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Quote of the Week:

It's unconscionable that Cali-
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see who we are and what we do. We are you, and you are
us. We offer our heartfelt thanks to all of you, for sending
us your stories, letters, photos and article ideas.

Read our cover story, “The Lamorinda Weekly,
Looking Back and Forward,” on page L3.

is going to be in charge of styling the photo shoot, although
it’s somehow appropriate that the ridgeline behind us is the
same one that graces our logo (above).

Friends and neighbors, if we could have taken a
photo of everyone in Lamorinda, then you would really

fornia, the eighth largest econ- It’s a 3; as in, your friendly neighborhood newspaper
omy in the world, cannot celebrates its 3rd birthday this month. Or, as Associate

adequately fund education. - Publisher Wendy Scheck joked, “It’s an E, for Every Other
q Y . : Week.” That’s publisher Andy Scheck holding the 3
See Letters to the Editor, page

(Wendy is behind him to the left); next year, someone else
L6 and L7
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Saint Mary’s made the Gael Nation proud at the West Coast Conference
Tournament. The Gaels beat the #1 seed and WCC Champions the Gon-
zaga Bulldogs by 18 in Las Vegas on March 9th. The win marks the first time
Saint Mary’s has triumphed over the Zags since 2008, and its first WCC Con-
ference Tournament victory since 1997. With the win, the Gaels received an
automatic bid to the NCAA tournament.

“It was a breakthrough. . .something our program needed to accomplish,”
said Saint Mary’s Head Coach Randy Bennett. ... continued on page S2

week. Kohen called out, “Umbrellas down!” as his
camera began to click (he’s on the far right, remote

front of Doug, Lucy is behind her on your left). As
our group quickly dispersed to dryer venues, a

13).

We are trying to age gracefully. It helps to have
fresh young faces and talent, such as contributing
writer Cristina Kim (next to Andy on the right), and
the next generation — graphic artist Amanda
Griggs (center, kneeling) and sports reporter Alex
Crook (in white, behind Amanda).

On hiatus is our dear friend, staff writer and sec-
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. o ’ o C tion editor Jennifer Wake (to the left behind Alex),
;ett?rs t;.thetEd'tor L6|:é Saint Mary s Finds "Captlon, phth above who we hope will grace our pages again soon.
ervice Directory . . Itwas a dark and stormy night....momning,"sug- et to Jennifer is senior staff writer Cathy Tyson,
Shop Moraga L8 PI‘OVldenC e 1n LaS Ve gas gested photographer Doug Kohen of Lafayette, for o sense of humor constantly reminds us not
Sports S1-3 the firstline of this report. True, the day we picked 40 21e ourselves too seriously. Nextto Cathy, going
Schools S4-6 By Justine Sgalio to take our annual staff picture was last Friday, the left, are contributing writers Linda Foley and Jean
Qur Hornes OH1-12 one rainy day of an otherwise glorious spring  fojimer, who bring both wisdom and perspective

to the table.

Open Space AchI.red A2 in hand); we had all our bases covered since pho- SO;TSO);e;ngg?t;’,f: EZ?J;IES:SdZLZ;h:Sp&o:z
Read Across America A3 tographer Tod Fierner (back right) made the drive 3104 (middle row, far left) Cynthia; Brian (appro-
Of Frisbees, Dogs, and Bocce Ball A4 from his day job with the City of Orinda to join us. priately bearing a b;)uquet olfﬂowers from her gar-
Moraga's Mid-Year Budget A5 Orinda photographer Ohlen Alexander (farback,  gen) Theresa Tsingis and Elizabeth LaScala (front
Bayseng Appeals Denied A6 in blue) completed the triumvirate. - left, kneeling next to senior staff writer
Council and Commission Meet A7 [t's also true that senior staff writer Andrea Firth, Sophie Braccini, in blue, who is possibly the busiest
Lafayette-opoly A8 the best analytical mind among us, was overheard a4 most well-known reporter in Lamorinda and
Rescue One L2 whispering to contribljting V\{riterand “acll‘ MOFD 4o has the uncanny ability to be in three places
High School Hoops Wrap S1 reporterLucy Amaral,“The 3is backwards;"yetthe 4t the same time), and Conrad Bassett (the tall
Bringing Back the Natives OH1 warning went unheeded (Andrea is standing in gentleman in the back row, who is also an ace

sports writer).
And that's the Editor-in-Chief, Lee Borrowman,

Y= thoughtful smile pI;.ayed across.the lips of our  pehing Andy (to the right), naturally having a bad
= g <= Photo Tod Fierner newest crgatlve genius, car.toomst Bar.ry Hunau'  hair day, because that's the way it goes.
£20Q2 (backrow, in a cap; the resulting cartoonison page  jnfortunately ot pictured: Sports section editor

(aitlin Graveson; photographer Jordan Fong; con-
tributing writers Dean Okamura, Kevin Shallat,
Mikaela Cowles, Glenn Nosse, Rosylyn Stenzel, Lou
Fancher, Justine Sgalio, Angela LaScala-Grue-
newald; columnists Margie Ryerson, Mona Miller,
Jonathan Winter, Harold Hoyle; Jonas Scheck and
food columnist/feature writer Susie Iventosch.

L. Borrowman

City, Town, and Fire Board Take a

Closer Look at FA.ILR.’s Proposal

' By Lucy Amaral and Andrea A. Firth
At the conclusion of the marathon five-hour
meeting of the Orinda City and Moraga
Towns Councils and the Moraga Orinda Fire
District (MOFD) Board of Directors, there
was one point that the fourteen elected offi-
cials and seventy attendees seemed to agree
upon: No one wants to reduce the high-qual-
read on page L1
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the winners.
|

Celebrating Lamorinda’s High School Artists

By Cristina Kim

The Orinda Arts Council’s 7th Annual
Student Visual Arts Competition an-
nounced its winners on March 10th at the

' Orinda Library Gallery. Packed with stu-

dent artists, friends, family, and commu-
nity members the gallery, which exhibited
over 200 works of student art, was alive
with positive energy and loud cheers for
...read on page S5



Page: A2 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

i

Civic News /2
Lafayette

Public Meetings

NEW Meeting Locations
Lafayette Library and Learning Center, 3491 Mt. Diablo Bivd
City Council: Community Hall
Planning Commission: Community Hall
Design Review: Arts & Science Discovery Center

& 925-377-0977
Lafayette’s #1 Team
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www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Sarah Edwards

Dana Green

(925) 339-1918

DanaGreen@Rockcliff.com
www.DanaGreenTeam.com

Council Unanimously Approves Unique Open Space Deal

City Council

Monday, March 22, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission

Monday, March 29, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review

Monday, March 22, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center in the Arts & Science Discovery Center

at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Circulation Commission

Monday, April 5, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center in the Arts & Science Discovery Center

at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:

www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.lafayettechamber.org
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POLICE

Take Your Purse With You, 3/5/10
An unknown suspect smashed the
window of a Ford Expedition that
was parked in front of the choral
room at Acalanes High School and
stole the owner’s purse. Police are
attempting to retrieve possible
video footage. No suspects, wit-
nesses or leads at this time.

Garage Thief, 3/6/10 An unknown
thief entered the garage of a Her-
mosa Court residence during the
night while the occupants were
sleeping. The thief took items
from the garage and both cars.
These actions must not have been
thrilling enough for the suspect be-
cause he broke into the neighbor’s
car, too.

Take the Money and Run, 3/7/10

* Police Report e

Abrazen Concord resident entered
the Lafayette Safeway, pried open
a cash register and made away with
the cash. Needing a little more cash
for his habit, the thief headed to the
Alamo Safeway and pulled the
same stunt. The suspect was
caught on video in both stores and
was identified, arrested and
charged with two counts of com-
mercial burglary and possession of
narcotics.

Lock your Locker, 3/7/10 An un-
known suspect entered the break
room at Boswell’s on Mt. Diablo
Boulevard. He removed one em-
ployee’s purse and a second em-
ployee’s ATM and California ID
cards from unlocked lockers. The
purse was found in a garbage can
outside the break room with noth-
ing of value missing. The second
employee canceled her ATM card.
Be on the lookout for non-employ-
ees in employee-only areas.
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Lose 15 to 60 pounds in 12 weeks!

Physician-Supervised Weight Loss  Dietary Guidance
Safe and Effective Medication - Long Term Weight Management
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San Ramon
2333 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Suite 175

www.jumpstartmedicine.com

By Cathy Tyson

Photo by Photo Hutch for the Muir Heritage Land Trust

In an unprecedented collabora-
tion, the City of Lafayette, the
City of Walnut Creek, the East Bay
Regional Park District (EBRPD)
and key player the Muir Heritage
Land Trust (MHLT) put together
an agreement to purchase over 22
acres of open space ecast of
Acalanes High School.

A sales price of $1,305,500
was agreed upon — the cities of
Lafayette and Walnut Creek along
with the EBRPD will chip in 30%
of the price - $391,650. The final
10%, $130,550 will be paid by the
MHLT. They will also be respon-
sible for closing costs, title and es-
crow fees and most importantly
ongoing stewardship of the prop-
erty.

The timing could not have
been better. Measure WW, ap-
proved by voters in 2008, provided
funding for cities in Contra Costa
and Alameda counties that can
only be spent on acquiring and im-

proving regional parks, trails and
recreation facilities. Lafayette re-
ceived $1,082, 501; half of that
amount is slated for open space ac-
quisition, according to Jennifer
Russell, Director of Lafayette
Parks, Trails and Recreation De-
partment.

The City of Walnut Creek
also received its share of WW
funds and was willing to spend
some of the money outside of their
city limits. “It reflects the remark-
able maturity, regional leadership
and a commitment to community
caretaking,” said City Manager
Steven Falk in a statement.

The Haji family was a will-
ing seller, and with the help of
MHLT Executive Director Linus
Eukel, along with the Lafayette
Open Space Committee and the
City Council, it all came together.

“Sometimes achieving an
acceptable outcome for a compli-
cated project such as this can be

elusive, as it was for years in this
case,” said Eukel. “The Land
Trust is uniquely positioned and
able to bring willing partners to-
gether to find solutions. This ac-
quisition will benefit the wider
community, even those who enjoy
the profound beauty of the
Acalanes Ridge as a faraway vista.
By reaching out to create new part-
nerships, and by fulfilling its ca-
pacity as a land trust, MHLT
helped provide the leadership
needed to affect a solution that was
unachievable for more than a
decade.”

The City of Lafayette has
been interested in the parcel for
many years. “The MHLT will
own the property in fee and will
transfer a conservation easement to
Lafayette, Walnut Creek and the
East Bay Regional Park District,”
said Falk.

City Council members unan-
imously approved the funding

agreement. After giving thanks to
the EBRPD and the City of Wal-
nut Creek, Council Member Carl
Anduri said, “This is what makes it
worthwhile to be on the Council.
We’re very fortunate to have this
happen.”

There was a palpable feeling
of enthusiasm at the March 8th
City Council meeting. “Yes,
please!” said Eliot Hudson.
“Thank you to the MHLT, they
have been absolutely phenomenal.
I'have a deep respect and gratitude
for what they’ve done. It’s truly a
marvelous piece of property.”

“The next step is fundrais-
ing,” said Eukel. “The campaign’s
goal is to raise the $427,600.00
needed to purchase Acalanes
Ridge, provide funds to steward
the acquired property in perpetuity
and support the organization’s
work. So many people have
worked so long to preserve the nat-
ural beauty of this land. We’re ex-
pecting the same community
support we’ve seen for so many
years.”

He continued, “This is the
opportunity so many have hoped
for—to at last protect this open
space as a home for wildlife and a
refuge for people from the stresses
in our busy lives.”

Donations to the Muir Heritage
Land Trust to support the
Acalanes Ridge purchase and the
Keep It Wild Campaign can be
made online at www.muirher-
itagelandtrust.org, or can be sent
to: Muir Heritage Land Trust, PO.
Box 2452, Martinez , CA 94553 .
For more information, call the of-
fice at (925) 228-5460 or e-mail
info@muirheritagelandtrust.org

Giving Back for her Birthday

By Cathy Tyson

friends.

Maile Broad in center with green antenna poses on a trampoline with

Photo Jennifer Aaker

Maile Broad wanted to do
something special for her
eighth birthday. As part of her
“Super Secret Mystery Birthday
Party,” she asked that her guests
make a donation to support the
schools, instead of giving her
gifts. Maile comes from a fam-
ily of teachers, and on her own
wanted to do what she could to
help out.

Inspired by the scavenger
hunts her own mother put to-
gether, Maile’s mom, Jan Broad
and husband Rich planned a task

filled extravaganza at a number
of locations that included pop-
ping balloons to find clues,
blowing bubble gum bubbles,
making a poster and more, cul-
minating at Yogurt Shack.

In all, $400 was donated
which will be given to the
LASF. “I feel good about
‘Maile’s magical money’ my
friends and I raised for the
schools,” said the birthday girl,
“I feel bad for the schools and
the teachers right now and I just
wanted to try to help.”
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988
www.waredesigns.com

50% off

Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

E— T watch battery per person. Exp. 4/15/10.
i -‘l Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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PILATES - YOGA - SPIN CLASSES - CARDIO

GetInshape Now!

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

s19

Month!!*

*w/ annual
membership

925-376-7500

THEATRE
SQUARE
SHELBY'’S

REPUBLIC

OF
CAKE

ENTOURAGE

2 THEATRE SQ, 151
ORINDA, CA 94563

2265.254.3900
REPUBLICOFCAKE.COM

LAVA PIT

SHOP
LOCALLY
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Lemon Thyme
Pedicure

Energizing, Stimulating,
Calming & Toning
Nuil Care + Exfoliation + Callus

Treatment + Massage + Polish

Offers expires 5/31,/2010
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Voted “Best Of”

by Lamorinda Moms, San Jose Mercury
News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine

Pedicure:

26

Signature @

Other Sp Specials...

.up to 45% off our regular price

Signature
Manicure:

'13

50min Swedish or

) Deep s 49

Massage™:

* Purchase of Two Massages required. 2nd massage must be used by the same person within one year:

\4589 Mt. Diablio Blvd., Lafayette |
\ 925-299-8877
/ Open Daily 10am-7pm, =
\_\—\/—/—/ except Thanksgiving, X’mas, and New Year Day
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Manicure - Pedicure - Massage - Facial - Waxing
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A Relationship of Trust Since 1975 Portfolio Managcment "1 4
Individual Stocks and Bonds
Old Fashioned Customer Service
Michael Frazier
www.bedellinvest.com 8 00—78 3-0 344 Vice-President, Portfolio Manager
and Moraga Resident

the kids, "Guess what? We own this home. We're so

lucky!" They aren't tired of me saying it yet.

£ 925-377-0977
Gordon| Steele Measanking
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The Right Lender to Know™

What’s Important!
“l can hardly believe it still. Every day | announce to

Thanks again. - Kai”
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Many Complain About Downtown Plan

By Cathy Tyson

he next step in the Down-

town Specific Plan (the
Plan) process is a public hearing
of the Draft Environmental Im-
pact Report (D EIR). Because of
the document’s complexity it is
scheduled to be discussed at two
public hearings with the Planning
Commission — the first was on
March 1, and the second on
March 15 (past publication dead-
line for this newspaper.)

The D EIR is an important
component of the Plan — which
seeks to provide a framework for
the future of the downtown core
for the next twenty years. The
Draft EIR assesses potential en-
vironmental consequences and
identifies mitigation measures
and alternatives that lessen im-
pacts. Three alternatives were
considered in the D EIR: a No
Project Alternative, a Lower In-
tensity Alternative with modified
height and density requirements,
and finally a High Intensity Al-
ternative. The Higher Intensity
version has prompted the most
concern among residents. It
should be noted that the City
Council will not make a decision
on the Plan until the fall of 2010.

Early on the Plan was de-
scribed as “developing a compre-
hensive vision for our downtown
that would allow Lafayette to re-
main true to its past and still
progress forward.” Easier said
than done. Ifthe Higher Intensity
Alternative is adopted, at full
build out by 2030, up to 1,765

additional housing units could be
built in the downtown, adding
4,589 new residents. Opponents
of the Plan argue that the General
Plan is working just fine — and if
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.

After the Planning Com-
mission hearings on the Draft
EIR, the next step in the process
is for all of the comments and
questions regarding that docu-
ment to be addressed in the two-
part Final EIR — comprised of the
revised Draft EIR and responses
by groups and residents alike.

The City has dedicated it-
self to transparency throughout
the Downtown Specific Plan
process. As a result, many resi-
dents have provided loud and
clear negative comments — a
tsunami of complaints.

In preparation of the March
15 Planning Commission meet-
ing, Maeve Pessis, the President
of the Lafayette Homeowners
Council, which represents a num-
ber of homeowner’s associations,
wrote a letter to the Planning
Commission that said in part,
“We will continue to follow the
review process, even though it
appears at this time that the DEIR
and the poll of our residents are
both pointing to the ‘No Project
Alternative/Revert to the General
Plan’ as the proper way for the
City to proceed.”

Included with the letter is a
29-page chart prepared by resi-
dent experts that goes over the D
EIR with a fine tooth comb — pro-

viding specific comments on
every section from, “Explain the
use of Trips Projections based
upon a 1% per year growth rate
vs. the more typical 2% per year
that Lafayette has known in past
studies,” to “Given the many
constraints on infrastructure, such
as traffic congestion, police pro-
tection, limited circulation net-
work, how can a 72% downtown
increase in population be miti-
gated. Revise to explain.”

A long list of concerned
residents felt compelled to voice
their opinion. “Reading the D
EIR and now learning that these
impacts have been held to just
80% of build out — might just
make Lafayette residents’ hair
stand on end,” said Lynn Hiden.
“The Draft EIR is fundamentally
inadequate because its analysis of
the impact on the schools omits
the evaluation of significant im-
pacts, and its evaluation of miti-
gations is equally deficient,”
notes a letter from Mark and
Karen Zemelman.

Going forward there will
be continued opportunities for
public input. A public hearing
of the Final EIR is scheduled to
be held May 17 and June 7, fol-
lowed by a public hearing on
the Draft Specific Plan on July
12. Meetings by the City Coun-
cil will continue through mid-
summer then adoption or
non-adoption of Final Specific
Plan by the City Council is set
for October 18.

Read Across America Comes to Lafayette

By Cathy Tyson

|

-

From left Saint Mary's College student athletes Christian Skuce and Rob Howard

Lafayette Elementary first graders.

handful of Saint Mary’s

College (SMC) lacrosse
players took part in Read Across
America Day at Lafayette Ele-
mentary School, reading Dr.
Seuss books to attentive students.
In addition to celebrity readers,
the PTA served a special break-
fast before school of green eggs
and ham — along with bagels and
fruit to 460 students, parents and
grandparents. “It’s a fun com-
munity tradition,” said Pam Sev-
erson, President of the PTA.
Mrs. Noel, the statuesque second
grade teacher, dresses up as a
very convincing “Cat in the Hat”
and entertains those waiting for
their breakfast.

Selecting Dr. Seuss was not
by accident, March 2nd happens
to be Theodore Geisel’s birthday;
Geisel is more commonly known
as Dr. Seuss. Every year the Na-
tional Education Association
sponsors this reading motivation
and awareness program. All
across the country educators, li-
brarians and even college
lacrosse players seek to celebrate
reading.

The White House issued a
Presidential Proclamation: “As
the foundation that makes all
other learning possible, literacy

is the key to unlocking every
child's full potential. From riding
a bus to opening a bank account,
our everyday tasks and decisions
require comprehension of the
written word. On Read Across
America Day, we reaffirm our
commitment to investing in our
children and giving them an es-
sential tool for success in school
and in life: the ability to read.”

Saint Mary’s junior Rob
Howard and former Acalanes
student, SMC freshman Chris-
tian Skuce read to Ms. Skuce’s
charming and very polite first
graders. “Iread the Lorax in one
of my classes — and so I thought
I’d share it with you,” Howard
said.

The players emphasized
that you have to read even more
in college than you do in ele-
mentary school. They reminded
the little ones that the more you
read the better you’re reading
skills will be.

Senior Matt Dini, junior
Jim Castilone and freshman Matt
Jaber read a trio of Dr. Seuss
books to a fourth grade class.
These older kids focused on get-
ting autographs post-story. Some
of the young ladies were ponder-
ing which fellow was the cutest.
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Photo Doug Kohen

Jennifer, a young lacrosse fan,
said, “It’s exciting to meet real
lacrosse players.”

The students in both class-
rooms were fascinated by the
game of lacrosse and had lots of
questions.  One young man
asked what happens when the
ball goes out of bounds, “It de-
pends,” said Howard, drawing a
picture on the white board.
“Imagine this is me — I’'m that re-
ally cool dot.....”

The SMC gentlemen got to
be rock stars for the day — they
made quite an impression on the
younger students. Men’s
Lacrosse is a Club Sport at Saint
Mary’s, their season runs
through May. “We have im-
proved vastly since last year,
largely due to head coach Colin
Knightly. We are 4-3 with two
losses by one goal and all three
teams ranked in the top 25 of
the Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse
Association - Division 2. We
look forward to the rest of the
season, winning a WCLL (their
league) championship, and
hopefully making a run towards
the national tournament in Den-
ver,” said Dini. Their last two
home games are on March 21
and April 17.
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925-627-7109

3 MONTHS
FREE RENT!
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GET A FREE
55 STARBUCKS
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RENT OR PAY OMN-LIMNE!
WWW . SASPACE.COM

Usg SA’s FREE VAN TO
MOVE IN
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RENTE)SPACE
Store It Yourself & Save

(925) 631-7000
455 MorAaGA RD.. STE. F
MoRrRAGA, CaA

to visit

orphéﬁ:

and

Steve and his wife have served the homeless children of Mexico since 1987.

-James 1:27

willow

spring

widows in their di

church

STEVE HORNER

co-founder of Rancho De Sus Ninos

Today Rancho serves over 500 children daily through the orphanage,
family daycare center, schools and youth center.

SUNDAY
MARCH 28th

10:30AM

TRIVIA QUESTION:

How many bones did Steve break in his

near-fatal motorcycle accident?
ANSWER on page 8

1689 school street moraga, ca

(925) 819-2127
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Civic News

M Ol‘a

Public Meetings

Town Council

Wednesday, March 24, 7:30 pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School, 1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Design Review
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Liaison
Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Monday, April 5, 7:30 pm

Monday, March 22, 7:00 pm

Friday, April 9, 8:00 am

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

A Fresh Look at Lamorinda Real Estate

Spring is in the air, and that means increased activity in our

 JULIE BARLIER

Exira i +

oo Sy Ml

Lamorinda real estate market. If a move is in your near future
please give me a call. As a Lafayette resident and area

specialist, I can give you expert advice and help guide you
through a successful real estate transaction.

Bilingue anglais-francais

I Receif

REALTORS

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

-\
Julie Barlier

(925) 588-4300
jbarlier@rockcliff.com

www.JulieBarlier.com

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

Town of Moraga online:
Chamber of Commerce:

www.moraga.ca.us

www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network: ~ www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Pot possession, 3/04/10 Moraga
police stopped a grey Honda
Odyssey that was speeding near the
Skate Park. The 16-year-old driver
from Walnut Creek had six juvenile
passengers in the van. Alert officer
noticed the smell of non-burnt mar-
ijuana that happened to be in a 15-
year-old passenger’s backpack.
She received a ticket for possession
of less than an ounce, but the driver
got three tickets: speeding, driving
outside the restrictions of his provi-
sional license, and California dri-
ver’s license not in his possession.
Looks like someone is losing his
driving privileges.

Petty theft, 3/02/10 An officer went
to Saint Mary’s College to contact
the owner of a 2000 Ford F150
pick-up truck that was parked near
the baseball fields. When the
truck’s owner came back to the

* Police Report -«

truck a few days after he parked it,
someone has removed the driver’s
side door mirror. Nothing else was
taken. Estimated value $200.

License plate stolen, 3/04/10 A
Shuey Drive resident came to the
police department to report that her
rear license plate was missing from
her Ford Taurus. The car owner be-
lieves the theft occurred in the
driveway of her home. Unfortu-
nately no suspects or leads. The
plate number was entered in the po-
lice system as stolen. Possible art
project or something more sinister?

Attempted  burglary, 03/05/10
Sometime between 11:00 a.m. on
3/05 and 3:00 p.m. on 3/07 an un-
known person attempted to force
entry into a Larch Avenue resi-
dence. There were pry marks in
several locations and slight damage
to the window and doors. The
homeowner estimates damage at
$1000. Neighbors didn’t see or
hear anything unusual during that
period of time. Someone really

Will Frisbees Collide With Dogs and/or Bocce Ball?

Moraga struggles to accommodate all outdoor activities on limited public land

By Sophie Braccini

golf at the Moraga Commons
O n a beautiful weekend day one
can spot as many as 90 people
playing disc golf at the back of the
Moraga Commons Park, at the cor-
ner of Moraga Road and Saint
Mary’s Road. Most players carry a
small bag filled with 15-25 Frisbees
of different characteristics, and they
follow the nine-hole course (actually
9-basket course), trying to reach
each target with three throws or less.
Year ‘round, players of all ages
practice on what is a rare commodity
in the Bay Area: a 9-hole course set
in a beautiful, peaceful and semi-
wild setting. For 27 years the play-
ers have grown in number, coming
from as close as Saint Mary’s Col-
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Anthony jaussand, MeatrManager at the Orinda Safeway, practices disc

Photo Sophie Braccini
lege and as far as Benicia. But re-
cently the players got wind of the
possible installation of a new bocce
ball court where one of their holes is
set, and of the discussion of moving
the Rancho Laguna de facto dog
park to a portion of the Commons
where two of their holes are located.
Concern led them to the February
25th Council meeting, where they
pleaded for the protection of what
they consider a gem.

“The course was founded in
1982 by the Moraga Women’s Club
(which later split into the Moraga
Junior Women'’s Club and the Mor-
aga Women’s Society),” says Jon
Beernink, an advocate for the play-

ers. “At the time, there were only
100 courses in the US, most of them
target courses (with a simple pole to
aim at), and Moraga was one of the
10 baskets courses in the country.”
Since then, Beernink says that the
number of courses grew to 1596 in
2003 and more than 3000 in 2010.
Outside of Moraga, the nearest
courses are located in San Francisco,
Berkeley, San Leandro and San
Ramon.

At the council meeting the
players took turn pleading during the
public comment period. Residents
from Oakland, Sonoma, Canyon
and Lafayette took the stand, ex-
plaining that the low impact sport is
great for all ages and abilities, is in-
expensive and has become a desti-
nation for many. Finally, Brian
Henderson of Moraga took the
stand. “I am one of those players
who are out there with their fami-
lies,” said Henderson, “I have six
kids and the game is one of the only
things that I can get all of them to do
together at the park, from the
youngest (twins) who are five-years
old to my oldest who are practicing
their skills with their friends.”

Since the topic was not on the
agenda, the Council could not com-
ment on the matter. But when con-
tacted after the meeting Town
Manager Mike Segrest confirmed
that the town had no intention of

eliminating the disc golf course.
“There is an understanding between
the players and the Town, but the
land belongs to Moraga,” said Seg-
rest, “over time the course has been
changed and reconfigured and it
could happen again as we try to ac-
commodate all activities for our res-
idents.”  Jay Ingram, Moraga’s
Parks and Recreation Director,
would like the resources to conduct
a comprehensive Moraga Commons
plan. “We haven’t been able to get a
‘go’ from the Town because we do
not have the budget to do the study,”
says the Director, “but this is clearly
something that is a requirement of
our Parks and Recreation master
plan.” The Director has met more
than once with the disk golf players
to discuss recreation opportunities.
His goal includes beginner disc golf
classes for residents of all ages.

Beernink said that his group is
ready to volunteer to provide classes
or even organize a tournament that
would benefit the Town’s choice of
charities. He remains concerned
about the future of his favorite sport
in Moraga. “Removing some holes
would mean that the course would
disappear,” says Beernink, “this has
become a significant part of so many
people’s lives for so many years; we
would be very disappointed to see it
disappear.”

wanted to get in.

MORAGA

PARKS & RECREATION

b, g 925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

SPRING BREAK PAINTBALL CAMP

Commons Park
Ages 10-15 / April 5-9
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon or
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

MORAGADOGS . orc

Discover the best

Dog friendly park
in Lamorinda!
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WWW. MORAGA DOGS .ORG

Mayor Chew Addresses the “Green” Community

By Sophie Braccini

t the last “Green Rheem”*

movie night, on March 11th,
Moraga Mayor Ken Chew came to
address the crowd of some 100
people who were about to view the
movie “Chemical Reaction.” The
documentary movie tells the story
of Dr. June Irwin, a dermatologist,
who noticed a connection between
her patients’ health conditions and
their exposure to chemical pesti-
cides that included herbicides. The
film follows her journey to town
meetings where she expressed her
concerns. Dr. Irwin’s persuasive
arguments and data to back her
findings eventually led the town of
Hudson to enact a by-law that
banned the use of all chemical pes-
ticides and herbicides. The show-
ing was a perfect setting for Mayor
Chew to remind the crowd that the
Town of Moraga was a pioneer in
implementing an integrated pest
management program on its pub-

lic land. He continued by en-
couraging residents to come to
public meetings to voice their
concerns. “I’d like to see you
come to meetings and express
your ideas,” he said, “this is your
town, we are your Council and

we will listen.” One of the ideas
that Chew put forward was the
formation of an Environmental
Task Force that would draw from
the talents of residents volunteer-
ing their time.

*Green Rheem is a monthly

film showing at the Rheem Theater
in Moraga organized by a collection
of Lamorinda community organi-
zations including: Generation
Green, Sustainable Moraga, Sus-
tainable Lafayette, and Parents for
a Safer Environment.
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& Area Rug Cleaning

Odor Control - Pet Urine Removal
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Oriental Rugs Flood Damage

Tile & Stone Restoration
Residential ¢ Commercial

When you have Lasik surgery,
you’ll want the University
of California behind you.

New High Powered

Truck Mounted Equipment
EPA Approved Method Licensed-Bonded-Insured

CLEANING
(925) 283-8744

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
We Pre-Spot, Scrub & Steam Clean Every Job

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS
www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com

3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

This might be the most important decision you make this year.

