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BEB bank of choice.

Is a Reverse Mortgage Right for You?

¢ Retirement Income | Government Insured | No payments
* Tax free proceeds | Pay off debt | Estate Planning

* Pay off existing mortgage | No income or credit documentation
e Limited time $0 origination fee - $6,000 savings

e Call for additional advantages and our free brochure!

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #01218426

925-377-0977
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Community Service

Kiwanis See’s Candies

Fundraiser a Big Success
Submitted by Bob Reynolds and John Haffner

Linda Zoccoli, Karen Reed, and Dick Ayres.
Moraga Kiwanis has just con-

cluded a very successful ef-
fort to bring See’s Candies to
Lamorinda for the holidays. The
response was extraordinary. The
net proceeds from this fundraiser
will go to community service and
charitable organizations. These in-
cluded local causes such as the
Moraga Education Foundation, the
Education Foundation of Orinda,
Lafayette Partners in Education, the
Monument Crisis Center, and the
Food Bank.

Many of the people that came
through our doors said “Thank you,
Kiwanis for providing this service
to our community.” Moraga Kiwa-
nis would like to extend a big thank
you to Lamorinda — Thank you for
your support of our efforts to pro-

Some of the many Kiwanis members who assisted wi
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th the candy shop, from left: Tim Freeman,
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mote Lamorinda, to make it an even

better place to live and to raise our

children.

Moraga Kiwanis plans to be
back again next year, offering See’s
finest holiday California candies to
all in Lamorinda. More impor-
tantly, we look forward to putting
our funds to work in our communi-
ties.

The club also extends special
thanks to CVS, Kimco, and the
Moraga Farmers Market, which
generously provided us space for
this fundraiser.

Moraga Kiwanis meets every
Thursday at 7:15 a.m. at the Mor-
aga Valley Presbyterian Church.
Guests are always welcome. For
more information, go to www.Mor-
agaValleyKiwanis.Org.

Posh of Lafayette

By Sophie Braccini

hat would a cosmopoli-

tan woman with the
looks of a model and an artistic
taste in fashion do in Lafayette
when she decides to create a
new career for herself? Roya
Bayat’s answer to this question
was easy: Posh, a retail apparel
store for women. Located at the
corner of Mount Diablo Boule-
vard and Brown Avenue, the lit-
tle cottage she opened five
weeks ago is filled with sophis-
ticated, and very feminine, out-
fits and accessories that should
easily find a market in Lamor-
inda.

Bayat was raised in Iran
and lived in different countries
including Turkey and Italy. “I
love living in this country be-
cause I don’t feel like a for-
eigner here,” she says, “People
can be very friendly in other
countries, but if you have a for-
eign accent you will never be
considered one of them. It is not
the same here — people embrace
you, where ever you come
from.”

Bayat used to be a fashion
buyer. She is the mother of two
young children and is also an
artist —some of her paintings
and sculptures are displayed in
her store. “I cannot really make
a living with my art,” she says,
“but opening this store is a great

way to combine my love of
fashion and contributing to my
family.” Bayat says that she
loves making women beautiful.

Her worldly education
shows in the choice of unique
clothes she sells. “I fly to New
York showrooms at least once a
month to see collections and
order interesting things,” says
Bayat, “from my previous job
as a buyer I know all the dis-
tributors in person.” Her fa-
vorite creators are from New
York, Italy, France, Los Ange-
les and sometimes Spain. “I
like clothes that are fashionable,
luxurious and at the same time,
comfortable,” she says, “some-
thing you can wear to go pick
up the kids at school and look
marvelous in.”

The result is an assortment
of diverse outfits, from some
that exude simple elegance to
others that are more romantic or
bright.

“I have chosen a place
that’s still quite affordable and
I keep my operating expenses
low,” says Bayat, “I want peo-
ple here to have access to
unique fashion that’s not outra-
geously expensive.” The store
is small, and Bayat puts only a
few sizes on the racks, while
holding the rest in her storage
room — she carries sizes 2 to 10

Roya Bayat in her ew shop, Posh

(for some items) — priced from
$8 accessories to a few hundred
dollars for pieces of clothing.
“I feel fortunate to have
found the cottage, with a fagade
on Brown where the business
owners are so friendly, and the
opposite front on the plaza
that’s so charming,” says Bayat,
adding that she feels blessed to

Photo Sophie Braccini

have been warmly welcomed in
the neighborhood.

Posh is located at
The Forge

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette.
925-962-9691

*New
Owners

*New
Attitude

*30

Years

in the
Industry!

3344 Mt Diablo Blvd
in Lafayette
925-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com
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Fun Music for Kids at Terzetto — While You Eat!
1419 Moraga Way, Moraga, 376-3832
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Music group at Terzetto with teacher Carol Alban (standing
left with flute) and Terzetto owner Roos Pal (standing right)
Photo Sophie Braccini

A unique idea occurred to Terzetto Cuisine owner Roos
Pal when she met Carol Alban, a fellow Moragan and
music teacher: offering a free musical experience to
children in the restaurant, while their parents have din-
ner. “Tuesday night is our Kids’ Night, with a special
.99 cent children menu, and I had been thinking for a
while about adding some activities for children,” says
Pal. “Sometimes it is hard for parents to bring kids to a
restaurant; they deserve to have a relaxed dinner, too!”

When flutist and music professor Carol Alban came to
the restaurant to find a venue for a benefit concert for
Haiti, the two women started talking and the idea of
musical evenings for kids formed. “This is a free-for-
mat group lesson for children age 7 to 17,” explains
Alban, “There is a piano, along with keyboards and gui-
tars; some of my students come with their instruments,
others do not know anything about music. We explore
together, we play, we have fun and by the end of the
evening we can all play something together.” The mu-
sical Tuesdays are scheduled for the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month (in January, it will be on the
11th and the 25th), starting at 5:30 p.m. “We’ve done
it twice already and had 9-10 children participating,”
says Pal, “they liked it because there is no competition,
no pressure, and they just have fun with music.”
Alban’s way of teaching is about teaching the children
the joy of playing: “I think that each Tuesday will be
different, depending on who comes,” said Alban, “I
want to give them all the pleasure of creating music to-
gether.” For more information about Alban, go to:
www.myspace.com/carolalban.

| If you have a business brief to share, please contact |
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com -

or call the office 925-377-0977

News from the three Chambers of

Commerce

Lafayette

* No Mixer in January for the Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce. Save the date of February 9 for the first
mixer of 2011 at Wells Fargo Bank, 5:30- 7pm.

* Shop Lafayette Committee meeting on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 1, 12:30pm in the Chamber Conference Room

e Green Committee Meeting on Wednesday, January
19 at noon in the Chamber Conference Room. BYOL
(Bring your own lunch).

e Entreprencur's Club on Thursday, January 20,
8:30am in the Chamber Conference Room

Moraga

e Chamber General Meeting on January 28, 7:30 -
9am). The first General Meeting of the year will be held
at the Hacienda, 2100 Donald Drive. Roos' muffins and
delicious coffee will be served.

Orinda

e Orinda Chamber Luncheon on Friday, January 28,
2011, noon-1:30pm at the Orinda Country Club, 315
Camino Sobrante, Orinda. RSVP highly recommended
- to purchase tickets online go to the Chamber’s web
site at orindachamber.org. The cost is $30.00 per per-
son. The guest speaker is Tom Franier - co-owner of
Semifreddi's Bakery. He will be talking about "Slow
Capitalism."
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Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
925-323-9706  %F
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Services

Windows & Gutters

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Housecleaning
Reliable /References
(925) 640-6311

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Plumbing

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

GET ORGANIZED for 2011!!
Taxes, Closets, Garage!
Call Shelly (925) 254-0329

Construction

Handyman

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK
All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

T (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION

Foundations, drainage, remodel

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
WWW.Swartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Handyman - experienced in
all types of home repairs.

I am glad to discuss your repair
or project and provide the best
solution at a reasonable rate.
Please call me, Carson at (925)
708-7059. | show up. | clean up.

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Painting

T & T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga
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