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New Location! 251 Lafayette Circle #240, Lafayette

*New
Oowners

*New
Attitude

*30

Years

in the
Industry!

By Sophie Braccini

Tum Mao’s family
enni Lipa and Ksenija Olmer
were destined to meet. The New

York travel agent (Lipa) specializing

in international luxury spa vacations

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd and the Orinda mom (Olmer) on a
in Lafayette mission to save the world may seem
O25.284-4440 an unlikely pair, but they clicked last

lamarindafloors.com

January in Cambodia, around a well.
From this connection emerged
Travel with a Purpose, which will
take twenty interested adventurers to
Cambodia in 2011.

The two planned excursions
of ten travelers each, one departing
in March and the second in October,
will support the Friends of Cambo-

Support dian Child's Dream Organization

. (Friends of CCDO). The first group
Lamorinda Wee kly will meet in Bangkok on March 27
by shopping with and will depart for Siem Reap the
our advertisers next morning. For four days the

and telling
them you saw

group will visit the famed Angkor
Wat Temples in the mornings; in the
afternoons travelers will interact
with schools and orphanages and

their ad! visit a Silk Farm and Artisans
Your local free D'Angkor, an organization dedicated
N ewspaper to the survival of Khmer culture

for Lamorinda

through its arts and crafts. The group
will then visit Laos from April 1-4.
Those wanting further adventures

Photo provided
can visit the city of Chiang Mai in
the north of Thailand, or continue
their journey in Myanmar (formerly
Burma).

Lipa says she priced the trip at
cost, “I’m a travel agent, specializ-
ing in high-end spa all over the
world; this is my way to give back,”
she explains.

The story started three years
ago when Lipa met Pandra Ou dur-
ing a trip to Cambodia. He had been
her guide during her vacation and as
he drove her and a friend back to the
airport she asked him about his next
job. The young man, in his mid
twenties, explained that he had been
raising money to build wells for fam-
ily farms. “The women and the chil-
dren can spend hours every day
transporting water to their homes and
fields,” explains Lipa, “the farms are
scattered across the countryside and
no centrally located water supply can
suffice.” Lipa inquired as to the price
of a well — $220 — she and her friend
dug into their purses and gathered the
money. “This is for another well,”
she told Ou.

“I was not expecting to hear
from him again,” remembers Lipa,

Traveling and Contributing In Cambodia

“but a few weeks later I received a
report with pictures about ‘my’
well.” This was the beginning of
their collaboration. Since then, both
the local and US organizations have
incorporated as non-profits, about
300 wells have been dug, and
Friends of CCDO also supports an
orphanage and four schools.

Last January, Olmer and her
family decided to go to Cambodia.
A characteristic of the Olmers’ va-
cations is that they go to places
where they can make a difference.
“We had heard about (Lipa’s) or-
ganization in the Siem Reap region
and were very impressed with the
loving care, efficiency and trans-
parency of the management,” said
Olmer.

She started to correspond with
Lipa and decided to lend a hand.
“When (Lipa) came for a visit to
California [ organized a presentation
through the local American Associ-
ation of University Women
(AAUW) chapter's International
Travel Club. Their response, enthu-
siasm and generosity always sur-
prises me, but this time they outdid
themselves."

AAUW members and their
friends donated funds for four new
wells, a new kitchen for the orphan-
age, and a scholarship fund for vil-
lage children. They were also
interested in traveling to Cambodia
and asked Olmer and Lipa if they
would organize a trip. “I've always
been passionate about combining
travel with grass roots philanthropy,"
said Olmer, "this time I am excited
to create an opportunity for others."
The tour will be guided by Ou.

For more information, contact
Olmer at xenija@aol.com or Lipa at
jenni@spatrek.com. For more in-
formation about CCDO go to
www.friendsofced.org.

Moraga Scout, Town,
Thank Veterans in

November
By Cathy Dausman
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€€ In recognition and memory

of all men and women
who have given their lives for
the sake of our freedom, may we
never forget.”

