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Exploring Hip Hop at SMC

By Lou Fancher
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SMC's Hip-Hop & Social Justice Series Committee and student publicist (L-R): Maria Luisa Ruiz, Scott Schonfeldt-Aultman, Cynthia Ganote, Aaron Sachs,

Jennifer Kennedy, Randy Menjivar. (Kennedy and other students in a Public Relations class handled the program's publicity campaign.)

I I ip Hop and Social Justice, a
new course led by Associate

Professor Scott Schonfeldt-Ault-
man at Saint Mary’s College, is
both trouble and triumph. Combine
a small, Catholic college, populated
and positioned amidst affluence,
with Hip Hop, a spoken art form
rising out of poverty and largely ar-
ticulated by artists from under-
served communities, and the
ensuing discussions become vivid.

Which is exactly the purpose
of the course and a related series of
panel discussions, films and live
performances held at SMC during
the past year. “I originally came to
Saint Mary’s to make changes,”
says Robert Slaughter, a sophomore
Political Science Major. Born in
East Oakland and raised in North
Richmond, Slaughter never ex-
pected to go to college until Mak-
ing Waves, a Bay area educational

support program, gave him direc-
tion and enough faith in his abilities
to pursue his dreams. Still, there
was frustration. “I saw African
Americans on the front of SMC
brochures, but I didn’t see diversity
on campus,” he explains.
Schonfeldt-Aultman saw the
same picture. “I was aware that
there are students whose lives at
Saint Mary’s don’t reflect who they
are, or their histories.” Discussions

with students, along with grants
from the Campus Committee for
Inclusive Excellence, led to the Hip
Hop course. “These courses are
growing at universities across the
country,” Schonfeldt-Aultman says.
“It gives students ideas about race
and class and gender: they see that
there are undercurrents, there are
political and social issues beyond
the mainstream Hip Hop stuff.”
Popular notions of Hip Hop

will
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spring from the all-too-familiar
media exploitation of artists, ac-
cording to both Slaughter and
Schonfeldt-Aultman. “T thought it
was all rappers with money, cars
and women,” Slaughter says, “but
actually, Hip Hop came out of neg-
lect and was a way for people to
find a voice for themselves.”
Schonfeldt-Aultman agrees: “It
emerged out of poverty and wasn’t
always violent.”
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The class is becoming a pow-
erful tool at SMC, which has had its
share of difficulty when it comes to
racial issues. A recent Western As-
sociation of Schools & Colleges re-
port, citing SMC for “little evidence
of tangible results” in the areas of
diversity and civility, revealed a
glaring need for improved commu-
nication. “Through the class, stu-
dents connect with  other
students—they find it stimulating,”
says Schonfeldt-Aultman.  “A
roundtable event pulled in close to
80 people—And they stayed!” he
adds.

Any trouble stirred up by
SMC’s Hip Hop series is not caused
by the course. Racial, economic,
gender and social injustice bubble
barely below the surface of Ameri-
can culture; at SMC, the dialogue
has begun. The triumph in explor-
ing Hip Hop, the real pay-off for
students, can be found in Slaugh-
ter’s reformulated dreams: [ real-
ized we can all learn from each
other. Iknow that we can make a
difference.”

Did the Beatles Sleep Here?

By Cathy Tyson
et the way back machine for
Monday, August 29, 1966
and the Beatles 33-minute
farewell concert at Candlestick
Park. After the exhausting set,
where did the Fab Four spend the
night?
Rumor has it, they slept at

Lafayette’s Hillside Motel, be-
cause what is now the new Vet-
erans Memorial Hall was then a
heliport — allowing the group to
make a hasty exit from the con-
cert venue.

Sadly the hotel and heliport
are long gone, but what remains

are the fading memories of this
urban legend.

Local lore also includes the
popular story of alligators that
Lamorinda residents bought as
pets. When they grew too large,
the warm and fuzzy creatures
were released into Lafayette

Reservoir. That’s why swimming
is not allowed. When asked if
there really are gators at the Rez,
Senior Ranger Naturalist Aileen
Wilson said, “Absolutely not.”
For the record, there have
been no Sasquatch sightings lo-
cally or reports that chewing gum

actually takes seven years to pass
through the human digestive sys-
tem.

Beatles fans may enjoy
tribute band The Sun Kings
when they perform at a benefit
for Town Hall Theatre, Saturday,
May 22.

Need o Gift?

Wendy Gilberd,
Stylist
stelladot.com/thegirlnextdoor

wgilberd49@yahoo.com

Shop Online
for Stylish
Jewelry,
Host a Party,
Join My Team.
You'll Be Oh
So Glad You
Did!
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Poor Winston. He Fook a vacation Aag

Don’t be a Winston. Get a Gofer and get a life!
Create a FREE account and get a FREE errand:

G

Get a Gofer

affordable errands

www.getagofer.com
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The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in
- residential furnaces - heaters - air conditioners - ductwork §System Inspection]

« repairs « upgrades » maintenance and service. s 7 9 |
|
|

FREE ESTIMATES - FAST SERVICE
Furnace/A/C |

Checkup* |

*service includes a free standard
sized 1" disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of |
pleated and washable filters.

925-521-1380

Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

CONSTRUCTION

License # 586512

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20" YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

« NEW CUSTOM BUILDS
+ ADDITIONS

+ CUSTOM KITCHENS

« CUSTOM BATHS

« DOORS/WINDOWS

- TILE/PAVERS

« FOUNDATIONS:
- RE-LEVELING
- STRUCTURAL REPAIR

- DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
« RETAINING WALL

« ELECTRICAL/CUSTOM WIRING

CALLFORA

FREE

ESTIMATE
ANTHONY
MARAMONTE

WWW.MARACONSTRUCTION.coM - 510-385-8251 . maraConst@comcast.net

KITCHENS « BATHS - REMODELING

Sharp Bicycle o
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Over
250
Bikes in
Stock!

Trek, Gary Fisher, Look,
Orbea, Santa Cruz...

Full Service Bike Shop:
Repairs | Tune-ups | Fittings
Road Racing | Road Touring | Comfort Road | City Bikes | Bike Path

Cruisers | Womens Specific Designs | Mtn. Cross-Country
| All Mountain | Kids Mountain | Kids Road | Little Kids

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616 - M-W 10-6,Th-F 10-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5
www.sharpbicycle.com

Our Diamond Certification ensures that we are trust-
worthy and known for superior customer satisfaction
and great service. Whether your project is large or
small, with 24 years of experience in Lamorinda we

are the right choice.

Experience what Great Service feels like!
» Professional, skilled designers on staff
» One-stop shopping at our beautiful showroom
* Quality installation and project management

Altera &

DESIGM &

REMODELING, INC.
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www.AlteraDesign.com
1079 Boulevard Way *« Walnut Creek




