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Civic News

Orinda

Public Meetings

ORINDRA

City Council Thursday, January 13, 4:00 pm
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, Orinda City Hall, 22 Orinda Way
Special meeting (Strategic Planning Workshop) of the

Orinda City Council

City Council Tuesday, January 18, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission  Tuesday, January 11, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda: www.cityoforinda.org
Chamber of Commerce: www.orindachamber.org

* Police Report

Police Blotter will be back next time.

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP

USED & NEW BOOKS
ALWAYS DISCOUNTED

OPEN EVERY DAY 10:00am - 7:00pm

925.258.9076
39 MORAGA WAY
ORINDA 94563
(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)

“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”
--DIABLO MAGAZINE

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.- CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda
925.254.082

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,
and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available.
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

il

RD. (925) 827-9588

510) 451-7373
P

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

Happy New Year, 201 I!

7 925-377-0977

Call for a complete

Marketing

Consultation.

See all MLS Listings at

www.thehattersleys.com
BANKER O
I 925.360.9588 925.708.9515
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The Average Price of sold properties VS The Average Price of listed properties

WWW.THEHATTERSLEYS.COM

Mayor Victoria Smith Looks Forward to 2011

By Andrea A. Firth

Photo Ohlen Alexander

As she enters her seventh
year on the Orinda City
Council, Victoria Smith will
serve as Mayor of the City (her
second time in the post)
throughout 2011. In this article,
Smith provides her outlook on
some of the key issues facing
Orinda over the next year.

When starting your first
term as Mayor (in January
2008), you identified fixing
Orinda’s crumbling roads as
the City s primary focus. No im-
mediate solution has been
forthcoming. What next?

I worked hard, along with
many, many others, to pass two
road bond measures; unfortu-
nately, although the majority of
Orindans voted for them, we
were unable to achieve a 66%
vote. Ultimately, I think we
will need to turn to a tax meas-
ure to come up with the $100
million dollars that we need to
rebuild our roads; whether the
time is ripe for that in the cur-
rent economy, or whether we
need to wait for our citizens to
feel more economically robust,
is an open question. In the
meantime, we continue to pur-
sue federal and state grants, and
to improve our coordination
with the utility companies in
order to maximize the dollars
available to all the agencies that
work in our roads to make more
road repairs.

Given the condition of the
State’s economy, do you feel this
will negatively impact the City s
financial picture over the next
year or longer?

We have done a good and
prudent job at the City in cut-

ting costs and expenditures in
accordance with our flat rev-
enue over the last two years.
Although we had furloughs last
year, we were able to avoid
them in the current fiscal year.
What we can’t control is the
fact that the State may be moti-
vated to look for all revenues,
which it will try to appropriate
from the local governments; if
that occurs, then services in
Orinda will be reduced.

Orinda shares fire service
with Moraga through the Mor-
aga-Orinda  Fire  District
(MOFD). What do you feel is
the best way for Orinda to
maintain fire service?

I support the local fire and
emergency services provided
by the MOFD. In talking with
citizens, I have heard over and
over that the reasons that
Orinda joined with Moraga sev-
eral years ago to form the
MOFD are still valid and are
key values for Orindans; para-
medics on each truck and local
ambulance service. Those who
have called for Orinda to break
away from the MOFD and con-
tract with the Contra Costa Fire
District have ignored that fact
that ConFire is in serious finan-
cial difficulty, is now closing a
Walnut Creek fire station 50%
of the time, and is talking about
closing a Lafayette fire station.
We are fortunate to have local
control over our own fire tax
dollars and services, and I en-
courage all concerned citizens
to take their ideas for cost-ef-
fectiveness and service im-
provement to MOFD Board
meetings and to work with their
locally elected fire board offi-
cials and staff to review these
issues.