You'll want the experience and the expertise of the University

of California going for you. We’'ll evaluate you, answer your

questions, and put you in the hands of one of the top-rated

schools of vision care in the country. We take most insurance
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Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater

FREE ESTIMATES

to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

(925) 426-RUGS (7847) (925) 988-WOOD (9663)
5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566 1829-B Mt. Diablo Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

VISIT OUE SHOWEOOM OR .‘-.'wf'-.c'-':-@'r fome WWW.DILABLOFLOORING.COM

leena FEYUE R

Open to the Public 7 Days a week www.caleyecare.com 510.642.2020
Free parking with appointments. Walk over or use our free shuttle!
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The Beaubelle Group ~ Coldwell Banker's #| Agent and Group in the East Bay

Carroll Ranch ~ $620,000
3 large bedrooms., 2 1/2 baths
Open floor plan, appriox. 2095sq.ft.
Desirable end of court location

Nice yard, Common pool
Walk to shopping and school!

Park-like Yard ~ $1,075,000
4 Bedrooms, 3 baths
Open floor plan w/vaulted ceilings,
hdwd flrs., new paint, French doors
Unbelievable yard! Pool, play
structure, basketball hoop, expansive
lawns for play. Walk to school,
town, Moraga Coutry Club

Moraga’s Mid-Year Budget: A Delicate Balance

By Sophie Braccini
oraga’s  Administrative
Services Director Joan

Streit is always cautious when she

presents facts and figures to the

Town Council; in the uncertain cli-

mate California agencies are work-

ing under, caution seems a

reasonable approach. Atthe March

10th Council meeting, she pre-
sented a mid-year updated budget
on track with previous projections,
though prospective revenues have
slightly decreased. Streit also of-
fered a sneak-peek at the
2010/2011-budget cycle. All things
considered the situation does not

look too catastrophic for Moraga,
but according to Streit the Town
will have to find additional sources
of revenue to compensate for antic-
ipated increases in expenses and de-
creases in on-going revenues.

“We are experiencing a
slightly reduced revenue stream,”
said Streit, “but our end balance
should stay positive.” The revised
projected general fund revenue for
2009-2010 is now at $6,225,278 in-
stead of the over $6,377,000 initially
projected, taking the positive balance
to $168,294 for the year. Streit ex-
plained that the reduction in revenue

came from declining interest rates as
well as less than expected sales tax
and vehicle license fee revenue.

“For next year, we anticipate
that sales tax revenue may decrease
even further, we think that our
workers’ compensation, health care
and PERS expenses will increase,
but we do not project any increase
in staff salary,” said Streit, who rec-
ommended that next year the Town
will need to continue to manage ex-
penditures and will have to find
new sources of revenue.

As the Council examined its
different funds, Mayor Ken Chew

was surprised at the very small

MCCARTT CONSTRUCTION INC
yield of the Palos Colorados fund,
the one time developer fee paid by

) Your Lamorinda Design Build
mdd -'i_ﬁ.-.
the company that is developing the «As seen on HGTV”

Palos Colorados property, which re- i’. Home & Garden Television
turned only 1% interest for this
year. “Could we agree to authorize
a more aggressive investment pol-
icy?” asked Council Member Mike
Metcalf. The Council decided to
ask the Audit and Finance Commit-
tee to look into this question and
propose alternative, safe, but more
productive investments. Proposals
to increase revenue will be made by

Company Since 1999

Custom Homes
and Renovations

(925) 858-4469

(925) 949-8233
mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Lic. # 770687
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Moraga Road

By Sophie Braccini

he new rubber seal, which

was applied on Moraga
Road to resurface the town’s
main artery, started chipping
and eroding very shortly after it
was laid down. This sorry state
prompted Town Public Works
Director Jill Mercurio to block
the acceptance of the project by
the Town and urge the contrac-
tor, International Surfacing Sys-

’s New Slurry Seal Failing

tems (ISS), to find a solution.
“The product is not what we an-
ticipated,” commented a disap-
pointed  Mercurio,  “and
CalTrans informed us that other
jurisdictions in the area have
had the same problem with the
slurry seal.” The Director added
that staff does not know at this
time what caused the problem;
either poor material was pro-

vided to ISS or it was not well
prepared for application.

The Town’s staff is ac-
tively working with the con-
tractor to find a solution, but
what that might look like has
not yet been decided. “Differ-
ent options include repairs,
stripping off the road and resur-
facing, or applying another
layer of slurry seal,” says Mer-

staff in the coming months. O P T I M U M
ACCOUNTING
MONICA CASALE
curio, “we need to work with Ph: (925) 627-4260 | Fax: (925) 262-4685

the contractor and the insurance
to find a solution that will sat-
isfy the town.” Work will have
to wait for warmer and dryer
weather. In the meantime, the
contractor is coming in every
couple of weeks to sweep the
street to remove the aggregate
that has become loose and
stripped from the roadway.

monica@optimumaccounting.org

Website: www.optimumaccounting.org
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Rheem Senior Matinee Hanging by a Thread

By Sophie Braccini
On Wednesday, March 3rd,
the first ever classic

movie matinee attracted only 30
customers to the Rheem The-

not show up at the next presen-
tation, they would not be able to
afford to continue,” said Cham-
ber of Commerce President Edy

wanted to acknowledge the
campaigning done by the Mor-
aga Movers. “At that level of
attendance, they will keep the

It’s all
online!

BEFORE

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

atre in Moraga. Disappointed ~ Schwartz. So for the second — matinee going,” concluded a Ready for you to send to * Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

by the turn out, theater owners ~ showing, all of Moraga seniors  hopeful Schwartz. The mati- friends and family - * Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

Jim Sheehan and Tom Peterson  rallied and the theater sold 80  nees are held at the Rheem The- worldwide Thinkin ab(;ul:}ig::;ggis:[/{:::teeﬁgr(‘:;iment custom cabine

decided to cancel the plan to tickets. “We even had people atre, 350 Park St, Moraga, shelvingg crown moul’dings 1E)élseboards new doors or manttglys"7

hold such projections every — going to the Convalescent Hos-  every Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. www.lamorinda We can I,wlp there, too! , Licen;ed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #59.&3395

Wednesday. “Tom (Peterson) pital and wheel in patients!” in the main theater. Call 988- * Paul Kephart Master Craftsman

told me that if 100 people did says Schwartz, who also 3411 for more information. weekly.com 925-827-1 093 www.TheCabinetMd.com
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Sean Carroll
Loan Officer

925.275.3129

seanc @bankofcommercemortagage.com
CA DRE # 01077654

Finally a great alternative to a Reverse Mortgage!

e Jumbo loan amounts

e Substantial monthly payments — up to $10,000

e Zero Closing Costs and zero interest charges

¢ No income used to qualify

e Existing 1st mortgage does not need to be paid off

¢ Receive significantly more money vs. a reverse mortgage

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #01218426
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Oftering Complete Free-In-Home Estimates
Systems, Upgrades & _ _
Universal Remote Solutions 925 209 7001
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda P.O. Box 365
Community Since 2002 Moraga, CA 94556

FREE

or

Amande Sucree

LANCOME

PARIS

Gift with

Purchase! (85.00 value)

Design your perfect look with these
Brilliant Lancome beauty portables

Your’s FREE with any $32.50

Lancome Purchase

FREE 88.00 Gift Includes:

1. RENERGIE MICROLIFT R.A.R.E. Cream SPF 15,
2. RENERGIE MICROLIFT EYE R.A.R.E. Eye Cream
3. HYPNOSE MASCARA
4. BI-FACIL Double Action Eye Makeup Remover and
5. Lancome Signature Cosmetic Bag

PLUS, CHOOSE YOUR LOOK:

6. COLOR DESIGN Eye Shadow Quad Compact
7. COLOR FEVER SHINE Lipstick in Old Flame
8. LE ROUGE ABSOLU Lipcolour in Bordeaux

COLOR DESIGN Eye Shadow Quad Compact

COLOR DESIGN Lipcolour in Groupie
LE ROUGE ABSOLU Lipcolour in

Lafayette

VK aul

Plaza Center
(925) 283-3380

Offer good while supplies last.
One gift per customer, please.

Gift Dates: March 3 through March 21
Be sure to ask for a free 10-day
sample of your ideal foundation

6211 Medau PI., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Montclair
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100 McMahon Court, Martinez
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This is your lucky day to buy.....
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Public Meetings

City Council Tuesday, April 13, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

City Council Special Meeting: Capital Improvement Plan Workshop
Thursday, April 1, 1:00 pm

Check city website [www.cityoforinda.org] for location
Planning Commission Tuesday, March 23, 8:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Historical Landmarks Committee

Tuesday, March 23, 3:00 pm
Gallery Room, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda: www.cityoforinda.org
Chamber of Commerce: www.orindachamber.org

To Report a Pothole in Orinda contact

Public Works at (925) 253-4231 or e-mail
publicworks@cityoforinda.org Public Works will investi-
gate the report and schedule repair. Depending upon the
size of the pothole and general condition of the road, the
repair will be made within approximately one week or
added to a list that will be repaired as part of a larger
contract. Repairs may take longer during winter months,
as the roadway should be dry for the repair to hold.

* Police Report °
nNRINDA The Police Report will be back

BOLICE =

Residential and
Restoration
Painting Services

Meticulous attention to detail

40 years of satisfied customers
Licensed and Insured

David Collins, Orinda

925-254-6882
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CCC Supervisors Deny Bayseng Spice Appeals

By Andrea A. Firth
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Tamara Attard
In 2005, Orinda residents Tamara

and Paul Attard set out to expand
their family-owned and operated or-
ganic spice business, the Bayseng
Spice Company (see sidebar). Their
bay leaf dehydration plant at 21 Old
Tunnel Road had exhausted its use-
fulness and needed to be rebuilt. De-
mand for their product, California
bay leaves, far exceeded their pro-
duction capacity, so they wanted to
add a second drying facility across
the street at 1000 Fish Ranch Road
to double capacity. And, they
wanted to build a family home at the
site, what they call the farmhouse, to
enable them to be close to the oper-
ations and enjoy the picturesque
views of the Oakland hills beyond
the Caldecott Tunnel.

The Attards’ process for
wholesale bay leaf production is
quite linear: pick the leaves, clean
the leaves, dry the leaves, and pack-
age the leaves for wholesale distri-
bution. But the process of realizing
their business expansion and new
home has been anything but straight
forward and marked by appeals, de-
nials, and the involvement of an al-
phabet soup of public agencies.

On March 9th, the Contra
Costa County Board of Supervisors
voted unanimously to deny the At-
tards’ more than year-long appeals
of a stop work order on their new
home and denial of the building per-
mit for a new dehydration plant.
Three of the five supervisors were in

Become Healthy Once and for All

« Personal Plans « Weight Loss « Graceful Aging

[_.amerinda
NUTRITI®N

Theresa Tsingis, DCMS
2383-WELL. (9355)

- I;hoto O"};Ien AIexande"-r
attendance, Chairman John Gioia,
Mary Piepho, and Gayle Uilkema,
the supervisor for District 2 that in-
cludes Orinda.

“We could be facing bank-
ruptcy and going out of business in
six months,” stated Paul Attard in re-
sponse to the outcome of the hear-
ings. In addition to the $25,000
monthly interest expense they have
incurred over the protracted appeal
process, Attard states they have al-
ready spent $550,000 on the home’s
foundation and invested over $3
million on the stalled project.

Jason Crapo, Deputy Director
of the Contra Costa Building In-
spection Division, testified that the
building permit issued for the At-
tards” home in April of 2008 had
been “issued in error” due to the lack
of an appropriate water supply and
sewage disposal system. When the
error was discovered several months
later, a stop work order was issued
on December 30th of 2008.

The Attards and their lawyer
emphatically contend that they have
both a water supply and sewage sys-
tem that were approved by the
County when they initiated the proj-
ect in 2005. They argue that the
County has already approved the
well on the Fish Ranch Road parcel
for a water source and sewage dis-
posal through a line that ties into a
CalTrans sewer, and that the County
conducted multiple inspections of
the site between 2005 and 2008.
[These “approvals” are at the crux of
both the home building stop work
order and the dehydration plant
building permit denial. ]

Finding an acceptable sewage
system for the Attards’ properties has
not been easy. Earlier proposals for
septic and holding tank systems were
denied by the County. However, in
2005, the Attards found a solution to
their sewage disposal problem by
tying into the CalTrans sewer line
that runs through the Caldecott Tun-
nel and connects to the City of Oak-
land system on the west side. The

Attards paid CalTrans $800,000 to
tap into the sewer line and repair
what was then a failing system.

“This new sewer line is great
for CalTrans,” testified Raymond
Mailhot, CalTrans’ principal repre-
sentative for the tunnel in 2005.
Mailhot explained that prior to the
deal with the Attards, the CalTrans
sewer system, which serves bath-
rooms on each side of the tunnel,
was inadequate and might have
posed health problems.

Atissue is the several hundred
feet of lateral sewer line that links
the Attards’ properties to the Cal-
Trans sewer. According to the At-
tards, the County was aware of the
sewer connection and the necessary
approvals had been obtained when
the foundation-only permit for their
home was granted in 2005. Per
Deputy Director Crapo, the County
Health Officer and the City of Oak-
land never approved the service, and
further, the line necessitates review
and approval from the Contra Costa
County and Alameda County LAF-
COs, because the Attards’ property
lies outside the urban limit line.
(Local Agency Formation Commis-
sions [LAFCOs] are state agencies
that regulate boundary issues.)

Carlos Baltodano, an Orinda
resident who was the Deputy Direc-
tor of the Building Inspection De-
partment at the County when this
first permit was issued, challenged
the County’s position. “Everyone

was happy that there was solution
[to the Attard’s sewer problem],”
testified Baltodano. “The County
has always supported a one-stop
permit center...These permits are
routed physically and discussed
thoroughly. I submit that everyone
looked at it.”

But the Supervisors saw the
situation differently. Supervisor
Gioia found the Attards’ arrange-
ment with CalTrans highly unusual
and without precedent, and one that
may have bypassed approving bod-
ies. “The County made an error is-
suing a permit,” acknowledged
Gioia, but he added that CalTrans
was in error in entering into the con-
tract with the Attards without proper
land use permits. Supervisors
Piepho and Uilkema concurred that
CalTrans has no land use authority,
and that approvals from LAFCO
must be pursued.

“I’'s mind boggling...The
type of procedural manipulation that
is being used is horrendous,” stated
Attard at the hearing. While he and
his wife plan to resubmit their appli-
cations, he believes their chances of
getting the LAFCO approvals are
remote, and he estimates the dam-
ages they have suffered in lost rev-
enue and investment costs are in
excess of $10 million. “We relied on
the County,” emphasized Attard,
“They told us what to do. We did it.
They inspected it, and now they
have reneged.”

The Bayseng Spice Company

In the mid-1970's Tamara Attard and her brothers James and Michael Lewis
were attending college at UC Berkeley. On the drive back from campus to
the family home in Orinda, they eyed property along Fish Ranch Road that
the entrepreneurial siblings felt would make the perfect site for a family
business. Joan Lewis, their mother, agreed to put up the funds to purchase
the land if her children could make it economically viable. They solicited a
Cal professor to walk the property with them, and he observed that the
area was covered with bay trees. The Lewis' researched California bay
leaves and learned that the aromatic herb is indigenous to the Mediter-
ranean-like climate of parts of northern California. They investigated the
supply chain, made a connection with a distributor, and in 1978 the Bay-
seng Spice Company was formed. [The original plans were to also cultivate
and sell ginseng in addition to bay leaves, thus the name Bayseng.]
Because California bay leaves are rich in volatile oils, the drying process
presented a challenge. Freeze drying equipment was expensive, and they
were reluctant to seek outside capital or loans. The Lewis'were able to pro-
cure an older, less expensive drying machine, which they adapted to meet
their needs with the ingenuity of one brother’s design and the elbow
grease of the other two. With the dehydration plant outfitted, the Lewis
family was distributing bay leaves wholesale by 1981. In 1991, Tamara's
husband Paul Attard joined the business, adding his experience in tech-
nology and finance to the growing family business.

Now the largest producer of California bay leaves in the world, Bayseng
Spice Company has acquired over 1,000 acres of land in Napa, Solano, and
Lake Counties on which they cultivate bay trees. With over twenty em-
ployees, Bayseng harvests the prolific leaf year round. According to Paul
Attard, the demand for the product far exceeds their current production
capacity, and he believes they could double their number of employees
once able to expand. A.Firth
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Buying. Selling. Investing. Real Estate.
We have two words for you: Coldwell Banker ;

Coldwell Banker takes your home global
with it’s award winning websites

Orinda

$3,095,000 5/4.5

Lafayette

Moraga
$1,695,000 3/3.5

Orinda Orind
$1,050,000 3/2

$1,295,000 3/2.5
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Commission Review the Year’s Work

By Andrea A. Firth
hen Orinda’s City
Council, Planning

Commission, and Planning De-
partment met jointly on March
9th, the feeling among the five
elected officials, the seven ap-
pointed city volunteers, and six
staff members seated around the
large rectangular table was very
collegial. Although business was
down—the Planning Commis-
sion acted on only 37 projects in
2009 as compared to 61 projects
in 2008—business was getting
done better and faster.

“Smooth sailing” was the
term Vice Mayor Victoria Smith
used to describe the work of the
City’s Planning Department over
the past year. “We are doing
things right and more quickly,”
stated Smith. According to
Orinda’s Planning Director Em-
manuel Ursu, the median time
between submitting an applica-
tion for a building permit to re-
ceiving a decision shortened
from over 100 days in 2008 to 83
days in 2009. Smith was also im-

pressed that since November of
2008 only two projects had been
appealed to the City Council.
Several Planning commis-
sioners commented positively
on the impact of the Conceptual
Development Review that has
been implemented by the Plan-
ning Department. Prior to for-
mally submitting for a building
permit, applicants are encour-
aged to submit conceptual de-
signs for review. The concept
designs are reviewed in-house, a
Planning Department staff mem-
ber visits the site, and feedback
to facilitate the application
process is typically provided to
the applicant within a few days.
Applicants are charged a $115
fee, which is applied to the for-
mal permit application fee if
filed within 90 days. “The con-
ceptual design review provides a
giant payoff for both the City
and applicant,” stated Planning
Commissioner Chris Kniel.
“The City has to be very pleased
with the wonderful work done

by our Planning Department,”
added Planning Commissioner
Carlos Baltodano. “The staff
goes out and looks at the site.
They show a lot of integrity in
their work and are very profes-
sional. You don’t hear horror sto-
ries about our staff.”

Ursu also reported on the
status of the Planning Process
Review Task Force (PPRTF)
Recommendations. The City
Council has completed its re-
view of the Process and Resi-
dential sections of the PPRTF
report and changes to the code,
to implement the recommenda-
tions, will be in effect in May of
this year. The Planning Com-
mission has started to review the
PPRTF’s recommendations re-
garding downtown land use and
development and will continue
its review at regular meetings
over the next three months. The
Planning Commission next
meets on Tuesday, March 23rd
at 7:00 p.m. in the Library Audi-
torium.
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Orinda’s New Police Chief—lJeff Jennings

By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda's new Police Chief Jeff Jennings.

Lieutenant Jeff Jennings from
the Contra Costa County
Sheriff’s Office has been hired as
the City of Orinda’s new Police
Chief upon the retirement of cur-
rent Chief Bill French. Jennings'
first day is tentatively Monday,
March 22nd.

Jennings has been with the

Photo provided

Sheriff’s Office for 18 years and
currently serves as the Director of
the Communications Center run-
ning the operations of the largest
dispatch service in the county. He
has held several posts with the
Sheriff’s Office, which include
working in the Martinez Detention
Facility, serving as the Officer of

the Day in the Office of Emer-
gency Services for four years, and
working as a Patrol Sergeant for
the City of Danville and for the
County.

Jennings says his ideas for
community policing align closely
with those of Chief French and that
the issue of underage alcohol use
will continue to be a high priority
for the Orinda police. “Along with
continued enforcement, my focus
is to build partnerships with par-
ents, teachers, and educators,” says
Jennings.

Raised in Fairfield, Jennings
graduated from San Francisco
State University with a degree in
psychology. He has coached youth
sports for many years and has dealt
with hundreds of kids from third
grade through high-school age
along the way. He is married and
has three daughters ranging in age
from grammar school to college.

The hiring process involved
a Community Panel, Profes-
sional/Technical Panel, a written
exercise, and one-on-one inter-
views with the City Manager.

February Average
Days on Market

Orinda 79 days
Lafayette 77 days
Moraga 57 days

Specializing in
Lamorinda Fine
Homes & Property

www.lamorindaweekly.com

All of our stories are
available on our web site
and are archived back to

our first issue
(March, 2007).

You can read the current
issue at the Read Online
tab, or click Archive to read
earlier issues.

For your convenience, all
stories are available as a
single-page for
downloading or
sending to friends
and family.

www.LamorindaValues.com
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Monthly Average Days on Market for Homes Sold in Lamorlnda

For current local Market Trends data, visit:

For a complimentary market analysis
of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward

925.253.4603 Frank@FrankWoodward.com
Orinda ¢ Lafayette + Moraga

makeovers

by Sheena

I am stronger than I can ever remember...

I have been very athletic all my life but also struggled to
keep my weight in check. A’perfect storm’of happenings —
becoming home-based for work and a milestone birthday —
both aided in a pretty significant drop in my metabolism.

| just could not eat any less than | already was so | knew it
meant the hard work of increasing my activity to lose the
weight. | also know myself and knew that | was probably
not going to be able to push myself to that next level.

So... enter Sheena and Living Lean! Like a lot of others in
the program, | contacted Sheena after seeing some of the
other success stories in the local paper. Unlike the glossy sell
jobs for some of the other national weight loss programs,
these were real people in my neighborhood who were
successful on the program. | was so surprised at how quickly
my body changed! I have lost nearly half of my body fat since
| started (over 20 pounds of fat) and am stronger than | can
ever remember. The trainers make the workouts fun and |
found that | love spinning — who would have thought! It has
also provided a very nice social outlet for me now that all

my coworkers are so far away (my job moved to Boston).
Nice people, good workouts, and a new found body.

e Thank you, Sheena!
living lean.

Lisa Bedell

New Classes!
Yoga Spin classes
Virtual reality spin classes
Pilates with Weights
Ring Boxing/ training, circuit and sparring

Call Sheena to Sign Up
925-360-7051

www.thelivingleanprogram.com

W||Iow spring churt':‘h
1689 school street moraga, ca
(925) 819-2127

Why buy a new car?

Does your current
vehicle fit your needs?

Do you really need a new car?

544,950 [

Higher Insurance Costs $

Higher Financing Fees $%
Higher DMV Fees 559

We will keep your vehicle on the road
for a fraction of the cost of a new one!

Orinda Motors Inc.
Express Oil Change & Tire Center

Full Service Maintenance & Repairs

Visit Us On-Line at www.orindamotors.com
63 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ca., (925) 254-2012

DAVI D PI ERCE Broker - Realtor

Proudly Serving Lamorinda Since 1987

Learn What The Improving

#1 Agent & Top Producer
Orinda Office - 2008

925.254.5984

www.davidpierce.net
david.pierce@prurealty.com

Market Means For You

Call Me Today For A Complimentary
Evaluation & Analysis Of Your Home

Prudential
California Realty
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REAL ESTATE
93 Moraga Way, Orinda

computer technical support

repairs * training * websites
925.283.5666

Nerd4Rent.com

990 Moraga Road, Ste B, Lafayette
(next door to Campana Music)

NERD 4 Rent

Computer Consulting & Training
Service plans starting as low as 49 cents per day!

=

FREE 2> Hour
Computer Service Call
If you're a Lamorinda resident or business,

we’d like to introduce our award-winning
services to you at no cost and with no

obligation. We'll come to your home or
business and provide you with technical
service, training or a consultation, so you

schedule your appointment!
call (925) 283-5666

Offer applies to new Lamorinda clients only.
Exp. March 31, 2010. With This coupon only.

can get to know us.

One Game You Won't Want to Miss: Lafayette-Opoly

By Sophie Braccini

Mary Bakos and Barbara Serwin

he idea came, one day, to

Mary Bakos as she was look-
ing for something special for the
Lafayette Arts and Science Foun-
dation’s (LASF) annual event: a
special edition Monopoly game, to
be sold as a fund raiser, on which
actual Lafayette businesses would
be featured. Since the end of last
year, the small committee formed
by Bakos, LASF President Barbara
Serwin, and Gina Dawson has been
contacting businesses to make this
happen. “We wanted to give busi-
nesses more of an opportunity to
advertise their presence and their

The LASF committee ;vorking on Lafayette-opoly (L to R

): Gina Dawson,
Photo Sophie Braccini

support of our schools,” says Ser-
win, “and we have been over-
whelmed by their support.”

The first task of the group
was to find more than 40 spon-
sors. “What was fun was to
brainstorm which businesses
would best fit in each category,”
says Bakos. For Tony Eichers,
General Manager of the Lafayette
Park Hotel and Spa, the most nat-
ural square to sponsor was ‘The
Park.” “This is one of the most
expensive pieces of real estate on
the board,” says Eichers, an
LASF supporter, “nothing would

have been a better fit for our
beautiful hotel.”

“We wanted to be the ‘Start’
point on the game,” says Diablo
Foods’ Connie Collier, “because
our store is where your day
should start.” The daughter of
founder Ed Stokes, who has put
her kids through the Lafayette
schools and is also a supporter of
LASEF, Collier says she plans to
sell the game in the store.

The Lafayette Park Hotel
and Diablo Foods were among
the first businesses contacted by
LASF, who knew they could
count on their most faithful sup-
porters. “Mike Reardon at Oak-
wood Athletic Club was also an
enthusiastic early supporter,”
says Serwin. Besides purchasing
a square, the Club’s General
Manager proposed organizing a

off the game sales and inform
people of what LASF accom-
plishes.

But large and established
businesses are not the only ones to
contribute to the game (look for a
square featuring your friendly
neighborhood newpaper). Colleen
McCormick of Lamorinda Music
decided, with her husband John, to
put her new business on the board.
“It allows local small businesses to
help LASF in a way that increases
awareness for their business and
serves as a reminder for people to
shop locally,” says McCormick,
“Lafayette-opoly will be a wonder-
ful keepsake for our children as
they play the game in years to come
with their own children and share
stories about growing up in this
charming community."

Lafayette Chamber of Com-

son thinks that the board game will
become a collector’s item one day.
“The Lafayette Chamber bought
square number one,” says Lifson,
“LASF has found a unique, fun
way to fundraise. The businesses
buying a square will pay for the
production costs and most of the
money paid to buy the games will
be resources going straight to our
schools.”

That concept fuels the energy
of LASF’s committee as they work
hard to make this happen. “The
company that will manufacture the
game, Pride Distributors, Inc., de-
veloped the “Your Town-opoly’
program as a fundraiser for com-
munity organizations more than ten
years ago,” says Bakos, “the con-
cept is that we order a fixed num-
ber of games which they will
produce, then we sell them for the

thinking about ordering 1,500 to
2000 games that will be sold at $30
apiece. Selling of the squares to
businesses should be complete by
the end of March; then production
will start and the actual games
should arrive over the summer, “In
time for back-to-school,” says
Dawson. LASF anticipates distrib-
uting the games through the five
Lafayette public schools, as well as
at some local businesses and on its
website, www.lasf.org.

One big item has not been
purchased yet; the cover of the
game. Dawson, Bakos and Serwin
plan to contact prominent commu-
nity entities that have the desire and
the means to support the Founda-
tion at a significant level. Busi-
nesses interested in sponsorship
should contact Dawson at gdaw-
son@gmail.com or Bakos at ml-

DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIRING?
Call the
Resurfacing Experts!

Driveways

Private Roads

Tennis & Sports Courts
Parking Lots

Seal Coating

ADA Ramps & Stalls

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

LUCAS PAVING, INCG.

Lic # 195560

925-283-8027

QUALITY - INTEGRITY - EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers ® Pillows ® Window Cushions
¢ Custom Upholstery ® Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

e [Nel War T [rafbanarnship

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

Loretta |. Barra
Realtor
(925) 212-9228
(925) 253-4642

LJBarra@aol.com

| 137 Vallecito Court, Lafayette

Enchanting Lafayette Happy Valley home. 5 BD/3.5BA
over 4,000 sq.ft., 3 car garage, fully gated, high-end
finishes, end of cul-de-sac. Asking price $2,495,000.

Call for more information or a showing.

o COLDMUGLL
Experience You Can Trust ! BANKeR(

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Virtual tour at www.LorettaBarra.com

“game-day” at the Club to kick-  merce Executive Director Jay Lif-  amount we want.” The group is  bakos@yahoo.com.
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‘Live at the Orinda’ a Great Success
On the evening of March 5th,
the Orinda Chamber of Com-
merce invited the community to
a champagne-filled night of
comedy at the Orinda Theatre.
It was a first, and the force be-
hind the event, Chamber Board
Member Rick Kattenburg, was
a bit anxious that evening. “We
had a fantastic night,” reported a
very satisfied Kattenburg, “we
had 650 in attendance and all
the people I talked to thought
that it was fantastic.” Some of
your neighbors from the Lam-
orinda Weekly who attended the Dan St. Paul on stage
event had nothing but praise to share. “We both haven't laughed that much
in ages. We especially loved the jokes teasing Orinda,” said staff writer Cathy
Tyson, who went with her husband, “the Chamber must be thrilled.” Staff
writer Andrea Firth added, “My husband and I had a great time. It was great
fun to laugh so much.” Kattenburg admits that the evening was a lot of work
to put together. “The idea came up because my son is close to the child of
Tommy T. (owner of the Tommy T°s Comedy Clubs),” says Kattenburg, “we
looked for humor that would relate to the crowd and were delighted when the
comedians poked fun at us.” Kattenburg believes that the evening was a suc-
cess thanks to the dedication of the Chamber Board who never counted their
hours working on the project. “We made about $7,000,” said Kattenburg,
“and we’ll be pleased to give a part of it to EFO (the Educational Foundation
of Orinda).” Kattenburg promises that the March 5th show will be followed
by many others: “Next year it’s going to be even better,” he promised.

