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Drunk in Public, 9/22/10  At

roughly 3:00 a.m. where the

BART trail intersects with

Camino Pablo, officers noticed a

gentleman stumbling as he was

walking.  They could smell al-

cohol on him and asked if he

was drunk.  Cutting to the chase,

he said “yes.”  Maybe it was due

to his swaying or his .17 blood

alcohol level, but he was deter-

mined to be a danger to the citi-

zens of the area and was taken to

the Martinez Detention Facility

for booking.

Gas leak, 9/22/10  A cement

company employee was operat-

ing a backhoe on a construction

project on Moraga Way when it

struck a small supporting gas

line.  Out of an abundance of

caution, homes were evacuated.

Double dipping, 9/16/10  Not

one, but two unlocked cars

parked in a Hillcrest Drive

driveway were broken into.  A

gold chain and pendant were

taken from a GMC truck and

three silver trays were taken

from the adjacent Hyundai.

Sounds like an ad for Dou-

blemint gum, two robberies in

one.

D.U.I.  9/18/10  A car was pulled

over on the Camino Pablo off-

ramp off of Highway 24 at just

after midnight.  The driver of the

Toyota gave a blood sample than

confirmed he was driving under

the influence.  Sadly the very

brief police report gave no other

details for this reporter to work

with.  Adjectives, adverbs wel-

comed.

City Council Tuesday, October 5, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Orinda: www.cityoforinda.org

Chamber of Commerce: www.orindachamber.org

Public Meetings

•   Police Report   •

Civic News
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City Council Candidates 
Speak to Revenue and Infrastructure
By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda, like cities across the

state of California, has strug-

gled to generate sufficient revenue

to cover expenses and preserve

services which has forced the City

Council to institute staff furlough

days and reduce or eliminate fund-

ing to some programs over the past

two years. Orinda's revenue prob-

lem is further confounded by sig-

nificant infrastructure needs;

specifically, road, storm drain, and

water pipe repairs, which total an

estimated $100 million or more.

As part of the Lamorinda

Weekly’s ongoing election cover-

age, we asked the five candidates

for Orinda’s City Council to pro-

vide their answers to how to fix the

City’s money and road repair woes.

We posed the following question: 

What do you feel the City

Council should be doing over the

next four years to address the City’s

revenue problem and significant in-

frastructure needs?

Here’s what they had to say,

in their own words.

Tom McCormick (Incumbent)

During the past four years, I have

worked to fix our infrastructure

problems of crumbling roads, failed

storm drains, and inadequate fire-

water pipes by doing the following:

Seeking Federal and State

grants.  We have obtained more than

$5 million in funds over the past few

years to help pay for roads.  Current

road repairs in the Theatre District

are being paid for with State grants.

Cutting city expenses to

make more money available for in-

frastructure repairs.

Dedicating excess city re-

serves to road repairs.

Working in partnership with

neighborhoods to repair roads.  All

creative ideas are acceptable.

Reviewing how Orinda’s

property tax dollars are spent to find

money to fix roads and fire-water

pipes to hydrants.

Completing repairs with city

workers when possible so higher-cost

outside vendors are not necessary.

Looking for less expensive

and environmentally friendly alter-

natives. Moraga Way was repaved

using grant money and used ground

up tires mixed with road asphalt,

which also resulted in a quieter road

for neighboring homes.

Stop the State from taking

Orinda’s money—a yes vote on

Proposition 23 is appropriate.

Dean Orr

As a Council Member, I will search

for all possible sources of funding

to fix our roads. While we are for-

tunate that our City does have a bal-

anced budget, and that staff

furloughs were not required this

year, we do not have the revenue to

adequately repair and maintain our

roads and drains. I believe we must

be fiscally conservative as we re-

view and approve future budgets as

State and Federal funding continues

to be short and in some cases elim-

inated. We need to work together in

a spirit of cooperation with other

local agencies, the schools, utilities,

and the fire district, in order to

stretch our local taxpayer dollars

and to make sure that our tax dol-

lars stay at home and are not seized

by the state.

We must address our failed

roads and seek every funding op-

portunity to obtain revenue—in-

cluding grant money, bonds, and

partnering with the other involved

agencies-like EBMUD, PG&E, and

the Central Sanitary District—to

find funds to fix our roads. In the

short-term we must continue prior-

itizing road repairs from our limited

budget. We must continue to look

at alternate strategies for selecting

road repair projects, sequencing of

the work, and bundling of projects

to take the best advantage of the

construction bid process and stretch

our dollars.

Sue Severson (Incumbent)

Property tax is the main revenue

source for Orinda providing about

half the annual operating budget of

approximately $11 million. Sales

tax is the next largest revenue

source at about 10 percent. Orinda

has little control over the fact that

both revenue sources are shrinking.

The best options are to maintain a

balanced budget by reducing ex-

penses commensurate with revenue

declines, and find new revenue

sources. Last year, Orinda cut over

$500,000 from the budget, elimi-

nating an administrative position

and instituting furloughs. The City

Council will again closely evaluate

the budget midyear to determine if

additional adjustments are needed. 