In 2008, the downtown re-
vitalization initiative was fo-
cused on keeping sales tax
dollars in Orinda. Given the re-
sults of a the recent sales tax
leakage study which found 2/3
of Orindas retails dollars are
spent outside of the City and the
commercial vacancy rate is low,
what do you feel is or should be
the focus for revitalizing down-
town?

All Orindans would like to
see additional shopping and

dining opportunities in Orinda.
For me, the focus is not on a
tremendous increase in sales tax
revenue—although we would
certainly like to see an in-
crease—but on planning for a
downtown that will provide
services and businesses that our
citizens would like to patronize.

Residents’ views are di-
vided regarding the City task
force’s recommendation to
allow increasing the building
height in parts of Orinda’s
downtown districts above the
current 35-foot limit. How do
you feel about an increased
building height up to 55 feet?

I attended both of the
Downtown Planning Work-
shops that were facilitated in
October and December, and
was impressed by the passion
and creativity expressed by the
many, many residents who par-
ticipated. 1 look forward to
more outreach to the commu-
nity over the coming months
and to hearing the results of the
workshops at an upcoming
council meeting. I want to see
the community have a continu-
ing dialogue and reach a collec-
tive vision for what the
downtown has the potential to
become over the coming years.

The affordable senior
housing development proposed
for the old library site on Irwin
Way is moving forward slowly.
Do you feel this a positive de-
velopment for the city?

The senior housing proj-
ect at the old library site has
been in the planning stages for
the last decade, and I believe
that it is a great project for that
site. It’s important to under-
stand that about half of our an-
nual paving budget is money
that we receive only if we are
working to be in compliance
with the housing requirement
that the State imposes, so our
road repair money is directly
contingent upon building af-
fordable housing. Beyond that,
I think it is simply the right
thing to do, to plan for an ac-
cessible senior housing project
when we know that there are
older Orindans, as well as
Orinda families with older rel-
atives who would like to move
to Orinda, but who can’t live on
their own in a single-family
residence any longer.

Are you looking forward
to serving as Mayor again?

We are so fortunate to live
in Orinda, in such a beautiful,
safe and neighborly commu-
nity. I am looking forward to
the opportunity this year to give
back to the community, which
has given so much to me and to
my husband and sons. I want
Orinda to preserve the great
things about Orinda that drew
us all here, and at the same time
to make thoughtful improve-
ments so that we will always
continue to be proud of this
East Bay jewel that we live in.

have in town!
A. Firth

Smith’s Vital Statistics

» Resident of Orinda for 22 years

« Husband, Wick, attended Miramonte High School
(Class of '73) as did sons Will ('03) and Daniel ('07)

« Has an undergraduate degree from Cal and JD from
Hastings Law in San Francisco

» Registered Assistant Scoutmaster, Boy Scout Troop 237

«  Manages a real estate law practice based in Orinda

« Served two years on the Planning Commission

«  Currently serving her second term on the City Council
and second time as Mayor

Some of her favorite things about Orinda: “The Farmer’s Market,
the Library, the 4th of July Parade, the December Chamber of
Commerce/Hospice Tree Lighting event, our ‘green’city hall,
having our own bookstores in town, each Eagle Court and
Gold Award Ceremony marking the achievements of our
teenagers, and the interesting variety of restaurants that we

californiamoves.com

Buying. Selling. Investing. Real Estate. |
We have two words for you: Coldwell Banker

Coldwell Banker takes your home global
with its award winning websites

Orina
$1,350,000 4/3

Orinda

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 * 2 Theatre Square, Suite 21| | Orinda | 925.253.6300

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License # 00313415

$1,095,000 3/2.5

afette
$2,595,000 5/4.5

Orinda

$1,050,000 3/3

$1,425,000 4/3.5
< '.:_1 r g i g

Lafayette

Lafayette
$1,395,000 5/4

F ST

=

Orina

$1,025,00 5/2

SRR
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Orinda
$775,000 2/2.5

The Bay Area
REAL ESTATE
LEADER