Lori’s Swim and Sun 1460 Moraga Road, Moraga, 376-4433

Lori’s Swim and Sun has re-opened in the Moraga Center (Moraga Way at
Moraga Road). The swim apparel store and tanning salon left the Rheem
Center to a new location between A&H Hallmark and The UPS Store,
across from the Moraga Garden Center. “We are focusing our new store
on athletic gear,” says owner Lori Stubblefield, “we will carry everything
needed for swim teams and aerobic water exercise. We are also continu-
ing to carry all swim gear such as goggles and fins and of course we are still
offering thousands of different pairs of sandals.” Lori is conscious that the
market has changed and that people are more budget-conscious, “I listen to
what my customers say,” she adds, “and I will continue to offer what they
ask for.” Lori’s only concern with the new location is that it cannot be
seen from the street.

Mt Diablo Business Women’s Networking Dinner

The next networking dinner is on April 8 from 5:45 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Lafayette Park Hotel, 3278 Mt Diablo Blvd. The guest speaker will be Jes-
sica A. Braverman, Esq. a well known local attorney, talking about "Legal
Landmines of Social Media for the Business Owner." For info and registra-
tion contact www.mtdiablobusinesswomen.org. Cost for members $37 and
guests $47. Please no walk-ins, registration by noon on April Sth.

New Realtors

Alain Pinel Realtors is proud to announce the addition of Amy Rose Smith,
Rochelle Williams and Erin McCoin to its team in the Orinda Office. Amy
joins APR with a wealth of practical knowledge of the East Bay. Having
worked as a Registered Client Analyst for Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. in
London, New York and Los Angeles, Amy learned to appreciate the sim-
plicity and beauty of her home town of Orinda. In 2007, Amy returned to
Orinda where she now lives with her husband and three daughters. Williams
and McCoin joins APR as a team from the prestigious firms of McGuire R.E
and Pacific Union R.E. where they represented buyers and sellers in San
Francisco. After moving their families to Lafayette, they joined the local
APR office and have launched the Lamorinda Living Team, specializing in
representing buyers and sellers in Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda. McCoin
and Williams have over a decade of Real Estate experience between them.
Amy Rose Smith can be reached at.438.2020 or AmyRoseSmith@apr.com.
McCoin and Williams can be reached at 258.1111 or emccoin@apr.com

News from the three Chambers of Commerce

Tri-City Chamber Night at the Town Hall Theater
Saturday, March 20 at 7:15 p.m.
Town Hall Theatre, one of newest members of the Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce, would like to invite the members of the Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
Chambers and their guests to a performance of The Importance of Being
Earnest, a romantic comedy by Oscar Wilde. As an added treat, Parkmon
Vineyards will be offering a premium wine tasting with a $15 donation to
Town Hall. Parkmon wines are grown right in Moraga by Dave Parker,
founding member of the Lamorinda Winegrowers Association. Chamber
members and their guests will receive the special rate of $25/ticket - call the
box office at 283-1557 to reserve your seats.
Lafayette
* Ribbon Cutting on Thursday, March 25 at 5:00 p.m. for Stone Creek
Insurance Agency, 3738 Mt. Diablo Blvd., #304
¢ The Pleasant Hill Chamber is having its Business Showcase on March
25th and booth space is now available to the members of the Lafayette
Chamber at the Pleasant Hill Chamber Member Rate. Be part of this
business experience as it enters its fourth decade. For more information
contact the Pleasant Hill Chamber at 925-687-0700 and ask for Celina or
check the web site at http://www.pleasanthillchamber.com/.
Moraga
*  Chamber Meeting Fri., March 26, from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. at the Hacienda
de las Flores. The report of the Chamber 2010 goals will be presented.
 Registration forms for the May 8 Community Faire are now online at
moragachamber.org. Registration deadline is April 24th, 2010. The Faire
will include a classic car show; the Chamber would like to encourage
owners of restored classic cars that live in Lamorinda to contact Andrew
at lilducci@aol.com.
¢ For the first time the Faire will produce banners that will advertise the
faire throughout town. The Chamber is offering banner sponsorship to
businesses that would like to see their names on it. The cost is $175 and
the deadline for registration is April 9. Interested parties should contact
Gloria at 247-4473 or glorianoggle@yahoo.com

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Financing Available*

CASH AND INCENTIVES UP TO $3,375 WHEN YOU INSTALL A NEW
95% HIGH EFFICIENCY FURNACE IN YOUR HOME*
DON'T WAIT - START SAVING $$ ON YOUR UTILITY BILL NOW!

(*See Dealer for Details)

ACS:HJ- Conditioning Svatems

79

1 1
1 1
| FURNACE |
: MAINTENANCE :
1 with this coupon |
l Expires 3/31/2010. Call for details. J

www.ACSystemsInc.com ¢ License# 632329
SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS

(925) 676-2103

Reertg

Turn to the Experts
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Clty, Town, and Fire Board Take a Closer Look at EA.I.LR.’s Proposal

By Lucy Amaral and Andrea A. Firth

t the conclusion of the

marathon five-hour meeting of
the Orinda City and Moraga Towns
Councils and the Moraga Orinda
Fire District (MOFD) Board of Di-
rectors, there was one point that the
fourteen elected officials and sev-
enty attendees seemed to agree
upon: No one wants to reduce the
high-quality fire and emergency
service residents currently receive
from the MOFD. Several other is-
sues covered in the course of the
long evening remained unresolved.

FAIR. An organized and
vocal group of Orinda residents
known as F.A.LR. presented its plan
to recoup tax revenue currently di-
rected to the MOFD to help to ad-
dress Orinda’s $100 million plus
roads and water pipe problems.
F.A.LR believes its proposal will
maintain service levels at a reduced
cost, rectify the imbalanced contri-
bution it believes Orinda pays, and
recapture tax revenues that will ex-
ceed the true cost of fire and emer-
gency services over time.

F.A.IR. proposes to dissolve

the MOFD (or have Orinda break
away) and contract for fire service
and EMS with Con Fire and Amer-
ican Medical Response (AMR). Re-
ducing overhead costs through the
economies of scale realized working
with these larger organizations,
F.ALR. believes, will generate $65
million for the City of Orinda over
the next 12 years. “FAIR does not
want annexation [to Con Fire] but
consolidation,” F.A.LR. organizer
Art Haigh stressed.
OrindaCARES Responds.
Another group of concerned Orinda
citizens, known as OrindaCARES,
presented its response to the F.A.L
R. proposal. They believe that
Orinda’s tax contribution to MOFD
is appropriate to ensure the quality
fire and emergency medical service
needed for Orinda’s unique terrain.
That presentation emphasized the
high risk of wild land fires, limited
fire service support from adjacent
communities, and the importance of
maintaining local control. “We agree
that money needs to be found to fix
Orinda’s roads, but it should not

come from our emergency services
dollars,” stated Ellen Dale, a mem-
ber of OrindaCARES.

MOFD's Response. MOFD
Fire Chief Randy Bradley began his
presentation by stating that in his last
position as Fire Chief for the
Lawrence Livermore Fire Depart-
ment, he supported the idea of his
smaller department contracting with
the larger Alameda Fire District as it
offered that community better serv-
ice with lower costs. Bradley em-
phasized that he could not support
FA.IR.’s recommendation for
Orinda to leave the MOFD, saying
service would suffer if Orinda chose
to contract with Con Fire and AMR,
and costs would probably not be re-
duced. He also added that Con Fire
currently does not offer the contrac-
tual model that is used in the
Alameda District and felt that
F.A.LR.’s model would fall apart.

During his time at the dais,
Bradley refuted a number of
F.A.LR.’s cost and service assump-
tions, and noted that if implemented,
the proposal would cause lower

Who's Who:

tion is held in November.

tem. [www fairfororinda.org]

ture and rejects FA.LR's proposal.
[www.orindacares.org]

MOFD, FAIR, and OrindaCARES
MOFD. The Moraga Orinda Fire District
(MOFD) was formed in 1997 to provide
more efficient fire and emergency medical
services to Moraga and Orinda. The MOFD
has a five-member Board of Directors,
each elected by the residents of his geo-
graphic division of the District. The MOFD
Board members are Frank Sperling, Frank
Weil, John Wyro, and Brook Mancinelli. The
Director’s post for Division 3 is currently va-
cant, and the Board is working with a Citi-
zen's Advisory Panel to appoint a
replacement until an election for the posi-

F.A.l.R. Formed in early 2009 following
the final report of Orinda’s Revenue En-
hancement Task Force, which identified
the MOFD’s tax revenues as a potential
source of funding to address the City's sig-
nificant infrastructure needs, Fire and In-
frastructure Renewal (FA.LR.) is a group of
70 or more (according to FA.LR.) Orinda
and Moraga residents working to get the
Orinda City Council to conduct an investi-
gation of MOFD to redirect property tax
dollars to address Orinda's crumbling
roads, storm drains, and water delivery sys-

OrindaCARES. Formed in response to
F.A.LR’s proposal to dissolve the MOFD,
OrindaCARES (Citizens Against Reducing
Emergency Services) supports the Dis-
trict’s existing physical and financial struc-

A.Firth

201 Rights

tioned.

service!

Service levels, especially emergency medical service (EMS) levels,
were a flash point during the March 3rd Tri-Agency meeting with
numerous references to EMS 201 rights and the threat of its loss.
California’s Health and Safety Code section 1797.201, more com-
monly known as 201 rights, gives cities and fire districts that were
providing pre-hospital emergency medical services to their com-
munities as of June 1, 1980, the right to continue to oversee
those services. Currently Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD)
holds control of its EMS, how it is staffed, and where it is sta-

Prior to the formation of the MOFD, the Moraga Fire Protection
District had 201 rights. In 1997, when the City of Orinda broke
from Con Fire and joined with Moraga to form the MOFD, those
rights were extended to Orinda. Some argued at the Tri-Agency
meeting that if Orinda broke away from MOFD, this ‘grandfa-
thered-in'right of maintaining local control would be lost and the
County EMS agency would be responsible for determining what
level of service Orinda would have.

While there was agreement that maintaining current EMS levels
was paramount, the disagreement hinged upon whether the
current high-quality EMS could be retained if Orinda broke from
MOFD. MOFD Fire Chief Randy Bradley said that a contracted
EMS would take current firefighters out of ambulances, lower
service levels, and lengthen response times.

Art Haigh, a member of FAIR, said he felt that an equal level of
service could be maintained, and that if the City of Orinda ne-
gotiates a contract with American Medical Response (AMR), serv-
ice levels will be the same or better. “FA.LR’s position has always
been that any ambulance contract with AMR or any other
provider must [be of a premium level and] include at least two
dedicated 24/7 ambulances,’ stated Haigh.

MOFD Board Member Brook Mancinelli, a firefighter who has
worked for AMR, disagreed. “l can speak authoritatively; AMR
cannot bring the level of service [that the MOFD currently pro-
vides],” he said. “Without a doubt, we will see a reduction of

L. Amaral

Photo Andy Scheck
service levels, loss of governance,
Orinda would become mired in Con
Fire’s own financial distress,
LAFCO (Local Agency Formation
Commission) could intervene, and
they would lose “201” EMS rights.

(See sidebars Who’s Who:
MOFD, FAIR and OrindaCares and
201 Rights)

Public Comment. For the next
hour and a half, 25 people stepped
forward to voice their opinion. A
majority of the comments were split
evenly between F.A.LR. and
OrindaCARES supporters, although
several speakers took no side but
asked for stewardship and fiscal re-
sponsibility from the Orinda Coun-
cil. Speakers in favor of breaking
away from MOFD emphasized that
they believed the high level of serv-
ice could be maintained at a lower
overall cost. Those who wished to
maintain the MOFD believed a
lower level of service would occur,
was unacceptable, and felt it could
be the difference between life and
death. Some speakers asked for an
independent consultant to review the
information and help the three
groups move forward. The recent

controversy over retired Chief Pete
Nowicki’s pension was mentioned
several times causing MOFD Board
Member, John Wyro to address that
item by saying they admit a mistake
was made and they are taking action
to fix it.

The Councils and Board Dis-
cussion. The agencies responses to
the proposal were mixed. The
MOFD Board supported Chief
Bradley’s conclusions that dissolv-
ing the agency and contracting for
services was highly problematic but
politely listened. The Orinda City
Council’s reaction was mixed, with
three members calling for an analy-
sis by an independent consultant to
untangle the divergent financials

presented by the three sides, and
Vice Mayor Victoria Smith stead-
fastly opposed to the idea. After sit-
ting silently for most of the evening,
Moraga’s Town Council clearly
stated that they prefer the status quo.

The Next Step. A subcommit-
tee comprised of Ken Chew and
Mike Metcalf from the Moraga
Town Council, Frank Sperling and
John Wyro from the MOFD Board
of Directors, and Tom McCormick
and Amy Worth from the Orinda
City Council will meet to sort
through the issues.
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« repairs « upgrades - maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES - FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380

Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)
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Stonecastle Land and

premier loan products and
service from the most
experienced and solution-

community.

We will give you
personal service and get

RATES WILL
GO UP
THIS YEAR.

Home Financial - Providing

319 Diablo Road, Suite 103

Danville, CA 94526
CA DRE Lic. # 01327738

FEATURE LOAN: 5.5% INTEREST ONLY FOR 15 YEARS (5.25% APR)
THIS 40 YEAR LOAN IS AVAILABLE UP TO $4,000,000.

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY

oriented professionals in your

you the best rates available
at the lowest possible cost.

CALL NOW!I!I

Up to $900,000 Up to $4,000,000
Interest Rate APR Interest Rate APR
3 Year Fixed 3.100% 4.160% 4.500% 4.210%
5 Year Fixed 4.150% 4.160% 4.750% 4.210%
7 Year Fixed 4.900% 4.160% 5.125% 4.210%
10 Year Fixed 5.375% 4.160% 5.375% 4.210%
Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750
30 Year Fixed 4.750% 4.890% 4.875% 4.990%
15 Year Fixed 4.125% 4.205% 4.250% 4.365%
Kyle Davis
StoneCastle
= | Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347

wa

i 1

Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

Direct: 925-314-5299
Fax: 925-831-9540

This Loan Comparison above is presented as an estimate of possible mortgage scenarios. This is not a loan
commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures and
information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.
DRE License #01327738.

STOREWIDE

SPRING
SALTE

c::mplure line of solid handcrafted furniture and accessories for immediate delivery.

www.RosewoodHouse.com

CONCORD 4700 Clayton Rd. (925) 827-9588
OAKLAND 2523 Broadway (510) 451-7373
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Rescue One

Dedicated to the support of MOFD paramedics

By Lucy Amaral

he concern over emergency

medical services and re-
sponse times may be a hot-button
issue right now in Lamorinda, but
it’s not a new issue.

Founded in 1978, the Mor-
aga-based Rescue One Foundation
grew out of the community’s desire
for quality, effective, local emer-
gency medical service.

In the early 1970’s, the Town
of Moraga’s fire department had
several firefighters cross-trained as
emergency medical technicians
(EMTs), but ambulance transport
was provided by outside services.

According to Linda Borelli, board
member for the Rescue One

Foundation, having ambulances
travel various distances to reach
Moraga was always a concern, but
it took a near fatality to effect
change.

“The husband of a Moraga
Service League member suffered
an accident at his home. His
femoral artery was lacerated,” said
Borelli. “The response time for an
ambulance to arrive from Walnut
Creek was 25 minutes, and the
travel time to Alta Bates Hospital,
another 20 minutes. By the time he
arrived at the hospital, he was not
breathing and had no pulse. His life
was saved only after he received 23
pints of blood.”

The Service League mem-
bers saw the importance of re-
sponse time in saving a life, added
Borelli. Therefore, it was simple:
The Town of Moraga needed its
own ambulance. After a meeting
with (and blessing from) Moraga’s
then Fire Chief, Don Skinner, the
Service League got to work.

“The community came to-
gether in fundraising for the ambu-
lance,” said Borelli. “A
door-to-door campaign by League
members was launched and they
asked for one dollar from each
household. The League raised
$8,000, enough to purchase the am-
bulance, a new 1972 Dodge van.”

Need an Expert?

If you have questions on what to do if you find
yourself "underwater" with your mortgage, we
are here to help. We will discuss your options
and help you find the best way to move forward.

1
Lisa Hoctor
(925) 698-5752
www.lisahoctor.com
lisa.hoctor@prurealty.com

Lic. #01300193

good care of you.

Frith Wiggins
(925) 698-6030

www.frithwiggins.com
frith.wiggins@prurealty.com

Lic.#01433398

"The Home Sales Doctors"
...we make house calls!

SFR

SHORT SALES &
FORECLOSURE
RESOURCE

Give us a call and we will meet with
you for a "no obligation" consultation.
Take the first step with us... we'll take

Lt
Prudential

N

The first ambulace for

=d
the Moraga Fire Dist

-

rict, a 1972 Dodge van, donated by Moraga Service League.

L to R: Service League members Carol Porterfield and Jean Scott, two members of the Moraga Fire Commis-
sion, League member Jean Kirsch. The two uniformed members of the Moraga Fire District are John Cooper
on the left, and Chief Don Skinner on the right.

With the van donated to the
Fire District, the League took on the
new challenge of raising money to
help the District purchase the equip-
ment and supplies for the ambu-
lance. Several fundraisers later and
the first Moraga Rescue Ambulance
was ready to roll.

Watching this was Marian
Devin, widow of fire commissioner
Ray Devin. Borelli said that with
money available from her late hus-
band’s memorial fund, Devin ap-
proached the fire district and the
Service League to see if a separate
foundation could be formed to con-
tinue the support the rescue serv-
ices.  “She spearheaded the
Foundation’s formation,” said
Borelli. In 1978, with Devin’s orig-
inal donation, all the official paper
work complete, and a seven-mem-

ber board made up of Service
League members and community
leaders, the Rescue One Foundation
was born, becoming California’s
first foundation dedicated entirely
to supporting its local fire district
and paramedic program.

Support of the Foundation
was immediate. “People started
contributing (right away),” said
Borelli. “We have never had to
fundraise. Service organizations
continue to donate, and there have
been gifts of appreciation as well
as in memoriam.”

Over the past 30 years, the
Foundation has received more than
$300,000 in donations, allowing
Rescue One to donate items in-
cluding CPR training equipment,
paramedic training scholarships,
cardiac monitors, defibrillators,

Photo provided

and emergency equipment such as
the “Jaws of Life.”

Today, Moraga-Orinda Fire
District (MOFD) ambulances may
be state-of-the-art rather than
retrofitted vans, but the dedication
from Rescue One remains the
same:  Support MOFD para-
medics.

“The Rescue One Founda-
tion’s support of MOFD over the
past 33 years has been tremen-
dous,” said Randy Bradley,
MOFD Fire Chief. “The Founda-
tion understands the importance of
providing superior paramedic and
ambulance services to the com-
munities of Moraga, Orinda and
Canyon. The donations have al-
lowed the District to go above and
beyond basic service levels that
are offered elsewhere.”
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* Thought Provoking Parking Guru
Comes to Lafayette

* Letters to the Editor

* Fiscal Outlook Bleak for Schools

* The Yosemite Institute

* Club Scouts Visit Lamorinda Weekly

* 10th Annual Lafayette Jazz Festival

* Council Finds Fresh Way to Prioritize Budget

« EBMUD to Build Additional Water
Storage at Reservoir

* Residents Trying to Quiet Orinda

* MYIC Receives Multigenerational

Communication Training
If you wish to view any of the stories above go to
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.

t's All Online!
All of our stories are available on our web site and are
archived back to our first issue (March, 2007).

You can read the current issue at the Read Online tab, or
click Archive to read earlier issues. Foryour
convenience, all stories are available as a single-page for
downloading or sending to friends and family.

Classified ¢ Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Classes Offered

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Stay Young Exercise in Orinda
Best exercise for arthritis In

84 deg. water Only 4 feet

With bubble in winter. Classes
8am, 9,10. Call Angie 283-0843

Vacation Rentals

Mexico- Cabo San Lucus
Stunning home on the Pacific
Sleeps 10, daily maid, 254-5539
www.lavillacontenta.com

INCLINE -- VILLAGE HIGHLANDS
spacious 2 master ste, loft, frplcs,
31/2 ba, 1 blk to Hyatt & beach,
on ski bus route 800-831-3304
10% discount with this ad!

Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706 <

robbiednbr@gmail.com

Volunteers needed

Contra Costa Animal Services,
Mrtz, urgently needs foster kitten
& cat families for temp. housing.
Cindy Smith 925-335-8335.

Public Health

Free Meth Treatment

The Public Health Institute is
researching the treatment of
methamphetamine problems.
Receive 12 weeks of free
treatment at New Leaf Center
in Lafayette. Receive up to
$270 for confidential interviews.
Call 1-800-636-8058 for info.

Service

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK
All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

T (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION

Foundations, drainage, remodel
small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda

WWW.Swartsco.com
Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

Deep cleaning home/office
Affordable price. Excellent
References. 925-234-5491

Computers

Having Problems with your
Computer?

Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience
software, hardware, internet
$60 per Hour
call Joey 925286 0347

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Painting

T &T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic#616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Landscaping

TUTUILA LANDSCAPING

Lic.#906851
Complete Landscaping
Sprinkler, Concrete, Wall, Deck
New Lawn, Tree Service, Driveway
Red Wood Fences, Hauling

Call Sione 925-878-9537

$3 per linein bold, $2 per regular line, 3 lines minimum

(max 30 Characters per line) Submit online:

http://www.lamorindaweekly.com
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The Lamorinda Weekly—Looking Back and Forward

By Andrea A. Firth
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March 14 - 16, 2007: 25,000 copies of issue #1 were thrown
on driveways by about 25 people

arch 14th marked the three-

year anniversary of the
launch of the Lamorinda Weekly,
and this is the 81st issue. By many
measures, this biweekly newspaper,
which serves our three-borough
community, has been a successful
venture.

Our first issue was 16 pages
long and had 35 articles, 5 staff
writers, three photographers and 50
ads. Our last issue, at 32 pages, had
53 articles, 13 staff and contribut-
ing writers, five photographers,
three columnists, 11 submissions
from the community (now that’s
what we call a success story), and
150 ads. Our internet use has grown
by 313 % over the last 12 months;
we now have about 1,000 visitors a
day with 2,500 daily page views.

Given the economic down-
turn and the collapse of many main-
stream media outlets, to experience
business growth in this environ-
ment, especially with a print news-
paper (which we also publish
online), might be considered re-
markable. While we are feeling
pretty good about the viability of
our little community paper, we ask
ourselves why it works and what
more we can do to ensure it contin-
ues on this path.

Recently Richard Hernandez,
an award winning photojournalist

and Fellow with the UC Berkeley
School of Journalism, came to the
Lafayette-Orinda  Presbyterian
Church to give a presentation about
the future of print journalism. Could
he predict what lies ahead or help
us on our journey? Hernandez left
the San Jose Mercury News after a
20-year stint, because he felt that
the innovation at the paper had
stalled. Hernandez’s presentation
came without a crystal ball. He ad-
mitted, “I don’t know what lies
ahead for print journalism.”

However, Hernandez re-
mained cautiously hopeful, “There
is a lot of hype around the ‘print is
dead’ story,” he stated. And as the
crisis in the newspaper industry has
unfolded, he has seen a move to-
ward the smaller, monthly and bi-
monthly community papers.

“In 2006 I started a company
for database design and marketing
services,” states the Lamorinda
Weekly s publisher Andy Scheck.
“At the time, local businesses did
not have many opportunities to con-
nect with the community. I heard
many people discuss Lamorinda’s
need for a good local newspaper.”

From the outset, the Lamor-
inda Weekly’s model has differed
from the traditional newsroom clut-
tered with a sea of desks, computers,
and phones and buzzing with the din

of a large staff. Ours is a virtual
newsroom. The sales, marketing,
production, and management for the
newspaper are conducted from
Andy and Wendy Scheck’s home of-
fice—two desks in the family room
that looks out to the backyard.
Andy’s son, Jonas, helps with the
layout of the paper from his home in
Germany, and Wendy’s daughter,
Amanda, contributes graphics work-
ing from the laptop in her bedroom.
Other than a weekly editorial meet-
ing of six core staff held around the
Schecks’ dining room table, all of the
paper’s business is carried out in the
virtual world. The writers, photogra-
phers, and editors have their own
spaces and communicate over the
web and by phone. Some of us have
never met face to face.

“All of our work is done using
digital technology,” explains Andy.
“Email is our main form of com-
munication.” Wendy elaborates,
“The virtual nature of the paper is
one of the main reasons it works so
well. We are able to live two or three
lives at one time by reporting, writ-
ing, photographing, editing or sell-
ing while doing other things. I think
everyone who is involved with the
paper is fairly altruistic by nature
and they also hold themselves to
very high standards. We share a
sense of pride and accomplishment
within the team that is really very
satisfying on a personal level.”

One of the key elements es-
sential to creating a newspaper that
brings value to the reader is provid-
ing content that is important to the
reader, Hernandez explained; “The
future depends on the needs of the
community, the involvement of the
community, and the voice of the
community."

“Almost all of our staff and
contributors live or work in Lamor-
inda. Our writers are reporting on
events that take place within the
scope of their daily lives. They have
connections that naturally bring
them close to stories that other peo-
ple in the community also care
about,” says Wendy. “To make it all
work, we have an editor who de-
mands that they keep a neutral
voice and sets a high bar for edito-
rial integrity. Even though they
might write about things close to
their hearts, they also reach outside
their own experience and put a lot
of time and effort into researching,
interviewing and listening in meet-
ings,” explains Wendy.

Three Lamorinda Women Honored

By Sophie Braccini

llen Beans, Carrie Dern and
Anne Grodin brought their
unique shades to the tapestry of dif-
ferent women who were recognized
by Assemblymember Nancy Skin-
ner for the 2010 14th Assembly Dis-
trict’s Annual Women of the Year
award. Although they expressed
surprise at being selected, these
women from Moraga, Orinda and
Lafayette, respectively, represent our
communities at their best; display-
ing the spirit of volunteerism, self-
lessness and community service.
“Traditionally, the Assembly-
member recognizes one woman
every year,” said Nancy Skinner
during her address at the celebration
luncheon in Berkeley on March 6th,
“but how could I honor only one
woman? There are so many unsung
women heroes in our communities
that I wanted to celebrate one
woman in each of the entities of my

(L to R) Ellen Beans (Moraga), Carrie Dern (Orinda), Aséemblymember
Nancy Skinner, Anne Grodin (Lafayette)

Photo Sophie Braccini
district.” District 14 encompasses
Lamorinda along with ten other
cities including Oakland, Berkeley,
Pleasant Hill, and Richmond.
“Nancy Skinner’s office con-
tacted local non-profits and com-
munity leaders, and asked for
outstanding volunteers,” said Jill
Ellis, Executive Director of the
Center for Early Intervention on
Deafness, who nominated Orinda
resident Carrie Dern. It took
months for Skinner’s staff to contact
hundreds of community members
to solicit nominations and choose 14
recipients among the 120 nomina-
tions received. “When I received
the call, I knew I had to nominate
Carrie (Dern),” added Ellis, “she
has been an exceptional volunteer
for our group, always performing
beyond expectation and giving back
to communities far and near, look-
ing to help beyond her own needs.”

“I am one of several people
who nominated Anne (Grodin),”
said Lafayette Council Member
Don Tatzin, “and I am delighted that
she was chosen.” Both Tatzin and
City Manager Steve Falk came to
the luncheon to support the woman
who was so instrumental in raising
funds for the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center.

Moraga Vice-Mayor Karen
Mendonca was among those who
nominated Ellen Beans. “Ellen
Beans' coordination of the Moraga
Citizen's Network is an example of
community service at its finest,”
said Mendonca, “she is committed
to providing factual and objective
information to town residents so
that they, in turn, can more effec-
tively participate in local discus-
sions and deliberations.”

Honorees from other east bay
cities came from all avenues of life,
reflecting the diversity of our re-
gion. For example, Susie Medak,
the Managing Director of the
Berkeley Repertory Theater, was
recognized for her educational out-
reach. Eileen Hadidian of Albany
was acknowledged for founding the
Healing Muses, an organization that
uses music to create a peaceful
sound environment to support pa-
tients in hospitals. Rosa Acosta, the
Executive Director of ‘Morada de
Mujeres del Milenio’, an associa-
tion that provides support for bicul-
tural women affected by domestic
violence, was also recognized.

“Assemblymember Nancy
Skinner has created a memorable
way to honor women of the dis-
trict," commented Grodin. “It is
wonderful to participate in such an
inspiring event,” added Beans, “it
consolidates my belief that we can
bring about positive change.”

“We select team members
based on their involvement within
the community,” Andy adds. “And
because we live here, we listen to
our readers daily. I hope I will not
insult our advertising customers,
but in fact, our most important cus-
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tomers are our readers.”

The hope for print journalism
lies in our ability to be innovative
and responsive to the community,
according to Hernandez. Andy be-
lieves, “Innovation comes from our
readership. We’re open to sugges-

Meet the Publishers—Andy and Wendy Scheck

Photo Doug Kohen
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tions and our ‘newsroom’ is more
all over Lamorinda than in our of-
fice.” Wendy adds, “I think that our
readers value the paper because it
helps people feel connected and
gives them a real sense of commu-

nity.”

When Andy and Wendy Scheck
left the high-tech industry in 2005,
they wanted to start a local
business, so they looked around
for a niche that needed filling.
Andy recalls having a conversation
with a friend who suggested a
newspaper and the concept
clicked.“l knew enough about
desktop publishing, database
publishing, web and graphic
design to get started,” says Scheck
who set to work on a business
plan the next day. A critical
component of his original model
was the framework for community
participation in the paper.

“During the last week of
December in 2006, Andy

produced a prototype with our first printer and we met with representatives from each of Lamorinda's
communities to get feedback,’ says Wendy. “The response was very positive. | used the prototype to sell adds,
and we published our first issue a few weeks later."The Schecks originally planned on a weekly publication,
but moved to a biweekly format after the first month. “That change saved the paper, notes Wendy.