A new veteran’s memorial
was dedicated in the Moraga
Commons on November 11. The
memorial was developed by Tony
Knox, a Campolindo High School
junior, in cooperation with local
Kiwanis and the Moraga Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Knox is a Life Scout in
BSA Troop 246 this was his
Eagle project.

More than sixty people at-
tended the hour-long ceremony,
which opened with bagpipe
music, the posting of the colors
and singing of the national an-
them. Author and Vietnam vet-

Tony Knox and Supervisor Gayle Uilkema at the new veterans memorial.

Photo Cathy Dausman

eran Tim Haslam read from his
memoir Stars & Stripes and
Shadows. Dignitaries included
Moraga Mayor Ken Chew Mor-
aga Police Chief Robert Priebe
and Contra Costa District 2 Su-
pervisor Gayle Uilkema.

The memorial rests along-
side the Lamorinda Trail Loop
adjacent St. Mary’s Road. Its in-
scription includes an eagle,
seven service insignias (Army,
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard,
Marines, the US Merchant Ma-
rine and Army National Guard)
and an excerpt from a World
War I era poem.

Knox sees the memorial as
an ongoing “work in progress”
and expects to see the eagle
painted, and landscaping and
lighting in the future.
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Pet sitting

Pet care

Underpinning

Construction

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

. . on,
Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish i} Fpps
4
Play-Time - Walks - Feeding eiosamy
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience
Lamorinda|

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649
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ALL FURLOVE PET CARE
Book Your Holiday Visits Now!

# Daily Pet Visits while you're away
# Mid-Day Dog Walks
# Bonded & Insured

(925) 212-7422

Maureen Goldlist, Lafayette resident
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[ www.AllFurLovePetCare.com
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UNDERPINNING

BULLOMNG FOUNRATIONS - LIFTAMG - LEVELING - STABILEZING

07 310-0602

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation ¢ Remodeling

Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs

Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

Pilates Skin care Yard/Clean up work Construction
Pilates A Sz Call Tony at (925) 497-3741 ADDITO/NS & RENOVATIONS
. ——— ' DESIGN / PERMIT & BUILD SERVICES
No Pain! s : el Tree Service FOUNDATION & FRAMING

Personal Attention

ke Get Fit
= 925-708-3279

COREKINETICS-Pilates Studio Orinda

« Free fitness analysis with first lesson

« Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems
+ Custom workouts-all bodies welcome

« Private and semi private classes

- Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

look great every day

Give your skin the

attention it deserves!

Special Offer with this ad:| Elizabeth Buddington
Certified Medical Esthetician

20% O_ﬁ Healthy www.Med-EstheticsRx.com

Glow Treatment* Call for an appointment

*limit one per customer 925-258-0055
50 Vashell Way suite 230 Orinda, CA 94563

Heating & Airconditioning

Gardening

NANIHEATING AND ARCONDITIONING INC

+ FURNACE INSTALLATION

¢+ CUSTOM FLASHING,

+ GUTTERS (COPPER, ALUMINUM, GALYV.)
¢ SKYLIGHTS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
925-726-7846

nanihvac@gmail.com CALIC # 861745

J. Limon Gardening

Maintenance/Clean-up i s
Monthly Service \
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

25 yrs. experience

License #: 018287

in Lamorinda

1 Trimming-Pruning
Brush Clearance
Gutter cleaning
Hauling Debris

Free Estimate and
|| Reasonable Prices

o Bl |

L;c#5001386
www.Housecleaninggardening.com

1x

$45
$55
$60

Blk&white:
One color:
Full color:

6Xx

$40
$50
$55

RETAINING WALL
DECK, BALCONIE & SIDING
SOFT STORY EARTHQUAKE RETROFIT

More than 20 Years of Experience
Civil Engineer Lic.#043437
General Contractor Lic.#564297

925-253-1000
SAFE ENGINEERING

12x
$35
$45
$50

Call 925-377-0977

design included, restrictions may apply
Offer your Services
Your ad will reach more then 23,000 homes
and businesses in Lamorinda.






