
From ugly duckling and public

nuisance to, many hope, Cin-

derella after a vigorous makeover.

As reported in our July 21 issue, a

vacant property near the El Curtola

Bridge was so dilapidated that ani-

mals were getting inside and the

County Building Inspection De-

partment had declared the rotting

back deck to be a hazard. 

The property was recently

purchased by Stan Wahl, a contrac-

tor, in partnership with Carolyn

Lacy of Contemporary Housing

Solutions LLC.  They plan to

quickly renovate the home and put

it up for sale.  

The interior has been com-

pletely cleaned out and work has

begun on updating the four bed-

room, three bath home.  The sag-

ging rear deck and all the yard

debris have been removed.

Although there were a

number of substantial liens

against the property the pair now

has a Quit Claim deed, along

with architectural plans that keep

the original footprint and roof

height.   They plan to re-config-

ure the awkward entry to open

up the main living space, mov-

ing the front door and providing

a view straight through the home

to the rolling hills beyond.   

The team anticipates the re-

model from the ground up will

take approximately three months.

If all goes according to plan, by

the first of next year the founda-

tion will be stabilized, floors lev-

eled, a new roof and new

sheetrock installed, two com-

pletely new bathrooms and a high

end kitchen will be in place - all

awaiting potential buyers. 

“On behalf of the City and

the neighbors we are very pleased

that it’s progressing so quickly,”

said Code Enforcement Officer

Mark Robbins.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, October 13, 2010Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA4

Lafayette Civic News continued
Tour of  Downtown EBMUD Pathway
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The Aqueduct right-of-way is lo-

cated between Mount Diablo

Boulevard and Highway 24.

“Residents and community

leaders have seen this site as a great

opportunity with significant chal-

lenges for years and now we have

the resources, thanks to a Caltrans

Community Planning Grant, to ask

and find answers to the tough ques-

tions including how to develop

public access along an aging drink-

ing water pipeline, how to cross

busy roadways, how to navigate

steep grades, how to tie the pathway

into the community, and ask who

would maintain a pathway in this

location,” said Moore.  

Back in 2006 the Lafayette

Bikeways Master Plan identified

studying the Aqueduct as a high pri-

ority project, as part of an overall

plan to improve safety and identify

and prioritized bikeway needs.

“Our job on this study is to

consider all the options and demon-

strate what the pros and cons are of

the various options so that residents

and elected officials can make an

informed decision about how to

proceed,” Moore explained.  “We’ll

be talking with local business own-

ers and residents and hosting a cou-

ple of evening workshops

showcasing these options in the

next several months.”

Along the route of the tour,

site specific design issues came up

at five stops.  “We heard while

walking the site that folks are con-

cerned about crossing at street level

at Oak Hill Road and First Street

because of traffic speed and driver

inattention even if the trail crossing

were to be protected with a traffic

signal,” said Moore. 

Many of the tour participants

noted a surprising amount of un-

derutilized space under the free-

way near the final tour stop at

Brown Avenue.  Ideas like a pos-

sible dog park, a trail head or an

opportunity for a park were sug-

gested.

The city has a number of

stakeholders in the potential project,

including EBMUD, Caltrans, East

Bay Regional Park District, and

BART.  “Let’s do technical analy-

sis to look at all the possibilities,”

said Leah Greenblatt, explaining

the purpose of the study at the first

stop of the tour.  

A river runs under it - exist-

ing pipes that transport water are

under the southern 50 feet of the

aqueduct right of way.  Moore said

that EBMUD is sensitive about soil

disruption directly above the large,

aging pipes – describing design op-

tions as “constrained.”

Later this fall there will be

focus groups with adjacent property

owners and a public workshop.

The public is invited to send com-

ments and concerns via the

www.lafayettepathway.com web-

site.  The Bikeways Master Plan,

background information and the

opportunity to sign up for future

emails can also be found on the

website. 