The Schecks believe that community involvement is fundamental to what makes the newspaper thrive. They
are active members of all three Chambers of Commerce in Lamorinda, and offer discounted advertising rates
to charitable organizations. Andy, a Rotarian, recently launched our Community Service section after a
conversation with a local community organization, offering a space for submissions from those involved in
service projects. For the Schecks, the community’s voice is paramount. They make every effort to publish all
letters to the editor and article submissions that they receive (which meet the paper’s guidelines).

Although not exactly a democracy, the paper is horizontally structured—among the senior staff, everyone
gives input and has a voice. Both Andy and Wendy are very good listeners. In addition to his role as publisher,
Andy developed the proprietary database for the paper’s website that archives all of the content online, and
he lays out the paper himself. Every other weekend, the couple rarely leaves their Moraga home. Andy works
day and night to prepare the week’s issue with Wendy'’s help; Wendy also handles advertising sales and
L.Borrowman, A.Firth

marketing operations for the paper.
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IMASINE, THREE
WHOLE YEARS
WITHOUT A SINGLE

Ask Dr. Harold

Positive Psychology

By Dr. Harold Hoyle, Ph.D.

y column in January on

mindfulness received a
record amount of positive feedback.
Simply put, people enjoyed hearing
about positive psychological prac-
tice. One person I talked to at a
Saint Mary’s game (congrats for
winning the tourney by the way)
asked me if there were more things
she could do to keep herself psy-
chologically healthy.

There is an entire field of
study in psychology now called
positive psychology. In my practice
I often find people dealing with the
question, “What is wrong with
me?” Positive psychology is more
interested in answering the ques-
tion, “What is right with me?”’

So, in real life what does pos-
itive psychology look like?

Positive psychology is the
study of what is going on in our
thoughts, emotions, and behaviors
when we are at our best. What is
happening when we create some-
thing? What is happening when we
find meaning in something? What
aspects of our psychic world are
impacted when we feel connected
to another human being? How can
friendship or a walk on the beach
with our shoes off make us feel bet-
ter?

It is the study of what goes
right in life from the beginning to
the end. Think about how often
have considered what was going on
in your life when you did your very
best work or had your best relation-
ships. Psychologists have tradi-
tionally worked with people and the

disorder in their lives. Psycholo-
gists who work in this do not ignore
or dismiss the low times, but they
do believe that the connected and
creative times in our lives deserve
as much research focus as the low
times.

A psychologist who uses the
techniques of positive psychology
will have you focus on your
strengths. If you have had a yearly
review or been to a team building
training you have been exposed to
the positive psychology principals.
You might be thinking, “Ok Dr.
Harold, you want me to just think
positive thoughts and my life will
get better? Really! Really?”

Yeah I know, so here are three
researched-based techniques for
you to look at for this year:

1)  Review your experience and
locate those times when you were
the most creative, had the most pas-
sion, felt the most intelligent and
identify the values you had that
were associated with those experi-
ences. This is often the first step in
an executive coaching plan at work
or a life plan in your personal life.

2)  Create a plan that seeks to in-
crease the possibility that those
types of experiences will happen
more often. If you loved to sing in
college then take a look into joining
a group or choir or volunteer to
teach choir at an elementary school
that doesn’t have a music program.
An artist I am working with re-
cently told me I should write po-
etry; so [ did. The poetry was
horrible, but it changed the way |

looked at the world a bit. It brought
me a perspective that I hadn’t vis-
ited since my college creative writ-
ing class. And you know what? It
was kinda fun.

3)  Get some support. [ work
with a very successful client who,
at age 15, decided he needed a
Board of Directors for his life. (I
personally was deciding between
Coke and Pepsi at 15.) Having a
mentor is a lost art in our society.
Get a mentor or get together with
friends more often. Human con-
nection is vital and often a place
where we can find meaning or clar-
ity about our lives.

www.drharoldhoyle.com
Harold can be contacted by
phone or email: 510-219-8660,
jhoyle@mac.com

Harold is licensed clinical psychol-
ogist and a lecturer and in the
School of Counseling Psychology,
Education, and Pastoral Ministries
Santa Clara University. With his
wife and two children he is a 14-
year long resident of the Lamor-
inda area. He is a sought after
speaker in the areas of parenting,
education, behavior with adoles-
cents and children. He has a local

small private practice.
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services
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TH=E ORKINOAN
COMMUNITY

CHURCH
10 Irwin Way, Orinda, CA 925.254.4906
www.orindachurch.org

Celebrate Easter with us!

The Orinda Community Church
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
Easter Sunday April 4
Sunrise Service 7 a.m. in the Olive Grove
Easter Celebration 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Easter Egg Hunt: 11:15 a.m.
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YOU
Are invited!
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To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church
in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am

www.refugecommunity.org

925-942-1000

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Sundays at 9 & 10:30am &
Childrens Programming ]
Avallable ot Both Services

[#25) ¥TFé-4800
i Morega Valley La., Maroga

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.
Child care is available all year.

1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

Willow

1675-1689 School Street, Moraga
www.willowspringchurch.org

(925) 376-3550

Sunday Service Times:

Spring
Church

Prayer @ 8am, Traditional @ 9am, Contemporary @ 10:30am,
Services for youth and children after worship during the 10:30am service

""Coming Sunday, March 28th @ 10:30am:

Guest speaker Steve Horner, co-founder of the
Rancho De Sus Ninos orphanage in Mexico!"

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way, Orinda (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F: 11 am- 5 pm

(across from the Orinda Theater)

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda
~y 8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service

lr 9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
925-254-3422 Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722 « www.oslc.net

Sunday Morning Schedule:
Classic Worship, 8:30 am
Education Hour, 9:45 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:45 am

[
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925-377-0977
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@ Not to be missed ¢ Not to be missed @  Not:

Wenda Pyman, photographer, and Terry Hunt, pot-
ter and sculptor, will be featured in a new show at
Moraga Art Gallery, 570 Center St, Rheem Center. The
show begins March 23, with an opening reception from
3:00-5:00 p.m. on March 28. The reception is free and
open to the public. Wenda Pyman is a landscape, travel
and nature photographer; her body of work shows a
heavy emphasis on Mount Diablo and images of other
East Bay environs. Terry is attached to Japanese potter
ideals, especially shino and temoku glazes, but also em-
braces a larger palette that includes ash-glazes and cop-
per-reds.

Acalanes High School student artwork and photog-
raphy is on display at Fastframe of Lafayette during
March. Come and enjoy the artistic expressions of over
50 students from Acalanes High School’s digital pho-
tography and art programs. There will be pastels, wa-
tercolors, photography, oils, pen-and-ink, charcoals, and
a variety of mixed-media. Fastframe is located at 3571
Mt. Diablo Blvd., next to Postino’s, and is open Mon-
day-Saturday from 10:00-6:00. Tel: 925-283-7620.

Though March, see the variety of works of the artists
friends and students of Dorothy Cutright Davis's studio
at the Moraga Library, 1500 St. Marys Rd., Moraga.
Open Tues &Thurs 12-8, Wed 10-6, Fri 1-5, Sat 10-5.
Closed Sun & Mon.

The artists of Lafayette Gallery are pleased to pres-
ent ""Fresh and Beautiful," a show that extols spring
in paintings, collage, prints, ceramics, photography, jew-
elry and much more. After a cold and wet winter,
spring promises warmer and drier days, the bold colors
of the season's first wildflowers, hikes in the verdant
hills, the sweet taste of new strawberries. Lafayette
Gallery is located at 50 Lafayette Circle in Lafayette.
Gallery hours are Tuesday to Saturday 11am - Spm.

MUSIC

WomenSing, a 55-member auditioned chorus is
holding a concert on Sunday, March 28, 4 pm, St.
Mary’s Chapel, 1928 Saint Mary’s Road, Moraga. Be
inspired by music that will illuminate familiar and un-
familiar places and emotions. The program will include
the premiere of Jack Henry’s Sombra del Mar (part of
the Youth Inspiring Youth project), Eric Whitacre’s sen-
sual She Weeps Over Rahoon, lush double choir sonori-
ties, and works by Schubert, Paulus, and Okamura.
Tickets: www.womensing.org or call (925) 974-9169.

On Sunday March 28 hear the Contra Costa Cham-
ber Orchestra’s Music that Stands the Test of Time, pre-
senting major works by beloved composers. Featuring
Mozart’s delightful “Overture from the Magic Flute”,
Bach’s energetic “Brandenburg Concerto No. 37,
Mendelssohn’s stirring “Reformation” Symphony, and
Handel’s barge party favorite, “Water Music”. 7:30 p.m.
Lesher Center for the Arts, Tickets: $15 - $18, at the
door, by phone (925) 943-SHOW, or online at
www.LesherArtsCenter.org.

Gold Coast Chamber Players concert, Bach-Bachi-
anes on Sunday, April 25 at 2pm at The Community
Hall located at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in Lafayette.
General tickets are $30, Seniors $25, Students $10. Sea-
son packages of 3 concerts are available. Order tickets
by phone through the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
(925)284-7404 or online http://gcplayers.tix.com. For
more information call (925) 283-3728 or visit our web-
site at www.gcplayers.org.

Swing to top notch Big Band jazz with the Michael
Vax Big Jazz Orchestra at the Rheem Theatre on Sun-
day April 25, 2-4:30 pm. Sponsored by the Friends of
Big Band Jazz and the Moraga Chamber of Commerce.
Tickets for the event will be available at the Rheem The-
atre Box office or on line at www.bigbandjazz.net. Adult
tickets : $15, Students with ID: $10.

THEATRE

Saint Mary's College will commemorate the 30th
anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar
Romero of El Salvador with two film screenings at
Saint Mary's Chapel:

Monday, March 22, 2010, 7-9 p.m. Innocent Voices
(2004). A young boy, in an effort to have a normal
childhood in 1980’s El Salvador, is caught up in a dra-
matic fight for his life as he desperately tries to avoid

the war which is raging all around him.

Tuesday, March 23,2010, 7-8:30 p.m. ROMERO Film
Screening & Panel Discussion. Excerpts from the 1989
film ROMERO followed by a panel of individuals shar-
ing their lived experience of the Salvadoran civil war
and reflecting on Archbishop Oscar Romero. Panelists
include students, staff, professors, and other members
of the community.

Town Hall Theatre is presenting Oscar Wilde’s Vic-
torian satire "The Importance of Being Earnest"
through March 27. For tickets, contact the Town Hall
Theatre Box Office at (925) 283-1557, or purchase on-
line at www.TownHallTheatre.com.

Town Hall Welcomes the East Bay Children's The-
atre's Presentation of Pinocchio - April 11 at lpm &
3pm. The beloved tale of the little wooden puppet who
becomes a real, live boy is magically brought to life on-
stage in a world-premiere musical theatre event. Award-
winning playwright and composer Ron Lytle's version
of the timeless classic features an all-new score of tune-
ful songs, delivered by a cast of unforgettably funny
characters. Info and tickets: www.townhalltheatre.com.

"Sera" a world premiere play by SMC alum Angela
Santillo, directed by Rebecca Engle. April 22 and 23 at
8 pm; April 24 at 2 pm and 8 pm; and April 25 at 2 pm.
LeFevre Theatre, Saint Mary's College, 1928 St. Mary's
Rd., Moraga. For ticketing information, call Sharon
Cahill, (925) 631-4670, or email scahill@stmarys-
ca.edu.

LECTURES & LITERATURE

Weekly Wednesday evening program features
prominent speakers on environmental stewardship
and sustainability issues. Program begins at 6:00 p.m.
with dinner followed by the speaker’s presentation from
6:45—7:45. Admission is free, but donations for dinner
are welcome. Please RSVP (925) 254-3770. Location:
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66 St. Stephen’s Drive,
Orinda Dates/speakers: March 24, Debbie Mytels, who
has been called an “environmental entrepreneur” for her
skills in working with start-up projects and involving
community volunteers.

St. Mary's College's Kalmanovitz School of Educa-
tion will have keynote speaker Rick Morris, author, ed-
ucator and specialist in the field of student management,
motivation and involvement, at its Distinguished
Speaker Event on Saturday, March 27, from 8:30am-
1:00pm. Register online at www.stmarys-ca.edu/satur-
dayseminars or contact Lydia Wiley at
Iwiley@stmarys-ca.edu for more information.

Book Sale: Friends of the Orinda Library sale is
Thurs April 1, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. The book sale offers gen-
tly used books and many just-like-new ones for book
lovers of all ages and interests. Money is used to fund
new books, computers, speakers and other materials of
interest to library users. Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way,
Orinda.Tel: (925) 254-1358.

First Friday Forum : Professor Maximillian
Auffhammer will speak on The Economics of Climate
Change April 9 at 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary of the
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette. An assistant professor of Agricultural Re-
source Economics and International and Area Studies,
Auffthammer will discuss how they can predict and
comprehend the impacts of climate change. Refresh-
ments will be served at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Come with your questions. This is a free event. Please
note the change to the second Friday in April. For fur-
ther information call (925) 283-8722 or click on
lopc.org.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Need Money for College? Contra Costa Association
of Realtors Scholarship Foundation is offering schol-
arships to residents of Central Contra Costa County that
have completed one year of full-time college, completed
courses with emphasis on real estate, finance and/or
business and have a GPA of 3.0 or higher. If you qual-
ify, scholarship awards can range from $1,500 to
$2,500. Further information and applications may be
found on line at www.ccarscholarship.com. Deadline is
April 30th.

Panel discussion: Helping Teens Learn in an Era of
Digital Overload. The discussion will provide tools for
parents to help them nego-
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Alice in Wonderland

Coming Soon
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid - Mar 19
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She’s Out of my League

Bounty Hunter - Mar 19

Marimer
Some Like it Hot - Mar 28

tiate and set parameters for
teens’ use of technology.
Tips and strategies for par-
ents to help teens manage
school and media. Orinda
Academy, 19 Altarinda
Road, Orinda, on Saturday,
March 20, 10 am — Noon.
Fee:$10. To register go to:
www.sos4students.com.
Seating is limited.
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Moraga's annual Spring Egg Hunt will be held, rain
or shine, on Saturday, March 27 at the Moraga Com-
mons Park located at the corner of Moraga Road and
St. Mary's Road. The event is co-sponsored by the Mor-
aga Junior Women's Club and the Moraga Parks and
Recreation Department. Games will be open from 9:00
a.m. until 12:00 p.m. Two egg hunts are scheduled: one
beginning at 10:00 a.m. and the other at 11:00 a.m. Egg
hunt tickets ($5) and wristbands ($5) are only available
for purchase in advance online at www.moragaju-
niors.org or at the Moraga Parks and Rec located at
2100 Donald Drive in Moraga. Phone: (925) 888-7045.
Adult admission is free. Tickets for the egg hunt must be
purchased in advance. Only game tickets can be pur-
chased at the event.

The Lafayette Rotary Club is pleased to announce
the date for the “Annual Egg Hunt.” Open to all chil-
dren ages 2-through 3rd grade. The event takes place at
Plaza Park (corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd. and Moraga Rd)
in Lafayette, at 10:00am, Saturday, April 3, 2010. The
park lawn will be covered with candy for the kids to put
in their baskets. The youngest are always given extra
time to get their share. The Bunny will be there to take
pictures with the kids. Please arrive on time. We start
promptly at 10:00am.

Sunday March 28 1:00- 2:30 p.m. California Shake-
speare Theater - a consortium partner presents: "Kids
Interactive Shakespeare...Hero or villain? Listen to and
then act our stories from many of the Bard's famous
plays at the LLLC Community Hall - Grades 3 - 7 free.
Contact consortium@lafayettelib.com.

Chinese - Mandarin for children is now available
through Orinda Recreation Dept. Storytelling method
will be used in teaching. Students will be able to mas-
ter Chinese Pinyin (pronunciation system), fundamen-
tal vocabulary and structure, simple and practical daily
conversations, storytelling, and simple character writ-
ing. Students interested in taking SAT II or AP test in
the future can start from these foundational courses.
Classes start April 15th. Contact: Orinda Parks & Recre-
ation (925) 254-2445.

Wednesday April 7 10:00 - 11:30 Oakland Zoo pres-
ents "ZooMobile" Learn about habits, habitats and sur-
vival challenges of rescued and exotic animals from the
Oakland Zoo @ the Arts and Discovery Center at the
LLLC - for families free. The Lafayette Library &
Learning Center is at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd in
Lafayette. Contact consortium@]lafayettelib.com.

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District is hosting our An-
nual Spring Open House on Saturday, April 10th, from
10am-2pm, at Station 45 — 33 Orinda Way, Orinda.
Bring the kids to meet our local firefighters and see all
the firefighting equipment. Kids and adults can learn
about how to be safe around water, bicycle safety, and
how to do a home safety hazard hunt. Adults can learn
how to use a fire extinguisher using our live simulator.
Families can also learn about how to keep their homes
safer from wildfires. Smokey the Bear has been sighted
in the area and will be there to greet and pose for pho-
tos. There will be a bounce house, free popcorn and raf-
fle prizes for the kids.

AAUW OML invites you to meet our newest Tech
Trek and Scholarship recipients from the Lamorinda
middle schools, Acalanes District high schools and St.
Mary’s College community. “What do Scientists do?
Students’ Evolving Conceptions” will be the keynote
talk by Susan Marston, PhE for the Scholarship and
Tech Trek Awards program on Tuesday evening April
20, 7:00pm at the Holy Trinity Serbian Cultural Center,
Moraga.

OTHER

Dinner to honor “Team Library” as Lafayette’s
2010 Citizens of the Year is scheduled for Friday night,
March 19th at the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa. Tick-
ets are available at www.lafayettechamber.org .

Pub Trivia will be held again on Wednesday, March
31st. Trivia begins promptly at 6:30 p.m. and lasts ap-
proximately two-hours. The event will be held at
Petar’s, located at 32 Lafayette Circle in Lafayette. Get
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IOWN TIGKETS: 925-283-1957

BLL wWwWwW TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM
IJ\I—';\YIZTTZ BOX OFFICE OPEN: MON--FRIL., 4APM-6PM



LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 www.lamorindaweekly.com 925-377-0977

0 be missed @ Epicurean Exchange

your friends, family, or co-workers together and form a
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By Susie Iventosch

team of two to five players. It's free to participate! Must
be 21 years or older. Prizes awarded to winning teams.
Pub food and drinks are available. Email questions to
pubtrivia@live.com for additional information.

Orinda in Action. Clean up our City on Saturday,
April 17 from 9am-1pm. Volunteer Check in: 8:30 —
9:00 am at Orinda Library Plaza. Volunteer to Help
and/or suggest a project. Contact:
OrindalnAction@gmail.com. Co-Sponsored by City of
Orinda and Orinda Association.

The 3rd Annual Fore Our Schools Golf Tournament
is held at the Moraga Country Club on Monday, May 3,
2010. The four-person scramble format will begin at
11AM with a shotgun start. Check-in begins at 9am and
the day concludes with a buffet reception at the pool.
Prizes will be awarded to the top Net and Gross teams,
including other distinctions such as closest to the pin,
longest drive, and more. On-Line registration is now
open: www.foreourschools.org. Golf Tournament ben-
efits the schools of Camino Pablo, Los Perales, and
Rheem Elementary Schools.

The Northern California chapter of the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society will hold its annual Walk
MS at Walnut Creek Heather Farm Park on Sunday,
April 18. Registration is now open at walk.msconnec-
tion.org. Over 600 walkers are anticipated this year at
Heather Farm Park. This year’s festivities include live
music, entertainment and family fun at Heather Farm
Park. Dogs are welcome and the walk will even have a
doggy rest-stop. Walk MS also needs volunteers and
groups are welcome. For more information about Walk
MS, to register or volunteer, visit
walk.msconnection.org or call 1-800-344-4867 or email
walk@msconnection.org.

Come to Acalanes high school electronic e-waste
drive. This March 27th and 28th from 9:00am-3:00 pm
at Acalanes High School’s front parking lot 1200, Pleas-
ant Hill Road, Lafayette. Drop off your old monitors,
computers and electronics, and get your tax write off.
For more information go to unwaste.com or call (888)
832-9839.

Blood Drive: Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church,
working with the American Red Cross, is sponsoring a
blood drive to help save lives in our local communities.
Saturday, March 27, from 9 am. to 3 p.m., at MVPC, 10
Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga. It's a chance to be a hero,
and to give someone another birthday. Sign up online at
helpsavealife.org (Sponsor Code: Moraga925) or call
Les Deane at 283-5648. Drop by and share a pint!

Lafayette Service League presents the Annual
Tossed Treasures Sale at the Community Center on
Sat., April 24 (9 to 3) and Sun., April 25 (11 to 2). Pro-
ceeds benefit the Food Bank of Contra Costa and
Solano Counties and the Lafayette Community Center.
The group is seeking donations, such as jewelry, glass-
ware, special knick-knacks, collectibles, silver, china,
crystal, kitchenware, linens and tableware, fabrics, small
furniture, art work and decorative pieces, CD's and
DVD's, books, baskets, childrens' items, tools and gar-
den items. If you have donations or questions, please
call Diane at 283-8790 or Jackie at 284-4131.

“Health Care Reform: What’s Next in California,”
is the title of a public forum on Health Care Reform,
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Diablo
Valley, to be held on Thursday, March 18, from 7:00 —
8:30 p.m. in the Lafayette Public Library, 3491 Mt. Di-
ablo Boulevard, Lafayette. Everyone is invited. No
charge for admission.

Lafayette Homeowners Council is sponsoring its an-
nual meeting on March 25th at the Lafayette Commu-
nity Center, 500 St. Marys Road, in Lafayette beginning
at 7:30 p.m. in the Sequoia Room. All Lafayette resi-
dents are invited to attend. Mayor Brandt Andersson
will speak on the “State of the City,” after which the au-
dience will be invited to participate in a question and
answer period on any City or homeowner issue of in-
terest. This is your best opportunity to speak to your
elected City officials. Come join us March 25.

CLUBS

The Suburban Woman's Club of Lafayette meets on
the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Lafayette Com-
munity Center in the Elderberry Room at 11:30am. We
invite all women over the age of 55 to join us. Lunch is
provided by the members and an interesting speaker is
scheduled. For more information on the club and our
activities contact Jean Cappa at Jeanc43821(@aol.com.

Montelindo Garden Club general meeting and
speakers, third Friday of the month, September through
May. Meeting place for this meeting only is at Heather
Farm Gardens, 15 Marchbanks, Dr., Walnut Creek.
www.gardenshf.org. Refreshments and plant sale at 9
a.m., meeting at 9:30, docent tour of the gardens at
10:30. The meeting is free and welcomes guests and
new members. Web Site: www.montelindogarden.com.
email contact: montelindogarden@aol.com.

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda Branch 171 meets
first Wednesday monthly at Holy Trinity Culture Center
1700 School St. Moraga. Social hour 11 am, lunch 12
pm. The after lunch speaker will be Steve Butler, Presi-
dent of Pension Dynamics Corp. in Pleasant Hill. Butler
is a weekly financial columnist for the Contra Costa
Times and has authored two books and had articles pub-
lished in several financial magazines. Butler will share
his advice on Staying Sane in this Insane World and put-
ting this unruly economy in perspective. For details and
membership information, call Tom Lenz at 376-7724.

Thomas Lifson, publisher and editor of American
Thinker magazine is the featured speaker at the Thurs-
day, March18th luncheon meeting of the Lamorinda
Republican Women’s club. Lifson’s topic is “The New
Media and Today’s Political Landscape.” This program
is open to the public with advance reservations avail-
able through Monday, March 15th by calling (925) 682-
3727; program details are available at the club’s website
at: lamorindarepublicanwomen.org.

Chef Charlie Vollmar in action in the kitchen

hat we eat matters, and

this is clearly the motto
of Chef Charlie Vollmar of
Orinda. As the founder of Epi-
curean Exchange, an organiza-
tion that focuses on topics related
to cooking— nutrition, food ap-
preciation, “kitchen fitness” ,
wellness and healthy food habits,
Vollmar’s goal is to encourage
positive lifestyle choices. His
medium is food and his methods
are proper selection, preparation
and enjoyment for everyone
from seniors to children and all
ages in between. He offers pri-
vate and group cooking classes,
dynamic cooking and team

Photo Susie Iventosch

building events for companies,
corporate wellness workshops
and home kitchen overhauls —
personal training for those who
need a little help getting their eat-
ing habits in order.

Trained at the Culinary
Academy in San Francisco, Voll-
mar emphasizes wellness and
prevention through cooking, nu-
trition, fitness and food explo-
ration. He was instrumental in
effecting positive change in the
school nutrition program at
Orinda’s Wagner Ranch Ele-
mentary School and has helped
many families turn the corner
from shoveling in fast food, to

Asparagus-Pistachio Nut Pesto

Charles Vollmar

Pesto is traditionally an uncooked
sauce made with fresh basil, garlic,

pine nuts, Parmesan cheese and
olive oil. It is not uncommon
today to find pesto made from

a myriad of ingredients from
cilantro, arugula or mint to
other green vegetables, such

as this variation using fresh
spring asparagus. This mixture is

great tossed with cold pasta, as a
crostini topping or as a condiment to
grilled fish and spring vegetables. Use
care to not over-process this mixture. It
should remain crumbly or coarsely chopped.

Ingredients

1 pound asparagus, trimmed and cut diagonally

into 1" pieces

1/4 cup toasted pistachio nuts, coarsely chopped G‘V"o
8 medium fresh basil leaves, coarsely chopped
1/4 cup Pecorino Romano cheese, crumbled into pea-sized

pieces
Zest of one lemon

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive

Kosher salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste

Directions

«To blanch the asparagus, bring a small pot of water to a boil. Once the water is boiling, add the
asparagus pieces all at once and blanch until bright green and tender-crisp, approximately 1
minute. Remove asparagus with a mesh strainer and place the pieces in the bowl of cold water.
Rinse the asparagus pieces a couple of times with cold water to thoroughly cool. Once cool,

drain well and dry on paper towels. Set aside.

+To a food processor, add the pistachio nuts, asparagus pieces, basil and cheese. Pulse the

processor several times until the mixture is coarsely chopped.

« Remove mixture from the processor to a bowl. Add the extra-virgin olive oil and fold to com-
bine. Using a microplane zester, zest the lemon directly into the bowl and fold in until just com-

bined. Season with kosher salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste.

« Pesto can be stored in refrigerator for up to 10 days or frozen for future use.

Makes about 3 cups.

© 2002, Epicurean Exchange. All rights reserved

Spring Asparagus Soup with Curry and Coconut

Charles Vollmar

This is an opportunity to enjoy the first of the young California spring asparagus. Choose
medium-sized asparagus (not pencil or large) and look for tips that are tight and free from flow-
ering. Coconut milk and oils, are considered healthy fats and in moderation, are recommended.
The Thai coconut milk brands | recommended are Chao Koh or Mae Ploy. Also, this soup is a fa-
vorite of kids, but remember to watch the curry spice. | suggest a mild brand or curry seasoning

that has flavor, but less heat.
Ingredients

2 tablespoons unsalted butter

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
1 medium leek, cleaned and finely minced
1/2 teaspoon curry powder (or more to taste)

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

Zest and juice of one lemon, divided
2 cups peeled and diced red potatoes

3 cups chicken stock
1 cup coconut milk

1 pound (1 bunch) asparagus, trimmed and cut diagonally into 2-inch pieces

Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper

1/4 cup créme fraiche

1/4 cup scallion greens, minced

Directions

+ Melt the butter and olive oil in a large saucepan over medium heat. Add the diced leek and
sauté until soft. Add the curry powder, ginger, lemon zest and potatoes and simmer, stirring oc-

casionally for 5 minutes.

« Add the chicken broth, coconut milk and asparagus pieces. Stir to combine. Bring to a simmer
over medium heat, cover, and continue to cook until the potatoes are tender, about 15 minutes.
« Purée the soup with an immersion blender, or in batches in a bar blender, until smooth. Season

with kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper.

« Combine the creme fraiche with the lemon juice. Serve soup garnished with a swirl of lemon

créme fraiche and a sprinkle of the scallion greens.

Serves 4

© 2009, Epicurean Exchange. All rights reserved

creating healthy and fun family
dinners using colorful, seasonal
foods, rich in nutrients, vitamins
and flavors.

“Many people know what
they should be eating, but they
don’t know how to go about ex-
ecuting it,” Vollmar says. “They
may have a basic understanding
that they should eat wholesome
foods, but don’t know exactly
what those foods are or what
foods and/or food combinations
are properly metabolized by the
human body. Awareness is half
the battle, and also why it is so
important to develop good eating
habits early in life.”

Epicurean Exchange
“kitchen fitness” programs are
designed to help families do ex-
actly that. Every program is cus-
tomized for the specific client
and includes recipe development,
a kitchen overhaul (i.e. getting rid
of junk to make way for healthy
ingredients), and personal gro-
cery shopping to learn how to
buy the right foods.

“It’s all about the food ele-
ments we use to recreate the
same ideas as popular packaged
foods,” Vollmar noted. “My
mantra—to shop the perimeter of
the store where all of the real
food is presented. Processed
foods are found in the center
aisles and in the freezer section.”

One suggestion he offers is

to replace that processed frozen
burrito with a whole grain tor-
tilla, goat cheese and a good
quality salsa. Voila! Simple,
whole food and far healthier.

Vollmar prefers foods that
reduce Omega 6, which can
cause metabolic disorders, and
encourages foods with high lev-
els of Omega 3s, those essential
fatty acids that have been known
to lower triglycerides and reduce
the risk of coronary disease. He’s
a big fan of certain elements in
organic fruits and veggies and
also of hormone-free dairy.

According to Vollmar, the
best cheeses are the California ar-
tisanal cheeses. Goat or sheep
cheeses are the healthiest, but for
those who don’t like their tangy
flavors, there are also excellent
blends of cow and sheep or
goat’s milk cheeses that mellow
the sharpness.

For several years, Vollmar
worked at a metabolic wellness
clinic in Los Gatos where he
learned a great deal about proper
eating habits from one of the
physicians there. Vollmar’s job
was to develop recipes to sustain
a healthier lifestyle for people
who were dealing with chronic
disease.

