
The auditorium at Joaquin

Moraga Intermediate School

hadn’t seen such an outpouring of

emotion and packed seating for a

Moraga Town Council meeting

since the heady days of the speed

bump controversy.  The house was

packed on February 10th and the

public endured the rigors of gov-

ernment proceedings as they waited

for their chance to give public testi-

mony on the off-leash future of

Rancho Laguna Park.  The issue fi-

nally came up at 9:30 p.m., and

most of the residents stayed past

midnight to hear the Council not

decide anything regarding the park,

but to order more study for a dedi-

cated dog park.  

37 residents took a stand on

the 10th, 30 Moraga residents, five

folks from Orinda and two from

Lafayette; about 90% of them in

support of off-leash activities at the

park.  It was the publicly advertised

objective of the Council to decide

what kind of physical barrier should

be created at the park to separate

off-leash dogs from other types of

users.  The staff report presented the

alternatives: Plan A would fence in

the play and picnic areas leaving the

field open to off-leash dogs before 9

a.m. and starting again one hour be-

fore dusk; Plan B would create a

fenced dog park on the north side of

the park, and not allow dogs on the

grass area.  Staff estimated the cost

of plan A at between $74,000 and

$96,250, and of plan B between

$114,900 and $142,300; the

restoration of the field would cost

an additional $179,300.

While most of the pro-dog

speakers supported option A, many

asked that the Town do nothing at

all since the situation was satisfac-

tory as is, and either plan would

cost a significant amount of money.

“What the problems are we are try-

ing to solve?” asked Moraga resi-

dent Luis Salvago-Toledo, “this

place brings so much happiness to

so many people without cost to the

community.”  

The dog owners then tackled

what had been the Council’s promi-

nent concern: the Town’s liability in

case of an accident. Frank Stevens,

a lawyer from Stevens, Drummond

and Gifford in Walnut Creek, ad-

dressed municipal liability for off-

leash dogs.  He stated that the dog

owner is strictly liable for injuries

and damages caused by his/her dog

while municipalities in the area

have never been sued over resi-

dents’ dogs’ injuries or damage.

The Town’s attorney, James

Atencio responded, “Whether or

not a physical barrier is installed to

separate users, the Town would still

be exposed to liability.”   Stevens

added that municipalities could pur-

chase relatively inexpensive insur-

ance to cover such risks.

With the presentation of Mor-

aga resident Bob Reynolds the de-

bate shifted focus. “The discussion

should not stop at alternative A or

B,” said Reynolds, “mixed use is a

bad idea, and those two options are

polarizing the population.”

Reynolds recommended that the

Town look at other properties it

owns where a dedicated dog park

could be established.  “The back-40

at the Commons is underutilized

and it has good access,” he said, re-

ferring to the north-east portion of

the park, “and there is another piece

of land that could be suitable as

well; it is located along Saint Mary’s

road, across from the College.”  

Mayor Ken Chew supported

that proposal and added that he did-

n’t like either Plan A or B because

both were expensive and would not

resolve the problems at the park.

“What we need is for dog owners to

formalize an association or club that

would take responsibility for the off-

leash hour usage,” said Chew, “like

that, staff would have an interlocutor

should a problem arise.” 

The Council voted unani-

mously to instruct staff to study

other possible locations for a dedi-

cated dog park.  Staff was not given

a specific deadline by which it must

present a preliminary report. The

previously established temporary

off-leash hours will stand in the

meantime. 

From April 1 to September
30, dogs are allowed off-leash from
park opening to 9:00 a.m. and from
6 p.m. to park closing; from Octo-
ber 1 to March 31 during the same
morning hours and in the afternoon
from 4:00 p.m. to park closing.
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 WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM
License #898787

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

FREE ESTIMATES

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the 
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater 
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)
1829-B Mt. Diablo Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

$250 Off*

*Minimum 1,000 sq. ft.
Exp. 3-15-10

We Specialize In Carpet, Upholstery
& Area Rug Cleaning

Odor Control ­ Pet Urine Removal
Oriental Rugs Flood Damage

Tile & Stone Restoration
Residential • Commercial

New High Powered 
Truck Mounted Equipment

EPA Approved Method Licensed­Bonded­Insured

CARPET
CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
We Pre­Spot, Scrub & Steam Clean Every Job 

(925) 283-8744
www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

WINTER  SPECIAL

I 5 %  
OFF

Dogs at Rancho Laguna Park 
Still have Many Happy Days Ahead
By Sophie Braccini 

Orinda Senior Village resident Kay Biondo came in support of keeping 
Rancho Laguna’s off-leash hours. Photo Sophie Braccini

Rancho Laguna Park Survey Results
From September to November 2009, 475 surveys were completed regarding the use of Rancho Laguna
Park.  The results have since been discussed in commission meetings. Some of the answers include:

What do you like best about the park? 65% - Natural setting; 40% - Quiet; 32% - off-leash
What do you like least in the park? 46% - off-leash; 39% - Soggy grass; 12% - team sports
What facilities would cause you to 
visit more often? 24% -  better lawn; 21% - fenced dog area;  20% - playground

The survey results have been challenged by off-leash supporters on the grounds that the questions
were confusing and the survey was not conducted in a scientifically sound manner that did not use rep-
resentative sampling techniques. 

1168 Camino Vallecito
6 Bedrooms, 4 Bath. Over 5200

square feet. Game room with kitchen

1+ acre - Park-like yard with pool,

spa, waterfall, outdoor fireplace, 

large lawns, and views!

Amazing Price at $2,250,000

1270 Panorama Drive
3 Bd, 2 1/2 ba., office, wine room

Approx. 1.7 acres 

Walls of glass for true indoor/out-

door feel. Remarkable outdoor

amenities include breathtaking views,

sparkling pool, and outdoor kitchen!

Amazing Price at $2,395,000

The Beaubelle Group ~ Coldwell Banker’s #1 Agent and Group in the East Bay

Lafayette ~ Happy Valley Lafayette ~ Happy Valley

925.254.1212 ~ GLENN@THEBEAUBELLEGROUP.COM ~ WWW.THEBEAUBELLEGROUP.COM ~ 2 THEATRE SQUARE.SUITE 211.ORINDA

Glenn and Kellie Beaubelle

Sean Carroll
Loan Officer

925.275.3129
seanc@bankofcommercemortagage.com

CA DRE # 01077654

Finally a great alternative to a Reverse Mortgage!

•  Jumbo loan amounts 
•  Substantial monthly payments – up to $10,000
•  Zero Closing Costs and zero interest charges
•  No income used to qualify 
•  Existing 1st mortgage does not need to be paid off
•  Receive significantly more money vs. a reverse mortgage

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #01218426

Jockey Sale! 

All  Jockey Underwear 

25% OFF 
All Styles! All Colors! 

 
     Stock Up Now! 

All Carters  

Take an Extra 

30% OFF 
Already Reduced  

SHOES 

His Hers 
25% to 47%    OFF 

MSRP 

Infant thru 
Size 14 

   EXAMPLE: 
 Regular 39.99 
   50% OFF -20.00 
  

 Sale Price 19.99 
 Extra 30% OFF -6.00   

 NOW 13.99 
 

Mens   Womens   Kids 

 LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MORAGA COUNTRYWOOD CLAYTON ROAD ORINDA MONTCLAIR  
 Plaza Center Town & Country Moraga Center Treat & Bancroft Vineyard Center Village Square 6211 Medau Place, Oakland  




