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Acalanes' senior quarterback Mike Leamy (#7) hands the ball tOJunlor running back Joe Dreyer for a touchdown run against Campolindo last Friday.

Local Football Rivalries Pla

Miramonte defeats Acalanes who defeats Campolindo, the circle closes on Oct. 22 when Miramonte meets Campolindo

By Alex Kozela
"There's nothing like it."

Quote of the Week:

"Please join us in voting for..."

Lamorinda speaks out about the candidates.

Read Letters to the Editor, pages A10-412

LANOFINDA

hat's how Acalanes quarterback Michael

Leamy described defeating his team's archri-
vals Campolindo, 24-20, last Friday in a make-or-
break game that could end up being crucial to both
team's fortunes.

After losing to their neighbors for the past two
seasons and in jeopardy of falling to 0-2 in DFAL

Acalanes came from behind to win their first league
game of the season and halted their two-game los-
ing skid in the process.

"This game was about coming out and playing
hard for four quarters, playing one play at a time,
and getting after it from the very first play to the
very last," Acalanes head coach Mike Ivankovich
said. "We didn't even talk about winning. Accom-

Yet the Cougars (4-2, 0-2) were the team that
looked the sharpest out of the gates, as they went
63 yards on three plays in only the first minute,
leading to the game's first touchdown on a Joey
Bertrand run.

After the Dons (4-2, 1-1) equalized in the first
minute of the second quarter, Campolindo came
right back when Derrick Margerum scored on a

Town News A2-A12 (Diablo Foothill Athletic League) play, a determined  plishing that is more important than the win." one-yard run. ... continued on page S3
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10-10-10 L1 By Cathy Tyson rinda Visioning—what the City haanngs held by the Planning Commis-

Cal Shakes Season Closing L5 €€ Service delivery modification” — these three little words are the end result has labeled the next step in the  sion, the downtown segment of the report

Social Media for Business L8 of the Contra Costa County Fire Protection District’s staggering $12 mil- downtown revitalization  planning ~ Was sidelined by pu}DllF outcry over a

LSD Candidates on Budget L9 lion shortfall for the 2010/2011 fiscal year. “We simply don’t have enoughmoney | Process—sounds like a good way t? start ~ proposal tcs’saléow building height Ito 1n-

OUSD Candidates Forum L11 in the budget to continue the same level of service,” said Fire Chief Daryl Louder. talking about the futura of erada stwo  crease to eat In some areas. In re-
The Contra Costa Fire Protection District (District) serves 600,000 people | downtown commercial districts, The —sponse, the City has regrouped and

planned two public workshops to provide
community members the opportunity to
discuss how they want to see their down-
town change in the years to come.

The idea that Orinda’s aging com-
mercial districts could use a facelift is not
new. The City’s challenge has been to de-
velop a rational framework to facilitate
revitalization that coincides with a vision
for downtown that has broad support in

Crossroads and Orinda Village. In fact,
the City has been at work on developing
guidelines to revitalize the downtown for
over three years.

The current City Council set the
wheels in motion with the creation of the
Planning Process Review Task Force
(PPRTF) in September of 2007. Hun-
dreds of meetings and report pages later,
as the task force’s recommendations

via 30 fire stations in a 300 plus mile area from Antioch to Lafayette to Clayton
and beyond. Approximately 70% of the District’s 44,600 calls for service in 2009
were for emergency medical service.

The ugly truth is that without additional revenue, “There will be draconian
cuts to fire service,” said Louder, addressing the Board of Supervisors at a recent
meeting. With 88% of the District’s budget coming from steadily decreasing
property taxes across the county — something’s got to give.

Reserves are expected to be completely gone by next year. Having cut staff
and expenditures as much as possible, the Chief believes the only other option is
to reduce personnel which accounts for 85% of the District budget.
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... continued on page A4 were working their way through public ~ the community. ... continued on page A9
Mike Segrest: An Exit Interview A Conversation with Abraham Verghese
By Sophie Braccini By Lou Fancher

Mike Segrest, Moraga’s outgoing Town Man-
ager, talks with us about his experience and of-
fers his perspective on what needs to happen
for Moraga to remain a great place to live.
“The most dangerous thing to happen to Mor-
aga would be that nothing happens,” says Mike
Segrest, who believes our community is at a
turning point. Moraga is a bedroom commu-
nity with an 85% sales tax leakage.

... read on page A7

When I called Abraham Verghese for our phone inter-
view to preview his upcoming appearance at Lamor-
inda’s Three Communities, One Book Program on
October 26th, I was expecting to wait.

He’s a doctor, after all, and in my experience, that
meant 30-60 minutes thumbing through Psychology
Today, or Oprah’s O Magazine (guilty pleasure,) be-
fore hearing his caramel-toned voice. Instead, he was
ready, willing, and most poetically able to answer ques-
tions about health care, ... tead on page L4
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Dana Green Sarah E. Kellar

Lic. #01482454 Lic. #01805955

(925) 339-1918

DanaGreen@rockcliff.com
DanaGreenTeam.com

Lafayette

Public Meetings
City Council

Monday, October 25, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission

Monday, October 18, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review

Monday, October 12, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center in the Arts & Science Discovery Center

at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:

www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.lafayettechamber.org

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977
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Pottery Barn Charmer!

« 3BD/2BA Lafayette home w/ hardwoods, Anderson

windows, crown, updated lighting & more

« 2010 Eat-in kitchen w/ white cabinets, built-in
banquette, black granite & stainless appliances

« Great location close to Springhill, Acalanes,
Springbrook Pool & Lafayette Tennis Club!

3161 Stanley Blvd., Lafayette

$655,000
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Lafayette Sucks, 9/14/10 An
incredibly articulate, yet un-
known party vandalized the
“City of Lafayette” sign on Mt.
Diablo Boulevard. The vandal
added the word “sucks” to the
sign. Damage was estimated at
$50. We suggest that Vandal
Sucks try to find a more suit-
able venue to air his apparent
frustration — perhaps a
Lafayette City Council meet-
ing?

There it is! 9/26/10 A Brook
Street resident called Police to let
them know he found the bike that
was stolen from his garage on
August 28. There it was, locked
to a bike rack at the BART sta-
tion. Surely the new “owner”
was a bit surprised to discover
“his” bike had been stolen. The
bike was not reported stolen a
second time. We wonder how
long the walk home was.

* Police Report °

Not One, Not Two, but Three
Cars, 10/2/10 Two Safeway em-
ployees and a McCaulou’s em-
ployee discovered their cars had
been broken into in the rear lot be-
hind Safeway. The three vehicles
had their windows smashed, were
ransacked and items were stolen.
There are no suspects but a sur-
veillance video is being reviewed.
Total damage and loss to all vehi-
cles is estimated at nearly $1,000.

El Charro Gets Exciting in a Bad
Way, 10/5/10 After a verbal alter-
cation with a Lafayette man in the
El Charro parking lot, a Lodi man
pulled a gun out of the center con-
sole of his pickup truck before
driving away. The Lodi resident
was apprehended in Happy Val-
ley near the intersection of El
Nido and Upper Happy Valley
Road. A 38 special was discov-
ered in his truck, the truck was
towed and the man was trans-
ported to the Martinez Detention
Facility for booking. A message
to the gun wielder — “Hit the road
Jack and don’t you come back no
more, no more, no more, no
more.”

Candidates Congregate at Community Center

By Cathy Tyson
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Traci Reilly, Don Tatzin, Brand.t Andersson and Dino Riggio

Ithough originally scheduled

for the Sequoia Room, an
overwhelming turnout made pro-
ceeding there impossible, so candi-
dates and guests picked up chairs,
complimentary cookies and coffee
and moved to the significantly larger
Manzanita Room for the candidate
presentations sponsored by the
Lafayette Homeowners Council.

This helpful, neighborly ges-
ture illustrates the difference be-
tween local races and generally
more divisive state-wide contests.
While Jerry Brown and Meg Whit-
man duke it out on the airwaves,
more civility is required for School
Board and City Council candidates
that live in the neighborhood, coach
your kid’s soccer team or are a
member of your church.

Following School Board can-
didates, and presentations on
Proposition 22, City Council candi-
dates took turns at the podium high-
lighting their experience and their
platforms if elected. Wrapping up
the event were questions and an-
swers that ranged from innocuous —
changing a traffic signal on Pleas-
ant Hill Road, to an emotional res-
ident asking if city government is
run as efficiently as possible.

Although there were no big
surprises, there was a clear divide
between more mature incumbents
and younger contenders. As ex-
pected, well-spoken incumbents
Andersson and Tatzin reviewed
their qualifications and pointed out
their accomplishments over the past
four years. Andersson reminded

Photo Cathy Tyson

voters that The Lafayette Library
and Learning Center has opened,
priorities for obtaining open space
have been established, and an un-
precedented group effort collabo-
rated to purchase the 22-acre
Acalanes Ridge parcel. Tatzin fo-
cused on the current financial health
of the city: AAA credit rating, self
supporting Parks and Recreation
Department and a fully-funded city
employee defined contribution re-
tirement program.

Newcomers Traci Reilly and
Dino Riggio promised a fresh per-
spective and a new generation in
leadership. Riggio, 29, was clearly
nervous speaking in public and was-
n’t specific about what that fresh per-
spective translated to, but a confident
Reilly made points that seemed to

resonate with the audience.

She is against the Downtown
Specific Plan, calling it “three years
and $2 million on something resi-
dent’s don’t want” and the currently
off-the-table Charter City/Property
Transfer Tax Measure.

In response to the question re-
garding running the city as effi-
ciently as possible, none of the
candidates anwered yes or no.
Tatzin acknowledged that the Coun-
cil implemented most of the recom-
mendations of the Finance
Committee, composed of savvy
Lafayette business-people. Anders-
son explained that they may elimi-
nate one engineering position since
there have been fewer planning ap-
plications, adding that the city is pro-
viding services that residents ask for.

Reilly commented that it is
reasonable to look at staffing levels
and that no one is entitled to a job
for life. Riggio agreed with Reilly
but also mentioned that the budget
was balanced this year with $500 to
spare.

“This is your chance to view
democracy in action,” said moder-
ator and Lafayette Homeowners
Council President Marie Blits in her
opening remarks. Polls will be
open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on
Election Day, November 2. New
voter registration cards must be post
marked no later than October 18.
For U.S. Citizens that are over 18
registration forms can be found at
most post offices, the library and
city offices or go to
WWW.S08.ca.gov to register online.
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3645 Mt Diablo Blvd.,
| " Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988
www.waredesigns.com

50% off

Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

T watch battery per person. Exp. 11/15/10.
Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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Tour of Downtown EBMUD Pathway

Possible future multi-use path

By Cathy Tyson

i

Photo Cathy yson

With stops from Risa Road
to Brown Avenue, a field
tour of the East Bay Utility District
(EMBUD) Aqueduct Pathway il-
luminated the challenges and op-
portunities for this one and a half
mile long, one hundred foot wide
swath through the heart of down-
town. Right now the rustic, weed
filled path is unimproved, but it
doesn’t take an engineer to see that
it has a lot of potential.

Funded by a Caltrans grant,
the City of Lafayette conducted the
site tour and subsequent analysis

on October 2 to determine the fea-
sibility of a bike, stroller and
pedestrian pathway with Consult-
ant lan Moore of Alta Planning
and Design along with Leah
Greenblatt, Lafayette Transporta-
tion Planner, and representatives of
EBMUD.

There is an existing use
agreement with EBMUD for the
right-of-way; but how the pathway
might be developed, along with
who will pay for it, is all undeter-
mined at this point.

... continued on page A4

Don'’s Priorities:

B Protect Lafayette’s semi-rural environment
®  Fix remaining failed roads

®  Maintain Lafayette’s strong community spirit
® Manage finances prudently

® Support the library and provide high quality programming for all

Don Tatzin for Lafayette City Council

Don’s Service:

= City Council member since 1985; Mayor five times
= Co-chair of campaigns to improve roads and police
Library development, financing, and operations
School district strategic planning committee

Contra Costa Transportation Authority

Lafayette Community Foundation board member

Join Us in Supporting Don

B Solicit and respond to the views of residents, business managers
and property owners

®m Provide needed services to youth and seniors
What Your Neighbors Say About Don

“Don is one of the most experienced, dedicated and knowledgeable leaders I've ever known.
No matter whether the subject is about young children and parks or coordination with our
schools or our senior citizens 'needs for the future, Don listens so he can offer leadership.
I'll be voting for Don Tatzin.” Judy Carney
Former Member, Acalanes Union High School District; Former Member,
Lafayette School District Governing Board; Member, Lafayette Senior Services Commission;
2009 Lafayette Citizen of the Year
“Don knows that a vibrant business sector is part of a successful community and has
encouraged projects that have made downtown Lafayette more successful and attractive.’
Caesar Perales
President, Lafayette Chamber of Commerce; 2002 Lafayette Business Person of the Year;
CPA; Lafayette business owner

’

“Don’s idea for financing library operations and maintenance will save the City many

millions. Without his help, the library would never have become a reality.” Anne Grodin

Former Mayor; 1999 Citizen of the Year; Founding President of the Lafayette Community Foundation

“With Don's leadership we have been able to strengthen our hillside and ridgeline

protections and to move forward with acquisition of open space.” Jeanne Ateljevich

Lafayette Planning Commissioner; 2008 Lafayette Citizen of the Year

Paid for by Don Tatzin for City Council 2010. 3461 South Silver Springs Road, Lafayette, CA 94549
FPPC ID# 1328319. Contact Don at (925) 284-7694 or at Dontatzin@sbcglobal.net or go to www.smartvoter.org/vote/tatzin

Cathy O'Dea
Tom Adams Steve Cortese Richard & Anne Jacobberger John Otto
Don Anderson Walter Costa Matthew & Marissa Janopaul Suzy Pak
Mike Anderson & Courtney Murphree Jack Coulter Paul & Deborah Jansen Marie Parti
Brandt & Patricia Andersson Tom Courtright Don Jenkins Caesar & Carmen Perales
Rhonda Andronico Sue Cross Hilma, Mark, Sara & Steven Jones  Ruth Perkins
Carl & Sharon Anduri Rich Cunningham Suzanne Jones Michele Perrault
Ann & Peter Appert Patricia Curtin-Tinley Thomas & Maryellen Judson Jim Perry
JoAnne Archer Marechal & Doris Duncan Art Kapoor Ellen & Steve Poling
Jeanne & Jack Ateljevich John & Alex Engs John Kiefer Walter Price
Guy Atwood Roger & Pat Falcone Kathy Kovell Margaret Race
Ruth Bailey Tracey Karsten Farrell & Glenn Farrell  Dennis Krentz Ellen Reintjes
Patty Battersby & Jim Cunha Carol & Doug Federighi Wei-Tai Kwok Mardy Robinson
Jim & Jacque Bava Tom & Jennifer Fellner Todd LaPorte Bob & Sally Roche
Don & Joan Beerline Paul Fillinger Kris & Robin Leamy Renee Rogers
Geoffrey & Sally Bellenger Jim Fisher Gwenn & John Lennox Karen Rose
Erin & Eric Benisek Jim Fitzsimmons & Kris Torske Mo & Wendy Levich Liz Rosenberg
Diane Bierwagen Judith & Keith Flachsbart Adrian & Mary Jane Levy Jeff Rosenthal
Jane & Curt Blomstrand Teresa & Brian Fournier Sharon Lingane Ivor & Sharon Samson
Jon & Ann Bone Pamela Freund-Striplin Richard & Anna Marie Lininger Jeane & Roger Samuelsen
Marielle Boortz Judy Garvens Don Lively Jerry Schauffler
Kathy & Rick Bowles Teresa & Michael Gerringer Clyde Long Chris & Leo Schiavello
Ken Bozzini Lamont Gilbert Will & Sallie Lovitt Joanne Schweibinz
Jan & Jack Browne Mike Gilson & Catherine Blake Jim Lucas Cindy Sevilla
Bill Bucher Bob & Kelly Gotelli Budd MacKenzie Shayne Silva
Howard & Linda Bulos Anne & Reigh Granlund Byrne & Oystein Mathisen Carol & Bob Singer
Todd Burlingame Frank & Mary Grannis Colleen & Pat McCarty Catherine Sinnott
Caity & Lee Burrows Dana Green Wendy McClain Sarah Sivesind
George Burtt & Gayle Grant Katherine Greenberg Mary & Daryl McCosker Fran Sticha
Judy & Steve Carney Anne & Marshall Grodin Roberta McCoy Chuck Stuart
Carey & Bill Carpenter Susan Hahn Jan McHale Jean Tajima
Cathy & Larry Challacombe Tom & Elizabeth Henry Roni & Paul Melmed Dwight Taylor & Carolyn Searls
Darci & Ken Chan Brenda & Gordon Hepler Kathy & Mike Merchant Stephenie & Dan Teichman
Michelle Chan Lynn & David Hiden Fran Miller Janet & Ramsey Thomas
Rita Charles William & Mary Ann Hoisington Gordon & Nancy Mills Jim & Allison Todhunter

Tom Chastain & Renee Chow
Philip Chernin & Chris Voll
Matt & Katie Chivers

Sereta Churchill

Tom & Joan Cleveland

John Coleman

Whiff Collins

Chris & Dean Coons

Gene & Gretel Holit

Anne & Mark Mitchell

Robin & Dick Holt Dorothy & Jeffrey Moore
Scott & Marilyn Honegger Corby Mullins

Erling & Pat Horn Karen & Tom Mulvaney

Ann Huchingson Ron & Mary Nahas

Eliot Hudson Don & Judy Nelson

Jane & Ron Hufft Scott Newman

Rick Humann Cheryl, Chuck & Brayton Noll

Art Ungar

David & Janet van Etten
Doug Warrick

George & June Wasson
Richard Whitmore

Tom & Pat Whitten

Hugh & Mary Anne Winig
Peter Zolintakis
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Whole Foods Slowly Moves Closer to

Completion
By Cathy Tyson

First Lucky’s, then Albertsons, hopefully third time’s the charm when Whole Foods open; in

downtown Lafayette.
Residents wondering what’s
up with the mysterious con-
struction trailer at the corner of the
Whole Foods Market parking lot
should wonder no more. Work is
slated to begin on the long awaited
grocery store in the near future.

“It should open in the early
part of next year. We’re just await-
ing a final building permit from the
City,” said Adam Smith, Whole
Foods Project Manager. “We’re
very excited.”

To the untrained eye, it’s im-
possible to see the massive amount
of work it took to get to this point.
The original proposal was referred
to the City Engineer, Circulation
Commission staff, City Traffic
Consultant, City Landscape Con-
sultant, Central Sanitary District,
EBMUD, Fire Protection District,
County Health Department, Cal-
trans, the Chamber of Commerce
and Lafayette Police.

Then there were parking
considerations. As reported in

March 2008, the Fire District had
increased its space requirements
for the fire lanes at the rear of the
store. The loss of these twenty
spaces made complying with cur-
rent Municipal Code of one park-
ing spot per 250 square feet of net
floor area for retail businesses im-
possible. There were just not
enough spots in the existing lot to
accommodate shoppers and em-
ployees.

That led to the purchase of a
.72 acre employee lot at the corner
of Deer Hill Road and First Street.
Although conveniently located
near the store, the lot is bounded
on three sides by roads making
getting in and out a potential chal-
lenge. This led to traffic studies by
both Lafayette and Whole Foods.
“This has contributed to the length
of the process,” said Smith. When
complete the lot will meet all re-
quirements including landscaping,
fencing and drainage.

Project Planner Lindy Chan

Photo C. Tyson
explained the current status, “The
applicant is submitting materials
based on their conditions of ap-
proval and I believe we are await-
ing comments from various
agencies, such as the health de-
partment, central sanitary, Cal-
trans, etc. The City of Lafayette is
also reviewing the plans and pro-
viding comments.” This part of
the process varies and can take up
to a month; once the City has
signed off on the plans, the Build-
ing Inspection Department will re-
view them and issue permits.

In 2011 look for the store to
open with its bakery, color-coded
sustainability-rated seafood,
ready to go take-out meals and
not a plastic bag in sight. The
new store will also feature out-
door tables similar to the Walnut
Creek Whole Foods location.
Shoppers can enjoy a slice of
pizza outside and the public art
that is required under the Public
Art Ordinance.
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THE ELENA HOOD GROUP SELLS LAMORINDA!

452 MILLFIELD PL., MORAGA
Desirable Location!

This great home has a flat yard and is
located on a cul-de-sac. It has 2377 sqft
of living space with 5 Br, 3 Ba including
an in-law/au pair suite. New roof, paint,

expansive lawn. Close to schools.
Offered at $865,000
www.452Millfield Pl.com

Page: A3

4 MAGEE CT., MORAGA
Tastefully updated in Sanders Ranch!
This 4 Br, 3 Ba 2740 sqft home offers a
gourmet kitchen adjoining the nook and

family room. There is a large lawn, pool

and spa in the spacious back yard. On a

cul-de-sac, close to schools & park.

Offered at $1,249,000

www.4MageeCt.com

1843 ST ANDREWS DR
MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB
Spacious Home with Views!

This large 4 Br, 2.5 Ba 3424 sqft. home
with soaring ceilings & walls of glass,
offers golf course views and great Moraga
Country Club amenities. Great value!

Offered at $1,038,000

www.1843StAndrewsDr.com

These Fine Homes are now Pending or Just Sold!

9 Shannon Court, Moraga --- Just Sold --- $2,465,000
503 Silverado Drive, Lafayette --- Just Sold --- $795,000
75 Jean Court, Moraga --- Just Sold --- $1,544,200
8 Merrill Dr., Moraga --- Just Sold --- $1,500,000
657 Sky Ranch Court, Lafayette --- Sale Pending --- $1,095,000

Call us for a complimentary market
and staging evaluation.

Visit www. Orinda.com for local real estate information
and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

ORINDA - MORAGA - LAFAYETTE

) ELENA HOOD g

REAL ESTATE GROUP
(925)254-3030 WWW.ORINDA.COM

DRE: 1221247

RE-ELECT

2006-present

Comm., 1995-97

BRANDT

ANDERSSON

LAFAYETTE CITY COUNCIL

Mayor, Lafayette, 2009-present
Councilmember, Lafayette City Council, 2002,

Director, Lafayette Community Found., 2005-07
Chair, Lafayette Public Safety Implementation

Chair, Orinda Planning Commission, 1989;
Commissioner 1987-89

“Brandt is a thoughtful, insightful councilmember. His grasp
of the issues is evident at every turn.
on him to continue to provide good ideas and to make sound
decisions. His gentle, wry wit is a bonus.

willing to serve.”
-- Judy Garvens,

Former Mayor and Citizen of the Year
I ——
To preserve and enhance the quality of life in Lafayette,

we need strong continuing city leadership:

Fiscal Responsibility:

Lafayette balances our budgets, maintains reserves 50%
above our target, and holds a AAA bond rating. We
continue to provide the level of services our citizens

expect.

We need to continue to provide a level of services that we
can sustain over the long term;

We must prioritize our financial needs and be creative in
seeking additional funding for city projects;

We will continue to balance budgets to sustain our
financial reserves and maintain our top bond ratings.

Downtown Development:

The new Library and Learning Center has provided a focus
for civic activity in downtown Lafayette.

It is critical to continue to support a vital, friendly
downtown, by working with local businesses, improving
infrastructure and amenities, and long term planning that

“This is a time when we need leadership that builds
collaboration among community groups. Having worked
with Brandt in multiple situations, | have seen him create
consensus out of chaos. He is bright, cares deeply about
this town, and has a vision of Lafayette that | share.”

-- Kathy Merchant, Program Director, Lafayette
Library & Learning Center Foundation
I —
Residential Character:
Despite the economy, Lafayette homes have held their
value.

Maintaining the semi-rural character of our
neighborhoods and our open spaces is paramount;

We must set and enforce consistent development
standards that respect neighborhood character;

We will continue to seek opportunities for affordable
housing, especially for seniors.

Open Space Preservation:

We have permanently preserved Acalanes Ridge in
collaboration with Walnut Creek, East Bay Parks, and
Muir Heritage Land Trust.

We have identified open space preservation priorities.

We seek opportunities to collaborate with other agencies
and organizations to preserve key open spaces;

We must incorporate hillside and ridgeline preservation
and development of creeks, trails, and parks in our land
use planning.

| know we can count

| am grateful he is

respects diverse concerns and the significant
constraints on our infrastructure.
I ——
Personal:
Lafayette Resident since 1993
Parent of Lafayette school children, 1996-present
Tenor, Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church Choirs
Coach, Lafayette youth soccer (LMYA), 14 seasons
Married to Patricia for 38 years, law partners for 13 years

I —
Professional & Education:
Attorney, 18 years
Andersson & Andersson PC, Walnut Creek
McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enersen, Walnut Creek
Research Scientist, 13 years
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
University of California, Berkeley,
Juris Doctor
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Councilmember Mike Anderson
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Councilmember Don Tatzin

Former Mayor Tom Cleveland
Former Mayor Judy Garvens
Former Mayor Anne Grodin
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Doug Federighi
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Teresa Gerringer
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Marshall Grodin
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Linnea attends Campolindo High School
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Michael and Joan Heller

Ken and Kristi Hertel

Lynn and David Hiden

Alison Hill

Mary Ann and William Hoisington
Gene and Gretel Holit

Wally and Sue Holmen

Dick and Robin Holt

Scott and Marilyn Honegger
Jeanne and R. Buckley Hughes
Don and Linda Jenkins

Mary Ann Armstrong, Roger John-
son

Suzanne Jones

Art Kapoor and Judith Haxo
John Kiefer

Lois Laine

Gwen and John Lennox

Lisa and Jeff Lindgren

Kathy Liston

Don Lively

Clyde Long

Will Lovitt

Budd MacKenzie

Massachusetts Inst. of Tech (MIT)

Master of Architecture, Bachelor of Science

Karen and Al Maggio

Bill Marquand

Byrne and Oystein Mathisen
John and Colleen McCormick
Mary McCosker

Jan McHale

Kathy Merchant

Tom and Karen Mulvaney
Courtney Murphree

Cheryl and Chuck Noll
Michael O’Brien

Cathy O’Dea

Jim and Cam Olufson

Bruce Paltenghi

Jeff Peacock

Ruth Perkins

Val and Jeff Pettegrew
Michelle and Steve Reynolds
Steve and Sharon Richard
Mardy Robinson

Karen Rose

Linda Rosenthal

Roger and Jeane Samuelsen
Robert and Deborah Sandberg

Please join your friends and neighbors supporting Brandt Andersson for City Council and give him your vote on November 2™

Cindy Sevilla

Jeanette Shearer

Robert and Margie Shusta
Shayne Silva

Carol and Bob Singer
Catherine Sinnott

Renee and Michael Sitzman
Joseph and Lynn Smith
Donald and Elizabeth Stanners
Diane and Hal Steuber

Fran Sticha

Dan Stokes

Ed and Betty Stokes

Janet and Ramsay Thomas
Stephenie and Dan Teichman
Patty and John Todd

Donn and Tracy Walklet

Leslie and Graham Westphal
Pat and Tom Whitten
Mary-Jane Wood

Greg and Jodi Young

Paid for by Brandt Andersson for City
Council 2010, 3461 S. Silver Springs Road,
Lafayette, CA 94549
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GARDEN NEED HELP?

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Start with L.a.f-.fm Craig I.,andampmq

AWARD-WINNING DESIGNS
tuality, Value and Service 1988
SUSTAINABLE YEAR-REOUND BEAUTY

LOW MAINTENANCE = LOW WATEE USE
Fine and Organic Gardening Service

L a‘ndﬁcng Eenovation and
Drainage Specialists

Call us today for
a FREE consultation.

Horticulturist » Designer » Contractor
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The Aqueduct right-of-way is lo-
cated between Mount Diablo
Boulevard and Highway 24.
“Residents and community
leaders have seen this site as a great
opportunity with significant chal-
lenges for years and now we have
the resources, thanks to a Caltrans
Community Planning Grant, to ask
and find answers to the tough ques-
tions including how to develop

www.lamorindaweekly.com

& 925-377-0977
Lafayette Civic News continued

Tour of Downtown EBMUD Pathway

.. continued from page A2

Consultant lan Moore addressing tour participants at the first stop
behind the Veterans Memorial Building.

Photo C. Tyson

public access along an aging drink-
ing water pipeline, how to cross
busy roadways, how to navigate
steep grades, how to tie the pathway
into the community, and ask who
would maintain a pathway in this
location,” said Moore.

Back in 2006 the Lafayette
Bikeways Master Plan identified
studying the Aqueduct as a high pri-
ority project, as part of an overall

plan to improve safety and identify
and prioritized bikeway needs.

“Our job on this study is to
consider all the options and demon-
strate what the pros and cons are of
the various options so that residents
and elected officials can make an
informed decision about how to
proceed,” Moore explained. “We’ll
be talking with local business own-
ers and residents and hosting a cou-
ple of evening workshops
showcasing these options in the
next several months.”

Along the route of the tour,
site specific design issues came up
at five stops. “We heard while
walking the site that folks are con-
cerned about crossing at street level
at Oak Hill Road and First Street
because of traffic speed and driver
inattention even if the trail crossing
were to be protected with a traffic
signal,” said Moore.

Many of the tour participants
noted a surprising amount of un-
derutilized space under the free-
way near the final tour stop at
Brown Avenue. Ideas like a pos-
sible dog park, a trail head or an

Wednesday, October 13, 2010

opportunity for a park were sug-
gested.

The city has a number of
stakeholders in the potential project,
including EBMUD, Caltrans, East
Bay Regional Park District, and
BART. “Let’s do technical analy-
sis to look at all the possibilities,”
said Leah Greenblatt, explaining
the purpose of the study at the first
stop of the tour.

A river runs under it - exist-
ing pipes that transport water are
under the southern 50 feet of the
aqueduct right of way. Moore said
that EBMUD is sensitive about soil
disruption directly above the large,
aging pipes — describing design op-
tions as “constrained.”

Later this fall there will be
focus groups with adjacent property
owners and a public workshop.
The public is invited to send com-
ments and concerns via the
www.lafayettepathway.com web-
site. The Bikeways Master Plan,
background information and the
opportunity to sign up for future
emails can also be found on the
website.

It’s all
online!

www.lamorinda
weekly.com
1234

View our online port folio at

www.CraiglLandscaping.com

LLEFS
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Full Service Bike Shop:
Repairs | Tune-ups | Fittings
Over 250 Bikes in Stock!
Trek, Gary Fisher, Look, Orbea, Santa Cruz...

Road Racing | Road Touring Comfort Road
City Bikes Bike | Path Cruisers
Womens Specific Designs | Mtn. Cross-Country
All Mountain | Kids Mountain
Kids Road | Little Kids

969 Moraga Rd,, Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616 - www.sharpbicycle.com

M-W 10-6,Th-F 10-7, Sat 9-6,Sun 12-5

18th Annual
Lafaycttc Reservoir Run

Flip This House, Please

By Cathy Tyson

Interior of foreclosed home prior to roor to ceiling renovation.

From ugly duckling and public
nuisance to, many hope, Cin-
derella after a vigorous makeover.
As reported in our July 21 issue, a
vacant property near the El Curtola
Bridge was so dilapidated that ani-
mals were getting inside and the
County Building Inspection De-
partment had declared the rotting
back deck to be a hazard.

The property was recently
purchased by Stan Wahl, a contrac-
tor, in partnership with Carolyn
Lacy of Contemporary Housing
Solutions LLC. They plan to
quickly renovate the home and put
it up for sale.

The interior has been com-
pletely cleaned out and work has
begun on updating the four bed-
room, three bath home. The sag-
ging rear deck and all the yard
debris have been removed.

Although there were a
number of substantial liens
against the property the pair now
has a Quit Claim deed, along
with architectural plans that keep
the original footprint and roof
height. They plan to re-config-
ure the awkward entry to open
up the main living space, mov-
ing the front door and providing
a view straight through the home

Photo C.Tyson

to the rolling hills beyond.

The team anticipates the re-
model from the ground up will
take approximately three months.
If all goes according to plan, by
the first of next year the founda-
tion will be stabilized, floors lev-
eled, a new roof and new
sheetrock installed, two com-
pletely new bathrooms and a high
end kitchen will be in place - all
awaiting potential buyers.

“On behalf of the City and
the neighbors we are very pleased
that it’s progressing so quickly,”
said Code Enforcement Officer
Mark Robbins.

Sponsored by

(akwood

ATHLETIC CLUB

sSunday, October 31

8:00am Downtown Lafayette
Parking availahble at BART

5K (8:30am) « 10K (8:45am)
2 Mile run/walk (9:00am)

To register go to www.lafayettechamber.org or www.active.com or call the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce at (925) 284-7404

Thank you to our sponsors:

Oakwood Athletic Club, Sport Basement, City of Lafayette, Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, Bowles & Verna LLP,
Mountain Camp, Lafayette Rotary Club, Contra Costa Times, BMW Concord, Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
ABsolute Center, Lovebugs, Mechanics Bank, 92.1 KKDV, Aasics, Lafayette Health Club, Peacock Construction,
Generations in Jazz, 72 West -Pinnacle Promotions, Shops at Plaza Center, Allegro Copy & Print,
Minuteman Press of Lafayette, Green Lantern Catering, Contra Costa Emergency Veterinary Center,
Lafayette Physical Therapy, & EBMUD

Fire District Faces Serious Financial Pain

.. continued from page A1l

Fire fighters leaving the Board of Superwsors meeting

In a letter to the Lafayette
Homeowners Council, Louder said
the District has reduced expendi-
tures by over $6 million by elimi-
nating 15 positions, controlling
overtime, deferring capital pur-
chases and improvements and elim-
inating entire programs. The
International Association of Fire-
fighters Local 1230 has deferred
awarded raises until the 2011/2012
fiscal year. The cuts account for
less than a 7% reduction in the total
$94.,479,673 budget for fiscal year
2010/2011.