His approach is less about
caloric intake and more about
metabolic conditioning and a ra-
tional approach to eating. He em-

phasizes whole grains and less
processed foods, and a lower in-
take of highly refined sugars,
which turn into fat calories. Syn-
thetic elements of processed
foods that are not metabolized
properly end up being what our
bodies carry in the form of fat
and plaque in the arteries.e
“Cooking for me is not just
a pleasure, but has also become
my life's work, and [ have always
strived to find purpose in it,”
Vollmar said. “My goal is to help
the mainstream eat better and
healthier. There is a cultural and
historical element that I also
enjoy. Each of us carries a food
history, often based upon our her-
itage and upbringing, which is
why it is sometimes difficult to
effect change when it comes to
choices in foods. I love teaching
people how to enjoy the whole
process of healthy cooking, from
planning and shopping to food
preparation and dining.”

Charles Vollmar

Chef Instructor / Wellness and
Lifestyle Consultant

Epicurean Exchange - Wellness
and Lifestyle Education

2 Vallecito Lane, Orinda, 94563
Phone: 925.368.4181

Email:
charlie@epicureanexchange.com
For more information on Orinda
classes and family of corporate
programs please visit:
www.epicureanexchange.com

Go to: www.lamorindaweekly.com

Susie can be reached at
suziven(@gmail.com

Many of our readers like Susie's recipes. Our
website now features a link to our recipe page

where you can read, print or download all of the
recipes we have published. If you would like to

her by email or call our office at 925-377-0977

This recipes is available on our web site.

share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact

Terzetto presents:

Art & Wine

Beryl Glen-Reiland,

Painter
from the Moraga Art Gallery
Saturday

W March 27t
5:30

to
8:30 pm

TERZETTO
CUCS(NE

Clafe

1419 Moraga Way, Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-3832 - www.terzettocuisine.com
Mon: 7am - 2pm; Tues-Sun: 7am - 8:30pm

(near the Lafayett

Lic. Castro Ascarrunz, owner,

In the Bay Area Since 1963
Healthy delicious food
Healthy affordable prices

Piano and love
3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette

Reservations recommended

(925) 284-1330

e theatre)

chef, waiter, entertainer

356 Park Street, Moraga

(next to Rheem Theatre)

376-2872

Tuesday-Sunday Lunch & Dinner
www_kirinsushi.us
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e Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

All published letters will include the writer's name and town (please give us your phone number for
verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less.

email:

Editor:

I have noticed your article about a
group of people trying to ban leaf
blowers. I suggest they do not use
leaf blowers if they do not like them,
but do not presume to dictate to oth-
ers we cannot use them.

Leaf blowers, chain saws, wood
chippers, and weed eaters are neces-
sary in Orinda. Most of Orinda is a
forest, which drops leaves on all flat
surfaces. Trees need to be pruned,
and grass needs to be cut. It is not
practical to do this by hand. This

letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:

fascist attempt to ban leaf blowers,
if successful will lead to attempts to
ban other necessary power tools. It
would immediately lead to great
hardship and extra expense to hun-
dreds of people in Orinda.

Furthermore, the proposition that
leaf blowers is a health hazard is
nonsense! Leaf blowers are only
used when there is no wind. They
do not work in the wind. However
much particulate matter is put into
air by leaf blowers, is completely in-
significant compared to wind blow-
ing dust and pollen. This is

-\

March 23+
(all for details 925-689-9600

| Uocoming
Nl Workshop

AB( Of LTC' (Long Term Care Insurance)

WADDELL

laweniing ., Wiih & gian

DeaNA Vick DAVIDSON

Financial Advisor

1390 Willow Pass Rd., Ste 470
Concord, CA 94520
925-689-9600

CA License No. OE48267
dvick@wradyvisors.com

www.deanavickdavidson.wrfa.com

especially true in Orinda where we
have a lot of wind and trees. In still
air, leaf blowers only move the par-
ticulate matter a few feet before it
settles to the ground again.

Banning leaf blowers is wrong!
These people should try persuading
their neighbors to do their leaf blow-
ing at one particular space of time.
This impulse to ban those activities
of other people that can be annoy-
ing, but are harmless, leads to

tyranny.

Henry R. Pinney
Orinda

Editor:

I am opposed to the use of power
leaf-blowers of any kind for all the
well-known reasons. As I do not
own a large Orinda estate with a
6000 square foot deck such as a pre-
vious writer mentioned, I do not
have the "inconvenience" of having
to sweep such a large area (or have it
swept for me). On our little cul-de-

WWW.LAMORINDASERVICEDIRECTORY.COM

FOR YOU

£X \

Salsa dance classes
with Tomaj
Ormda San Ramon
& Walnut Creek
NO PARTNER
REQUIRED!
On-going classes
open to all ages.

415-505-3536

FREE class coupon at:

www.SalsawithTomaj.com

FOR YOUR PETS
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| Talk Dog

Helping you to train your puppy or dog.
No time to train?
Don't feel guilty.

Let me do it for you.
Please visit
www.italkdog.com

LOVABLE PET-SITTING
Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish l:},

[
4 Play-Time - Walks - Feeding
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

“restrictions apply

15 Years Experience
Lamorinda|

e

# Mid-Day Dog Walks

(925) 212-7422

ALL FURLOVE PET CARE

Don't forget spring break travell
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bonded & insured
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Full color:
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One color:
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FOR YOUR HOME AND GARDEN

HANDYMAMN
SERVICE
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Woodworking, Electical, Audio,
Leak repair, Drywall, Painting and
more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.
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Spring Clean-up
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Sprinkler System Repair
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License #: 018287

Make Your Deck Look New

* Deck Refinishing & Repairs
e Deck Construction (wood & composite)

REDWOOD RESTORATION PROFESSIONALS
Serving Lamorinda since 1997

free deckinspections
925'686'6802 www.decksbyfineline.com

finelinerenovation@sbcglobal.net
Lic. #616550 Bonded & Insured

J. Limon Gardening
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Tree Service
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Design
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Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

sac just off Moraga Way, for exam-
ple, there is an outside gardener who
arrives early in a pick-up truck and
tends a few of the yards by firing up
his gasoline blower at 7:30 a.m. al-
most every day. This is annoying,
noisy, unhealthy, and irritating of my
and my wife's allergies but he does-
n't seem to care despite requests to
cease. In a small and more confined
area such as ours, it's much worse
than on the larger estates in Orinda
Village. Those who want to bike or
jog or walk their dog have to put up
with this almost every day. I say, no
more!

John Windle
Orinda

To the Editor:

Girl Scout troops in Moraga and
Orinda took possession of almost
3800 cases of cookies on Sunday,
February 21st. That’s over 45,000
boxes of cookies! Many helped to
make this “Distribution Day” run
smoothly.

‘We want to publicly thank the crew
at the Moraga Fire Station 42 at 555
Moraga Road, who has been kind
enough to let us use the station
house as the distribution point of our
Girl Scout cookies for a number of
years. Due to the size of the garage,
we are able to have the cookies de-
livered, divided into orders, and
loaded into cars inside, keeping the
cookies and volunteers dry in the
rainy weather.

A huge thank you to the Sunday
morning crews of Moraga Stations
42 and 41 for helping early in the
day. The cases of cookies were de-
livered in 8-10 foot stacks, which
made it quite difficult to get to the
top cases. The delivery arrived
about an hour later than last year,
creating a time crunch for the vol-
unteers to get orders assembled. As
the firefighters from Station 42
began dismantling the stacks, Act-
ing Captain Anthony Perry called
for additional help from Moraga
Station 41 across town. Within an
hour, firefighters from both stations
had the stacks reduced into piles that
were reachable by our volunteers.
Meanwhile, our volunteers were
able to start organizing orders for
pick ups, keeping us on schedule.
We’d also like to thank the Lafayette
locations of Peets Coffee and
Noah’s Bagels for their donations of
coffee and bagels, respectively. The
annual cookie sale is the biggest
fundraiser for the Girl Scout organ-
ization and we appreciate all the
support we get from the Lamorinda
Community.

Cookie sales continue until March
21. For a booth near you, visit the
convenient online Cookie Locator at
ilovecookies.org.

Sincerely,

Jeanette Fritzky and MaryEllen
Gustafson

(Co-Managers  Cookie
Orinda/Moraga Service Unit)
Moraga

Sales

Dear Editor -

Now that the Town of Moraga Town
Council has come up with their list
of priorities, I would like to share
with your readers my list of priori-
ties for the Town of Moraga. So here
goes -

1. Focus on safety, roads, and infra-
structure ONLY for the near term future
2. Reduce staff overhead (salaries,
benefits) by at least 20% either by
attrition or by layoffs or both

3. Eliminate all trips effective im-
mediately by council members or
town staff unless funds by personal
and non-reimbursed funds

4. Eliminate all current and pro-
posed real estate purchases author-
ized by the Moraga Town Council
5. Declare a moratorium on any pro-
posed modifications to the Moraga
General Plan

6. Sell the Moraga Country Club

golf course to the Moraga Country
Club and use the proceeds for infra-
structure maintenance

7. Plan and budget on state revenue
for the next fiscal year (2010-2011)
to fall another 20%

8. Re-vamp the membership and
goals and re-name the Revenue En-
hancement Committee to the Citi-
zens Budget Advisory Committee
and focus on both revenue and Ex-
penditures

9. Approve the Hetfield and Rancho
Laguna projects to improve town
revenues

10. Make a concerted and meaning-
ful effort to improve communica-
tions and relations with the Moraga
School District Governing Board
11. Set a 10:00 PM. deadline for all
future Moraga Town Council meet-
ings

12. Accept the will and vote of the
people with respect to development
issues such as Measure K and cease
the efforts to enhance municipal or-
dinances without the approval of the
general public.

I'hope others submit their list of pri-
orities to the Moraga Town Council
for discussion and debate. Always
keep in mind....the Moraga Town
Council works for us and not us for
them.

Dennis Wanken
Moraga

Measure A

(Editor s note: We are providing
extra space in this issue so that we
can publish as many letters as pos-
sible; although we have received
and published, in prior issues, let-
ters from residents opposed to
Measure A, none were sent to us in
the last two weeks.)

Editor:

As a fiscally conservative voter, I
often shake my head as the state leg-
islature dreams up new ways to
spend our tax dollars. As the state
careens towards insolvency, many
voters now watch as vital programs
such as education face serious cuts.
Generally, I am not in favor of tax
increases, especially in light of our
current economic situation and since
tax dollars seem to dissolve instantly
upon contact with our legislature.
But I also have two school age chil-
dren, including one who will be en-
tering high school next year and I
support Measure A.

Some letter writers have suggested
that the Acalanes Union High
School District could easily reduce
expenses, without suggesting spe-
cific areas where the “fat” is. A
closer look at the budget for the
AUHSD would reveal that the dis-
trict is, in fact, very well run.

So while I don’t support increases in
the state income or sales tax, I do
favor a tax such as Measure A that
bypasses the sticky fingers of the
state legislature and goes directly to
our schools. Every homeowner in
the area will benefit from this mod-
est investment of $112 per year in
our schools.

Sincerely,
Julie E. Carlson
Moraga

To the editor:

[ urge your readers to take the time
to get the facts on the fiscal pressures
facing the Acalanes High School
District and to learn how we can
help save our excellent local high
schools. Campolindo, Acalanes, Mi-
ramonte, and Los Lomas are rou-
tinely among the top performing
schools in the state. Yet, today, our
schools are being forced to cut
classes and teachers in order to make
up over $8 million in state funding
shortfalls.

News of the impending cuts has hit
our family particularly hard since it
means that our son, who is now a
freshman at Campolindo, and our
6th grade daughter at Joaquin Mor-
aga will not have access to many of
the classes they will need in order to
compete with their counterparts
from other states and other coun-
tries. It’s unconscionable that Cali-
fornia, the eighth largest economy in
the world, cannot adequately fund
education.

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more
than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your
letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com

and let us know you'd like to be considered for the Public Forum.

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Measure A may not solve all of the
financial challenges facing our
schools, but it will help preserve
core classes and give our kids a
fighting chance for their future.

David and Sabine Hathaway
Moraga

Editor:

Miramonte High School offers a
unique educational experience.
While it has the freedom of a public
school, it also offers a superb aca-
demic curriculum. Currently, I am a
sophomore at Princeton University.
Without the outstanding teachers I've
had the privilege to learn from and
the wide selection of classes, I would
not be attending this prestigious
school, nor would I have discovered
my passion for engineering. I
strongly encourage you and all read-
ers to pass the parcel tax, as this will
allow Miramonte to continue to up-
hold its outstanding academic stan-
dard. The students of the Lamorinda
area deserve the chance to pursue the
courses they’re interested in. Please
don’t take that opportunity away
from them: support the parcel tax.

Alexa Krakaris
Orinda

Editor:

When my eldest daughter graduated
from Campolindo in 2001, our local
high schools were a source of com-
munity pride for the strength and
breadth of their academic programs.
Today, I fear that my twins, who are
in the Class of 2014, will not have
access to the same academic oppor-
tunities that their older sister en-
joyed.

Absent local action, the Acalanes
High School District will have to
lay-off over 50 teachers. Cuts of this
magnitude will severely hamper our
schools’ ability to meet the needs of
our students. A loss of 50 teachers
means cuts in core programs such as
science, English, and social studies
as well as art and foreign language
classes. Such cuts will gut the very
programs that we have worked so
hard to maintain.

Thankfully, we have an opportunity
to blunt the effect of the state’s fund-
ing cuts by raising funds locally to
keep teachers in the classrooms and
help our students acquire the knowl-
edge they need to be the leaders of
tomorrow.

Measure A, a five-year emergency
tax, will provide these funds. Please
join me in voting yes for our
schools, yes for our teachers, and
yes for our students, by voting Yes
on Measure A.

Jeanette Fritzky
Moraga

Editor:

As the mother of two children now
in fifth and seventh grades, it’s dis-
heartening to see what the state’s fis-
cal crisis is doing to our schools.
California schools have been falling
further and further behind the na-
tional average, but I have always
taken pride in the fact that Orinda’s
schools have maintained a standard
of excellence. Just this December,
Miramonte was identified as one of
America’s best high schools by U.S.
News & World Reports. How trou-
bling it is now to learn of impending
teacher lay-offs and cuts to classes
that will severely impact the educa-
tional opportunities available to our
youth.

We can blame the state’s fiscal woes
on the economic downturn, our leg-
islators, or the voters who sent them
to Sacramento. But, we cannot blame
our youth. Unfortunately, unless we
can pull together to save our schools,
it is our youth who will suffer.

This fiscal crisis undoubtedly will
pass, but I fear not before my chil-
dren and their classmates move on
to high school. Please help preserve
the quality education our commu-
nity is known for by voting Yes on
Measure A. It is a temporary meas-
ure that gives our high school a
much-needed fiscal lifeline.

Susan Rockwood
Orinda
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Food, education, clothing, shelter.
When was it that education got
dropped as one of our basic ne-
cessities?

My husband and I moved seven
years ago seeking the education
for our two daughters that so
many in our state can only dream
to experience. Through those
years we've come to realize the
trophy we landed ourselves and to
witness the sacrifices the families
in this community have made for
the sake of learning and village
comaraderie. The dedication of
the countless fathers, mothers,
teachers and administrators is a
poigniant testament to how
deeply ingrained education is to
this area.

[ am writing this from the heart of
a community and asking for your
help. A parcel tax of $112/parcel
or .31/day will help maintain pro-
grams that currenty give our stu-
dents the competitive edge when
appyling to colleges. It will allow
teachers to maintain manageable
class sizes, allow students to re-
ceive the attention they deserve
and let current school hours to re-
main undisturbed. It will prevent
our award winning music pro-
grams from being cut and enable
us to maintain strong sports ven-
ues. It will allow us to keep and
continue to achieve National Blue
Ribbon Awards and in turn allow
this to all reflect in our high prop-
erty values.

In a state where budget deficits
and layoffs will surely impact
everyone, we have the power to
overcome the statistics and re-
main no.1.

Please vote yes on Measure A.

Editor:

Tina Tankka
Lafayette

Dear Editor:

I remember when California was
rated in the top 3 for education
amongst the states. Now it is
rated in the bottom 3. Those high
rated times were before Proposi-
tion 13. On top of that, California
is only one of 4 states that requires
a 2/3 vote to raise taxes. Neither
of these is good for democracy.
Justice Holmes remarked that
taxes are the price that we pay for
civilization.

The Measure A Tax is $112/year
or less than 3 lattes per month.
Those in dire straits might well
vote against this tax, but most
Lamorinda citizens can afford
this. The measure has an exemp-
tion clause for those over 65,
which I think for me,is a mistake.
My property taxes are over
$10,000 /year less than my neigh-
bor's taxes, because I am covered
by Proposition 13. Other long
term residents should consider
this windfall before deciding
against a $112/year tax increase.
I will vote for the tax and I will
pay the tax.

My house's value has increased
20X in 40 years. House values
have decreased for some, but
many of us, like myself, have had
high appreciation in the value of
our homes. Good schools and
teachers are responsible for a
good part of this appreciation.
Please vote for this tax.

Sincerely,

Hubert Russell
Orinda

Editor:

California underfunds its schools
— we rank 46th in the nation on
spending per pupil. Acalanes
Union School District’s response
for many years has been to invest
locally controlled funds from a
school parcel tax. These funds
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continued

allow Acalanes, the top ranked
high school district in California,
to remain competitive in spite of
consecutive years of state budget
reductions.

Our children graduated from Mi-
ramonte and have gone on to top
notch University of California
programs. We are happy to pay
an additional $112 annually to en-
sure that the students of the future
have the same opportunities that
our kids had. Core curriculum,
staffing, AP classes, foreign lan-
guage, journalism, public speak-
ing and other vital programs are
all at stake.

Please join us in supporting
Measure A.

Robin and Paul Ludmer
Orinda

Dear Editor,

We moved to Orinda because of
the reputation of the schools. In
the nine years since, my children
have thrived from classes and
teachers that engaged and chal-
lenged them to reach their poten-
tial. My daughter, now a college
freshman back East, was able to
pursue varied interests in history,
public speaking, creative writing,
psychology and advanced math.
She got more than just a basic ed-
ucation and is able to succeed in
a very competitive environment.
I want the same lasting foundation
for my 9th grader and for all our
children in the district. Without
Measure A passing, 50 plus teach-
ers will be laid off, affecting pro-
grams and classes that enrich our
childrens’ lives and help them be
successful in the future. I believe
as a community we need to rally
around our children. $112 a year
for five years seems a small price
to pay to give them the tools to
succeed. Please join me in voting
Yes for Measure A.

Susie Epstein
Orinda

To the Editor:

In these tough economic times,
our Acalanes District high schools
are facing a fiscal crisis despite
sound management practices. The
persistent reductions in funding
for education from the State of
California are now so significant
that our District will spend less
than half of what similar schools
in New York State spend per stu-
dent annually. Next year, our Dis-
trict will receive $8 million less in
state funding than two years ago.
Yet our students are expected to
compete at a national level for in-
creasingly demanding college ad-
missions. Through no fault of
their own, the Acalanes District
high school students stand to lose
important science, math, English,
arts and AP classes. These critical
classes have helped rank our Dis-
trict amongst the best in the state
and the nation for over 55 years!
While new taxes can be painful,
not passing a $112 short-term
emergency parcel tax to protect
our schools would be worse. A
weakened school system will
have a lasting negative impact on
our community and our property
values. Strong schools and strong
communities go hand in hand.
Please join me in voting Yes on
Measure A.

Sandra Breber
Orinda

To the Editor:

A recently published letter ques-
tioned what type of message we
would be sending our children by
voting in favor of the Acalanes
High School District’s parcel tax
given these challenging economic
times. That message, I believe, is

that education matters.

By voting in favor of Measure A,
we’ll be showing our children that
education is a priority that de-
serves our attention in good times
and in bad. Surely, there’s no bet-
ter investment in the future than
investing in our youth today. And
for my money, there’s no better
investment in education than in
our local schools, which continue
to rank among the top schools in
the state.

Our high schools are not asking
for extras. The $112 parcel tax
will simply help protect students
and teachers from the state’s con-
tinuing budget cuts. Considering
that California’s schools already
are among the lowest funded,
with some of the largest class
sizes in the nation, further cuts to
schools will seriously erode the
quality of education our schools
can provide. Please don’t let this
happen. Vote Yes on Measure A.

Margarita Woodbury
Lafayette

Editor:

We write to urge our fellow Lam-
orindans to vote Yes on Measure
A. Acalanes Union High School
District is facing a $4.8 million
budget cut. Over 50 full time
teaching positions are facing
elimination! Firing these teachers
will cut deep into the core cur-
riculum, including eliminating
our students' seventh periods. We
are blessed with some of the top
public schools in California and
the country. These schools have
been our area's crown jewel for
generations. Remember when
you bought property in Lamor-
inda? We knew by buying and
living in our community our chil-
dren were guaranteed an academ-
ically-top education, at public
school "prices." Who among us
didn't weigh the huge savings and
peace of mind we would experi-
ence during our children's K-12
years because some of the best
schools in the country were in our
home town?

Public education in Lamorinda is
an amazing bargain; friends in
San Francisco, Marin and other
communities  routinely  pay
$25,000 to $30,000 per year for
their children's K-12 education.
But top public schools are not
free. Parents volunteer long hours
in our schools and all of us con-
tribute financially. Payment of
our parcel taxes is a crucial part of
our economic support. These
payments are not only a tremen-
dous investment in our children's
future, they literally ensure the
continued viability of our schools
and property value. Passage of
Measure A demonstrates to Lam-
orinda citizens and prospective
citizens alike that our community
is still among the best places to
live and raise a family.

Over and over, when our students
return from college they talk
about how well prepared they
were by our local schools and
how college is often "easier" than
their high school experience. For
our children's future and for our
economic well being, we must
continue to support our schools
without reservation. In these
tough economic times, we all are
getting by on less. But Measure
A's $112 per parcel annual invest-
ment in our schools - allowing us
to preserve our core curriculum
and teacher positions -- is some-
thing we cannot afford to do with-
out. Vote Yes on Measure A!

Ben and Janet Riley
Orinda

We are pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated
community service organizations to submit news and
information about their activities. Submissions can be

sentto storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the

subject header In Service to the Community.

- Community Service -
Orinda Academy Raises Funds for Chile

Submitted by Miriam Schaffer

and Ben Ishibashi.
he Orinda Academy commu-

nity raised over $2,300 to aid
in Chilean earthquake relief efforts.
The students responded to a heartfelt
plea from Spanish teacher Elizabeth
Jurado, a native Chilean, who
showed the students pictures of the
severe damage in Chile as a result of
the 8.8 magnitude earthquake. Eliz-
abeth also described her very emo-
tional story of how she was unable
to connect with her family for three

it . T : R
(L-R): Hillary Calef, Katherine Saxby, Anissa Laval Kiyemba, Cindy Gifford Palermo,
Lino Sanchez Siegel, Elizabeth Jurado, Joe Romak, Beau Hall, Crystal Cardona,

) Photo provided
long and worrisome days, before

confirming Monday morning that
they were all safe. Her sister, who
was in the epicenter city of Concep-
cion, arrived safely at the parents
home while Elizabeth was on the
initial phone call from her parents. It
was a very positive and emotional
ending to three trying days.

The students were inspired to
help their teacher and the country of
Chile. The students, especially sen-

iors like Ben Ishibashi and Crystal
Cardona, mobilized to have a
luncheon with donated and home
cooked Chilean and ethnic food.
Along with other donations from
the Orinda Academy community
the students raised over $2,300 to
donate to Un Tech Para Chile (A
Roof for Chile), an organization
that builds small, temporary homes
for $1,000 each. OA students
raised enough for two homes to be
built, which surpassed their goal of
only one home. Many OA students
and families pitched in to prepare
authentic Chilean dishes, or dishes
from their culture, which reflected
the diverse population of Orinda
Academy. The community service
aspect was then additionally a
learning experience as the students
learned about the destruction of
earthquakes and tsunamis, as well
as the culture and geography of
Chile. Most importantly, the stu-
dents felt good about giving and the
faculty were impressed about their
mobilization, organization, and giv-
ing attitude.

Saint Mary’s College Honors International

Women's Day with Wo/men’s Leadership Forum

Submitted by Sharon Sobotta,
Women's Resource Center Director — Saint Mary’s College

Moraga Mayor Ken Chew partici-
pates on the panel
Photo courtesy Saint Mary’s College

Men and women from far and
near, from Moraga to Por-
tugal, came together on Monday for
the Wo/men’s Leadership Forum in
honor of International Women’s
Day. True to this year’s theme,
building bridges, women and men,
young and old, community and
campus, came together to partici-
pate in workshops such as The
Rhythm of Leadership, during
which time Yamaha Fellow Musi-
cian Eduardo Lopes from the Uni-
versity of Evora collaborated with
SMC staff members Sharon
Sobotta and Tammy Appling-
Cabading to get participants to
think outside of the box about lead-
ership, balance and group aware-
ness; Changing the World with a
Tabla and Changing the World with
your story. The day also featured a
lunchtime panel on male students

who are allies to women and a pop-
ular session called Following Your
Inner Compass, during which Mor-
aga Mayor Ken Chew shared his
story about how his life journey led
him from Malaysia to Moraga. To
bring the day to a close, the
Women'’s Interfaith Circle of Serv-
ice collaborated with the Women’s
Resource Center to offer an Inter-
generational Bridges of Peace Cer-
emony. “The event was open to the
Public and it will be in the future as
well,” says Sobotta, “We intend to
keep it as a tradition of building
bridges between men and women
from all backgrounds year after
year with the continuing title
Wo/men's Forum. For information
about how to get involved next
year, contact Sharon Sobotta, Di-
rector of the Women’s Resource
Center, at 925-631-4171.

Laftayette Care Home
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Lafayette Care Home 3640 Baker Lang,

Give yourself the gift of time!

One hour a month to let us
pamper your tired hands and feet.

We will give the school of your choice
or EFO 10% of the proceeds from your
services on your behalf.

1 ORINDA WAY, SUITE 3
ORINDA, CA 94563
p:925.258.9811

Cloud 9 is an all-natural, artificial-free nail salon
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The UPS Store B

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste 1
Sat 9-4, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v Shipping ~ Notary Services
v Coying, Finnishing  Postal Services
 Printing Services  Business Services

www.theupsstore.com

925-377-1908

St St Cagfe

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga
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PROFESSIONAL EYECARE
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Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. TOEBE

¢ Comprehensive Vision Testing LEED
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis

FECFD

e Specialty Contact Lens Care
« Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Suite A
(925) 376-2020

LUXURIOUS R(/ESIDENTIAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
Our residents receive Assistance with activities of
daily living, medication management, home
made meals, housekeeping and laundry,
enfertainment and wellness programs.

Tel 925.376.CARE (2273) Fax 925.376.7137

moragaretreat@comcast.net

M aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

EDFCIF
rEREFIE

Moraga -

Lic#: 075601205

Ken C. Young -

Fine Art Images

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

: Complete Auto Repair
("_=%  state of California Brake,
Lamp & Smog Station

(Rheem center-across from
the Post Office)

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

CHAMBER TOWN i"{'}!.i.l.tl.l;dr'["r'
Find all Moraga businesses
organizations and events
on our 2 new web sites
www.moragachamber.org

www.shopmoragafirst.com

Spring Events:
Egg Hunt: 5at, March 27
Gorden Tour: Sat, May 1
Communily Foire: S5af, May 8
Moraga Treeline Triathlon: Sat, April 24th
Cinco de Moyo: 5at, May 5th
MEF Showoase: Thurs, May 20th

Familq & Cosmelic Denfish’q
Scott D. Lothamer, DDS

Moraga - 925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care
through Quality Dentistry l

Member: ADA  CDA -« CCDS « AACD

Dirty House!

w f

.1004

37

T & T PAINTING

CA License: #616357 and Insured

FREE ESTIMATES IMPECCABLE REFERENCES

376-3380 MORAGA

steven_thaw@yahoo.com

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga
Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic L — j
..ﬁ'"'_-_-:r F a4 ']::‘.Pﬁ'.fl ¥

@7 530 Moraga Rd. + 925-376-0692

T WWW.MMOoragamotors.com

SHARON

Formerly from SIXTO’ S
925-286-2023

508 Center Street now at .
next door to Mountain Mike Pizza ReﬂeXIOII. Salon

3 MONTHS FREE RENT!

Right now, pay for three months rent
and get vour unit for 6 MONTHS...

CALL FERR DETATLS 8% TUIES SPECTAL PRIPURITIN, EX 1200

MORAGA 455 Moraga Rd.
Suite F (925)631-7000
rweerne, 5A Space.com

| | Rhcem Valley| Lafayette Pet Sthoppe
el www.lafayettepet.com |

“:R“\\e‘e‘ Carrying everything you need for your pets' I

110% OFF, 15% OFF

B oneBagofDog!  PetProducts Nl

1 (except dog & cat food, Front- ||
or Cat Food | line, Advantage & Advantix) |I

FET 8T

HEHTQIFACE

* Nl Fe IJ'l'rr

Small Animal Grooming
Small Animal Boarding
Holistic Pet Food

Pet Accessories L ____anyotheroferExpres33110._

|

I

I

| Huge Selection of Toys & | Must present coupon. Limit one per customer. Not valid with ||
|

I Rheem Valley Center » Moraga o (925) 376-8399

“ONE WEEK FREE
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP”

KARDIO - KICKBOXING

The Karate & Fitness Place USA
376-3667
1375 Moraga Way - Moraga

(Moraga Shopping Center)

Providing the market edge for you

* Home Staging

* Color Consultation

* Redesign,giving a fresh look
with your own items

Nikolene Isely, MA, CSPLGLS,IDS
Staging By Design

cell (925) 360-0947 ﬁ
www.stagerbydesign.com 7

Watch for Love Lafayette
March 31+t

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

30 Day Challenge

Lose Weight
Drop the Inches
Look and Feel Great
Guaranteed or Your Money Back!
Cleanse Your Way to Better Health

“You Can Safely ose Pounds and Inches
Naturally Through Nutritional Cleansing”

Call 925-376-3667
www.USA123.isagenix.com

Camp Lisa
Dog31tt1ng

in my home

Lisa Gillett
1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
(925)631-1063 Moraga, CA 94556
Vioxal

presents:

Rheem Shopping Center
next to CVS

\
—
o2 2TR
SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON i
‘* 4
925 '376'7222 Smooth, tighter, rf)re radiant skin!
508 Center Street, Moraga S ave s 70
(falezn Ya’ucy Sh"ffp ing Center) | o | jght Therapy Treatment
Moraga’s Premier Salon (only $80 with any facial treatment)

Feel*

I *Bring in a bag of groceries to donate to the
Contra Costa Food Bank and we will waive your fee.

594 A Moraga Rd, Moraga 376-0110
2092 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Walnut Creek 945-7484

NEIGHBORHOOD

=1==)
377.5257

MACs AanD PCs
REPRAIRS-UPGRADES-CUSTOM MRACHINES

NEIGHBORHOODCOMP.COM
455 MORAGA ROAD STE. H
(NEXT TO SA RENT A SPACE)

The Right Place For The Right Timer --
Batteries « Bands «Repair
FREE Estimates

Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center
Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs =

GRAND OPENING

925-376-1888 354 Park Street, Moraga
(Next to Rheem Theater)

1547-A Palos Verdes Mall, Walnut Creek (In Lunardi’s Cente

On Grandfather
3% .. Clocks!

| 1
i @I ‘We Make
House Calls
|
|

CANYON CONSTR

professional remodeling & custom homes

925 country club drive moraga ca
t925.376.3486 | f925.376.3503
www.canyonconstruction.com

MORAGA GARDEN

CENTER

Trees & Shrubs

Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810
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By Conrad Bassett

Senior Spenser McDonald of Miramonte goes up against two Bishop

O'Dowd defenders.

he three Lamorinda high

schools produced some excit-
ing moments and a lot of success
during the recently concluded bas-
ketball season.

On the boys’ side, Cam-
polindo won the Diablo Foothill
Athletic League championship
going undefeated (12-0) on their
way to a season record of 23-5. They
were upset at home by rival Mira-
monte 57-45 in their final game--a
North Coast Section quarterfinal.

Acalanes finished second in
the DFAL with a 9-3 record (16-11
overall) and also advanced to the
NCS playoffs where their season
ended in a 55-40 loss at El Cerrito.

Photo Jordan Fong

Miramonte finished third in
the DFAL with an 8-4 record but ad-
vanced the furthest in post-season
play.

Following the upset of Cam-
polindo, they traveled to Sebastopol
and avenged their 2009 NCS title
game loss by beating Analy 70 to 67
in overtime. Senior Chris Hatfield
led all scorers with 26 and senior
Spenser McDonald and sophomore
Ross Anderson added 12 apiece. In
the overtime, senior Davis Louie
scored eight of his 11 points to put
the Mats over the top.

In the NCS Division III cham-
pionship game on March 5th at Saint
Mary's College, the Matadors

www.lamorindaweekly.com

played close against top seed Bishop
O'Dowd for the entire game before
falling 60-50. The Mats played tena-
cious defense with nearly every
starter picking up at least one block
on the taller Dragons. They held
their opponents scoreless for nearly
three and a half minutes and scored
the first three points of the game.
The game stayed close with neither
team leading by more than four
points throughout the first three pe-
riods.

In the fourth period, the Drag-
ons got some unlikely scoring help
from their guards and opened up a
13 point lead, but the Mats did not
quit. Louie hit a three and two free
throws while McDonald added off-
balance three, all in less than a
minute. The effort reduced the lead
to six with 36 seconds to go. The
Mats had to foul and the Dragons
made their last four free throws on
their way to the final ten point ad-
vantage. Louie led all scorers with
14 while Anderson added 12 and
McDonald and Hatfield each had
ten.

By virtue of their strong NCS
runner-up showing, the Matadors
were selected to host a first round
Northern California CIF game
against Burlingame of the Central
Coast Section. The game held on
March 19 was another nip and tuck
affair--with another overtime finish-
-something Miramonte has been
used to. This time, the Panthers
scored the last two points in regula-
tion and they headed to extra time
tied at 49. McDonald hit a baseline
jumper for the Mats to put them
ahead with the first score in over-
time and they hung on for the 57-51
victory.

On Thursday, the Mats took
their game on the road to visit Sacra-
mento High. This was another barn
burner but the Mats were on the
short end of an 87-84 nail-biter. Hat-
field finished with 28 points and An-
derson added 20 to lead Miramonte
who finished at 18-14 on the year.

The Lamorinda girls' teams

” 925-377-0977
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amorinda High School Basketball Season Ends

Three Teams Compete in State Tournament

also fared very well in the regular
season and in post season play. All
three participated in the NCS play-
offs with Campolindo and Mira-
monte advancing to the semi-finals
and to the Northern California play-
offs. Acalanes finished at 15-12.

Over at Campolindo, the Lady
Cougars won their first two NCS
games. The Cougars' NCS run
ended in the semi-finals when they
lost to top-seeded Bishop O'Dowd.
Finishing in the semi-finals of the
NCS tournament qualified the
Cougars for the Northern California
CIF championships. Campolindo
headed across the bay to face St. Ig-
natius. The Wildcats prevailed 67-53
and the Cougars finished a very suc-
cessful year with a record of 20-10.

Miramonte's NCS run ended
when they were edged by
Dougherty Valley in the semi-finals
57-54. Junior Alyssa Johanson led
the team with 13 points while senior
Stephanie Golden added 12. And,
along with making it to the semi-fi-
nals of the NCS, the Lady Matadors
were rewarded with a long trip up to
face Enterprise in Redding on Tues-
day where they beat the Hornets 60
to 48.

This was a streaky game as
Miramonte took an early 14 point
lead and Enterprise came right back
to take the halftime lead. In the sec-
ond half, the Lady Mats picked up
the pace outscoring them 38 to 25.
Golden led the Mats with 15 points
and Johanson added ten rebounds.
And their prize for winning was an-
other road trip to play St. Mary's of
Stockton, a team that defeated them
82-42 in February.

St. Mary's came into the game
ranked as the number one girls team
in the United States. In the rematch
it was much closer as Miramonte
fought back from an early 11 point
deficit and actually led by 34-33
early in the second half, but St.
Mary's went on a 13-0 run and even-
tually won 75-53. Golden again led
the Mats with 16 points. The Lady
Mats finished at 22-8.
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Lamorinda All-League Award Winners
BOYS Co-MVP: Kellen Ito (Campolindo) Sr.; Adam
Mancebo (Campolindo) Sr.

First Team: Chris Hatfield (Miramonte) Sr.; Corey Collins
(Acalanes) Sr.; Spenser McDonald (Miramonte) Sr., Jay
Fowler (Acalanes) Sr.

Second Team: Pat Wirth (Campolindo) Sr.; Brian Sanders
(Campolindo) Sr., Zach Bloom (Acalanes) Sr.

Honorable Mention: Davis Louie (Miramonte) Sr.; Tyler
Caldwell (Acalanes) Sr.; Carl King (Campolindo) Jr.;

GIRLS Co-MVP: Stephanie Golden (Miramonte) Sr.

First Team: Liza Katz (Miramonte) Jr..; Emani Harrison
(Acalanes) Jr.; Meghan Ringer (Campolindo) Sr.

Second Team: Kiara Harewood (Acalanes) Jr.; Annie Ward
(Campolindo) Jr.; Amanda Forshay (Campolindo) Jr.;
Alyssa Johanson (Miramonte) Jr.

Honorable Mention: Kristine Miller (Miramonte) Sr.; Taylor
Kizzie (Miramonte) So.; Janine Loutzenhiser (Miramonte) So.

March Madness

George C Tuck, founder of Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Net Savings With
No Hoops to Jump Through

Federal Tax Credit, PG&E and
Union Rebates Available.*

Call us now for a free estimate,
days, evenings or weekends.

'ATLAS

Orinda Spartans Win Two

Submitted by Tom McConnell

he Orinda Spartans got in the

win column on Saturday,
twice, taking both ends of a dou-
bleheader against the San Ramon
Slammers on Saturday afternoon.
In game one, the Spartans won a
see-saw battle by the final score of
9-6. In the nightcap, the Spartans
dominated their opponents and
glided to a relatively easy 9-3 win.
With the two victories, Orinda
evened its league record at 2-2.

The Spartans’ bats came alive
on Saturday with the team pound-
ing out a total of 25 hits in the two
games, 13 in game one and 12 in
game two. Danny Ritelli was one of
the hitting stars, accounting for five
hits. Ritelli went 3-for-3 in game
one with two doubles and a single.
He knocked in two runs and scored
another. In game two, Ritelli went
two for three with another double
and one more RBI and run. The
Slammers finally retired Ritelli in
his last at-bat of the day, when he
popped out to first base. Clayton
Stehr also went 3-for-3 in game one
and recorded a fourth hit in game
two. Stehr scored all four times he
reached base. Andrew Deaver had
three total hits on the day with two
RBIs and three runs scored. Ryan
Anderson also had three hits, in-

Photo Ohlen Alexander
cluding an RBI double and a run
scored.

The pitching was also out-
standing, led by starter Ben Hoxie's
strongest outing of the young sea-
son. Hoxie pitched three incredible
innings, limiting San Ramon to just
one run on two hits in the process.
Ritelli finished the fourth inning for
Hoxie and then pitched a strong

fifth before yielding to closer Dylan
Kronenberg who took the squad the
rest of the way, pitching two
shutout innings, without allowing a
hit. He walked two batters. Clayton
Haskell and Clayton Stehr made a
number of strong plays from the left
side of the infield and Will Mc-
Connell threw out a would-be base
stealer in the sixth inning.

In the nightcap, Eric Nyman
got the start and he did not disap-
point. Nyman threw two shutout in-
nings before tiring in the third and
giving up two runs. McConnell
came in to relieve Nyman and
struck out the only batter he faced
in that frame to end the further scor-
ing threat. McConnell then went on
to throw two more strong innings.
Connor Jackson then earned the
save, pitching the sixth and seventh
innings and allowing only one run
in the process. Tyler Larsen threw
out a would-be base stealer of his
own in the seventh inning to give
Jackson and his teammates the lift
they needed to finish the game
strong.

Heating and Air Conditioning Company

Since 1908 e CA Lic #489501
“YORK 925-944-1122
R D b
*Some restrictions apply.

www.atlasheating.com

Opening Day Community Service
Submitted by Laura Traxler

rinda Baseball Association

(OBA) families came to
Opening Day ceremonies with
gently-used sporting equipment,
board games, and arts and crafts
supplies. These items were donated
to the young families at the Kawai-
hae Transitional Housing Project
on the Big Island of Hawaii.

Two Orinda families, the

Photo Laura Traxler
Shepards and the Richardsons, or-
ganized the event and will bring the
collected equipment and games to
Hawaii with them over Spring
Break.

Steven and Kevin Shepard
and Kady and Will Richardson also
manned the bake sale table to raise
money for additional purchases in
Hawaii.

DEXTER HONENS 11

REAL ESTATE BROKER

DEXTER HONENS II

REAL ESTATE BROKER
Office: (925) 253-2148
Residence: (925) 254-8088
Cell: (510) 918-8911
Email: honens@pacbell.net

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.

Please call me for your Real Estate needs to experience the integrity,
professionalism and results you expect.

REAL ESTATE l;bl/\ll;

KYLE DAVIS

MORTGAGE BROKER

KYLE DAVIS

MORTGAGE BROKER
Direct: (925) 314-5299
Fax: (925) 831-9161
Email: Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

“MORTGAGE RATES are at HISTORICAL LOW points. There may never be
a better time to BUY OR REFINANCE A HOME OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY in
the Bay Area. Call DEXTER AND KYLE to talk about taking advantage of

the extraordinary opportunities in today’s market.”

B astic

DRE License #01327738

s Athletic Summer Camps

amps: All Sports, Baseball, Basketball, Golf, Lacrosse, Soccer, Softball,
Tennis, and Volleyball...

Click Summer Camps @.

. Wwww.SMCGAELS. COM

Contact at 925-631-4FUN or
smccamps@stmarys-ca.edu



Page: S2

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

“We needed to win this [WCC Con-
ference Tournament] to raise the
level of our program, and we did.
We got it done.”

Leading up to the Champi-
onships, the Gaels faced off against
the #3 seeded Portland Pilots in the
semifinals on March 7th and came
away with the 69-55 victory. Fresh-
man guard Matthew Dellavedova,
junior guard Mickey McConnell
and senior center Omar Samhan all
finished the game with 16, and
freshman guard Jorden Page scored
his Saint Mary’s career-high with
14.

The win advanced the Gaels
to the WCC tournament champi-
onship game.

The Gaels held the Zags
scoreless until just under the 17
minute mark thanks to a three
pointer and two layups by Mc-
Connell, who finished the half with

WHERE SUBBER

MEETS GERMAN[Y]

Improve your soccer skills
with coaches from Germany.

Learn the FUNdamentals of German
with instructors of the Goethe-Institut.

Feel the thrill of Soccer and German.

Ages: 12-15

St. Mary’s College
Moraga

July 5 — July 16

¢& score wtH GERMAN

www.scorewithgerman.org

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Saint Mary’s Finds Providence in Las Vegas

..continued from page 1

14 points for the Gaels. Saint
Mary’s didn’t let the Zags take the
lead the entire half, and heading into
halftime had a 30-29 lead over the
Bulldogs.

Gonzaga took two brief one
point leads at the beginning of the
second halfand tied it up 35-35 with
14:26 to go in the game but the
Gaels weren’t giving in. Saint
Mary’s took back the lead after a
three pointer by Dellavedova and
never looked back.

“A lot of people said we
couldn't do it,” said senior center
Omar Samhan. “At the beginning of
the year nobody had us in the
NCAA tournament, especially as an
automatic bid...but here we are.”

Saint Mary’s Head Coach
Randy Bennett started taking out his
starters with 1:23 left to play and,
along with the rest of the coaching
staff and players on the bench, took
a minute to realize what was hap-
pening.

“At that moment I was just so
proud,” Bennett said. “Proud of our
guys, proud of what this team had
accomplished.”

His “my team is going to the
NCAA tournament smile” was
matched with a roaring crowd of
Saint Mary’s fans rushing the court
to celebrate as the clock hit zero.
The Gaels’ 81-62 win over Gonzaga
was followed by the announcement
of WCC Tournament MVP Mickey
McConnell, who had a career high
26 points for the Gaels, and all-tour-

925-377-0977

nament team members senior for-
ward Ben Allen, who also had a ca-
reer high of 20 points in the game,
and senior center Omar Samhan.

Selection Sunday named
Saint Mary’s a #10 seed in the
Southern Regional of the NCAA
tournament, scheduled to take on #7
seeded Richmond on Thursday in
Providence, Rhode Island, at 11:50
am.

"Hopefully they're prepared,”
said Bennett. “There's nothing you
can do, tournament experience is
tournament experience. Mickey
[McConnell] has it. Ben Allen has
it. Omar Samhan has it. They have
an understanding of what it means
to be in the tournament and play.
Our other guys don't have that, but
hopefully the season has prepared
them.”

The Richmond Spiders enter
the game with a 26-8 overall record,
coming off a loss to #17 Temple in
the Atlantic-10 Tournament Cham-
pionship. The Spiders have won 12
of their last 14 games and finished
the Atlantic-10 season with a 13-3
record. Richmond is led by junior
guard Kevin Anderson, the Atlantic-
10 Player of the Year who averages
17.8 points per game, followed by
David Gonzalvez, who averages
14.5.

The winner of Thursday’s
game will meet the winner of #2
seed Villanova and #15 seed Robert
Morris in the second round on Sat-
urday, March 20.
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Positive Coaching Earns Reward

Campolindo Water Polo Coach Honored
Submitted by Linda Lim

im Everist, coach of the

Campolindo High School
Water Polo Team and USA Jun-
ior National Water Polo Team,
has won Positive Coaching Al-
liance’s coveted Double-Goal
Coach Award Presented by Lib-
erty Mutual Insurance for her
positive impact on youth athletes.

The award is for coaches
whose first goal is winning, and
whose second, more important
goal is teaching life lessons
through sports. Everist will re-
ceive her award at Positive
Coaching Alliance’s 2010 Na-

Kim Eve-r-ist coaching from the sidelines last year (cap #8 Emily Gerst)

Photo Lyle Nishimi

tional Youth Sports Awards Din-
ner and Auction sponsored by
Deloitte, April 17, at Stanford
University’s Maples Pavilion.

“Kim wins on the score-
board, and more importantly, she
wins by creating a positive, char-
acter-building sports experience
for youth athletes,” said Jim
Thompson, PCA’s founder and
executive director. “Ultimately,
the youth athletes Kim coaches
are the real winners, and as those
athletes become tomorrow’s
leaders our society as a whole
wins.”

MBA Box Scores for March 6-

March 8, 2010

Submitted by Donald DePaolo

Moraga Baseball Association
Bronco Division
March 8, 2010

Moraga LA Dodgers 7,

Piedmont Bombers 10

Dodger Highlights: Jack Lawrence 2
2/3 1P, 4K’s, 5ER’s, 0BB, 6H, 1 RS;
Kevin Hoffinger 2 1/3 1P, 3K’s,
5ER’s, 0BB, 8H, 1-for-3, 2SB’s, IR;
Matt Koelzer 3-for-4, 2SB’s, IR;
Nick Bishop 1-for-3, 2B, 2 RBI’s;
Jake Oxendinel-for-3, 2BB’s, 2SB’s;
Jake Rolfe 1-for-4, 1SB.

Moraga Baseball Association
Bronco Division
March 7, 2010

Moraga A's 16, Orinda Predators 9
Predators Highlights: Elijah Hodges,

2 IP, 5K's, 1-for-2, IRS; Kevin Hen-
son, 3-for-3, 2 doubles, 2 RBI, 3 RS;
Will Lyons, RBI; Quinn Thomas, 2
RS.

A's Highlights: Richard Gong, 3-for-
3, 2B, 4 RBI, 3 RS; Dom Edwall, 1-
2, RBI, 3 RS; Scott Hillhouse,
1-for-2, RBI, 2 RS; Quinn Lyon
struck out 4 of 5 batters faced; Jason
Rodriguez, 2 2/3 IP, 2 hits.

Moraga LA Dodgers 4,

Piedmont Titans 14

Dodgers Highlights: David Cushing
2 1P, 4K’s, 1ER, 0BB, 1H, 1-for-3, 2
RS, 2 RBIs; Jack Lawrence 2 IP, 1K,
3ER, 0BB, 3H; Tommy Vega 1 1/3 1P,
1K, 6ER, 2BB, 2H, 2-for-3, 1 RS;
Jake Rolfe 1 2/3 1P, 2K’s, 4ER, 1BB,
1H; Matt Koelzer 1-for-4, 2B, 1 RS;
Gabe Dusauzay 1-for-2; Solomon
Dusauzay1-for-2; Kevin Hoffinger 1-
for-1,2 SB’s.

Piedmont Bombers 9

Moraga Cardinals 2

Cardinals Highlights: Tristan Wester-
noff 2 1/3rd IP, 2K's, 2 BB, 1-for-3;
Perry Walker 2 IP, 5 K's, 1 BB, 1-for-
3, 1 RS; Calvin Gee 1-for-3, BB, SB.

Moraga Baseball Association
Pony Division
March 7, 2010

Moraga Cougars 12,

Danville Diablos 0

Cougars Highlights: Hunter Rosen-
baum 4 IP, 3 K’s, 0 ER 2 H, 1-for-1,
1 RS, 1 RBI; Scott Singh 3-for-3, 2
2B, 1 RS, 3 RBI; David Ortega 2-for-
3,2B, 1 BB, 2 RS, 3 RBI, Kurt Ver-
gara 1-for-2, 2B, 1 BB, 2 RS, 1 RBL

Pleasant Hill Rip City 12,

Moraga Tigers 8

Tigers Highlights: Sean Pappa 3 for
5,2B, 3 SB, 3 R; Sam Phillips 2 for 4,
SB, R, RBI; Eric Dunning 1 for 3,
SB, 2 RBI, 2 IP, 0 R; Andrew Will-
more 2 for 4, SB, 2 R, RBI, 4 IP.

San Ramon 15, Moraga A’s 0
San Ramon Highlights: R Soderman

2-for-4; A Tsurda 2-for-3, 2 RBI’s; J
Nejedly 3-for-4, 3 RBI’s, M Pan-
gelinian 2-for-4, 4 RBI’s.

Moraga A’s Highlights: Mark San-
taguida 1-for-3; Rohit Verma 1-for-2;
Damian Stoner 1-for-2.

Moraga Baseball Association
Pony Division
March 6, 2010

Moraga Cougars 1,
Pleasant Hill Hawks 0

Cougars Highlights: Phillip Rei 3 IP,
3K’s, 0 ER 1 H, 2-for-3, 1 2B, 1 RS;
Matthew Tuan 4 IP, 0 ER, 1 H; Scott
Singh 1-for-3, 1 RBI; Kevin Lehman
1-for-2.

Pittsburg Pirates 10, Moraga Tigers 0

Tigers Highlights: Sean Pappa 1 for
2, SB; Peter Golesorki 1 for 2; Manny
Manzone 3 IP, 6K.

San Ramon 16, Moraga A’s 0

San Ramon Highlights: Cam G 3-
for-3, 5 RBI’s; Garrett L 2-for-3, 3
RBI’s; Michael R 2-for-2, 2 RBI’s,
Riley S 1-for-2, 2 RBI’s

Moraga A’s Highlights: Rohit Verma
1-for-2; Evan Lawrence 1-for-2

Moraga Baseball Association
Mustang Division
March 6, 2010

A’s 4, Mariners 3

As Highlights: Carter Whiting 3-for-
3, IRS, 1 RBI; Aaron DePaolo 1-for-
2,2B, 1 RBL

Mariners Highlights: Harry Curtiss 2
IP, 4Ks, 1 ER; Kyle Leuteneker 1-
for-2, 2B, 1 RS.

Moraga Baseball Association

Pinto Division

March 6, 2010

New York Yankees 20, Orioles 9
Yankees Highlights: Rex Curtiss 4-
for-4, 2B; Jake Crumbaugh 3-for-3, 2
2B;

Chase Peterson and Sean Donovan 3-
for-3.

Orioles Highlights: Braden Maher 3-
for-3; Aidan Lyon 3-for-4 2 2B; Sam
Morasch 3-for-4.

SMC Women Fall in WCC Tournament but Qualify for NIT

By Caitlin Graveson

Jasmine Smith (32) hit a lay-up late in the game to bring the Gaels within

two points 58-56. The Waves held on to win 62-56.

aint Mary’s women’s basket-
ball finished the regular season
12-2, the second best record in the
West Coast Conference (WCC)
and the school’s best record since
1989-1990. Their record secured
them a number two seed and a two-
round bye in the WCC tournament.
New changes to the National Invi-
tation Tournament qualification re-
quirements also guarantees Saint
Mary’s post season play if they do
not qualify for the NCAA tourna-
ment.
The Gaels traveled to Las

Photo Tod Fierner

Vegas on Sunday, March 6th for
the WCC tournament where they
faced #3 Pepperdine University.
Just two weeks prior to the playoff
match-up, Saint Mary’s defeated
the Waves 52-38 in Malibu. Unfor-
tunately, Lady Luck was on Pep-
perdine’s side in Sin City and the
Gael’s fell 62-56.

“Last year we planned to not
be in this position again. We played
hard...but it wasn’t good enough
and unfortunately, we can’t take
that back for the older girls,” said
junior forward Louella Tomlinson,

LoueIIa Tomlinson (2) notched a double-double in the loss.

who recorded a double-double for
the Gaels with 18 points and 14 re-
bounds. Tomlinson, the WCC De-
fensive Player of the Year, also
notched six blocks.

The Gaels came out strong
against the Waves in the first half,
building a 26-18 lead with five
minutes to go in the half. Pepper-
dine increased their defensive pres-
sure, forcing 11 turnovers from the
Gaels in the final 11:30 to play.
With 1:25 to go in the half the
Waves tied it at 26 all, and it re-
mained so heading into the locker

Photo Tod Fierner

room.

To open the second half Saint
Mary’s reclaimed a nine point lead.
However, the Waves again upped
the defensive pressure and incited
a run which gave them the lead.
With about a minute to play, red-
shirt sophomore Jasmine Smith hit
a lay-up to cut the lead to two, 58-
56. The Gaels were forced into the
fouling game and could not over-
come the deficit.

MBA Hits a Homer With Used Equipment Drive

Submitted by Phil Hoffman

n Saturday, March 6, the

Moraga Baseball Associa-
tion (MBA) held its Opening
Day Ceremony with refreshments,
music, the traditional first pitch,
and introduction of the Cam-
polindo Cougar varsity base-
ball team. Not only was it a fun
day with great weather, but it was
also the last day of a six-week long
Used Baseball Equipment Drive
that resulted in the collection
of over $30,000 of equipment, val-
ued as if new.

This equipment drive was led
by MBA veteran Ryan Hoff-
man, now a Campolindo freshman
baseball player, and Scott Hill-
house, a current MBA Bronco
player and Rheem Elementary Sch
ool fifth grade student. Hoffman
and Hillhouse were assisted by

friend Ryan Hooper and little sis-
ters Annie and Olivia Hillhouse.
Over the past six weeks,
Hoffiman coordinated with the or-
ganization “Used Baseball Equip-
ment for Inner City Kids"
to determine needs in the Bay
Area. He then published adver-
tisements in the MBA and Cam-
polindo High School newsletters.
Thanks to the generosity of MBA,
LMYA, Campolindo Baseball, and
many families in both Moraga and
Lafayette, Ryan and Scott collected
nearly 1,500 items including bags,
balls, bats, catchers equipment,
cleats, gloves, mitts, first aid kits,
helmets, tees, field equipment,
training aids, home plates, bases,
and clothing. This equipment will
be donated to underfunded baseball
programs throughout the East Bay.

Ryan Hoffman (left), Scott Hillhouse (right)

Phto Phil ffman
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Olympics Not Quite Over

Orinda Girl Races in the USSA Western Region Junior Olympics

Submitted by Leslie Ryder

Sierra Ryder laying down a Giant Slalom run at Alpine Meadows

Sierra Ryder, an eighth grader
at Orinda Intermediate
School, is a member of the
Squaw Valley Ski team and has
been on the team since she was
four years old. Ryder was se-
lected to represent the Far West
division at the 2010 Western Re-
gion J3 (13-14 age group) Junior
Olympics which will be held at
Mt. Bachelor, Oregon, March 18-
21, 2010. The Far West division

(California and Nevada) sends
representatives based on the re-
sults of qualifying competitions
in Slalom, Giant Slalom, and
Super G. J3 athletes from all over
the Western Region including
Utah, Montana, Alaska, Idaho,
Oregon, and Washington will
compete.

Three Slaloms at Sugar
Bowl, three Giant Slalom events
at Alpine Meadows and three

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photo Zev Gur

Super G's at Northstar at Tahoe
bring us to a selection list for this
year’s J3 Junior Olympics. The
selections are based on the best
five-of-nine results of these qual-
ifying races. Winners qualify to
compete in the J3 International
Race held in Whistler, Canada in
April known as “The Whistler
Cup.” To see race results in a live
format, you can click onto
www.live-timing.com/races.php .

Lafayette’s St. Perpetua Panther Pride

- CYO Champions

Submitted by Monica Chappell

St. Perpetua parish sponsors a Catholic Youth Or-
ganization (CYO) as one dimension of its total
ministry to youth. Athletic programs through CYO pro-

vide opportunities for young people to develop strong
moral character, self-esteem and leadership qualities.

g et

Fourth Grade Girls Natit.)nal League .

"~ -West Diablo Champions

- il —_—
West Diablo & Oakland Diocese Basketball Champions
Fourth Grade Boys American League - Oakland
Diocese Champions
Back: Coaches J Torchio and Tim Regan
Middle: Justin Pratt, Caden Moses, Seppi Ortman, Ty
Whelehan, Robby Rowell,
Front: John Torchio, Ryan Regan, Gabe Middleton
and Isaac Plotkin (not pictured Nick Price)

Photo Wendy Pratt

e ,
Fifth Grade Girls National League - Oakland Dio-
cese Champions - undefeated
Back: Coach Bob Phipps and John Kirke
Left to Right: Isabel Kirke, Allie Figueredo, Juliana Van
Laanen, Jacqueline Nichols, Molly Davis, Asiana Tam,
Saskia Lamb, Gwen Kessenich, Morgan Rogers, Alexis
Frumenti Photo Teresa Jimenez

Sixth Grade Boys American League - West Diablo
Champions - Undefeated in season play

Back: Coaches Mike Cassidy, Mark Flower and Greg Young
Left to Right: Tyler Henderson, Grant Young, Sutter
Lindberg, Jake Rowely, Max Flower,Jake Berry, Jack
Cassidy, Devin Regan, Gabe Middleton and Ryan
Cardiff.

P

Sixth Grade Girls National League

- Oakland Diocese Champions

Back: Amy Sabbadini, Sophia Ross, Martha Morse,
Asha Alagappan, Amanda Strang, Grace Deskin

Front: Coach Gary Sabbadini, Diana Duque, Emily
Collins, Alexis Grant-Hudd, Coach Dino Duque

Not pictured: Amanda Warbritton Photo Ruth Dugue

Front Row - Kneeling (L to R): Kaitlin Herzer, Schuyler
Rosson, Savannah Mone, Claire Swan, Kaitlin Enrici,
Hannah Ruane, Natalie Keefer

Back Row - Standing (L to R) Sam Swan (head coach),
Grace Carlson, Emily Rasmussen, Jenna Kisner, Lauren
Van Stralen, Abby Morris, Andrea Ruane and Mollie
Van Stralen (Asst. Coaches) Photo Kelly Carlson

Seventh Grade Boys American League
- West Diablo Champions
Submitted by: Robin Fox
Row 1: Joey Hewitt, Casey Harrington, Scotty Fox, Sam
DeRogue, Calvin Saribay, Kevin Hull
Row 2: Coach Ed Saribay, Tyler Petite, Matt O'Reilly,
Chris Hansen, Head Coach Rob O'Reilly
Congratulations to St. Perpetua's seventh Grade Boys’
basketball A team. The Panthers defended last year's
title to win the Diocese of Oakland CYO Basketball
Championship again. On March 7th, they beat St.
Bonaventure, 70-57, in the championship finals, bring-
ing St. P's season record to 29-3.

