
The Lamorinda Weekly re-

cently received an anony-

mous, but very concerned, note

from a resident.  According to

the writer, “within the next two

to three years… PG&E will be

removing all the trees over 17

feet tall within 100 feet in either

direction of the high voltage

lines.  This would remove most

of the trees on Mulholland

Ridge and make the neighbor-

hoods an eyesore.”  The Town

of Moraga halted the removal

of these trees last spring – so

what happened?

Since the Town put a stop

to the tree removal, PG&E and

the Planning Department

worked on tree removal per-

mits, and replacement, in com-

pliance with the Moraga

municipal code that regulates

the removal of historic and na-

tive trees.  

On October 25th, the

Planning Department received

a communication from PG&E’s

legal department citing a recent

California Court of Appeal,

Third Appellate District, pub-

lished opinion that the Califor-

nia Public Utilities Commission

has jurisdiction over all of

PG&E’s tree trimming require-

ments, and that they supersede

any local requirements.  

“The Town of Moraga

does not have the authority to

regulate anymore,” confirmed

Moraga Planning Director Lori

Salamack, “PG&E can remove

trees that could interfere with

their lines.  For example, a dis-

tant tree that’s so tall that it

could interfere with the electric

lines if it fell will be removed.”

PG&E indicated that work

on Mulholland Ridge for 2010

had been completed and was

done in the interest of public

safety and reliability.  Agents

will patrol again in February of

2011, and then figure out their

plan of action, if any, going for-

ward.  
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Fruit theft, 11/11/10  Sometime

during the night an unknown sus-

pect snuck into a Silvia Court

backyard and removed fruit from

a Fuyu persimmon tree.  The

homeowner estimates the value

of the stolen persimmons at $300.

That’s a lot of persimmons.

Loud noise at swim meet,

11/13/10  A homeowner on Josefa

Place called police to complain

about excessive noise at a swim

meet at the Soda Aquatic center at

Campolindo High School.  The

disgruntled homeowner said she

will contact the Acalanes Union

High School District and the

Town of Moraga to discuss the

incident.  Good luck with that.

Attempted burglary, 11/29/10

Officers checked on a Francisca

Drive home at 10:30 in the morn-

ing.  Two female suspects were

seen at the time of the incidents.

The gal who attempted entering

the home was appropriately

dressed for the crime with black

clothes and a black backpack, her

hair in a bun.  Despite attire, the

pair didn’t actually break in the

home, so nothing was taken.

Incomplete burglary, 11/219/10

Would-be burglars strike again,

but get nothing.  The homeowner

right next door on Francisca Drive

came home to find her bathroom

window open, the master bed-

room screen torn and two broken

screens outside – but nothing

taken.  Finger prints were lifted

from the window sill and screens.   

Moraga
Town Council Wednesday, January 12, 7:30 pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School, 1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission Monday, January 3, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review Monday, December 13, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Liaison Friday, December 10, 8:00 am
Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

Town of Moraga online: www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network: www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

•   Police Report   •

Civic News

Please submit    Letters and Opinions:  
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Save up
to

$2,900
on a new Carrier System*

BILL INGRAHAM
Air Conditioning - Heating

www.billingrahamairconditioningheating.com
License# 472759

 *  Federal tax credits of up to $1,500 on qualifying Energy Star equipment. See your tax advisor for qualifications.  Must be placed  
 in service prior to 12/31/2010. WAC.  **    Rebate savings range from $50 to $1,200 depending on equipment purchased.   
 Expires 11/15/2010. See Bill Ingraham Air Conditioning - Heating for details.

A/C TUNE UP 
SPECIAL 

$89
(per system)

Offer Expires 9/30/2010

46 years of HVAC experience & serving the LaMorinda area for over 30 years
46 years of HVAC experience & serving the LaMorinda area for over 30 years

Offer Expires 12/31/2010

TUNE UP 

Providing Secure Investments since 1999

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN  
A BETTER TIME TO INVEST 

IN TRUST DEEDS

*APR, actual returns may vary

10%*

925-603-0433CALL TODAY

*APR, actual returns may vary

10%*

925-603-0433CALL TODAY

Providing Secure Investments since 1999

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN  
A BETTER TIME TO INVEST 

IN TRUST DEEDS

• Deeds of Trust on Bay
Area Properties

• Can Use Retirement Plan
Money, IRAs, 401K ...

• No Up-Front Fees or Costs
• 50-60% Loan to Value
• Min. $50,000 investment
• locally owned & operated

10%*

There’s nothing like a bit of

grant money to sweeten a

budget’s harsh reality.  Federal

funding can be hard to obtain,

and many long hours of effort

goes into preparing a grant pro-

posal that has no guaranteed re-

sults; time not easy to find in a

small town with a bare-bones

staff. Moraga Staff Engineer

John Sherbert is passionate about

improving the town’s energy ef-

ficiency, and put in the time – as

a result, Moraga will get $93,465

in grant money, and an 11-year

loan of $198,000 at 3% interest,

to fund a series of energy effi-

ciency projects (see sidebar). 

