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repairs * training * websites
925.283.5666

Nerd4Rent.com

990 Moraga Road, Ste B, Lafayette
(next door to Campana Music)

NERD 4 Rent

Computer Consulting & Training
Service plans starting as low as 49 cents per day!

computer technical support

If you're

busine:

service,

Computer Service Call

we’d like to introduce our award-winning
services to you at no cost and with no

obligation. We'll come to your home or

schedule your appointment!
call (925) 283-5666

Offer applies to new Lamorinda clients only.
Exp. Oct. 27, 2010. With This coupon only.

FREE "2 Hour

a Lamorinda resident or business,

ss and provide you with technical
training or a consultation, so you
can get to know us.

hat do you get when you

mix finance, construction
and teaching? In this case, it’s the
Pacific Coast Band. If you hap-
pened to be at Moraga’s Pear Festi-
val last Saturday morning, you
probably found yourself bopping to
their beat.

Band members Sid Lucken-
bach (drums) and Per-Olof Persson
(keyboards) are from Orinda, bass
player Jim Murray is a Moragan,
and guitarist George Von Giese
lives in Lafayette. The band got to-
gether a year and half ago when
Luckenbach, Persson and Murray
met through their kids’ LMYA ac-
tivities. Like most not-quite-fa-
mous musicians, the band members
all have day jobs — Luckenbach
works in the financial services field,

Murray is in construction and fi-
nance, Persson is a math professor
at Cal, and Von Giese is a trans-
portation consultant. Add in vocal-
ists Darvin Hinkle and Cielo Voz,
and you have a rockin’ ‘80’s+ cover
band that was happy to play at the
Pear Festival. Luckenbach says,
“We are all very passionate about
our music and appreciate the op-
portunity to perform locally. We
love to play music from the 80’s
since that is when we all went to
high school and college and we get
a lot of requests for that music!*

To learn more about the Pa-
cific Coast Band go to www.paci-
ficcoastband.com; reach
Luckenbach at 878-9974 to book
the band for your holiday party.
L.Borrowman
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Y MOVED!

Aftor 19 yoars in downiawm
Lafayette, wo have moved
less than a mile away!
Visit our convenisnt
v lacation on
BROWH AVENUE

with ample fres parking!

925-283-7620

FASTFRAME OF LAFAYETTE
1030 BROWHN AVENLUE
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Moraga Art Collective Celebrates in Orinda

By Lou Fancher

Photo Grace Chung

he Moraga Art Gallery’s 10

Year Anniversary celebration
is so large, they’re moving the
party—and the art—to Orinda’s
spacious Library Gallery.

Eighteen member artists in
the collective will begin to mount
the show on October 3rd, the offi-
cial start date. A public reception
on the 9th of October will allow the
community to meet the artists and
share in the gallery’s rich history.

The Moraga Art Gallery
opened on September 26, 2000. At
that time, there were 45 artist mem-
bers. Operating under the umbrella
of the Lamorinda Arts Alliance, the
gallery was a collective, where
members participated in the daily
operations, group and individual
shows, and special events. In past
years, the gallery held popular gath-
erings, featuring demonstrations
and lectures on art.

With changes in the commu-
nity, the economy, and the actual
membership itself, the gallery’s
profile is evolving. Leslie Swartz, a
member and current board Treas-

<>
o

Pottery by Donna Arganbright

Sushi set by Nancy Slack

urer, provided recent history and
her thoughts on art in the year 2010.

“There are 18 members: five
are 3-D artists and the rest of us are
wall artists,” she said. “All 18
artists are participating in the an-
niversary exhibit. Since we’ve
never done the Orinda Gallery
space—and it’s a large space—we
have a lot of participation.”

Swartz explained that mem-
bers pay a one-time fee of $80 to
join the collective. There are 5
shows each year: all members con-
tribute a $60 fee for each show.
They also work one five-hour
gallery shift per month.

Facts and figures covered,
Swartz moved on to the purpose of
the Moraga Art Gallery: “It was
started to try to be a community
outreach organization. We had
First Friday s where artists would
set up and give talks about photog-
raphy and other kinds of art. If we
had more interest from the commu-
nity, we’d start it up again, but that
just hasn’t happened.”

Like many in the area, she
mourns the changing tide, saying,
“There’s a private school in the
Lamorinda area where the P.E. is
every day, but the art is only two
and a half days. And that’s in a pri-
vate school!”

At the same time, the
gallery’s location in the Rheem
Center sends a reinforcing message
almost daily. “Because people are
depressed by the time they walk by
the black, empty windows of the
shopping center, when they get to
us, they’re so happy to see art,” she
said. “And we’re in a good posi-
tion, because Comcast rents the
space and allows us to exist rent-
free.”

It’s news worthy of special
mention, in this day of dog-eat-dog
commerce. Comcast uses the space
for non-commercial storage and, in-
stead of leaving the front portion
vacant, makes it available to the
gallery.

“But all of our publicity, in-
surance, phone bills, electricity and

the rest, are paid for by the artist-
members,” Swartz says. “We’d like
to revamp our display areas,” she
adds, “but that will take a while.”

To reach that goal, and to
build upon the gallery’s past,
Swartz looks to the community. “I
think it would be interesting for
Saint Mary’s College art students to
be a part of the gallery. As part of
their education, they could be guest
artists with the gallery.” Co-hosted
events with Campolindo High
School and local arts organizations
would be welcome, too, according
to Swartz.

To show its commitment to
the community, the gallery recently
re-joined the Moraga Chamber of
Commerce. The artists continue to
display work at Moraga’s Terzetto
Cuisine and participate in the Pear
Festival and library exhibits.

The anniversary exhibit gives
the public a unique opportunity to
see the full breadth of the gallery’s
offerings. Like a farmer’s market,
local artistic production will be on
display. And on October 9th the
creators, homegrown cultivators of
imagery in glass, ceramics, photog-
raphy, jewelry and paint, will be on
hand to meet their visitors.

The opening reception will be
held on October 9th, from 3-5 p.m.
For more information about the
Orinda Library Gallery event,
please call the Moraga Gallery at
(925) 376-5407, Leslie Swartz at
(925)  376-9060 or  email
leslieswartz@hotmail.com
Website:
www.moragaartgallery.com

Facebook
wanwfastirame.com
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3344 Mt Diablo Blvd
in Lafayette
925-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com
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MaNIicaA CASALE

Ph: (925) 627-4260

| Fax: (925) 262-4685

monica@optimumaccounting.org

Website: www.optimumaccounting.org
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