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Botanical Art Discovery
By Sophie Braccini

Catherine Watters at work in her Orinda studio

Sometimes the stars align and
things just happen the way
they were meant to be. Catherine
Watters, a botanical painter from
Orinda, was looking for a venue at
which the Northern California So-
ciety of Botanical Artists could
hold an exhibition. At the same
time Paul Licht, Director of the UC
Berkeley Botanical Garden, was
looking for a way to bring botani-
cal art to the Garden.

When Vanessa Crews, the
Garden’s Director of Development,
met Watters she connected the two.
“Dr. Licht asked me how botanical
art might fit in and I suggested an
exhibit, a lecture and a class, and
they said yes to all,” said Watters.
Plants lllustrated: An Exhibition of
Botanical Art, curated by Watters,
opened at the Garden on January
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16th. Two of the 36 artists whose
work is displayed are from Lamor-
inda; Watters and Lee McCaffree.
Watters was born and raised
in Paris, France, and moved to the
United States as a teenager. She
graduated from UC Davis in
French Literature and Arts. The
beginning of her adult life took her
from teaching to traveling, before
getting married and having chil-
dren. “Then one day I woke up and
felt that if I didn’t go back to art
now, | might miss it for the rest of
my life,” Watters remembers. She
looked for classes and stumbled by
chance on a Botanical Art class.
“The minute I entered that class I
knew that this was what [ would be
doing for the rest of my life,” says
the painter. Watters continues to
grow in her chosen art form, dedi-

cating an increasing number of
hours to teaching it.

“I can teach botanical paint-
ing to anyone,” she says, “even if
they haven’t had any formal train-
ing.” Watters says that it takes one
to two years for her students to start
mastering the techniques, if they
apply themselves consistently. “I
can tell right away if someone has
a gift and will become excellent at
it,” she says, “but all can become
very good.”

Botanical painting is the art
of reproducing exactly, and to
scale, plants, flowers, or pods that
come from nature. “You always
work with live material,” says the
artist, “ideally, you will achieve the
first drawing in one sitting, take
pictures of your plant before it
wilts, and work with similar live
plants to finish the work.” A paint-
ing can take from 50 to 200 hours
of works and is made with only
natural elements: natural pigments
for the watercolor, ceramic bowls
to hold the paint, sable brushes, and
cotton or calf skin canvas (vellum).

“When the masters of the
18th century developed this art, it
was for scientific purposes,” ex-
plains Watters, “but they attracted
art loving patrons, too. Such was
Pierre-Joseph Redouté, who was
beloved by Marie Antoinette and
the Empress Joséphine
(Napoleon’s first wife, who had a
passion for roses).
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The UC Botanical Garden is a
non-profit research garden and
museum for the University of
California at Berkeley, having a
notably diverse plant collection
including many rare and en-
dangered plants.

Established in 1890, the Garden,
which is open to the public year
round, has over 13,000 different
kinds of plants from around the
world, cultivated by region in nat-
uralistic landscapes over its 34
acres. The garden conducts 100
programs every year with topics
including native plant dyes, or-
chid division, bird walks and
much more. The garden protects
rare plants and conducts exten-
sive research involving plants.
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A Watters painting that can be seen in

the Berkeley exhibition

Cuckoo's Louise Fletcher Gets Star
on Orinda Theater Walk of Fame
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Actress Louise Fletecher (seated left), who won
an Oscar for her portrayal of the steely-eyed
Nurse Ratched in One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest,
looks on as her honorary star for the Orinda Theater
Walk of Fame is unveiled. Fletcher along with cast
members Mimi Sarkisian (center), who played
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January 16th.
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Nurse Pilbow, and Michael Berryman (right), who
played mental ward patient Ellis, and producer/di-
rector Saul Zaentz (not shown) attended the Califor-
nia Independent Film Festival's screening of the
1975 film classic at the Orinda Theater on Saturday,
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Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.
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CASTING CALL!
January 23rd - 31t

Mature Women
wanted for paid Print ads, Fashion runway
shows, and Catalogue work.
Amateurs welcome,
In-House training program available for a fee.

For audition time call 925-705-7900
or to speak directly with our creative

director - Penelope call 415-532-5833

www.fusebayareafashion.com
1475 No. Broadway Suite 250, Walnut Creek

FUSE Bay Area Fashion
MAGAZINE
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Land & Home Financial uIi to $4,000,000

40 YEAR FIXED RATE LOANS AT 5.50% (5.25% APR)
INTEREST ONLY FOR 15 YEARS UP TO $4,000,000.
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Home Financial gives Interest Rate APR Interest Rate APR
homeowners access to
the best rates offered by the | 3 Year Fixed  3.600%  4.160% 4500%  4.210%
top financial institutions. | 5 Year Fixed  4450%  4.160% 4750%  4.210%
. 7 Year Fixed 5.250% 4.160% 5.125% 4.210%
We will give you 10 Year Fixed ~ 5375%  4.160% 5375%  4.210%
personal service and get Contorm Contorm
you the best rates available onforming to onforming Jumbo to
at the lowest possible cost §417,000 §729,750
“| 30 Year Fixed 4.750% 4.812% 4.875% 4.975%
CALL NOW!I | 15YearFixed  4250% 4317% 4375%  4459%
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StoneCastle
N Ev E R B E T H I S Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347
Direct: 925-314-5299
LOW AGAIN Fax: 925-831-9540
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com
This Loan Comparison above is presented as an estimate of possible mortgage scenarios. This is not a loan
commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures and
information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.
DRE License #01327738.
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The new decadeis all
about change!
Looking for:

Sale Pendmg' *‘F

Retirement/Vacation home?
Helping grown kids with down payment?
Investment properties?

For your 2010 real estate
opportunities...we're a phone call away!

Listed at $749,000
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326 Bonanza Way, Danville Listed at $1,189,000 holly@hollyhenkel.com





