
The California Independent

Film Festival (CAIFF)

will continue its monthly clas-

sic film series on May 22nd

with three screenings of the

coming-of-age comedy drama

American Graffiti. “We know

there are many film lovers who

enjoy classic films,” states

CAIFF’s Program and Promo-

tions Director Beau Behan.

“The huge success of the

screening of The Birds with

Tippi Hedren back in Septem-

ber confirmed that film goers in

Lamorinda really like to revisit

the classic films. It’s great to

keep the series going,” he adds. 

Depicting teen life in the

1960’s, American Graffiti is

loosely based on the movie’s

writer/director George Lucas’

young experiences in Modesto.

The adventures of a group of

teens on a summer night is told

as they cruise in cars to a

soundtrack of early rock and

roll hits. Nominated for five

Academy Awards, including

Best Picture, the film stars

Richard Dreyfuss, Ron

Howard, and Cindy Williams

among others. Williams will at-

tend all three screenings of the

movie in Orinda and participate

in question and answer sessions

with the audience afterward.
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American Graffiti Next Up in Classic Film Series at Orinda Theater
By Andrea A. Firth

American Graffiti will screen May 22nd at 12:45 p.m., 4:00
p.m., and 7:15 p.m. at the Orinda Theater. Tickets are $12
to $15. For information and to purchase tickets go to
www.caiff.org. 

Homeowners Seek Special Preservation Status for Oak
By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda’s City Council recently

considered a request from

Charlotte and Jim Smith to desig-

nate a large Coast Live Oak tree on

their property on Donna Maria Way

as a Heritage Tree. A rarely, if ever,

employed section of the Orinda Mu-

nicipal Code provides that a tree

may be designated a Heritage Tree

by the City Council because of an

association with a person or event of

historical significance or because of

exceptional size condition, or aes-

thetic qualities. Planning Director

Emmanuel Ursu reviewed the City

records and found no evidence of

any Heritage Tree designations in

the Orinda. With a 39” diameter and

branches that span an estimated 100

feet across, the Smith’s Oak tree ap-

pears to qualify for heritage status,

and if the Council approves the ap-

plication, their tree may be the first

to be recognized with this designa-

tion. 

“This tree is a place where we

meet with neighbors,” stated Jim

Smith. “It’s a community meeting

place,” he added, explaining that he

and his wife were pursuing the Her-

itage Tree designation in order to

protect and preserve the tree. Several

residents from Donna Maria Way

were present and echoed Jim and

Charlotte’s sentiments and described

attending an annual block party in

the shade of this tree each summer.

“It would be a shame to see anything

happen to this central feature that

unites us,” stated neighbor Steven

Austin.

Per the City Code, Heritage

Trees receive greater protection than

other protected trees through strin-

gent standards on pruning, relocat-

ing, and removing. In order to

protect the Heritage Tree, the Code

also includes special requirements if

grading or building is to take place

near the tree.

The Smith’s Oak tree sits ad-

jacent to Donna Maria Way between

their driveway and the entrance to a

20-acre parcel more commonly re-

ferred to as the Moraga Adobe prop-

erty. Developer Michael Olsen and

a couple of partners have owned the

property for 18 months and propose

to create a 13-lot subdivision at the

site. Branches of the Smith’s oak

tree extend across the existing paved

road entrance to the Adobe property. 

“We have no intention to

harm the tree, but we do plan to have

a road that goes under the dripline

[the outermost edge of the tree’s

canopy] of the tree,” stated Olsen in

his comments to the Council. Olsen

has already placed pink tape on a

large branch the hangs over the drive

as guide for construction vehicles

entering his property. He added that

the new entrance road would have

utility lines under it, and that he was

willing to work with an arborist to

protect the tree’s roots. “We are try-

ing to add positively to an existing

neighborhood, said Olsen, who esti-

mated that his property has ten or

more oak trees of similar size to the

Smith’s tree. 

“This is a precious tree and

one that should be preserved as part

of the tradition of our City and this

Council,” stated Council Member

Steve Glazer, but he added, “The

map [in the staff report] is not clear

and so it is not possible to make a

thoughtful decision. There may be

others affected by what happens

around this tree.” Council Member

Amy Worth agreed, “The plan is in-

complete. We need to see the

dripline and easement delin-

eated…And we need to know what

are the impacts on others.” In addi-

tion, several Council members

struggled with unclear language in

the Code and asked the City Attor-

ney to review and clarify the Code.

“This statute may not encompass the

situation the City faces,” stated Vice

Mayor Victoria Smith. 

Both Mayor Tom McCormick

and Glazer encouraged the Smiths

and Olsen to communicate directly

regarding their concerns regarding

the preservation of the tree and the

impact of the access to the proposed

development. During a break in the

public hearing and after the meeting,

it appeared that the two landowners

and neighbors had begun a dialogue.

Live Coast Oak on Donna Maria Way. Photo A. Scheck
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72 Tappan Lane, Orinda
This stunning remodeled Sleepy Hollow home has

panoramic views of  the Orinda hillsides. The residence is
approximately 4768 square feet with 4 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms, 2  family rooms, an office, wine cellar,
exercise room and second kitchen for possible au-pair or
entertaining. The property features many areas for play
plus a full size child’s play house. Conveinent attached

garage with level entry.   
Offered at $1,849,000

For virtual tour view:  www.72 Tappanlane.com.

43 Bear Ridge Road, Orinda
This unique remodeled contemporary classic is located in

Sleepy Hollow on approx.1.96 acres. The main home
features 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths and a fabulous kitchen
family room combination, and formal dining and living

rooms. The detached guest cottage has a full kitchen/
living room combination, stone fireplace, private deck, 

1 bedroom, 1 bath room and its own driveway. 
Wonderful pool area for entertaining!

Offered at $1,545,000
For virtual tour view: www.43bearridge.com.

164 Ravenhill Road, Orinda
This Orinda Woods home has been completely and meticulously
remodeled and is located on a quiet cul-de-sac with panoramic

views of  the western hills. The home includes three bedrooms and
2 ½ baths and a bonus office .The private full size driveway plus 2
car attached garage with interior access and a large storage attic

easily accessible by interior steps. Orinda Woods at its finest.
Offered at $1,295,000 

For virtual tour view: www.164ravenhill.com

162 Ravenhill Road, Orinda
This lovely remodeled home has a contemporary flair with vaulted

ceilings and picture windows throughout that frame panoramic
views. The rooms are complemented by designer finishes and flooded
with natural light. The floor plan includes 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths,
approximately 2800 square feet with a bonus office space. A very pri-

vate location adjacent to open space with an attached garage.
Offered at $1,098,000

For virtual tour view: www.162ravenhill.com
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