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MOFD Approves Vehicle Accident Cost Recovery Program

By Lucy Amaral

he Board of Directors of the

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
(MOFD) approved an ordinance es-
tablishing a cost recovery system
with regards to motor vehicle acci-
dents. The adopted ordinance out-
lined a schedule of fees and
collection policies to recover costs
for fire-based emergency services by
charging the “at fault’ party of motor
vehicle accidents which occur within
the District’s boundaries.

Fire Chief Randy Bradley
said MOFD responds to an average
of two motor vehicle accidents a
day, not only on surface streets of
the District, but also on Highway
24 where many involve non-resi-
dents either driving to or through
the District. He added that accord-

ing to the California Health and
Safety Code, Districts such as
MOFD have the authority to
charge fees to cover the cost of any
service that the District provides.

MOFD Board Member John
Wyro said the fee structure put in
place would charge the ‘at fault’
driver the costs incurred by the de-
partment for responding to a vehi-
cle accident or hazardous material
spill to the extent the ‘at fault’ dri-
ver’s insurance will pay.

MOFD’s Board also ap-
proved a motion to contract with
Fire Recovery USA, a cost-recov-
ery provider that tracks, bills and
processes reimbursable claims with
the at-fault insurance company as-
sociated with the motor vehicle ac-

cident.

In his staff report, Bradley
said that Fire Recovery USA de-
veloped its charges by surveying
fire departments nationwide to de-
termine average time-on-scene,
type of equipment, materials, sup-
plies and labor that would be
needed, and billing rates were de-
termined by itemizing costs for a
typical run.

Fire Recovery USA, head-
quartered in Roseville, Califor-
nia, currently serves more than 60
fire districts throughout the state.
Mike Rivera of Fire Recovery
USA said that billing for cost re-
covery has been used by some fire
departments for nearly 20 years.
He added that more districts are be-

ginning to implement this program
primarily because of lower tax rev-
enue, and higher costs.

“Since the fact is that taxes
no longer cover the actual costs to
mitigate these accidents, [ believe
tax money should provide the in-
frastructure of having a fire depart-
ment available to provide service,"
Rivera said. “But the costs associ-
ated with an actual incident should
be covered by the responsible
party.”

"The district is always look-
ing for ways to efficiently provide
quality fire and emergency medical
service to the community while
maintaining a balanced budget,"
said Wyro. "One way to do that is
for users to pay for services. Cur-

rently, users pay a fee for such serv-
ices as commercial fire inspections,
plan review, fire code and con-
struction permits. Ambulance and
related medical response serv-
ices are charged to the extent a res-
ident's insurance company will
reimburse for that service with no
out of pocket expense to the resi-
dent. Non-residents are charged
the full amount.”

Wyro said the new program
will follow along those lines, en-
abling MOFD to maintain it level
of service while aiding the bottom
line. “These user fees will generate
an estimated $72,000 for the cur-
rent year’s budget, funding neces-
sary to keep the budget in balance,"
Wyro said.

Public Forum

Yes on Prop. 22 in November to Stop State Raids of Local Funds

and to Protect Vital Local Services

California voters have an opportunity on Elec-
tion Day, November 2nd, to stop State politi-
cians from raiding local taxpayer funds that are
supposed to be used at the local level for vital
local services like emergency 911 response, po-
lice, fire, libraries, parks, transportation im-
provements and more. Your Yes vote on
Proposition 22 will stop State raids of local gov-
ernment funds once and for all.

For too long, Sacramento politicians have used
loopholes in the law to take billions in taxpayer
funds dedicated by the voters to local govern-
ment and transportation services. Just last year
the State took $5 billion in local revenues to bal-
ance their budgets. In contrast, the Town of
Moraga (where I serve on the Council) must live
within its means. We must pass a budget that is
honest, on-time, and balanced each year.

