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“Ministerial Process”
Delays Specific Plan Approval

By Sophie Braccini
At the December 7th meeting
of the Moraga Planning
Commission, Commissioner Mar-
garet Goglia, realizing that this was
the last time the Commission would
be able to review the document,
asked for more “green” require-
ments and for public transportation
options to be studied before making
a final recommendation regarding
the 20-dwelling-units per acre ordi-
nance that’s included in the town’s
housing element. The housing ele-
ment goes hand in hand with the
down town Specific Plan.

Once the ordinance is
adopted by the Town Council, a de-
veloper will be able to build resi-
dences at a 20-dwelling-units per
acre density (up to 30 du/a for sen-
ior housing) on a six acre lot located

in the down town area, either by
Aegis of Moraga on Country Club
Drive; or on the north side of the
creek, across from the Moraga
Commons. There would be no
public hearing regarding this poten-
tial development, and only approval
by staff is required.

This “Ministerial Process” is
arequirement of the California De-
partment of Housing and Commu-
nity Development, the agency that
must approve Moraga’s housing el-
ement. Moraga, like every other ju-
risdiction in California, has a State
obligation to plan for the construc-
tion of a certain number of afford-
able housing units. Moraga chose
to meet its obligation by zoning a
set area for higher density.

The ordinance that defines all

the parameters of this potential de-
velopment was drafted by a sub-
committee that included two
council members, two members of
the planning commission and the
design review board, Town staff,
and the main property owner, the
Bruzzone family.

Since traffic has been a con-
cern both for residents and the
neighboring towns of Lafayette and
Orinda, Goglia asked that a shuttle
or public transportation option to
BART be included in the ordinance.
The Commission will meet again
on January 4th to discuss it and will
probably make its final recommen-
dation to the Council that night.
The Council will consider its final
decision on January 13th.

Ken Chew Elected Mayor of Moraga

Ken Chew

n December 9th the Moraga
Town Council elected Ken
Chew to serve as mayor in 2010;
Karen Mendonca was elected vice-
mayor. Three of the four council
members present voted in favor of
Chew; Council Member Mike
Metcalf abstained. Mendonca was
elected unanimously. Chew pre-
sented his objectives for the com-
ing year and the meeting was
adjourned at an unusually early
hour as those present celebrated the
election. Read more about Mayor
Chew in our next issue.
S.Braccini
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