Photo Teresa Saribay

P

Eighth Grade Boys American League - Oakland
Diocese Champions - Third Straight Champi-
onship

The CYO American Boys team beat All Saints from
Hayward to win the Diocese Championship for the
third year in a row. The special part of this victory is
that this team plays in honor of their former coach,
Ken Nelson. They won last year in his honor (he
passed away before the season ended), and the boys
decided to play together again to fight for another
championship for their coach.

The coaching of the team was taken on by Mike Cas-
sidy and Steve Lauth, but there was always a seat left
on the bench for Ken.

Back: Coach Steve Lauth, Andrew Cassidy, John
Lauth, Zack Kisner, Andrew Zolintakis, Coach Mike
CassidyMiddle: Justin Dunn, Issac Christian, Matt,
ThomasFront: Grant Sivesind Photo Kristin Krisner
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SLEEPYHOLLOW

SWIM & TENNIS CLUB
Orinda, CA * Est. 1955

NOW IS THE IDEAL TIME TO jOIN.*

BIG

DEAL!

FOR INDIVIDUAL APPLICANTS
Save $1,000 off $2,500 Membership Initiation Feg

IT'S A

BIGGER

DEAL!

FOR GROUPS OF 4 OR MORE
Save $1,500 off $2,500 Membership Initiation Fee

Join our Welcoming, spirited community of membe
- Legendland Summer Day Camp for kids ages 4.5 and up

« Top-ranked swim team

« Learn-to-swim and adult Masters programs

« 11 tennis courts

« Private and group tennis lessons
« USTA Teams and Leagues

*SPECIAL OFFER ONLY VALID MARCH 1-MARCH 31.

WWW.SLEEPYHOLLOWLEGENDS.NET

1 Sunnyside Lane « Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-1126
SHSTC@comcast.net
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Acalanes Union

High School District

Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette
Wednesday, Mar 17,2010 at 7:30pm
Wednesday, Mar 31,2010 at 7:30pm

SCHOOL CALENDAR

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Tuesday, April 13,2010 at 7:30 pm

Lafayette School District
LAFSD Office
3477 School Street, Lafayette

Wednesday, Mar. 18,2010 at 4 pm (Time change)

Orinda Union School District

OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

Monday, Apr 12,2010 at 4:00pm

Orinda Boy Scout Troop 237 Inducts
Two Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Anna Duncan

David Esquivel

rinda’s Boy Scout Troop 237
honored its two newest
Eagle Scouts at a Court of Honor on
Sunday, March 6th at the Orinda
Community Church. David Es-

Matthew Duncan

quivel and Matthew Duncan
achieved Boy Scouting’s highest
award after completing their indi-
vidual community service projects,
which included creating a wheel-

chair accessible trail at Wagner
Ranch Nature Area and landscap-
ing an area at Sleepy Hollow Ele-
mentary  School. They both
volunteered to work on each other’s
projects.

David Esquivel’s Eagle proj-
ect benefited the Wagner Ranch Na-
ture Area. David created a 1000 foot
trail that is accessible to the handi-
capped and people in wheelchairs
for the first time. David, a sopho-
more at Miramonte, is on the junior
varsity tennis team and has played
USTA tennis for six years. He is the
son of Gabriel and Jill Esquivel.
David would like to acknowledge
the incredible support and expertise
of Toris Jaeger, Naturalist for Wag-
ner Ranch Nature Area.

Matthew Duncan’s Eagle
project benefited Sleepy Hollow

Elementary School. Matt raised
funds to landscape a weed filled
area near the entrance to the school.
Matt is a sophomore at DelaSalle
High School where he plays base-
ball. He is the son of Jeff and Anna
Duncan. Matt extends special
thanks to Kay Aaker, his third grade
teacher at Sleepy Hollow, for the
idea for this project, and Susan An-
dersen-Berger for her landscaping
expertise!

Troop 237, which has served
Orinda for 57 years, has seen 176
of its young men achieve the rank
of Eagle Scout. The troop is led by
Scoutmaster Eric Jorgensen and
Troop Committee Chair Gary
Witherell. For information on join-
ing the troop please contact evjor-
gensen@comcast.net.

NOW OPEN IN LAFAYETTE

Monday-Saturday 9-6
Sunday 12-5

mwood

— STATIONERS —

3643-D Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
925-299-6900 fax 925-299-6922
www.elmwoodstationers.com

Located between Trader Joe’s and Post Office

7 925-377-0977
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Lamorinda Schools
Miramonte High School, Mock Trial

Champions

Submitted by Jonathan B. Lance

The Miramonte Mock Trial team

n March 4, Miramonte High

School was named Contra
Costa County’s Mock Trial Cham-
pion. Held at the Contra Costa
County Office of Education
(CCCOE), the crowded room gave
hearty congratulations to the team,
and plenty of encouragement for
their upcoming matches in the Cal-
ifornia State Mock Trials. This was
Miramonte’s 4th Mock Trial
County Championship in a row.

For the past seven Tuesday
and Thursday evenings, 10 Contra
Costa County high school teams
have been battling it out in the
courtrooms of Martinez with a hy-
pothetical murder trial. The final-
two matches Miramonte vs.
Campolindo (Championship
Round) and Acalanes vs. California
(Consolation Round) were held last
Tuesday (3/2/10) in the courtrooms
of the Wakefield Taylor Court-
house, in Martinez.

Along with the Miramonte
team, the following three teams in
their respective rankings were also
awarded: Campolindo (2nd place),
California (3rd place), and Acalanes
(4th place). In addition, there were
a number of individual awards for
outstanding achievement presented
to students who represented all of
the participating teams.

Contra Costa County Presid-
ing Superior Court Judge Mary Ann
O’Malley gave her overwhelmingly
positive thoughts and observations
about how impressive all the stu-
dents performed during Mock Tri-
als. “T look forward to seeing you all
serving as attorneys in my court-
room in the very near future. And, I
know some of you will be joining
me at the Judge’s Bench, as well.”

Miramonte will represent
Contra Costa County in the Cali-
fornia State Mock Trial Competi-
tion, held in San Jose, March 19-21.

Photo Diane Morrell, CCCOE
(The California state finalist team
will then compete in the National
Mock Trial Competition, held in
Philadelphia, Penn., May 6-8.)

Mock Trial is an academic
activity for high school students co-
ordinated by the Contra Costa
County Office of Education, and
sponsored by the Constitutional
Rights Foundation —www.crf-
usa.org. The purpose of this pro-
gram is to teach students about the
law and the workings of the legal
system. Each participant portrays
the part of a courtroom character
such as an attorney, witness, court
clerk, or bailiff. To prepare, the stu-
dents conduct legal research and re-
ceive guidance on courtroom
procedures from their school teach-
ers and volunteer attorney coaches,
where they acquire a working
knowledge of the judicial system,
develop analytic abilities and pres-
entation skills.

NOW ACCEPTING PS - 8TH GRADE APPLICATIONS

saklan|valley|school

w52~ An Independent School for Preschool through 8th Grade

b -

LEARN MERE ABOUT US

Balanced Academics & Inspiring Environment

Humanities, Foreign Languages,
the Arts, Leadership Education, Small Classes,
Structure, Community and Friendships

——

 OWER A DOZEN DIFFERENT
KINDS OF BOXES

» SPECIALTY BOXES FOR
MIRRORS & ARTWORK,

) ELECTROMICS

» WARDROBE BOXES WITH ' i
HANG BaAR E |

* FURNITURE & MATTRESS & =
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1'. DisSH AND GLASSWARE BOXES WiTH
PROTECTIVE INSERTS

» 3 ETYLES OF LOCKS INCLUDING HIGH
SECURITY DISC LOCKS

* FILE BOXES WITH
LIDE, JUST IN TIME
FOR YEAR'S END

RENT)SPACE

| s Pl bl iy B !

FREE $5 STARBUCKS CARD
WHEN YOU VISIT 5A & TOUR
OUR FACILITY! L

8925-631-7000
458 MoRAGA R, STE. F
WWW B ASPACE.COM
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All about Annie

Submitted by Catherine Soso

= T

—— 5

rrrrr

Julia Meckes (left)) and Maritza Grillo

he Bulldog Theater Company

at the Orinda Intermediate
School (OIS) has been in rehearsal
since January, for its Leapin’Lizards
spring musical, Annie. With two
complete casts (actors and technical
crew) the production involves 105
students. The process requires quite
a commitment from the students as
they rehearse after school two to
three days per week. All parents of
cast members volunteer for the
many facets of the production, in
order to successfully bring the mu-
sical to the stage April 21st — 24th.

Beyond putting on a good
show and gaining theater skills,
there are other benefits to becom-
ing involved in the Company. Core
values of respect, work ethic and
“heart” are stressed throughout the
process. There is also an arm of ed-
ucation involved to enhance life
skills. With Annie kids explore the
depression era as they work on
character identification, which
gives them empathy to that time in
our nation’s history. Given the state
of our current economy, parallels
are likely to be drawn. Teamwork
is reinforced during the rehearsals
and a real sense of community is
established. Performing and partic-
ipating in the theater often mixes
middle school kids in a different
way, as they pursue a common in-
terest outside the classroom.

A veteran leadership team is
in place to help the students to the
stage. This will be Director Clive

Worsley’s seventh production with
the OIS Bulldog Theater Company.
He is also the Artistic Director of
the Town Hall Theatre in Lafayette,
and an Associate Artist with the
California Shakespeare Theater. He
has been teaching “Shakespeare in
the Classroom” to OIS 7th graders,
for the past 8 years. All students
strongly benefit from Clive’s expe-
rience as an award winning actor
and director, who has worked in
theatres throughout the Bay Area.
Show producer Kathy Simon is re-
sponsible for supporting the cast
and crew for her 6th play at OIS.
She oversees sets, props, costumes,
make-up, backstage, tickets, pub-
licity and house operations. Her

Photo provided

ability to match parent volunteers
with the production duties and her
organizational skills are extraordi-
nary. Music Director Yvonne Fuh-
riman, Technical Manager Aubyn
Severson and Choreographer
Emily Morrison round out the lead-
ership team.

There will be no better
ticket in town when ANNIE takes
center stage at OIS. The Bulldog
Theater Company is sponsored by
the OIS Parents’ Club, the Orinda
Arts Council and Cal Shakes (Cal-
ifornia Shakespeare Theater.) Treat
yourself to an afternoon or evening
of musical theater and support our
community’s developing young
artists.

SHOWTIMES

Thursday, April 22 at 4:30pm

LOCATION

80 lvy Drive, Orinda
925-258-3090

TICKETS
no reserved tickets) $6.00

Premier Seating $10.00
Standard Seating $8.00

Wednesday, April 21 at 4:30pm

Friday, April 23 at 5:00pm and 8:00pm
Saturday, April 24th at 3:00pm and 7:00pm

Orinda Intermediate School Multipurpose Room

Wednesday and Thursday Matinee Show (open seating,

All other shows are reserved seating:

ON-LINE TICKET ORDERS will be available after March 26th.
Information will be posted at www.orindaschools.org/ois

BOX OFFICE is open one hour prior to each performance
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Lafayette Elementary ¢ Los Perales ¢ Miramonte ¢ Orinda Academy
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Springhill « Stanley Middle ¢ St. Perpetua School « Wagner Ranch
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Acalanes High School ¢ Bentley School ¢ Burton Valley * Camino
Pablo Campolindo ¢ Contra Costa Jewish Day School ¢ Del Rey
Donald L. Rheem ¢ Glorietta + Happy Valley ¢ Joaquin Moraga
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AUHSD Teachers Seek to be Part of the Solution

By Jean Follmer

taring down a $4.8 million

deficit for the 2010/11 school
year has been no easy task for the
top-rated high school district in Cal-
ifornia. AUHSD Superintendent
John Stockton recently applauded
the Acalanes district teachers for
being part of the solution. “The ex-
emplary quality of the Acalanes
Union High School District has re-
cently been demonstrated by its
teachers.

These professionals joined
together last week to show a strong
commitment to their students, com-
munity, and peers,” Stockton said in
a May 5 memorandum.

The district recently reached
a 3-year contractual agreement with
the Acalanes Education Association

teachers. “This agreement exem-
plifies a sincere desire by our teach-
ers to do their part, and much more,
to buffer our students from the full
brunt of state funding cutbacks,”
continued Stockton.

Acalanes Education Associa-
tion President and Las Lomas teacher,
Jennifer Nickl, said the teachers are
dedicated to their students. “Eighty-
five percent of our members have
chosen to sacrifice for our students —
we’ve ‘come to the party’, as it is,”
said Nickl. In addition to the devas-
tating, pending teacher lay-offs, com-
pensation concessions on the part of
teachers will include:

5 unpaid furlough days for the
next 2 school years
¢ Increased class sizes

* Reduction in health benefits
* Cost containment measures on
retiree benefits

Non-credentialed and admin-
istrative employees will make sim-
ilar compensation sacrifices.

Nickl said the AEA has
stressed to teachers that, although
there will be pink slips issued,
“don’t bring that message back to
the classroom.” Contract negotia-
tions were very difficult, according
to Nikl, because the furlough days
will result in $2.7 million in salary
cuts and the health benefits reduc-
tions were hard to digest. ‘“People
who had a particular doctor for
many years or had gotten particular
services have to make changes. As
education professionals, we always

knew we were paid less than other
professionals but we felt somehow
compensated because of the bene-
fits,” said Nickl.

Although she holds hope re-
garding the State projections that
the school budget dilemma will
start turning around by 2014, Nikl
said parents, teachers and commu-
nities have to operate as though it
won’t. “I’'m beginning to lose faith
in any data analysis or collection of
any kind. I’'m glad we’ve settled
our contracts so we can focus on
passing Measure A,” said Nickl,
adding that the AEA will be visibly
supporting the passage of Measure
A and are giving out car signs that
say “Another AEA member for
Measure A.”

Dates: June 21 - July 2 g‘i . [\{
Ages: 7-12 years 2
Location: Hacienda de las Flores
Telephone: (925) 455-0600

Website: www.magiccamp.org

MAGIC JUGGLING PUPPETS

Celebrating Lamorinda’s High School Artists

By Cristina Kim

“What art offers is space - a certain breathing room for the spirit.”’ ~John Updike

L

Best in Show and 2D third place winner, Tina Curriel, smiles in front of

her winning piece
he Orinda Arts Council’s 7th
Annual Student Visual Arts
Competition announced its win-
ners on March 10th at the Orinda
Library Gallery. Packed with stu-

Photo Ohlen Alexander

dent artists, friends, family, and
community members the gallery,
which exhibited over 200 works of
student art, was alive with positive
energy and loud cheers for the win-

ners. Miramonte, Campolindo,
Bentley, College Prep, Head
Royce, Holden High, and the
Orinda Academy all had student
representatives who competed in
the three major categories; 2D, 3D,
and Photography. The competition
was funded and supported by the
Orinda Arts Council; in each cate-
gory there were first, second and
third prizes as well as a number of
honorable mentions, all of which
garnered monetary rewards. Local
artists with expertise in these cate-
gories acted as bipartisan judges
who ranked and critiqued the stu-
dents’ works.

In addition to the traditional
categories, this year marked the first
ever “Best in Show” award which,
unlike the other categories, was
voted on by the public. Using their
cell phones, people who entered the
gallery were encouraged to text in a
vote for their favorite piece of art-
work. The voting period opened on
March 5, 2010, and closed at 5:00
p.m. on March 10th. Tina Curiel, a

Campolindo senior, won the Best in
Show Award as well a shared third
place in the 2D category. An avid
fan and protector of wildlife, her
winning piece, titled “Vulnerable,”
depicts a rhinoceros painted over
collaged dictionary pages.

Curiel explains, "“Vulnerable’
was inspired by a trip to the San
Francisco Zoo, like most of my oil
paintings. It was inspired by the fact
that the rhinoceros is a powerful and
ancient creature, which has no real
predators in the wild yet is nearly
extinct.” She attributes her love of
animals and art to her grandmother
and puts a great deal of thought into
her artwork. She was very happy
with both her third place and “Best
in Show” awards. Curiel elabo-
rates, “I am delighted and honored
to be the viewer's choice winner.
After pouring hours into my art, it
is gratifying to see other people en-
joying my work.” She will continue
pursuing her love of art this coming
fall at Oakland’s California College
of the Arts.

The 7th Annual Student

Visual Arts Competition Winners

2D

1) EvkaWhaley-Mayda (12th Grade, Bentley)

2) Marina Kawata (11th Grade, Miramonte)

3) Cassandra Cronin (11th Grade, Miramonte) & Tina Curiel
(12th Grade, Campolindo)

Honorable Mentions

Daniel Coleman (12th Grade, Miramonte), Jessica Leimone
(12th Grade, Miramonte), Caitlin MacAdam (12th Grade, Campolindo)
3D

1) Daniel Coleman (12th Grade Miramonte)

2) Deeqa Mohamed (12th Grade, Bentley)

3) Andrew Girardi (11th Grade, Acalanes)

Honorable Mentions

Kate Sciamanna (12th Grade, Miramonte), Remy Miller (12th
Grade, Miramonte), Bailey Tumas (12th Grade, Miramonte),
Jaques Avalos (12th Grade, Miramonte), Peter Nork (12th
Grade, Acalanes)

Photography

1) Macy Miller (12th Grade, Miramonte)

2) Ruthie Shapiro (11th Grade, Campolindo)

3) John Kennedy (12th Grade, Acalanes)

3) Sam Crossley (10th Grade, Campolindo)

Scouts Meet Garbage

Submitted by Kana Ryan

he Wolf Scout den from Pack
505 recently toured the Con-
tra Costa Transfer Station in Mar-
tinez. The tour was a part of
learning about their living world.
The scouts got to see how the

garbage trucks dump the garbage
inside the transfer station and how
the bulldozers push the garbage into
holes where it is piled into semi
trucks for transfer to the landfill.
Our tour guides, Jennifer Brennan

Photo provided

and R.C. Ferris, explained how
much garbage is brought in each
day (over 2000 Ibs) and how often
there are recyclable items in the
garbage. The transfer station does-
n’t do any sorting so those recy-

clables end up in the landfill along
with the other garbage. The mounds
of garbage and of course the smell
made a big impact on the scouts.
The scouts committed to double
their efforts at home to help their
families reduce, reuse and recycle.

At the end of the tour the
scouts were rewarded with a real
treat. One of the drivers, Mr. Manuel
Martinez, graciously answered
some of the scouts’ questions and
even invited the boys to look under
the hood of his semi-truck. He let
each one of them climb into the seat
of his truck and honk the horn. At
the end, in response to our thank
you’s, Mr. Martinez told the boys
the one thing they could do for him
in return was to do a good deed for
someone else, as that was the only
thanks that he needed.

ORINDA ACADEMY

PARENTS, STUDENTS & TEACHERS WORKING TOGETHER

oy

College Prep « Grades 7-12 « Small Classes

OPEN HOUSE
April 21st at 7pm

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS NOW
Summer School and Fall Openings

Come spend a magical week at
our Spring and Summer Camps
learning to ride in our
great, outdoor environment!

SrrinNG BREAK Canip April &0
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BIRTHDAY PARTIES: Experence the magic of
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On March 4th, teachers from the Moraga School District wore red in protest of the State budget EMaIL: hirails@astound. net

Castle Rock Arabians
1350 Castle Rock Road
Walnut Creek, CA 943598

WER SITE: waanacastlonockarabdans com

cuts that threaten the schools. In the picture, 23 teachers and staff from Camino Pablo Elementary = '.; 3 L . !_’ x

were joined by ten teachers from Rheem Elementary, five from Los Perales and five from Joaquin I (_ -H'En‘! L5 I\- OCK 4 i racrans

Moraga Intermediate School. Photo Sophie Braccini Estalfished 1071
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Submit stories to schooldesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Drainage, Inc.|| - &5
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INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

¢ French Drains
e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems www-LT '

e Subdrain Systems e
lamorinda

* Sump Pumps ¥

* Retaining Walls wee Y-Com.

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways || Sho oo storesare aval

are archived back to our
first issue (March, 2007).
You can read the
current issue at the Read
Online tab, or click Archive
to read earlier issues.

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

p MO

N For your convenience, all
9 25 [ 3 7 7 o 9 209 |S VX stories are available as a
o CoeC] 4 .
LM _rF o single-page for
1

downloading or
sending to friends
and family.

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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Springhill 5th Grade Gets “Greased”

Submitted by Debbie Fugate

The Springhill Fifth Grade class presented Grease Junior on Photo provided
March 1st and 2nd. The show was directed by Leslie Noel of the Peter Pan Foundation.

MARA
CONSTRUCTION

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20" YEAR IN BUSINESS

Y

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION
*NEW CUSTOM BUILDS *ADDITIONS *CUSTOM KITCHENS *CUSTOM BATHS
*DOORS/WINDOWS  *TILE/PAVERS

*RETAINING WALL
*ELECTRICAL/CUSTOM WIRING

*FOUNDATIONS:

« RE-LEVELING

« STRUCTURAL REPAIR
« DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

WWW.MARACONSTRUCTION.COM

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
ANTHONY MARAMONTE

510-385-8251 - MaraConst@comcast.net
License # 586512

= Comfortable, Convenient
Family and
Cosmetic Dentistry

= Certified in Full Mouth
Reconstruction

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS

Moraga
925-376-4602 I
1030 Country Club Drive

Jim Colhou%

2| You'll love the convenient location
of this new Lafayette listing.
| With 2340 S.F. of living space and
BE 2 completely remodeled kitchen,
| this home is sure to please!
Open Sunday March 21 from 1-4.
B CallJim for price

mention this ad to
receive $40 off any
dental trefment

L
.
Member:

o ADA = CDA = CCDS = AACD

—

#®

Prudential
California Realty

www.821AvalonAvenue.com

Prime Burton Valley Location

It's an easy walk to Burton Valley
School from this ideally located
home. With a park-like backyard
featuring swimming pool, gardens
and play area, this home is a perfect
summer playground.

Open Sunday March 21, 1-4pm
www.566ArrowheadDrive.com

- ¢ o N $1,149,000

If you're thinking of making a move, call Jim today for a free
comprehensive staging and market analysis.

St. Perpetua School Celebrates Dr. Seuss
Submitted by Monica Chappell

"Read-In," favorite author
dress-up day and a young author
contest. This NEA sponsored
program is now in its 8th year.
NEA’s Read Across America
Day--celebrated annually on Dr.
Seuss's birthday, March 2--gen-
erates enthusiasm for reading
nationwide and focuses the
country’s attention on how im-
portant it is to motivate children
to read. "Reading opens the
doors to achievement, and are
crucial building blocks toward
making the joys of reading an
integral part of every child’s
life," stated Karen Goodshaw,
Principal of St. Perpetua school.
To learn more about this Na-
tional event or St. Perpetua
school visit www.stperpetua.org

AN
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Photo Joanne Easton
Perpetua school in Lafayette
with a week-long schedule of
activities which included a

he National Education As-
sociation's Read Across
America was celebrated at St.

Into the Woods

Submitted by Natalie Wheeler

Performances: Photo provided
March 18-20 at 7:30pm - Thurs, Fri, Sat evenings
March 21 at 2:00pm - Sun Matinee

March 25-27 at 7:30 pm - Thurs, Fri, Sat evenings
March 27 at 2:00pm - Sat Matinee

Miramonte High School’s Spring Musical, Into
the Woods opens this week; for tickets go to
http://miramonte.acalanes.k12.ca.us.

Happy Valley Girls Scouts

Submitted by Sandra Patterson
F.. he 2nd grade Happy Valley
B ' Girl Scout Troop 30659

chose for its service project this
year to visit and bring cheer to
those residents at the Lafayette
Woodland Nursing Inn.

On February 18, 2010, the
Girl Scouts visited the patrons. The
Girl Scouts distributed bookmarks
they had made and decorated at
their January troop meeting. They
also served cookies and punch.
They began the visit by singing sev-
eral Girl Scout songs they learned
over the past few months and
shared the Girl Scout Promise.
They carried out the part of the
promise that day to “help people at
all times.” Photo provided

Pack 459 Arrow of Light Ceremony

Submitted by Sandra McGonigle

Photo provided

Congratulations to these 2nd
year Webelos who partici-
pated in the Arrow of Light Cere-
mony on March 2nd. They crossed
the Blue and Gold bridge and are all
joining a local Boy Scout Troop.
New Scouts (Back row L-R) Hank

Catron, Drew Barber, Tim Tague,
Will Lyons, Tyler Abramson, Nicky
Millham, Emerson Smith, Stephen
Schmidt, Griffin Ansel, Cole Wolfe,
Carter Wirtz, (Front row, L-R)
Casey McGonigle, Sam Sernett,
Marky Presten, John Berg, Christo-

pher Warthen, Billy Howard, Jesse
Wilkinson. Thanks to Den Leader
Greg Ansel, who guided these
eighteen boys over the past five
years while fulfilling their Cub
Scout requirements in Orinda’s
Pack 459.



o/o’[/m

OUR HONES

Lamorinda Weekly Volume 04

Issue 1 Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Bringing Back the Natives
Annual Garden Tour on May 2nd

By Sophie Braccini
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The Mead-Reynolds garden features an antique lithograph press; in the foreground is Cahforma Gooseberry (Ribes californicum), behind the press grows a native grass, California F escue (Festuca californica)

2006, Lois Reynolds and Terry Mead went on

E Zhe “Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour”
The Orinda couple had always wanted to trans-

form their side and back gardens from concrete and
dirt to something more appealing and sustainable; it
was not until they visited the garden of landscape ar-
chitect Rick Alatorre during the tour that they decided
to act. This season, the couple’s property will be fea-

tured in the 2010 tour which will take place on Sun-
day, May 2nd. This year’s tour will include two other
Lamorinda gardens; Al Kyte’s native garden in Mor-
aga, which has been growing for over 30 years making
it one of the oldest in the area, and Barbara Leitner’s
garden in Orinda, planted only with natives local to
the San Pablo Creek watershed.

Reynolds and Mead asked Alatorre to help them

Photo Sophie Braccin

create their own native garden, and they are thrillec
with the result. Reynolds (known to Joaquin Morag:
Intermediate School students as art teacher Mrs
Mead, who retired last year), says that her garden i
part of her inspiration to develop her art in new direc-
tions.

... continued on page 4



www.DanaGreenTeam.com

Dana Green Presents...

61 Crest Avenue, AIa

1920's Hlstrlcal Estate! 4BD/3. SBA/3 659+/- Sq. Ft
Offered at $1,399,000

33 Los Arabis Cir., Lafayette
" - I

Renovated Happy Valley Treasure. 5+BD/3.5BA/3800 +/- Sq. Ft.
b Offered at $2 195,000 |
Yo e AR T R Y T T
3576 Powell Drlve, Lafayette i

Modern-Day (2003) Farmhouse! 5BD/5BA/4258 +/- Sq. Ft.
Offered at $2,295,000

Visit DanaGreenilcam.comiforalllofour currentlistings
and amazing properties !

Jox

REALTORS

(925) 339-1918

DanaGreen@Rockcliff.com

Sarah Edwards

Dana Green
Lic. 01482454

OUR HOMES

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Wednesday, March 17,2010 Page: OH 2

LAFAYETTE Last reported: 7 Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an
LOWEST AMOUNT: $560,000 Oakland real estate information company. Sale
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,350,000 prices ?re compute: from the ;our:jty :jransr:’er

tax information shown on the deeds that

MORAGA Last rep orted: 4 record at close of escrow and are published five
LOWEST AMOUNT: $200,000 to eight weeks after such recording. This infor-
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $925,000 mation is obtained from public county records

ORINDA Last reported: 3 and is provided to us by California REsource.
LOWEST AMOUNT: $718,000 Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are li-

) ! able for errors or omissions.
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,125,000
LAFAYETTE

3223 Alta Lane, $600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1410 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 2-11-10

24 Crest Road, $1,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 3832 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 2-19-10

310 Denise Lane, $625,000, 4 Bdrms, 2319 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 2-25-10

3415 Moraga Boulevard, $822,000, 3 Bdrms, 1763 SqFt, 1941 YrBIt, 2-25-10

855 Mountain View Drive, $560,000, 4 Bdrms, 1675 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 2-17-10

3286 Springhill Road, $1,250,000, S Bdrms, 3691 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 2-18-10

3385 West Terrace, $700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1301 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 2-19-10
MORAGA

1838 Joseph Drive, $875,000, 4 Bdrms, 2371 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 2-19-10

4 Ketelsen Court, $200,000, 4 Bdrms, 1988 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 2-17-10

98 Miramonte Drive, $383,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 2-19-10

4S5 Warfield Drive, $925,000, 4 Bdrms, 2412 SqFt, 1965 YrBIt, 2-18-10
ORINDA

10 Albo Court, $770,000, 3 Bdrms, 1690 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 2-22-10

31 Ivy Drive, $718,000, 3 Bdrms, 1803 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 2-11-10

61 Bates Boulevard, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 2480 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 2-23-10

Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded

MORAGA
1965 Ascot Drive #12, 94556, American Home Mortgage, 02-24-10, $332,445, 1130 sf, 2 bd
2 Via Barcelona, 94556, Citimortgage, 02-22-10, $652,902, 1273 sf, 3 bd

ORINDA

10S Rheem Boulevard, 94563, Indymac Mortgage, 02-17-10, $725,655, 1788 sf, 3 bd

Support Lamorinda Weekly by shopping
with our advertisers and telling
them you saw their ad!

Your local free Newspaper
for Lamorinda. Thank you!

Lamorinda Weekly

is an independent publication, produced by and for the residents of
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA
Lamorinda Weekly,
P.O.Box 6133,
Moraga, CA 94570-6133
Phone: 925-377-0977 | Fax:1-800-690-8136
email: info@lamorindaweekly.com

It’s all Online: www.lamorindaweekly.com



THE ELENA HOOD GROUP SELLS LAMORINDA!