“The department is trying to
improve efficiency and effective-

Photo Cathy Tyson

ness,” said Louder. “It’s a dynamic
situation — we are trying to maintain
adequate coverage,” adding that
neighboring communities, notably
the Moraga Orinda Fire District, will
provide mutual aid if a call comes in
closer to one of their stations.
Although the new Chief
came to simply introduce himself at
the September 27 Lafayette City
Council Meeting, he received a
number of pointed questions about
potential station brown outs in
Lafayette. Residents were con-
cerned about one of the three sta-
tions in town closing, criteria for
brown outs, and specifics regarding

District finances.

Resident and municipal em-
ployee Brian Smith said, “It gets
pretty frustrating and overwhelm-
ing pretty quick,” explaining that
civic workers are giving back 6% —
7% salary and have furlough days.
“Thope firefighters can make sacri-
fices like we do.”

At a Board of Supervisors
meeting the next day, Supervisor
Susan Bonilla summarized the
problem, “We realize we are facing
acrisis here. We can all agree we’d
rather not make these choices —
property taxes are going down - the
consequence is that revenue de-
creased. We have to figure out the
value of safety — what we’re will-
ing to spend.” To that end the Su-
pervisors will be looking into a
parcel tax for future funding.

For now there are no
Lafayette fire station closures or
brown outs. The Board of Supervi-
sors did approve a contingency
funding plan that uses $8.7 million
in reserves and deferred $4 million
in workers compensation. They
will be scheduling a Board work-
shop to discuss options and strongly
advocated for a dialogue between
residents and the District about
budget realities.
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Traci will provide a new perspective on the City Council.
She is committed to protecting our neighborhoods,
preventing rampant downtown development, and
ensuring a fiscally prudent City government.

~ Ilvor Samson, Former Lafayette Mayor and Councilman

Wasteful Spending

Over $2M in consultant fees and staff salaries spent on the
Downtown Specific Plan (DSP).

The Redevelopment Agency (RDA) “out of business”.*

NO money to revitalize existing businesses

NO money to repay loans to the City to fund street repairs
Millions of dollars wasted on cost overruns on capital projects.
Projected huge deficits in 3-5 years, in the millions of dollars.*
No reduction in staffing despite completion of 2 capital projects.

Council awarded City staff a cumulative 21% salary increase over 3 years.

The Lafayette City Manager paid 47% and 38% more than City Managers
for Moraga and Orinda, respectively.

City borrowing through the RDA has been with low bond ratings from
BBB- to A, resulting in higher interest costs.

*Per Lafayette Administrative Services Director
**Based on March 2010 Staff Budget Projections

Semi-Urban NOT Semi-Rural

e Amended the General Plan 8 times since 2002 in favor of higher density
and increased height limits.

Support the DSP process which increases the population density
downtown by 19%.

e Per the EIR (Environmental Impact Report), 6 out of 14 traffic
problems cannot be mitigated by the DSP.

One voted for high-density, multi-family/office zoning on the Christmas
tree lot (corner of Pleasant Hill and Deer Hill Road) - one of the city's
busiest intersections.

Entrenched and Insular

Lack of responsiveness to the community.

Large, vocal opposition needed to get Council's consideration on
residents' concerns.

Charter City / Transfer Tax

The Downtown Specific Plan (DSP)
Deer Hill Road, Christmas tree lot
The No Solicitation Ordinance
Murray Lane Trall

Scheduling and posting of Council and Commission meetings not
conducive to participation by many of our residents.

Not enough time allowed for community response/input to meeting
agendas.

No consistent policy for Council and Commission notifications
via email or postings on the city's website.

| welcome your comments or
suggestions. Please contact me at:

tracireilly@gmail.com or visit

www.tracireilly.com

Paid for by Traci Reilly for Lafayette City Council 2010

Traci Reilly

While | was Chief of Police in the City of Lafayette, Traci
took an active role in working with the police depart-
ment to help prevent crimes. Together we met with
school and neighborhood groups to hear their concerns.
I think Traci would do a great job on City Council and
would continue to focus on public safety.

~ Mike Fisher, former Lafayette Chief of Police

Traci Stands For:

Fiscal Restraint / Accountability

¢ Against the DSP and will end needless spending.

e The RDA should repay the $6 million it owes to
the General Fund. The money could then be used
to fix roads and drains.

¢ Adjust staffing and employee compensation to
reflect the current economic and funding
environment.

® NO on the Charter City proposal and Property
Transfer Tax as a way to raise funds.

Thoughtful Growth

* Yes to the existing General Plan

¢ NO to a proposed 19% population growth
consolidated in the downtown.

¢ Yes to sustainable growth without increasing
height limits.

¢ Yes to growth in less congested areas such as the
eastern end of town.

A Fresh Voice and Greater Transparency

| will LISTEN and be RESPONSIVE to you.

| will encourage and enable greater participation
among ALL our citizens.

All meetings and agendas to be posted on the
city's website and distributed via email to
subscribers.

Explore webcasting or Podcasting City Council
meetings.

¢ Allow 5 full business days for the public to provide
input to City agendas.

Traci

Reilly

for Lafayette City Council

VOTE for TRACI REILLY!

Page: AS
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Public Meetings

Town Council Wednesday, October 27, 7:30 pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School, 1010 Camino Pablo

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

- -

3235 Stanley Blvd., Lafayette

International Experience, Local Expertise.

A s a real estate professional, I know the little things that help sell homes fast. Let me help
you set the stage, market your property, and find the perfect buyer for your home.
Selling your home can be made simple- call me today.  Bilingue anglais-francais

JULIE BARLIER

Exira Bl ! Lanroer o ory Revadti

Wednesday, October 13, 2010

Julie Barler
(925) 588-4300

www. JulieBarlier.com

Planning Commission Monday, October 18, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Design Review
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Tuesday, October 25, 7:00 pm

By Sophie Braccini

Liaison Friday, November 12, 8:00 am

Five Candidates, Two Seats

Council candidates have very different visions for Moraga

Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga online: ~www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:  www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: ~ www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

* Police Report °
Police Blotter will be back

. s
next time

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

It’s not too late to sign up for Fall Recreation classes.
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- Supper Club for Teens - Learn to cook healthy meals
(ages 11-15) Tuesdays from 4:00-6:00pm.
- AARP Drivers Safety Course - Tues/Fri, 10/19 & 10/22
- Award winning dessert pie making class — 10/4

Ceamis Wanken
watch viden
AL KISEL)

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It's no accident more people trust State Farm.
| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga
925-376-2244
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
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Please submit Letters and Opinions:

letters@lamorindaweekly.com

3 MONTHS
FREE RENT!

BACK BY
POPULAR
DEMAND:
SA's
Famous
DEAL...
GET YOUR
UNIT WHILE
THEY'RE
STILL
AVAILABLE!

ORAGE

UNIT FOR 6 MONTHS, AND PAY
FOR ONLY 3*

DoN'T MISS THIS STORAGE OPPORTUNITY....HURRY!
MANY UNITS AVAILABLE IM SEVERAL SITE CATEGORIES.
S5A's SPECIAL SALES PROMOTION MUST END OCcT. 315

HTAKE A TOUR OF 5A AND RECEIVE A FREE $5 TERZETTO'S CARD H

UsE 5A's FREE VAN

1 g ' TOoMOVE IN
*ﬁﬁeﬂ‘ AAAAA
RENTE)SPACE

Stoare It Yoursell & Save

(925) 631-7000

455 MorAGA RD.. STE. F
MoRAGA, CA
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here were no snappy ex-

changes or heated disputes
when the five civic-minded resi-
dents vying for two open seats on
the Moraga Town Council con-
vened at a forum sponsored by the
Moraga Citizens Network and the
Moraga Movers. The candidates
spoke in sequence, answered ques-
tions from the audience and made
timed statements. Although there
were few direct arguments, it was
clear that the contenders and the
incumbents have very different
views on how to manage the town,
find resources to fund road repairs,
and promote development.

The challengers, Dennis
Wanken, Eleni Wanken and Seth
Freeman, expressed dissatisfaction
with the way public affairs are
being run; while the two incum-
bents, Dave Trotter and Ken Chew,
took credit for a balanced budget
and the approval of the new
Downtown Specific Plan.

At the top of everyone’s
agenda are the Town’s finances
and where to find the $30-$50 mil-
lion dollars necessary to maintain
the town’s infrastructure (roads
and storm drains).

The challengers found it
easy to criticize the incumbents for
not tackling the road problem dur-
ing their tenure. “We need to find a
way to pay for these things that
have been deferred not only prior
to the last four-year terms, but dur-
ing these last four years,” said
Freeman.

Responding to these criti-
cisms, Trotter and Chew presented
the work done in 2009 by the Rev-
enue Enhancement Committee as
the necessary first step in address-
ing the problem.

In its preamble the Commit-
tee’s report notes, “Moraga does
not have a spending problem, it
has a revenue problem.” This was
not the opinion of the Wankens or
Freeman, who all said that savings
would be their first order of busi-
ness.

wabch ¥iden
RELHTERAL

The Moraga Town Council Candidates Forum can be viewed on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link.

“Why are we so focused on
increasing revenue when we
should have focused on decreas-
ing costs?” asked D. Wanken.
“The incumbents had a fantastic
chance to initiate pension reform
in the town by putting the new
Town Manager on a defined ben-
efit plan or a 401K-style plan...,”
said Seth Freeman, “these kind of
pension reforms could save hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to
the town.”

According to Chew and
Trotter, all possible reductions
have been made and new taxes
will be necessary to find the
money to address the maintenance
deficit. Chew emphasized the
need to inform and educate the
residents, and Trotter indicated
that a benefit assessment district
could be established, but that vot-
ers would ultimately have to de-
cide what quality of infrastructure
they want.

Freeman explained that he’s
not fond of taxation but does not
see any way to avoid it. “A sales
transfer tax can be a source of rev-
enue to make the capital improve-
ments we require,” he said, “there
is no better time than when you
have a homeowner selling and a
home buyer who wants to move
in... the actual pain of the transfer
tax is not fully felt by the buyer.”
He added that raising bonds could
be a good solution too.

Not unexpectedly, the Dol-
lar Tree question reared its ugly
head, as did the issue of revitaliz-
ing the Rheem Center. Freeman,
who claims a background in com-
mercial real estate and community
development, stated that the strat-
egy of Kimco (which owns the
Rheem Center) is clear: “their plan
is to get rid of the small undercap-
italized tenants and fill it (the
Rheem Center) up as soon as they
can with national retailers, so they
can get a good appraisal, refinance
it and get rid of it. But we don’t
control it and that’s just the fact.”

Trotter noted that he be-
lieves that some of Kimco’s prob-
lems in that center are “selt
inflicted wounds,” probably refer-
ring to raised rents that led tenants
to leave. He would not comment
about the Dollar Tree prior to the
Town Council’s discussion on Oc-
tober 13. Chew noted that govern-
ment has no authority to tell an
owner what store should open in
their property.

Dennis Wanken said that he
was “a firm believer in private
property rights” and that he was in
support of a store that would re-
place the current vacancies; his
wife added that the store would be
welcomed by some of the Moraga
citizens. She said she talked to
residents who cannot afford to buy
shampoo at CVS and would be
happy to have a Dollar Tree store
in town.

Moraga’s Specific Plan was
another issue on which incum-
bents and challengers took dra-
matically different positions. The
Plan allows the creation of a
downtown area around School
Street, the renovation of the Mor-
aga Center, the addition of retail
and office space, and the con-
struction of single and multi-fam-
ily housing.

When Trotter and Chew
promised that the next four years
will see the start of the plan’s im-
plementation, the three chal-
lengers begged to differ.

D. Wanken drew a laugh
from the crowd when he began,
“Using the yardstick of Palos
Colorados, I think I stand a better
chance of ending up at Moraga
Royale before the Moraga Spe-
cific Plan is implemented. I don’t
see (the plan) happening in a
four-year term.”

“This plan needs a fresh
look,” stated Freeman, who
doubts that the plan would be
good in the long term, and be-
lieves that planning for work-
force housing in the current real
estate market is not realistic. He
was not more optimistic for the
development of new office
space; “I see plenty of ‘for rent’
signs in Moraga... it’s difficult
to bring professional employees
into Moraga.”

As the evening came to an
end, the candidates presented
their qualifications to formulate
public policy. E.Wanken high-
lighted the skills she has devel-
oped as a small business owner;
communicating with parents,
students and employees, as well
as her experience on the Board
of the Acalanes Union High
School District. D. Wanken has
a similar profile, as well as 9
years experience as an auditor
with the city of Oakland, and
served for 5 years on the Board
of the Moraga School District.
Freeman stressed how his back-
ground differs from those of the
incumbents; he runs a global
company based in Moraga and
explained that he has a business
approach to issues. He added
that his company is a global
leader in ‘ESG’ factors: environ-
mental, social and governance.
The incumbents spoke of their
extensive public affairs experi-
ence in Moraga. Trotter has over
20 years of combined commu-
nity service on the Planning
Commission, Town Council and
Historical Society; an attorney
by trade, he works on land use
and environmental issues. Chew
has also served on the both the
Planning Commission and
Council. He is a civil engineer
with extensive engineering and
project management experience.
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Mike Segrest: An Exit Interview

By Sophie Braccini
Mike Segrest, Moraga s outgoing
Town Manager, talks with us about
his experience and offers his per-
spective on what needs to happen
for Moraga to remain a great place
to live.
€€ he most dangerous
thing to happen to Mor-
aga would be that nothing hap-
pens,” says Mike Segrest, who
believes our community is at a
turning point.

Moraga is a bedroom com-
munity with an 85% sales tax
leakage. A city like Lafayette has
a zero percent leakage; meaning
that although Lafayette residents
may spend dollars outside of
Lafayette, an equivalent amount
is spent in Lafayette by residents
of other areas. Moraga, with no
‘destination’ shopping, has to rely
mostly on property taxes to fi-
nance its operations and only a
little over 6% of what we pay in
property tax comes back to the
Town’s coffers (for sales tax, the
percentage is about 10%).

Moraga has big financial
needs. The operating budget is
balanced, but there is no money
left to maintain the town’s infra-
structure. “We would need a few
million dollars extra per year to
catch up,” says Segrest; Moraga’s
budget is in the $5 million range.

Segrest does not see reduc-
ing expenses as a viable option.

“All the figures show that we are
already at a minimum,” he adds,
“by number of employee per res-
ident, by city budget per capita,
we are at the bottom of the pile.”
He explains that changing
the retirement system for em-
ployees from a pension plan to a
401K-type of plan could reduce
uncertainties in the long term, but
would not change much in the
short term. “It would have to be a
global shift, part of the general
bargaining process,” he said. Ac-
cording to Segrest, there is no
savings of any sort that will gen-
erate the kind of money we need,
except perhaps for de-incorporat-
ing the town. “But I don’t think
that the community wants to go
back to a time in which planning
decisions or police protection are
out of its hands,” he says.
Segrest does not see a silver
bullet solution. “I believe that
this town cannot support two sub-
urban shopping centers,” he says.
“The Specific Plan is a very exit-
ing plan that could create a real
downtown with the kind of living
and shopping experience that
would greatly benefit Moraga’s
bottom line. For the Rheem Cen-
ter, a new model has to be
found.” Segrest thinks that one
solution would be to attract a
mini-Walmart and create a dis-
count center at Rheem. “Another

solution would be to develop a
headquarters center at Rheem.
Moraga is a place where many
CEOs live; they could headquar-
ter their companies here, like
Mycra Pac has done.”

Segrest believes that the
first place to start is with global
outreach to determine what Mor-
aga residents want. “From the re-
cent focus group study we
learned that many residents have
little knowledge of the town’s fi-
nances. The next phase is to
launch an information campaign
with volunteers who will proac-
tively meet with residents, an-
swer questions and gather ideas.”

Segrest believes that ulti-
mately measures will be put to a
vote. “One possible solution
would be a Benefit Assessment
District for the roads, like we
have for the lights.” Residents on
average pay $60 a year for the
lighting assessment district and
the amount collected is $250,000.
To collect ten times more for the
roads, ten times more would need
to be asked of residents.

Another idea would be a
new property transfer tax. “Right
now buyers pay 1.1% tax when
they purchase a home, half of it
goes to the county, half stays
here. We would need to become
a Charter city in order to decide
for ourselves what percentage we

want to collect and for all of it to
stay in town,” explains Segrest.
Capturing more sales tax
should be a priority of the Coun-
cil, according to Segrest. “Stop-
ping the leakage would probably
solve our infrastructure prob-
lem,” he states, adding that one
possibility could be for the town
to invest the Palos Colorados
money (development fees paid by
Richfield Investment Corpora-
tion) in infrastructure or incen-
tives that would foster investment
in the shopping centers or attract
desirable businesses. For exam-
ple? “One out-of-the-box idea
would be for the town to buy the
parking lot of a shopping center
with the agreement that the
money would go into the renova-
tion of the center,” he suggests.
Segrest sees the coming
years as key to Moraga’s future.
He is saddened that family reasons
will not permit him to continue
working on the projects that he has
set in motion, with his staff and
with the Council, but he is confi-
dent that Jill Keimach is the right
person to succeed him. Come
November, he will search for the
right town management or con-
sulting opportunity. “People who
have a lot of experience need to
continue to serve our country and
help it get out of these difficult
economic times,” he concludes.

From Macro to Micro Economy, and Back

By Sophie Braccini
he Moraga Chamber of

cant actor in the revitalization of

community for years.”
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Commerce and Mechanics  the town, but with the constitu- Dave Wissinger, a Senior Mortgqge rates are near 50 YEAR LOWS! . Iﬁ

Bank invite the community to a  tion of an Economic Develop-  Vice President and Portfolio It is not too late to refinance out of your |
presentation addressing the busi- ment team (soon to be manager in Mechanics Bank’s higher rates or longer terms .

ness climate in the country, and
at the local level. Panelists will
address the state of the economy
in general, Moraga’s economic
situation today and the possibil-
ities for the future, the influence
of Saint Mary’s College on the
Town, and the impact of recent
measures taken by the Obama
administration regarding com-
munity banking and small busi-
nesses financing.

“I will talk about the state
of the town and what the possi-
bilities are for the future,” says
Town Manager Mike Segrest.
“The town does not have a Re-
development Agency that could
give it the means to be a signifi-

announced), we will be able to
do market research and propose
enhancements that will con-
tribute to business success.”
Tim Farley, Director of
Community and Government
Relations at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege (SMC), will highlight the
economic benefits that the col-
lege brings to Lamorinda and
probably give food for thought
to business people in attendance.
“We bring to this area hundreds
to people who have never been
here before; students, parents,
who come for a brief visit or a
long stay,” says Farley, “they can
buy a lunch and fill a tank with
gas, or become members of the

Wealth Management division,
where he manages investment
portfolios for the bank’s high net
worth clients, will address the
state of the economy today as it
relates to Moraga. Scot Cun-
ningham, Senior Vice President
of Mechanics Bank’s SBA
group, will present the Obama
administration’s new rules as
they pertain to community banks
and the financing of small busi-
nesses.

The free event will be held
on Tuesday, October 19th from
5:30-8:00 p.m. in the Soda Cen-
ter at SMC. Appetizers and bev-
erages will be provided by
Mechanics Bank.

925-627-7109 )
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Package purloined, 9/30/10 An
unknown suspect took a recently
delivered UPS package from a
Crescent Drive residence. The
parcel was last seen in an area
outside the garage by the home-
owner. She left to go inside for
a few minutes, upon her return it
was gone.

Hanging out while stoned,
9/27/10  On El Nido Ranch
Road near Charles Hill Road a
28-year-old female was under
the influence of drugs after
11:00 p.m. After her arrest, she
gave a blood sample and was
transported to the Martinez De-
tention Facility.

* Police Report e

Purse purloined, 9/26/10 A
sixty-something-year-old
woman left her Coach purse un-
attended on an outdoor table at a
well known coffee shop on Mor-
aga Way. When she came out
with her beverage of choice her
bag, valued at $250 along with
approximately ~ $200  cash,
glasses, credit and bank cards
had disappeared into thin air.

Warrant arrest for frequent flyer,
9/23/10 A uniformed Orinda of-
ficer contacted the middle aged
serial drinker at her home on
Moraga Way. She was just get-
ting out of a taxi cab when the
officer advised her that he had a
warrant and booked her into cus-
tody. Penal code 488/666 - petty
theft and probation violation.

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP

USED & NEW BOOKS
ALWAYS DISCOUNTED!

OPEN EVERY DAY 9:30am - 7:30pm

925.258.9076
39 MORAGA WAY
ORINDA 94563
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City Council Candidates Address Development

By Andrea A. Firth

he Lamorinda Weekly asked

the candidates for Orinda
City Council to provide their vi-
sion for development in downtown
Orinda. In 300 words, we asked
the candidates to address building
height, residential space, the pro-
posed senior affordable housing
development, parking, and traffic.
Scott Zeller, M.D.

I fully support improving our
downtown, but I am for smart re-
vitalization rather than massive de-
velopment.

Though a task force was cre-
ated to find ways to “revitalize”
our downtown, its report instead
recommended “redeveloping” it —
calling for raising height limits in
certain areas to 55’ (or higher de-
pending on roof pitch) — allowing
for towering condominium com-
plexes to be built.

This would turn our quaint
and convenient downtown into a
Transit Village. Once so changed,
Orinda will never return to the
semi-rural, neighborly, hometown
feel that led so many of us to move
here.

The development would
likely evict many of our favorite
local businesses, including some
that provide major portions of our
sales tax revenues. Parking could
be very problematic in the new de-
signs. And though downtown’s
piece of Moraga Way is an artery
for many to eastbound 24, there
has been no study as to what rede-
velopment would mean to that pas-
sage, or other traffic concerns.

The current Orinda General
Plan is on target, calling for low
building heights, unobstructed
views of the hills, maintaining a
village atmosphere, and supporting
local businesses that Orindans
need. [ believe we should maintain
this Plan. We can have new devel-
opment, including housing, in the
downtown area, but it must be
consistent with this vision.

Any major change to the
Orinda General Plan should be
through a vote of our citizens. |
have found our residents to be ex-
ceptionally intelligent; this is their
hometown and I trust them to de-
cide its future.

I believe we can improve on
our downtown by embracing what
makes us so wonderfully unique -
- a charming, semi-rural small

town nestled in a bustling metro-
politan area. With a little foresight,
effort and polish, people will be
much more attracted to shop in our
distinctive Orinda than yet another
cookie-cutter suburb.

Amy Worth (Incumbent)

Orinda needs a tailor-made
downtown that’s vibrant and
serves our community’s needs. So
while we can learn a lot by what
has worked and not worked else-
where, what we ultimately do with
our downtown will have to reflect
our unique history and our semi-
rural character. Most importantly,
what we do downtown must be
driven by a process that gives
everyone an opportunity to be
heard and a process that results in
a consensus. From my perspec-
tive, the choice between vitality
and height is a false one. I believe
we can give property owners a lit-
tle more flexibility on height but
only in exchange for design con-
siderations that preserve our com-
munity’s character.

I do support the addition of
some senior housing in Orinda and
in our downtown. Too often our
seniors are essentially forced to
leave town because our current
housing stock does not provide
enough of a variety of housing
types. Some senior housing, par-
ticularly downtown and close to
services like the library, the com-
munity center and shopping, will
help Orindans stay in Orinda, and
I think that is an important goal for
our families and it should be one
for our city.

Parking too can be enhanced
and improved in our downtown
and throughout Orinda but equally
important is to find ways to make
our downtown more pedestrian
and bicycle friendly, which can
help get people out of their cars
and really enhance the charm of
our downtown.

Sue Severson (Incumbent)

I support an inclusive com-
munity process and thoughtful
two-way dialogue in establishing
the vision for improvements to
Orinda Village and Crossroads
areas of our downtown. We have
all seen the constant turnover of
small businesses and the many de-
teriorating commercial buildings
in Orinda. My vision includes sig-
nificant improvements with added

beautification to the downtown
area, increased businesses that
serve local needs and more hous-
ing options convenient to trans-
portation. Establishing greater
flexibility and unleashing creativ-
ity in making these improvements
in our community by allowing
some building height increase
above 35 feet selectively up to 55
feet and diversity of downtown
housing options can better meet
community needs for increased
local services providing homes for
young families, working profes-
sionals and empty nesters. The
proposed downtown senior hous-
ing project additionally provides
for the specific need to provide
more affordable housing options
for our aging senior population.
The same rules and process should
apply to the senior housing project
as part of the downtown area. The
senior project, as well as all down-
town projects, is subject to an ad-
ditional planning review process
that evaluates on aesthetic design,
context and appropriateness to sur-
rounding areas including height,
landscaping, parking needs and
traffic impacts. This is a reasonable
approach to ensure downtown via-
bility providing enhanced commu-
nity services while maintaining the
charm of Orinda.

Orinda voters have a clear
choice this November ballot to se-
lect the candidate to entrust with
many challenges facing our com-
munity including downtown im-
provements, infrastructure repairs,
and balancing a strained budget.
Dean Orr

Orinda is a wonderful family
community that [ want to preserve
and enhance. No one wants empty
storefronts, and we all want suc-
cessful businesses and restaurants
in our downtown to provide
amenities for Orinda residents.
That is why I asked the City to
schedule public workshops, so that
citizens can create a community
vision for our downtown, and I am
very pleased that the first work-
shop is scheduled for October
18th.

We must balance the need
for a thriving area to meet the
needs of our residents, with the
historic desire of Orindans to enjoy
a natural environment where hills
and trees are the predominant fea-

tures. [ will protect our natural as-
sets while encouraging new op-
portunities for businesses and
restaurants to serve our residents.

I want to hear the public dis-
cussion about new housing. We
have already planned for this with
the development of the former
school district site at Pine Grove,
and it makes perfect sense; hous-
ing in that location will be close to
BART, encourage increased
pedestrian activity and local shop-
ping and reduce car trips for resi-
dents. Additional housing will
provide additional property tax,
which is needed revenue to the
city. I believe that the community
will be proud of the senior housing
project downtown and it will pro-
vide needed housing for seniors
who wish to stay in Orinda.

Of course, we must plan for
traffic patterns that take into con-
sideration our narrow roads in
need of repair, and we must pro-
vide additional parking downtown.
I will continue to seek funds for
traffic safety improvements and
road repair. With my professional
background and my experience as
Planning Commission Chair, |
bring skills and enthusiasm to the
council as the community envi-
sions a downtown that accentuates
the natural environment and the
services and restaurants that Orin-
dans want.

Thomas McCormick (Incumbent)

Revitalizing downtown
Orinda has been a city issue for 15
years. Prior City Councils created
a task force to find a consultant to
provide a revitalization plan; the
task force recommended hiring the
consultant that provided a down-
town revitalization plan to Liver-
more.  Money to pay the
consultant was not available;
therefore, the current Council cre-
ated the PPRTF citizen task force.
[PPRTF = Planning Process Re-
view Task Force]

During more than 150 pub-
lic hearings, the PPRTF heard
many residents request downtown
residential units, more parking, a
shuttle bus, pedestrian walkways
that unites downtown and gardens.
The PPRTF took all suggestions
seriously and presented a report. 1
support the public hearings now
being held.

... continued on next page
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Orinda Seeks a Vision

.. continued from page A1

At the crux of the current debate
is increasing the building height,
and residents’ feedback on that
aspect has been contentious. But
there are points of agreement.
Pedestrian-friendly, —adequate
parking, retail that meets Orin-
dans’ needs, and retaining the
City’s semi-rural, village charm
are tenets of a vibrant downtown
environment that seem univer-
sally acceptable. However, resi-
dents’ views diverge on what this
revitalized downtown should
look like and how to get there.

With the first Visioning
Orinda workshop set for next
week, the Lamorinda Weekly
met with the creators of the
PPRTF downtown recommenda-
tions, Bruce Burrows and Clark
Wallace, and two citizen groups
invested in the downtown plan-
ning process, Save Orinda and
OrindaVision. Here’s what they
had to say about their visions for
the City.

PPRTF Downtown Subcom-
mittee—Burrows and Wallace

“We were optimistic, we
thought we could make the
downtown better for the commu-
nity, and this plan is the embodi-
ment of that,” says Clark Wallace
as he points to his dog-eared,
highlighted copy of the down-
town recommendations that
comprise 35 pages of the PPRTF
report. Wallace, an Orinda resi-
dent for 47 years and a prominent
developer in Lamorinda and the
Bay Area, worked with another
longtime resident, Bruce Bur-
rows, to draft the recommenda-
tions which focus on downtown
revitalization through a mix of
retail, residential, cultural, and
office uses.

“What impressed me about
the task force was the incredible
amount of experience among the
members,” says Burrows, who
has worked in commercial real
estate for almost 40 years and has
specific expertise in retail leas-
ing. Burrows, Wallace, and nine
other residents, including Coun-
cil Members Tom McCormick
and Amy Worth, were appointed
to the PPRTF by the City Coun-
cil following a recruitment and
interview process that was no-
ticed and open to the public. Both
men believe a revitalized busi-
ness environment will result in
increased sales and property tax
revenues for the City.

Some residents have criti-
cized the appointment of two
local developers as inherently bi-
ased. Wallace believes these
comments are directed primarily
at him. As the developer of The-

ater Square, which sparked con-
troversy when built, he acknowl-
edges that he fell out of favor
with some residents along the
way; he is emphatic that he has
no plans to develop anything in
downtown Orinda again. Neither
Wallace nor Burrows currently
owns any property in downtown.

Burrows and Wallace have
distilled their vision for down-
town to three primary objectives:
infuse residential units into
mixed use housing above retail
and office space; encourage re-
development of outdated and un-
derutilized properties with an
expansion in building height; and
initiate a coordinated leasing and
marketing strategy among prop-
erty owners.

Both men feel that the ad-
dition of buildings with four
floors to accommodate two
floors of residential space above
first floor retail and second floor
offices is essential to incentivize
retail revitalization and provides
housing options for residents and
built-in shoppers for retailers.
“The current 35-foot building
height limit is an impediment to
development. It’s a deal breaker,”
says Wallace. The last commer-
cial development in Orinda’s
downtown was Theater Square
back in 1988, according to Bur-
rows. “We’re not insensitive to
residential interests,” says Wal-
lace, and both men stress that the
recommendation for increased
building height is confined to se-
lect areas.

Burrows spoke with many
property and business owners
throughout the course of drafting
the downtown recommendations.
Orinda’s commercial land is
spread across a disparate group
of 30 property owners, some
managed by family trusts and
many who live outside of the
City. So far, neither the property
owners nor small business own-
ers have actively joined the pub-
lic discussion regarding the
downtown recommendations.

Save Orinda

Save Orinda is a grass roots
operation with a core group of
about twenty residents who are
unified on retaining Orinda’s ex-
isting 35-foot downtown build-
ing height limit. Scott Zeller is a
founding member of the group,
which has endorsed his candi-
dacy for City Council. “Endorse-
ment of Scott is one of the ways
we feel we can have an impact on
the decision makers in these is-
sues,” says Owen Murphy, a de
facto spokesperson for the group.

Revitalization is a mis-

www.lamorindaweekly.com

nomer according to Save
Orinda’s interpretation of the
PPRTF report, which they feel is
all about development. Collec-
tively the group has been frus-
trated with the PPRTF process,
and they frequently mention that
any change in downtown build-
ing height should be placed on
the ballot for voters to decide.
They also feel that the proposal
for mixed-use buildings has not
been adequately evaluated to de-
termine the impact on traffic,
parking, and municipal services.
Members’ views vary on the via-
bility and appropriateness of in-
fusing residential space into
downtown, but based on the re-
tail leakage study recently con-
ducted by the City, they do not
believe residential units will
bring a meaningful increase in
sales tax revenue.

Preserving the City’s semi-
rural village character is a top
priority for Save Orinda—one
they feel is inconsistent with
taller, higher density, transit-
based, mixed-use redevelopment.
“l care about the small busi-
nesses in Orinda, and I don’t
want to see them priced out,”
says Save Orinda member Kent
Hagen. In lieu of what has been
proposed, the group supports
beautification in downtown with
changes such as  better
streetscapes, cleaner signage, and
storefront improvements. “We
lean toward ad-hoc, market-dri-
ven facility modernization, to be
negotiated directly between land-
lords and tenants, within existing
building  codes [including
height],” explains Murphy.

Save Orinda believes a
comprehensive survey of all of
Orinda’s citizens regarding what
they would like to see happen in
downtown is needed.

OrindaVision

About a year ago, urban
planner Peter Hasselman and
local architect Bill Simpson
started to share their vision for
what a vibrant downtown Orinda
could look like. Hasselman’s
conceptual sketches present a
pedestrian-friendly  cityscape
with attractive public plazas and
mixed-use development. Capital-
izing on the BART property — re-
working the space to support
retail and commercial uses and as
a connecting link between
Orinda’s two downtown districts
—1is a key component of their de-
sign.

Hasselman and Simpson
have been joined by four other
longtime Orinda residents, lan
Baird, Michael Hanneken,

” 925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: A9

Orinda Downtown Vision Meeting on 10/18 and 12/9

To provide all of Orinda’s residents with the opportunity to help to determine the vision for Orinda’s downtown,
the City has planned two public workshops, says City Manager Janet Keeter. The first workshop will be held on
Monday, October 18th, starting at 7:00 p.m. at Orinda Community Church Fellowship Hall. Professional facili-
tators from MIG Inc. in Emeryville will lead the “town hall style” meetings to allow residents to constructively
discuss the merits of the recommendations presented in the downtown segment of the Planning Process Re-
view Task Force Report. The second workshop is planned for December 9th.

A. Firth

Specializing in
Lamorinda Fine
Homes & Property

Thomas  Trowbridge, and
Michael Woodcox, who each
bring significant urban planning
experience to the group, and to-
gether are known as OrindaVi-
sion. The six-man team has
observed cities with village char-
acter across the Bay Area to iden-
tify the best elements to
incorporate into a vision for
Orinda, and they have presented
their vision at informal gather-
ings with community members.
“We have received very positive
reactions to the presentation and
supportive feedback, but most
importantly the interface has
stimulated discussion,” says
Trowbridge, adding, “Our hope
would be that a community vi-
sion will coalesce, one that can
be widely held and sufficiently
clear.”

