
www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:  Wednesday, December 8, 2010 L1

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 
• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 

• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of

pleated and washable filters.
Exp. December 31, 2010

Do business 

with a 

neighbor.

We Hop To It 

$200 off

We Hop To It 

$89 off

We Hop To It 

$59 off

LeapFrog Plumbing says...
Save up to $1700
on energy­efficient 
water heaters

We’re local, 
family-owned & 

We Hop To It 

Going, going, gone...

up to $1500 tax credit

expires 12/31/10

Holiday times are a joy…
but they can overload your
plumbing! With the tax credit set
to expire next month (!), now
may be the time to install a new
hybrid or tankless water heater.

Head Frog Mo Williams, certified
tankless water heater specialist,
will help you choose the right
solution for your household.

Mo’s Holiday saving specials:

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service

CA Lic
929641

Table 24 is now open at Theatre
Square in Orinda

Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner
Open every day at 8 AM!!!
Special Grand Opening Offer: Free Coffee 

Monday thru Thursday w Breakfast 8-10:30 AM  Please bring this ad in to redeem the offer.

Theatre Square, Orinda
925-254-0124
www.table24orinda.com

Dirty House?

www.totalclean.biz
376.1004

The Caldecott Tunnel—History in the Making
By Andrea A. Firth

Tunnel building technology

has changed significantly

since a group of merchants

from Oakland pooled their re-

sources to fund the first hand-

dug passageway through the

hills over 100 years ago. What

hasn’t changed is how long it

takes to tunnel through the dirt

and bedrock between Orinda on

the east side and Oakland on the

west.  

Construction of the 4th

bore of the Caldecott Tunnel,

which got underway in Febru-

ary of this year, utilizes a new

Austrian tunneling method with

a sophisticated piece of ma-

chinery called a roadheader that

was shipped in pieces from

Germany and reassembled at

the tunnel construction site. It

will take about three and half to

four years to complete the 4th

bore, which is about the same

amount of time it took to build

bores 1 and 2 of the tunnel in

the late 1930’s and the third

bore in the mid-1960’s.

“Tunnel building is a

slow, methodical process,” said

Jeff Weiss, Public Information

Officer for Caltrans, in his pres-

entation about the Caldecott

Fourth Bore Project to the at-

tendees of the Orinda Historical

Society Annual dinner. Weiss

was joined by Ray Mailhot, a

39-year Caltrans veteran and

the de facto historian of the

Caldecott Tunnel, who shared

his experiences as supervisor of

the tunnel along with old pho-

tos and video footage.

“It was a wet, dark tunnel,”

said Mailhot, describing the

original tunnel that opened in

1903. The 1,040 foot-long tun-

nel, which was first called the

Kennedy Tunnel and later

dubbed the Old Broadway Tun-

nel, was dug from both sides and

did not meet in the middle creat-

ing a four-foot jog at the center.

A few of the dinner attendees re-

called going through the one-

way, 17-foot wide passage built

with timber supports. Travelers

would set wads of newspaper on

fire to signal drivers on the other

side to wait until they had passed

through until a lantern system

was put in place. 

Traffic through the early

tunnel had grown to 30,000 ve-

hicles a week when construc-

tion on bores 1 and 2, known as

the Lower Broadway Tunnel,

began in 1934. “Bores 1 and 2

were completely hand-dug with

the excavated dirt hauled out on

train tracks,” said Mailhot. “It

was dangerous, and there were

frequent cave-ins, almost

weekly,” he added. Up to 1,000

men living in temporary hous-

ing alongside the project

worked on the bores at any one

time, and three workers were

killed in a cave-in.

Orinda resident John

Kirby shared a postcard that his

mother, Peg Kirby, had received

confirming that she was one of

the first one thousand individu-

als to travel through the Lower

Broadway Tunnel when it

opened in 1937—a trek she

made on horseback. The twin

bores are each 3,610 feet long

with a 14-foot 10-inch vertical

clearance and two 11-foot wide

lanes without any shoulders.

Traffic through the Lower

Broadway Tunnel had reached

55,000 vehicles a day before the

third bore was opened in 1964

to help relieve the congestion.

The third bore is a bigger and

more sophisticated tunnel and

may be one of the safest places

to be during an earthquake, said

Mailhot. He confirmed that the

Wildcat Fault runs through the

tunnel but added that he was

told that the bore’s construction

could survive a strong shake,

“The third bore is so well built.

The walls of the tunnel are six

to seven feet thick at four feet

high.”

The Caldecott Tunnel has

not been without accident or

tragedy. In 1982, a woman

stopped her car inside the tun-

nel and got out to use the emer-

gency phone. A gas tanker

following her car struggled to

stop and was then clipped by a

bus that was barreling through.

A 2,000 degree flame shot

through the tunnel and seven

people perished. “All of the

tiles popped off the tunnel

walls,” said Mailhot, “It looked

like a cave afterward.” 

... continued on page L2

Construction on the east side of the 4th bore of the Caldecott Tunnel, October 2010. Photo  Albin Reinhart

Construction of bores 1 and 2 of the Caldecott Tunnel in the 1930's. Photo courtesy of the Orinda Historical Society

Where is
your home
value
going? UP
or DOWN?

call Alex Gailas
Broker, Owner, CRS, GRI, CFS

925-254-7600

Find out:
www.lafayettehouseprices.com
Experience and knowledge

Office: 925-254-7600  
Cell: 925-788-0229
AG@AGRealty1.com
Search MLS at 
AlexGailas.com 

Alex Gailas

•