The billions of dollars taken by state raids have
forced deep cuts locally in services that we all
depend on every day. For example, in Moraga
we had planned on using COPS funding for
local police services to pay for a police officer to
bring the Town back up to full strength — but the
State deleted this longstanding program from
next year’s budget. Also, neighborhood street
maintenance in Moraga is underfunded at the
present time. Without the protection of Propo-
sition 22, we anticipate that the State will likely
cut Gas Tax funding that you pay for local
streets, further eroding our ability to arrest the
deterioration of our neighborhood streets. Don’t
be fooled by the State’s avoidance of Gas Tax
raids in the recently approved budget to avoid
possible voter support for Proposition 22. The
State’s mid-year budget revise will likely prove
that the current makeshift budget is woefully out
of balance. Without Proposition 22 Moraga, and
other local communities, will be at serious risk.

But by voting Yes on Proposition 22, we can
stop state lawmakers in Sacramento from raid-
ing funds that don’t belong to them. Prop. 22
will:

» STOP the State from taking or borrowing
local tax dollars dedicated to cities and
counties to fund vital local services.

» STOP the State from taking or diverting gas
taxes we pay at the pump that voters have
dedicated to transportation purposes.

By stopping State raids, Prop. 22 will protect the
vital local government services that protect pub-
lic safety, improve our local economies, and en-
hance our quality of life, including:

e 9-1-1 emergency dispatch

* Paramedic response

 Fire protection

* Senior services

» Neighborhood parks and recreation programs
e Local libraries

By voting Yes on Prop. 22, we also protect gas
tax funds from state raids. We can ensure that
gas taxes we pay at the pump are used, as voters
intended, to:

* Fund road safety improvements

* Fund pothole repair

* Fund traffic congestion relief

¢ Fund mass transit, like buses and commuter rail

Prop. 22 is a straightforward measure. Prop 22
simply ensures that our existing local tax dollars
and existing gas taxes cannot be taken away by
the state politicians again. It requires State leg-
islators to stop raiding funds that don’t belong
to them. And most important during these tough
economic times, Prop 22 will not increase taxes.

That’s why Prop. 22 is supported by such a
broad and diverse coalition of public safety,
labor, business and taxpayer groups, community
groups, senior and local governments groups in-
cluding:

e California Fire Chiefs Association

e Peace Officers Research Association
of California, representing 60,000
public safety members;

e California Police Chiefs Association

¢ AAA Northern California

 (California Library Association, representing
3,000 librarians across California

e California Transit Association

* League of California Cities

» Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Group

e California Chamber of Commerce

e More than 300 cities and towns

Literally hundreds of groups support Prop. 22
because it will protect the services you and I de-
pend on every single day. I urge your YES vote
on Prop. 22 on November 2nd.

For more information visit www.savelocalser-
vices.com, join our Facebook page or follow us
on Twitter @yesonprop22.

Dave Trotter
Moraga
(Dave Trotter is a Moraga Town Council Member)

Setting the Record Straight

Lafayette has much to be positive about — stable home
values, a balanced city budget and a AAA bond rat-
ing, a new and well used library, a key open space ac-
quisition. As City Council incumbents, Brandt
Andersson and Don Tatzin have run positive cam-
paigns, focusing on their accomplishments, the high
citizen satisfaction with Lafayette and its government,
and their vision for the future.

When a campaign claim was made that “families with
children (K-11)” aren’t represented on the City Coun-
cil, Mayor Andersson made a lighthearted refutation
of one challenger’s refusal to acknowledge that 12th
grade is part of the public school system. That can-
didate seemed to dismiss Mayor Andersson’s 12th
grader and the fact that he has raised his children for
the past 17 years in Lafayette schools. Certainly he
has/does represent a “family with children” on the
City Council.

‘When campaign statements and literature claimed the
downtown plan cost the Redevelopment Agency
more than twice the actual, documented cost, Ander-
sson and Tatzin let it slide, because a campaign ought
to be about issues and policies. When campaign ma-
terials claimed that the Lafayette Homeowners Coun-
cil opposed the downtown plan (and the LHC had
taken no such position), Andersson and Tatzin let the
Homeowners Council respond.

However, in a letter to the editor and a campaign ad-
vertisement, both published in the previous issue of
the Lamorinda Weekly, one candidate has abandoned
all pretense of a positive campaign. [ am compelled to
respond.