OrindaVision ~ supports
more flexible zoning that allows
residential and mixed-use build-
ings and believes there would be
demand for housing units. “This
is not about urban renewal,” says
Hasselman, who emphasizes that
the incorporation of housing, like
everything associated with these
recommendations, requires good
planning. “The concept of village
character is not inconsistent with
a moderate increase in building
height in selected places,” adds
Trowbridge.

All of these groups plan to
continue their participation in
the downtown development
process. The first workshop will
be held on Monday, October 18th
at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall at the Orinda Community
Church, 10 Irwin Way.

City Council Candidates Address Development

.. continued from page A8

I believe the PPRTF rec-
ommendations provide the
framework for a plan to create a
unified pedestrian friendly
downtown with a town center —
all within our semi-rural nature.
I support increasing the building
height limit on specific down-
slope lots to allow four floors, so
long as there are appropriate
building step-backs (not boxes),
residential units above, more
parking, a shuttle bus, and a

pedestrian promenade. Studies
show there is less traffic when
residential units are above retail.

a plan for downtown; instead,
we have an eclectic area with
1950’s strip centers that do not
accommodate resident’s needs,
parking or pedestrian walkways
for people to enjoy our beauti-
ful city. Creating a downtown
plan will result in a unified vil-
lage center where people can

We currently do not have

money that obligated the city to
build senior affordable housing
at the old library site. The proj-
ect needs to be reasonable in
size and pushed back from the
road, not like what has been
proposed.

stroll to visit shops, restaurants
and others. An updated down-
town will also generate much
needed sales tax revenue to fix
Orinda’s failing roads.

A prior Council accepted

A City Council Candidate Forum co-
sponsored by the Orinda Association
and the League of Women Voters of
Diablo Valley will be held on October
13th. The Lamorinda Weekly will be on
hand to cover the candidate forum and
hear what the five candidates vying for
three Council seats have to say. If you
are unable to attend the forum, check

out our website

(www.lamorindaweekly.com) the next
day to read all about it.

Capital Gains Taxes are Scheduled to Increase
The short fall selling season is upon us. List your property
now to get the highest return. As a 2010 recipient of the
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of Excellence, | connect with today’s savvy buyers.
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For a complimentary market analysis
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Julie Rossiter
for Orinda School Board

Frank@FrankVWoodward.com
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For a complete list of endorsements
and to learn more, visit Julie's
website at: www.julierossiter.org

Top Priorities

* maximize school funding and
ensure best use of funds

* continue improving and updating
school curriculum and resources

* partner with parents, community,
teachers and administrators to
ensure ultimate goal: providing
best possible education for all
students in Orinda

Background

* three children in Orinda schools (ages 12, 10 and 4)
* business litigation and employment law attorney
* legislative representative for Del Rey Elementary

to local PTA
» Annual Fund treasurer

+ leadership roles in school fundraisers

* classroom volunteer in numerous capacities

* significant experience in negotiation and building
consensus to achieve results

+ family involved in many community activities

Endorsed by:

All Five Current Orinda
School Board Trustees:
Jack Bontemps
Matt Moran
Pat Rudebusch
Riki Sorenson
Pam West
Current and Former
Orinda Elected Officials:
Glenn Alper, former
Orinda School Board Trustee

Linda Landau, former
Orinda School Board Trustee and
2010 Orinda Citizen of the Year

Amy Worth, former
Orinda Mayor and current
City Council Member
Current and Former
Parents' Club Presidents:

Jeanette Broad

Courtney Chandler

Katherine Dureault

Kristen Fenn

Susan Miller

Lynn Molloy

Yosh Neugebauer

Carolyn Parodi

Shauna Simmonds

Danya Stehr

Kirsten Whipple

Paid for and authorized by

Julie Rossiter for Orinda School Board 2010, FPPC ID#1328545

1%
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ACCOUNTING

MONIcA CASALE

Ph: (925) 627-4260 | Fax: (925) 262-4685
monica@optimumaccounting.org

Website: www.optimumaccounting.org

ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 2nd!

Zuiiti

For GCity GCouncil
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Paid for by Orindans For Zeller

Smart Downtown Revitalization
Not Massive High-Rise Development

Thank You For Your Vote! www.Zeller4Orinda.com

Priorities:

* Fiscal Responsibility
* Strategic Improvement

Experienced and Involved
in Orinda Schools for 11 Years

* Communication and Collaboration Between Parents,
Schools, District and Community

* Attract and Retain Quality Teachers

VOTE FOR Sﬂ]‘ﬂh

Butler £

FOR OUSD SCHOOL BOARD

*

* *

*

Endorsed by
Current OUSD School Board Trustees, Jack Bontemps and
Matt Moran, Senator Mark DeSaulnier,
and many Orindans

Experienced Leadership for OUSD Schools and Students
www.SarahButlerforschoolboard.blogspot.com
sarahgbutler@hotmail.com
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e Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

All published letters will include the writer's name and town (please give us your phone number for
verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less.

email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:

Dollar Tree

Editor:

Last Monday, I attended the town planning commission’s meeting discussing
Dollar Tree’s proposal to open a store in the Rheem Shopping Center. My
general impression was that the planning commissioner, Lori Salamack, was
going out of her way to appease Dollar Tree (and its landlord, Kimco). The
meeting concluded with a conditional approval of Dollar Tree’s application
— despite overwhelming dissent from the community.

Moraga citizens primarily are concerned that Dollar Tree will: 1) diminish the
value of their homes, and 2) create a health hazard for its children and resi-
dents. These concerns are serious. They are valid. They are well supported.
The overwhelming majority of attendees at Monday’s meeting believe that
opening a Dollar Tree will harm the value of their homes. One of the com-
missioners explained that the town would take protective measures and enact
special provisions to makes sure that the “unsightly” retailer adhere to the
town’s standards of quality. That the commission has to enact special re-
strictions to ensure that the Dollar Tree does not conform to its usual “eye-
sore” standards makes it clear that there is a perception problem for this
retailer. Perception matters in real estate — and Dollar Tree is perceived as a
low-end, dump of a retailer. Statistics confirm that Dollar Tree is not a store
associated with affluent communities. In fact, Moraga median home values
are in the very top percentile of the 287 Dollar Tree locations in California.
During the meeting, a commissioner testified that there is no evidence that
Dollar Tree would harm Moraga home values—however, that commissioner
has not bothered to look at the evidence. The estimated paltry sum of
$13,000 in tax revenues that Dollar Tree would contribute to the town cof-
fers would not offset the economic harm and negative perception associated
with this store.

Second, a well-prepared resident presented a lengthy list of violations com-
mitted by Dollar Tree. There is an indisputable history of neglect by Dollar
Tree. Dollar Tree has sold poisonous toys to children; Dollar Tree has re-
called hundreds of thousands of cadmium based jewelry toys; Dollar Tree
has violated health codes; and Dollar Tree will continue its pattern of seek-
ing profit at the expense of the public. Dollar Tree consistently ranks at the
bottom of consumer protection agency rankings and has a disgraceful his-
tory of indifference to its customers.

One of the few voices of support for Dollar Tree came from Rheem’s land-
lord, Kimco. This is the landlord that has jacked up rent on two successful lo-
cally owned retailers—Loard’s Ice Cream and Lori’s Swim Shop—forcing
them to move to Safeway’s shopping center. I fail to see why Kimco’s opin-
ion should have any weight when it has demonstrated that it is focused on its
own profits and not interested in furthering the interests of the community.
It is in everybody’s interest to support our local businesses and shop in Mor-
aga’s establishments as much as possible. The local, home-grown stores who
know my family and children are an important part of the neighborhood, of
the fabric of Moraga. We don’t need a sub-par national chain — with a long
history of product recalls — interfering with what we have here.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Levy
Moraga

Editor:

So, the recent influx of discount retailers is trying to make a further stake-
hold in our town of Moraga. The holy grail tax of revenues from these re-
tailers that we are opening our empty storefronts to are not to suit our own
needs, but are from commuters from surrounding areas, such as Oakland. So
much for minimizing traffic and taking care of our own needs, eh? On the
daily needs front, Safeway has us, and we must go out of town to seek al-
ternatives, ourselves. Our beloved Longs has gone glittery and gaudy on the
outside, without any concern of what we seck for on the inside.

What are we Moragans doing about it? What is the Town Council doing
about it? Are they enabling the planning commissioners to act and not fol-
low Salamack's/developer's wishes? Is the Planning Commission without
teeth to act in the best interest of its citizens? They express concern, but turn
their heads in unison, and act as puppets. Is Moraga doing enough to pro-
tect its vanishing quality of life and bucolic atmosphere? Gaudy signs, empty
storefronts, declning revenues, declining home values, and we want to ap-
prove more commercial/high density housing? Where is the logic here?
Where is the basic common sense?

We are fooling ourselves, burying our heads in the sand, and letting others
control our destiny.

We can't even take care of what we have - try taking a walk along Camino
Ricardo or Woodside without encountering trash, broken tvs and recliners,
and overgrown 'landscaping’ encroaching onto the cracked sidewalks.

No longer proud to be a Moragan,
Ferenc Kovac
Moraga

Editor:

Rheem does not need a Dollar store, what it needs is a decent grocery store
that would challenge our Moraga Safeway. Trader Joe's comes to mind, with
St Mary's college nearby, it would seem to be a good fit. Anywhere Trader
Joe's has opened a store it brings more business.

The only way I can think of pushing for it is to go to their website, click on
"About Us" and go to "Contact Trader Joe's", they have a drop down option
for "Location Request."

Daniéle L. Meilhan
Moraga

MOFD Candidates

Editor:

John Wyro, Director of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District from Division 4,
has a demonstrated record of outstanding service since our fire district was
formed in 1997. His experience with the fire service began even before the
merger, when Orinda was an underserved unit of Con Fire.

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

As a member of the Board of Directors, he has been very well aware of the
fiscal issues facing the fire district and our community. He has been at the
forefront of the efforts to reform the pension system. In the face of falling
tax revenues, he and the board have succeeded in retaining a balanced budget
while maintaining full fire and medical services for our community.

I have had the dubious opportunity to experience emergency medical serv-
ices both before and since the formation of MOFD, and I can state un-
equivocally that there is no comparison. Orinda was able to acquire
paramedics trained and equipped to provide advanced life support, as well
as modern ambulances and fire engines, only after the separation from Con
Fire and merger with Moraga.

John Wyro played a large part in MOFD’s development and its outstanding
reputation today. When re-elected, he will serve as next year’s president of
the MOFD Board of Directors. He has that combination of experience, fine
judgment and the ability to get things done that mark the ideal candidate for
that position, and I urge the voters of Division 4 to re-elect him.

Gene Gottfried, M.D.
Orinda

Editor:

I support Bob Jungbluth for Moraga-Orinda Fire District Director. MOFD
needs change and it needs a director who will strongly represent Orinda and
its tax payers' interests. Orinda pays 65% of MOFD's tax revenue but only
holds 2 of the board's 5 seats.

Does this make a difference? Yes it does. Right now Orinda is subsidizing
Moraga with about $1 million in the funding of MOFD. This has been going
on since the district was formed. The MOFD board has contended that this
was equitable because firefighters from Moraga serve Orinda with no re-
ciprocal service. Recent analysis of district operations has determined that
this is not so.

Orinda is served by 11 of the district's 19 firefighters. For this it should be
paying 58% of the district's $17.9 million of property tax revenue, or $10.4
million. Instead it is paying $11.5 million. Orinda is subsidizing Moraga by
over $1 million this year; it has been subsidizing Moraga since the inception
of MOFD; and it is projected to continue to subsidize it by ever increasing
amounts into the foreseeable future. This subsidy could triple by the time
Wilder is fully built.

I believe that Bob Jungbluth will stand up for Orinda's rights which John
Wyro has neglected to do for 13 years. Bob will insist that the inequity ques-
tion be answered and will press for an equitable solution of the problem
working with MOFD, the City of Orinda and the Town of Moraga.

We cannot afford NOT to elect Bob Jungbluth.

Steve Cohn
Orinda

Moraga Candidates

Dear Editor,

Dave Trotter is committed to Moraga and I encourage Moraga residents to re-
elect him to another term on the Town Council. He has an excellent, 20-year
record of service to our Town as a member and Chair of the Planning Com-
mission, a director of the Moraga Historical Society and Moraga Park and
Recreation Foundation, as a coach for youth sports teams, and for the past four
years as a member of the Town Council and as the Town’s mayor in 2009.

I work with Dave on the Save Mount Diablo board of directors. He is com-
mitted to the preservation of open space and is an articulate and thoughtful
advocate forit. He will uphold the Moraga Open Space Ordinance and work
to protect other important open space and ridgeline areas in accordance with
the Town’s General Plan. Moraga needs councilmembers who not only run
on a platform of protecting the Town’s semi-rural character, but then vote to
protect and preserve these values. Dave has consistently done this.

As our Mayor and as a former Chair of the Planning Commission, he has
shown the ability to encourage full and open discussion of controversial is-
sues, respecting the viewpoints of all speakers. Through work on the Save
Mount Diablo Board of Directors, I have observed his ability to think inde-
pendently and reason his way through difficult problems. These are impor-
tant qualities which will continue to serve the Town well on the Council.
Please vote to re-elect Dave Trotter to the Moraga Town Council on No-
vember 2.

Malcolm Sproul
Moraga

Orinda Candidates

Editor:

I have had the privilege of working with Sue Severson on a regular basis
often as co-chairs of philanthropic events. Sue Severson is a woman of un-
common foresight, fortitude, energy, passion who always, always, puts the
well-being of our community first. We are truly fortunate to have such a tal-
ented and compassionate person willing to represent us as a member of the
city council for another term.

Sue deserves to be re-elected for all that she has done to benefit Orinda in
her numerous positions of leadership: as our mayor, our school board rep,
president of Miramonte Parent's Club, and her endless volunteering . If you
were to spend a week following Sue around observing all she does for our
city you would be overwhelmed at the amount time she dedicates to our
community and the passion and professionalism with which she goes about
making a difference. For years, Sue and her family have donated their time
and money in a magnanimous and anonymous manner to many worthwhile
local organizations, all because they believe it is the just thing to do. In short,
Sue has done so much for us and will continue to be there for us well into
the future, it is now, our turn to reward her by doing something for her; please
join me in helping to re-elect Sue Severson to the Orinda City Council.

Thanks,
Richard Westin
Orinda

Breedlove

Even Superman needs help with Medicare!

It doesn’t cost a penny more to work with your

Wednesday, October 13, 2010

Insurance Services
Life, Health, Long Term Care

Medicare specialists in Lamorinda.

info@breedloveinsurance.com
925-254-6262

89 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 * www.breedloveinsurance.com

Editor:

For the last 6 years, I have had the pleasure of working with Dean Orr, Chair
of the Orinda Planning Commission. I write to ask Orinda voters to join me
in voting for Dean Orr for Orinda City Council.

Dean is smart, does his homework, and works really hard to listen to all cit-
izens and to build consensus. His background as a community volunteer,
and as a designer of both outdoor and indoor living and communal spaces,
will serve Orinda well as we work together as a community to create a vi-
sion of Orinda, and our downtown, that will serve our residents well today
and into the future.

Dean supports the need to work collaboratively with the other local agencies
that serve our small city—the fire district and the utility districts—in order
to keep our tax dollars and emergency services local and to maximize in-
frastructure improvements. As the father of two small children, Dean works
hard to support our recreational opportunities and our local schools—and he
is one candidate who has been endorsed by key school leaders, and most
former Mayors.

In this election we have unfortunately seen negative campaigning in state-
wide races; here in Orinda, it is important to keep our focus on what unites
our community, rather than what could divide us. Dean seeks no precon-
ceived outcome, but does have the consensus-building leadership skills to
bring us together and to help our city build a positive future! Please join me
in voting for Dean Orr on November 2nd.

Victoria Smith
Orinda

Editor:

I'had the great privilege of meeting Sue Severson while serving as President
of Orinda Arts Council (2002-03) and was struck immediately by her depth
of character, sincerity, poise, and willingness to hear every voice and con-
cern. Sue balances her volunteerism between civic duties, work in the
schools, support for the arts, and family life. Her generosity of spirit and hu-
manity are insurmountable. Our community has been the lucky recipient of
her positive presence, practical solutions, and experience. She understands
and believes fiscal responsibility as priority and supports ongoing respect-
ful communication between our community members and leaders. Sue Sev-
erson is a leader of utmost integrity who richly deserves to be re-elected for
Orinda City Council.

Please join me in supporting Sue Severson for Orinda City Council.

Elena Pang
Orinda

Editor:

The November Orinda City Council election is very important. None of the
three incumbents: McCormick, Severson or Worth support a vote by the cit-
izens on having our own fire district (the only way we will get road repair
funds) or on keeping Orinda’s downtown semi-rural. Let the citizens vote.
Incumbent Amy Worth is trying to buy the election with expensive mailings.
The incumbents have no interest in restricting the Moraga Adobe develop-
ment to protect Orinda from a fire storm such as the Great Oakland Fire.
Scott Zeller is running for the City Council. He is in favor of retaining
Orinda’s semi-rural character and opposes raising the downtown height to
55 feet (80 feet to some roofs). He is in favor of letting the citizens vote on
major issues such as downtown remodeling and Orinda forming its own fire
department. He is in favor of protecting Orinda’s history and Orinda’s safety
in the Moraga Adobe development.

I recommend that you vote ONLY for Scott Zeller in the election. If you feel
you must vote for two candidates include Dean Orr.

Clyde Vaughn
Orinda

Editor:

Experience, dedication and clear vision; these are the traits that Sarah But-
ler offers and why we support her for the Orinda Union School District
Board of Trustees. Sarah has volunteered extensively over the last 12 years
at the elementary and middle school level, adding her insight and positive
attitude to her positions as the Co-chair of the Las Trampas Creck PTA Leg-
islative Council and on Glorietta and OIS Site Councils. Her personal goals
are those needed to keep OUSD on track during the current financial chal-
lenges: improving communication and collaboration between parents,
schools, district and community; fiscal responsibility, continuing strategic
improvement; and attracting and retaining quality teachers. Sarah is a con-
scientious straight talker who can work on a committee in a constructive
manner. She has a unique ability to analyze details while being mindful of
the ultimate objective to keep excellence in education alive in Orinda’s
schools. She makes it her purpose to know all the money facts and instruc-
tional programs of Orinda’s schools. As a leader on the Legislative team for
Orinda schools, Sarah has extensive knowledge of the workings of the
school budget situation in Sacramento. She has knowledge, vision and pas-
sion to lead OUSD through the financial impacts of the budget crisis on Cal-
iforniad?Ts schools. Please join us in voting for Sarah Butler on November
2nd, 2010.

Robin Bradley and Vee Hoff
Orinda

Editor:

I have known Julie Rossiter in a variety of capacities for more than five
years. She has been associated with my daughters' swimming teams and
schools. In addition, she has been instrumental in solving school issues.
She worked extremely hard on the passage of Measure A, volunteered with
the Del Rey Annual Fund Committee, and is currently the Del Rey legisla-
tive representative to the Las Trampas Creek Council.

Julie is organized, efficient, extremely competent (did I mention she has a
law degree), and has an excellent rapport with all of the people she has
worked with. Her communication skills, both verbal and written, are ex-
cellent. Her best asset may be her ability to cross the divide, and work with
those with differing opinions to come to an amicable solution that will ben-
efit the whole rather than the extreme.

In summary, I highly recommend Julie for the position of Orinda School
Board trustee. She will prove to be a valuable asset to the Orinda students,
teachers, and administrators.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy DeVecchi

Orinda ... continued on next page
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Editor:

What is Proven Leadership?

I strongly urge Orinda voters to consider a PROVEN LEADER, Scott Zeller,
for Orinda City Council.

This is a critical time for Orinda. Insider forces want to change the semi-
rural nature and village character of our city.

Scott Zeller has demonstrated an uncommon sensitivity and understanding
of why Orinda voters choose to live here. It’s more than the excellent
schools, the safe, clean neighborhoods, and proximity to a BART station. It’s
about a semi-rural way of life, a village character to the downtown, and all
of the intangibles, which that implies.

Scott Zeller is the ONLY CANDIDATE asking these questions. Why won’t
this city council conduct a wide-spread, professional survey of what Orinda
citizens want in the downtown? Why does this city council tolerate a Plan-
ning Director, who should be a steward of the citizens, serve as the salesman
for an insider-spawned, downtown re-development plan? What won’t this
city council put the Proposed Downtown Plan on the ballot for a vote by the
citizens? Why won’t this city council listen to Orinda’s citizens?

Scott Zeller has more actual LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE, than any of
the other candidates, with more than 15 years heading up a government
agency with a larger budget and more employees than the City of Orinda.
Scott Zeller knows how to oversee a large organization and how to interact
with various constituencies, including unions. He is also NOT a real estate,
pro-developer insider. Scott Zeller has pledged not to take campaign contri-
butions from them, and won’t be beholden to them.

Cherish Orinda, as Scott Zeller does.

... continued

Owen Murphy
Orinda

Editor:

One overlooked function of a city council is to support or oppose legislation
in the state Legislature. On February 17, 2009, the council passed Resolu-
tion 18-09 by a vote of 5-0 to endorse Assembly Constitutional Amendment
(ACA) 9 by Assemblyman Jared Huffman. That ACA would have made it
easier to raise taxes on Orindans by lowering the voter threshold for ap-
proving special taxes from 2/3 to 55 per cent. Ivoted for McCormick, Sev-
erson, and Worth in their last bids for council, but their support for state
legislation to make it easier to raise taxes on homeowners in a difficult econ-
omy has forced me to withdraw my support this November and I would
urge other Orindans to not support them, either.

Thank you for consideration of my views.

Cordially,
William Weber
Orinda

Editor:

For many years, Sue Severson has brought great energy and resourceful-
ness to the many challenges facing Orinda. From infrastructure to the arts,
Sue has worked to bring the community together to meet these challenges.
Sue actively involves all interested parties in the community, listens to every
point of view and attempts to build consensus to develop the best plan of ac-
tion for Orinda. Her approach in public service is to maintain a respectful
attitude toward all participants in the process, foster open and responsive
communication, and focus intently on fiscal responsibility.

In her current term on the City Council, she serves on several key City com-
mittees, including the Audit Committee, the Finance Advisory Committee,
the Traffic Safety Advisory Committee; the Public Works Aesthetics Re-
view and the Lamorinda School Bus Program.

Our city has benefited greatly from all of her hard work both on our City
Council and in her previous role as Orinda School Board Member. Orinda
needs capable, responsible City Council members like Sue to keep our city
strong. Sue believes that we succeed in maximizing the quality of life in
Orinda only through a collaborative effort partnering with the community,
schools and business.

Please join us in voting for Sue Severson for Orinda City Council.

Thank you.

Mark and Marcie Tuttle
Orinda

Editor:

The five of us are former mayors of Orinda and have a continuing interest
in our community. Because that interest includes Orinda's future, we are
enthusiastically endorsing two candidates, Amy Worth and Dean Orr for the
City Council election in November.

We served on the Council with Amy Worth and know firsthand that she is a
dedicated, hard working Council member whose experience will be valuable
to the Council as it moves forward with the important issues Orinda faces.
Dean Orr will be a new member of the Council, but we have had the privi-
lege to observe him on the Orinda Planning Commission for the past six
years. He has been an outstanding member of the Commission and has
served as its Chairman the past 3 years. We have been impressed with his
fair, open minded and practical approach to the issues with which the Plan-
ning Commission deals. He has no agenda except to do what is right for
Orinda. We are confident he will be an excellent member of the Orinda City
Council.

Please join us in voting for Dean Orr and Amy Worth.

Sincerely,
Bill Judge, Joyce Hawkins, Laura Abrams, Gregg Wheatland, Allan Tabor
Orinda

Editor:

Voting day is fast approaching on November 2, 2010. We would like to
ask the residents of Orinda to join us and give Julie Rossiter their vote of
support for Orinda School Board. Julie is an ideal candidate for this im-
portant role.

Julie has lived in Orinda for over 6 years. Her children and family love the
schools and community that they have called home. Previously, Julie has

volunteered in the classrooms, as Del Rey Parents’ Club Annual Fund Treas-
urer, Co-Chair of Operations on the school auction, Co-Chair of the annual
parents gathering, Representative of the parcel tax campaign, and is the cur-
rent Del Rey Legislative Representative to the Las Trampas Creek Council.
Julie became an attorney and practiced as a litigator in employment law.
She will work hard and serve the Orinda School Board well. She has the
ability to understand complicated issues. She will negotiate with others in a
style that is positive, yet effective to navigate through this difficult time when
funding is immensely challenged.

‘We have known Julie and her family for 6 years. She is the kind of person
we want representing us! She is kind, thoughtful, smart, an engaged mother,
friend, wife and active member of our community.

Julie is endorsed by all five current members of the Orinda School Board:
Jack Bontemps, Matt Moran, Pat Rudebush, Riki Sorenson and Pam West.
Please join us in supporting Julie Rossiter for one of the three open seats for
the Orinda School Board. She will serve us all well!

Best,
Karla and Michael Vukelich
Orinda

Editor:

Choose the Right. .. Vote for Sue

There are lots of voices that want to be heard in Orinda on any issue, but few
choose to step forward to truly and selflessly serve the people. Sue Sever-
son is one of those.

Sue has helped lead our community through these tight and challenging
times, and no one can refute that she has had the best interests of all Orin-
dans, especially our youth, always at the forefront of her agenda and her ac-
tions. She has demonstrated this long before her current council term
through her many years of dedicated volunteer service on numerous Orinda
causes, and is deserving of your vote this election to another successful term
on the city council.

Vote for fairness, honesty, and dedication. Vote for Sue Severson.

Michael & Annette Linney
Orinda

Editor:

[ urge your vote to elect Sarah Butler to the Orinda School District Gov-
erning Board.

Sarah has worked as a volunteer at all levels to support Orinda schools and
to protect its excellent, cost-effective educational programs. For over 10
years, she has served on school site councils, Glorietta, OIS and Mira-
monte parent clubs, and the Education Foundation of Orinda. That work
has given Sarah a broad perspective and understanding of key issues that
the Orinda School Board will need to manage to maintain its excellent
schools with shrinking resources.

Having also headed the Las Trampas Education Legislation Team, Sarah
is a go-to person about State budget and legislative issues that affect our
schools. More than ever, the future of our public schools and budgeting
will require sophisticated knowledge about what’s happening in Sacra-
mento, and Sarah is uniquely qualified to address the challenges ahead.
Elect Sarah Butler to the Orinda School Board.

Diane Oshima
Orinda

Editor:

Chris Severson is an Orinda native who is passionate about Orinda and its
schools. He greatly appreciates the excellent education he received here
and is committed to keeping the quality of education high for all current
and future Orinda students. Chris will work hard to use our limited re-
sources efficiently and to keep class sizes small. Chris served as Chair-
man of the Orinda Family Science night in 2008 and has worked on
numerous school fund raising projects to bring in additional funds to sup-
plement the schools. Chris will bring great energy, intelligence and col-
laboration to the difficult task of navigating our schools through the
upcoming challenges. In these difficult times, we need leaders like Chris
who will listen to the community and work with all stakeholders to come
up with the very best solutions for our children.

Please join us in supporting Chris Severson for Orinda School Board.

Rick & Nancy Booth
Orinda

Editor:

[ 'am writing to recommend Julie Rossiter, Chris Severson, and Sarah But-
ler for Orinda’s school board. They are all well-informed community vol-
unteers who have a good understanding of the issues the district faces.
Furthermore, they all are focused on student learning and maintaining the
excellence of the district.

School board members need to have a broad view, encompassing all stu-
dents and all schools. I strongly believe that Rossiter, Severson, and But-
ler are the best candidates to fulfill this important civic duty. They embody
Orinda’s values—excellent education for all students.

Linda Landau
Orinda

Editor:

In a town that prides itself on its schools and a longstanding tradition of
community support, one candidate sees the Orinda School District as a
train wreck. In trying times of severe budget cuts, electing a candidate who
is angry, confrontational, and arrives with an agenda will sow distrust and
disunity, and waste time that should be spent addressing the issues facing
the district.

Bekki Van Voorhis-Gilbert showed her true colors at the Candidates' Forum
on October 7th, flaunting the fact that she is not endorsed by any current
board members (nor any Orinda public officials, I note). And it is no won-
der, with her abrasive attitude and negativity.

It appears that Ms. Gilbert has spent substantial sums on her campaign,
yet failed to disclose her expenditures to the county elections office by the
October 5th deadline -- rather hypocritical, given that “disclosure and trans-
parency” are central to her stated platform. When angered about yard sign
limits imposed by the city, she brought in the ACLU to engage the city at-
torney (at Orinda taxpayers' expense).

- On;your Mark get set...S LD!
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We need officials who will roll up their sleeves and work for our kids, not
throw punches. Please elect Sarah Butler, Julie Rossiter and Chris Sever-
son for the good of our community.

Jim Landau
Orinda

Lafayette Candidates

Editor:

Lafayette City Council Needs Traci Reilly!

In the upcoming November election, Lafayette residents will vote to fill
two City Council seats. I strongly encourage you to vote for Traci Reilly.
One of the impressive qualities of Traci's is her commitment to commu-
nity service and civic duty. I met Traci through Lafayette Juniors, a
women's service organization in town dedicated to helping those in need,
where she demonstrated polished leadership skills in several board and
chair positions, including two terms as president. For ten years Traci ded-
icated countless hours that helped people in our community. Whether it
was heading up one of our fundraisers for the year (Kitchen Tour and
Rummage Sale) or through delivering Meals on Wheels, making comfort
pillows for women with breast cancer, making blankets for foster chil-
dren, and cleaning up the Community Center Tot Lot, Traci worked with
enthusiasm and terrific organization.

In recent years it is evident that Traci's involvement with city issues has
taken the forefront of her efforts. Public safety is a major focus as seen
through her time spent to increase police staffing, serving on the Crime
Prevention Commission, and her leadership in the passing of the solicitor's
ordinance.

Traci has the ability to make everyone feel connected to the community.
She is an interested listener and also an effective communicator who has
a genuine understanding of the public's interests. Her interest in civic af-
fairs and service is clearly evident and her community experience is solid.
Traci is a natural fit for Lafayette City Council, and I encourage all
Lafayette residents to vote for Traci Reilly!

Amy Parlett
Lafayette

Editor:

In this year's Lafayette City Council race, Don Tatzin offers years of ex-
perience and brings demonstrated commitment, innovative solutions, a
history of careful land-use planning, and a prudent fiscal management
style to the position.

Don knows that good schools are a critical element of a successful com-
munity and sought greater cooperation with the school districts. At the re-
quest of the Lafayette School District Governing Board, Don participated
in the recent strategic planning process.

Don conceived of the first citizen Financial Review Committee in the
1990's, which resulted in the Council improving the efficiency of gov-
ernment services. During the past decade, the City has put more money
into police services and roads while maintaining a balanced budget.

We have lived in Lafayette since 1968 and have seen the downtown be-
come more vibrant with improved public landscaping and more shopping
choices. Simultaneously, neighborhoods are protected from excessive de-
velopment and the views of largely undeveloped ridgelines remain. Don
chaired the Hillside and Ridgeline Committee that created enhanced pro-
tections for our most visually attractive ridges.

We support Don because he will bring four more years of thoughtful lead-
ership to the Council.

Carol and Bob Singer
Lafayette

Editor:

The Lafayette Homeowners Council Candidate’s Night on September 30
ended while residents were still attempting to pose questions. This is an
open letter to Brandt Andersson that states what I did not get to say then.
The very character of Lafayette is under attack. It has been under attack
throughout the entire Downtown Specific Plan process, and it is under at-
tack by you. These attacks, if they succeed, will be irreversible.

Here are my observations. You feel that in deciding the fundamental char-
acter of our town you have the right to totally disregard the views of the
overwhelming majority of residents. And you are misrepresenting your
record and views during this election.

When zoning for the “Christmas Tree Lot” diagonally across from
Acalanes High School was before the City Council this year, dozens of
residents and their homeowners’ associations voiced their views. They
unanimously opposed multifamily zoning that would allow apartments
and condominiums. They wanted to preserve the semi-rural character of
this vital gateway to Lafayette, and wanted to avoid exacerbating traffic
problems. You belittled their understanding of the measure up for vote,
utterly disregarded the sentiments they were expressing, and voted for
multifamily zoning.

With respect to the DSP, repeated surveys and public statement, including
from the LHC, other homeowners’ associations and dozens of residents,
have expressed overwhelming support for maintaining the small town
character of the Downtown that is enshrined in the current General Plan.
You have not. My involvement in battling the DSP was prompted in sig-
nificant part by your statement that you favored urbanizing (“semi-urban,”
you called it) the Downtown. You have consistently supported substan-
tially increased building heights and population densities throughout the
Downtown that, if adopted, would dramatically change it.

Your campaign hides all of these facts. Your introductory speech at the
LHC Candidate’s Night talked about “keeping an open mind” and listen-
ing to residents. You have not done so. You do not respect our wishes.
And now, in this campaign you do not candidly state your record or your
Views.

Eliot Hudson
Lafayette
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Dear Editor:

[ urge Lafayette residents to vote for Traci Reilly for Lafayette City Coun-
cil. There are two seats open on the five-member council. Traci would be
a great addition to the Council, bringing her experience, fresh perspec-
tive, and commitment to fiscal restraint. She has a deep and broad under-
standing of city issues and is connected to the pulse of Lafayette residents.
Traci’s background includes leadership positions in the elementary and
middle schools and in philanthropy. She has been Chair of Lafayette’s
Crime Prevention Commission and helped champion the No Solicitors
Ordinance, which was adopted in 2009.

People are generally pleased with the quality of life in Lafayette. However,
this past year, the city has been considering major agenda items that could
immensely affect the Lafayette we love. The Charter City/Property Tax
Transfer proposal and the Downtown Specific Plan both represent con-
troversial issues. The city has deferred consideration of the Charter City
proposal until after the election, and the Downtown Specific Plan contin-
ues to work its way through public hearings. Given these important is-
sues, rather than re-electing both incumbents, Lafayette residents would
greatly benefit from casting one of their two votes for Traci. She wants to
see more public outreach and education on the implications of complex
proposals. She understands the views of many homeowners who feel frus-
trated by the process or feel their voices are not being heard.

Traci is an outstanding candidate. In low-profile races, incumbents have a dis-
tinct advantage over challengers, who are not as well known. [ urge residents
to learn more about Traci and where she stands on issues facing Lafayette by
visiting her website at www.tracireilly.com. You can also view her impressive
list of endorsers, which includes leading homeowner advocates, school and
community leaders, as well as former Police Chief Mike Fisher, former Mayor
and Councilman Ivor Samson, and former Assemblywoman Lynne Leach.
Traci is the right candidate for Lafayette City Council.

Linda Murphy
Lafayette

Dear Editor.

This year’s election presents Lafayette residents with the opportunity to elect
an outstanding candidate to our City Council. Traci Reilly is a bright, artic-
ulate, and knowledgeable candidate who has much to offer to our city. At age
43, Traci is younger than the current council members, but has a wealth of ex-
perience. Her background includes leadership positions in public service and
in the school and volunteer community, including PTA Executive Board po-
sitions at Lafayette and Stanley, and President of Lafayette Juniors. Traci has
been Chair of Lafayette’s Crime Prevention Commission since 2008 and
helped champion the No Solicitors Ordinance, which was adopted in 2009.

Traci is committed to having the Lafayette City Council and city staff serve
its residents well. She wants transparency in city government and wants the
city to do a better job of informing its residents of important proposals that
it considers. People who know or have met Traci are impressed by her un-
derstanding of the complexities of the city government.

Traci has earned the endorsements of leading homeowner advocates such as
Guy Atwood, Jim Cunha, George Burtt, Joe Garrity, Eliot Hudson, Linda
Murphy, Marie Parti, Maeve Pessis, Alida Smith, and David Van Etten. She
is endorsed by leaders in the school community, including Diane Campore-
ale, Michelle Chan, Julie Donlan, Astrida Lalor, Francie Low, Ellen Seiler,
Pam Severson, and Christine Wang, as well as current and past Lafayette
Juniors leaders such as Marci Dublin, Fran Miller, Amy Parlett, and Rosy-
lyn Stenzel. She also has the backing all her fellow Crime Prevention Com-
missioners - Larry Belusa, Rita Charles, Kim Tejada, Tom Titmus, and John
Worden - as well as former Police Chief Mike Fisher, former Mayor and
Councilman Ivor Samson, and former Assemblywoman Lynne Leach.

[ encourage voters to elect Traci Reilly to the Lafayette City Council.

Isy Milosevich
Lafayette

Dear Editor,

As a long-time resident of Lafayette who is frustrated by the conditions of
our roads, I am thrilled that Traci Reilly is running for Lafayette City Coun-
cil. Traci understands that fixing our roads is a priority for residents. She
also is committed to reducing city expenditures and considering all finance
committee recommendations before asking homeowners and property own-
ers to levy additional taxes on ourselves to pay for road repair.

Last year, the street on which I live was repaved. But because our street was
a low priority street on the city’s list of roads needing repairs, six of us home-
owners had to pay 50% of the cost of repaving. This represented a large fi-
nancial burden.

Especially given the current economy, homeowners and property owners
will benefit from having Traci Reilly on the City Council. In order to fund
road repairs, she plans to look first to the city internally to find more effi-
ciencies. Traci also supports repayment of the $6 million loan from the City
to the Redevelopment Agency as soon as feasible, and that it be used to re-
pair our roads and drains. Traci will also work to restore the $400,000 the

Public Forum

Measure O Will Help Fund Improvements
To Our Streets and Roads

Voters will have an opportunity on November 2nd to approve a meas-
ure that will provide additional annual funding for improvements to
local transportation. Measure O proposes a Vehicle Registration Fee
(VRF) of $10 for every motor vehicle in Contra Costa County. The
fees can be used only for street and road maintenance and improve-
ments, transit to help relieve traffic congestion, and projects for the
benefit of bicycles and pedestrians. Funds generated by the VRF will
add considerably to the Return to Source (RTS) funds generated by
Measure J, the half-cent sales tax which voters approved in 2004 to
fund transportation projects and programs for 25 years. It is on these
funds that cities and towns rely for basic maintenance of local streets
and roads. For the three Lamorinda cities, Measure O will generate
about $435,000 new funds for street and road maintenance and im-
provements and for bike and pedestrian projects. For Moraga, this
means an additional $108,000 added to $258,000 annual RTS fund-
ing generated under Measure J—more than a 40% increase. Addi-
tionally, Measure O will help fund the Lamorinda School Bus
program, which is largely funded by Measure J and is suffering due
to diminished county-wide sales tax revenue.

Measure O is designed to put more transportation funds under local
control. None of the VRF can be taken away by the State. Every dol-
lar will be under control of the Contra Costa Transportation Author-
ity (CCTA). Spending by cities and towns must conform to a clearly
defined expenditure program, and spending will be subject to regu-
lar overview by the Authority, just like Measure J spending. Most im-
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City took from road funding when it received a like amount from the new
Waste Management fees, which resulted in no increased funding for roads
from such fees. Traci understands the burden that additional taxes would
impose upon Lafayette residents and businesses.

Traci Reilly has my vote.

Sincerely,
Rachel Browne
Lafayette

Editor:

We urge our fellow citizens to vote for our neighbor Don Tatzin for re-
election to the Lafayette City Council in the November election. For the
past eight years that we’ve lived in Lafayette, we’ve come to know Don
as a person who works hard to preserve the best features of our commu-
nity, improve those that can use upgrading, and make sure the city is man-
aged in a fiscally responsible manner.

We both grew up in neighboring communities and always thought ot
Lafayette as a place we would like to live some day. After we moved here
in 2002 and got to know the city better, we knew we had made the right
decision. We love the residential neighborhoods, the restaurants and other
downtown businesses, the reservoir, and especially the new library.
Most people probably don’t know how much time the city councilors put
in on our behalf. We often see Don out in his backyard playing Frisbee
with his border collies with one hand and turning pages in his 100-page
City Council reading package in the other. Given his long history of serv-
ing the Lafayette community, we believe Don has the depth of knowledge
and problem-solving ability to help the city make good decisions for all of
our benefit.

Sincerely,
Brian and Teri Fournier
Lafayette

Other

Editor:

I'wrote a short opinion favoring Proposition 19. The first tax I've ever been
in favor of. By the end of the week, I received an anonymous letter in the
mail. It was 18 large words of potty-mouthed name calling Something
like the most obnoxious kid in the fifth grade would say. There wasn't an
intelligent word in it. I don't know if they're mad because I'm against the
enormous tax free profits in the drug trade and they are a dealer, or if they
are blaming me because their child became a drug addict. Children of peo-
ple like this are prone to addiction.

Several friends and a neighbor smoked themselves to death with tobacco.
It's legal and heavily taxed. Same with alcohol. Cannabis should be in the
same category. It's nowhere near as addictive as tobacco.

People are always brawling after drinking too much alcohol. I never hear
that about Cannabis users.

A long time ago a young man told me he used heroin because it was
cheaper than weed.

Cowardly, nasty letters or not, I'm voting yes on Proposition 19.

Bruce R. Peterson
Lafayette

Editor:

Orinda’s Future Hinges on 2 Nights — Oct. 13 & 18

Like most of us who live here, I truly love Orinda for so many reasons. That
is why I’m protective of our city and what happens to it. I'm sure you are, too.
Therefore, it is essential that every resident attends the Public Workshop
about the Downtown Plan! Please mark your calendars for Monday, Octo-
ber 18, 7-9 p.m. at Fellowship Hall, Orinda Community Church.

The meeting is being listed as a Downtown Revitalization Workshop. It is
more about major changes in Orinda’s General Plan, ordinances, and zon-
ing. This should be an opportunity for you to be heard.

The Downtown Plan is proposing a jump from the current 35 foot height
limit up to 55— 70’ (depending on the pitch of the roof). Can you imagine
the 18 foot high buildings on Moraga Way (across from Peets and Lupetti’s)
razed from existence and more than tripled in height? Where will our
human scale downtown go, along with our view of the hills?

Can Orinda be beautified/updated? Sure.

Do we want traffic congestion and years of construction to result in a faux,
contrived city in its place? No thanks. Santana Row wouldn’t work here.
Are we supporting local businesses and the Orinda Theatre? We should be.
Big box stores plus Crate & Barrel and the Gap have been suggested. Orinda
is unique.

Should there be downtown housing? O.K. but not high condos and offices
with underground parking everywhere.

Do we want our City Council and city officials to listen to residents and have
a vote by citizens on the direction of our City? Five people on a City Coun-
cil should not decide for 17,000+ residents who pay the property tax.

So please be there that one night at least!! In addition, Candidates’ night for
Orinda City Council will be on Wednesday, October 13, 7-9 p.m., at the Li-
brary Auditorium. This is the most important election in years.

Your attendance on these two nights about our Orinda could determine its
future. See you there!

Ann O’C.-Nye
Orinda

JOIN IT

portant, allocation of funds will be under control of the CCTA re-
gional committees. For the Southwest region (SWAT)—which in-
cludes Lamorinda—SWAT has decided that 85% of funds will be
spent on street and road maintenance and improvements, 10% on
transit programs (namely, the Lamorinda School Bus Program), and
5% on bike and pedestrian improvements (such as crosswalks and
sidewalks). This allocation reflects current Lamorinda needs. After
five years, the expenditure program can be reconsidered by SWAT to
reflect needs at that time.

Why should you vote for this fee on your motor vehicles? Every ve-
hicle using our roads contributes to wear and tear. Vehicle miles
driven seem always to increase, yet our ability to maintain our roads
continues to fall further and further behind as revenues fail to cover
rising costs. The Return to Source funds we receive from Measure J
can’t possibly fund what’s needed to arrest further deterioration, let
alone make improvements. We desperately need additional revenues
sources, and Measure O is one new source. Good roads are an im-
portant element of a wholesome community. It’s in all our interests to
maintain them. Please vote for Measure O on November 2nd.

For more information on Measure O,

visit www. VoteYesOnMeasureO.com

Mike Metcalf

Moraga

(Mike Metcalfis a Moraga Town Council member. He is a commis-
sioner at Contra Costa Transportation Authority, the agency which is
sponsoring Measure O. He represents Moraga on the Southwest Area
Transportation Committee (SWAT) and on the board of the Lamor-
inda School Bus Transportation Agency.)



Wednesday, October 13, 2010

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£ 925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: L1

A Day of Labor and Celebratlon

By Sophie Braccini

f you missed it, you probably

won’t live to see another; un-
less you know something we
don’t. It comes only once every
one hundred years. What were
you doing last Sunday,
10/10/10?

The non-profit organiza-
tion 350.org promoted a global
work party on the auspicious,
and binary, date 10/10/10 dedi-
cated to celebrating solutions to
the climate crisis. Several
events were held in Lamorinda.
In Lafayette, Siamack
Sioshansi and the Urban Farm-
ers met to spruce up 20 urban
farms for the winter, celebrate
together, and present the next
phase of the project that will in-
volve many more community
members who are interested in
growing their own food.

Last  fall  Sioshansi
launched the Urban Farmers, a
pilot program to grow food on
large properties. The plan was
to select 20 sites that would
provide land and water, while
the organization would do all
the work, share the crops
among participants, and give
the surplus to the food bank.
Many Lamorindans sponta-
neously volunteered to help

with the project.

“I live in Lafayette but
have no garden,” says volunteer
Karyn Maynard, “for me, work-
ing in the garden is a great way
to interact with people of all
generations, work in the out-
doors and learn a lot about gar-
dening.” Maynard, a physical
trainer in her late 50s, adds that
she enjoys interacting with the
volunteers of all ages, including
many college students, who
come to help.

After work on 10/10/10,
the volunteers gathered at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church of
Lafayette to celebrate with
Lamorinda residents and hear
about the next phase of the proj-
ect. For the coming year, gar-
dens of all sizes can be
included, but homeowners will
have to contribute more.

“During the first phase,
the construction of the gardens,
the growing of food went beau-
tifully,” says Sioshansi, “but
overall we found out that the
program was not sustainable,
and could not be duplicated to
other communities.”

Sioshansi’s analysis is that
the structure of the program it-
self was faulty; there was one

person at the top, giving direc-
tions. He now believes that only
a cooperative, flat structure will
produce what he is looking for: a
food production and delivery
system that can be replicated in
hundreds of communities.

“The new model is built as
a cooperative, with each home-
owner being a member,” he ex-
plains, “most will work a few
hours a week in their garden
doing maintenance, and they
will be helped by volunteers
during the work-intensive peri-
ods.” Sioshansi added that gar-
dens will be organized in
neighborhoods to establish a
support system, and that the co-
op will provide needed volun-
teers, purchasing of supplies,
mentoring, and collection of
surplus. “The purpose of the
co-op is to give members all
they need to successfully grow
their own food, and possibly
share with others.”

This year, Sioshansi ex-
pects that a Board will form to
oversee the system. He antici-
pates that a contribution will be
asked of farmers in order to fi-
nance the hiring of Americorp
members who will manage the
day to day operations. “The
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Submitted by Chris Blair

o
A Special Golden Birthday

W

A Golden Birthday, also called a Grand, Lucky, Champagne or Star Birthday according to
Wikipedia, occurs when someone turns the age of their birthday. Julia Blair, a 5th grader
at Los Perales Elementary School in Moraga, celebrated her Golden Birthday when she

turned 10 on 10/10/10.

participation fee should be be-
tween $15 and $20 a week, de-
pending on the size of the
garden,” says Sioshansi.

Additional presentations
for interested potential mem-
bers are coming soon. The next
will be on October 17, with a
maximum number of 25 partic-
ipants; there will also be ses-
sions on November 6 and 7. To
reserve a spot and get more in-
formation, email Sioshansi at
siamack@theurbanfarmers.org
or visit the web site theurban-
farmers.org.

_éump start Your Weight Loss

Lose 30 to 45 pounds in 12 weeks!

Physician-Supervised Weight Loss  Dietary Guidance
Safe and Effective Medication ~ Long Term Weight Management

jumpstart

MEDICINE

‘Walnut Creek & Pleasanton - (925) 287-8777
San Francisco (Financial District & Laurel Heights) & Marin - (415) 438-4999
Millbrae & Redwood City - (650) 701-1460

925-287-8777 www.jumpstartmedicine.com
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Complimentary Manicure
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ORGANIC HAND & FOOT THERAPY

Or 20% off all other services

Prepare to be pampered in an all-natural,
acrylic-free nail salon
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Ballet Classes
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It’s all online!

Ready for you to send to friends and family - worldwide
www.lamorindaweekly.com

Free Fisher & Paykel
DishDrawer with Remodel!

Stainless Fisher & Paykel
Double DishDrawer with Any
Complete Kitchen Remodel.’
($1100 value)

*Call for details. While supplies last.
Offer expires 11/1/10.

Top-rated kitchen & bath contractor and showroom
in Contra Costa County providing the “best remodeling
experience” for 25 years in Lamorinda.

(925) 938-1100

www.AlteraDesign.com
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The Haddon Family, Orinda Re5|dents Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority
Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in -
« residential furnaces - heaters - air conditioners - ductwork jjSystem Inspection,
« repairs « upgrades - maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES - FAST SERVICE

(925)r377-6600

www.LeapFrogPIumbing.com

LeapFrog LOOT

$50 OFF

For Jobs $250 or More

LeapFrog LOOT

$100 OFF

For Jobs $500 or More

$79

| Checkup* |

9 2 5 -5 2 1 - 1 3 80 1 *service includes a free standard |
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Not combined with other offers. Not combined with other offers.

| Furnace/A/C |

sized 1" disposable filter.
I We do offer a variety of |
| pleated and washable filters. |

Member, Lafayette & Walnut Creek
Chambers of Commerce
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Conor Bean (left) and Sam Larsen
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“A High-tech Brain
with the Patience of

a Mother”

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

* Troubleshoot any computer problem.
* Help in plain English, not tech talk.
* In-home or drop-off service available.

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com
Serving the Bay Area’s Technology

Needs Since 1985

CLEANING
(925) 283-8744

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

We Pre-Spot, Scrub & Steam Clean Every Job

“Over the years
techmommy has been our computer
savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.
Thank goodness for techmommy.
We would be lost without her!”
— Dan & Colleen, Moraga

www.lamorindaweekly.com

- Community Service -

Two Local Teens Create Diaper Drive
for Newborn Connections

Submitted by Kristin Rasmussen

am Larsen and Conor Bean,

both seniors at Miramonte
High School in Orinda, have cre-
ated a community service project
to serve families in need in Con-
tra Costa County. The boys will
be collecting diapers for New-
born Connections, a division of
the Child Abuse Prevention
Council of Contra Costa County.
Newborn Connections provides
in-home visits and supplies to
struggling families with new ba-
bies throughout the county.
“Most of these families are fac-
ing hardships and diapers are ex-
pensive,” says Bean. Both boys
have collected diapers for New-
born Connections in the past, but
adds Larsen, “We wanted to
come up with a way to provide
diapers to Newborn Connections
on a regular basis.”

The first participant in the
new program is The Orinda Pre-
school (TOPS). The school’s
families will be able to donate di-
apers through the Newborn Con-
nections donation bin located on
site.

For more information on
placing a diaper collection bin in
your school or place of business,
please contact Conor Bean and
Sam Larsen at 925-376-9156.
For more information on New-
born Connections, please contact
Rose Marie Wallace, Project Co-
ordinator, at 925-798-0546.

925-377-0977
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We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service
organizations to submit news and information about their activities. Submissions can be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Boys Swim for Cancer Research
Submitted by Jynane Wheeler

»

o

Photo Jynane Wheeler

Cole Lauritzen (10), Drew Lauritzen (8), and Michael Wheeler (10) have more than a few things in common.
They all live in Lafayette. They all like to swim. Unfortunately, they all have lost a grandfather to cancer, and
have grandmothers who are currently fighting cancer. And earlier this month, they all swam a mile to raise money
for the Women's Cancer Research Center. Together they raised over $1200 for the charity. The Swim A Mile For
Women With Cancer annual event was held October 2nd and 3rd at Mills College in Oakland. It meant a lot to the
boys to be able to swim in honor of their grandparents. This is the second time Cole has participated and the first
time for Drew and Michael. The three of them are already looking forward to participating next year.

We Specialize In Carpet, Upholstery

& Area Rug Cleaning

Odor Control - Pet Urine Removal
Oriental Rugs Flood Damage

Tile & Stone Restoration
Residential ¢ Commercial

New High Powered

Truck Mounted Equipment
EPA Approved Method Licensed-Bonded-Insured

FALL SPECIAL

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS
www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com

3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Lafayette Care Homeg
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Kiwanis Installs Officers for 2010-11

Submitted by Stan Holcenberg

(From left) Past Kianis Lt. Governor Ray Horton, incoming President John Haffner, and outgoing

President Tim Freeman (receiving the William Dunlap award)

he Kiwanis Club of Moraga

Valley held their annual In-
stallation Dinner at the Orinda
Country Club on September 23.
The Club was formed in 1974, and
the first President, Lafayette resident
Charlie Toll, attended the event.

The Master of Ceremonies
for the event was Moraga Chief of
Police, Bob Priebe. Past President
and Moraga Council-Member
Howard Harpham, and past Kiwa-
nis Lt. Governor Ray Horton, con-
ducted the installation of the
officers and board members.

John Haffner, Moraga Citizen
of the Year in 2008 and head of the
Moraga Pear Festival for years, was
installed as President. Other offi-
cers include Ist Vice President
Karen Reed, 2nd Vice President
Graig Crossley, Secretary Mike
Metcalf (member of Moraga Town
Council), and Treasurer Barbara
Van Sickle.

Dick Ayres was awarded the
2009-10 Kiwaniian of the Year
award from 2008-09 winner Stan
Holcenberg. The award is pre-
sented to an individual that is very
active in the Club’s fundraising and
service projects, and fosters the ef-
forts of Kiwanis in the community.
Dick is also a Board member of the
Moraga Park Foundation.

Outgoing 2009-10 President
Tim Freeman received two awards,
the Distinguished Kiwanian Award
as well as the very prestigious
William Dunlap Award presented
by the Kiwanis California-Nevada-
Hawaii District Foundation.

Members of the Kiwanis
Club of Moraga Valley recently
worked on the re-furbishing of the
Hacienda de Las Flores. Many are
very involved in Town activities,
and the local Kiwanis Club con-
tributes a significant amount of
money each year for scholarships

Photo provided

and with local agencies that focus
on improving the lives of children.

A good example of this sup-
port of the children of Lamorinda —
and the dedicated teachers that
serve them — Kiwanis has given li-
brary books to the students of all of
our elementary schools. To make
sure the libraries get the books they
want and need, teachers and librar-
ians make their selections from The
Storyteller in Lafayette, a great chil-
dren’s book store. This school li-
brary support program is especially
important at this time of economic
stress and tight budgets. The chil-
dren and the teachers loved a simi-
lar gift a year ago.

Kiwanis is a global organiza-
tion of volunteers dedicated to
changing the world one child and
one community at a time. To learn
more about Kiwanis, visit the local
website — www.moragavalleykiwa-
nis.org.
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Classes Offered

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

College Essay Help

Need Help with Your
College Essay?

Low Cost Assistance
Motivation and Revisions!
PhD. Higher Education
jari94556@comcast.net

§3 per linein bold,
$2 per reqular line,
3 lines minimum

(max 30 Characters per line)
Submit online:
www.lamorinda
weekly.com

Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

PIANO LESSONS

Accepting students of all
ages. Twenty-five plus years
of experience. Studio at
Lafayette/Pleasant Hill
border. Call 530-520-1633.

Distributors Wanted

Candle Distributors
Wanted
Clean Burning Candles
Retailing, Fundraising & More
Training and Support Provided

877-779-0040

WE BUY:

Old Tube - Based HI-FIs and
Stereos, Guitar and PA. Amplifiers
and various Tube Electronic Gear
Pickup at your convenience
working or not!

Al Pecherer (925) 914-7772
apecherer@gmail.com

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Service

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION

Foundations, drainage, remodel

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
WWW.SWartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

Handyman

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK

All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

T (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Handyman - experienced in
all types of home repairs.

I am glad to discuss your repair
or project and provide the best
solution at a reasonable rate.
Please call me, Carson at (925)
708-7059. 1 show up. | clean up.

Plumbing

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFropPlumbing.com

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Painting

T & T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga
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Local 104 Union Shop

STRUGGLING
OVER HERE!!

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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FURNACE MAINTENANCE*

*After $50 Union Rebate
Valid 10/15 - 11/30/2010

925-377-0977

IN REBATES AND TAX CREDITS!
ON SELECT CARRIER SYSTEMS

See dealer for complete details. Limited time only.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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ACS Air Conditioning Systems

www.ACSystemsInc.com e License# 632329
SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS

(925) 676-2103
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DON’T GET CAUGHT WITH YOUR FURNACE DOWN!
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When is the Best Time to Spay and Neuter

By Mona Miller, DVM

his topic has been revisited
throughout the years, and in
large part the answer depends on
the person or organization
providing an an-
SWer. For

many 4%,5 -
years, the /céf/ w
standard age for "S,,e"
spay/neuter was 6 "’e,.e

months old, although there is
minimal science reinforcing that
this is the optimum. In the late
1980s, the Massachusetts Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to An-
imals spearheaded a movement to
perform early spays/neuters, at 8
weeks old, in order to decrease the
nation’s overpopulation problem.
No detrimental effects were docu-
mented in performing anesthesia
and surgery on these young puppies
and kittens. There’s no question that
releasing already spayed/neutered
pets from shelters has helped lower
the number of unwanted animals
euthanized each year.  This
prompted most veterinarians in
urban areas to swing the pendulum
to 4 month old spays and neuters.
For cats, I still recommend
neuter and spay at 4-6 months.

""s

There
isnoreason S Nk :

to wait to neuter a d°.9/ s et
male cat — the exposure St
to testosterone in an intact
male cat will increase the chance of
aggression and urine spraying. For
female cats, a major detriment to
spay is the risk of obesity, although
it is unclear whether age at time of
spay correlates with fat develop-
ment. However, the benefits to
young spay include avoidance of
multiple pregnancies during the
heat season (cats can ovulate while
lactating), and decreased chance of
malignant mammary cancer. Addi-
tionally, it will prevent the behavior
the cat exhibits during heat, which

QJ,Q
Ld >

can be quite annoying!
In the past several years,

however, there
has been
more

science
s behind my
7 decision to dis-
"4. cuss this matter
with dog owners

on a case-by-case
basis, with some
general guidelines. For male dogs,
the most significant reasons to
neuter are the high chance of repro-
duction once the dog reaches pu-
berty and development of benign
prostate enlargement as a senior
dog, causing difficulty urinating.
For female dogs, the most signifi-

cant reasons to spay are the high
chance of unplanned pregnancy and
the increased risk of malignant
mammary cancer if spayed any
time after the second heat cycle.
Additionally, intact female dogs
have close
£ to 25%
. chance
of devel-
oping a
life-
threaten-
ing uterine
infection by
the age of 10
years old (a 4
year old dog has a
15% chance of this)
— this is considered a
surgical emergency.
My reasons to wait until after
6 months old to spay/neuter dogs
come from some protective benefit
of physical development under the
influence of reproductive hormones
(estrogen and testosterone). Some
of the following diseases have mul-
tiple causes, and most can be asso-
ciated with obesity. To complicate
matters, the most common risk fac-
tor for obesity is spay/neuter. These
other problems include increased
risk for knee cruciate ligament rup-
ture, urine incontinence in females,
certain malignant tumors in some
breeds, and possibly faster progres-
sion of senility in males. My rec-

ommendation for a male dog is to
neuter when he is 1-2 years old, and
to spay a female dog just before her
first heat cycle. The best indicator
for a female dog’s heat cycle is
when her mother went into heat for
the first time. If this information is
unknown, then I’ll subtract a month
from the average age at first heat for
the breed of the dog.

Dr. Mona S. Miller lives in
Lafayette with her 4 year old
son, yellow Labrador Retriever
and grey cat. She has worked at
Four Seasons Animal Hospital in
Lafayette since moving here in
2001. She attended Cal as an un-
dergrad, and received her DVM
from U.C. Davis. She can be
reached at Four Seasons, 938-
7700, or by email to
MonaSDVM@aol.com.

apr.com

WHERE DO YOU

WANT TO LIVE?

.apr.com

*New
Owners

*New
Attitude

*30

Years

in the
Industry!

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
925-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com

ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

4 Patrick Lane, Orinda
Shown by Appointment

The chic styling and great living spaces of this Glorietta
neighborhood home will accommodate both day to day living
and entertaining. The fluid, open floor plan, high ceilings,
incredible light, and a wonderful yard with stunning panoramic
views make this a home that will truly captivate you.

$1,850,000 Lisa Brydon and Kristi lves
open.apr.com 925.258.1111

144 Greenbriar, Moraga
Shown by Appointment

Enjoy all the privileges of Moraga Country Club and resort-like
living all year round while owning this unique home. An
Inverness model that has been updated throughout provides
fabulous living spaces both inside and on the wonderful decks
and landscaping outside. In combining both indoor and
outdoor living this home is an absolute delight.

$710,000 Nancy McTigue
open.apr.com 925.258.1111

220 Longview Terrace, Orinda
Shown by Appointment

This gracious home is truly a mid-century classic. Expansive
walls of glass in the main part of the home overlook green
hills and views that go on forever. This home was updated
throughout in 2002 with a commitment to blend older charm
with modern amenities. Close to top-rated Orinda schools, this
home is just about perfect.
$899,000

open.apr.com

Carolyn Way
925.258.1111

Shown by Appointment

Designed by architect Richard Danskin, this Orinda home is
truly “one of a kind”. 515 Tahos Road has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths
and an open floor plan that features dramatically high ceilings,
floor-to-ceiling windows and wonderfully large spacious
rooms.
$1,395,000
open.apr.com

Gianna Mayo
925.258.1111

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA |

2 Theatre Square, Suite 215 925.258.1111
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- IN HOME HELP -

£ 925-377-0977

Financial Planning
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Core Bookkeeping Solutions

)..l:.

for you or your loved ones Investments Serving your business
- l"ledica!I Appointments - Me'dicatior']s - Transportation I e Accounts Payable & Receivable e Financial Statements
- Shopping - Errands - Banking - Bill Paying - Forms nsurq nce ¢ Budgets & Cash Flow e Payroll & Journal Entries

- Record Keeping - Insurance - Technology & Computers
- Meal Planning and Preparation - Pet Care - Referrals

damorinda Comforts of Fome
925.285.6272

Local - Bonded - Insured
www.lamorindacomfortsofhome.com

¢ Reconciliations & Systems Improvement e Year End Processing; W2s, 1099

Call me for a complimentary consultation. "
and more ...

Moraga Resident

1390 Willow Pass Rd., Ste 470, WADDELL
&S REFD

Patricia Ahazie, Principal
Moraga Resident

tdrare 925-262-8358
e 3624 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
patricia@corebookkeeping.com | www.corebookkeeping.com

DEeANA Vick DAVIDSON

Financial Advisor Concord, CA 94520

925-689-9600
dvick@wradvisors.com
www.deanavickdavidson.wrfa.com

CA License No. OE48267

A Conversation with Abraham Verghese

While Lamorinda Reads, the author of Cutting for Stone reflects
By Lou Fancher

Abraham Verghese
Photo (c) Joanne Chan
hen I called Abraham
Verghese for our phone in-
terview to preview his upcoming
appearance at Lamorinda’s Three
Communities, One Book Program
on October 26th, [ was expecting to
wait.
He’s a doctor, after all, and in
my experience, that meant 30-60
minutes thumbing through Psy-
chology Today, or Oprah’s O Mag-
azine (guilty pleasure,) before
hearing his caramel-toned voice.
Instead, he was ready, will-

ing, and most poetically able to an-
swer questions about health care,
medical training, being a physician
and writing.

Although Verghese will ap-
pear at Lafayette’s Veterans Memo-
rial building to speak about his third
book, Cutting for Stone, he was
first, a doctor. An outspoken advo-
cate on matters related to “bedside
care,” he continues to chair in the
Department of Internal Medicine at
Stanford University.

We began speaking about
universal health care coverage.

“It’s an industry that’s huge.
What people must understand is
that every dollar spent on health
care is a dollar of income for some-
one. It’s going to be slow and
painful to change the system. But
we are a country with 40 million
uninsured: we have to address it.”

In addition to universal cov-
erage, Verghese says there must be
payment reform. “Right now, you
get paid for services done to a pa-
tient, but not for what you do for a
patient. We have bizarre structures,
like free-standing flu and MRI cen-
ters. Have you ever seen a free-
standing geriatric center? No, you

haven’t, because it’s not profitable.”

Verghese has treated AIDS
patients extensively. He says the
issue having dropped from front
page headlines is “a phenomenon
of the wonderful treatments that
have developed. We’re in a com-
pletely different place than 1994,
but we’re still a long way from a
cure—and from dealing with AIDS
in developing countries.”

He refers to practicing medi-
cine as a “spiritual calling,” and ex-
plains: “You’re not transacting
business. You’re meeting people at
their most vulnerable moments.
There should be an awe and appre-
ciation at being permitted such ac-
cess.”

“Medical students don’t need
to be taught compassion,” he con-
tinues. “They come to the profes-
sion with all the right qualities. We
shift the focus from the person to
the disease in medical training. We
need to guard against that.”

Verghese says the biggest
challenges to medical students are
the amount of information they
have to digest, the length of school-
ing required, and the considerable
debt graduates carry. The greatest

difficulty for practicing physicians
is that procedures are tied to profits.
“An internist, such as I am, has to
see 25 people a day, just to keep up
with the overhead.”

A man of science might turn
to a less-cerebral challenge for
stress relief, but Verghese fills his
limited “spare time” writing. We
talk about his process.

“Research is terribly impor-
tant, because so often, I've stum-
bled upon things, not where I
intended, but so useful for the book.
It’s often a great excuse not to write,
so there is a time to stop, and get to
the writing.”

“My full-time job precludes a
schedule. I write haphazardly and
take what time [ can get. [ compose
on the screen, but edit on the page.
Since attending the lowa Writer’s
Workshop, and benefitting from it,
I care only about my editor’s and
my readers’ feedback. You have to
trust your editors and be willing to
take what they say and not be
crushed by it.”

Matters of faith, death and
dying emerge in Cutting for Stone.
I wonder if Verghese is conscious
of these themes prior to writing, or

if they appear as a surprise. “You
develop a story and push it out. I'm
certainly impressed by people who
are faithful to a calling, to their fam-
ilies. But I was not conscious of it
as [ wrote this.”

About death, he says, “In the
West, it is a bit of a surprise because
we haven’t developed enough ritu-
als around it. I feel privileged to
have taken care of people who were
dying, to be entrusted.”

Verghese says his interest in
stories is natural. “It’s surely a part
of being a person: to be curious
about the human experience. I have
a fascination with fiction because it
resonates with one’s own story.”

If he were restricted to only
one book for the rest of his days,
Verghese would immediately
choose Love in the Time of Cholera,
by Gabriel Garcia Méarquez. “It’s a
gorgeous story and, more than that,
every sentence and paragraph is
musical.”

I’ve just spent 45 minutes
with a remarkable writer, teacher
and physician. And it didn’t cost
me a cent. Universal health care
does work, if you know where to
get it.
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An Evening with the
Author

Abraham Verghese, the
author of Cutting for Stone,
will discuss his award-
winning book on Tuesday,
October 26th , 7:00 p.m., at
the Veterans Memorial
Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd. in Lafayette. Space is
limited - first come, first
seated. Book signing to
follow; books will be
available for purchase.