2172 SKY VIEW COURT, MORAGA

This stunning home is located on a cul-de-sac within walking
distance of Rancho Laguna Park. Built in 1999 with high ceilings
and spacious floor plan. Over 3400 sqft, 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,

lots of light, new gourmet kitchen, large bonus/media room,
numerous updates throughout. Wonderful private backyard with

southern exposure and expansive views of open space.
CALL FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING
OFFERED AT $1,695,000
WWW.2172SKYVIEWCT.COM

28 Reynolds Ct., Moraga 445 Fernwood Drive, Moraga

Stunning single level Sonsara home with 3 Br, 2.5 BA  Gracious and tranquil cul-de-sac home over 3200 Spacious and remodeled 5 Br, 5Ba, 3334 sqft with
in 2741 sqft. on .34 ac cul-de-sac lot. sqft with 4 Br, 3 Ba and Mt. Diablo views. separate in-law/au-pair suite. Great views!

www.28ReynoldsCt.com $1,295,000 www.657SkyRanchCt.com $1,295,000 www.445 FernwoodDr.com $1,499,000

Spring is here!
The market is still changing....
Home inventory is low...

Call us if you are considering

a move.

13 Teodora Court, Moraga 75 Sanders Ranch Road, Moraga

Special 4 Br, 2.5 Ba 2879 sqft Sanders Ranch home Large updated single level 3574 sqft 4 Br, 3 Ba home
on a .49 ac cul-de-sac lot. Large backyard pool & spa.  with remodeled kitchen on .36 ac. Great floor plan.

www.13TeodoraCourt.com $1,195,000 www.75sandersRanchRd.com $1,485,000

ORINDA - MORAGA - LAFAYETTE

ELENA HOOD

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030 WWW.ORINDA.COM
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Bringing Back the Natives

... continued from page 1

“When we decided to completely re-do our gardenI
started making my first mosaic stepping stones in antici-
pation,” she says, “and I had them ready when he (Ala-
torre) started moving the dirt” One of the things
Reynolds appreciates about Alatorre is that he proposed
a solution to integrate the old lithograph press, which
her grandfather used for his own art, into the garden.
“We designed the garden together, so you could walk
down a path and discover a piece of art at a time.”

The garden needed the addition of copious
quantities of dirt to create mounds for the plants, a new
drainage system, and the installation of a drip irrigation
structure that was used, especially during the first two
years, to establish the natives. “After this first period we
only have to water a bit at the peak of the dry season,”
says Reynolds. Since she was never a gardener,
Reynolds also appreciates the low maintenance needed
to keep her garden beautiful. “The way native flowers re-
seed themselves is fantastic,” she says, “we just have to
do a bit of weeding and the rest takes care of itself.”

ol =

T e
Photos Andy Scheck

Reynolds’ next artistic project will be a mosaic
table for the garden. “Each year I am inspired to do
more,” she says, “somehow the garden and the art are
symbiotic. The garden has also changed what I like and
appreciate in flowers and plants. Iused to like long-
stemmed roses to make bouquets. Now, with my native
flowers, I create very different flower arrangements that I
like just as much, if not more.”

For Al Kyte, native gardening is a matter of vi-
sion and philosophy. A native gardener for 35 years, the
Moraga resident is a local icon when it comes to native
plant gardening. “To create a landscape exclusively of
native plants is forward-looking in terms of water con-
servation,” explains Kyte, “it integrates with the sur-
rounding areas, maintains the semi-rural feel, and can be
beautiful and distinctive as well.” His garden is an ab-
solute must-see with over 100 species of California na-
tives, displaying an amazing array of colors and
landscaping styles from a manzanita-based chaparral in
front to a varied, open woodland with a twenty-five foot
long stream in the back. Most of the established plants
receive no summer water.

The gardens are excellent habitats for local wild
life, an additional benefit of planting a native plant gar-
den. Barbara Leitner, whose Orinda garden will be
open to visitors this year, is very motivated by this as-
pect of native plants; or to be true to her pursuit, of local
plants indigenous to our watersheds. “I have worked
with the City of Orinda as a consultant about creek-
friendly plants and stream-side planting that would pro-
vide wild life habitat,” says Leitner, “one of the
recommendations was to use local plants because they
fit better with the environment, and they will have no
negative impact on the wild population in and outside

*
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Lois Reynolds and a “Tranquilon Ridge” Pink
Flowering Currant

the planting area.” To plant her garden, Leitner gave
seeds she collected at salvage sites to a local nursery to
grow. The garden is now three years old and has not re-
quired watering since its second year.

To register for the 2010 Bringing Back the Na-
tives Garden Tour, go to
www.bringingbackthenatives.net.

Clarkia flower bouquet Photo provided
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Kurt Piper presents...

'.'l' W s 7. .
851 Puradlse Couri Lafayeﬂe

Prime downtown location. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1650 square
foot ranch style house steps to town, trail, schools and BART.
New kitchen, baths and hardwood floors.

Offered at $985,000

3575 Springhill Road, Lafayette

Private Springhill retreat. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1650 square
feet, 3 acre lot. Brand new kitchen, maple flooring. Quiet
setting among natural beauty.

Offered at $749,000

616 Hunilelgh Drlve, Lafayette

Exquisite Burton Valley home. 3 bedroom, 2 bath rancher on
a gorgeous lot. Designer touches, crown molding and hard-
wood floors. Remodeled bathrooms. Large backyard patio and
l sprawling lush lawns. Offered at $949,000

(925) 254-0505

H'HJ 2!1-15:1

Lamorinda

Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bath home plus separate guest

cottage. Gourmet kitchen, updated baths, Andersen windows.

Easy access to regional trail and a short walk to downtown.
Offered at $799,000

-911 Oak Street Lufuyeﬂe

Town and country. Updated 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with
spectacular views of Mt. Diablo. Gorgeous property with
mature oaks, flat lawn area. Steps to town, trail, schools,
restaurants, BART and new Lafayette library.

Offered at $789,000

Kurt Piper

* Over 400 closed transactions
17 years as a leading broker
* 35 year resident of Lamorinda

25-253-2527

Kurt@kurtpiper.com | www.kurtpiper.com
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Patricia Battersby Ashley Battersby
925-330-66b3 325-3.23-9955
ph@patriciabattersby.com ashley@patriciabattersby.com
DRE® DOEGAAED DRER 01407784

West side Alamo Eastern traditional at end of cul-de-sac. Gated
with circular drive. Magnificent .7 acre level totally private yard.

4BR + office. Great location & schools. Offered at 51,150,000
www, patriciabattersby.com

Pamela is open for business!

Pamela Halloran,

Broker Associate

Village Associates

(925) 323-4100

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com
www.PamelaHalloran.com

"Put Pamela's 20 +
years of experience
to work for you!"

llage
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Call her with all your
real estate needs.

OUR HOMES
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Catching the Rain

By Sophie Braccini

utter door Photo Andy Schec
is one of Deva Rajan’s simple pleas-
7\&5 to collect rainwater from the
gutters that have been cleaned by the
winter showers, and to make tea with it.
“What better use of the rain water can one
make?” asks the Canyon resident. At the
other end of the scale of rain catchment,
Canyon Construction, the developer that
restored the Moraga Barn, collects 15,000
gallons of rain water every winter in three
concrete tanks buried on its premises,
“that’s enough to sustain 100% of our land-
scaping over the whole season,” says Chris
Avant, the company’s president. And in the
middle of the scale, residents like Andy
Scheck, the publisher of the Lamorinda

Weekly, use home-made systems to make
the best possible use of the water that falls
from our skies.

“When I came here from Germany, I
was very surprised to notice that no one
was collecting water from their gutters,”
says Scheck, “there, it is standard to have an
outlet where the gutter comes down. Not
everybody uses it, but the possibility is al-
ways there” Scheck decided to construct
his own gutter-door in order to catch the
winter rain. He first made a paper model
for the door and cut an opening in the gut-
ter; he then built a door, which is now at-
tached to the gutter, from a sheet of metal.
“I have a piece of pipe that I attach to the
door to fill a large can located on the side
of the house,” he says, “once the first can is
tull, another pipe conducts the water to the
next can.”

Scheck’s system does not have the
storage capacity to fully meet his landscape
watering needs, but the collected water is
used from September to April and it some-
what reduces his water bill for the whole
year.

Suzanne Jones, on the other hand, has
a 10,000 gallon storage tank that catches
enough water to maintain her native plant
garden year round. When we remodeled
our house, we buried a stainless steel tank
under the deck,” says the Bollinger Canyon
resident, “it is connected to half of our gut-
ters.” Jones was able to locate a Santa Rosa
company that was ready to sell her the

= DGR AR Ry
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Photo courtesy Canyon Construction
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stainless steel tank, usually destined for
wine storage, at a good price. “I wanted
something recyclable and was glad to find
this beautiful tank for only 10-20% more
than a plastic tank.” Jones plans to add a
second tank in the future to sustain a veg-
etable garden. “When we re-did our
plumbing system we made sure that it
would be grey-water-recycling ready,” adds
Jones, “it will be easy to divert the water
from our laundry to water our trees when
we are ready to do so.”

A do-it-yourself enthusiast, Scheck
has also set in place a home-made grey-
water recycling system. “It helps that the
bathtub is set by a window;” he says, “when
the bath is over, we put the hose that sits
outside the window in the tub and start a
small pump.” It takes five minutes to re-
cover the water that is later used in the gar-
den. “When the drought started last year
it felt wrong to take baths,” says Scheck’s
wife, Wendy, “this system is perfect and I
enjoy my bath guilt-free.”
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Andy Scheck with his bathtub
pump system  Photo Sophie Braccini

34 Sanford Lane, Lafayette Coming Soon
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54_ East Altarinda Dr.! Orinda_
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Huge 1/4 million $ Reduction! Sensational 4/3, 3000+ sf in
Orindawoods. Views, private 1/3 ac, gorgeous. $1,049,000

HOLLY HENKEL
SRES

925 360-2390
holly@hollyhenkel.com

San Francisco Style Living! 3900 sf single story in
Hidden Oaks, private 1/2 level acre. $2,595,000

Awvailable Soon!

Lafayette
Trail Home

East Coast Tr

“PRICE CHECK”

January - February 2010
Days on Market
Average Sold Price
Number of homes sold

59 Meadow View Road, Orinda

3800+ sf on .37 ac, Glorietta area. $1,575,000

Lafayette
74

$1,056,500

20

CALL US!

Moraga
44
$867,000
8
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Rain and grey water stored in barrels provide all the water for the Scheck's vegetable garden

Page: OH 7

L] FI-...

WE KNOW THE MARKET!

A

Orinda
80

$1,022,500

17

3954 Quail Ridge Rd., Lafayette

G - = | i
Happy Valley Mediterranean! 5000 sf magnificent
5 bed, 4.5 ba updated on 2.5 acres. $1,750,000

Coming Soon
= =7 2
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PATTY & GENE CRONIN
BROKER. CRS
925.872.3842
Www.pattycroninproperties.com
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G.B. DUARTE
CONSTRUCTION

INTERLOCKING PAVINGSTONES Lic. 561232

T)avmqscapeq in the Finest

Roman Tradition

Free Estimates

: bduarte@aol.comk
RN EVOR] patios | walls &

driveways

Peralta Construction

CUSTOM HOMES | ADDITIONS | REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692

www.peraltaconstruction.com

DESIGN [:18]|88) SUSTAIN

LANDart

Designer Gardens
www.jklandart.com

925.766.3738

Cont. Lic# C27-715459

MICHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

925.631.1055

Lic# 681593

OUR HOMES

www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

“A little bit of myself '@? %l
goes into every job.”

Michael VerBrugge,
Clean | Courteous | Conscientious

Owner,
Moraga Resident

On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£~ 925-377-0977

The Good Psychology
of Inspections — For Sellers!

By Ken Ryerson

r both buyers and sellers, inspec-

tions rank as one of the cheapest

kinds of insurance a housing consumer
can purchase.

Inspections provide protection
for both parties when participating in
the largest financial transaction that
most will ever make in their lifetime.
Buyers receive assurance in knowing
what they are getting BEFORE they
commit to years of monetary responsi-
bility. Likewise, sellers are safeguarded
down the road against lawsuits about
undisclosed problems in their former
home.

The cost for this sound, piece of
mind assurance, is modest. If you are
buying a single-family detached home
in the Lamorinda area, a thorough in-
spection of the home and property gen-
erally costs around $1,500.

What are you getting for this ex-
penditure? What should be tested as
part of the inspection process? In my
opinion, the answer is Everything. A
complete general inspection should in-
clude an examination of the foundation,
plumbing, roof, chimney and fireplace,
windows and doors, electrical and heat-
ing systems, and drainage and soil con-
dition. I also recommend that the
inspection include a close look at any-
thing unique or specific to the property.

There are many types of inspec-
tions that span across various forms of
specialization and expertise. In the
Lamorinda area, a pest inspection is at
the top of the list. A pest report should
always be completed by a licensed pest
inspector, and will only cover the areas
of the home that are readily accessible
for inspecting.

In Northern California, a pest re-
port primarily serves to identify what
type of dry rot and fungus damage are
present in a home. It is common for
even the most immaculate home to
have some amount of repair that is
needed. For older properties, repair
costs can run into the tens of thousands
of dollars.

Pest reports generally discover
some deficiencies in Bay Area homes
therefore; they are customarily pro-
vided up front by the seller and at the

seller’s expense. However, this is not al-
ways the case, and if for some reason a
pest report has not been provided, I
highly recommend that any buyer pur-
chase one at their own expense. In the
Lamorinda area, a typical pest report by
alicensed inspector costs around $300.
Other inspection services avail-
able include structural and engineering
analysis, mold inspection, drainage,
feng chi study, and landscaping or tree
examination, but the list is endless and
the choices need be commensurate
with the house and the environment.
Why do I claim inspections rep-
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Dry rot on aroof beam

resent good psychology? Couldn’t an
inspection reveal problems for a seller
and scare off potential buyers? Today’s
real estate market is challenging enough
when a home is void of problems; the
last thing any seller needs in today’s
market are reports stating several prob-
lems with their home.

Contrary to the belief that buyer’s
will back away from purchasing a home
due to issues brought to light from in-
spections, is the reality that buyers typ-
ically back out of a deal because of
financing issues or psychological fears.

... continued on page 10

SOLAR POWIER WERNT

Start saving on cooling bills up to 30" immediatly!

Authorized dealer for Attic Breeze.
Lifetime warranty, made in the US.

No Wiring
No Electricity

Removes dangerous heat and moisture from attic
rolongs roof life

nvironmentally friendly operation

- Adjustable solar panel for optimum exposure.

« One unit vents up to 2,300 square feet of attic space.

« Solar panel is hail and foreign object impact resistant.

Lic. 633641

Call Jim 925-303-0107



PACIFIC UNION INTERNATIONAL

PACIFIC
UNION

GMAC Real Estate

International
Exclusive Affiliate of

CHRISTIE'S

GREAT ESTATES®

The Fine Art Of Fine Property™

www.PacUnion.com

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 100 | Orinda

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM

%M ?’éé' Ry ;2 L

41 Lambeth Square, Moraga 59 Lambeth Square, Moraga |6 Corte Monterey, Moraga

| 925.258.0090

In The Heart of Sleepy HoIIowI
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
17 Ndrmancjy

Lane, ?ri‘ﬁda

P
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This warm and distinctive 3900 sq ft tradltlonal is situated on a half acre lot
with a soccer size backyard. The residence features 4 bedrooms and 2 V>
baths with an office and has been beautifully updated. The kitchen and family
room have access to the yard, deck and a charming brick patio. The home is
surrounded by sensational gardens and large grassy lawns outlined with a
variety of fruit and oak trees. A short walk to Sleepy Hollow Elementary.
Offered at $1,995,000

MARGOT & HAL KAUFMAN
Margot 925.260.4787  Hal 925.260.4799

More info and pictures at
www.theKaufmans.com

Margot@theKaufmans.com
Hal@theKaufmans.com

A
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Mediterranean Gem

This home oozes character and charm.
Private courtyard, custom iron gates & arched
front doors. Hardwood floors, vaulted,
beamed ceilings and views of hills. Updated
kitchen with cherry cabinets, granite, stainless
appliances, and breakfast bar opening to
family room. Luxurious master suite w/
retreat, two walk-in closets, sitting area, &
bath wijetted tub & shower.Two other
bedrooms, office and bonus room.Three yard
settings — pool/spa, view sitting areas, and
garden /play yard. Private setting on cul-de-sac.

Listed for $1,229,500

Charming Traditional
with St. Mary’s Views

4 bed, 2 bath on cul-de-sac with
beautiful views of St Mary’s. Formal
dining, large, sunny family room,
updated granite baths, kitchen
wi/possibility for expansion,

pool & grassy areas. Dual-pane
windows, hardwood floors,

new carpet and paint.

Listed for $949,950

Wendy Holcenberg

wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630

Campolindo Home on Huge Lot

This private home sits on 1.4 acres of
gardens, backing to a trail to the Lafayette
Reservoir. Upon entering this single-story
home on a cul-de-sac you're greeted by a
combined living/formal dining room with
views of hills. The kitchen and dinette are
open to the family room and have raised
beamed ceilings. There are three bedrooms
and two baths, new carpet, dual-paned
windows and a laundry room.The lot
includes a patio and extensive gardens.This
home needs some cosmetic updates, but
what a fabulous opportunity!

Listed for $779,500

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

coLDweLL
BANKER O

EESIDENTIAL BROKERACE
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OUR HOMES

Solatubg®

choicg 7 * »

Aninspection report, promotes trust
and comfort which helps buyers
overcome their fears.

When Isell my home—which
I'won't be for some time—Iwill doc-
ument current problems, past prob-
lems, potential problems and
especially issues that I don’t see as a
problem, but someone else may find
to be a huge problem. I have found
that the more information that s pro-
vided by the seller, the less concerned
abuyer tends to be.

It is more often the case thata

e Affordable way
to brighten any home
e Installs in just 2 hours

LY

1
L kAP f % \
eal 'roof %
DESIGN| 'l" L

Make the right choice and
brighten dark rooms too!
Act now- see our website for specials:
Visit www.solabrite.com
Sola-Brite

Solatube ® Premier Dealer
(925) 600-1400 -

= Lic# 875357 {®° SOLATUBE

"X .-"___‘*VisitDealershipWehsitefordetails. - motinin aiging

€ 2 2 2 2 2 b 2 2 2 b 2 2 2 b 2 2 2% 2 b 2 2 24 b 6 2% % b il il i

seller provides limited information

and the buyer becomes fixated on

DESIGN UE R D
INSTALLATION “ I G
IRRIGATION ©a e
DRAINAGE =
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK ' 9252589233
DECKS CELL: 510-847-6160
FENCES
PATIOS LANDSCAPE Co.
LAWNS
PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
CLEANUP & OWNER/OPERATOR % =
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633
McDonnell () Nursery
Shop now
and earn McPo,,”e 17%
McDonnell BUCKS! ! Buey, timer

For every $10 you spend in
March and April you earn one
McDonnell Buck (10%).
Redeem your Bucks in August.

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

- Open Daily -

nursery.co

<

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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one or two items. And if it is the
Buyer that uncovers the problem,
psychology dictates that the undis-
closed matter becomes the central
issue. I've seen many deals collapse
as aresult of non-disclosure.

What about sellers? In the early
2000's some sellers provided a gen-
eral home inspection report up front,
knowing that eager buyers in that hot
market would forego any inspections
in an effort to secure a particular
property. Today the tables are turned
and it’s the seller who may forego
providing an inspection. This is a
risky move and here is what I advise
my Sellers:

“T'am a firm believer that the
best thing you can do in today’s mar-
ket is to encourage a Buyer to have
any and all inspections of the home.
From aliability perspective, the more
complete due diligence performed by
the Buyer, the less likely it is that an
unknown problem will surface later.
When a Buyer discovers problems
after they have moved into the prop-
erty, the recourse is more costly and
time consuming.”

Most sellers are very honest
when disclosing known problems in
their house. But problems can exist
that a seller may not know about, es-
pecially for distressed properties that
have not been maintained.

The most common suit stem-
ming from a home purchase is when
a Buyer sues the Seller for issues dis-
covered after the close of escrow.
This includes issues that the Seller
was not aware of, and this is why in-
spections offer valuable liability pro-
tection.

As markets change, this protec-
tion is more important than ever. A
Buyer who bought in a rush during
the bull market may now be unhappy
in this El Nino year to find that their
garage fills with water during every
heavy rain or that the roofleaks.

While most will consider the
problem alesson learned and engage
a drainage specialist or roofer to fix
the problem, some elect to sue the
Seller. It's not surprising to learn that
the number of such lawsuits increase
when the market s sliding downward
and home prices are falling,
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The Good Psychology of Inspections — For Sellers!

... continued from page 8

In closing, my advice to a Seller
is to disclose everything. As for Buy-
ers, you should ‘Inspect, Inspect, In-
spect’ (especially if you're looking at
abank-owned foreclosure property).

Whether a Seller or a Buyer,
these policies are good psychology.
Whether you are leaving the keys for
the new owners or you are the new
owners in possession of the keys, the
condition of the home sold and
bought s exactly what it was reported
to be.

Ken Ryerson's
Inspection Team

Home Inspectors:

Crampton Inspection Services
-(925) 376-7707

Western Home Inspections —
(925) 837-7363

Chimney Inspections:

Sal Russo - (925) 673-0546
Structural Engineering:

Dan Szumski - (510) 418-7155
Roof Inspections:

Delta Roofing - (925) 513-8759
Drainage / Retaining Walls:
Mike Kelley - (925) 946-5155
Land Surveyor:

Don Vegvary —(925) 947-1051
Pool Inspectors:

Aqua Pro - (925) 673-7000
Termite:

Q Termite - (925) 229-1481

Ken Ryerson lives in Moraga
with his wife, Linda and their
two children.

Ken is a Lamorinda Residential
Real Estate Specialist

with Pacific Union in Orinda.
If you have any questions

or comments, he can be
reached at 925-878-9685

or via email at
Ken@RyersonRealty.com
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Isolated Moraga Needs to
Get Organized for Effective

Emergency Response
Submitted by Julie Lindemann, MNEP Steering Committee

www.lamorindaweekly.com

OUR HOMES

The members of the MNEP Steer-
ing Committee are: Co-chairs Gary &
Linda Borrelli, Bruce Berman, Frans
Hoffman, Herb Lederman, Julie Linde-
mann, Cindy Petrini, Barbara Renz and
Lonnie Treat.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY g
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You can get involved today by
emailing the Steering Committee a
MoragaNEP@gmail.com.

Neighborhood Hosts are needed
as well as Neighborhood Captains
Donations are welcome.

line leak while Gary Borrelli, Frans Hoffman and Linda Borrelli observe

he recent catastrophes in Haiti and

Chile are grim reminders of the dan-
gers we face from earthquakes while liv-
ing in the Bay Area. Our rational minds
know we must prepare for the inevitable,
but dowe? Isyour family ready for a dis-
aster such as an earthquake or wildfire?

Moraga is especially vulnerable.
The town is geographically isolated and
there are few law enforcement and fire
personnel on duty at any one time. Be-
cause Moraga residents could be isolated
from outside aid agencies from 3 days to
2 weeks following a disaster, we must
know how to take care of ourselves until
help arrives. We must know how to res-
cue and give effective first aid to the in-
jured, provide food and shelter to the
homeless, and communicate our needs
by radio, assuming there will be neither
power nor cell phone coverage.

In the event of a disaster, a coordi-
nated group response is more effective
than disorganized individual efforts.
Thus, good communications and cohe-
siveness within neighborhoods are vital
tools for survival. The Moraga Neighbor-
hood Emergency Preparedness (MNEP)
committee is a group of the Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
graduates, who have organized to meet
the challenge of educating and organiz-
ing as many residents as possible.
MNEDP has received the endorsement of

TN

Bruce Berman and Herb Lederman (green shirts) demonstrate the proper response to a gas

Photo provided

the Moraga Police Department, the Mor-
aga/Orinda Fire District and Lamorinda
CERT.

During the second half of 2009, 10
neighborhood groups in Moraga began
their organizing activities with the help
of MNEP. To date 29 CERT graduates
have volunteered to serve as trainers and
facilitators. During 2010, MNEP’s goal
is to assist at least another 15 neighbor-
hood groups to organize and receive
basic training. Should you offer to host a
meeting in your neighborhood, a MNEP
facilitator will bring the necessary equip-
ment and documentation to present a 45-
minute program. The only responsibility
of the host is to provide a meeting place
and to invite approximately 20 consecu-
tive homeowners. Twenty is the ideal
number of households to make a cohe-
sive neighborhood. At the end of the
presentation, volunteers will be called
upon to take the responsibility of Neigh-
borhood Captain. MNEP is an on-going
free resource for the neighborhood

groups.
MNEDP is also reaching out to
community service organizations,

homeowners associations and church
groups to increase awareness of their
goals and programs. Interested organi-
zations can contact MNEP and request
a free presentation for their next gath-
ering.

Thank-you for 25 years of clean.

Total Clean 376-1004

For your hhome.

.......

STUNNING ESTATE SETTING:
Welcome to this tranquil setting on over 1 acre at the end of a private lane,
complete with babbling brook and expansive lawns.

This quality custom home provides walls of glass, a gracious floor plan, and
fabulous indoor/outdoor living. Special attention has been given to the interior
wood finishes with lovely hand carved details by Charles Marshall Sayres.
Included are a separate workshop/art studio, potting shed, and cabana.
This is truly an outstanding home and property!

Offered at $1,900,000  www.3670HappyValley.com

Presented by

SUE LAYNG

Cell: 925-963-7189
Sue@SueLayng.com

www.SueLayng.com
DRE # 000970956
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Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
New Listing : _ 4 "\ New Listing Joan Cleveland
49 Longridge Road 70 Lost Valley Drive 25 Risa Court 650 Kite Hill Road
Fabulous refurbished home ready to go! Great Totally remodeled contemporary design w/open Sweeping views of Orinda hills & privacy from Fabulous Orindawoods 2940 sf 4bd/3ba sgl ] oan Egge s
open floor plan, 4bd + office, 3.5ba. Gourmet floor plan & top-of-the-line finishes. Gourment almost 1 ac yard - walk to school & swim club. family home on lovely .4 ac w/deck, patio,
kitchen, lux mstr retreat. Lg decks, lawn area, "Cooks" kitchen & designer bathrooms. Attractive 4 bd beautifully remod w/hdwd flrs, gardens. Updated granite kitchen, hdwd floors, I oan Evans
peaceful views, close to town. Near 12 yrs top Orinda schools! new kitchen & baths. soaring ceilings, wonderful views! B .
Offered at $949,000 Offered at $985,000 Offered at $999,000 Offered at $1,328,000 Linda S Friedman
ORINDA © B ORINDA "ORINDA ORINDA Pamela Halloran
. Iay Y Dexter Honens I1
LI : Debbie Johnston
F o LT
n ¢ Hal Kaufman
~ g Margot Kaufman
- New Listing == Susan Zeh Layng
411 Camino Sobrante 137 Rheem Boulevard 17 Normandy Lane 239 Sundown Terrace Art Leh
One of Orinda's most distinctive Country Club Newly constructed/remodeled 4300+ sf New listing in Sleepy Hollow! Wonderful Beautiful trad Sbd/3ba 3498 sf on prem r enman
homes w/2875 sf of charm & exeptional 5bd/4.5ba includes 1bd/1ba guest house, chef's 3900 sf trad on 1/2 ac. Sensational lawns & cul-de-sac lot w/cust details thruout. Lux Ch l L .
character for ideal living/entertaining. kitchen, walnut flrs, 11' ceilings, wine room, gardens, soccer size bekyd. Fabulous mstr mstr suite w/frplc; guest suite; chef's kit, arles Levine
Lovely outdoor areas. 4 fireplaces, gated entry, beautiful views. suite, updated kit. Walk to elem. fenced Ivl back yd, patio & play areas. A ri l Ma tthews
Offered at $1,595,000 Offered at $1,899,000 Offered at $1,995,000 Offered at $2,100,000 P
I. Bruce Maxon
MORAGA MORAGA MORAGA LAFAYETTE ® .
. y : ; Loretta Mullins
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
. - '~ New Price Kurt Plp er
136 Walford Drive ' . 54 Shuey Drive ' ' 160 Valley Hill Drive 911 Oak Street . Tara Rochlin
4 bedroom/2 bath, great floor plan, kitchen/family Executive rancher w/amazing backyard & views. Fabulously remod 4bd/4ba 2926 sf exec ranch Downtown location yet in a private, park-like
room opens to large private yard. Quiet street. 4bd/2.5ba 2304 sf w/hdwd floors throughout. home on over 5 ac of beautiful horse property. setting w/spectacular views of Mt. Diablo. Iudy S Choenrock
Great bones, location. Terrific entertainer's home - the pool even has 3-stall barn & 4 pastures. Only 1.7 mi off St. Updated 3bd/2ba single level home on
Offered at $899, 000 a slide! Top schools. Mary's Rd but a world away! over 1/3 acre. Ann Sharf
Offered at $995,000 Offered at $1,550,000 Offered at $789,000 St Smith
eve Smi
LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
: ~ Terri Bates Walker
New Listing = ! S New Ltstmg New Listing
616 Huntleigh Drive 1199 Monticello Road 3498 Springhill Court 3425 Shangri La Road Ann Ward
Exquisite Burton Valley 3bd/2ba hm w/gorgeous Happy Valley Glen custom hm on beaut pvt . Charming 3000+ sf 4bd/3ba + 1bd/1ba/ kitch- Unique, stunning property w/gated entry on .
view lot. Designer touches, crown molding & 8 ac lot. Lrge fam rm w/ kit. Has wall of glass enette sep cottage on delightful pvt court walking Ivl 1-ac lot. 5bd/3.5ba, hardwood floors, 4 Dan We ll
hardwood floors. Remod baths, Ig backyard doors that open to yard. Grt floorplan, grt distance to schools. Lush .5 ac Iv1 lot w/perfect fireplaces, panoramic views from every room. STI0
patio & sprawling lush lawns. neighborhood, close to bart entertaining areas. Lovely pool, full barn & riding arena. Lara Williamson
Offered at $949,000 Offered at $1,195,000 Offered at $1,498,000 Offered at $2,198,000 Margaret L Ler

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews
updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
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