The letter from a key supporter of the challenger
claims that Andersson “voted for multifamily hous-
ing” on the Christmas tree lot across from Acalanes
High School. FALSE. In fact, the Council’s first vote
was to send the staff recommendation of multifamily
housing back for investigation of single family op-
tions. A second vote resulted from a discussion of
whether to support 5-acre or 2.5-acre low density sin-
gle family zoning. Two councilmembers supported
2.5-acre zoning, and three supported 5-acre zoning.
All of them supported low density residential zoning.
It’s in the minutes of those meetings. One could look
it up. Andersson’s comments at the time, rejecting the
multifamily option, refuted the claim that it was a
commercial/residential “transition” zone, noting that
it was farther from BART than many single family
homes in Lafayette.

The letter then claims that Andersson favors a “semi-
urban” downtown, repeating a claim made on the
campaign’s website and the campaign ad. FALSE.

JOIN IT

This claim apparently stems from a single comment
at the Lafayette Homeowners Council candidate
forum in 2006 in a discussion of definitions, not pol-
icy. The detailed notes taken by the secretary of the
Homeowners Council describe that discussion of def-
initions. One could look it up. He has never sug-
gested that “semi-urban” development is desirable.
As a member of the Downtown Advisory Commit-
tee, I have noted that Andersson would consider all
options and judge them on their balance of retail,
housing, and open space. His greatest concern was/is
trying to find a way to maintain and encourage the
great diversity of buildings and blocks and views of
the surrounding hills that are the hallmark of down-
town Lafayette.

The campaign ad states the completely unsubstanti-
ated cost of the downtown plan. In August, the cam-
paign used the correct cost; then it suddenly more
than doubled it and has repeated that inflated num-
ber, $2,000,000, for nearly two months. FALSE.
City staff has provided the actual documented costs to
the Lafayette Redevelopment Agency for consultants,
staff time, and expenses -- $872,000, less than half of
the total claimed. Another $200,000 was received in
grants dedicated for use in the EIR and climate
change study. One could have asked.

The ad further claims that Lafayette’s Redevelopment
Agency bonded for development funds under low
bond ratings. FALSE. A candidate who understands
the range of bond ratings available to redevelopment
agencies in cities the size of Lafayette would realize
that the bond ratings for both the city and the rede-
velopment agency are quite high. One could have
asked.

Any candidate is entitled to question the policies and
positions of other candidates. But no candidate is en-
titled to make up his/her own facts. It is sad to see a
campaign devote most of its effort to tearing down
the current City Council that by any objective stan-
dard has served its citizens with integrity, dedication,
and success.

I sincerely hope that future campaigns can be con-
ducted with a respectful discourse on the important
issues facing Lafayette, as has been the practice in the
past. In this election I support the re-election of
Brandt Andersson and Don Tatzin who have done ex-
traordinary work for our Lafayette.

Sincerely,

Erling Horn

Lafayette

(Erling Horn is a former Mayor of Lafayette)

Join our Public Forum

* Police and sheriff patrols

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit
Letters to the Editor, don't despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you'd like to be considered for the Public Forum.
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Classes Offered

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

College Essay Help

Need Help with Your
College Essay?

Low Cost Assistance
Motivation and Revisions!
PhD. Higher Education
jari94556@comcast.net

$3 per linein bold,
§2 per reqular line,
3 lines minimum

(max 30 Characters per line)
Submit online:
www.lamorinda
weekly.com

Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706 &

robbiednbr@gmail.com

PIANO LESSONS

Accepting students of all
ages. Twenty-five plus years
of experience. Studio at
Lafayette/Pleasant Hill
border. Call 925-765-8646.

Distributors Wanted

Candle Distributors
Wanted
Clean Burning Candles
Retailing, Fundraising & More
Training and Support Provided
877-779-0040

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.

Insured and bonded 376-1004.
Service

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.

Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Construction

Handyman

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK
All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

T (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION

Foundations, drainage, remodel
small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda

WWW.SWartsco.com
Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED
Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Handyman - experienced in
all types of home repairs.

I am glad to discuss your repair
or project and provide the best
solution at a reasonable rate.
Please call me, Carson at (925)
708-7059. 1 show up. | clean up.

Plumbing

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFropPlumbing.com

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Painting

T & T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga



