Commission Vacancy
By Cathy Tyson

Jennifer Russell, Director of

the City of Lafayette Parks,

Trails & Recreation (PT & R) De-

partment, wants to encourage

civic minded Lafayette residents

with a strong interest in Parks to

apply for an open volunteer spot

on the PT&R Commission. 

Right now PT & R is in-

volved in quite a few interesting

ventures.  “The Commission

serves as an advisory panel to the

City Council while playing a vital

role in the development of parks,

trails, and recreation facilities.

Current projects include the com-

pletion of a Parks & Recreation

Facilities Master Plan; the con-

struction of a bike park; the de-

velopment of a dog park; and the

design of a trail that connects the

Community Center and Commu-

nity Park to the Burton Ridge,”

said Russell in a statement.

With a time commitment of

just one evening meeting per

month, serving on the Commis-

sion is not an overwhelming com-

mitment.  “The nine member

body is divided into three sub-

committees, Parks, Trails and

Community Center,” said Rus-

sell, noting the current opening is

for the Parks subcommittee.

“The Parks subcommittee re-

views and supports effective

management and operations of

existing park facilities to maxi-

mize public enjoyment.”

For more information, call

(925) 284-2232 or e-mail jrus-

sell@ci.lafayette.ca.us for an ap-

plication.  Who needs a paycheck

or health insurance when you can

give back to the community so it

can be an even better place to

live?  

Residents with diverse in-

terests should be aware that there

are currently openings on a num-

ber of other committees: the Bi-

cycle Pedestrian Advisory

Committee, the Contra Costa Ad-

visory Council on Aging, the

Crime Prevention Committee and

the Senior Services Commission.

See city website for more details,

www.lovelafayette.org, or call

City Clerk Joanne Robbins (925)

299-3210.

Unique Art Project for Foster Youth
By Cathy Tyson

“Hope Matters,” a 4’ x 5’ multi-media collage that local foster youth made
with the assistance of Marcia Barrow Taylor

Talented Lafayette artist

Marcia Barrow Taylor had

just left a position as a children’s

docent at the San Francisco Mu-

seum of Modern Art, to spend

more time in the studio, “but I

felt a little guilty not working

with kids.”

Wanting to get involved

with foster youth, perhaps donate

some of her art, she took a tour of

a local facility, Anderson House.

One of the residents, a 14-

year-old girl named Destynii,

“happened to come home early

from school that day while Taylor

was taking a tour.  “I came face to

face with the limitations these kids

have.  I just couldn’t shake it.”

... continued on page 9

(925) 339-1918
danagreen@rockcliff.com

DanaGreenTeam.com

New Lafayette Listing

33 Los Arabis Circle
Gracious Upper Happy Valley Traditional

Wonderful 1.48 acre estate property w/ pool, spa, 
enormous level lawn (perfect for soccer games), gazebo 
set amongst oaks, fruit trees, mature landscape & more.

Beautifully-updated 3800 +/- sf, 5+BD/3BA w/ renovated
kitchen, flexible floor plan & high-end finishes.

$2,295,000
Lic. 01482454

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

UPDATE YOUR HOME WITH A      
NEW ENTRY DOOR FROM  

         ANTIGUA DOORS 
 

 

Visit or Contact us For a Free In-Home 
or

    Showroom Consultation at: 
        321 Hartz Avenue, Ste. 5, Danville,CA 94526 

 T: (925) 283-8933
  sales@antiguadoors.com 

SAVE  $500 OFF  YOUR  ENTRY  DOOR
Expires:  10/31/09

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square

284-9616 •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com

Oktoberfest Bike Blowout
All 2009 models must go! 

Up to 40% off 