The funding is a combined

ARRA (American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act) grant and low-

interest loan that will permit the

Town to save 1/3 of its energy bill

over at least the next 20 years.

“John Sherbert did a yeo-

man effort of combining projects

and the projected energy savings

in order to maximize the Town’s

ability to receive funds,” says

Town Engineer and Public

Works Director Jill Mercurio,

“But, yes, the paperwork is un-

believable.” 

“At the Hacienda, two of

the furnaces are on their last legs

and we could not get the temper-

ature over the low 60s last winter,

even with the addition of electric

heaters,” says Sherbert.  The

Moraga Library is also in desper-

ate need of an upgrade to its an-

cient heating system.  Sherbert is

now waiting for an okay from the

California Energy Commission.

The contracts have been awarded

to the lowest bidders, and the

contractors lined-up to start the

work.  “We should be ready to

start in December,” he believes.

It will take longer for new

solar panels to appear on the roof

of 329 Rheem.  “We first need to

complete the retrofitting and the re-

modeling of the second floor of the

building,” Sherbert explains.  The

work is not anticipated to start be-

fore mid 2011, meaning that pan-

els should not be seen on the roof

before the second half of 2012.

Getting here was not easy.

Sherbert first had to convince the

hierarchy that seeking the grant

was worth his time.  “I re-

searched and proposed that pro-

gram at this time last year,” he

recalls, acknowledging that, al-

though Mercurio was always

supportive, his request was met

with skepticism.  

When he received approval

to proceed, he was stunned by

the amount of paperwork that

was required.  “The amount of

formalities exceeded by far what

I had anticipated,” said Sherbert.

He believes that this level of con-

trol and minutia, exerted espe-

cially at the federal level, is

probably adequate for multi-mil-

lion projects, but totally absurd

for small jurisdictions.  “I was in-

vited to talk at the California En-

ergy Commission and I told them

what I think,” says Sherbert. 

“Given the amount of ben-

efit that the Town will receive by

implementing these projects, it is

well worth the time and effort to

wade through the required re-

porting,” concludes Mercurio.

As always, she and her staff re-

main on the lookout for other

grant opportunities.

Moraga Saves Energy
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga’s newly-funded 
energy efficiency projects: 
- Replacement of the HVAC
boiler at the library with a
high-efficiency model
- Upgrade of the Hacienda de
las Flores’ three “forced-air” fur-
naces and the upstairs air con-
ditioner to high-efficiency
models
- Removal of the asbestos-cov-
ered ductwork in the Ha-
cienda crawl-space and
replacement with new insu-
lated ducts
- Insulation of the attics at the
Library, Hacienda, and Casita
- Upgrade, to LED, the street-
lights on Moraga’s main roads,
and the lighting in the Library,
Commons, and Hacienda
parking lot  
- Installation of occupancy
sensors in restrooms and en-
closed conference areas and
photo-sensors on the exterior
lighting at the Library, Ha-
cienda, and 329 Rheem
- Installation of a photo-voltaic
(PV) system on the roof of 329
Rheem

Mulholland Ridge Trees
Targeted
By Sophie Braccini

What’s Going on Here?
By Sophie Braccini

Some Moraga residents be-

came curious when they

saw heavy equipment plowing

the hill on the north side of

Rheem Boulevard, between

Saint Mary’s Rd and Moraga

Rd.  Is the development of the

Rancho Laguna property start-

ing already, even though the

project is still under review?

Short answer: No.

The work taking place on

the Rancho Laguna property is

part of the approved installation

of AT&T and Verizon Wireless

telecommunication antennas

that were approved by the Town

of Moraga in the first part of

2010.  The project will add nine

panel antennas on an exiting

PG&E tower, and an equipment

enclosure southeast of the

EBMUD Fayhill Reservoir.

According to the Design Re-

view Board resolution, the new

structure will be camouflaged

and appear to be part of the ex-

isting facility.

Construction workers secure the access to the At&T – Verizon site off 
Rheem Boulevard. Photo Sophie Braccini

Lose 30 to 45 pounds in 12 weeks!
Physician-Supervised Weight Loss • Dietary Guidance

Safe and Effective Medication • Long Term Weight Management

925-287-8777 •  www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Jumpstart Your Weight Loss

Walnut Creek & Pleasanton - (925) 287-8777
San Francisco (Financial District & Laurel Heights) & Marin - (415) 438-4999

Millbrae & Redwood City - (650) 701-1460

Ready -  Set  -  SELL!

Realtors
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A re you planning a move in 2011?
Stay ahead of the competition.  

Call me today to get the job done! 

Julie Barlier
www.JulieBarlier.com

jbarlier@rockcliff.com

(925) 588-4300
Bilingue anglais-français

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Look for your winter/spring activity guide in the
mail this week.  Activities from January to May,

summer camps preview, new Saint Mary’s 
College classes for the community, themed 

birthday party packages and a lot more.




