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Gaels Fall to #14 Gonzaga, Defeat Pilots
Gaels Split First Home Games

By Justine Sgalio

half against the Pilots

he Saint Mary’s Gaels lost a

heartbreaker to the Gonzaga
Bulldogs 89-82 at McKeon Pavil-
ion on Thursday, January 14th, but
bounced back Saturday, January
16th at home with a 77-72 win over
the Portland Pilots.

The Bulldogs took the lead
early and kept it Thursday night,
dominating the Gaels offensively.

The Gaels kept the margin
within six until the 13 minute mark,
with the help of freshman guard
Matthew Dellavedova who had 15
points in the first half and went 4-
for-4 from the three point line. But
it wasn’t enough hold off the ath-
leticism of the Bulldogs offense.

Gonzaga freshman forward
Elias Harris scored 16 points in the
first half, and the Bulldogs held
Saint Mary’s senior center Omar
Sambhan to just six points. An easy
layup by senior guard Matt
Bouldin, with just under two min-
utes to go in the half, put the Bull-
dogs up by 12—their largest lead.
Heading into the locker room it was
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Omar Samham led the Gaels with an impressive 24 point second
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45-33, Gonzaga.

The Gaels matched the Bull-
dogs point for point for five minutes
early in the second half, but again
the Zags pulled ahead and with
11:28 left to play the Gaels found
themselves in a 15 point hole.

Saint Mary’s refused to give
in and with a tenacious effort the
Gaels pulled within four points with
just under a minute left in the game.
Samhan led the effort with an ex-
plosive 25 point second half, but it
wasn’t enough to pull off the win.
Two missed three pointers by the
Gaels in the last minute of the game
sealed the victory for the Bulldogs’
89-82.

“I’m disappointed in how we
played defensively,” said Saint
Mary’s head coach Randy Bennett.
“We have to learn to compete de-
fensively against good teams...it’s
a weakness of ours right now and
that’s something we really need to
improve on going forward.”

Coming off the loss against
Gonzaga, the Gaels hosted the Port-
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land Pilots (1-1). The Gaels took a
9-8 lead with just over 14 minutes
to go in the half after 3-pointers by
senior forward Ben Allen, Dellave-
dova and junior guard Mickey Mc-
Connell.

The Pilots and the Gaels bat-
tled for the lead throughout the half,
keeping the margin under just four
points. After 12 lead changes, the
Pilots went into halftime with a 31-
30 lead over the Gaels.

The second half brought an-
other explosive offensive effort by
Saint Mary’s Samhan, who had 24
of his 28 points in the second half.
The Gaels took the lead at the 18
minute marker. A 3-pointer by Port-
land senior guard T.J. Campbell
with 17:37 to go in the half gave the
Pilots the lead but Saint Mary’s re-
gained it on the next possession.
The Gaels held the lead the remain-
der of the game, and despite a run
by the Pilots which pulled them
within two with 1:51 left to play,
Saint Mary’s came away with the
77-72 win.
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Matthew Dellavedova kept the Gaels alivei

Senior forward Ben Allen,
who had 16 points for the Gaels,
was glad for the win but focused on
the road ahead. “We held our own
on our own court,” said Allen.
“Now that we’ve got this win, we

n the first half against Gonzaga with a 15 point effort going 4-for-4 from behind the line.

o
Following last week's games, Randy Bennett noted the Gaels need to improve defensively.

can focus on San Diego.”

Bennett is also glad for the
win, but admits that defensive im-
provements are still necessary. “It
was a good win for us,” said Ben-
nett. “But we still have to improve
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defensively...we’ve got to be more
disciplined defensively. We have to
compete better.”

The Gaels take on the San
Diego Toreros at McKeon Pavilion
on Thursday, January 21 at 8 p.m.

For up to date schedules see:

www.smcgaels.com

Thu, Jan 21 MBB San Diego McKeon Pavilion 8:00 PM

Sun, Jan 24 MTEN UC Davis Moraga, CA 12:00 PM

Thu, Jan 28 WBB Pepperdine McKeon Pavilion 7:00 PM

Fri, Jan 29 WLAX Denver (Saint Mary's Stadium) 3:00 PM

Sat, Jan 30 WBB Loyola Marymount McKeon Pavilion 2:00 PM
Thu, Feb 4 MBB Santa Clara McKeon Pavilion 8:30 PM

Sat, Feb 6 MBB San Francisco McKeon Pavilion 8:00 PM

Sun, Feb 7 WTEN Denver Moraga, CA 1:00 PM

Thu, Feb 11 WBB Gonzaga McKeon Pavilion 7:00 PM

Schedule is subject to change. Confirm at www.SMCGaels.com
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Classes Offered

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Susan Edgren Williams ¢
Ballet classes for all ages B
Performing opportunities ===
Moraga Parks & Recreation

925-888-7045, ww.moraga.ca.us

Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, (M exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Vacation Rentals

Mexico- Cabo San Lucus
Stunning home on the Pacific
Sleeps 10, daily maid, 254-5539
www.lavillacontenta.com

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

RAINGUTTER CLEANING
WINDOW WASHING
(925) 210-7400

PROMPT, RELIABLE SERVICE
JOE RYAN “THE BESTINTOWN !

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK
Fix those last minute Holiday Repairs.
All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

T (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Painting

Thomas Mulliken Painting
Servicing Lamorinda since
1976. Excellent workmanship,
neat, efficient and on time.
Refs. Pls call 925.930.9130 0
tmulliken@aol.com, Lic.# 319838
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Computers

Having Problems with your
Computer?

Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience
software, hardware, internet
$60 per Hour
call Joey 925286 0347
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