Page: L8

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

SPORTS 1AMORINDA'S LOCAL SPORTS
Matador Football Turns Heads in Playoffs

By Alex Crook

]
Ross Anderson (9) drops back to throw

Miramonte, the only Lam-
orinda high school foot-
ball team to escape the first round
of post-season play, defeated #11
San Marin in the second round
on November 27 before falling in
the third round to #2 Cardinal
Newman on December 3.
Miramonte tied with Al-
hambra for the regular season
league title with a 9-1 record and
was given a third seed.
Miramonte blew by Analy
in the first round to host San
Marin. San Marin shocked Al-
hambra the week before.
Miramonte started their
first drive confident, as back-to-
back 14-yard runs put the Mats
on the Mustangs’ 16 yard line.
However, in the next play junior
quarterback Ross Anderson fum-
bled and turned the ball over.

Later, the Matadors drove
down the field 86 yards to set up
a one-yard touchdown run by
senior running back John
Coupin, which put the Mats up 7-
0 late in the first quarter.

The second-team all-DFAL
running back added another
touchdown to finish with 16 car-
ries for 125 yards. Behind
Coupin, Miramonte rolled to a
23-0 shutout of San Marin to ad-
vance.

Coupin, like many of his
teammates and coaches, was op-
timistic about a successful year
and expected this playoff run:
“I’m not that surprised actually, I
thought we were going to be very
strong from the very beginning of
the season. I thought we had the
potential to go undefeated.”

The Mats, winners of their
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last six, put their nearly perfect
11-1 record on the line a week
later against a traditional power-
house in second-seeded Cardinal
Newman.

Cardinal Newman’s de-
fense showed up at the beginning
and stopped Miramonte on their
first possession. Newman gradu-
ally made their way down the
field, and junior running back
Stephen Tomasin punched it in
from one yard out to put the vis-
itors up 7-0.

Late in the first quarter, it
was Miramonte’s turn to drive
and Anderson connected with
Coupin on a screen pass that ac-
counted for 23 yards, setting up a
15-yard touchdown run for An-
derson within a minute to play in
the quarter. The first twelve min-
utes ended in a 7-7 deadlock, but
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John Coupln (33) blocks the pass

it was Miramonte who carried
the momentum.

Cardinal Newman stormed
back with an answer on their en-
suing possession, with a touch-
down in the first minute of play
of the second quarter as Tomasin
again ran it in, this time from 30
yards out for a 14-7 Cardinal
lead.

Newman rolled from there,
as Miramonte was outscored in
the quarter 21-3, with the lone
field goal coming from 47 yards
out from senior kicker Anthony
Piganelli.

As the game went on, the
Matadors tired out, and ended
their playoff run with a 42-17
home defeat at the hands of Car-
dinal Newman. The Mats fin-
ished their season with an 11-2
record.
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Anthony Plganelll makes the catch .
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State Champions!
Campolindo Volleyball Takes the Title

By Alex Crook
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EVENT CENTER at BAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
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find more photos at

http://dckimages.smugmug.com/Sports/Vollyball/120410-Campo-
Womans-Volleyball/14944703_XCEib#1115806227_mHwkb
or go to lamorindaweekly.com and click the link at the top of the story.

Left to right: Coach Scott Bishop, Anisa Smith, Mallory Loomis, Mary Vaccaro, Abbie Noland, Annie Shurtz, Chandler Moore, Brooke Standring, Lena Olufson, Sophie Seiberth,

front row: Kit Koelzer, Sophie Smith, Stacy Drury, Cassidy Abel, Kim Condie

Chandler Moore (#4)
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fter countless hours of prac-

tice, patience and determina-
tion, the Campolindo girls’
volleyball team finally got what
they rightfully deserved, the Divi-
sion III state championship. The
Cougars took down defending
champion Cathedral Catholic, from
San Diego, three sets to two on Sat-
urday, December 4. Cathedral
Catholic has played in the State
Championship the last three years
but Campo came prepared with a
game plan that didn’t need much al-
teration. Head coach Scott Bishop
said, “Other than changing serving
targets, we stuck to our game plan.
We scouted them extensively.”

Both teams came to play in
the most important match of the
year, and Campo had been prepar-
ing for handling the pressure all
season. Bishop said: “From day one
we teach that "Pressure is a Privi-
lege and Champions Take Risks.”
We seek out pressure knowing that
it has the opportunity to teach and
grow. We try to distance our focus
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on rewarding the win and only
praise them for stepping up to meet
that that challenge.”

Campo captured the momen-
tum in the first set of the match.
Both teams exchanged a one point
lead early in the opening set, until
four straight points for the Cougars
gave them the edge in the first
game.

Cathedral Catholic senior hit-
ter and captain Taylor Milton led a
comeback, and the Dons tied the
score at 23.

Again, the one point lead
went back and forth, but Cam-
polindo held on to edge out the win
in nail-biting fashion, 27-25.

The second set went almost
identical to the first, with the desig-
nated host Cougars starting strong,
and Cathedral Catholic fighting to
get back into it. Late in the set,
Campolindo rattled off three con-
secutive points, including a block
by Cougar senior middle blocker
Chandler Moore, tying the score at
20 and forcing Cathedral to call

time. But Campo held on to win 25-
23 in the second set.

Campo fans started to believe
that it would be possible to win their
first state championship since 2006.
On the other side of the court,
Cathedral Catholic had other plans.

In set three, it was the Dons’
turn to control the pace and Cathe-
dral Catholic found their thythm,
with Milton leading the way. De-
spite three straight hits landing out
of bounds, the Dons powered their
way to a 25-21 set victory to force
a fourth set.

In set four, things would again
go Cathedral’s way, as the Dons led
the entire set to more comfortably
force a fifth and final set, 25-18 and
tie the score at two sets apiece.

The fifth set was hard fought
and again the teams traded points
early. The final point was won off a
long rally which ended with Cathe-
dral Catholic’s error.

“I am very pleased to have
had the opportunity to see them win
in this manner. It made the victory
so sweet,” Bishop said.

Senior Campo hitter Mary
Vaccaro was named Finals Most
Valuable Player for her outstanding
contribution to Campo’s champi-
onship win; she recorded a double-
double with 20 kills, 17 digs.

Vaccaro pointed to team ef-
fort as key to the team’s success:
"This season has been the greatest
team experience for me, and I have
never been on a team where every-
one cares about each other so much.
This season and state title were a
total team effort, and that is what al-
lowed us to beat teams throughout
the season that looked better on
paper, and to win the state title beat-
ing the best team we have faced all
year. We have great individual play-
ers, but the best part about us is that
we come together as a team more
so than any other teams that center
around one or two star players."

Vaccaro will play for West
Point next year.

The Campolindo girls’ vol-
leyball team has a slogan of “Si Se
Puede.” The popular translation
from Spanish is, “Yes we can.” All
season long, these Cougars never
took their eyes off the prize and, in
the end, their determination re-
warded them with a state title.