Flip This House, Please
By Cathy Tyson

In a letter to the Lafayette

Homeowners Council, Louder said

the District has reduced expendi-

tures by over $6 million by elimi-

nating 15 positions, controlling

overtime, deferring capital pur-

chases and improvements and elim-

inating entire programs.  The

International Association of Fire-

fighters Local 1230 has deferred

awarded raises until the 2011/2012

fiscal year.  The cuts account for

less than a 7% reduction in the total

$94,479,673 budget for fiscal year

2010/2011.

“The department is trying to

improve efficiency and effective-

ness,” said Louder.  “It’s a dynamic

situation – we are trying to maintain

adequate coverage,” adding that

neighboring communities, notably

the Moraga Orinda Fire District, will

provide mutual aid if a call comes in

closer to one of their stations. 

Although the new Chief

came to simply introduce himself at

the September 27 Lafayette City

Council Meeting, he received a

number of pointed questions about

potential station brown outs in

Lafayette.  Residents were con-

cerned about one of the three sta-

tions in town closing, criteria for

brown outs, and specifics regarding

District finances.

Resident and municipal em-

ployee Brian Smith said, “It gets

pretty frustrating and overwhelm-

ing pretty quick,” explaining that

civic workers are giving back 6% –

7% salary and have furlough days.

“I hope firefighters can make sacri-

fices like we do.”

At a Board of Supervisors

meeting the next day, Supervisor

Susan Bonilla summarized the

problem, “We realize we are facing

a crisis here.  We can all agree we’d

rather not make these choices –

property taxes are going down - the

consequence is that revenue de-

creased.  We have to figure out the

value of safety – what we’re will-

ing to spend.”  To that end the Su-

pervisors will be looking into a

parcel tax for future funding.  

For now there are no

Lafayette fire station closures or

brown outs.  The Board of Supervi-

sors did approve a contingency

funding plan that uses $8.7 million

in reserves and deferred $4 million

in workers compensation.  They

will be scheduling a Board work-

shop to discuss options and strongly

advocated for a dialogue between

residents and the District about

budget realities.

Fire District Faces Serious Financial Pain
... continued from page A1

Consultant Ian Moore addressing tour participants at the first stop 
behind the Veterans Memorial Building. Photo C. Tyson

Fire fighters leaving the Board of Supervisors meeting Photo Cathy Tyson

Go by Bike

Full Service Bike Shop:
Repairs  |  Tune-ups  |  Fittings

Over 250 Bikes in Stock!
Trek, Gary Fisher, Look, Orbea, Santa Cruz...

Road Racing  |  Road Touring Comfort Road

City Bikes Bike  |  Path Cruisers

Womens Specific Designs  |  Mtn. Cross-Country

All Mountain  |  Kids Mountain

Kids Road  |  Little Kids

969 Moraga Rd., Lafayette in La Fiesta Square   

284-9616 •   www.sharpbicycle.com

M-W 10-6, Th-F 10-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

Interior of foreclosed home prior to floor to ceiling renovation. Photo C. Tyson

To register go to www.lafayettechamber.org or www.active.com or call the 
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce at (925) 284-7404 

Thank you to our sponsors: 
Oakwood Athletic Club, Sport Basement, City of Lafayette, Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, Bowles & Verna LLP, 

Mountain Camp, Lafayette Rotary Club, Contra Costa Times, BMW Concord, Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 
ABsolute Center, Lovebugs, Mechanics Bank, 92.1 KKDV, Aasics, Lafayette Health Club, Peacock Construction, 

Generations in Jazz, 72 West -Pinnacle Promotions, Shops at Plaza Center, Allegro Copy & Print, 
Minuteman Press of Lafayette, Green Lantern Catering, Contra Costa Emergency Veterinary Center, 

Lafayette Physical Therapy, & EBMUD

Sunday, October 31
8:00am Downtown Lafayette

Parking available at BART
5K (8:30am) • 10K (8:45am)
2 Mile run/walk (9:00am)

FREE 

OUTDOOR MOVIE

Saturday, October 30TH - 7PM

MONSTERS, INC.

IN LAFAYETTE PLAZA

Bring blanket & chairs

Popcorn & hot chocolate available

Come in costume - prizes

It’s all
online!

www.lamorinda
weekly.com
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