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Modern and Connected
Orinda’s Award Winning Homes

,,,continued from OH1

          
Both Jon and Michele have design degrees, and

they were integrally involved in the design and planning
of their home. “We wouldn't consider ourselves staunch
modernists,” says Jon regarding their choice of architec-
tural style. “It was important that we build a home that
feels honest and consistent with the era and location we
live in. The combination of steel, glass, and wood is ele-
gant and graceful without the need for unnecessary dec-
orative embellishments.”

          
The Gasparinis worked with architects Luke Ogry-

dziak and Zoë Prillinger whose San-Francisco-based
studio focuses on progressive design. The architects
named the project the Hundred Foot House in large part
because the house is about 100 feet in length but also to
emphasize the idea of measure which is prevalent
throughout the design. “Our architecture tends to be ab-
stract,” says Ogrydziak. An abstract four-foot module re-
peats throughout the open floor plan, which leads to
consistency and repetition in the design, explains Ogry-
dziak. “Luke and Zoë really honed in on our aesthetic
from the beginning,” says Jon. “They were able to expand
on ideas and concepts in ways we would have never
thought of.” 

          
One of the great features of the home is the loca-

tion, says Jon.  “It feels as though we're living alone in
the woods, but it’s really only a short walk to downtown
Orinda. As a family we often walk into town for ice
cream or a movie. Where else does this lifestyle exist
anymore?”

Sustainable Indoor/Outdoor Living

          
“We wanted the house to have a really compact

footprint, so we could take best advantage of the flat out-
door spaces,” says Joe Remick as he looks out at the ad-
jacent deck and outdoor living space complete with a
refrigerator, sink, and grill. Sun pours in through a wall
of large, accordion glass doors and transom windows,
which makes the interior dining room comfortably
warm even though the temperature outside is well below
40°F. “We open the doors up whenever we can. We re-
ally enjoy the connection between the indoor and out-
door living spaces,” says Joe. 

          
Joe and his wife Cathy are both architects. Joe man-

ages his own architectural firm; project North, doing
mainly residential projects and specializing in sustain-
able architecture. Cathy also does residential architec-
ture along with freelance graphic design. Together they
designed their new home and created the master plan
for landscaping the ¾ acre lot that is half flat and half
hillside. 
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Remick's living room opens to the outdoors. Photo Mariko Reed

View from the backyard of Remick's sustainable home. Photo Mariko Reed


