Wednesday, November 24, 2010

Correction, issue date
10/27/10, page L3,
‘Round the Clock We Go:

' We incorrectly identified one

of the owners of Clocks Etc. as
George Hampton — actually he
is Scott Hampton (we knew

- better - sorry, Scott).
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Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.
Call Keith for your real estate needs!
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SMC Dancers in Fragments

By Lou Fancher

aint Mary’s College Dance

Company will present works
of substance in Fragments, the an-
nual fall concert running December
2nd though the 4th.

Traveling high on the pres-
tige of last spring’s performance as
invited guests to the National Col-
lege Dance Festival at the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, five
senior students will premiere new
work.

Program Director Catherine
Davalos came to the department 14
years ago. There was one dance
major,” she says, “now, there are 40
dancers in the company, and the
number of classes has gone from 2
to 40. Our next challenge is how
to house all this growth!”

Participation in local and na-
tional showcases has “raised the
bar of the technique of the
dancers,” according to Davalos.
“Last year, we won our conference
title,” she says, borrowing from
sports lingo, “that’s how you get to
the Kennedy Center.”

With plans to attend the 2011
conference and a number of gigs in

ereis, Is in Your Mind.

the Bay Area, Davalos is commit-
ted to plugging her dancers into as
many opportunities as possible.
She is particularly proud of the
work premiering at the LeFevre
Theatre in December: “We at-
tract—and keep—a higher caliber
of dancer to our program now.”
Zhe Jerry Lin’s A Time When
the World was Silent promises a
personal statement about human
devaluation. Drawing from the
Nanjing Massacre of 1937, a bru-
tal conflict between the Japanese
and Chinese people and a story Lin
was told countless times by his par-
ents and grandparents, Lin says the
solo has allowed him to explore
human values and emotions.
Hailey Yaffee, will dive into
matters of faith with Pardon the
Spiritual Minds, a group piece with
original music by E.J. Youngblood.
“We had many phone conversa-
tions to listen to the sections of
music he created and from there we
would figure out what worked and
what didn't,” Yaffee explains. “He
also attended some of my dance re-
hearsals. In the end, I described the
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emotions [ wanted my dancers to
feel while dancing and he created a
theme that fit that motif.”

Lauren Rose O'Leary’s
green, blue, brown, hazel, is a
dance focused on unleashing the
deepest personal traits of each
dancer.

Melissa Weik, a Communi-
cation major with a minor in dance,
is combining the two disciplines in
infectious ripple (are you Happy
now?). Reflecting Weik’s global
outlook, four dancers, searching for
bliss, find it through a fifth, central
character.

Tali Stevens is a Lafayette
native who studied at the Califor-
nia Academy of Performing Arts in
Moraga. Stevens dares to address
fear in All There is, is in Your Mind,
allowing the emotion to fill the
stage, before the dancer at the cen-
ter of the storm breaks free and
conquers the dark shadows.

Lin and Yaffee, who had the
opportunity to speak about SMC’s
dance program, praise the depart-
ment’s intellectual training, as
much as the physical rigor. Per-

forming at the Kennedy center was
a highlight for both dancers. “The
Kennedy Center has such an in-
credible history of hosting talented
performers and to be a part of that
legacy was unreal. It will forever
be one of my fondest memories,”
Yaffee says. Lin describes the op-
portunity as “breath-taking,” and “a
true honorary experience.”

Saint Mary’s College Dance
Company’s “Fragments”
LeFevre Theatre

December 2-4,2010 at 8pm
A feedback discussion with
the choreographers will fol-
low the Friday performance
on December 3rd.

Free Admission

Box Office:

(925) 631-4670
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e Remodels

e Additions

e Custom Homes
¢ Kitchens

e Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value
engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

Call 925-323-6582
email: nlgionet@Ilga-db.com www.lga-db.com

Uhe Best of Blaspbemy!

"The Best of Blasphemy is
irreverent soul food for skeptics
and wise-asses.” Joe Raiola,
Senior Editor of Mad Magazine

14 great songs of pure unadulterated fun!
= Available on CD or digital download

ww.bestofblasphemy.com

“The Squire” Publisher Found

By Cathy Tyson

John Mustard

€€ Reports of my death have
been greatly exagger-

ated,” jokes John Mustard via
phone from his current home in
Hampshire, Illinois.

As reported in August of
this year, “The Squire” newspa-
per that Mustard published from
1968 - 1973 was very similar to
the Lamorinda Weekly, reporting
on local events in Lafayette,
Orinda and Moraga.

A request was made in the
story, “Blast from the Past: The
Squire” for input about the
paper. Although a few residents
commented, and despite a thor-
ough search, Publisher John
Mustard could not be located.
Just last week, out of the blue
this reporter got a phone call
from Illinois, from none other
than John Mustard.

Now retired, he recalled
starting the paper back in 1968
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with $500 and a vision,
but unfortunately no
business plan. The in-
dependent newspaper
originally began in
Moraga, according to
Mustard; his two main
advertisers,  grocery
stores in Moraga, en-
couraged him to branch
out to Lafayette.

The first edition of the
newly expanded paper
was born the week of
the election — when
Lafayette first incorpo-
rated. “The entire five
years — we careened
from one financial crisis
to another,” said Mus-
tard. He describes it as
a “constant struggle,”
some of the employees
had to wait for paychecks. In the
end he declared bankruptcy,
“Which has been weighing on
me all these years.”

“It was a fun job,” said
Dian Overly, former graphic
artist for The Squire. “Even
when we had to move several
times, as I recall, from office to
office (probably part of the fi-
nancial problems); and from the
Squire experience, | moved on
to the Lesher organization.

Mustard explained that the
final straw was the butcher
strike against supermarkets.
Overnight he lost one-third of
his revenue when the grocery
stores stopped advertising. He
recalled that at the time local
stores had their own butchers,
but chain grocery stores wanted
to consolidate butchering to a
central location. In addition
Dean Lesher, owner of the Con-

tra Costa Times, was buying up
quite a few of the smaller local
papers and allegedly putting
pressure on advertisers.

After the paper shut down,
Mustard worked for a while for
the Montclarion selling adver-
tising, “that didn’t work out too
well,” he said.

Then he purchased, with
the help of a partner, the Clare-
mont Press where he did all the
production work. He moved on
to the 7ri-Valley News where he
was Editor and General Man-
ager of the Danville office.

Following that, he heard of
anew paper through an acquain-
tance that was opening in south-
ern Oregon. Because he wanted
to get out of the rat race and find
good schools for his kids, it
seemed like a good opportunity.
When the recession came along
the never stellar economy of
southern Oregon dried up as did
that paper. The local fire chief
was a good friend; he suggested
doing a newsletter for the fire
district. “That was a huge hit,
everyone loved it,” Mustard
commented.

In 1984 he moved to the
Midwest and is retired now, al-
though he enjoys his hobby -
model trains. Prior to retire-
ment, Mustard had a job as an
Information Technology Re-
cruiter.

As he looks back to the
days of the newsroom on
Golden Gate Way he’s disap-
pointed, “I was never able to
deliver a quality product.” In
retrospect he calls it a “Won-
derful experience. I still love
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda.”
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Open Studio Time - Fashion & Sewing Classes - Workshops - Custom Embroidery - Birthday Parties - Girl Scouts

Ballet Classes

FALL CLASSES

Master Instructor, Jami Fender-Cronin - 32 Years Exp.

SIGNUD NOW

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

376-7500

The Best Day of the Year to Buy
Sewing & Embroidery Equipment

Each year at Thanksgiving we kick off the Holidays and offer
O our best deals on new and used equipment and accessories.
Brother “Black Friday” promotions on some machines include
FREE Dell Mini Netbooks and up to $400 in savings.

Special one-day offers on demo and used equipment,
notions and accessories, sewnow! Project Kits, fabrics, and
other great Holiday gift ideas in all price ranges.

ga Rd, Lafayette (925)283-7396 www.sewnow.com
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MARA

CONSTRUCTION

License # 586512

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20" YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

« NEW CUSTOM BUILDS
+ ADDITIONS

+ CUSTOM KITCHENS

« CUSTOM BATHS

+ DOORS/WINDOWS

- TILE/PAVERS

- FOUNDATIONS: CALLFORA
« RE-LEVELING
« STRUCTURAL REPAIR F R E E
- DRAINAGE SYSTEMS ESTIMATE

- RETAINING WALL ANTHONY

- ELECTRICAL/CUSTOMWIRING | | MARAMONTE

WWW.MARACONSTRUCTION.coM - 510-385-8251 . maraConst@comcast.net
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Warning! Do Not Set Up A Living Trust Until You
Read This FREE Report That Reveals The Biggest

Mistakes Peop

o You Have A Living Trust, Or
Are You Thinking About
Setting One Up? Either Way, You
Must Read The FREE Report
Called, “How To Avoid Making
The 6 Biggest Mistakes When

Setting Up A Livi
This Report Reveals

le Make With Their Trusts!

About Living Trusts. Call Toll-Free
1-800-251-4298, 24 Hrs., For A Free
Recorded Message To Get The
Copy Of The Report That Could
Save You Thousands in needless
expenses! Call NOW, while this is

1 fresh on your mind, and discover

ng Trust
The Truth

what you’re missing!