Business Service Directory

www.lamorindaservicedirectory.com

Pet sitting

Pet care

Underpinning

Construction

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish r.'} 1?"2,
) "’SIt
Play-Tlme = Walks = Feedlng “restrictions apply
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience
— Lamorindal

o Wy

ALL FURLOVE PET CARE

Book Your Holiday Visits Now!

# Daily Pet Visits while you're away

# Mid-Day Dog Walks - ‘1!

# Bonded & Insured 3
(925) 212-7422

Maureen Goldlist, Lafayette resident
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UNDERPINNING

BRI CONRNGLTEN LiC. W

BULLOMNG FOUNRATIONS - LIFTAMG - LEVELING - STABILEZING

Renovation
Construction

Design

Linda Kucma (925) 7464649 | [ www.AllFurLovePetCare.com | (il Ll Al (5106877100 yww.taylorsnailers.com
Pilates Skin care Yard/Clean up work Gardening

Pilates

No Pain!
Personal Attention
Get Fit

s 925-708-3279

COREKINETICS Pilates Studio Orinda
« Free fitness analysis with first lesson

« Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems

« Custom workouts-all bodies welcome

« Private and semi private classes

- Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

Med(fst/teticsm

look great every day

Give your skin the

attention it deserves!

Special Offer with this ad:| Elizabeth Buddington
Certified Medical Esthetician

20% O_ﬁ Healthy www.Med-EstheticsRx.com

Glow Treatment* Call for an appointment

*limit one per customer 925-258-0055
50 Vashell Way suite 230 Orinda, CA 94563

Call Tony af 925) 497-3141

Tree Service

1 Trimming-Pruning
Brush Clearance
Gutter cleaning

Hauling Debris

Free Estimafe and
h Reasonable Prices

Lic#5001386

www.HousecIeanlnggardenlng.com

J. Limon Gardening

Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience
in Lamorinda

Dance classes

Construction

Construction

Heating & Airconditioning

DANCE DANCE DANCE

Salsa dance classes
with Tomaj
Ormda San Ramon
& Walnut Creek
NO PARTNER
REQUIRED!
On-going classes
open to all ages.

415-505-3536

19

FREE class coupon at:
www.SalsawithTomaj.com

Swim lessons

Swim School

" Call today and get
One Free Lesson

« 18 months - 7 years

« Beginning to advanced

« One-on-one private classes
« Located in Lafayette

925-283-7119 « Mature, experienced teachers
Maureen Bettis, « 29 years experience

owner & instructor  *¢>5 Value, with 12 lesson sign up

ADDITONS & RENOVATIONS

DESIGN / PERMIT & BUILD SERVICES

FOUNDATIONS & FRAMING B
RETAINING WALLS %
DECKS, BALCONIES & SIDING

SOFT STORY EARTHQQAKE RETROFIT

More than 20 Years of Experience
Civil Engineer Lic.#043437
General Contractor Lic.#564297

925-253-1000
SAFE ENGINEERING

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation ¢ Remodeling
Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs

Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

e

NANIHEATING AND ARCONDITIONING INC

+ FURNACE INSTALLATION

¢+ CUSTOM FLASHING,

+ GUTTERS (COPPER, ALUMINUM, GALV.)
¢ SKYLIGHTS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
925-726-7846

nanihvac@gmail.com CALIC # 861745

Blk&white:
One color:
Full color:

Call 925-377-0977

design included, restrictions may apply

Offer your Services
Your ad will reach more then 23,000 homes
and businesses in Lamorinda.
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Support Lamorinda Weekly by
shopping with our advertisers

and telling them you saw their ad!
Your local free Newspaper
for Lamorinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

” 925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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925.376.7776
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Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.
Call Keith for your real estate needs!

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

CHRISTIE’S
GREAT ESTATES*

kkatzman@pacunion.com www.pacunion.com

A Member Of Real Living

Cal Shake’s Closes Season with Much Ado

By Lou Fancher

Danny Scheie (center) nearly steals the show as Dogberry (pictured) and Don John.

Cal Shakes 2010 season, now in
the midst of its final produc-
tion at Orinda’s Bruns Amphithe-
ater, could be compared to a meal.
Opening with the earthy
starter, Steinbeck’s Pastures of
Heaven, the 10th anniversary sea-
son kept audiences well-fed with
Shaw’s spicy Mrs. Warren s Profes-
sion and an expectedly meaty Mac-
beth, directed by Minnesota’s
innovate, Joel Sass. Artistic Direc-
tor John Moscone’s frothy, deca-
dent Much Ado about Nothing,
playing now through October 17, is
the perfect ending, with spectacular

performances by the cast.

Moscone calls the play “suc-
culent, stylish, and witty,” in pre-
show talks. While that might
predict a pumped-up production,
his Much Ado is clever and sophis-
ticated. As a director, he has a del-
icate touch: knowing when to
mock, when to charm, and when to
just have a rousing good time.

The play begins where Mac-
beth ends: with a sword fight. A
bookend in direct counterpoint to
the previous production, this sword
fight is a fake, a “pretend joust” be-
tween friends.

Photo Ohlen Alexander

Dan Ostling’s set, in a bright,
economic maneuver, takes the
Scottish  play’s  claustrophobic
structures and strips them clean.
The characters’ lies and deceptions
may be veiled, but the stage design
is transparent, with wide-plank
wood floors and little else to ob-
scure the view. Piped terraces and
a slender tree center stage provide
no place to hide, a fact Moscone ex-
ploits with satisfying comic pur-

pose, especially in a scene
involving Beatrice, played by
Domenique Lozano.

Lozano, in a role requiring

humor, intelligence and a touch of
nasty, is impeccable. Like her di-
rector, she knows when to toss off a
line, when to add or subtract a ges-
ture, and how to make the whole
thing look like fun.

Benedick, the man Beatrice
loves to hate, and vice versa, is cap-
tured with ease and great physical
humor by Andy Murray. One scene,
in which Murray assumes a humble
posture in fragmented, sequential
movements, is unforgettable.

Dan Hiatt places another
notch in his actor’s belt with his
performance as Leonato. Hiatt’s
often cast as a gentleman, albeit one
with dark undercurrents, so it’s a
particular pleasure when he appears
in Act II as the dim-witted George
Seacole. The trajectory Hiatt must
then follow, when he subsequently
returns as Leonato and goes from
proud father to distraught, egocen-
tric man, is no less moving for hav-
ing played the part of a buffoon
only moments before.

Nick  Childress, Emily
Kitchens, Catherine Castellanos
and Andrew Hurteau assume their
roles with convincing, individual
sincerity.

Danny Scheie, however, is
magnetic. His Act I Don John, is
elaborately savage. Scheie is able to
express more content with a simple
“hmmm,” than most actors convey
with extended monologues. Amidst
a swirling waltz scene, with the cast
filling the stage, Scheie draws the

eye to the top of the stairs, where he
stands, surveying the scene with ob-
vious scorn. It’s impossible to look
away, even if it means missing the
boisterous action below.

Although Moscone, at an In-
side Scoop event, referred to the
character of Dogberry as an “eck,”
Scheie makes it all worthwhile. His
second act Dogberry reveals the
cunning joy Shakespeare has with
language and sets the audience
laughing with guilty pleasure. If
anything is reminiscent of the
screwball comedies of the 1930’s,
this is surely it and Scheie is in full
command of the role’s self-sacrific-
ing humor.

The laughter and gaiety at the
close of Much Ado is a good set-up
for next year. The 2011 season will
include new versions of Shaw’s
Candida and The Taming of the
Shrew. Joel Sass returns to direct
the company’s first production of
Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus.
Rounding out the summer with a
musical production inspired by Two
Gentlemen of Verona, is anew play,
The Verona Project.

Shakespeare’s romantic
comedy Much Ado About
Nothing, directed by
Jonathan Moscone, plays at
Cal Shakes September 12 -
October 17. Tickets start at
$20; call (510)548-9666 or
go to www.calshakes.org.

What's on
your.facee

N\

Is your skincare pu

you at risk for
cancer or

reproductive harm?

Campaign for safe
ingredients in
cosmetics and skin
care products.

SKINCXRE

Anti-Aging « Acne Management Clinic

50% off

your first facial,

Around the World in Two Hours

By Sophie Braccini
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Feel like taking a trip around
the world on your lunch
break? If so, Saint Mary’s Col-
lege is your first stop on Tues-
day, October 19. Get to know
20 different countries; sample
the foods, enjoy the art and
music, and meet the natives —
all for free at Global Faire in the
Ferroggiaro Quad.

An SMC tradition for over
20 years, the Global Faire is or-
ganized and staffed by SMC’s
International Students Club.
Proving that SMC is not just a
place for Americans and
Aussies, most of the Club’s 40
or so members come from
across the globe — from Asia,
Europe, the Middle East, South
America and South Africa.
“This is an annual opportunity
for our students to celebrate
their heritage and culture, as
well as educate others through
the promotion of understanding
and unity,” says Keith Annis,
International Student Coordina-
tor for the Center for Interna-
tional Programs at SMC.

“We want to show others
what our countries are about,
beyond stereotypes,” explains
Batsaikhan Purevbaatar, an
SMC student from Mongolia.
Visitors to Purevabaatar’s table
at the Faire will find him

_—
p——

The students of the SMC Internationl Club.

-

dressed in Mongolian attire and
serving up Mongolian food.

Some of the Club’s mem-
bers are US-born but have an
interest in discovering other
cultures. “I had little exposure
and no involvement with non-
Americans growing up,” said
Joe Murphy, an SMC student
from Arizona, “I am a member
of the club and part of the or-
ganizing team because I’'m in-
terested in learning and
reaching out to different cul-
tures.”

The Modern Language
and Anthropology departments
will also tables at the Faire, as
will other international clubs
such as the Middle Eastern
Club and Hermanas Unidas.
Music from all over the world
will be played and the Women’s
Resource Center will dance
“Rhythm of Change” at around
1:00 p.m. The fair trade non-
profit, “Just Hearts” will offer
international artifacts for sale.

“We are an example of
what you get when people from
different countries can actually
meet and get to know each
other,” says SMC student Zu
Goh, who is from Hong Kong,
“we are our own little version
of the United Nations; we talk,
we listen, we exchange, and

want one day to be active in
building a more peaceful
world.”

Photo Sophie Braccini

To reach the Ferroggiaro
Quad, park in the visitor park-
ing found to your right as you

enter the campus, then walk
straight toward the center of the
college, past the library.

call for details.
925.609.8746

Paraben free facility

Products and
tfreatments that are
100% free of artificial
dyes and syntheftic

preservatives,

chemicals and
fragrances

Environmentally clean

1333 Willow Pass Rd. # 202
Concord, CA 94520
925.609.8746

www.trioskincare.com
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46 years of HVAC experience & serving the LaMorinda area for over 30 years

save '

32,900 |

on a new Carrier System-

BILL INGRAHAM

Air Conditioning - Heating
3362 Dyer Drive ¢ Lafayette, CA 94549 |

925-283-1097

www.billingrahamairconditioningheating.com

License# 472759
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* Federal tax credits of up to $1,500 on qualifying Energy Star equipment. See your tax advisor for qualifications. Must be placed
in service prior to 12/31/2010. WAC. ** Rebate savings range from $50 to $1,200 depending on equipment purchased.

Expires 11/15/2010. See Bill Ingraham Air Conditioning - Heating for details.
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Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church

1700 School Street, Moraga, Ca
Invites You To Our Annual

Serbian
Food
Festival

Saturday, Oct. 23, 2010
12:00 Noown - 10:00 p.m.

~Authentic Serbian Cuisine~
Sarma - Kobasee - Cevapcici - Raznici
~Barbecued Lamb & Pig~
~Delicious Home-made Pastries~
Torte - Strudel - Rostule - Other
~Beverages~

Page: L6

~Live Serbian Music!~

~Dancing in the Evening!~

Mark Your Calendar Now!
Join Us and Bring Your Friends!

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Sundays at 9:00 am &10:30 am
www.mvpctoday.org - 925.376.4800

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Ln., Moraga, CA

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.
Child care is available all year.

1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way, Orinda (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F: 11 am- 5 pm

(across from the Orinda Theater)

www.christianscienceorinda.org

- ____________________________________________________|
Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda

Ly Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
925-254-3422  Childcare available for ages 5 and younger
Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette Cgiﬁ{lsl}rT
283-3722 . www.oslc.net CHRISTYNA
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE KOZEL
8:30 Classic worship service 7 bm Saturd
9:45 God's World Education Hour pm Sa ur2 ay
10:45 Contemporary Service October 23

TH= ORKINOAN

COMMUNITY CHURCH
10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

. £ Sundays at
Refuge ™  10.30 am

MM NATY
I T

A NEW, non-denominational Christian church
Veterans Memorial Building 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

www.refugecommunity.or
g 925-942-1000 ty g

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.
Serve others.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.
Programs for children & youth

49 Knox Drive | Lafayette | www.LOPC.org | 925-283-8722

If you would like your services listed, please email to
info@lamorindaweekly.com or call 925-377-0977.
A one inch listing will cost $20.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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The Lamorinda Arts Alliance is
pleased to invite you to our 15th
Annual Open Studios Tour on Oc-
tober 16 and 17. Meet the artists,
drop by their studios, learn what
motivates and inspires them to
create. During this free showcase
for the arts, you can visit over 30
artists in 15 venues who open
their homes and studios for this
exciting event. Venues on the
Open Studios Tour will be open
October 16 and 17 from 11am to
4pm. Maps are available at the
Moraga Art Gallery (570 Center
St., Moraga) or online at
www.laadart.org/openstudios.html.
A kick-off reception will be held
on Friday, October 15 from 6-
8pm at the Moraga Gallery.

The Hearst Art Gallery at Saint
Mary’s College presents Gifted
Hands: the Fine Art of Craft, fea-
turing 90 objects by 15 major con-
temporary Bay Area artists,
through Dec 12. On view are
both functional and decorative ob-
jects: furniture, wearable art, jew-
elry, pottery, quilts, turned
wooden bowls, and fabric and
metal sculpture. Gallery Hours:
Wednesdays to Sundays, 11 am -
4:30 pm. Suggested adult dona-
tion is $4; free for K-12th grade
students.
www.hearstartgallery.org.

The Lafayette Gallery's latest
show, '"Southwest Inspired"

Southwest Gourd
by JoAnn Lieberman

runs from October 12 through Oc-
tober 30. The public is invited to a
Southwest themed reception on
Friday, October 22 from 6:30-
8:30pm. Located at 50 Lafayette
Circle in downtown Lafayette.
Gallery artists show work in many
mediums including printmaking,
oil and acrylic paintings, mixed
media works, jewelry, wood, ce-
ramics, photography and pastel.
Hours are Tuesday to Saturday,
Ilam-5pm. Phone (925)284-
2788.

Moraga Art Gallery is present-
ing “Favorites," featuring local
artists showing watercolor, acrylic
and oil paintings, ceramics, pho-
tography, mixed media, jewelry
and glass designs. The show runs
through October 23 and features
the work of John Diestler and
fused glassworks by Nancy Slack.
The Moraga Art Gallery is located
at 570 Center St in the Rheem
Valley Shopping Center next to
CVS Drugs. Hours: Tuesday -
Sunday, 12-5pm. Phone: (925)
376-5407.

Oakland Museum of California
presents: Days of the Dead Com-
munity Celebration, a special
community celebration slated
with an opening ritual, music,
dance, food, entertainment,
gallery tours, and an arts and
crafts market Saturday, October
23, from noon-4pm at the Oak-
land Museum of California,1000
Oak Street, Oakland. Registration
$6-$12.

The exhibit “Fresh Paint”
brings two hundred new paint-
ings to the collection available at
Walnut Creek’s prestigious art
venue, Valley Art Gallery. This
semi-annual juried exhibition fea-
tures a huge variety of work from
over 100 Bay Area artists. “Fresh

7 925-377-0977

Paint” runs Tuesday, October 23,
through Saturday, from 1lam-
5pm at Valley Art Gallery, 1661
Botelho Drive, Walnut Creek.
(925) 935-4311. www.valleart-
gallery.org. Valley Art Gallery is a
volunteer run, non-profit organi-
zation that has represented emerg-
ing and established artists of the
Bay Area for over 60 years.

MUSIC

Big Band Ball Room Dance,
Friday, Oct 15, 7-10pm, Veter-
ans Memorial Building, 3780 Mt.
Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. Come
swing with your friends and
neighbors-or just listen! Free
dance lessons by Gail Enright at
7pm. Dance begins at 8pm. There
will be a no-host bar open
throughout the evening. Tickets
$10 per person available at the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce-call 284-7404 for reserva-
tions.

Under the direction of David
Morales, the 100-voice Cantare
Chorale begins its 24th season
with I GOT RHYTHM, a concert
for the entire family featuring
Broadway tunes, Gershwin fa-
vorites, spirituals, and Irving
Berlin’s Give Me Your Tired and
God Bless America. An aprés-
concert ice cream social will cap
off the season opening event. Sun-
day, October 17th, 4:30pm at
Lafayette-Orinda  Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette, 94549 Tickets: $10
youth, $25 general, $50 per fam-
ily. (510) 836-0789. For more info
and tickets: www.cantarecon-
Vivo.org.

San Francisco Chamber Or-
chestra presents: SFCO's Very
First Concerts: Meet the Orches-
tra, October 24, 11-11:20am,
11:40am-12pm, &  12:20-
12:40pmat the Crowden School,
1475 Rose St, Berkeley. These de-
lightful 20-minute concerts for
ages 0-6 teach musical concepts,
offer hands-on activities, and en-
courage lots of movement and
dancing. Three performances, all
during Crowden's Community
Music Day. Free admission.

Concert Pianist Christyna
Kaczynski-Kozel presents a
recital at 7pm Saturday, October
23 at Our Savior's Lutheran
Church, 1035 Carol Lane in
Lafayette. A musician possessing
both technical power and passion-
ate expressivity, Ms. Kaczynski-
Kozel will perform works of
Scarlatti, Beethoven, Chopin and
Debussy. Free admission, freewill
offering. www.oslc.net.

Organ Recital, Sunday, October
17, at 3pm, Chapel, Saint Mary's
College of California, 1928 St.
Mary's Rd., Moraga. Legendary
organist Dr. Gerre Hancock, Pro-
fessor of Organ and Sacred Music
at The University of Texas at
Austin, will present a recital on
the college's unique instrument.
Admission is free. All are wel-
come. For more information:
Contact Brother Martin Yribarren
at (925) 631-4325.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre’s 2010-2011
Main Stage is currently present-
ing the exciting and frightening
Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, adapted
by Jeffrey Hatcher from the
Robert Lewis Stevenson novella.
This unusual adaptation brings all
of the tension and thrills of the
legendary story with a cast of only
six actors, each playing multiple
characters that create foggy Vic-
torian London in the heart of
Lafayette through Halloween. For
exact times, more information and
to buy tickets contact Town Hall
Theatre Box Office at (925) 283-
1557, or purchase online at
www. TownHallTheatre.com.

A Literary Conversation for
Dog Lovers: Thursday, October
28, 7:30pm at the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center. Bruce
Cameron, author of the current
NY Times bestseller, A Dog’s
Purpose, and Steve Winn, author
of Come Back, Como! will dis-
cuss their love of dogs, the art of
writing about them and the chal-
lenges of capturing their voices
(or barks). In recognition of the
fact that October is National
Adopt-a-Dog Month, the authors
will be accompanied by a couple
of therapy dogs from Tony La
Russa’s ARF.

A treasured establishment for
over 40 years, Glorietta Elemen-
tary school's annual Funfest is a
wonderful carnival with all the
charms of a traditional Fall Festi-
val. There are games for all ages,
prizes, pumpkins, great music,
and a raffle with a Grand Prize
iPad! Located at 15 Martha Rd
Orinda, October 23, 10am-3pm.

Haunted House, Friday, Oct. 22
and Sunday, Oct 24 at the
Lafayette Community Center, 500
Saint Mary’s Road, Lafayette.
“Not too Scary” from 5-7pm and
“Very Scary” 7:30-9:30pm (8+).
Ages 7 & under: $3; ages 8 &
over: $5. Sponsored by the
Lafayette Youth Commission.

Everyone is welcome to the 34th
Annual Halloween Carnival, Sun-
day, October 24 10am-2pm at
Campolindo High School, 300
Moraga Road. Halloween Carni-
val is a perfect event for children
ages 2 to 8. Participants will be
able to choose a pumpkin from
the pumpkin patch, enjoy carnival
games with prizes for all and a
festive art center with hands on
crafts. Pizza, snacks and refresh-
ments will be sold at the Leaky
Caldron Cafe. Admission is $5
per child, plus a small charge for
game tickets and food. All chil-
dren are encouraged to come in
costume.

Witches & Goblins. Trick or
Treat at Rheem Center on Friday,
October 29, 3- 5pm. Costumed
children must be accompanied by
an adult. Enjoy free trick or treat
bags and Halloween goodies
while supplies last. Located at the
corner of Rheem Blvd and Mor-
aga Road in Moraga.

Sleepy Hollow Halloween Fall
Carnival, Saturday, October 30th,

10am-3pm, 20 Washington Lane,
Orinda. Featuring a Magical Harry
Potter Haunted House; a wild and
wacky cakewalk; giant slide and
jumper, a petting zoo with minia-
ture horses, ducks, geese, pigs,
sheep; a rock wall & obstacle
course, delicious food from Top
Dog, Jamba Juice & Wood Fired
Pizza, and homemade treats.

Lafayette's first Outdoor Movie
Event will screen Pixar’s Mon-
ster’s, Inc. on Saturday, October
30 at 7pm at the Lafayette Plaza
(corner of Mount Diablo Blvd.
and Moraga Road). The movie is
free of charge. All are welcome to
attend! Residents are encouraged
to pack a picnic, grab a blanket or
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two, invite the family and friends,
and come enjoy this family-
friendly movie, as a great way to
celebrate Halloween Eve. Pop-
corn and hot chocolate will be
available. Come in costume! Raf-
fle tickets will be available for
purchase with prizes awarded that
evening. Please note that the
screening will be cancelled in the
event of rain.

Musuem of Children's Art Hal-
loween crafts:

Saturday, October 23: Jack-O’-
lantern Carving and Decorating,
1-4pm, $8 per child

Turn your plump pumpkin into a
magical lantern or fanciful Hal-
loween decoration using paints,
spoons, and simple carving
knives. Bring your own hefty
squash or try one of our samplers.
Saturday, October 30: Create a
Costume, 1-4pm, $8 per child
The Museum of Children's Art,
MOCHA, 538 9th Street, Oak-
land, (510) 465-8770.
www.mocha.org

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Students and their families are
invited to Orinda Academy’s
Open House on Saturday, October
30 from 1-4pm. Visitors will have
the opportunity to meet faculty,
staff and students, as well as learn
about the school’s extracurricular
offerings including arts, sports,
travel and technology. Orinda
Academy is located at 19 Al-
tarinda Road in Orinda, Califor-
nia. For more information, call
Orinda Academy at (925) 254-
7553, or visit www.orindaacad-
emy.org.

The Special Parents for Special
Kids Lafayette (SPSK) October
meeting will be held at the
Lafayette Library on October 14
at 7pm in the Homework Room.
We will have Dana Sassone, Di-
rector of Student Services for the
Lafayette School District as our
guest. SPSK Parent and SEED
Foundation Head, Nancy Wallace
Ishii, will also be speaking about
SEED (Special Education and En-
richment Development) to give an
update on the past, present and fu-
ture SEED funded programs.
SPSK is a group of parents of
children with special needs or
learning differences who reside in
the Lafayette school district and
came together to form a support,
education and advocacy group.
For more information about
SPSK and to rsvp to this event,
please visit our website at
www.spsklaf.org.

Saint Mary’s college presents a
super chemistry magic show,
presented by Marvin Lang and
Don Showalte, professors at the
University of Wisconsin at
Stevens Point. It will be held in
the Soda Center at Saint Mary's
on Monday October 18, at 7pm.
Drs. Lang and Showalter have re-
ceived world wide acclaim for
their programs and ingenuity as
chemical educators. Limited seat-
ing but these chemistry professors
are famous for this show.

The co-ed crew of the S.S.S.
(Sea Scout Ship) Sea Witch in-
vites teens 13-18 to join them for
Safety At Sea Training by the
Coast Guard on Saturday Oct.
23rd on Yerba Buena Island. No
experience required! Training will
include hands on use of emer-
gency equipment like fire extin-
guishers, flares, life rafts, fire
hoses, and ocean survival in
gumby suits. Cruise over from
Martinez on the ship Friday Oct.
22 or drive over for the day. Sea
Scout ships & crews from all over
the Bay Area will be participating.
Advanced registration required.
For more info. contact Communi-
cations Officer Rolf Lindenhayn
at 917-0573 lindenhayn@sbc-
global.net and www.seascout.org.

Events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
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Serbian Food Festival, Satur-
day, October 23, 12-10pm. Fea-
turing authentic Serbian cuisine
and pastries, live Serbian music
and dancing. Holy Trinity Cul-
tural Center, 1700 School
Street, Moraga. (925) 376-
5982.

Las Trampas, Inc. is a non-
profit organization serving
adults with developmental dis-
abilities in the East Bay. We are
having our 1st annual "Walk n'
Roll" on Saturday October 23
from 8:30am-12noon. This
family friendly event is a Imile
or 5K walk/roll or run on the
beautiful  Lafayette-Moraga
Trail. Fee is $25 per person and
includes: t-shirt, gift, refresh-
ment and live entertainment.
Register at www.active.com.
For more information visit our
website at www.lastrampas.org.

Join Lafayette Historical So-
ciety on Tues, Oct. 26 for a spe-
cial guided tour of the Suisun
museum, and for a ride on an
interurban car, over five miles
of restored Sacramento North-
ern Railway tracks. Bring lunch
to enjoy in the museum’s picnic
area. Meet at 9:45am in front of
Whole Foods store to catch the
bus, which departs at 10 a.m.
and will return around 3pm.
$25 for members, $35 for non-
members. Please send check
made out to: LHS, P.O. Box
133, Lafayette, CA 94549. For
more information, call (925)
283-1848.

The Lafayette Reservoir Run
will take place on Sunday, Oc-
tober 31. This race is a “family
affair,” involving kids, parents,
grandparents, and hundreds of
serious runners from through-
out the Bay Area. 2200-2500
participants compete in a 10k,
Sk or 2 mile race through the
heart of the downtown, around
the reservoir and back. Sprint-
ers, walkers, the “stroller
brigade” and many of
Lafayette’s top four legged res-
idents share the streets on that
festive Sunday morning. For
more info or to register: Phone:
(925)  284-7404,  Email:
info@lafayettechamber.org,
Website:
www.lafayettechamber.org.

Do you like working with peo-
ple? Are you good with num-
bers? Contra Costa County
AARP Tax-Aide is looking for
volunteers to become members
of a team providing free tax
preparation for individuals of
all ages. Volunteers are trained
by Tax-Aide and become IRS
Certified tax counselors. Other
volunteer positions are avail-
able. If interested, call LaVerne
Gordon, District Coordinator, at
(925)405-5135 for information
and to apply. Orientation is in
November 2010 and classes for
tax counselors start in January
2011.

Our Savior’s will host Lara
Mendel, Co-Founder of the
Mosaic Project, on Saturday,
October 30 at 7pm for a discus-
sion on cultural diversity in our
changing world where stereo-
types survive because we have
little or no exposure to those
different from ourselves. The
community is invited to come
to this free event. Wine and
tapas will be served before the
program. Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol
Lane, Lafayette. (925) 283-
3722.

The Lafayette Garden Club is
happy to announce that grant
applications are currently being
accepted for funds generated by
the 2010 Gardens for Gardeners
Tour. Proceeds from this
fundraiser have been designated
to benefit area schools and
Lafayette Seniors’ garden edu-
cation projects. Approximately
$8,000 will be available for dis-
tribution. The Lafayette Garden
Club is a non-profit, volunteer
organization which strives to
stimulate the knowledge and
love of gardening, to encourage
home and community beautifi-
cation, to improve the knowl-
edge of horticulture and to
encourage civic planting and
conservation programs. Grant
applications should be consis-
tent with the club’s objectives.
For more information or a grant
application please contact:
Janet Tittiger: (925) 284-2380
or janet.t@comcast.net.

Xenophon, the Therapeutic
Riding Center in Orinda, in-
vites you to a lovely event on
Saturday, October 23 at 4pm at
the Orinda Community Church
Fellowship Hall at 10 Irwin
Way in Orinda. Food, music,
and wine to benefit Xenophon.
For RSVP and more info check
the Xenophon website at
www.xenophontrc.org.

Lamorinda Adult Respite
Center (LARC) sponsors a
free Caregiver Support Group
the first and third Tuesdays of
each month. Facilitated by Dr.
Ruth, this group offers educa-
tion, guidance and hope for
those caring for loved ones who
suffer from memory loss disor-
ders. Lamorinda Adult Respite
Center, 433 Moraga Way,
Orinda, CA 94563. (925) 254-
3465. Everyone is welcome!

Lamorinda Adult Respite
Center (LARC) is sponsoring
a free Transfer Training: open
to all, Friday, November 5, 9-
11am, and Monday, November
8, 6-8pm. It's important to learn
how to safely transfer those per-
sons needing extra assistance
moving from sitting to standing,
standing to lying, moving into
and out of cars, and other trans-
fer challenges. 433 Moraga
Way, Orinda.

Empowerment of Women
Forum. When: Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19 Time: 5:30 -7pm. Where:
Lafayette Library & Learning

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Center Community Hall. This
forum is designed to appeal to a
variety of women. We will fea-
ture a panel of working women,
from both the profit and non-
profit sectors, who will share
their career stories with us. This
forum will offer something for
the current working woman as
well as the woman who is look-
ing to get back into the work-
force. Come and enjoy an
evening of shared experience.
Information: Barbara Gilmore,
925) 284-7404.
Barbara@lafayettechamber.org
Sponsored By: Mechanics
Bank, Lafayette Library and
Learning Center, Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

On Tuesday, Oct. 19th the
Lamorinda Branch of AAUW
will sponsor a meeting at the
Serbian Orthodox Church, 1700
School St., Moraga starting at
9:30am to inform ourselves and
the public on the issues raised
by the nine initiatives on the
ballot. Members and guests will
be randomly seated at round ta-
bles, each of which is provided
with materials from the League
of Women Voters and other
non-partisan sources concern-
ing a single ballot measure. At
the end of the discussions each
table will report its observations
and viewpoints to the entire
group. General materials on all
of the ballot measures will also
be available. This meeting is
free and open to the public.

OPPORTUNITIES

The American Cancer Society
is looking for committee volun-
teers to help bring Relay For
Life to the city of Lafayette for
the first time. Relay For Life is
a fun-filled, overnight event
that mobilizes communities
throughout the country to cele-
brate survivors (anyone who
has ever been diagnosed with
cancer), remember loved ones
and raise money for the fight
against cancer. Committee vol-
unteers are needed to help or-
ganize and recruit teams, seek
community support, coordinate
logistics, find refreshments,
plan entertainment, and lend
their support in a number of
ways. If you’re interested in
volunteering or learning more
about Relay For Life, please
contact Karen Faber at
Lafayette.Relayforlife@gmail.c
om, or call (925) 232-1101.

Campolindo Orchestra's
Rent-A-Student program has
been launched in Lamorinda.
Students will be doing odd jobs,
like Babysitting, Petsitting,
Home Repairs, Painting, Clean-
ing, Gardening, Tutoring, etc..
Funds earned will be used to
help send Campo's String Or-
chestra to China, having been
invited by the Chinese Ministry
of Culture and the International
Arts Institute to perform in Bei-
jing in the spring. Call 925-360-
9635 and they will send a

” 925-377-0977

Not to be missed @

student with the skills you need
at the time requested. For more
info, visit website www.campo-
music.

CLUBS

The Moraga Garden Club
meets at 9:30 a.m. on the third
Thursdays monthly through
May. On October 21, join us for
a program on how to combine
edible plants, ornamental
plants, native plants, sustain-
able practices and your favorite
“art style” in your personal gar-
den by Shelley Somersett, a
member of the Association of
Professional Landscape De-
signers. Location: Holy Trinity
Cultural Center, 1700 School
St., Moraga. Membership:
Linda (925) 376-2809.

Montelindos Garden Club
meetings and speakers are
every third Friday of the month,
September through May. Lo-
cated at the Orinda Community
Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda.
Refreshments and plant sale
will be at 9am, and meetings at
9:30.

The meeting is free and wel-
comes guests and new mem-
bers. Friday, October 15, Julia
Lojo, owner of Bloomies, an
Oakland/Rockridge florist
shop, will speak about "Deco-
rating from your Garden."

The Moraga Women's Society
will meet on Monday, October
18th at 9:30am at the Holy Trin-
ity Cultural Center, 1700
School Street, Moraga. The
speaker will be Dale Walwark,
aresident of Moraga and mem-
ber of the Kiwanis Club. His
presentation will be of his trip
to Turkey. Visitors are wel-
come. Contact Judy Butler,
President, (925) 372-7760.

The Suburban Woman's Club
of Lafayette is holding their
next meeting on Oct 21 at the
Lafayette Community Center in
the Elderberry Room at
11:30am. Lunch is provided by
the members and we invite all
women over the age of 55 to
join us.

The speaker this month will be
someone from PG&E who
should give us some interesting
information about the company
in light of recent events. The
Club meets on the 3rd Thursday
of the month. For further infor-
mation on the club and our ac-
tivities contact Jean Cappa at
Jeanc43821@aol.com or please
join us at the next meeting.
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Humel‘nﬂuglas Hunter Douglas lets you control light. Beautifully.

Save $100 off your next Hunter Douglas purchase
of $1000 or more!

Hunter Douglas window fashions offer a variety of choices in privacy and light control,
along with endless decorating possibilities in fabric, texture, color, style and specialty
hardware systems. We pride ourselves on the exceptional quality of our window fashions
as well as their durability, incredibly easy maintenance and superior energy efficiency.

We also offer:

Custom Draperies

BLINDMOBILE

A Plum Designs Company, Walnut Creek

CALL US TODAY!

Free Home Consultations

Re-Upholstery
Bedding Sets
Wallpaper

Window Film 925-935-2161 | plumdesigns.hdspd.com
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HunterDouglas

©2008 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and TM are trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc.
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McDonnell m@ Nursery

family owned since 1933

.
October Sale! 25% off select sizes of

Perennials, Trees and Shrubs

Trees « Shrubs « Vines « Annuals « Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants « Decorative ltems

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 +» Open Daily
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e Remodels

e Additions

e Custom Homes
¢ Kitchens

e Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value
engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

Call 925-323-6582
email: nlgionet@lga-db.com www.lga-db.com

Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

FINEBEDDING&GIFTS
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Japanese stg]e & comfort

thts, Hand~CraFtccl Futons
Solid [Hardwood [Frames
T atami Flat\corms & Mats
Custom Comfzorter Covers
Shoy Screen & | aterns

961-A MORAGA RD. LAFAYETTE * 925-299-0882 * sugi-store.com

Social Media for Small Businesses
By Sophie Braccini

Robin S. Fox presenting at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center Photo Sophie Braccini

ast month the Lafayette and ~ Fox. Some local success storiesare  increase your presence in people’s

use Twits to send ‘specials’ to kids
in the area and attract them to the
restaurant.

But Twitter is not every-
body’s tool of choice. “I am not
very active on Twitter, it is very mo-
mentary news,” says Dave Simp-
son, owner of the Lafayette
Bookmobile, “Facebook is good to
indicate what we will be doing the
next week.” Simpson says that he
has about 400 “fans’ of his business
on Facebook, which he uses to in-
form people of where the bookmo-
bile will next be located.

For these business owners,
becoming good at using this media

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended to inform the
community about local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

had a learning curve. “Like any-
thing else there are trials and tribu-
lations at the beginning,” says
Behan, “it’s just a matter of finding
out how to entice your customers;
you have to have the pulse of your
market.”

“I did not get Facebook mar-
keting at first,” adds Simpson, “the
power of Facebook is when people
interact with it, so your postings
have to ask a question or be
provocative or fun, and then people
will comment.”

For Behan, Facebook is a
tool to reach the younger market
segment that does not read newspa-

pers or newsletters, “it’s allowed us
to cover all our bases,” he con-
cluded.

The Orinda Chamber of
Commerce says it may repeat the
‘Blogging for Business’ presenta-
tion because of its very informa-
tional content. Fox will offer a
class, called Facebook for Business
101, during two Wednesday ses-
sions on October 20 and 27 from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Lafayette
Community Center, 500 Saint
Mary's Road. The cost is $42 for
both days. Sign-up are through the
Lafayette Parks and Recreation De-
partment, www.lafayetterec.org.

I Tousiness briefs |

Orinda Chambers of Com-
merce sponsored lectures on new
electronic ways for small busi-
nesses to reach their customers.
Orinda offered a “brown bag lunch’
presentation on blogging with
Marissa Berger, and Lafayette in-
vited the community to a morning
presentation on Facebook, Twitter,
and LinkedIn given by Robin S.

EXPERT PICTURE FiLE|NG

w@\ WE'VE
Y MOVED!

After 19 years in downtown
i.lrlﬁl'lm. Wl e moved
less than a mile away
Vikit our convenisnt
i loeateon on
BROWHN AVENLE
with gmple free parking|

925-283-7620

FASTFRAME OF LAFAYETTE

1039 BROWN AVENUE
{Hexl to Ronie’s Cosrignments)

OPEN MON-SAT 10-6
FEEEbJrfnﬂk
www. fastirame.com

indicative of a trend that is likely to
SIOW.

According to Marissa Berger,
a consultant with MB/I, blogs for
businesses can have different spins.
It can be a product blog; “That type
has soft sale spin, answering ques-
tions about the product,” said
Berger. Other types of blogs can
get visibility for the brand. “Mi-
crosoft, on the community part of
their web site, has hundreds of
blogs,” she said, “It helps to interact
with the market, raises the aware-
ness in the community.” Blogs can
also serve as an after-sale tool or
knowledge base. Berger believes
that a blog can be a real plus in term
of credibility. “If a company has a
blog with a lot of interaction and in-
teresting information, it gives it an
edge,” she said.

Berger demonstrated that
blogs appear at the top of the list in
a Google search. “Google loves
blogs,” she said, “it’s content that’s
fresh, updated frequently and rele-
vant.” For example, she searched
for the terms, “what is ‘flash’ used
for,” and her company’s blog
showed up in fourth position in the
Google listing, way before some
much larger companies. “We use
our blog to constantly offer tips to
the public,” she says, “a blog is not
a tool to sell things, it’s a place to

minds.”

Robin S. Fox, the Social
Media Coach invited by the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
to talk about Facebook, Twitter and
LinkedIn, sought to demystify the
electronic tools for the audience.

Fox, an entertaining speaker,
offered a snappy and fun presenta-
tion. During the short hour she de-
livered three messages: Social
media is an opportunity with a low
cost factor; you can do this; and
small steps are okay. Fox explained
that social media is all about com-
municating your story, creating
your social network, and building
awareness.

Several Lamorinda busi-
nesses have been using social
media tools very successfully. “We
definitely use Facebook for adver-
tising our events,” says New
Rheem Theatre manager Beau
Behan, “we have a following of
fans on our Facebook page, where
we post updates about tickets and
events.”

Teenagers are certainly big
Facebook users but they are not the
only ones. New restaurant Table
24, in Orinda, had over 200 fans be-
fore it even opened — and not all of
them were Miramonte students.
According to restaurant co-founder
Michael Karp, the restaurant will

Fall 2010
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Winery Receives Sustainability Award
Captain Vineyards of Moraga has received a
Sustainability Award from the non-profit Sus-
tainable Contra Costa; the award “honor][s]
businesses, government programs, community
groups, non-profits, and individuals who have
demonstrated an outstanding commitment to
sustainable practices,” according to the organi-
zation’s website. Captain Vineyards was se-
lected from a group of ten business nominees,
and received formal recognition from the Cal-
ifornia Senate and Assembly for its efforts in
utilizing green and sustainable practices in its
operation. “We feel a responsibility to produce
the highest quality wines, and respect our
neighbors and environment,” says co-owner Susan Captain, whose business also recently became the first and only
certified green winery in Contra Costa County and received the Water Smart Business award given by EBMUD
(recognizing the vineyard’s dry-farming efforts.) “We are doing what we believe in, namely conserving our pre-
cious resources, and we’re fortunate enough to be recognized for those efforts,” says co-owner Sal Captain. For
more information go to www.captainvineyards.com.

(From left): Susan Captain, Sal Captain and Matt LeBel receive
Contra Costa Sustainability Award ~ Photo Gustavo Ferndndez

Local Businesswoman Wins Award 3451 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette - 962-9177 - www.vivaelespanol.org
Margaret Grover-Roos, founder and director of the local non-profit organization j Viva el Espafiol!, has been named
2010 Entrepreneur of the Year for Lafayette/Orinda by bay area non-profit Women'’s Initiative for Self-Employ-
ment. The organization recognizes female business owners who have been successful despite the barriers that
exist for women, exemplify how business ownership and leadership is beneficial for women, have a positive im-
pact on the local community, and advance their business through innovation. A total of 587 women were nominated
throughout the Bay Area and nearly 50 women were honored with the award. The Lafayette school offers classes
in Spanish language and culture for ages 1-adult.

Fastframe Relocates 1020 Brown Avenue, Lafayette 283-7620, email fastframe229@astound.net

Fastframe of Lafayette, a mainstay in downtown Lafayette for 19 years, recently joined the many small businesses
who call Brown Avenue home. Fastframe opened in 1991 on Moraga Road, moved to the Clocktower Building
in 1997, and was purchased in 1999 by original employee Anthony Ruiz. “Management of the Clocktower opted
not to renew our lease, which turned out to be a blessing in disguise,” says Ruiz, “We found a wonderful new lo-
cation on Brown Avenue, across the street from The Forge Building and Artisan Bistro. We have our own park-
ing lot and are easily accessible from Mt. Diablo Blvd. and Deer Hill Road.” Ruiz, an art lover, hopes to plan
exhibitions with local artists in his new location.

Hudson & Axelrode Orthodontics
recently held their annual client event faire
in their parking lot at 1016 Country Club
Drive. The event was a huge success, at-
tracting elementary school children as well
as teenagers. The partners offered fun ac-
tivities for all of their young clients, with
jumpies of all shapes for the youngest ones,
a climbing wall and huge elasto-trampo-
lines for the older ones. The annual event is
a way for Drs. Doug J. Hudson, Mark G.
Axelrode and Eric L. Axelrode to thank the
community for their continuing support.
More information at www.hudsonandaxel-
rodeortho.com.

L F il -
Hudson & Axelrode Orthodontics hold their annual client

event fair in Moraga Photo Sophie Braccini

News from the three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette

* October 15, Big Band Dance at the Veterans Memorial Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo from 7:30 to10:00 p.m. Tick-
ets are available at Lafayette Chamber Office, cost is $10.00. For more information call 284-7404.

* October 16, ribbon cutting at the re-grand opening and customer appreciation day at the Wells Fargo branch at
3525 Mt. Diablo Blvd from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

¢ October 20, Optimizing LinkedIn for Local Business Networking Workshop from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. at the
Lafayette Library & Learning Center. Presented by Robin Fox, Social Media & Inbound Marketing Coach. Reser-
vations recommended by email at workshops@lafayettechamber.org or call 284-7404.

* October 20, open Green Committee Meeting at noon in the Chamber Conference Room.

¢ October 21, Entrepreneur's Club at 8:30am in the Chamber Conference Room.

¢ October 21, ribbon cutting ceremony for Fastframe of Lafayette’s new location,1020 Brown Avenue, starting at
5:00pm.

¢ October 22, Business Issues-Governmental Affairs Meeting at 8:00 a.m. in the Chamber Conference Room.

¢ October 31, 18th Annual Lafayette Reservoir Run. Registration online available on the Chamber web site at
lafayettechamber.org/events/reservoir-run/.

Moraga

October 19, evening program, "The Pulse of the Moraga Business Climate" from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Soda
Center, Saint Mary's College. Abundant appetizers and wine included. No charge to participants. Sponsored by
Mechanics Bank. (See article page A )

Orinda

October 21, City Time Capsule Ceremony & Community/Council Reception at City Hall, from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
This community event is part commemoration of the City of Orinda 25th Anniversary.

| If you have a business brief to share, please contact Sophie Braccini
. atsophie@lamorindaweekly.com or call the office 925-377-0977
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Acalanes High School ¢ Bentley School ¢ Burton Valley « Camino
Pablo Campolindo ¢ Contra Costa Jewish Day School ¢ Del Rey
Donald L. Rheem * Glorietta + Happy Valley ¢ Joaquin Moraga
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Lafayette Elementary * Los Perales ¢ Miramonte ¢ Orinda Academy
Orinda Intermediate ¢ Saklan Valley School ¢ Sleepy Hollow
Springhill « Stanley Middle ¢ St. Perpetua School « Wagner Ranch

Lafayette School Board Candidates

Share Thoughts on Finances and Transfer Students

By Jean Follmer

We recently asked the
candidates for the
Lafayette School District Gov-
erning Board to answer the fol-
lowing questions on issues
facing the district:
1. What financial vehicles do
you feel could be most effec-
tive in dealing with the finan-
cial challenges in the district
and why?
2. What are your thoughts
concerning the acceptance of
students from outside the dis-
trict? Are you for or against
and why?
Here are their answers, in
their own words:

Teresa Gerringer (Incumbent)
—

Finance

As you know, the financial
problems of the District are re-
ally due to the inability of the
State to solve its budget prob-
lems and fulfill its responsibil-
ity to adequately and
consistently fund public educa-
tion. Our choices of specific fi-
nancial vehicles are shrinking,
but I believe we have a number
of avenues to explore:

The District should con-
tinue to efficiently manage its
existing resources. We have al-
ready trimmed a lean District
office, grounds and mainte-
nance and we’ll continue to
look for other cost saving op-
portunities. I look forward to
hearing the findings of our
“green” energy audit due to our
solar installations. We need to
work with teachers and other
staff to identify ways to keep
cuts away from the classrooms
and continue to support the in-
novative work that is taking
place in the District and maxi-
mize our students’ outcomes
using established partnerships.

The District should iden-
tify additional revenue sources
through grants and by sharing
resources with other entities:
AUHSD, surrounding districts,
the City of Lafayette and the
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center. We need to fully de-
velop our relationships with
LASF, the Parent Organiza-
tions, local businesses and the
community at large to support
District programs and programs
at the individual school sites.
Although continued support of
our schools through parcel
taxes and bonds is critical,
everyone needs to advocate at
the State and Federal level to
make funding our public
schools a priority.

Transfer Students

Our first responsibility is
to the students who are resi-
dents of Lafayette. Many of us
moved to Lafayette because of
the schools and we support our
schools in many ways — includ-
ing financially. Even with de-
clining State revenue, I believe
that we need to be very thought-
ful about opening our doors to
inter-districts transfers, includ-
ing Allen Bills, as a revenue
source. It might seem like an
easy revenue source, but we
should balance that with the re-
lated costs, and the value
Lafayette places on smaller
class sizes. I am in favor of
considering employment-re-
lated transfers if we have class-
room capacity, but not of
loosening our policy on inter-
district transfers.

David Gerson

Finance

Traditionally the term "pub-
lic school" meant a school that
was wholly financed by public
revenues. Today, school financ-
ing is accomplished through a
public-private partnership that is
now critical to maintaining the
quality of Lafayette schools. I be-
lieve the State will continue to fail
in its obligation to provide ade-
quate funding, so it is in the self-
interest of every parent, property
owner, and business to financially
support our schools. I believe the
health of our community is di-
rectly tied to the health of our
school system. The first step is to
increases funding from the par-
ents of the children the schools
educate. My goal is to increase di-
rect parent participation to over
90% at every school in the district.
The second step is to support
LASF and other education foun-
dations that support the district's
mission. And the last step is to fi-
nance the remaining shortfall
through parcel taxes and general
obligation bonds to maintain the
quality and direction of our
schools. On the expenditure side
of the equation, the district must
continue to tighten its belt and be
good stewards of every dollar it
receives.

Transfer Students

The first responsibility of
the district is to maintain the qual-
ity of education for the students
that live in the district. Although I
support Allen Bill and inter-dis-
trict transfers in concept - because
they increase the amount of
money the District receives from
the State and, in many cases, pro-
vide a well-deserved benefit to
many of our public and business
employees who do not reside in
the district - transfers must be
considered primarily based upon
the impact on the quality of the
educational experience our chil-
dren receive. This is a difficult
process but it is incumbent upon
our elected officials to do the
analysis and make the tough
choices. Part of this process
should also include better en-
forcement of the residency rules
so that all nonresidents use the
same process to apply for admis-
sion to our schools.

Art Kapoor (Incumbent)

Finance

The district faces an ongo-
ing financial challenge brought on
by a lack of appropriate and sta-
ble funding from the State. We
are already over a month into the
school year and we really have no
idea much funding the State will
provide for this year since the
State has yet to pass a budget.

The most effective financial
vehicle in dealing with the Dis-
trict's financial challenges would
be for the citizens of California to
demand that the State and Legis-
lature meet its primary obligation
under the State Constitution — to
adequately and appropriately fund
California's public schools. But,
we can’t wait for the State to get
its act together because we have
kids in school today and they need
and deserve the best education we

can give them. Other than direct
funding from State and Federal
government, the main revenue
sources are local. This includes
the generosity of our parents and
community who contribute a sub-
stantial amount of money to the
District through LASF and Parent
Clubs. The other method is
through a local parcel tax that re-
quires a 2/3-majority vote.
(Lafayette currently has a parcel
tax of $332 per parcel). Without
the parcel tax funding and the par-
ent contributions, our district
would be in much worse condi-
tion. We need to continue to eval-
uate the District's expenses and
continue the excellent programs
in our District while looking to
additional revenue sources to ad-
dress the continual State budget
cuts.

Transfer Students

The number of Allen Bill
transfers is low - this year we ad-
mitted 33 students under the Allen
Bill and only 19 enrolled. Our
total enrollment is 3,173 students.
Since the parents of Allen Bill
transfers work a minimum of 35
hours per week within the District
boundaries, we see these parents
every day in Lafayette's offices,
stores and schools. They are part
of our community and often con-
tribute to our District through their
businesses and through LASF.
The Board has policies regarding
inter-district transfers and many
students are already in the District
but for some reason they have
moved out of Lafayette. In other
cases, a child is having difficulties
in their home district or a care-
giver may live within our bound-
aries. All inter-district transfers
are reviewed on a case-by-case
basis whereas Allen Bills are ac-
cepted on an “all or nothing”
basis. All of these decisions are
always considered in light of what
is best for our kids.

Berch Parker

Finance

Due to the large amount of
dollars the District depends on to
operate, our community needs to
spend a lot of energy passing both
parcel taxes and bond measures.
Because of the fiscal crisis at the
State level, both parcel taxes and
bond measures are critical to the
continued success of the District.
In addition, our community can’t
ignore the availability of grants
and the District needs to find ways
to incentivize our teachers and our
community members at large to
research and apply for these
grants themselves (in lieu of
spending additional money to hire
a grant writer). We need the com-
munity to continue to find new
ways to bring revenue to our Dis-
trict.

Transfer Students

We need to make sure our
classroom capacity is fully used.
I do support accepting transfer
students as a means of increased
revenue to our District. I think the
Allen Bill transfers are important
because those who work here in
Lafayette support our community
and their children deserve to be
here too.

All transfer students (in-
cluding Allen Bill transfers)
should be considered as a revenue
source and to fill vacant class-
room seats as long as the accept-
ance of those students does not
adversely impact the needs of our
students who are already here.

Saveth Soun

Finance

The parcel tax is one solu-
tion, but I don’t think we should
just focus on that. In addition to
the parcel tax, we should be pur-
suing a grant writer for the Dis-
trict. Even if the grant writer costs

$100,000, an effective grant
writer could bring in 20-30 times
that amount in revenue to the Dis-
trict. A good grant writer could
address all programs, including
Character Counts -and all strate-
gic priorities —.

We need to ensure sustain-
ability of our programs through
capacity building throughout our
schools. We must make sure there
is enough training throughout the
District and we need to fully uti-
lize the “Train the Trainer” model.
The trainer could be a principal or
a teacher who becomes the “go
to” person who trains the other
teachers and the parents (in their
area of expertise). This would re-
sult in a huge savings across the
District because hiring consultants
costs anything from $2,000 to
$10,000 per day.

I'm definitely not against
the parcel tax, but I'm wondering
if all people without children will
always want to pass the parcel tax.
I would like to let the voters know
that we have other innovative,
proactive and dedicated ap-
proaches to deal with our fiscal
challenges and preserve programs
for our students.

Transfer Students

My concern about accepting
transfers is they will impact our
small class sizes. I think we
should be as tough as possible on
the criteria for accepting a trans-
fer student. We need to let
Lafayette students thrive and the
decision (to admit transfer stu-
dents) shouldn’t be based on Av-
erage Daily Attendance dollars
from the State.

I’'m wondering if we
should admit Allen Bills and
want to explore admitting em-
ployment-related transfers as
inter-district transfers (on a case-
by-case basis). We should really
revamp and tighten our (transfer
student) admission requirements.
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End the Homework Battle!

Find academic success in a respectful, accepting,

and effective learning environment.
-Small, seminar-style classes (4-10 students per class)
-College, career and transition counseling
-Strength-based, personal growth curriculum

-Grades 9-12 : HDLDEN

Holden High School
10 Irwin Way, Orinda HIGH SCHOOL

(925) 254-0199 | www.holdenhigh.org

Thank-you for 25 years of clean.

Total Clean 376-1004

Foryour home.

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.- CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda
925.254.0824

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,
and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available.
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

innovative horsemanship classes & workshops
children & adults year-round
L]
small classes, individual attention, certified instructors
well-trained, well-cared-for horses

925.228.3766
convenient te Lamorinda

HONOR STUDENT.
ROCK STAR.

MUSIC SCHOOL - JAM CLUB - ROCK VENUE

MUSIC LIVES HERE® % %

WWW.REDHOUSELIVE.COM | 925.465.5175 | WALNUT CREEK
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Acalanes Union

High School District

Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Wednesday, October 20, at 7:30pm

Lafayette School District
LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette
Wednesday, October 13, at 7pm
Wednesday, November 17, at 7pm

Orinda Union School District
OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda
Monday, November 15, at 4pm

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Tuesday, November 9, at 7:30pm

D,

ORINDA ACADEMY

PARENTS, STUDENTS & TEACHERS WORKING TOGETHER

College Prep « Grades 7-12 « Small Classes

OPEN HOUSE

FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS AND STUDENTS
1-4 OCT.30 & DEC. 12

Limited Fall Openings

How to Survive Being the Parent of a College
Freshman: Two Simple Rules

Submitted by Janice Wood

(Janice Wood of Orinda read the
article entitled After the Dorm Drop,
submitted by Jamie Anderson, in
our September 15th issue and it
struck a chord with her —in this ar-
ticle, she continues the dialogue.)

o you’ve dropped your

brand new college fresh-
man off at her/his new school.
You might think that your job is
done. In truth, it’s just begun.
To help you make it through,
there are a few simple guide-
lines for your own responses to
your college freshman's prob-
lems.

They will have issues ad-
justing to academic rigor,
creepy roommates, and general
troubles while learning how to
live on their own for the first
time. Remember they are
young, strong, and smart or
they wouldn't be there. It's you
I'm concerned about, you and
those sleepless nights you will
spend worrying about your kid's
well being.

When my son and my
daughter (now in their 30s) first
went to college [ was so excited
for them. We bought really
cool, colorful sheets, pillows,
comforters, little refrigerators,
fans, extension cords, and nice
new clothes; everything they
needed to make them happy and
comfortable in their new envi-
ronment. The hardest thing for
me was to change the way I par-
ented. It took me a long time to
come to the conclusion that I
needed to figure out how I
could both help them and keep
my sanity.

I developed two rules.
One for them and one for me.
The first is for the student: "The
Call Back Rule." And for the
parent, "The Reassurance
Rule."

Don't be surprised when
your young adult calls you at
10:00 p.m., unloads all her wor-
ries (which may include finan-
cial aid, unreasonable

professors, dire predictions of
flunking out, roommates bring-
ing in boys, and illness). My
kids would talk, cry, or whine
for an hour or so.

I'd get to bed at 11:30
p-m., unable to let go and sleep.
Their troubles firmly clutched
to my heart, I would lie awake
for hours. But here's the kicker.
I'd call them three or four days
later to see how things were
going. The usual response was,
"Oh, I talked to the professor
two days ago (or the R.A., or
the counselor, etc.) and every-
thing is okay."

This is when you tell them
"The Call Back Rule." As soon
as the issue is resolved, they
must call to tell you. Otherwise,
you are dragging around your
kid's problems, when they
themselves  have already
stopped thinking about it. And
remember this: At 10:00 p.m.
when you are settling down for
the evening, college students

are just getting ready to go out
for the night.

The other rule, "Reassur-
ance," is what they need. No
matter the problem (except for
incarceration, pregnancy, or en-
tering rehab), the answer is "I
know you can do this," or
"What do you think you should
do?" Also in some extreme
cases, "I have some advice. Do
you want to hear it?" That cov-
ers most everything. What they
really need to hear is that you
know they can solve the prob-
lem. If it's extreme, most col-
leges have great counseling
departments that are virtually
free. Let them know you are
there, but encourage your stu-
dent to solve it himself.

My mother used to say,
"No one every listens to me.
I've got all this wisdom and no
one listens." 1 feel the same
way, but a parent’s job is to help
them get through it, not to fix it
for them. That's their job.

Can AUHSD Afford to Be a Leader in Green Technology?

By Diana Stephens

he Acalanes Unified High

School District’s Govern-
ing Board was informed of
changes that may impact its de-
cision to install solar panels at
Acalanes, Campolindo, and Mi-
ramonte high schools. Neal
Skiver, an energy and power fi-
nancial advisor for Bank of
America, reviewed the original
lease agreement option and ex-
plained that it was no longer
feasible due to market confu-
sion as tax benefits have proven

smaller than expected. He pro-
posed a second option using
Build America Bonds, which
allows tax-exempt entities to
save on borrowing costs. The
bottom line is an increased cost
of nearly $1 million to the
school district.

Option Two was presented
in general terms, but included
the benefit of the District own-
ing the equipment at the end of
the 16-year financing term.
When the conversation turned

Girl Scouts Climb 40 Flights of Stairs to
Fight Cystic Fibrosis

Submitted by Heidi Felt

Pictured with members of the Cal Rug

and Cecelia.

he Girl Scouts of
Lafayette Troop 32790 re-

by team are (from left): Olivia, Emilie, Katrina, Mad'eline, Asiana, Adriel,

cently participated in the Cystic
The

Fibrosis Climb for Life.

Photo Virginia Price

girl scouts organized their own
team and joined with over 100

other climbers, including the
Cal Rugby team, to climb up
the 40 floors of One Sansome
Street in downtown San Fran-
cisco. Funds raised by the
climb went to the Cystic Fibro-
sis Foundation to help find a
cure for the nation’s number
one life-threatening genetic dis-
ease. Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is an
inherited disease that affects the
lungs and digestive systems of
about 30,000 children and
young adults in the United
States. The girls selected this
particular charity because CF is
a disease that affects other
kids. Climbing the stairs was
hard work and put the girls out
of breath, but all agreed that it
gave them an appreciation for
what it must be like to have this
terrible disease. Although tired
after the climb, the girls felt
good about making a difference
in the lives of the kids who live
everyday with CF.

to manufacturer’s warranty pro-
tections, and the installation
contractor’s maintenance agree-
ments, the Board expressed its
discomfort with the changes
and lack of specific informa-
tion.

Underlying much of the
presentation was a sense of ur-
gency. Tax benefits are ex-
pected to change after the first
of the year, and it is anticipated
that they will be less beneficial.

Tom Mulvaney was the
first board member to express
his skepticism. While he voted
to move forward on the project
last spring, he said, “I feel un-
comfortable obligating the
community to 2026.” He asked
for a presentation that details
the bidding, financing, and pos-
sible construction changes.

Kathy Coppersmith was
relieved to hear fellow board
members state their concerns,
as she has been uncomfortable
with certain issues all along.
She pointed out that at Acalanes
High School, the solar panels
were to be installed on plat-
forms in the parking lots, which
she felt could impact the al-

ready overcrowded situation
and lead to more fender benders
as students negotiate around the
structures. The negative visual
impact and the community’s re-
action to the structures were ad-
ditional concerns.

In general, the Governing
Board was supportive of the
idea of renewable energy, pro-
tecting the District from rising
energy costs and the impact of
potential peak day pricing. The
consensus was, however, that
there was too much informa-
tion to process and more due
diligence is needed. Board
President Vanessa Crews asked
for the community to be given
an opportunity to give its feed-
back and an independent con-
sultant to provide additional
expertise.

The consultants asked for
and were granted another op-
portunity to present their plan.
Richard Whitmore concluded
the discussion by saying, “We
let time structure pressures in-
fluence us the first time, we
need more time for subcommit-
tees to study these issues thor-
oughly.”
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Troop 30378 Moraga Girl Scouts
Appreciate Nature

Submitted by Jenny Moreau

Troop 30378, (front row, left to right): Paige, Abby, Remi; (Back row, left to right): Lauren, Jacqueline, Fiona,

Amanda, Ally, Emma, Isabel, Carolyn, Sophie.

oraga Girl Scout Troop

30378, composed of 5th
graders from Camino Pablo Ele-
mentary School, explored a fab-
ulous East Bay Municipal Utility
District (EBMUD) trail. On
September 22, 2010, the girl
scouts met at nearby Rancho La-
guna Park to begin their hike on
EBMUD's Kings Canyon trail.
This is a wide, fairly flat trail--

easy for a first-time hiker. Along
the way, they saw and took pic-
tures of a flock of pelicans, a
lizard, a small snake, and flow-
ers. At the half way point, the
girls sat down to eat apples and
draw in observation journals.
Local trails enable scouts to con-
nect with nature, observe
wildlife, and learn about water-
shed and reservoirs. Family per-

Photo provided

mits are easy to obtain on
EBMUD's website:
http://www.ebmud.com/recre-
ation/trail-use-permit/east-bay-
trails. The hike offered
the opportunity for scouts
to practice Leave No Trace prin-
ciples and fulfill the Girl
Scout slogan, "do a good deed
daily," by picking up trash.
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Long-awaited Upgrades at Two District

High Schools

By Diana Stephens

he Acalanes Unified High

School District’s Govern-
ing Board approved construc-
tion projects at Campolindo and
Las Lomas high schools. Fi-
nanced through Measure E
funding, the projects will in-
clude upgrades in technology,
electrical systems, and energy
management.

Phase One of the con-
struction at Campolindo will in-
clude the conversion of three
classrooms, storage areas made
into office space, the modern-
ization of the Video Production

classroom, and the renovation
of a women’s restroom.

Las Lomas will have its
plumbing upgraded and add
two bathrooms, replace aging
canopies, repair siding and
some roofing, while also ex-
panding its 3D Art classroom,
as well as renovating the Culi-
nary Arts classroom and the
tennis courts.

According to  Dave
Humphrey, the Director of Fa-
cilities and Construction for the
District, these projects will be
completed during the summer

of 2011. In addition, the com-
munity can anticipate a new
roof to be installed at Cam-
polindo High School in the
summer of 2012, and the multi-
purpose room/cafeteria/ choral
area to be renovated in the sum-
mer of 2013.

The current improvements
to Campolindo High School are
anticipated to be in excess of
$3.5 million while the improve-
ments to Las Lomas High
School are expected to come in
just under $3 million. Let the
bidding begin.

OUSD Candidate Forum

By Andrea A. Firth

arah Butler, Tyson Krumholz,

Julie Rossiter, Chris Severson,
and Bekki Van Voorhis-Gilbert, the
five candidates for Orinda Union
School District’s Board of
Trustees, met before an audience
of about 70 residents, teachers, and
administrators last week to answer
questions posed in a forum spon-
sored by the League of Women
Voters of Diablo Valley. Three of
the five will replace departing
Board members Jack Bontemps,
Riki Sorenson, and Pam West.

The three female candidates
presented resumes replete with
volunteer experience in the class-
room and parent clubs; the men
had more limited on-site school in-
volvement. The candidates’ re-
sponses were consistent on some
issues including the support of
small class sizes, the need to im-
prove communication, and the
problem of bullying and the need
to address it.

The candidates did not, how-
ever, agree on everything.

In response to why they
want to serve on the Board: Butler
and Rossiter stressed their experi-
ence as legislative representatives
and their focus on the budget
process. Krumholz cited his pro-
fessional background as a civil en-
gineer and desire to encourage
participation and listen as he leads.
Severson, who was typically con-
cise in his answers, said he was in-
vested in the tradition of
excellence in the OUSD school
system, which he attended and will
educate his five children. Van
Voorhis-Gilbert identified herself

as a new voice, one that was ready
to infuse a little more debate. She
described the addition of three new
members as an opportunity to
change the complexion of a board
that has had a number of the same
trustees for a long time.

On curriculum decisions:
Van Voorhis-Gilbert was support-
ive of more teacher input and con-
trol in driving the curriculum,
noting that her impression has
been that the District administra-
tion has taken a top-down ap-
proach and provided limited ways
for teachers to provide feedback on
what is working in the classroom.
Krumholz felt teachers should be
using technology in a more inte-
grated way. Butler, Rossiter, and
Severson agreed that teachers are
a valuable resource to curriculum
enhancement and identified open
communication as the answer.

On budget cuts: Krumholz
and Van Voorhis-Gilbert both sup-
ported incremental reductions
across the budget versus the elim-
ination of entire programs. Van
Voorhis-Gilbert added that she
would support the elimination of
administrative bonuses over other
budget cuts. Rossiter stated the
current school board has done an
amazing job of handling the cuts
given the significant budget short-
falls, and she anticipated more dif-
ficult budget decisions in the
future. Butler concurred that fur-
ther budget reductions by the State
were likely and emphasized that
she has followed the budget issue
closely, adding that the decision
between incremental reductions

and eliminating a program can be
difficult and multi-factored. Sever-
son would look to first go leaner
with support staff and maintenance
and work to keep cuts away from
the classroom.

On changing the Board’s
meeting time: Van Voorhis-Gilbert
was outspoken, stating, “A 4:00
meeting is a staff meeting, not a
Board meeting. It’s inconvenient
to both working and stay-at-home
parents.” She advocated moving
the meeting to the evening. Butler,
Krumholz, and Severson were
amenable to a meeting time
change; Rossiter said she was not
sure that a later time would work
well for teachers and staff who live
outside of Orinda.

On a new parcel tax: Sever-
son stated that parent contributions
already cover 30% of the OUSD
budget, and he would not be in
favor of an additional parcel tax at
this time. Krumholz was not sure
residents would accept another
parcel tax and felt the District
needed to explore other options.
Rossiter noted that the community
is very generous to the schools and
a survey to gauge residents’ views
was needed. Butler felt that the po-
tential for budget reductions was
quite real but that consideration of
a new parcel tax required a thor-
ough review process. Through her
own informal survey, Van Voorhis-
Gilbert said she believed that resi-
dents would support a parcel tax if
they believed the District was
spending well, but that a new tax
should have a two to three-year
sunset.
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Family Focus

Date Rape

By Margie Ryerson, MFT

Date rape is a difficult, un-
comfortable topic for
many reasons. It involves a vio-
lent act, usually perpetrated on a
young person. The victim expe-
riences an enormous sense of be-
trayal and personal self-loathing
because she actually knows her
assaulter and usually feels re-
sponsible for getting herself into
a bad situation. Too often the vic-
tim does not report the rape to
anyone. She is fearful that she
will not be believed and is too
ashamed to acknowledge what
happened. Sadly, the victim
doesn’t obtain the compassion
and vindication she desperately
needs to deal with the rape and
to eventually have some closure.

Date rape is all too preva-
lent on college campuses. In one
study at Cornell University,
twenty percent of women
claimed they had sex forced on
them. According to another sur-
vey, four out of five college stu-
dents who were raped knew their
attackers. Usually drugs, alcohol,
or both are contributing factors.
Some experts estimate that only
about ten percent of all rapes are
reported to police. Fewer still
make it to court.

Unfortunately, most local
therapists see victims of date
rapes from our high schools. Fif-
teen years ago [ saw an 18-year
old girl who hadn’t told anyone
that she had been raped a year
earlier. When “Caroline” was a
high school junior, she was at a

party where everyone got drunk.
She went off into a bedroom
with a boy she knew casually,
just to “fool around.” However,
the boy forced himself on her de-
spite her loud protestations and
attempts to physically escape
from him.

After this incident, Caro-
line became depressed and bu-
limic. She didn’t realize all the
implications of the date rape
until a few years later when she
heard about the subject during
her college orientation. She
joined a rape support group on
campus and told her parents.
When she came to see me for
treatment Caroline was embar-
rassed, guilt-ridden, and de-
pressed. Caroline had thought
highly of the boy who raped her
because he was an athlete and
popular. She blamed herself as
much as him. But being drunk
and going into a bedroom with
someone did not at all excuse the
fact that she was raped, a crimi-
nal act. Ultimately, Caroline was
able to realize that the rape was
not at all her fault. As we worked
together, she was able to become
angry that someone violated her
in this way. Her depression lifted
as she stopped turning her anger
inward towards herself.

Another teenage girl I saw
several years ago, “Julia,” did re-
port her date rape to her parents
and the police. She stood up for
herself admirably. The problem
was that the perpetrator and his

family and friends tried to turn
the situation around to make
Julia into a liar and a trouble-
maker. The boy’s reputation and
future was on the line, and his
supporters closed ranks around
him. Most of Julia’s close friends
wouldn’t support her for fear of
reprisal. As Julia said, it felt like
an attack all over again since she
was so deeply hurt by so many in
her community. Her trust in peo-
ple was severely damaged. She
did get to see who her true
friends were, but it took Julia
many years to recover from this
trauma.

All too often friends fail to
rally behind victims of date rape.
These friends are often torn be-
tween loyalty to the victim and
concern about their social stand-
ing with their peers. They usually
experience guilt and anxiety if
they fail to support their friend in
her ordeal. To a much lesser de-
gree than the rape victim, of
course, her friends may also go
through a great deal of torment.

One particularly horrifying
situation was the case of a 29
year-old client whom I was see-
ing for depression. “Shelley” and
some female friends went to a
bar in San Francisco one evening
and met some cute guys there.
They talked and flirted and then
went to one of the guy’s apart-
ments to continue partying. Un-
beknownst to Shelley someone
drugged her by putting some-
thing into her wine. She didn’t

remember much after that. She
later thought that she must have
drunk too much and passed out.
Unfortunately her friends were
too inebriated to know what was
happening to her.

A month later Shelley dis-
covered that she had a case of
gonorrhea. Several weeks after
that, she found out that she was
pregnant. Naturally, she was hor-
rified. Shelley was Catholic and
the idea of an abortion went very
counter to her beliefs. She had no
idea who the man was who raped
her, and no one could remember
where the apartment was located.

Some people would judge
Shelley harshly for her actions —
drinking too much and then
going to a stranger’s apartment
with her girlfriends. But the fact
is that she was raped. She did not
consent to having sex, and didn’t
even know anything was hap-
pening to her at the time. Shelley
acted stupidly, but the person
who did this to her acted crimi-
nally.

Unlike Shelley, most vic-
tims of date rape know their at-
tacker and often have some kind
of relationship with him. They
can be friends, casually dating
each other, or romantically in-
volved. Women need to know
how to protect themselves from
the possibility of date rape. They
can avoid drinking too much and
make sure that they have one or
more designated friends who
will watch out for them. They

need to be sure to keep any alco-
holic beverages under their con-
trol. They need to give clear
signals to males at all times, and
establish their boundaries ahead
of time. They must avoid putting
themselves into compromising
situations where there is no es-
cape.

Males need to respond ap-
propriately when they hear the
word “no” from a date or a girl-
friend, even if they think they re-
ceived prior encouragement. Too
often in these situations, males
are inebriated and irrational.
They need to realize the critical
implications of their behavior.

It is important for rape vic-
tims to tell those close to them
and to seek help and support.
Our community has services
available through the Rape Cri-
sis Center in Concord, a 24-hour
rape crisis hotline, and the Con-
tra Costa County Crisis Center.
Supportive individual therapy is
also an essential part of the re-
covery process.

What can parents do to
help prevent their children from
experiencing this devastating sit-
uation? When your child reaches
puberty, it is time to discuss sex-
ual issues, including date rape.
You will need to explain things
on a level in accordance with
your child’s age and maturity.
Young girls need to be taught to
always say “NO” and “STOP”
loudly if they are uncomfortable
in any situation and to avoid let-

ting potential embarrassment in-
terfere. They can benefit from
self-defense classes in case they
need to use physical force to pro-
tect themselves.

Young boys need training
in responding to girls saying
“no” to them. Even if he receives
a mixed signal from a girl that
she may want him to, say, kiss
her, if she says “no” or “stop” in
the process, he needs to immedi-
ately respect her wishes.

Parents need to repeat these
messages periodically until they
are well-established guides for
behavior. It is never too early to
discuss the issues associated with
date rape, but unfortunately it
can sometimes be too late.

Margie Ryerson, MFT,

is a marriage and family thera-
pist in Orinda and Walnut Creek.
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com.

She is also available for parent-
ing consultation.
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By Susie Iventosch

Exciting news ...it’s Bunco
night! Distressing news ... it’s
your turn to host. Yikes!

The perpetual problem pos-
sesses your thoughts: What, oh
what to serve? It has to be delicious,
it should be attractive, and it’s best
if prepared ahead—with minimal
effort once the guests arrive. After
all, you want to play too!

A couple of weeks ago, I re-
ceived an email requesting some
main dish ideas for just such gath-
erings.

so she, too, may join in the fun!

“Everyone is  thinking
‘healthy’ and ‘low calorie’, yet still
tasty and attractive,” Clayburn
added. “It’s the age-old ‘what to
serve’ dilemma!”

Pouring over recipes, I came
up with all sorts of rich, calorie-
laden ideas, like lobster-Gruyere
macaroni and cheese (heavenly), or
homemade chicken pot pies, divine,
but tough to make low-cal. Then I
thought of a recipe a friend gave me
long ago, that combines orzo pasta

Baked Orzo-Ortega Chile Casserole

Makes one 9x13 casserole

My friend Shawn made this dish for us
before we ever had kids. Now, some
25 years later, it is still one of our fam-
ily’s favorite pasta dishes. My son used
to think this dish was the absolute
definition of the word “casserole.” It
wasn’t until he was in his teens that
he realized that “casserole” was a type
of dish, not orzo pasta with chilies

and cheese!

“Many Lamorinda ladies are ~ with Ortega chilies and cheese.
involved in Book, Bridge and  Everyone I've ever served it to has
Bunco groups,” wrote Constance  absolutely loved it. And, it can be
Clayburn of Moraga. “I would love ~ made in a low-cal version by using
to see some ‘main dish’ ideas and ~ non-fat sour cream and reduced
calorie cheese. Add a seasonal puffy. .
the Lamorinda Weekly, that are ~ touch by serving an arugula- Ingredients .
apropos to the season.” roasted pumpkin salad, garnished 1 VZ-CUPS orzo (rice-shaped pasta)

Clayburn said that these types ~ With pomegranate seeds, nuts and orrice
of groups normally meet on a  blue cheese. By adding roasted 1 %2 cups grated Monterey Jack
monthly basis, and the gatherings  turkey or chicken, this salad can be- cheese, or Pepper Jack (can use
are anywhere from eight to 12 peo- ~ come a healthy and festive main low-calorie version)
ple. The hostess generally prepares ~ course, too. 4 cup diced, mild Ortega chilies
the entire meal when it is her turn Then, there is always the 1 red bell pepper, diced
to host the event, but prefers dishes ~ amazing Chicken Marbella from 1 cup sour cream (can use non-fat or low-fat sour cream)

that can be prepared ahead of time, the Silver Pa'late f:ookbook. This 1, cup grated Parmesan cheese
dish, made with olives, prunes, ca- Directions

i’:ii;ﬁ;%‘:g:g%?ﬁ;?ﬁilf)lii Preheat oven to 400°. In a large pot of boiling water, cook orzo to al dente. Drain and place in a large bowl. Mix cooked
herbs and wine vinegar, is really ~ ©'Z0 with one 1 cup of the Jack cheese, red bell pepper, chilies and V2 cup of the sour cream. Stir well.

best served at room temperature, ~ oPread into greased 9x13 inch baking dish. (You can certainly do individual ramekins, if you prefer.) Spread remaining
anyway! sour cream in a thin, even layer on top and sprinkle with remaining Jack and Parmesan cheeses. Bake for approximately
20 minutes, or until slightly puffed and cheese is browned.

If there are any leftovers, which is unlikely, they make a terrific lunch to take to work or school, or it can be frozen for

another busy day.

It can be made with brown or
brown/wild rice, too, for those who
prefer grains to pasta, but it is just a
little more dense and slightly less

serving suggestions published in

Photo Susie Iventosch

Lamorinda

Pizza
Now Open

Under new ownership

Tues - Sun 4:30-9pm

For vegetarians, a stuffed
eggplant with a walnut-wheat-
germ-Parmesan crust is to die for—
_em—m———e -| and a meal in itself. And, and for

3 f f crisp fall evenings, pumpkin bisque

O served in individual hallowed out

| Any large or x-large pizza | pumpkins is an especially fun treat,
take out only too! You just need a short “time-

Yoz v:g:t ; t;.ste-ltT out” for. everyone to ladle their own
Freshest ingredients pumplin-ful.‘Actually, come to
Hand Rolled Dough think qf it, the arugula salad and
pumpkin soup would team up for a

O I'dGI' now delicious dinner pair, too.

925-376-4040 I’ll keep looking for more

. . |
382 Park St,, Moraga ideas, but here is a start! If anyone

Between Nations & Rheem Theater has a great recipe for the 3Bs they’d
*/coupon or mention this ad like to share, please email me and I

will try to publish it!

Xl h.l\ h.L[Sﬁl

Japanese Restaurant ™ g

Arugula salad with roasted pumpkin, toasted hazelnuts or pecans,
pomegranate seeds, bleu cheese and Blood Orange Vinaigrette

Salad Ingredients
4 cups rocket-leaf arugula
1/3 cup pomegranate seeds
Ya cup crumbled blue cheese
1 cup cubed, roasted pumpkin*
1/3 cup toasted hazelnuts or
pecan halves
Blood Orange Vinaigrette
1/3+ cup extra virgin olive
oil (add a little more or
less, depending upon
your tastes)
2 tablespoons Blood
Orange vinegar (Cuisine
Perel makes this)
2 tablespoons white wine
vinegar
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
4 teaspoon onion powder
4 teaspoon garlic powder
4 teaspoon white pepper
4 teaspoon sea salt
Directions
Place arugula, pumpkin, pomegranate seeds, blue cheese and pecans in a glass salad bowl. (This is a very pretty salad,
so a glass bowl makes a nice presentation.) Toss with vinaigrette and serve at once!
*To cook pumpkin, heat oven to 375° and spray roasting pan with cooking spray or brush with olive oil. Cut baking
pumpkin in half, scoop out seeds and drizzle inside of pumpkin halves with olive oil. Place, cut side down, in roasting
pan and bake for approximately 15-20 minutes, or until a knife will easily pierce through skin and meat. Remove from
oven. Cool and remove skin. Cut pumpkin into bite-sized pieces and toss with salt and pepper to season. Refrigerate
until ready to use.

One car '

Annivefscu’]’!

356 Park Street, Moraga

(next to Rheem Theatre)

376-2872 |

Tuesday-Sunday Lunch & Dinner
www.kirinsushi.us

Thank you for your support!

These recipes are available on our web site.

Go to: wWww.lamorindaweekly.com
Free piece of coffee ¢ ake Susie can be reached at suziven@gmail.com
W/, any breakfast or
lunch entrée. monThurs.

Seven Days a Week \,\'
1018 Oak Hill Road }
Lafayette
(510) 283-2397

* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch -

Many of our readers like Susie's recipes. Our website now features a link to our recipe page where
you can read, print or download all of the recipes we have published. If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call our office at 925-377-0977

Breakfast ¢ Lunch

*w/coupon, exp. 11-11-10

5) China Moon Restaurant, 380 Park St, Mor, 376-1828 Michael’s, 1375 Moraga Way, Mor, 376-4300 Lamorinda Pizza, 382 Park St, Mor, 376-4040
LAMOR] N DA 5 KCSta L rants The Great Wall Rest., 3500 Golden Gate Way, 284-3500 Pizza Antica, 3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-0500 Mountain Mike’s Pizza, 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-6363
e Up dated July 7,2070 o Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine, 1 Orinda Way # 1, Ori, 253-9852 Trattoria Lupetti, 65 Moraga Way, Ori 253-7662 Mountain Mike’s Pizza, 504 Center St, Mor, 377-6453
American Lily's House, 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf, 284-7569 Postino, 3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-8700 Pennini’s, 1375 Moraga Rd, Mor, 376-1515
Bistro, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-7108 Mandarin Flower, 581 Moraga Rd, Mor, 376-7839 Ristorante Amoroma, 360 Park St, Mor, 377-7662 Round Table Pizza , 361 Rheem Blvd, Mor, 376-141
Chow Restaurant, 53 Lafayette Cir, Laf, 962-2469 Panda Express, 3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 962-0288 Japanese Round Table Pizza , 3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-0404
Quiznos, 3651 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 962-0200 Szechwan Chinese Restaurant, 79 Orinda Way, Ori, 254-2020 Asia Palace Sushi Bar, 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor, 376-0809 Village Pizza, 19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori, 254-1200
Ranch House, 1012 School St, Mor, 376-5127 Uncle Yu's Szechuan, 999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf, 283-1688 Blue Ginko, 3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 962-9020 Zamboni’s Pizza, 1 Camino Sobrante #4, Ori, 254-2800
Terzetto Cuisine, 1419 Moraga Way, Mor, 376-3832 Yan's Restaurant, 3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-2228 Fuz, 3707 Mt. Diablo Bivd, Laf, 299-9930 Sandwiches/Deli
The Cheese Steak Shop, 3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-1234 Coffee Shop Kane Sushi, 3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-9709 Bianca's Deli, 1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor, 376-4400
BBQ Millie’s Kitchen, 1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf, 283-2397 Kirin Sushi, 356 Park Street, Mor 376-2872 Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub, 64 Moraga Way , Ori, 254-7202
Bo's Barbecue, 3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-7133 Squirrel’s Coffee Shop, 998 Moraga Rd, Laf, 284-7830 Niwa Restaurant, 1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori, 254-1606 Kasper's Hot Dogs, 103 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-0766
Burger Joint Village Inn Café, 204 Village Square, Ori, 254-6080 Serika Restaurant, 2 Theatre Sq # 118, Ori, 254-7088 Noah's Bagels, 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-0716
Flippers, 960 Moraga Rd, Laf, 284-1567 Continental Yu Sushi, 19 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-8399 Orinda Deli, 19 F Orinda Way, Ori, 254-1990
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers, 400 Park, Mor, 376-8888 Duck Club Restaurant, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-7108 Mediterranean Subway, 396 Park St., Mor, 376-2959
Nation’s Giant Hamburgers , 76 Moraga Way, Ori, 254-8888 Petar’s Restaurant, 32 Lafayette Ci, Laf, 284-7117 Petra Café, 2 Theatre Sq # 105, Ori, 254-5290 Subway, 3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf, 284-2627
(Café Roya's Garlic Garden, 3576 Mt Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-3007 Oasis Café, 3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-8822 Subway, Theatre Square, Ori, 258-0470
Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens, 23 Lafayette Cir, Laf, 299-8040 Vino Restaurant, 3531 Plaza Way, Laf, 284-1330 Turquoise Mediterranean Grill, 70 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-2004 Seafood
Geppetto’s caffe, 87 Orinda Way, Ori, 253-9894 French Mexican Yankee Pier, 3593 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-4100
La Boulange, 3597 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-1001 Chevalier Restaurant, 960 Moraga Road, Laf, 385-0793 360 Gourmet Burrito, 3655 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-1270 Steak
Mamounia Express Cafe, 3732 Mt. DiabloBlvd #179, Laf, 299-1372 Fuz, 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-9930 Casa Gourmet Burrito, 3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-4415 (asa Orinda, 20 Bryant Way, Ori, 254-2981
Rising Loafer, 3643 Mt. Diablo Blvd Ste B, Laf, 284-8816 Hawaiian Grill El Charro Mexican Dining, 3339 Mt. Diablo Bivd, Laf, 283-2345 Tea
Susan Foord Catering & Cafe, 965 Mt. View Dr., Laf, 299-2469 Lava Pit Hawaiian Grill, 2 Theatre Square, St. 142, Ori, 253-1338 El Jaro Mexican Cafe, 3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-6639 Patesserie Lafayette, 71 Lafayette Cir, Laf, 283-2226
California Cuisine Lava Pit Fire Grill, 3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 385-0658 La Cocina Mexicana, 23 Orinda Way, Ori, 258-9987 Tea Party by Appointment, 107 Orinda Way, Ori, 254-2206
Artisan Bistro, 1005 Brown St., Laf 962-0882 Indian Mucho wraps, 1375-B Moraga Way, Mor, 377-1203 Thai
Metro Lafayette, 3524 Mt.DiabloBlvd, Laf, 284-4422 Swad Indian Cuisine, 3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 962-9575 Baja Fresh Mexican Grill, 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf, 283-8740 Amarin Thai Cuisine, 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf, 283-8883
Shelby’s, 2 Theatre Sq, Ori, 254-9687 Italian Celia’s Restaurant, 3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-8288 Baan Thai, 99 Orinda Way, Ori, 253-0989
Table 24, Theatre Sq, Ori, 254-0124 Giardino, 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-3869 El Balazo, 3518D Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-8700 Royal Siam, 512 Center Street, Mor, 377-0420
Chinese La Finestra Ristorante, 100 Lafayette Cir, #101, Laf, 284-5282 Maya Mexican Grill, 74 Moraga Way, Ori, 258-9049 Siam Orchid, 23 Orinda Way #F, Ori, 253-1975
Asia Palace Restaurant, 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor, 376-0809 La Piazza, 15 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-9191 Numero Uno Taqueria, 3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-1333 Vietnamese
Chef Chao Restaurant, 343 Rheem Blvd, Mor, 376-1740 Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria, 975 Moraga Rd, Laf, 284-3081 Pizza Little Hearty Noodle, Pho & Pasta, 578 Center St., Mor, 376-7600
The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. We hope that we have included all Lamorinda restaurants on this page, except those that told us they did not wish to be listed. LW is not liable for errors or omissions. In the event that we have inadvertently
printed misinformation or excluded a restaurant please let us know (info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we may correct our list for the next issue. download our Restaurant Guide from our web site at  www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Young Team Comes Together in Win

By Abby Klinkenberg

L&

Seniors Natalie Chan (#4) and Gaby Gaubert (#7) watch teammate spike the ball.

he Acalanes girls’ varsity vol-

leyball team has extended
their interleague win streak to three
games in an impressive exhibit at
home over Dublin on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 5. After a bleak start to the
season, falling to both Miramonte
and Campolindo, the Lady Dons
now improve to 3-2 in DFAL play
and 4-6 overall.

Acalanes is a team budding
with young talent; of the fourteen
players, nine juniors dominate the
list in addition to three sophomores.
Senior co-captains, outside hitter
Natalie Chan and setter Gaby
Gaubert, along with senior Jessica
Henry, provide leadership and ex-
perience for the team.

The first set against Dublin
was tightly contested, as Acalanes

just scraped by to win the 26-24.
The Lady Dons served first but
dropped the point, setting the tone
for what would turn out to be a
rough beginning. Despite getting
down 1-5 and trailing for much of
the set, they turned on their focus to
even the score at 15-15. After trad-
ing points in an intense rally, they
fell behind 23-24. After that,
Acalanes buckled down went on a
run to finish out the set.

Acalanes lost the second set
21-25. This set was close as well.
There were many long rallies and
some difficult calls. However, the
Lady Dons’ lack of communication
left a problematic hole in the middle
that lead to their downfall. Due to
their strong offense, Acalanes
stayed in it until the end; the teams

Megan Daziel (#3) looks for a kill
were tied, 20-20, but after some
miss-hits, Dublin went on a 5-1 run
to seal the set.

With new vengeance, the
Acalanes took to the court for the
third set, eager to redeem them-
selves. At one point, dominating
19-9, Acalanes was clearly in con-
trol. After letting four points in a
row slide past them, acting coach
Jennifer Moore called a time out.
The Lady Dons quickly recovered
and finished off the third set
strongly, winning 25-17. In this last
set, 72 percent of their points came
off kills or aces.

Junior opposite hitter Tyanna
Roy had a set-high five kills in an
overpowering performance. Soph-
omore middle Lila Schoenfield
came off the bench and impressed

Fai P
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Acalanes Lady Dons Dominate Dublin

Junior hitter Tyranna Roy had five kills in the third set.  Photos oug Kohen

fans by contributing four kills and
two aces.

Acalanes rode the momentum
of the third set to close out the match,
finishing the fourth set 25-17. Con-
tinuing their dominant offense: 68
percent of their points came off kills
or aces in the set. Gaubert played an
integral role in the win by contribut-
ing sets. She applauds her team-
mates for their morale: “We didn’t
get down on ourselves and stayed
positive,” she notes.

Coach Moore is also opti-
mistic about the season and al-
though hoping to establish more
“focus coming into the [matches],”
she anticipates continued “commu-
nication and intensity,” characteris-
tics exhibited by the Lady Dons in
their impressive win.

Rebates Fading,

Winter Approaching
Fall Is the Time To Call

George C Tuck, founder of Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

With a high efliciency furnace, you could be eligible

Lamorinda Petanque Hosts National Tournament

By Sophie Braccini
Dy A ]

uring the weekend of Octo-
ber 9th-10th, the Lamorinda
Petanque Club hosted a national
competition at the Lafayette Com-
munity Center’s beautiful petanque
courts on Saint Mary’s Road, across
from S. Lucille Lane.
“More than 75 people from

all over California came to compete
and have a great time at our beauti-
ful location,” said Lafayette resi-
dent and petanque player Gilbert
Sonet, “they fought hard on the
sunny courts, then relaxed and had
a picnic under the ancient pear trees
that make our location so special.”

Photo Gilbert Sonet

Singles men's and women's
were played on Saturday, and the
mixed triplets on Sunday. The
winners of the men's singles was
By Vang of Fresno, the winner of
the women's single was Liza
Vaughan from San Francisco.
Carolina Jones from Lamorinda

for the Federal Tax Credit and three separate rebates.
You might even catch the Cash For Appliances rebate
if you act quickly. Even the Federal Tax Credit is
down to its last few weeks of life. This opportunity is
unparalleled. Call us now for a free estimate, days,
evenings or weekends. It’s time to get comfortable.™

ATLAS

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY
Since 1908 * CA Lic. #489501

925-944-1122

www.atlasheating.com

Petanque came in second.

“Lamorinda has in the past
been privileged to host Regionals
and Nationals since moving to its
new field in 2007, said club presi-
dent Mary Albright. The field is
open to everyone; Club members
can be found at the courts every
Sunday at 1:00 p.m. and every
Thursday afternoon at 2:30 p.m.,
and are happy to introduce new
players to the sport.

W YORK

Heating & Air Conditioning

Thank you
_famo'cinc{a

O soston

Celebrating our 8" Anniversary

i

Bridge-to-Bridge Run

Submitted by Daniel Mader

&

Jack Mader, a Del Rey fifth grader, placed first
in his age group and 453rd out of 2,320 total 12k
runners on October 3rd in San Francisco at the Bridge

ak

e

Photo Daniel Mader

to Bridge run. The event benefitted Northern Califor-
nia Special Olympics. His chip time was 1:03:46 and
a pace of 8:34/M for the seven mile race.

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O. Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

30 Year Fixed Rate to $1,500,000 at 5%
(5.125% APR)

This Loan Allows Interest Only Payments For 10 Years!

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY
Up to $1,000,000 Up to $4,000,000
Interest Rate
3YearFixed  2.650%  3.750% | 3.7500%  3.750% f'
5YearFixed 3.200% 3.750% | 3.875%  3.750% - -
TYearFixed  3.800% 3.750% | 4375%  3.750% .
10 Year Fixed 4.150%  3.750% | 4875%  3.750% Kyle Davis
Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to I(\)AOﬁgE}ie r(tjonsultant
$417,000 $729,750 DRE License 101111347
30Year Fixed 3.875%  3.950% | 4250%  4.315% - A
15Year Fixed 3.250% 3.350% | 3.370%  3.805% Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

Etgnr:g!;ﬂstlz

319 Diablo Road, Suite 103
Danville, CA 94526

For current rates call Kyle at 925-314-5299.
“Providing Premier Loan products and service from
the most experienced and solution-oriented
professionals in your community.”

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures and
information available at the time of production.

Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying. DRE License #01327738. CA DRE Lic. # 01327738
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In an October 2nd matchup
against #18 Cal, the Saint
Mary’s Gaels women’s soccer
team found themselves down 2-0
in the second half. For Gaels’
teams in the past, it could have
been just another day. But the
Gaels powered past the Golden
Bears in the final minutes, scoring
twice and finishing with a 2-2 tie.

“They (Cal) are a very tal-
ented team that have won a lot
of big games,” Gaels coach Kia
Edwards said after the game,
“and we’re still coming into our

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

own — and for that group to be
down two-zero to a team like
that... it’s exciting.”

Four years ago, the Gaels
were 3-11-4 and won just one in-
conference game. Fast forward
to the present, where Edwards is
now in his second year as head
coach of the Gaels, and his team
sits at 7-3-3 and won their first
conference game on Sunday.

“I think our kids are start-
ing to learn” he said on Sunday,
“that this isn’t the program of
old, when you’re just happy to

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
SPORTS LAMORINDA'S LOCAL SPORTS NEWS

SMC Women’s Soccer Confident

Gaels Shutout Dons in WCC Opener
By Bryant West

e o - T B G gl g g e ey S T

Jordan Marada (#10) offered SMC's best first-half chance for a goal. At the 26:59 mark she had a 20 yard shot that hit the far post.

get through the day and the sea-
son. Their job is to win
games... | think our kids need
to understand, life is fun in col-
lege soccer, and all that, but
there is also the business part of
it — your job is to win.”

The Gaels first conference
win was against San Francisco;
Saint Mary’s held the ball for
most of the game and took 20
shots while holding the Dons to
nine. In the fiftieth minute, Jor-
dan Marada’s deflected pass
found freshmen forward Briana

Photo Tod Fierner

Campos who smacked it in.

For Edwards, it’s all busi-
ness. “To only have three
losses in thirteen games is solid,
but to win and shut out a team,
the confidence is there,” he
said. He reiterated that is the
team’s “job” to win these
games, especially  games
against local rivals like San
Francisco, Santa Clara and
Berkeley.

The Gaels played a strong
preconference schedule and Ed-
wards cites the tough play in

#4 Caroline Shelin

helping build his team’s confi-
dence. “(The schedule) al-
lowed us to get more players on
the field,” he said, noting the
example of freshman defender
Melinda Madden. Madden was
named a starter after an injury
to senior Caroline Shevlin, and
played a combined 200 minutes
in the Gaels road games against
Arkansas and Southern Missis-
sippi University. “It allowed a
lot of our kids to get confi-
dence,” Edwards said, “and for
us to get confidence in them.”

Wednesday, October 13, 2010
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Photo Tod Fierner

As the Gaels move fully
into the conference schedule -
with home games against WCC
powerhouses #15 Santa Clara and
San Diego — Kia hopes the confi-
dence build up from a strong start
can continue for the Gaels. “Our
greatest strength is our team ef-
fort,” he said. “Our team is com-
petitive, very competitive, and
they work hard together.”

The Gaels take on #15
Santa Clara at home on Friday,
October 15 and San Diego on
Sunday.

Lamorinda 15U Boys’ Soccer Wins Weekend Shootout

Submitted by Kelly Wood (written by Chris Banard)

he Lamorinda Soccer
Club’s U15 FC 95 boys'
team enjoyed an undefeated run

through the HK Shootout in
Fremont on September 25-26,
capturing first place with a 2-0

Poto provided

win over Mustang United 95 in
their final game. FC 95 started
the weekend's pool play with a

hard-fought victory over host
Mission Valley United followed
by a well executed 4-0 win over
Bay Oaks Arsenal where FC
95's possession game was at its
best. In a spirited 2-1 victory
over South San Jose Elite SC
FC 95 scored the only goals that
South San Jose conceded all
weekend. In combination with
a stingy defense and sterling
keeper play, the win proved to
be the key contest of the week-
end. In the championship
game, FC 95 controlled the
game with a goal in each half
while goalkeepers Jeffrey Lef-
court and Keegan Murphy tal-
lied their second clean sheet of
the weekend.  Afterwards,
Coach Pedro Osorio presented
Gus Keeble with the team tro-
phy as FC 95's most valuable
player of the tournament.

LYMA Soccer

day, September 25.

Ly

Lafa;/ette's LMYA 5/6th grade boys team, Italy, beat Brazil 4-1 on Satur-

e e |

Photo Gint Federas

Campo Volleyball Goes Undefeated in

Christian Brothers Tournament
Submitted by Gint Federas (Story credit Eric Standring)

n Saturday, October 2 the

tian Brothers Great 8 Tournament.

Campolindo girls” varsity ~ The team attributed the win to ex-

team went undefeated in the Chris-

Ba

ck Left to Right: Chandler Moore, Anisa Smith, Annie Shurtz, B

cellent serving and good passing.

e

Noland, Mary Vaccaro, Mallory Loomis, Coach Scott Bishop
Front Left to Right: Lena Olufson, Cassidy Abel, Kit Koelzer, Kim Condie, Sophie Smith

Strong defensive efforts from So-

phie Smith and Kim Condie also

contributed to the win.

rooke Standring, Sophie Seiberth, Abbie

Photo Michael Condie

Dive Meet Results

Submitted by Steve Sherman

Brenna Cetrone doing a forward one and a half somersault in the pike position from the 1M board.

Photo provided

Sherman Dive School competed in the Dos Rios Invitational Diving Meet on September 25 in Folsom.

Event Place Name Hometown
16-18 Boys 3M J.O. First Ascher Litchtig Lafayette
FC Level 2 Girls 3M Fifth Katherine Seperack Lafayette
FC Level 2 Girls TM Third Katherine Seperack Lafayette
11&under Girls 3m J.O. Second Brenna Certone Orinda
11&under Girls 1M J.O. Second Brenna Certone Orinda
14-15 Girls 3M J.O. Third Alyssa Parsons Moraga
14-15 Girls TM J.O. Fourth Alyssa Parsons Moraga
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Miramonte Remains Undefeated

Meanwhile, Orinda's Miramonte kept

Senior captain Lucas Levine (#11) takes on former Stanley teammate, now rival, Derick Margerum (#7).

Acalanes, however, showed
their resilience by scoring just be-
fore the half thanks to an Aaron
Edwards run.

The Dons went ahead for
good late in the third quarter when

Acalanes #32 Carson Gardner, Campolindo #2 Thorsten Karl

running back Joe Dreyer broke and
ran for a 72-yard touchdown.

"We noticed they were shift-
ing to our wing, so we put the wing
on the opposite side of where we
ran it, and it just worked perfectly,"

Photo Andycheck

Photo Pam Alsterlind

Dreyer said.

Campolindo surged late in
the fourth quarter after an Acalanes
field goal and got a touchdown
from Erik Baker, but it was too lit-
tle too late as time ran out, prompt-
ing an elated celebration from the
players and coaches to the away
fans.

"We had two horribly brutal
weeks and we had to come back
and play the kind of football we
knew we were capable of)"
Ivankovich said. "Sometimes when
it goes away you forget what it feels
like, and they got that back tonight."

Leamy echoed those senti-
ments.

"If you get two losses in
league, you really don't get a shot at
winning, but hope is still alive, and
this is a good push going into the
rest of the season."

The big win was, naturally,
sweeter when defeating a local
rival.

"These kids grow up together,
so when we play each other, we
want to get it done," Ivankovich
said. "We got it done tonight."

Acalanes will look to build
on the win Friday when they travel
to Alhambra, while Campolindo
will look to reverse their fortunes
and halt their skid at Dublin.

their perfect record intact, now 6-0,
defeating Acalanes 44-21 on Octo-
ber 1, and Dougherty Valley (DV) 38-
20 on October 8. In last Friday’s game
against DV the Matadors went into
the halftime interval up 24-0 after a
wild last minute of the first half that
saw Miramonte cover 80 yards in
three plays. Mats’junior quarterback
Ross Anderson scored on a 24-yard
run that effectively sealed the win for
the home team. Anderson finished
with 115 yards and a touchdown
while running for 157 yards with
three scores, leading all rushers. The
Mats will look to stay undefeated this
Friday at Las Lomas, and will host
Campolindo on October 22nd.

In the 44-21 win over Acalanes on Octo-
ber 1, Miramonte quarterback Ross An-
derson (9) ran up the middle for a 40
yard gain in the first play of the game.
Photo Jordan Fong

The Matador's Christian Thatcher (2) ripped the ball out of the hands of Acalanes running back Aaron Ed-

wards (19) and headed to the endzone for a touchdown.

