Wednesday, September 29, 2010
Crowds Come Out for
Art and Wine

P eople at the Art and Wine Festival were heading in all directions so as
not to miss anything. “It was the biggest and best event ever,” says Jay
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Lafayette Community Foundation Sponsors Pamphlet

Submitted by Donovan L. Jenkins

s president of the Lafayette

Community Foundation I
would like to thank the staff of the
Lamorinda Weekly for its timely
assistance in helping to gather and
print the materials from each of
our city council and board of edu-
cation candidates who are running
in the November 2nd election.

The purpose of the Lafayette
Community Foundation is to “en
hance the quality of life for the cit-
izens of Lafayette and beyond”. In
the past a group of citizens called

Lafayette Forward regularly spon-
sored an election pamphlet for city
elections. Our LCF board felt that
with the number of candidates run-
ning for office this year in our city
that we could provide a commu-
nity service by sponsoring the ed-
ucational  material in the
September 29th issue of Lamor-
inda Weekly. Each candidate has
prepared their own material and
paid their pro rata share of the
magazine’s cost.

We hope that LCF’s efforts

cerned citizens. Please remember
to vote on November 2nd.

to help create an informed elec-
torate will be beneficial to all con-
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Lifson, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, “everything
clicked.” With comfortable weather and record attendance, revenue from
wine sales was up 18%. Lifson estimates there were over 500 volunteers
that helped everything run smoothly. Photo Andy Scheck

BART Safety Upgrades
to Start Soon

By Cathy Tyson

Bart bridge over Oakhill Road

Got earthquakes? Actually yes,
it’s no secret that the Bay

Area is expected to experience
some sort of temblor in the rela-
tively near future. To address earth-
quake realities the Bay Area Rapid
Transit District (BART) has been
diligently working on an Earth-
quake Safety Program to upgrade
vulnerable portions of the transit
system. The goal is obviously to
keep riders and employees safe, but
also to keep the system up and run-
ning in the event of an earthquake
with minimal delays.

With 360,000 daily travelers
system wide and approximately
3,270 of those entering at the
Lafayette station, keeping trains
open for service in the aftermath of
an earthquake is vital. According to
U.S. Geological Survey analysis
there is a high probability of a major
earthquake here in the Bay Area
within the next thirty years.

A study completed in 2002
was the most comprehensive evalu-
ation of facilities since the original
construction. It found that compo-
nents of the systems most suscepti-
ble to damage, that could take years
to fix after a major earthquake, are
the transbay tube, aerial structures,
stations and equipment.

Because the oldest parts of
the BART system were built be-
tween 1972 and 1976, they are not
up to the seismic standards that sys-
tem extensions — which were built
roughly twenty years later — share.
The Earthquake Safety Program
will focus resources on these older
components. The $1.2 billion price
tag for upgrades comes from a vari-
ety of sources including voter-ap-
proved Measure AA bonds, the
California Department of Trans-
portation Local Seismic Safety
Retrofit Program, Regional Meas-
ure 2 and other sources.

BART riders going to San
Francisco can be reassured that the
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highest priority item was the
transbay tube. Upgrades there are
complete, and include Vibro-re-
placement to compact soil back-
fill, increasing seismic joint
capacity and sealing around joints,
and new concrete shear walls in
the Oakland Ventilation Structure.

Earthquake safety work in
Lafayette will be two-fold and is
expected to start later this year or
early in 2011. “For our elevated
structures in Lafayette, the con-
tractor is on board. We will be
working where BART crosses over
El Nido Ranch Rd., Happy Valley
Rd., Oak Hill Rd., First St., and
Brown Avenue,” said Linton John-
son, BART Chief Communications
Officer. The second part of the
project is the Lafayette station it-
self, “BART expects to advertise
the contract for bid in November of
this year, and construction is ex-
pected to begin in early 2011,” said
Johnson.

Retrofit work will include
strengthening the columns that hold
up the trackway to withstand a max-
imum credible earthquake. “Impact
is minimal - riders will not notice a
thing,” said Johnson who added that
they are doing the same work right
now at West Oakland and not a sin-
gle customer noticed a difference in
the quality of the ride. “The only
impact maybe on parking, where
construction to widen the base of
the columns might take place on
parking lot spots for short periods of
time,” he added.

Construction updates listed
on the BART website spell out
what work is completed, , work that
is in progress and work that is ex-
pected to start this year and next.
Completion of all the upgrades is
expected by 2014. The scope of
work includes 17 BART stations
and 22 miles of track. For more in-
formation go to
www.bart.gov/earthquakesafety.

Please submit Letters and Opinions:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

visit us on
Facebook!

Sunday, October 31 8:00am Downtown Lafayette

Parking available at BART

5K (8:30am) | 10K (8:45am) | 2 Mile run/walk (9:00am)

To register go to www.lafayettechamber.org or www.active.com or call
the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce at (925) 284-7404
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ATHLETIC CLUB

Who do the worlds leading designers
and architects use to make therr LEED

Cértiﬁeg.maste

mes beautiful?

Mythic Pamt is the first choice for architects, designers and contractors who demand the
highest quality product, in any color for all their covering needs. And with zero-VOVs and
zero-toxins Mythic Paint is not only safe for the people who use it, but helps qualify these
homes to be the highest LEED® Certified in the country.

Used and loved by David Gottfried, founder of the US Green Building Council, visionary
Califorma builder Mike McDonald and many more who are leading the industry with

the highest level LEED Certified homes. Because with Mythic Paint you don't have to
sacrifice beauty, performance and color choice, for a healthy and safe home. Isn't it time

you tried Mythic Paint?

For more mformation or to see LEED Certified homes featuring Mythic Paint
check out www.MythicPaint.com or call 1-888-714-9422

Mythic Paint has made 131 Hillside, slated to be the first LEED-H Platinum custom home in Marin County, CA,

beautiful and safe. wv
Designed by ¢

.13 1 hillside.com
cott Lee/SB Architects, www.sb-architects.com, and built by Mike McDonald/Mc

Construction and Development, Inc. www.m-c-d.net
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Available at

1409 Moraga Way
925-376-3600

Moraga Hardware & Lumber

Moraga Shopping Center

LZERQ TOXINS. INFINITE BEAUTY.





