
On a busy Thursday after-

noon, customers oogled

the very attractive croissants,

brioche and tarts that looked al-

most too pretty to eat as they

queued up for lunch at

Lafayette’s newest café, La

Boulange.  Coffee, iced tea, pas-

tries, salads and the very popu-

lar “La Combo” – any open face

sandwich with a cup of soup or

side of greens – seemed to be

flying out the door; it’s fair to

say that business is brisk.  

Page Range and Ester

Schafer came in to pick up

lunch to go.  Range was espe-

cially impressed with how

“clean and fresh” the food

looked; she also liked the clever

menu items and welcoming

decor.  The ladies were looking

forward to enjoying a caesar

salad and hummus sandwich

with avocado, cucumber,

tomato and sprouts.

Groups of happy diners

were enjoying the fall sunshine

at the outdoor tables.  From the

looks of it, many of the female

patrons had come directly from

tennis.  Many of the gals were

diving into warm goat cheese

salads with candied pecans.

“The food is wrapped like

a gift,” noted Jennifer Russell.

Her daughter had been to a

Boulange in San Francisco and

encouraged her to give it a try.

Russell had Prosciutto and fig

on a walnut baguette; pal Mari-

lyn Smith nibbled a Turkey and

cranberry sandwich.

“Fantastic,” said Katie

Rambaud, “I really like the bal-

samic vinaigrette on the greens

and my Portobello veggie

burger with mushroom and

melty brie.  I wish there was a

place this yummy in Moraga.

It’s like a little slice of France in

Lamorinda.”  
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ELENA HOOD

Visit www.Orinda.com for local real estate information 
and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

Spacious with Views in MCC!   

This large 4 Br, 2.5 Ba 3424 sqft. home 

with soaring ceilings & walls of glass, 

offers golf course views and great Moraga 

Country Club amenities.  Great value!

Offered at $1,038,000

 www.1843StAndrewsDr.com

Stunning Mt. Diablo Views!
This home is located in a gated community, 

close to downtown Lafayette and offers 

3262 sqft, 4Br, 3Ba on a .45ac view lot.  

Fantastic view of Mt. Diablo!

Offered at $1,095,000

  www.657SkyRanchCt.com

New Listi
ng!

Tastefully updated in Sanders Ranch! 
This 4 Br, 3 Ba 2740 sqft home offers a 

gourmet kitchen adjoining the nook and 

family room. There is a large lawn, pool 

and spa in the spacious back yard. On a 

cul-de-sac, close to schools & park.  

Offered at $1,295,000

www.4MageeCt.com

Desirable Location!
This great home has a f lat yard and is 

located on a cul-de-sac. It has 2377 sqft 

of living space with 5 Br, 3 Ba including 

an in-law/au pair suite.  New roof, paint, 

expansive lawn.  Close to schools.

Offered at $899,000 

www.452MillfieldPl.com

Lafayette Housing Element Still Not in
Compliance
... continued from page A1

Fair housing proponents

have concerns that a portion of

the twenty-two sites the City

submitted to HCD are com-

posed of a number of smaller

parcels that would require all

the property owners to decide to

sell within the next five years -

most have existing businesses.

For example, at the corner of

First Street and Mount Diablo

the Taco Bell, the office build-

ing next door; the Great Wall

restaurant and Hamlin Cleaners

on Golden Gate way are to-

gether considered site twelve.

While it’s possible this may

happen, many consider it highly

unlikely.

“Lafayette's sham strategy

of pretending that commercially

zoned and used and unconsoli-

dated sites will magically be-

come affordable housing was

not found acceptable,” said

Mike Henn, former Planning

Services Manager.  “I suspect

that the most convincing final

argument was the receipt of let-

ters from property owners say-

ing: We're Not Interested.  It is

also revealing that the City was

trying to fly the inventory under

the radar, by not properly noti-

fying property owners that their

properties were being listed by

the City as available for low in-

come housing.”

Attorney Allan Moore,

representing The Dettmer Fam-

ily Trust which owns approxi-

mately 80 acres near Pleasant

Hill Road and Deer Hill Road,

including the area known as the

Christmas tree lot, is skeptical.

“The city’s response of July

2010 is wholly inadequate, un-

responsive to the HCD letter

and legally insufficient under

the state housing laws,” he said

in a letter to HCD and the City

of Lafayette.

Noting great respect for

staff and City Council, Moore

said, “Property owners have

rights as well – this parcel was

originally zoned APO (Adminis-

trative Professional Office)

35/units per acre – that’s what the

City decided.  Then the City

changed its mind to downzone to

open space use – it seems unfair.

We really hope the City Council

will listen to us, but we are ex-

ploring all options,” said Moore.

He explained that the City

has offered potential sites

within existing commercial

zones that are already devel-

oped with significant structures

and ongoing businesses to sat-

isfy Housing Element require-

ments.  Concurrently the city is

recommending downzoning the

Christmas tree lot to an open

space designation of Rural Res-

idential on the 22-acre parcel.

If developed, Moore suggests

the vacant, undeveloped parcel

that was originally zoned for

multi-family housing would ad-

dress a significant portion of the

affordable housing requirement.

“The City’s actions would

constitute a ‘taking’ of all rea-

sonable economic use of the

Dettmer property and violate

the Dettmer family’s constitu-

tional rights for due process and

equal protection,” said Moore. 

Customers Enjoy La Boulange: Délicieux
By Cathy Tyson

From left, Ester Schafer and Page Range with lunch at La Boulange. 
Photo C. Tyson

376-7500

Ballet Classes
Fall Classes

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

SIGNUP NOW
Master Instructor, Jami Fender-Cronin - 32 Years Exp.

003810

Mortgage rates are near 50 YEAR LOWS!
It is not too late to refinance out of your 

higher rates or longer terms
***Rates can change without notice

925-627-7109
CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker 

license # 00937870

Gordon Steele gsteele@rpm-mtg.com

 
9 Bay Area Stores to serve you! 
LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR 
 Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau Pl. Oakland 
 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210  

 ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK 
 Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center 
 (925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300 

 CONCORD SONOMA NAPA 
 Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center 
 (925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375 

SAVE 
50%

Hoodies 
Now 19.99 
By Contact 

Sherpa Lined. 
Black, Ivory  
or Charcoal 
Reg. 40.00 

SAVE 
50%

   Live A      
       Little 

Silky Twill  
Jackets in 

10 Fall Colors! 
Now 29.99 
Reg. 60.00 

SAVE 
50%

  Dockers 
For Her 

The “Metro” 
Stretch Twill  
Pant. 6 – 16 
Now 22.99 
Reg. 46.00 

SAVE 
60%

Leggings 
Now 19.99 
Ponte Knit 

Leggings by 
Essentials 

Black. S – XL 
Reg. 50.00 

SPECIAL 
24.99 
Columbia 
“Benton 
       Springs” 
Poly Fleece 

Zip Vest 
8 Colors 

Reg. 36.00 

 SPECIAL 
19.99

  Cardigans 
Great  

Selection 
of Solid &  

Mixed Yarn 
Fall Fashion 
Cardigans 

SPECIAL 
9.99

Fall Tees 
20 Fabulous 
Fall Colors 
in Classic  
Styles by 

Allison Brittany 
& CM Sport  

SPECIAL 
34.99
Levi’s 
All Styles 

and Washes 
of Levi Jeans 
Ladies Dept.  

Originally 
38.00 – 44.00 


