
Orinda recently commis-

sioned a retail leakage study

to determine the City’s potential

to attract new businesses. Bottom

line: The retail spending potential

to be captured in Orinda is signif-

icant, but it will require the devel-

opment of new commercial space.

According to the study prepared

by Wahlstrom & Associates, it’s

simple economics: the retail de-

mands of the 17,700 residents far

outpace the supply of retail outlets

in the city.

Only $1 of every $3 Orinda

residents spend at retail stores

stays in Orinda, leaking $175 mil-

lion of sales to Moraga, Lafayette,

Walnut Creek, and other shopping

destinations each year. “You do

have significant spending leak-

ages, and [the City] could eco-

nomically support a number of

retail options, but there is a very

small inventory of existing

space,” said Stephen Wahlstrom

when he presented the study data

at the September 7th City Coun-

cil meeting. In addition, the avail-

able retail space is of insufficient

size or inappropriate location to

attract new apparel, sporting

goods, grocery, and home fur-

nishing stores. 

Orinda has a retail vacancy

rate of 14%, which represents

about 30,000 square feet of space,

said Wahlstrom. The vacant com-

mercial space is concentrated in

the former Phair’s Department

Store, which has long presented a

re-use challenge, and within The-

ater Square, which has historically

proven to be a poor retail location.

However, he added, Orinda’s ex-

isting retail businesses, which oc-

cupy just over 100,000 square feet

of space—the approximate

amount of space within a single

Target discount store—do pretty

well, achieving total annual sales

of $80 million.

Council members Amy

Worth and Steve Glazer both

pressed Wahlstrom to define the

economic impact on retail sales

with the addition of residential

units in the downtown districts.

Wahlstrom stated that additional

housing would increase retail

sales but not significantly. He

believed that due to the limited

supply of retail outlets, addi-

tional residents in downtown

would also spend two of every

three retail dollars outside of

Orinda. “You are doing very

well with the retail space that

you have,” said Wahlstrom.

“You can’t increase sales signif-

icantly without expanding the

space devoted to retail.”
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Smart Downtown Revitalization - Not Massive High-Rise Development

Paid Political Advertisement

Save up
to

$2,900
on a new Carrier System*

BILL INGRAHAM
Air Conditioning - Heating

www.billingrahamairconditioningheating.com
License# 472759

 *  Federal tax credits of up to $1,500 on qualifying Energy Star equipment. See your tax advisor for qualifications.  Must be placed  
 in service prior to 12/31/2010. WAC.  **    Rebate savings range from $50 to $1,200 depending on equipment purchased.   
 Expires 11/15/2010. See Bill Ingraham Air Conditioning - Heating for details.

A/C TUNE UP 
SPECIAL 

$89
(per system)

Offer Expires 9/30/2010

46 years of HVAC experience & serving the LaMorinda area for over 30 years
46 years of HVAC experience & serving the LaMorinda area for over 30 years

Get a gorgeous kitchen for only $8,700
*Includes:
• Granite Countertops
• 6" Back Splash
• Mahogany/Maple Cabinets
• Dovetail Drawer Boxes
• Soft Close Slides

FREE Stainless Steel 21" sink to the first 5 callers and this offer expires 9-25-10.

$8,700*

925-680-1510

2261 Commerce Ave, Concord
www.Lamorindatile.com

Marble and Granite Fabrication

Visit our showroom today

*Demolition, appliances and hookups
additional, free final estimate

CA # 527878
General contractor
21 years in business

Diana Stephens was all smiles as
she presented the City with a check
for the $58,000 raised by the resi-
dents of Crestview Drive to repair
their crumbling road. Approxi-
mately 60 property owners con-
tributed to the cause, and the road
repairs are scheduled to start soon.
Additional funding for the road-
work project will be contributed by
the East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict ($56,000) and the City
($28,000). Pictured with Diana are
Mayor Tom McCormick (L) and
Chuck Swanson, the Director of
Public Works and Engineering
Services. A.Firth   
Photo Ohlen Alexander

Crestview Residents 
Make Road Repairs Happen

Orinda’s Disposable Income—It’s Leaking 
By Andrea A. Firth

Over twenty local artists cur-

rently have artwork depicting

life in Orinda on display at the

Orinda Library Gallery to celebrate

the 25th anniversary of the City’s in-

corporation. The month-long ex-

hibit, which includes more than

sixty works featuring landscapes,

historic buildings, and community

settings throughout the City, will

culminate with a reception on Satur-

day, October 2nd from 4:00 p.m. to

7:00 p.m. This free event is open to

the public and will have music by

the Contra Costa Chamber Orches-

tra, wine (at $5 a glass), and hors

d’oeuvres. 

“We are pleased to be partner-

ing with the City of Orinda to put on

this special event to celebrate the

25th anniversary of the city’s incor-

poration and to feature the work of

our local artists,” says Sue Severson,

a trustee of the Orinda Community

Foundation. “Orindans really enjoy

and support the arts, and the Library

Gallery is a great venue to showcase

it,” she adds.

Several well-known Orinda

artists have work on display includ-

ing Allison McCrady, Mary Spain,

and Rob Becker; neighboring artists

such as George Ehrenhaft of Mor-

aga and Margaret Lucas-Hill of

Lafayette are participating too. The

works, done in oil, acrylic, water-

color, and photography, capture all

things Orinda including the ubiqui-

tous hills in all seasons, color, and

forms; landmark buildings such as

Orinda Motors, Village Antiques,

Loard’s Ice Cream and Candies, and

Santa Maria, St. Mary’s, and Orinda

Community churches; and everyday

sights such as the BART station, the

Orinda Theater marquis, and the

more recent but oft-visited Star-

bucks. All the artwork is for sale,

and the artists will donate a percent-

age of the sale proceeds to the

Orinda Community Foundation.

“The Orinda Community

Foundation was formed in February

of this year in response to the city’s

declining revenues,” says Severson.

Historically, the City contributed

about $25,000 to community events

and programs, but with the eco-

nomic downturn that financial sup-

port was completely eliminated

creating the need for private

fundraising, she explains. The

Orinda Community Foundation will

use proceeds from this event and

other events held throughout the

year to provide grants to support

local events and programs.

Local Artists Celebrate Orinda Silver 
Anniversary with Exhibit
By Andrea A. Firth

To help commemorate the 25th

anniversary of the incorporation

of Orinda, the City is sponsoring a po-

etry contest with five age categories:

K-2nd grade; 3rd grade-5th grade; 6th

grade-8th grade; 9th grade-12th grade;

and adult (ages 18 and over). Send

your original poem, on the theme

‘What does Orinda mean to me?’, no

longer than one page double spaced,

to the City Clerk, Michele Olsen, at 22

Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563, or by

email to molsen@cityoforinda.org by

September 24th, 2010. All poems re-

ceived are public record and will be

available to view on the City’s web-

site after September 24th. The win-

ning poems will be announced at the

October 5th City Council meeting and

sealed in the City’s time capsule on

October 21st, 2010.

Poetry Contest—What does Orinda mean to me? 

For current local Market Trends data, visit: 

www.LamorindaValues.com
For a complimentary market analysis 

of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward
Specializing in 

Lamorinda Fine 

Homes & Property
925.253.4603       Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Live in Your Own Park!
New Price!

6.9 wooded Orinda acres, not dividable

2+BR, 2BA Spanish style home

$698,000

More at www.616MinerRd.com

Santa Maria by Carmel DeWiess Photo provided

Orinda City Council Candidate Forum
Wednesday, October 13, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Library Auditorium
Sponsored by the Orinda Association