In 2008, we formed a Finance

Advisory Committee of citizen vol-

unteers with financial expertise to

advise on the budget and to gener-

ate ideas for revenue enhancement.

I have been integrally involved in

the process and we have identified

a number of revenue enhancement

options. 

In the near term, however,

with little budget relief in sight, the

only way to address the significant

infrastructure needs is to efficiently

use every dollar designated for road

and drain repair, maximize grant

opportunities, partner with neigh-

borhoods and utilities to complete

work the City cannot fund, and seek

community collaboration on solu-

tions.

Amy Worth (Incumbent)

Through the City Council’s careful

budgeting and prudent use of tax

dollars, Orinda has been able to

maintain vital services even in these

times of economic hardship. To

maintain these services, Orinda will

need to continue to be vigilant with

expenses and through our strategic

planning budget process, fund those

services that are the highest priority

for the community.  

Improving our roads and

drains must continue to be a high pri-

ority of the City’s, and we must allo-

cate the maximum city resources

available to pave and repair roads

and drains.  Unfortunately, our rev-

enues do not begin to approach the

magnitude of the problem.  By pri-

oritizing the allocation of road

paving dollars, instituting the neigh-

borhood self-help paving program

and an aggressive pothole repair pro-

gram, we can repair and maintain the

roads that have the highest use by

Orinda residents.  We must continue

to allocate all our garbage franchise

fees and regional transportation

funds towards paving roads and ac-

tively seek state and federal road re-

construction grant funds, as we used

to pave Moraga Way. 

Now is not a good time to in-

creases taxes, but Orinda will need

to continue to explore future long

term revenue options to repair and

maintain our infrastructure.

Scott Zeller, MD

Thankfully, due to the strong work

and foresight of Orinda's Finance

Manager Emily Hobdy and City

Manager Janet Keeter, the City's

budget is balanced for the current

fiscal year with no employee fur-

loughs. But with a stagnant econ-

omy and decreasing tax proceeds,

the City must aggressively seek

new revenue opportunities to main-

tain our services and improve our

infrastructure. 

The roads clearly need repair,

yet after two bond issues were de-

feated at the polls, our voters have

said we need to look at alternatives

to tax increases.

One possibility is exploring

all possible avenues for government

grants. Another consideration is

shared-cost neighborhood assess-

ments, as the Crestview Drive peo-

ple have pioneered.

We should welcome and fa-

cilitate small businesses, which will

improve our sales tax income.

Orinda has somewhat of a reputa-

tion as being antagonistic to busi-

nesses. This must change.

In addition, we pay much

more in tax dollars than Moraga

does for our joint fire district. We

should renegotiate to get Moraga to

contribute their fair share, recaptur-

ing those monies towards our infra-

structure—without jeopardizing

our excellent fire services.

Regardless of the solution,

we need to make the infrastructure

repair a defined and untouchable

part of our annual budget.

“It’s a 1932 Model T-Deuce

[Replica].  There are only 100 made

in the whole world.  I’ve been driv-

ing it around in my yard.  It’s peace-

ful.  It’s joyful!”  -- Demetri
Counelis (9), Orinda

“It’s a darling car.  A 1958

Porsche Speedster.  There’s nothing

like an older Porsche.  Every time

they come out with a new one, the

old ones look better.” -- Brad
Shafer, San Francisco

“I like the simpler ones.

There’s a sedan with a navy blue in-

terior over there.  I’d drive it to

school and show it off.” -- Sophie
Belinn (14), Orinda

“This is Jim’s ’38 Harley

[Davidson] 45.  He has special cars

too—Cords—built in the 30’s, with

front wheel drive.  One of them is

collapsible…you know, what you

call convertible.  When I go for a

walk in the morning, I go down and

look at Jim’s cars: they’re such

beauties.” -- Bill Garrison (86),
Lafayette

“I keep it in my house, [his

’38 Harley], ‘cause I like to look at

it.” -- Jim Lawrence, Lafayette

This year’s auction and raffle

raised over $12,000 to benefit the

Educational Foundation of Orinda,

Seniors Around Town, and the

Orinda Historical Society.  Me-

chanics Bank sponsored the party

Friday evening and Orinda Motors

organized the event.

There was plenty of emotion

at the car show, but the most

poignant moment happened Friday

evening, when Chip Herman and

Steve Race put out a community

appeal.  “We asked people to give

whatever they could for the two

workers involved in the terrible ac-

cident that happened here,” Herman

said, referring to last June’s  elec-

trocution victims. He and Race

matched the donations with $1,000

each, raising a total of $5,500.

“There’s been some criticism that

not enough was done for the two

men,” Herman said.  “These guys

were workers who contributed to

Orinda.  Last night, there was sup-

port going beyond the borders of

our community; it was the best.”

See more photos on page S4

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP
USED & NEW BOOKS

ALWAYS DISCOUNTED!

OPEN EVERY DAY 9:30am - 7:30pm

925.258.9076

39 MORAGA WAY

ORINDA 94563
(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)

“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”
--DIABLO MAGAZINE

Orinda Parties with Cars
... continued from page A1
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