It’s all
online!

www.lamorinda
weekly.com

Photo Jordan Fong

Passion Helps Drive

By Lou Fancher

Elizabeth Schultz

little over one year ago, 14-
year old Elizabeth Schultz
swung a golf club for the first
time. A little over two weeks
ago, she shot an eagle on a par 4.
The Acalanes High School
freshman is turning heads and
holing putts in a stunning second
year of golf. Schultz became in-
terested in the sport while at-
tending eighth grade at Stanley
Middle School. Playing there in
her debut season, her team went
on to become the Contra Costa
Middle School champions.
“Dan, our family friend,
showed me how to play golf,”
Schultz says, remembering her
first experience with a club.
“The Masters was on TV and I

Photo provided

asked him to show me how to hit
a ball. We got some cotton balls
and went out in the backyard.”

Three hours later, Schultz
was still going at it. “I was
swinging hard and fast. [ was
having a good time,” she re-
members. She even remembers
the equipment she was using: a
Momentus swing trainer, a driver
and a 9-iron. “And we putted
right here on the hardwood
boards,” she adds, pointing at the
living room floor in her family’s
Lafayette home.

Golfing at home merely
whet her appetite for the real
deal. “Next, [ wanted to try hit-
ting an actual golf ball. When I
did, even though I wasn’t hitting

well yet, it was fun to see the ball
go somewhere.”

Schultz has been able to
make the ball go, not just
“somewhere,” but exactly where
she wants it to go. At the North-
ern California Junior Golf Asso-
ciation’s  tournament  this
summer, Schultz played the #1
rated Hannah  O’Sullivan.
Schultz shot a 79. At another
event at Lone Tree Golf Course,
she shot an 80, taking first place.

Tim Scott, the Acalanes
girls varsity golf coach, said: “I
have never met a young lady so
into golf. She works at it every
day.” And he notes her poten-
tial: “I know she will become a
great golfer.  Her greatest
strength now is her driving. She
hits long and straight. [I] do not
know at this stage how big she
will make it, but she has more
focus than most players her
age.”

“My driver,” she says,
when asked what is the strongest
part of her game. “I can natu-
rally hit far. I have a strong back
and I’m flexible. I create more
head speed and I get more shoul-
der turn.” Years of swimming
contribute to her forceful swing
and add to the upper-body flexi-
bility golf requires.

And the weakest part?
“I’m working on my long putts,”
she says. “My distance control
is weak. I tend to leave them
short. But 7 footer in—I"m re-
ally good at those.”

The last comment, deliv-
ered without arrogance, is why
Schultz, especially at 14, is re-
markable. Her focus is intense,
but not destructive. She buys all
her own clubs, including a cher-
ished $300 Scotty Cameron put-
ter, saying, “A lot of kids, their

parents push them, but I love
golf and put my own money into
it. It’s cool; I have a passion.
Unless you have a passion [too],
you don’t understand it.”

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawispace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

Mo

925¢377+9209 (@3

visit our web_site
www.bayareadrainage.com

MARA

CONSTRUCTION

License # 586512

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20" YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

« NEW CUSTOM BUILDS
« ADDITIONS

« CUSTOM KITCHENS

- CUSTOM BATHS

+ DOORS/WINDOWS

« TILE/PAVERS

- FOUNDATIONS: CALLFOR A
+ RE-LEVELING
« STRUCTURAL REPAIR F R E E
+ DRAINAGE SYSTEMS ESTIMATE

- RETAINING WALL ANTHONY

- ELECTRICAL/CUSTOM WIRING | | MARAMONTE

WWW.MARACONSTRUCTION.COM - 510'385'8251 « MaraConst@comcast.net
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Moraga

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

Complete Auto Repair

State of California Brake,
'I ‘ Jl- | !'.;,

(Rheem center-across from
the Post Office)

Lamp & Smog Station

Rheem Shopping Center
next to CVS 376-5407

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

3 MONTHS FREE RENT!"

Right now, pay for three months rent
and get yvour unit for 6 MONTHS...
“Limrseal wuitn, §ot cwme, fov verved, call for decaile. Expivea 1118

MORAGA 455 Moraga Rd.
Suite F (925)631-7000

NEIGHBORHOOD

=1==)
377.5257

MACs anD PCs
REPRIRS-UPGRADES-CUSTOM MACHINES

NEIGHBORHOODCOMP.COM
4SS MORAGA ROAD STE. H

H E #1’ @SPAE E

If & Sa

(NEXT TO SA RENT A SPACE) FLFEEP LS, EAEPHI'['.MJH

7y

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

40% off

mineral makeup *

fane ctredale

Thal L CAR] LAAKELE

Calling All Ghosts,
Witches & Goblins

Trick or Treat
Friday,
October 29th
3:00 to 5:00 p.m

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)
Moraga’s Premier Salon

LUXURIOUS RUESIDENTIAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
Our residents receive Assistance with activities of
daily living, medication management, home
made meals, housekeeping and laundry,
enfertainment and wellness programs.

Tel 925.376.CARE (2273) Fax 925.376.7137

moragaretreat@comcast.net

(* discontinued colors)

Lic#: 075601205

w
0

Rheem Valley
Shopping Center

Ken C. Young -

Fine Art Images

Wednesday, October 13, 2010

www.lafayettepet.com

I Tmek or Treof of Rheen Center [ ;
: Friday, Oct 24, 3-5 p.h.

{ Visit us for candy & pet freats!

2o

With This C p

Batteries « Bands «Repair
FREE Estimates
Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center
Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs =

925-376-1888 www.TheTickTockStore.com

354 Park Street  1547-APalos Verdes Mall

Moraga Walnut Creek
(Next to Rheem Theater) (In Lunardi’s Center)

VCaulous

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Camp Lisa
Dogsitting
in my home

Lisa Gillett
1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
Moraga, CA 94556

(925)631-1063

925-377-1908

Sc Se Caffe

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Ly & & = & m ]
Now FREE WiFi - Internet!

"i “.J

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga
Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

CANYON CONSTR

R

professional remodeling & custom homes

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic Fr

925 country club drive moraga ca
t925.376.3486 | f925.376.3503
www.canyonconstruction.com

@7 530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692 L

T WWW.MMOragamotors.com

SHARON

Formerly from SIXTO, S
925-286-2023

508 Center Street now at
next door to Mountain Mike Pizza Reﬂexmn Salon

Providing the market edge for you

* Home Staging

* Color Consultation

B o Redesign,giving a fresh look
with your own items

Dirty House!

The UPS Store [

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste 1
Sat 9-4, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v Shipping ~ Notary Services
~ Coying, Finnishing  Postal Services
v Printing Services  Business Services

www.theupsstore.com

é Nikolene Isely, MA, CSBLGLS,IDS A% Y4
" BTN Staging By Design
B | cell (925) 360-0947 ﬁ IOO4
www.stagerbydesign.com 7
Familq & Cosmetic Denhsqu ja JI rj h l ' 'jjj :jj ij ‘l) u

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care
through Quality Dentistry I

Member: ADA » CDA » CCDS « AACD

HAIR STYLIST

Formerly of the Beauty Source w

Now at CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga, (925) 437-2076

MORAGA GARDEN

CENTER * Watch for Love Lafayette
October 27t
Call for Advertising

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

925.377.0977

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE f

o P T O M E T R Y F P

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. TOESZ

o Comprehensive Vision Testing LEED
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis

FECFD

o Specialty Contact Lens Care
e Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Suite A

Moraga « (925)376-2020

T & T PAINTING

CA License: #616357 and Insured

FREE ESTIMATES IMPECCABLE REFERENCES

376-3380 MORAGA

steven_thaw@yahoo.com
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Back Yard Bocce

By Lou Fancher
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Alissa and Bill Scanlin play Bocce on their home court; their vineyard rises in the background.

alians, Romans, and even the Pope have played Bocce; and now, the sport
ﬂvith a touch of Italy is arriving in many Lamorinda back yards.

Constructing a home bocce court is not just a matter of pulling a few weeds,
spreading a layer of sand, and inviting the neighbors over for a frame or two. Home
courts involve landscaping, construction, design, and an experienced professional
who understands your yard. Climate, sun and shade, drainage, maintenance, and
the final touch, aesthetics, all weigh in to the equation.

This year, Alissa and Bill Scanlin embarked on a large landscaping project be-
hind their sprawling Lafayette home. The Scanlin’s have had a vineyard since 1998,
but wanted to expand the operation. Working with Mike McLane, of Michael’s
Landscape Construction, the couple decided a bocce court would be the perfect

solution for the northeast corner of their yard.

Issue 16 Wednesday, October 13, 2010

Photos Andy Schect

“Whenever we played bocce, we always enjoyed it. Drinking a glass of wine
and playing bocce: it’s good entertainment,” says Bill. “You can be talking about
other things and still keep playing”

The sport’s increasing popularity means many guests already know how tc
play, and even for the novices, the rules are simple, points out Alissa.

“The biggest challenge we had was making sure it didn’t slide,” Alissa says
“Because it’s at the base of a hill” “We had drainage problems, with mud coming

over the path before,” Bill says, “but now, even the big rains don’t cause trouble.”
McLane says bocce courts are inherently simple, in terms of construction

“It’s basically just building a rectangle. The most difficult part is to maintain a very

fine level across the court.” Most courts, without extensive grading issues like the

Scanlins’, can be completed within one week. ... continued on page OH4



81 9Las Trampas, Lafayette

Enchanting Lafayette Retreat

Custom built 4 bedroom 4.5 bath 3500 square foot home
on a one-acre lot offers a fabulous floor plan including new
gourmet kitchen and a beautiful park-like yard in the
sought after Las Trampas trail neighborhood.

The outdoor living areas are exceptional and include
gorgeous heritage oak trees, rolling green lawns, towering
redwood trees and a private pool. Enjoy evening sunsets on
the back yard deck and terrace or entertain friends and
family in this simply stunning setting. If you like being close
to town, you can't beat this wonderful location.

Just a short walk to the regional trail and easy drive to down
town Lafayette, new Lafayette Library and Learning center,
BART and highway 24, 819 Las Trampas Road offers the rare
combination of city conveniences in a quiet country setting.

Offered at $1,495,000.

Kurt Piper

Broker Associate/Partner

kurt@kurtpiper.com I I
WWW. kurfpiper.com a C
925'253'2527 REAL E 5 T ATE

DRE# 01130308 93 MOI’CIgG WG)’, Ol'lndd
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

LAFAYEITE Last reported: 7 Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oak-
LOWEST AMOUNT: $959,500 land real estate information company. Sale prices
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,800,000 are computed from the county transfer tax informa-

MORAGA Last reported: 7 tion shown on the fieeds that recgrd at close of es-
LOWEST AMOUNT: $410,000 crow and are publ!shed five t.o el.ght wgeks after
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,544,500 such.recordlng. This |nf0r{mt|0r{ is obtained from

public county records and is provided to us by Cali-

ORINDA Last reported: 7 fornia REsource.

LOWEST AMOUNT: $630,000 Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,830,000 for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETITE
3356 Betty Lane, $595,500, 3 Bdrms, 1377 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-10-10
3548 Herman Drive, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 2839 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 9-3-10;
Previous Sale: $800,000, 06-25-04
38 Jennifer Highlands Court, $1,225,000, S Bdrms, 4163 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 9-8-10;
Previous Sale: $632,000, 01-02-96
10 Julie Highlands Court, $1,259,000, 4 Bdrms, 3813 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 9-15-10;
Previous Sale: $630,000, 04-15-98
7 Lincolnshire Court, $650,000, 3 Bdrms, 2595 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 9-8-10
1195 Pleasant Hill Circle, $770,000, 4 Bdrms, 2089 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 9-16-10
725 St. Marys Road, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 3211 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 9-13-10
MORAGA
4 Benedita Place, $410,000, 2 Bdrms, 1211 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 9-15-10
39 Buckingham Drive, $740,000, 4 Bdrms, 1840 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 9-10-10;
Previous Sale: $87,000, 09-15-76
4 Canning Court, $450,000, 3 Bdrms, 1454 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 9-10-10;
Previous Sale: $843,000, 04-24-06
1615 Del Monte Way, $940,000, 5 Bdrms, 2592 SqFt, 1967 YiBlt, 9-10-10
7 El Camino Flores, $715,000, $ Bdrms, 2342 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-8-10
75 Jean Court, $1,544,500, 4 Bdrms, 4080 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 9-3-10;
Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 03-29-06
32 Maison Court, $1,275,000, 4 Bdrms, 3163 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 9-15-10;
Previous Sale: $1,272,500, 06-15-01
ORINDA
24 Camino Sobrante, $1,028,000, 4 Bdrms, 2394 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-15-10;
Previous Sale: $546,000, 12-08-99
70 Hillcrest Drive, $630,000, 4 Bdrms, 1778 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 9-9-10
201 Ivy Drive, $940,000, 4 Bdrms, 2275 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 9-3-10;
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 06-30-06
134 La Espiral, $990,500, 4 Bdrms, 3728 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 9-8-10;
Previous Sale: $1,355,000, 04-14-06
461 Moraga Way, $712,000, 3 Bdrms, 1811 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 9-15-10;
Previous Sale: $515,000, 08-01-01
20 Tarry Lane, $1,830,000, S Bdrms, 3209 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-16-10;
Previous Sale: $1,016,000, 12-16-03
311 Village View Court, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 2165 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 9-9-10;
Previous Sale: $645,000, 02-28-97

Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded

ORINDA

618 Moraga Way, 94563, Deutsche Bank, 09-13-10, $783,000, 2146 sf, S bd

76 Acacia Drive, 94563, First Horizon Home Loan, 09-17-10, $745,960, 2220 sf, 4 bd
LAFAYETITE

3015 Bradbury Drive, 94549, ING Bank, 08-20-10, $1,034,955, 2205 sf, 3 bd
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3798 Via Granada, Moraga 32 Maison Court, Moraga

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

"l ! | Stunning Sonsara Craftsman 925.253.4630
Single-Story Campolindo Home $799,900 4 bed/3.5 bath w/designer finishes & ’ )
4 bed/2 bath with large level yard, hardwood floors & Mt. Diablo views. views. $1,275,000
51 Sanders Ranch Rd., Moraga 4| Lambeth Square, Moraga 632 Los Palos Drive, Lafayette Michelle Holcenberg
\ s . _ ol T michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

- - coLDWweLL
Remodeled Sanders Ranch Beauty One-of-a-Kind Rheem Valley Manor Vintage Burton Valley Rancher BANKER O
4bed/3 bath w/amazing kitchen/ Mediterranean 3 bd/2.5 bath + bonus 4 bd/3 bath + bonus room. EFSIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
great room. $1,265,000 room & office. Pool & views. $1,070,000 Prime location. $790,000

S Pty by 2 S98] 3 .S WEKNOW THE MARKET!

REALTORS

= o Lrfs
| | Bates Blvd, Orinda 862 Stonehaven, Walnut Creek
w h Just Listed! Exquisite 4 bed, 2 bath on [/2 acre Priced below current sales! 4 bed, 3 bath on
€ nave You lot. Magnificent remodel, everything new. level .27 acre lot w/pool. Hardwood floors,
Views, walk to town. $835,000 updated, Northgate area.  $755,000

covered under 3876 Qualil Rldge Road, Lafayette
$ I ’000’000 . . | ceot ; Happy Valley w/pano views! 4 bed, 2.5 bath on

1/2 acre lot. Quiet cul-de-sac, walls of glass,
fabulous floor plan.  $995,000

59 Mea Viewria

1 3954 Quail Ridge Road, Lafayette b
§ = Over 5000 sf of luxurious living! High ceilings, BACK ON MARKET! Spectacular Rim Trail East '
hardwoods,5 bed, 4.5 bath + library. 2.5 acres, Coast home. 3800 sq w/ 3 bed, 2 bath upstairs, )
L' Jl- o level yard and views. NOW $1,678,000 | bed, |.5 bath down, remodeled. $1,345,000 -3 i z
\ ( 1Y,
\ ! 1
".,j “PRICE CHECK” CALL US! J| \

HOLLY HENKEL September 2010 Lafayette Moraga  Orinda
SRES Days on Market 60 37 85

925 360-2390 Average Sold Price $1,122,000 $961,000 $1,035,000
holly@hollyhenkel.com Number of detached homes sold 20 I 17 Www.pattycroninproperties.com
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ROB & KATHY OLSON PRESENTS...

. Back Yard Bocce

OFFERED AT $1,849,000 ... continued from page OH1

WWW.356 DALEWOODDRIVE.COM

This exquisite 4BR/2.5BA home, located in prestigious Orinda Downs, exudes a fimeless
elegance with fine custom decor throughout. With a distinct Palm Desert style exterior,
this single story home features a stylish marble entry that leads to the formal living &
dining rooms, granite wet bar & afrium. Take your outdoor entertaining to a new level
on this .50% acre lot with the fabulous outdoor kitchen, pool, spa, lawn & game areas.

6 IDLEWOOD COURT, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $769,000

WWW.6IDLEWOODCOURT.COM

PENDING! Charming Moraga ranch home. 4BR/2.5BA, 2,027+ sq. ft. Fresh and clean as a
whistle with new (9/10) carpets, updated kitchen with new (9/10) appliances & granite
counter. Hardwood floors in spacious family room. New (9/10) paint inside & out! .27+
acre lotf. Great location, on cul-de-sac & convenient fo top schools.

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

ROB & KATHY OLSON
925.253.6216
rolson@pacunion.com AMennber Of Real Living

Al 1=

A French Drain, on the right, prevents d-;;azfr.zage- broblems.-

reflecting your lifestyle But selecting the correct materials and knowing where to save and where to splurge,

has a dramatic affect on the bottom line. “Oyster shell materials are wickedly expensive,”

De S /gne r B a th rooms an d K /tC h ens says McLane. “Tused track fines—or “decomposed granite,” which is the generic term—
as the base material”

The fines, the sand-like material topping the Scanlin bocce court, is spread over
compacted base rock. The border is a versalock block wall: a gravity wall system with no
mortar. Decking material forms the inside frame, reducing the wear and tear on the bocce
balls.

There’s no way McLane could “construct” the court’s fabulous view of Mount Dia-
blo. But a strategically placed gazebo offers spectators an unobstructed view of both the
court and the sweeping vista.

Jeanne HuangLi and Nathan Ogle moved to Orinda in August of2009. Their home,
built by architect Paul Hamilton in 1951, is nestled in a nearly-vertical hillside just north
of Highway 24. On approach, it’s difficult to picture anything being flat, let alone the
fine-tuned leveling a bocce court requires.

Looking down from the balcony, the back yard court extends away from the house.
Unlike the Scanlins, the HuanglLi-Ogle family’s court was already in place when they pur-

chased the home.

925-525-8490 “My first instinct was whether we could dig it up and make it a wading pool,” Huan-
gLi says. “But actually, it’s been really popular.”

WWwWw. H Dba th S.com The couple has discovered bocce adds to any gathering, from birthdays to the large

alumni parties they host. HuangLi is the Senior Director of Development and Alumni
Relations at the Haas School of Business in Berkeley. She’s also the president of the Uni-
versity of Michigan’s Bay area alumni chapter, boasting 15,000 members.

“We've hosted send-offs for new U of M students—all kinds of events. It’s not

hdbaths@yahoo.com
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dependent on athletic ability, so anyone can participate and be competitive,” she says.

Ogle believes the court was installed in the early 1980’s, when the water systems
were moved from the yard to the road. “The leech field, where the sewer system went,
was right there,” he says, pointing to the court.

The entire family gets into the action when son Paul, 11 and daughter Luzia, 6, join
in. Because the court has lights, evening play is frequent. “Paul here, he’ll be a ringer,”
says HuangLi. “We have to say, ‘Let the other guests play, because he’s so competitive.
And Luzia, she likes to throw out the little white ball (also called the “jack,” “boccino” or
“pallina,” depending on who you're playing with) to get things started.”

Although they’ve now purchased a good supply of balls, their first balls were found
amidst the overhanging oaks on the hills surrounding the court. The trees provide shade
and make play more enjoyable, HuangLi says. And provide plenty of opportunities for
raking, adds Ogle, with a laugh.

All four family members say having a court has added to their social life. They're
planning a recruiting bocce party for alocal boy scout troop and Ogle says being on the
court reminds him of his beloved Virginia roots. “I've thrown a lot of rocks at a lot of
critters in my day, and almost as good.”

The response to the Lamorinda Weekly’s call for home bocce court stories was over-
whelming. Scott Bronsteen left a phone message about his experience, saying, “We've
got 4 young kids and it just seems like the kind of thing where both sexes and all ages can
participate. It's a good family thing, and entertaining for when you have couples over.
Ours is smack under Redwood trees, so it gets more needles on it than I'd like to see on
there, but otherwise, we really enjoy it.”

Thank you to all who emailed or called. With the sport’s booming popularity, we
may even have to run a sequel.

Page: OH S

105 MEADOW LANE, ORINDA, CA

Fabulous remodeled 2,900 sf home in the heart of Glorietta in Orinda! 4

=

bedrooms and 2 baths on one third of an acre all level. Beautiful architec-
tural details in the living room and master bedroom. Built in cherry entertain-
ment cabinet with storage and bookshelves lines a wall in the family room.
Luxurious master bath with large shower and soaking tub. Great cook’s
kitchen with slab granite countertops and stainless appliances. Award win-
ning Orinda schools. Park like backyard which was the Sunset magazine

garden design award winner in 2005.

Margot

Offered at $1,495,000

Hal

Margot 925.260.4787
Hal 925.260.4799 ey

www.theKaufmans.com
DRE LIC # 01224989/01224988
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Mortgage rates are at historical lows
Best time to buy or refinance a home
or investment property

A
Kyle Davis

MORTGAGE BROKER

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
80% Loans to $2,000,000

75% Loans to $3,000,000

We use experienced local Appraisers

Providing Premier Loan products
and service.

For current rates call Kyle

at 925-314-5299.

Fax: (925) 831-9161
kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

DRE License #01111347 tmf@ﬂ

Dexter Honens I1
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real
Estate needs to experience the
integrity, professionalism and
results you expect.

Serving clients, friends and family
in your neighborhood since 1989.

Office: (925) 253-2148
Residence: (925) 254-8088
Cell: (510) 918-8911

honens@pacbell.net \/,
|

DRE License #01327738
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review
By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS

he third quarter of 2010 continued
-Cto show significant activity on the
residential side of Lamorinda real estate.

Per Contra Costa Association of
Realtors statistics reported from July 1
through September 30, 67 single-family
homes closed in Lafayette. This is exactly
the same amount that closed in the same
quarter a year ago. Sales prices ranged
from $527,500 to $2,837,500 and the av-
erage number of days on market was 67
days. The average sales price was
$1,188,628. There were two other homes
that closed during the quarter per the
MLS but the sales prices were not dis-
closed.  Both likely sold above

$2,000,000 so the average sales price
would be around $1,200,000 had the sale
prices been disclosed. In the third quar-
ter of 2009, the average sales price was
$1,085,962.

In Moraga the number of single-
family closings was 34, with the prices
ranging from $500,000 to $1,544,200.
The average sale price was $942,082. The
average marketing time was 48 days.
Looking back over the same quarter in
2009, there were only 28 closings and the
average sales price was $935,017.

In Orinda the number of single-
family closings was 57 with a range of
sales prices of $500,000 to $2,800,000
and an average price of $1,091,208. It
took an average of 60 days on the market
to sell ahome. In the third quarter a year
ago, there were 50 sales at an average
sales price of $1,148,974 in Orinda.

On an average price per square foot
basis, Lafayette homes sold at $438 per
square foot, Moraga homes sold for $392
and Orinda was at $426. In the year ago
quarter these amounts were $451, $410,

Oaks and Redwoods.

75 Donna Maria Way, Orinda

Open design home by architect Sally Bould Stan
situated on private wooded cul-de-sac. A beautiful
country garden welcomes you to this 5/2 with
Bonus Room. Remodel in 2007 includes updated
kitchen with new appliances, Jurassic Green Granite
countertops, custom Red Birch cabinetry, new bath
with heated floor and dual pane windows.A 784 sq
ft Trex deck with Hot Tub border the canopy of

$1,199,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Walter Nelson
925.765.1679

DRE CA# 01461463

WWW.ORINDAFINEHOMES.COM  WALTER.NELSON@CAMOVES.COM

Wednesday, October 13,2010

Orinda

Moraga

Lafayette

Average price per sq. foot in 2009 and 2010

2010
2009

360 370 380 390 400 410

420 430 440 450 460

and $420 respectively.

In the condominium/town home
category, Lafayette had one closing at
$370,000; Moraga had 20 ranging from
$147,000 to $740,000 and Orinda had
none.

As of October §, 2010, there were
95 homes under contract per the MLS in
the three communities combined with
asking prices of $239,000 to $2,600,000.
It should be pointed out that there are 17
“Potential Short Sales” that are currently
pending and were subject to lender ap-
proval. The time for short sales to be ap-
proved has shortened in some cases, but
the waiting time often remains several
months.

Activity has really increased in the
last several weeks as well. Of the 103
pending properties, 59 received accept-
able offers since the first of September so
between the three communities we con-
tinue to see around two homes headed
towards closing each day.

Inventory, however, has increased.
There are currently 258 properties on the
market in all of Lamorinda—numbers
that have increased in every community.

There are 114 properties on the
market in Lafayette (a year ago at this
time there were 84) with asking prices of
$380,000 to $10,750,000. In Moraga,
buyers have their choice of 64 homes or
condominiums listed between $169,900
and $1,995,000. A year ago at this time

there were 50. In Orinda there are 80 on
the market priced from $269,900 to
$5,500,000, while last year at this time
there were 72 available.

Based upon current inventory, if no
other homes were to come on the market
there is a 21 month supply of properties
available in Lamorinda. At the end of the
second quarter of 2010, there was around
an eight month supply up from a seven
month supply on March 31, 2010.

On October 1, 2009 there was a 17
month supply.

As is the case nearly every quarter,
the most active price range is in the more
“affordable” price ranges. At the high
end, nine homes sold above $2,000,000
in the third quarter in Lamorinda. Eight
closed above $2,000,000 in the three
communities in the comparable quarter
in 2009. Five are currently pending that
are listed over $2,000,000, two in
Lafayette, two in Orinda and one in Mor-
aga.

Interest rates continue to fall and
are very attractive and many corpora-
tions continue to relocate families both
in to and out of the area. Recently, sev-
eral companies with offices on the mid-
peninsula had  employees
considering relocations to those offices
ask for area tours of the East Bay—look-
ing to balance a longer commute with
better weather and schools with higher
test scores.

have
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Got Gas?

By Lou Fancher

Maurice Williams

you could make your home and family less at risk from
accidents involving gas leaks, would you do it?

Sure, you say, but that’s impossible! I don't have the
patience for a class action lawsuit or to wait for a new city
council member to tell us exactly what lurks under Lamor-
inda’s aging underground structures.

Lafayette’s Maurice Williams, owner and operator of
Leapfrog Plumbing since 1993, says you don’t have to wait.
“You can be pre-emptive: know how to shut off appliances
or the gas main,” he says, making it sound easy.

And it s.

Williams says homeowners and renters should ask

Gas meter with seismic valve

www.lamorindaweekly.com

OUR HOMES

Photo Andy Scheck
themselves, What gas appliances do I have? Water heater,

stove, dryer, and fireplace are the most common answers.

“For each, you can learn where the shut-off valves are
located,” he says. “And make sure each has an operable valve.
Test it and make sure you can adjust it.”

William also recommends checking your tools, espe-
cially an emergency shut-offkey to your gas meter. He’s still
amazed at how many homeowners don’t know where, or
even what, it is.

Because of that, Leapfrog and other companies will
come to a home to provide a whole house inspection.
“There’s no charge,” William says. “We recently put it in our
ads and we've only had two calls. Maybe because a lot of
people don't think gas lines are a part of plumbing, but we
check those lines too.”

For people who don’t have or can’t find their shut-off
keys, he recommends contacting a plumbing hardware store
to get one.

New construction requirements are tight, so proper
valves on new homes are less of a concern. There’s a seismic
valve at the meter, but not excess flow valves at each appliance.

The San Bruno tragedy has made gas customers anx-
ious. “We're vendors for PG&E, so they phoned us when
that event occurred,” Williams says. “This was the first time
we've been on site at a catastrophic situation. They escorted
us into the neighborhood and we replaced water heaters,
gas flex lines and water lines.”

The situation is San Bruno was rare, according to
Williams. He thinks PG&E will have to work hard to regain
the public’s trust. He points out that the gas lines that ex-
ploded in San Bruno were large, 300-600 psi pressure pipes.
Typical pipes approaching a home are low, 2-5 psi pressure

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: OH7

pipes. He says there are few fatalities or injuries when con-
struction workers accidentally breach these lines, such as
during the late night incident in Orinda on September 22n¢
when construction equipment hit a small pipe.

For William’s part, educating homeowners is a prior-
ity; knowing what gas appliances are in your home and how
to control the flow of gas is a must. New construction o1
renovation projects should be done with licensed compa-
nies and permits. Williams has seen homes where someone
has built around or even directly over a meter, placing the
shut-off valves completely out reach. Having and knowing
how to use your emergency gas meter key is essential.

What does Williams advise if you do smell gas in you
home?

« Get out of the area immediately.

« Do not light a cigarette or other ignition system.

« If a pilot light is on, leave it. Turning it off could
cause a spark to ignite the gas.

« Dial 911.

Maurice Williams can be reached at
Leapfrog Plumbing (925) 377-6600

Peralta Construction

CUSTOM HOMES | ADDITIONS | REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692

www.peraltaconstruction.com

Lamorinda Weekly

is an independent publication, produced by and for the
residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA
Lamorinda Weekly,
P.O. Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570-6133
Phone: 925-377-0977 | Fax: 1-800-690-8136

email: info@lamorindaweekly.com
It’s all Online:
www.lamorindaweekly.com
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182 Ravenhill Road
Beautiful & elegant 3 bd Orindawoods home.
Remod to the studs by designer. Sgl Ivl living
w/master & living spaces on entry level.
Garage enters into foyer. Fab location.

Offered at $979,000

136 Manzanita Drive

Spectacular newly blt 4000 sf custom Santa
Barbara style home seldom found in area.
4bd/3.5ba of incredible design & custom
appointments. A world of charm!

Offered at $2,375,000
MORAGA

1087 Sanders Drive

Home Sweet Home. Updated throughout. Kit/fam
rm combo. Granite cntrs. Sparkling new baths.
New windows & doors & recent roof. Kid friendly
area nr top-rated schools.

Offered at $739,000

MORAGA 5)

45 Merrill Circle North

Traditional estate beautifully remodeled w/finest
quality French doors, moldings, plantation shutters,
wrap around porch & more! Picturesque gardens, 2

Offered at $1,995,000

waterfalls.

| 1:

ORINDA
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. jF'. New Listing
41 Vista Del Mar
3500 sf custom 4bd/3ba with attached in-law
unit on mostly Ivl .58 acre in top area with pri-
vacy, grassy lawns & total convenience. Warmly
styled, architect designed.

Offered at $1,279,000

ORINDA
- 5, T2

New Price New Price

179 Crestview Drive

Incredible estate hm on 20 ac pvt knoll. Beaut blt
custom w/Fu Tung Chen designed gourmet kit,
pvt mstr ste, fab in-law apt. 360 degree vus, ideal
for vineyard.

Offered at $2,250,000

105 Meadow Lane

$130,000 price reduction for this fabulous
remodeled house on 1/3 level acre. Four
bedrooms, 2 baths. Architectural details,
built-ins. Sellers motivated.

Offered at $1,495,000

MORAGA
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1746 St. Andrews Drive
Rare remod 1464 sf pvt sgl Ivl 2bd/2ba + ofc
townhome in MCC. Cathedral ceilings, attached
garage, dual pane windows, lawn, patio & pond.
Unlimited golf, tennis & swim.

Offered at $699,000

AR
15 Van Tassel Lane
Splendid quality features in & out. Luxurious
yet comfortable gated Sleepy Hollow 5bd/4.5ba
estate hm. Exquisite details, top quality ameni-
ties, grassy yards, pool & gardens.

Offered at $2,499,000

1392 Camino Peral

Move right in! Nicely updated incl granite &
stainless kitchen. Fresh interior w/new
paint/carpet & more. 2 patios & gardens.
Commun pool, fantastic location.

Offered at $455,000

24 La Salle Drive

Fabulous pvt 1/2 ac knoll. Sheltered veranda
opens to yard, sparkling pool & breathtaking
views. Beaut renovated kitchen w/granite/SS
applis. 5bd incl pvt mstr suite.

Offered at $889,000
MORAGA

——
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1904 Russell Drive
Very special "Bluffs" 2675 sf home w/5bd/3ba.
Lvl corner lot, stylish touches, remodeled
kitchen and baths. Patio w/pergola, master bath
w/steam shower.

Offered at $1,225,000

98 Brookfield Drive
Lovely 5bd/3ba on level desirable Moraga cul de
sac. Updated kitchen & baths, hdwd floors, lawn,
patio & pool. Very close to award winning K-8

schools.
Offered at $999,000

LAFAYETTE 5)

1350 Bollinger Canyon Road

Rare opportunity!! 33 acre gated estate
w/vineyard & lots of usable land. Incredible
views throughout this updated 4 bed + office
home. Au pair/in-law set-up.

Offered at $1,995,000

819 Las Trampas Road

Enchanting Lafayette retreat. Custom blt
4bd/4.5ba 3548 sf home on gorgeous 1 ac lot in
sought after Las Tampas. Country quiet yet steps
to town/trail/school.

Offered at $1,495,000

612 Huntleigh Drive
Burton Valley beauty. Just remodeled 4bd/2ba
sgl vl ranch style home. Super clean, move-in
ready, hdwd floors, new dual panes, beautiful
front & back yards.

Offered at $949,000

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews
updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.

@itd'¥:® Sunday Open House

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings
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